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. REPORT 


OF 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


War  Department,  Noveniher  19, 1879. 

Mr.  Preisident  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ment of  the  statute,  tx)  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  operations  of 
this  department  for  the  past  year. 

the  army. 

The  report  of  the  General  of  the  Army  gives  in  detail  the  strength 
of  the  several  branches  of  the  service,  and  shows  the  aggregate,  as 
exhibited  in  the  latest  returns,  to  be  2,127  officers,  24,262  men,  and 
388  officers  retired.  A  portion  of  this  force,  however,  being  neces- 
sarily employed  in  detached  or  special  service,  constitutes  no  part  of 
the  force  available  for  actual  operations  in  the  field. 

The  enlisted  men  of  the  Signal  Corps,  Engineer  and  Ordnance  Corps, 
Ordnance  Sergeants,  Commissarj^  Sergeants  and  Hospital  Stewards,  the 
prison  guard  at  Fort  Leavenwortji,  and  the  recruiting  detachments 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  3,463  men,  and  are  employed  in  the  per- 
formance of  imi)ortant  duties  connected  with  the  military  establishments, 
but  these  duties  bring  but  few  of  them  into  active  service  in  the  field. 
The  statute  now  authorizes  a  total  force  of  twenty-five  thousand  men, 
not  including  the  Signal  Corps,  which  has  by  law  four  hundred  and 
fifty-six  men.  I  join  most  heartily  with  the  General  of  the  Army  in 
recommending  that  the  effective  force  of  the  Army  available  for  field 
duty  be  raised  to  twenty-five  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  the  above- 
named  detachments. 

« 

I  have  had  occasion  in  previous  reports  to  express  the  opinion 
that  a  due  regard  for  the  safety  of  settlers  upon  our  frontiers,  the  guard- 
ing and  preservation  of  our  vast  and  valuable  military  stores  and  prop- 
erty, the  proper  management  and  control  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the 
defense  of  our  extensive  border  lines,  would  justify,  if  they  do  not  im- 
peratively require,  a  much  greater  increase  of  the  effective  force  of  the 
Army  than  is  here  suggested.  Certainly  Congress  should  not  hesitate 
to  authorize  the  enlistment  of  the  full  number  of  25,000  men  for  the 
line  of  the  Army,  exclusive  of  the  number  required  for  detached  duty. 
It  is  undeniable  that  most  if  not  all  the  disasters  attending  Indian  hos- 
tilities are  the  result  of  inadequacy  of  force  on  our  part.  The  wily 
Indian  seldom,  if  ever,  strikes  a  i)owerful  foe.    His  policy  is  to  take 
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aclvaiitago  of  oui*  weak  points  on  the  frontier  to  inflict  heavy  losses  apon 
US.  The  records  of  this  department  show  that  since  the  close  of  the 
-war  of  the  rebellion  liftj'-five  officers  of  the  Armj-  have  been  killed  in 
Indian  warfare,  and  a  corresponding  number  wounded,  besides  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  men  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  list  of  killed  will 
be  found  the  names  of  such  valuable  officers  as  Canby,  Custer,  and 
Thomburgh. 

INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  last  year  would  prove  one  of  peace  with  the 
Indians,  but  this  hope  was  disappointed  by  the  hostiUties  of  the  Utes  in 
Colorado  and  the  Apaches  in  Xew  Mexico,  a  full  and  particular  account 
of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  In 
the  efforts  for  the  suppression  of  these  outbreaks  the  military  aathori-* 
ties,  including  the  officers  and  men  engaged,  have  acted  with  great 
promptness  and  ^igor.  The  conduct  of  Captain  Paine,  Company  P, 
Fifth  Cavalry,  and  of  Captain  Dodge,  Company  D,  Ninth  Cavalry,  ad 
shown  in  official  reports,  is  worthy  of  high  commendation. 

The  massacre  of  Agent  Meeker  and  others*  at  White  Kiver  Agency; 
the  killing  of  Lieutenant  Weir,  of  the  ordnance,  a  gallant  young  officer 
who  had  volunteered  for  duty  with  the  expedition,  and  the  fall  of  the 
lamented  and  gallant  Major  Thomburgh,  and  others  of  his  command, 
are  events  greatly  to  be  deplored ;  and  in  my  judgment  the  government 
should  persist  in  its  demand  for  the  suiTcnder  for  trial  and  punishment 
of  all  Indians  guilty  of  murder  in  connection  with  these  affairs,  and  should 
visit  upon  the  guilty  the  full  penalty  of  their  offenses.  If  Indians,  who 
subsist  upon  the  bounty  of  the  government,  can  commit  witlf  impunity 
crimes  such  as  these,  and  if  the  United  States  fails  to  punish  them,  the 
savages  will  find  in  these  facts  encouragement  to  repeat  the  outrages 
when  opportunity  and  inclination  shall  i)rompt  them  to  do  so,  while  swift 
punishment  in  the  present  cases  will  teach  these  people,  who  understand 
little  besides  force,  a  wholesome  lesson. 

ABANDONED  MELITABY  POSTS. 

This  department  has  charge  of  a  large  number  of  abandoned  military 
reservations.  They  have  been  rendered  useless  for  military  purposes  by 
the  advance  of  civilization  and  settlement,  and  are  now  simply  a  source 
of  expense  to  the  United  States.  Some  of  them  are  surrounded  by  set- 
tlements, and  are,  therefore,  much  more  valuable  than  ordinary  public 
lands.  In  some  instances  it  would  be  more  economical  to  sell  the  land, 
with  the  improvements,  to  the  highest  bidder;  in  other  cases  it  might 
be  desirable  to  sell  the  buildings,  witli  a  view  to  their  removal,  and  then 
turn  the  land  over  to  the  Interior  Department,  to  become  a  part  of  the 
public  domain.  In  still  other  cases  it  might  be  desirable  to  remove  the 
material  now  in  the  improvements  to  other  posts  which  are  stni  needed 
for  military  purposes,  and  where  it  could  be  utilized.  It  is  certainly 
very  desirable  that  authority  be  conferred  upon  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  some  manner  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  government,  to  dis- 
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pose  of  all  the  posts  and  reservations  which  are  not  now  in  use  and  not 
likely  to  be  required  hereafter  for  military  purposes.  1  have,  during  the 
past  two  years,  caused  a  number  of  these  posts  to  be  inspected,  and 
reports,  giving  full  particulars,  are  on  file  in  the  department,  and  can 
be  furnished  to  Congress  at  any  time  when  required.  I  recommend  that 
Congress  be  asked  to  provide  by  law  for  the  disposition  of  this  property. 
In  case  of  a  sale,  the  law  should  provide  for  a  careful  appraisement  and 
for  ample  safeguards  against  a  sacrifice  of  the  property.  Attention  is 
invited  to  the  remarks  of  the  General  of  the  Army  upon  this  subject, 
to  be  found  in  his  annual  report  herewith. 

EXPENDITURES,   APPROPRIATIONS,  AND  ESTIMATES. 

.  The  actual  expenditures  of  the  War  Department  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1879,  were  $42,633,723.02. 

The  appropriations  available  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1878,  aggregated  $45,076,702.95 ;  those  for  1879  were 
$53,010,040.90,  and  those  for  the  current  fiscal  year  amounted  to 
$40,209,821.94. 

The  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1881, 
are  $40,380,428.93,  to  which  amount  they  have  been  reduced  from 
$54,300,043.14,  for  which  they  were  originally  submitted  to  me.  The 
reductions,  in  detail,  may  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Estimates,  except  in 
cases  where  unfavorable  considerations  have  caused  entire  items  to  be 
finally  omitted,  and  this  exception  applies  principally  to  the 

Civil  establishment — This  establishment  includes  salaries  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  permanent  departmental  offices,  and  these  estimates 
amount  to  $1,159,400.  The  force  of  tlie  War  Department  and  its  bu- 
reaus was  reorganized  by  an  act  of  June  20,  1874,  and  placed  on  a  basis, 
as  to  numbers,  grades,  and  compensation,  which  seemed  to  be  satisfac- 
tory in  the  transaction  of  public  business,  until  that  basis  was  materially 
changed  by  legislative  reduction  in  1870,  and  was  thereafter  considered 
by  Congress  as  subject  to  further  decrease.  The  officials  responsible  to 
the  public  for  the  prompt  dispatch  of  business  through  the  employment 
of  this  reduced  force  annually  showed  cause  in  their  reports  for  fiscal 
years  from  1877  to  1880  for  a  renewal  of  the  number  of  employes  on  the 
basis  of  1874,  and  they  made  their  estimates  accordingly. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  submitted  my  views  in  regard  to  the  neces- 
sity for  increased  force,  which  necessity  continues  to  exist.  Congress 
having  acted  unfavorably  to  an  increase,  however,  I  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  restrict  these  estimates  to  the  number  of  employes  authorized 
by  appropriations  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  In  this  connection  I  have 
to  suggest  that  the  clerical  force  allowed  to  this  office  is  not  sufficient 
to  satisfactorily  dispatch  current  business,  and  that  some  of  the  chiefs 
of  bureaus  report  that  the  force  estimated  for  by  them,  on  the  basis  of 
appropriations,  is  not  adequate  to  the  clerical  needs  of  their  offices. 

TJie  military  establishment  is  estimated  for  on  the  basis  of  25,450  en- 
listed men,  the  Signal  Corps  being  by  law  allowed  450  men  not  to  be 
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included  in  the  25,000.  Under  this  head  the  estimates  for  the  current 
fiscal  year  were  $29,335,727.33  j  the  appropriations  to  meet  the  same 
were  $26,978,847.33,  and  the  present  estimates  are  for  $29,319,794.78. 
The  principal  differences  between  the  estimates  and  the  appropriations 
are  on  account  of  the  item  for  pay,  &c.,  of  the  Army,  which  is  made  up 
of  estimates  based  on  arithmetical  calculations,  and  on  items  for  the 
Ordnance  Department  which  relate  to  timely  provisions  for  the  public 
defense  in  any  emergency  that  may  arise. 

The  public  works. — ^The  estimates,  as  reduced,  are  $7,557,034.42,  which 
amount  is  $396,043.34  less  than  the  estimates  for  1879,  $113,946.88  less 
than  those  for  1880,  and  $3,237,460.19  less  than  the  appropriations  for 
1880,  which  were  $10,794,494.61.  The  views  expressed  under  this  head 
in  my  last  annual  report  are  here  renewed,  as  best  explanatory  to  the 
reduction  of  these  estimates,  which,  as  transmitted  to  me,  aggregated 
$20,182,873.42.  About  seventeen-twentieths  of  this  amount  are  for  "  the 
continuation  of  works  once  commenced  under  legal  authority,  and  re- 
maining unfinished  for  want  of  funds,"  and  are  annually  submitted  to 
Congress  in  accordance  with  law.    (See  sec.  231  K.  S.) 

The  amounts  appropriated  for  "  fortifications  and  other  works  of  de- 
fense" during  the  last  five  years  have  been  insufficient  to  preserve  all 
such  government  property  from  waste.  This  fact  per  se  accounts  for  the 
annual  increase  in  the  amounts  suggested  for  these  works  by  the  Chief 
of  Engineers.  Under  this  title  the  estimates  for  1880,  which  were 
$3,188,400,  were  reduced  by  me  to  $1,000,000,  and  were  favorably  con- 
sidered in  Congressional  appropriations  for  $150,000 ;  and  the  present 
estimates,  rendered  in  detail,  for  $4,028,500,  have  been  reduced  in  the 
aggregate  to  $1,000,000,  which  amount  could  be  wisely  and  properly  ap- 
plied to  the  preservation  and  care  of  these  works. 

Ui^  estimates  for  rivers  and  harbms  rendered  by  items  for  $14,326,650, 
I  have  reduced  in  the  aggregate  to  $5,015,000,  which  was  the  total  of 
the  amount  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  1877,  and  which  seems  to 
have  been  sufficient  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  commerce  of  the 
country  during  that  time.  In  relation  to  the  comparative  differences 
between  the  amounts  of  estimates  and  appropriations,  it  seems  to  me 
that  some  embarrassments  must  always  attend  the  discretionary  prepa- 
ration and  consideration  of  these  estimates,  owing  to  the  uncertainty 
which,  perchance,  must  mark  their  future  credit  by  Congress.  Last  year, 
for  example,  my  estimates  for  fortifications,  as  has  already  been  stated, 
were  $1,000,000,  and  the  appropriations  granted  therefor  were  only 
$150,000,  while  at  the  same  time,  the  reverse  of  this  principle  or  policy 
appeared,  when  on  my  estimates  for  rivers  and  harbors  for  $5,015,000, 
the  appropriations  granted  therefor  were  $9,752,494.61. 

The  miscellaneous  estimates  are  $2,344,139.73,  of  which  amount  about 
one-fourth  appertains  annually  to  the  departmental  collection  and  dif- 
fiision  of  valuable  official  data^  such  as  the  observation  and  report  of 
storms  through  the  Signal  Service,  the  compilation  and  publication  of 
official  records  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  like ;  and  the  re- 
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maining  portion  (which  is  over  one  mUlion  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars) is  made  up  of  items  wholly  relative  to  certain  moral  obligations  of 
the  government,  such  as  the  support  of  the  National  Home  for  Disabled 
Volunteer  Soldiers,  the  furnishing  of  artificial  limbs  and  other  appli- 
ances to  disabled  soldiers,  and  the  care  of  National  Cemeteries. 

I  have  not  reduced  any  of  the  estimates  under  this  head  below  the 
amounts  for  which  they  were  originally  submitted  to  me. 

The  aggregate  of  the  estimates  for  the  next  fiscal  year  is  $2,273,294.69 
less  than  the  amount  of  actual  expenditures  of  1879 ;  $5,889,393.01  less 
than  the  appropriations  available  for  the  service  of  the  fiBcal  year  1880, 
and  is  $7,289.40  less  than  the  estimates  for  1880,  which  were  for  a  "less 
sum  of  money  than  any  annual  estimates  rendered  to  Congress  from  this 
department  for  a  period  of  at  least  eleven  years,"  as  shown  in  my  last 
annual  report. 

UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE  WAR  RECORDS. 

The  preparation  of  these  records  for  publication  is  progressing  sat- 
isfactorily under  the  efficient  management  of  Col.  E.  iT.  Scott,  of  the 
Army. 

The  War  Department  agent  for  collecting  such  Confederate  records  as 
may  be  placed,  by  gift  or  loan,  at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  has 
been  very  successful. 

The  Southern  Historical  Society  has  placed  its  collection  at  the  service 
of  the  department,  and  valuable  documents  have  been  iurnished  by  Gen- 
erals Johnston,  Pemberton,  Wheeler,  Jones,  Euggles,  and  others.  In  fact, 
there  is  a  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  ex-Confederate  officers  to 
contribute  material  to  the  officiJil  History  of  the  War. 

In  a  few  instances  records  of  the  Confederate  armies  are  held  for  sale, 
but  Colonel  Scott  renews  his  objection  to  the  purchase  of  ^uch  docu- 
ments ;  and  in  his  views  I  concur. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  as  yet  no  provision  has  been  made 
for  publishing  any  of  the  records.  An  appropriation  for  the  composi- 
tion, stereotyping,  and  printing  of  proof  copies  of  the  records  for  1861 
is  recommended. 

Extra  compensation  is  asked  for  two  of  the  Adjutant-General's  clerks 
specially  connected  with  the  work  of  the  War  Eecords  Office ;  and  I 
reconmiend  that  this  be  granted. 

adjutant-general's  department. 

The  Adjutant-General  asks  for  an  increase  of  his  clerical  force,  the  work 
in  his  office  having  fallen  so  far  behindhand  that  additional  clerks  will 
be  necessary  to  bring  it  up.  This  increase  of  business  is  largely  owing 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  granting  arrears  of  pensions.  I 
invite  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the  Adjutant-General  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  his  recommendation,  which  is  concurred  in. 

The  work  of  codifying  the  Army  Eegulations  and  General  Orders, 
under  the  provisions  of  section  2  of  the  act  of  June  23, 1879,  was  con- 
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fided  by  me  to  the  Adjutant-General,  and  has  been  prosecuted  withoat 
intermission  since  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  is  in  an  advanced  state  of 
completion. 

The  existing  system  of  recruiting  continues  to  be  productive  of  good 
results.  Eecent  inspections  show  that  the  character  of  the  men  com- 
posing the  rank  and  file  is  high. 

BUREAU  OF  MILITARY  JUSTICE. 

The  Judge- Advocate-General  reports,  among  other  items  of  business, 
the  receipt  and  review  at  his  bureau  of  1,673  records  of  general  courts- 
martial,  and  the  furnishing  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  898  reports  and 
opinions  on  questions  of  law. 

He  reports  the  convictions  for  desertion  as  increased  during  the  past 
year  by  24,  and  expresses  the  oi)inion  that  the  two  principal  or  most 
conspicuous  causes  of  desertion  in  the  Army  are :  1.  Drunkenness,  or 
rather  indulgence  in  intoxicating  liquors  5  2.  Oppressive  or  injudicious 
treatment  of  soldiers  by  non-commissioned  officers,  and  especially  first 
sergeants  of  companies  invested  with  an  excess  of  authority. 

I  concur  with  the  Judge- Advocate-General  in  the  recommendation 
that  Congress,  in  making  appropriations  for  his  branch  of  the  service, 
wiU  appropriate  a  reasonable  sum  for  the  purchase  of  suitable  law  libra- 
ries for  the  use  of  the  judge-advocates  at  the  headquarters  of  the  mili- 
tary geographical  departments,  the  same  being  urgently  needed. 

He  also  recommends  that  the  legislation  heretofore  initiated  in  the 
Senate  for  making  gamhlin{f  in  the  Army  a  punishable  ofl:ense  be  re- 
newed, and  the  bill  heretofore  proposed  for  the  purpose,  or  some  similar 
provision,  be  enacted  by  Congress. 

He  further  indicates  defects  in  the  72d  and  104th  Articles  of  War  as 
embarrassing  to  the  administration  of  military  justice,  and  recommends 
that  they  be  removed  by  legislation. 

The  Judge- Advocate-General  renews  his  former  recommendations  for 
some  declarator}'  legislation  in  reference  to  the  103d  Article  of  War,  the 
military  statute  of  limitation.  In  my  last  annual  report  I  invited  atten- 
tion to  this  important  topic,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  an  existing 
diversity  of  opinion  and  i)ractice  might  be  settled  by  some  judicious 
legislation.  The  103d  Article  of  War  provides  that  no  person  shall  be 
liable  to  be  tried  and  punished  by  a  general  court-martial  for  any  offense 
which  appears  to  have  been  committed  more  than  two  years  before  the 
issuing  of  the  order  for  such  trial,  unless^  by  reason  of  havhig  absented 
himself  or  of  some  other  manifest  impediments  he  sJmll  not  Jiave  been  amen- 
able tojmtiee  within  that  period.  Until  recently,  these  saving  words  of 
the  statute  had  been  generally  understood  in  the  Army  to  be  of  equiva- 
lent effect  to  the  terms  "  fleeing  from  justice,"  as  used  in  section  1045, 
Kevised  Statutes,  to  defeat  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitation  in 
the  Federal  courts,  and  which  long  ago  received  judicial  definition.  But 
late  opinions  of  the  Attorney-General  have  held  that  mere  absence  from 
the  Army  without  leave  does  not  necessarily  amount,  in  law,  to  the  im- 
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l)e(linient  to  arrest  and  trial  within  the  meaning  of  the  Article  of  War, 
but  that  in  every  case  it  was  a  question  of  fact  for  the  court  whether, 
by  reason  of  such  absence,  a  deserter  had  or  not  been  amenable  to  jus- 
tice. 

In  view  of  the  standing  reward  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  de- 
serters and  the  duty  incumbent  by  law  upon  public  officers  to  effect  their 
arrest  wlien  practicable,  courts-martial  are  usually  inclined  to  consider, 
in  the  absence  of  evidence  that  a  deserter's  whereabouts  were  known  to 
tlie  military  authorities,  that  while  absent  he  was  not  amenable  to  jus- 
tice. Xeveilheless,  the  controversy  that  is  continued  on  this  subject 
cannot  fail  to  injuriously  affect  the  discipline  of  the  military  service  by 
tending  to  extenuate  in  the  minds  of  enlisted  men  the  responsibility  for 
tliis  grave  crime  and  leading  those  disposed  to  desert  to  believe  that  by 
hiding  for  two  years  they  may  escape  i)unishment.  Nor  is  the  question 
confined  to  deserters  alone,  since  it  might  equally  arise  in  the  case  of  a 
mutineer  or  other  offender  against  the  Articles  of  War,  who  might  escape 
and  evade  arrest  by  secreting  himself  for  more  than  two  years. 

As  a  settlement  of  the  whole  question  upon  a  satisfactory  basis  I 
would  advise,  in  conformity  with  the  views  of  the  Judge- Advocate-Gen- 
eral, that  some  certain  term  of  amenability  be  fixed  in  the  case  of  de- 
serters. This  term,  however,  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  too  short, 
lest  a  hope  of  early  immunity  should  be  held  out  to  encourage  a  crime 
already  too  prevalent ;  nor  should  the  law  to  be  enacted  be  comi)licated 
by  any  proviso  in  reference  to  the  offenders  haAing  been  within  or  with- 
out the  territorial  domain  of  the  United  States,  which,  as  a  rule,  it 
would  be  wholly  impossible  for  the  government  to  ascertain  or  prove. 

quartermaster's  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Quartelrmaster-General  reports  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  during  the  fiscal  year  have  been  $10,758,001.11; 
that  $12,135,50  was  transferred  from  the  appropriation  for  support  of 
the  Military  Prison  to  the  Commissary  Department  on  account  of  sub- 
sistence of  prisoners ;  that  $198,108.26  has  been  covered  into  the  sur- 
plus fund  in  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  balance  to  credit  of  Quarter- 
master's Department  appropriation  in  Treasury  on  30th  June,  1879,  was 
$1,219,701.15. 

The  expenditures  of  the  department  have  decreased.  In  1874  they 
were  $14,558,317.11 5  in  1879  they  were  $10,758,001.11. 

He  recommends  the  enlistment  of  post  quartermaster's  sergeants, 
much  needed  to  give  personal  care  to  property  and  supplies,  and  pre- 
serve knowledge  of  business  affairs  and  of  condition  of  buildings  and 
property  at  posts,  now  lost  by  frequent  changes  of  station  of  the  lieu- 
tenants, who  act  throughout  the  Army  as  post  quartermasters,  and  who, 
being  attached  to  companies,  are  rej^laced  every  time  a  company  is 
detached  and  ordered  to  a  new  post.  He  also  recommends  that  these 
lieutenants,  when  their  detail  as  A.  A.  Q.  M.  has  been  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  be  allowed  ten  dollars  per  month  extra  pay  as  com- 
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pensation  for  responsibility  and  risk  of  loss  involved  in  the  care  of 
money  and  supplies.    In  these  recommendations  I  fiilly  concur. 

The  department  moved  during  the  year  59,177  persons,  4,921  beasts, 
and  120,440  tons  of  supplies  from  the  settlements  to  the  military  posts, 
many  of  which  are  in  the  far  interior  and  at  the  end  of  long  lines  of 
communication.    The  cost  of  this  transportation  was  $2,215,968.05. 

The  embarrassment  and  expenditure  arising  in  the  legislation  against 
the  land-grant  railroads  still  continues,  and  the  repeal  of  this  special 
legislation,  which  would  leave  these  questions  and  claims  to  be  settled 
on  the  principles  of  law  and  equity  decided  to  be  applicable  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  is  again  recommended  by  the  Quartermaster-General 
and  concurred  in  by  me. 

The  Pacific  Eailroads  transported  10,480  persons,  1,760  beasts,  and 
52,147,582Jpounds  of  supplies  during  the  year.  At  their  regular  tariff 
rates  the  value  of  this  service  was  $721,943.40.  The  total  value  of 
the  military  transportation  over  these  roads  to  30th  June,  1879,  is 
$10,302,331.99. 

The  railroads  who  purchased  material   from  the   Quartermaster's 
Department,  under  executive  orders  of  October,  1805,  still  owed  the 
United  States,  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  the  sum  of  $1,892,677.11.    Of  this 
amount  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern  Eailroad,  which  is  insolvent 
owes  $908,550.27,  which  amount  it  is  not  supposed  will  ever  be  paid. 

Cavalry  and  artillery  horses. — One  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  horses  were  bought  at  average  cost  of  $92.62.  Last  year  the  aver- 
age price  paid  was  $117.23,  or  20  per  cent,  higher.  One  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  mules  were  purchased  at  average  price  of 
$105.41,  which  is  20  per  cent,  less  than  the  price  of  last  year,  which  was 
$130.15. 

Sales  of  disabled  and  unserviceable  animals  realized  the  sum  of 
$75,193.55,  which  has  been  deposited  in  Treasury  to  credit  of  miscella- 
neous receipts. 

There  were  in  service  on  June  30th  10,990  horses  and  10,032  mules^ 
which,  with  an  Army  of  25,000  men,  is  about  100  beasts  to  120  men. 

Our  Army  is  more  thoroughly  provided  with  transportation  than 
most  others.  It  is  always  on  a  war  footing,  and  when  a  savage  tribe 
attacks  a  party  and  commits  a  massacre  the  relieving  troops  move,, 
as  in  a  recent  instance,  on  a  few  hours'  notice,  a  thousand  miles  from 
their  cantonments  and  begin  a  march  of  180  miles,  through  a  desert, 
mountain  country,  the  instant  they  reach  the  base  of  supplies  on  the 
Pacific  Kailroad,  and  complete  it  in  less  than  three  days  and  rescue  the 
survivors. 

The  Quartermaster-General  calls  attention  to  the  inequality  of  recent 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  officers'  horses  and  the  hardship  imposed  on 
officers  in  some  districts  by  abolishing  the  issues  of  fuel.  Officers  east 
of  the  Mississippi  suffer  from  the  first,  those  in  the  far  western  wilder- 
ness from  the  second. 

Claims  under  act  of  July  4,  1864. — In  the  investigation  and  examina- 
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tion  of  claims  for  compensation  for  quartermaster's  stores  taken  by  the 
Army,  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  the  sum  of  $122,825.52. has  been 
exjiended  during  the  year;  2,400  claims  fornearly  two  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  investigated,  and  on  these  the  investigating  agents  recom- 
mended allowance  of  one-fourth  of  a  million ;  3,796  claims  have  been 
considered  during  the  year,  amounting  to  $3,180,658,55  5  1>^67  have 
been  reported  to  the  Treasury,  with  recommendation  for  allowances 
amounting  to  $121,568.26.  Under  this  law  40,748  claims  have  been  filed 
for  $30,557,014.99 — 9,905  have  been  reported  on  favorably  for  allowance 
of  $4,143,932.95;  19,194  have  been  rejected,  amounting  to  $17,332,995.60; 
11,649  remain,  asking  for  $5,523,203.55. 

The  Quartermaster-General  again  calls  attention  to  the  vast  amount 
of  money  accounts,  vouchers,  claims,  and  other  valuable  records  ex- 
posed in  his  office,  a  very  dangerous  building,  to  risk  of  total  destruc- 
tion by  fire,  and  renews  his  recommendation  for  the  construction  of  a 
simple  and  cheap  and  perfectly  fire-proof  building  of  brick  near  the 
State,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  for  safe  storage  of  such  records 
from  these  branches  of  the  government.  He  estimates  the  cost  of 
neaily  2,000,000  of  cubic  feet  of  safe  fire-proof  storage  at  $200,000,  and 
submits  again  the  plan  and  estimates  to  which  he  called  attention  last 
year.  I  again  recommend  this  project  to  favorable  consideration  as  both 
judicious  and  economical. 

New  military  posts  have  been  under  construction  on  the  Yellowstone 
or  Milk  Eiver,  near  the  northern  boundary-line,  on  the  line  of  communi- 
cation of  the  renegade  Indians  who  fled  into  British  America ;  on  Lake 
Chelan,  in  Northern  Washington  Territory,  and  on  the  north  fork  of  the 
Canadian  Eiver,  in  the  Indian  Territory;  also  on  Bear  Butte  Creek,  in 
the  Black  Hills,  Dakota.  Other  military  posts  were  authorized  by  law 
at  El  Paso,  Texas;  at  Pagosa  Springs,  Colorado,  and  on  the  Niobrara 
Eiver,  in  Nebraska. 

Sites  of  military  posts  in  Texas. — ^The  remarks  on  this  subject  of  last 
annual  report  are  referred  to.  No  change  in  the  situation  has  occurred ; 
the  United  States  is  still  a  tenant,  leasing  from  year  to  year  the  sites  of 
most  of  these  posts,  and  subject  to  the  will  of  the  owners  as  to  the  rent 
to  be  paid  from  year  to  year.  Without  full  authority  and  discretion  in 
these  purchases,  which  the  department  does  not  possess,  the  question 
cannot  be  settled  properly.  This  subject  requires  the  attention  and  ac- 
tion of  Congress. 

Transfer  of  military  headquarters  to  military  posts. — The  law  which  re- 
quired this  transfer  has  been  conditionally  repealed,  but  the  attempt  to 
execute  it  has  involved  the  War  Department  in  expenditure  for  the — 

Division  of  the  Atlantic  and  Department  of  the  East $184,  OOO 

Department  of  Dakota 299,000 

Department  of  the  Platte 148,000 

Department  of  Texas 116,000 

Division  of  Pacific  and  Department  of  California) 54, 000 

Total ■?01,000' 


XII  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

The  Quartermaster's  Depot  at  San  Francisco  has,  at  the  request  of 
the  business  men  of  the  Pacific  coast,  been  added  to  the  list  of  general 
depots  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  reserving,  however,  to  the 
general  commanding  the  Division  of  the  Pacific  authority  in  regard  to 
supplies  in  the  depot  for  his  Division. 

Congress,  by  the  law  of  March  3,  1879,  required  the  manufacture  of 
Army  supplies,  when  economical,  to  be  established  at  the  military  prison 
at  Fort  Leavien worth.  The  boots  and  shoes  and  chairs  for  the  Army 
are  being  made  there  by  convict  labor.  Measures  are  instituted  to  be- 
gin the  manufacture  of  harness  at  the  prison,  and  the  question  of  trans- 
ferring to  the  prison  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  ambulances,  and  other 
vehicles  is  under  consideration. 

Military  cemeteries. — The  military  cemeteries,  eighty  in  number,  are 
in  good  order,  and  improve  in  beauty  as  cultivation  improves.  I  caused 
the  materials  of  the  ancient  portico  of  the  old  War  Department,  on  its 
demolition  to  make  room  for  the  new  building,  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Arlington  Cemetery,  where  the  old  columns  and  entablature  have 
been  used  in  constructing  two  handsome  and  appropriate  entrances  to 
that  cemetery.  It  is  suggested  by  the  Quartermaster-General  that  the 
cemetery  affords  ample'  space,  without  encroaching  on  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  the  soldiers  of  the  war,  to  be  used  as  a  National  Government 
Ceuietery  for  the  interment  of  members  of  Congress  and  officers  of  all 
services  of  the  United  States  who  may  die  at  the  Capital  or  whose 
friends  may  desire  for  them  such  a  place  of  sepulture.  This  subject  is 
worthy  of  consideration. 

A  small  appropriation  is  needed  for  improving  the  road  between  the 
Capitol  and  Arlington  Cemetery,  and  also  one  to  complete  the  estimate 
for  construction  of  a  road,  already  more  than  half  completed  by  order 
of  Congress,  between  Vicksburg  and  the  Yicksburg  Military  Cemetery. 

The  work  of  marking  the  graves  in  military  cemeteries  with  marble 
and  granite  head-stones  is  practically  completed.  Contracts  have  been 
let  for  placing  marble  head-stones  on  the  graves  of  soldiers  who  died 
during  the  war  and  were  buried  in  private  village  and  city  cemeteries, 
and  whose  friends  have  not  been  able  to  do  this  honor  to  their  memory. 
The  work  can  hardly  be  begun  before  next  spring. 

SUBSISTENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Commissary-General  recommends  that  the  appropriation  for  sub- 
sistence of  the  Army  be  made  available  from  the  passage  of  the  act 
making  it,  in  which  recommendation  I  concur. 

Supplies,  as  a  nde,  are  purchased  from  producers  and  manufacturers 
or  importers  nearest  points  of  consumption,  when  consistent  with  a  due 
regard  to  economy  and  the  procurement  of  stores  of  a  proper  quality. 

The  purchases  of  flour  in  accordance  with  above  rule,  the  increase  in 
amount,  and  the  improvement  of  quality  produced  near  posts  in  Texas, 
Missouri,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Wyoming,  and  Arizona  are 
referred  to. 
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Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  Subsistence  Department  has 
not  been  reimbursed  for  the  vahie  of  a  large  quantity  of  supplies  issued 
to  Indians  and  transferred  to  Indian  agents,  and  the  Commissary-Gen- 
eral states  that  in  his  estimates  for  prisoners  of  war  for  the  next  fiscal 
year  he  has  included  only  Indians  for  the  subsistence  of  whom  no  other 
appropriation  is  made,  being  of  the  opinion  that  Congress  does  not  in- 
tend to  make  double  appropriations  for  the  subsistence  of  Indians. 

The  Commissary-General  renews  the  recommendation,  made  in  a  pre- 
vious annual  report,  that  section  1144  Kevised  Statutes  be  so  amended 
as  to  authorize  the  Commissary-General  (instead  of  the  Inspectors-Gen- 
eral, as  now  authorized)  to  designate,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  articles  which  shall  be  kept  on  hand  by  the  Subsistence  De- 
partment for  sale  to  officers  and  enlisted  men,  and  that  sections  1299  and 
1300  be  amended  accordingly. 

He  also  recommends  that  sales  to  company  messes  be  exempted  from 
the  proviso  of  the  last  Army  appropriation  act,  requiring  10  per  centum 
to  be  added  to  all  stores  and  other  articles  sold  to  officers  and  enlisted 
men.  Such  stores  are,  as  a  rule,  purchased  from  funds  received  by  the 
companies  from  the  sale  of  savings  of  the  ration  to  the  Subsistence  De- 
partment, and  as  that  department  pays  the  companies  only  the  cost  of 
the  stores  it  purchases  from  them  it  is  thought  that  it  is  hardly  just  to 
them  to  charge  for  supplies  sold  in  lieu  of  the  savings  purchased  10  per 
centum  in  addition  to  their  cost. 

The  Commissary-General  renews  his  previous  recommendations  that 
cooks  and  bakers  should  be  specially  enlisted,  extra  pay  given  them, 
and  schools  established  for  their  instruction ;  invites  attention  to  that 
portion  of  report  of  Board  of  Officers  on  Army  Cooking  which  relates  to 
this  subject. 

The  enactment  of  a  law  authorizing  the  Commissary-General  to  detail 
such  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department  as  may  be  necessary  to  in- 
vestigate claims  not  already  decided  upon  by  the  Commissary-General, 
or  which,  having  been  decided,  may  be  reopened  on  account  of  new  evi- 
dence submitted,  is  recommended. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  reported  among  the  white 
troops  was  266,  or  12  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.  Of  these,  162,  or  7 
per  1,000  of  strength,  died  of  disease,  and  104,  or  5  per  1,000  of  strength, 
of  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  cases  treated  was  1  to  142. 

The  total  number  of  white  soldiers  reported  to  have  been  discharged 
the  service  on  "surgeon's  certificate  of  disability^  was  677,  or  31  per 
1,000  of  mean  strength. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  colored  soldiers  reported  from  all 
causes  was  28,  or  14  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.    Of  these,  15,  or  8  per 
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1,000  of  strength,  died  of  disease,  and  13,  or  6  per  1,000  of  strength,  of 
wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  cases  treated  was  1  to  140. 

The  total  number  of  colored  soldiers  reported  to  have  been  discharged 
on  '^ surgeon's  certificate  of  disability''  was  42,  or  22  i)er  1,000  of  mean 
strength. 

I  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  facts  stated  by  the  Surgeon - 
General  concerning  the  great  increase  of  the  business  of  his  oflfice  caused 
b}'  the  recent  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  pensions.  The  official  de- 
mands upon  the  office  during  the  fiscal  year  for  information  as  to  cause 
of  death  in  case  of  deceased  soldiers  and  the  hospital  record  of  invalids 
was  22,339,  or  an  increase  of  1,265  over  the  previous  year,  and  greater 
by  1,954  than  the  average  during  nine  years  previously.  Besides  this 
increase  of  current  business,  the  office  was  burdened  with  the  arrears 
of  past  years,  amounting  on  July  1,  1878,  to  16,844  cases.  With  the 
additional  clerical  force  which  commenced  work  in  May,  1878,  the  ac- 
cumulation was  rapidly  reduced,  so  that  on  26th  of  July  last  the  num- 
ber of  cases  awaiting  action  had  been  brought  down  to  2,744  j  but  since 
July  1, 1879,  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  received  has 
taken  place.  The  average  number  of  new  cases,  which  had  been  1,862 
monthly  during  the  previous  fiscal  year,  rose  during  July,  1879,  to  2,045, 
and  duiing  the  month  of  August  to  4,255.  As  a  consequence,  and  not- 
withstanding every  effort  of  which  the  present  clerical  force  is  capable, 
the  number  of  cases  in  arrears  has  rapidly  increased.  By  September  1, 
1879,  it  was  4,651  cases.  It  is  deemed  certain  that  business  of  this  char- 
acter will  continue  to  increase,  and  unless  a  temporary  increase  of  the 
number  of  clerks  is  allowed  to  meet  the  emergency,  the  work  of  the 
office  must  again  fall  into  arrears  and  greatly  delay  the  adjustment-of 
pension  cases. 

In  the  Di\ision  of  Surgical  Kecords  the  surgical  reports  received  from 
medical  officers  of  the  Army  at  posts  and  with  detachments  of  troops 
engaged  in  Indian  hostilities  were  examined,  and  the  cases  reported 
were  classified  according  to  the  seat  or  nature  of  injury  or  operation. 
The  surgical  portion  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  Wax 
was  continued,  and  the  descriptive  catalogues  of  the  surgical,  anatom- 
ical, and  miscellaneous  sections  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum  were  com- 
pleted to  include  all  specimens  received  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1879. 

The  cases  of  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries  reported  in  Class  V  of 
the  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded  numbered  5,308,  while  the 
mean  strength  of  the  Army  was  23,663  men ;  117  deaths  were  occasioned 
by  wounds  received  in  action  or  other  violent  causes,  a  proportion  of 
4.9  per  1,000  of  the  mean  strength. 

PAY  DEPART3IENT. 

The  Paymaster-General  recommends  that  the  second  section  of  the 
act  of  July  21, 1876,  be  rescinded,  which  forbids  payment  of  mileage  to 
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officers  for  travel  "  on  any  railroad  on  which  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  entitled  to  be  transported  free  of  charge."  This  act  is  described  as 
a  hardship  toward  the  officers  traveling  without  troops,  deprived  thus 
of  reimbursement  of  actual  expenses  of  traveling  (of  which  mileage  is 
intended  to  be  an  average),  while  he  is  not  in  a  position  to  execute  or 
enforce  the  policy  of  Congress  toward  the  roads. 

He  again  presents  the  claims  of  the  annuity  scheme,  quoting  the  lan- 
guage of  Secretaries  Cass  and  Poinsett  in  favor  of  some  such  system,  in 
their  annual  reports  of  1833  and  1837. 

He  states  that  a  large  share  of  the  most  experienced  officers  appear 
to  be  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  pay  of  non-commissioned  staff  officers  in 
regiments  and  of  first  sergeants  of  companies,  as  calculated  to  improve 
and  elevate  the  rank  and  file. 

He  suggests  that  while  the  President  now  has  power  to  confer  brevets 
for  distinguished  conduct  in  the  field,  he  should  also  have  the  power, 
in  exceptional  cases,  of  directing  payment  to  be  made  to  an  officer 
according  to  his  brevet  rank.  This  would  be  especially  desirable  in 
reference  to  an  officer  commanding  a  department  or  an  army  in  the 
field. 

He  states  that  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  for  payment  of  bounties,  &c., 
to  colored  soldiers,  organized  in  1867,  and  transferred  in  1872  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  is  now  in  operation  in  the  Pay  Department,  under 
the  act  of  March  3,  1879. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  states  that  work  upon  our  sea- 
coast  defenses  has  been  limited,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  act 
of  March  23,  1878,  to  their  protection,  preservation,  and  repair.  For 
the  reason  that  these  works  are  subject,  more  than  any  other  national 
structures,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  light  houses,  to  the  destruc- 
tive and  deteriorating  effects  of  the  sea,  the  amount  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  these  objects  has  proved  insufficient,  many  necessary  works 
of  repair  and  protection  remaining  unexecuted  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year  for  want  of  funds. 

Ko  progress  whatever  has  been  made  for  several  years  past  in  the 
construction  of  new  or  in  the  modification  of  our  old  works,  built 
before  the  inventions  of  modern  ordnance  and  armored  shii)s,  for  want 
of  appropriations  therefor ;  but  the  Engineer  Department  of  the  Army, 
in  the  light  of  full  information  respecting  the  recent  great  improvements 
in  ordnance  and  armor,  has  prepared  plans  for  modifying  some  of  our 
old  works  and  constructing  new  ones.  These  plans  provide  for  mount- 
ing the  heaviest  of  modern  rifled  guns  and  resisting  the  projectiles  of 
cannon  of  the  immense  calibers  now  possessed  by  neaiiy  every  maritime 
nation  of  Europe. 

The  Chief  of  Engineers  very  truly  remarks  that,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  sea-coast  defenses,  injuries  to  our  citizens  abroad  and 
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insults  to  our  flag  could  not  be  resented  with  that  vigor  and  promptitude 
demanded  by  tlio  honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation,  and  justified  by  a 
knowledge  that,  come  what  may,  our  navy-yards,  maritime  cities,  and 
depots  for  military  and  naval  stores  will  be  unassailable  behind  impreg- 
nable fortifications  and  obstructions ;  and  I  commend  the  views  of  that 
officer  respecting  the  necessity  for  reasonable  appropriations  for  our 
sea-coast  defenses,  as  expressed  in  his  report,  to  the  earnest  attention  of 
Congress  and  the  country". 

The  Battalion  of  Engineers  stationed  at  the  Engineer  School  of 
Application  at  Willets  Point  and  at  the  Military  Academy  has  been 
engaged  in  the  development  of  our  tori)edo  system,  which  has  now  been 
brought  to  a  state  of  efficiency  not  inferior,  it  is  believed,  to  that  of  any 
nation. 

Fortifications  and  torpedoes,  or  submarine  mines,  have,  in  recent 
years,  become  the  twin  defenses  of  maritime  countries,  the  latter  being 
necessary  to  hold  the  enemy's  vessels  under  the  fire  of  the  former  in 
the  approaches  to  our  harbors ;  and  I  believe  ft  is  simply  a  matter  of 
common  prudence  and  good  judgment  that  the  appropriations  asked 
for  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  providing  torpedoes  to  be  stored  in 
our  fortifications,  from  which  they  can  be  planted  in  time  of  war  in 
the  channels  and  fair-ways  of  our  harbors,  and  for  preparing  our  most 
important  forts  for  operating  them  by  providing  the  necessary  bomb- 
proof covers  for  the  electrical  apparatus,  galleries  of  approach,  &c.,  be 
granted;  also  that,  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
the  means  should  be  provided  for  increasing  the  Battalion  of  Engineers 
from  the  number  now  fixed  at  two  hundred  enlisted  men,  under  the 
'  recent  law  reducing  the  Army,  to  five  hundred  and  twenty  enlisted  men. 

The  construction,  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  pub- 
lic works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  the  surveys  and  examinations  con- 
nected therewith,  have  been  prosecuted  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1879,  with  the  means  provided  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
approved  June  18,  1878,  and  the  balances  of  previous  appropriations 
remaining  unexpended  on  July  1, 1878. 

The  execution  of  all  works  provided  for  in  the  river  and  harbOr  act 
approved  March  3, 1879,  for  which  the  plans  and  projects  have  been 
approved,  is  being  proceeded  with.  In  the  case  of  new  works  unavoid- 
able delays  have  in  some  instances  arisen  from  the  necessity  of  consid- 
ering legal  questions  touching  the  occupancy  of  their  sites.  For  further 
information  respecting  these  improvements  and  sui*reys  reference  may 
be  made  to  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  which  contains  a 
detailed  account  of  the  steps  taken  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
river  and  harbor  acts  and  of  the  satisfactory  progress  and  condition  of 
these  works.  Although  many  of  them  are  only  partially  completed, 
they  have  afforded  an  increased  security  and  facility  to  navigation  far 
exceeding  in  value  the  sums  expended  upon  them,  adding  annually  to 
the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  country  by  an  increase  of  commerce, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR.         XVII 

due  to  the  greater  depth  of  channels,  greater-  security  in  their  naviga* 
tion,  and  the  saving  of  time  in  their  use. 

I  again  ask  attention  to  the  necessity  of  legislation  to  protect  the 
channels  of  rivers  and  fair- ways  of  harbors  from  injuries  arismg  from 
wanton  deposits  by  passing  vessels  of  ballast,  ashes  from  steamers,  and 
of  all  substances  which  would  tend  to  the  formation  of  shoals  therein, 
and  also  to  protect  the  breakwaters,  piers,  and  other  public  works  con- 
structed by  the  United  States  from  trespass  upon  as  well  as  injury 
thereto. 

To  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress 
of  June  20, 1879,  a  Board  of  Ofl&cers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  has  been 
convened  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  practicability  of  bridging 
or  tunneling  the  Detroit  River  at  or  near  the  city  of  Detroit,  without 
material  or  undue  injury  to  the  navigation  of  the  river.  The  report  of 
the  board  has  not  as  yet  been  received. 

The  Mississippi  River  Commission,  constituted  by  act  of  June  28, 1879, 
for  the  improvement  of  that  river  from  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  near  its 
mouth,  to  it«  headwaters,  has  been  organized  and  has  entered  upon  its 
duties. 

The  survey  of  the  Mississippi  River  has  been  extended  from  Scanlon's 
Landing  to  Helena,  Ark.  The  longitude  and  latitude  of  Louisiana, 
Mo.,  Rock  Island,  111.,  and  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  have  been  determined. 
Charts  Nos.  8,  9,  10,  and  11  of  the  Mississippi  River  south  of  Memphis 
have  been  completed. 

On  the  survey  of  the  Northern  and  iTorth western  lakes,  the  main  tri- 
angulation  connecting  Lake  Erie  with  Lake  Michigan  has  been  nearly 
completed.  Coast  charts  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5  of  Lake  Ontario  and  Nos.  2 
3,  and  4  of  Lake  Brie  have  been  finished. 

The  survey  of  the  territory  west  of  the  one  hundredth  meridian  has 
been  continued  in  the  States  of  Colorado,  Texas,  Nevada,  California,  and 
Oregon,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  and  Wash- 
ington, and  in  connection  with  this  work  a  special  survey  of  Great  Salt 
Lake  has  been  completed. 

No  funds  were  available  for  the  prosecution  of  the  field-work  on  this 
survey  after  June  30,  1879,  and  all  parties  were  withdrawn  from  the 
field  on  or  before  that  date.  There  are  eight  engineer  ofl&cers  now  em- 
ployed in  the  Western  military  divisions  and  departments  in  making 
surveys  and  in  collecting  and  mapping  the  geographical  and  topo- 
graphical   information   obtained   in   scouts    and   campaigns  against 

hostile  Indians.    Maps  prepared  in  this  way  are  of  great  value  to  the 

_       • 

War  Department  and  to  the  Army.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  unex- 
plored areas  in  the  country  liable  to  be  traversed  by  the  troops  and  hos- 
tile Indians  be  mapped  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  an  appropriation  of 
$50,000  is  earnestly  recommended  for  this  purpose. 

Improvement  of  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River. — ^Mr.  James 
B.  Eads  and  associates  began  the  construction  of  jetties  and  other  works 
2w 
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at  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississipj)!  Eiver  June  2,  1875.  The  object 
was  to  open  and  permanently  maintain  a  navigable  channel,  26  feet  deep, 
through  then  existing  extensive  shoals  and  bars  which  were  underlying 
about  7  J  feet  of  water,  and  which,  as  obstacles  to  navigation,  rendered 
this  pass  useless  to  commerce. 

Under  an  act  of  Marcli  3,  1875,  authorizing  the  undertaking,  Mr. 
Eads  and  associates  were  to  receive  certain  payments  as  the  improve- 
ment progressed  toward  tlie  creation  of  the  channel  sought  and  required 
to  be  secured  within  a  specified  time,  and  thej^  were  to  receive  period- 
ical i)aymeTits  for  twenty  years  for  its  maintenance,  with  a  view  to  in- 
suring permanency  of  the  improvement.  The  progress  of  the  work  has 
been  the  subject-matter  of  several  reports  during  each  year  from  an 
engineer  oflicer  on  duty  at  Port  Eads,  and  lias  been  duly  communicated 
to  Congress. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  and 
ameiidatorj'  acts,  payments  for  the  work  have  been  made  on  requi- 
sitions dated  as  follows:  January  20,  1877,  $500,000;  January  10, 1878, 
^500,000;  June  21,  1878,  $500,000;  between  October  5,  1878,  and  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1879,  $216,882.06;  March  7,  1879,  $750,000;  between  March 
14  and  May  15, 1879,  $214,251.27;  May  29,  1879,  $500,000;  June  26, 
1879,  868,880.67 ;  July  3,  1879,  $500,000,  and  July  23,  1879,  $500,000 ; 
total,  $4,250,000.  The  half  million  of  dollars  last  allowed  concluded  the 
payments  authorized  for  creating  the  channel  required  by  law. 

The  first  grand  stage  of  this  important  work  was  reached  July  8, 
1879,  and  from  that  date  began  a  second  undertaking  relative  to  mahi- 
ienance  of  the  channel,  which,  if  accomplished,  entitles  Mr.  Eads  and 
associates  to  $100,000  x>er  annum,  payable  in  equal  quarterly  install- 
ments. The  first  quarterly  payment  has  been  demanded,  and  is  under 
consideration  on  a  certificate  recently  received  from  the  engineer  officer 
setting  forth  "that  the  maintenance,  by  James  B.  Eads  and  his  asso- 
ciates, of  a  channel  through  the  jetties  at  the  mouth  of  South  Pass, 
Mississippi  Eiver,  twenty-six  feet  in  depth,  and  not  less  than  two  hun- 
dred feet  in  width  at  the  bottom,  and  having  through  it  a  central  depth 
of  tliirty  feet,  without  regard  to  width,  has  been  accomplished  from 
July  8  to  October  8,  1879,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  days,  when  a 
failure  in  some  part  to  maintain  such  a  channel  occurred.  The  failure 
was  on  the  14th,  15th,  16th,  and  17th  of  August  for  the  first  period, 
und  from  August  27th  to  September  11th,  inclusive,  for  the  second 
period.  During  the  whole  of  the  interval  from  July  8  to  October  8, 
1879,  a  navigable  channel  having  a  greater  depth  than  twenty-six  feet 
has  been  maintained  at  the  head  of  South  Pass,  and  throughout  that 
interval  of  time  the  twenty -six  feet  channel  has  been,  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places,  here,  at  least  one  hundred  and  ninety  feet  wide." 

The  Attorney-General  has  been  requested  to  render  an  opinion  on 
several  questions  as  to  the  proper  constructioH  of  certain  provisions  of 
the  law  materially  bearing  upon  the  claim  for  payment.    If  the  opinion 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR.  XIX 

pending  shall  be  favorable  to  Mr.  Eads  and  associates,  then  the  first 
quarterly  payment  for  maintenance  may  be  made. 

Should  the  full  channel  be  maintained  within  the  meaning  of  the  law 
for  a  period  of  six  months  from  July  8  last,  then  Mr.  Eads  and  associates 
will  doubtless  demand  a  first  semi-annual  payment  of  interest  at  five 
per  centum  per  annum  on  the  $1,000,000  referred  to  in  the  acts  of  March 
3,  1875  and  1879.  The  demand  on  this  account  will  be  duly  considered 
as  of  course  when  presented  for  adjustment. 

Besides  other  works  connected  with  the  creation  and  maintenance  of 
the  channel  during  the  past  year,  the  jetties  at  the  mouth  of  South  Pass 
have  been  capped  with  stone  over  their  lower  ends ;  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  submerged  dam  in  the  pass,  and  over  4,000  feet  of  mattress 
walls,  substantially  new,  have  been  constructed.  The  works  established 
at  the  head  of  the  pass,  in  order  to  increase  the  flow  of  water  through 
South  Pass,  have  been  considerably  extended  and  enlarged.  The  year 
has  been  signalized  by  a  greater  measure  of  success  in  the  attainment 
of  results  than  any  other  year  since  the  inauguration  of  the  works.  The 
only  problems  in  connection  with  the  improvements,  from  an  engineering 
point  of  view,  remaining  to  be  answered  in  the  future,  are  those  in- 
volved with  the  successful  and  continuous  maintenance  of  the  channel 
already  obtained. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ORDNANCE. 

Under  the  various  laws  of  the  Cnited  States,  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment provides  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  whole  military  estab- 
lishment, and  has  charge  of  the  armories,  arsenals,  and  other  ordnance 
establishments  for  their  manufacture,  repairs,  and  storage.  Thus,  at 
the  present  time,  the  department  is  providing  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  for  the  sea-coast  fortifications,  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  the 
Military  Academy  and  the  Artillery  School,  and  the  Eegular  Army, 
in  the  military  establishment,  and  to  the  Treasury,  Post-OflBce,  and  Inte- 
rior Departments,  and  the  Fish  Commission,  the  Marine  Corps,  and  the 
thirty  colleges  authorized  by  section  1225,  Eevised  Statutes.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  work,  it  is  charged  with  other  important  duties  in  connection 
therewith  not  now  necessarj^  to  enumerate. 

The  construction  of  the  new  buildings  at  Eock  Island  Arsenal  has 
progressed  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  new  appro- 
priations asked  for,  the  workshops  will  soon  be  in  a  condition  to  receive 
their  machinery  and  commence  manufacturing  to  meet  the  future  wants 
of  the  country. 

The  convictions  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  as  to  the  soundness  of 
the  policy  of  extending  governmental  support  to  and  thereby  actually 
keeping  in  existence  the  only  establishments  in  the  country  organized 
and  fitted  to  fabricate  heavy  ordnance,  are  felt  by  me,  and  are  deepened 
by  a  fuUer  consciousness  of  how  inadequately  we  are  provided  in  this 
respect  for  even  common  emergencies.    This,  taken  in  connection  with 
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the  fact  that  our  present  sea-coast  armaments  (principally  composed  of 
smooth-bores)  are  almost  useless  for  coping  with  the  heavy  artillery  of 
the  present,  leads  me  again  to  urgently  recommend  that  Congress  con- 
sider the  granting  of  liberal  appropriations  for  our  national  defenses  as 
a  matter  of  the  first  importance. 

The  important  t^sts  of  the  8-inch  breech-loading  rifle,  converted 
from  a  10-inch  smooth-bore  gun,  are,  still  in  progress,  and  up  to  date 
202  rounds  (190  with  full  battering  charges)  have  been  successfully 
completed.  The  endurance,  so  far,  has  proved  satisfactory,  and  uo 
evidences  of  want  of  endurance  in  its  special  construction  have  been, 
so  far,  afforded ;  and  there  are  good  grounds  for  the  opinion  that  it  will 
stand  its  thorough  proof,  and  establish  the  fact  that  we  can  convert, 
after  this  system,  our  original  smooth-bore  cast-iron  guns  into  breech- 
loaders, or  produce  original  breech-loading  cannon  of  the  heaviest  con- 
struction, using  in  a  short  time  wholly  the  products  of  our  own  founderies 
and  other  manufacturing  establishments. 

Previous  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  decided  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  use  of  breech-loading  rifles,  especially  in  casemated 
works.  Since  then  the  unfortunate  disaster  on  board  of  the  Thunderer 
(the  bursting  of  a  38-ton  muzzle-loading  gun  by  the  accidental  insertion 
of  two  charges,  impossible  to  occur  in  breech-loaders),  and  the  unex- 
celled results  (in  power,  accuracy,  and  successful  manipulation)  recently 
attained  at  Meppen,  by  Herr  Krupp,  in  the  trials  of  his  breech-loading 
guns  of  70  and  18  tons,  have  led  to  the  conviction  that  it  is  highly  prob- 
able that  the  general  introduction  of  breech-loading  inst-ead  of  muzzle- 
loading  cannon  in  the  armaments  of  Europe,  for  all  heavy  ordnance 
especially,  is  a  mere  matter  of  time. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  there  were  manufactured  at  the  National 
Armory  20,005  Springfield  rifles,  and,  under  the  law  authorizing  it,  1,000 
of  the  experimental  Hotchkiss  magazine  rifles.  The  former  have  been 
produced  at  a  much  less  cost  than  heretofore,  owing  to«the  increased 
number  manufactured  and  the  improvement  of  the  plant  employed;  and 
as  there  is  now  available  a  larger  appropriation  than  usual  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the  cost  will  yet  be  further 
reduced  in  the  fiiture.  There  were  in  store  on  July  1, 1879,  only  22,073 
rifles  and  5,406  carbines  at  the  armory  and  arsenals,  a  wretchedly  small 
number,  considering  the  wants  of  the  present  and  the  calls  that  may  be 
made  in  the  future. 

The  Hotchkiss  arms  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Eegular  Army  for 
trial  in  actual  ser\ice,  and  upon  the  reports  to  be  made  bimonthly  will 
depend  any  recommendations  for  the  supply  to  be  hereafter  manu- 
factured. But  whether  this  magazine  gun  is  to  be  the  arm  of  the  future 
or  not,  it  is  not  safe  to  delay  providing  an  ample  supply  of  the  Spring- 
field rifles. 

The  Ordnance  Department  has  now  in  its  possession,  set  up  at  the 
Watertown  Arsenal,  the  finest  machine  in  the  world  for  testing  the 
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strength  of  metals  and  other  materials,  and  a  small  annual  appropria- 
tion is  asked  to  enable  the  department  to  use  it.  This  machine  was 
authorized  by  Congress,  and  constructed  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  the  late  United  States  board  to  test  iron,  steel,  &c.  Valuable 
results  have  already  been  obtauied  from  itp  limited  use,  under  circum- 
stances very  unfavorable,  and  it  is  suggested  that  a  wise  policy  and  a 
just  appreciation  of  the  advantages  to  inure  to  the  various  industries 
of  the  country  will  prompt  the  Congress  to  grant  the  small  amount  of 
money  necessary  to  develop  its  capacities. 

The  work  already  accomplished  has  enlisted  the  active  sympathy  of 
scientific  men  of  all  classes  and  metal  manufacturers  and  users,  who 
have  not  limited  their  expressions  of  approval,  but  have  supplemented 
them  with  funds  to  finish  work  which  was  commenced  but  could  not  be 
finished  owing  to  the  failure  of  Congress  to  appropriate  the  whole  sum 
needed. 

REPORT   OF  THE  CHTEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER. 

The  Chief  Signal  Officer  reports  that  the  established  course  of  drill 
and  instruction  in  military  signaling  and  telegraphy,  meteorology  and 
the  Signal  Service  duties  at  stations  of  observation  and  report,  together 
with  the  drills  of  the  Signal  Corj^s  ^^ith  arms,  has  continued  at  the 
School  of  Instruction  and  Practice  at  Fort  Whipple,  Va.  The  appa- 
ratus needed  for  the  study  and  exercises,  with  instruments  ,•  for  practice 
in  the  meteorological  duties  at  stations  of  observation ;  the  equipment 
for  the  drill  in  field  signaling ;  the  drill  with  the  field  telegraph  train ; 
the  construction  drill  for  permanent  telegraph  lines ;  and  the  duties  on 
signal  and  telegraphic  stations,  is  full  and  has  been  improved  by  useful 
additions. 

The  officers  of  the  Signal  Service  pass  the  course  of  drill  and  in- 
struction, and  serve  regularly  at  the  post  of  Fort  Whipple  before 
being  put  upon  any  other  duty.  There  have  been  instructed  during 
the  year  122  men  as  assistant  observers  and  9  for  promotion  to  the  grade 
of  sergeant. 

The  whole  active  force  of  the  Signal  Corps,  officers  and  enlisted  men, 
is  practiced,  at  this  post,  in  the  general  drills  with  arms  and  with  tele- 
graphic equipments.  The  drills  occur  regularly  and  embrace  all  at  the 
post  or  serving  in  Washington,  sufficiently  near  to  enable  them  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  practice. 

The  office  files  are  crowded  with  applications  for  enlistment.  The 
severe  examinations  are  successfully  undergone.  The  clause  providing 
"  that  two  sergeants  may  in  each  year  be  appointed  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenants ^  gives,  by  assurance  of  permanent  service  and  promised  reward, 
that  stimulus  to  exertion  so  long  and  earnestly  sought  for.  Until  the 
results  of  this  organization,  up  to  this  time  so  satisfactory,  have  been 
more  fully  tested,  it  is  not  advisable  that  changes  be  attempted. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  stations  have  been  maintained  during  the 
year  to  fill  the  system  of  stations  of  observation  from  which  reports  are 
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deemed  necessary  to  enable  proper  warnings  to  be  given  of  the  approach 
and  force  of  storms,  and  of  other  meteoric  changes,  for  the  benefit  ol 
agricultural  and  commercial  interests. 

Twenty-five  stations  of  a  second  class,  hitherto  described  as  "  Sunset 
stations,^  at  which  a  single  observation  is  taken,  daily,  at  the  time  ol 
sunset,  by  citizens  employed  for  this  purpose,  have  been  continued  in 
operation. 

The  daily  exchange  of  telegraphic  reports,  had  by  comity  of  exchange 
with  the  chief  meteorological  office  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  has  been 
continued,  and  warnings  have  been  regularly  sent  from  this  office  to 
enable  signals  to  be  displayed  at  the  ports  of  the  Dominion  at  times  of 
threatened  danger. 

The  issue  for  publication  of  the  official  deductions  or  forecasts  had  at 
the  office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  and  known  as  the  Synopsis  and 
Indications,  has  continued  during  the  year.  There  has  been  no  failure 
of  the  delivery  of  any  report  to  the  press  during  that  period.  The  total 
number  of  the  reports  thus  furnished  at  the  hours  of  1  a.  m.,  10.30  a.  m., 
and  7.30  p.  m.,  daily,  has  been  1,095. 

The  wide  diffusion  given  these  reports  may  be  judged  from  the  fact 
that  they  appear  daily  in  almost  every  newspaper  in  the  United  States. 
When  the  forecasts  or  indications  thus  published  are  examined  in  refer- 
ence to  accuracy  of  preannouncement  of  the  state  of  the  weather  only 
(not  the  forestating,  as  is  the  custom,  the  changes  of  the  barometer, 
thermometer,  and  average  wind-direction  to  happen),  the  average  per- 
centage of  accuracy  is  found  to  be  90.7  per  cent,  verified.  A  minute  anal- 
ysis of  the  same  forecast  and  a  careful  comparison  with  the  weather  and 
the  instrumental  changes  above  referred  to,  afterward  occurring  within 
the  time  and  within  the  district  to  which  each  forecast  has  had  refer- 
ence, has  given  an  average  percentage  of  accuracy  of  86.6  per  cent.  An 
average  of  90  per  cent,  to  follow  this  comparison  is  also  believed  to  bd 
attainable. 

A  telegi'aphic  weather-map  charted  at  this  office  at  the  hour  for  the 
morning  report  and  rapidly  telegraphed,  by  a  process  peculiar  to  the 
service,  to  New  York,  in  time  to  appear  in  the  lines  of  the  charting  iu 
the  paper  going  to  press  at  11.30  a.  m.,  has  been  de\ised  and  is  in  daily- 
use. 

The  display  of  cautionary  day  and  night  signals,  by  flags  and  lights, 
upon  the  lakes  and  the  great  ports  of  the  United  States  upon  the  At- 
lantic and  Gulf  coasts,  has  been  made  systematically  on  occasions  of 
supposed  especial  danger  at  ninety -four  different  sea  and  lake  ports  and 
cities.  There  were  added  on  January  1, 1878,  to  the  display  of  day  and 
night  signals  at  the  ports  which  had  been  "Cautionary"  alone  up  to 
that  date,  the  display  by  day  or  at  night  of  the  "Cautionary  Off-shore 
Signal,"  indicating  that  while  winds  might  be  high  and  there  might  be 
danger,  the  winds  to  follow  were  expected  to  blow  "off-shore."  It  is  of 
important  utility  in  the  management  and  for  the  safety  of  vessels  to  be 
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thus  preadvised  as  to  comiug  winds.  The  adoption  of  this  signal,  first 
made,  so  far  as  is  known,  at  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  has  much 
increased  the  usefulness  of  the  service.  Of  the  total  number  of  cau- 
tionary signals  thus  displayed,  80.1  per  cent,  have  afterwards  been 
reported  as  justified.  In  tl^e  easels  reported  as  failures  of  justification 
following  the  display,  the  wind  did  not  attain,  at  the  place  of  display, 
a  violence  held  to  justify  it.  !No  great  storm  has  sw^ept  over  any  con- 
siderable number  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  without  prean- 
nouncement. 

The  plan  of  '^  Display-  Stations,"  referred  to  in  the  last  annual  report, 
has  continued  in  operation.  These  stations  are  subordinate  stations, 
located  at  the  smaller  lake  or  sea  ports,  and  are  classed  several  together 
in  sections,  each  section  being  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  a 
sergeant  of  the  Signal  Cori)s,  located  at  a  named  station  at  some  neigh- 
boring principal  port  to  exhibit  its  storm-warnings.  The  power  of  dis- 
playing the  warning  signals  will,  with  little  added  expense,  more  than 
double  under  this  system. 

The  exhibition  of  symbol  maps,  on  which  the  meteoric  condition  is 
shown  by  symbol  at  the  rooms  of  the  boards  of  trade,  chambers  of  com- 
merce, and  of  other  commercial  associations,  and  at  places  of  public 
resort,  for  the  benefit  of  shipping  and  other  interests,  the  display  of  bul- 
letins, the  distribution  of  weather  maps,  and  the  employment  of  other 
methods  for  rapidly  diffusing  for  public  use  the  information  had  at  this 
office,  have  been  continued. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  Post-Office  Department,  6,142  printed 
"  Farmers'  Bulletins,"  on  which  appear  daily  the  forecasts  of  this  office, 
have  been  distributed  and  displayed  in  frames  daily  at  as  many  different 
jiost-offices  in  different  cities,  villages,  and  hamlets  in  different  States,  for 
the  use  of  the  agricultural  population  throughout  the  United  States. 

A  ''Weather  Case  or  Farmers'  Weather  Indicator,"  an  instrument  ar- 
ranged to  exhibit  together  on  a  simple  plan  the  meteorological  indica- 
tions of  several  instruments,  and  in  such  way  that  they  can  be  easily 
noted  by  any  one,  is  in  preparation  for  general  issue. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  a  Eailway  ^Bulletin  Service, 
on  railways,  has  been  established  in  co-operation  with  this  office.  The 
different  railway  companies  receive  at  tbe  time  of  the  midnight  report 
and  by  telegraph  a  copy  of  the  report,  which  is  distributed  under  super- 
vision of  the  superintendents  of  the  railway  telegraphs,  to  designated 
stations  along  the  lines. 

The  river  reports,  giving  the  average  depth  of  water  of  the  different 
great  rivers  of  the  interior,  and  notice  of  dangerous  rises,  for  the  benefit 
of  river  commerce  and  the  population  in  the  vicinity,  have  been  regu- 
larly made,  telegraphed,  bulletined  in  frames,  and  published  by  the  press 
at  the  different  river  ports  and  cities.  Eiver  stations  have  been  opened 
during  the  year  on  the  principal  California  rivers. 

A  circular  issued  on  March  15, 1875,  showing  the  range  between  high 
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and  low  water  marks  on  the  western  rivers,  and  the  height  at  which  the 
river  rises  became  dangerous  along  their  banks,  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  first  systematic  attempt  to  establish  a  "  danger  line  "  on  these  rivers. 
This  circular  was  prepared  fix)m  data  collected  at  this  office,  and  was 
given  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  a  wide  circulation  through  the 
press  and  otherwise. 

A  series  of  canal  reports,  announcing  temperatures  probable  to  affect 
the  canal  commerce,  were  issued  during  the  season  of  closing  navigation 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  winter,  for  the  uses  of  canal  commerce 
in  the  several  States  and  the  interests  depending  thereon. 

The  regular  daily  publication  of  the  reports  by  the  press,  now  con- 
tinued for  nine  years  without  cost  to  the  United  States,  is  considered  as 
an  evidence  of  the  usefulness  of  the  reports  and  of  the  favor  with  which 
they  are  received  by  the  communities  for  which  they  are  intended. 

The  office  publications,  the  Weekly  Weather  Chronicle  and  the  Monthly 
Weather  Eeview,  have  been  regularly  issued  during  the  year.  A  num- 
ber of  valuable  charts  have  been  prepared. 

By  authority  of  the  War  Department,  and  with  the  courteous  co-oper- 
ation of  scientists  and  chiefs  of  meteorological  services  representing  the 
different  countries,  a  record  of  observations  taken  daily,  simultaneously 
with  the  observations  taken  throughout  the  United  States  and  the  ad- 
jacent islands,  is  exchanged  semi-monthly,  These  reports  are  to  cover 
the  territorial  extent  of  Algiers,  Austria,  Belgium,  Great  Britain,  China, 
Central  America,  Denmark,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  India,  Italy, 
Japan,  Mexico,  The  Netherlands,  Norway,  Portugal,  Eussia,  Spain, 
Sweden,  Switzerland,  Turkey,  British  North  America,  the  United  States, 
Sandwich  Islands,  West  Indies,  and  South  America. 

On  July  1,  1875,  the  daily  issue  of  a  printed  bulletin,  exhibiting  these 
international  simultaneous  reports,  was  commenced  at  this  office,  and 
has  been  since  maintained. 

On  July  1, 1878,  the  first  issue  of  mi  international  weather  map,  issued 
daily  and  embracing  the  whole  northern  hemisphere,  was  commenced  at 
this  office.  The  issue  of  guch  a  map,  thus  first  issued  in  the  United 
States,  is  without  a  precedent  in  history.  The  studies  it  makes  possible 
must  lead  to  important  results  in  matters  relating  to  international  me- 
teorology, and  possibly  to  the  international  exchange  of  data  on  which 
^^  warnings"  maybe  based  in  distant  countries.  Additional  weather 
maps  of  the  northern  hemisphere,  tracing  storm  tracks  upon  the  oceans 
and  exhibiting  meteorological  conditions  by  months,  have  been  issued 
during  the  present  year. 

The  sea-coast  service  of  the  Signal  Service,  in  connection  with  the 
Life-Saving  Service,  has  been  continued  during  the  year. 

A  code  of  danger  or  distress  signals,  to  be  furnished  without  cost  to 
all  vessels  sailing  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  enabling  them 
to  communicate  by  flags  with  stations  or  relief  parties  on  the  shore  in 
case  of  need,  disaster,  or  distress,  is  widely  distributed. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  Congress  authorizing  the  construction  and 
operation  of  telegraphic  lines  in  the  interior  and  upon  the  frontier,  for 
connecting  military  posts  and  stations,  and  for  tiiie  protection  of  the 
populations  from  Indian  and  other  depredations,  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  Signal  Corps  have  been  continued  upon  these  duties.  The 
lines  in  Arizona,  Kew  Mexico,  and  upon  the  Texan  frontier,  are  nearly 
completed.  The  lines  in  the  Northwest,  for  which  provision  is  made,  are 
pushed  rapidly  forward.  The  work  of  construction  has  been  in  large 
part  done  by  working  parties  furnished  by  the  active  co-operation  of 
department  commanders.  A  total  length  of  4,467  miles  of  line,  includ- 
ing 543  miles  on  the  sea-coast,  was  in  operation  and  maintained  in  the 
care  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Signal  Corps,  June  30, 1879. 

The  lines  carried  into  a  country  held  before  these  lines  were  built  to  be 
impracticable  for  such  constructions,  and  maintained  in  regions  and  with 
circumstances  as  difficult  for  such  operations,  perhaps,  as  any  in  the 
world,  have  been  successfrdly  worked  a^  compared  with  lines  under 
other  management  and  at  all  similarly  circumstanced.  The  lines  have 
proven  of  very  great  value  in  Indian  wars. 

The  Chief  Signal-Officer  recommends  that  there  be  just  provision,  by 
legislation,  for  the  permanent  employment  and  grades  of  the  officers  of 
the  corps.  The  increase  of  the  enlisted  force  of  the  corps  is  recommended 
as  a  measure  of  economy.  It  is  hoped  there  may  be  no  failure  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  service  of  the  amounts  estimated  for  the  ensuing 
year ;  they  have  been  estimated  with  careful  economy. 

THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  *  of 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  invite  attention  to  their 
recommendations. 

It  appears  that  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  cadet  bar 
lacks  is  demanded  by  considerations  both  of  health  and  of  comfort,  and 
it  is  accordingly  recommended. 

The  Superintendent,  Major- General  Schofleld,  reports  that  it  is  very 
imx>ortant  to  provide  suitable  accommodations  at  West  Point  for  the 
Board  of  Visitors  and  other  prominent  persons  who  visit  the  Academy 
officially  during  the  annual  examination  in  June.  The  smaU  hotel  sit- 
uated on  the  plain  is  the  property  of  the  post  fund,  the  XTnited  States 
having  contributed  nothing  towards  its  erection.  It  was  designed  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  parents  and  friends  of  cadets  visiting  West 
Point,  and  of  officers  transiently  at  the  post.  During  the  commence- 
ment season  it  is  wholly  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  other 
officials,  greatly  to  the  discomfort  of  all  other  guests,  mainly  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  cadets,  for  whose  accommodation  the  hotel  was  espe- 
cially intended. 

I  concur  with  General  Schofield  in  recommending  an  appropriation 
for  the  erection  of  a  cottage,  adjacent  to  the  hotel,  for  the  use  of  the 
3w 
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Board  of  Visitors  and  other  official  visitors  to  the  Academy.    It  is  be- 
lieved that  $10,000  wonld  be  a  suffideDt  sum  for  the  purpose. 

I.EAVENWOBTH  TVITTiTTABY  PBISON. 

• 

The  annual  reports  from  the  Leavenworth  Military  Prison  indicate  a 
very  satisfactory  progress  and  condition.  The  labor  of  the  prisoners  has 
been  utilized,  as  flEir  as  possible,  in  manufacture  of  articles  needed  fbr 
the  use  of  the  Army.  Extensions  have  been  made  to  the  buildings,  and 
alterations  of  buildings  akeady  in  use  have  been  made  to  adapt  them 
to  the  better  occupancy,  both  for  health  and  labor.  Prisoners  have  been 
employed  largely  in  mechanical  labor,  partly  in  the  work  of  building 
the  prison  wall,  but  chiefly  in  the  manufEM^ture  of  shoes,  tent  pins,  and 
barrack  chairs  for  the  Army.  The  number  is  rei>orted  as  follows :  8,530 
chairs,  40,000  tent  pins,  and  51,756  pairs  of  shoes.  The  manufacture  of 
boots  has  only  been  recently  commenced,  because  of  contracts  previ- 
ously made  with  private  manufacturers.  The  prison  fajm  now  contains 
about  fifty  acres,  aU  but  seven  of  which  have  been  cleared,  fenced,  and 
is  cultivated  by  prisoners'  labor.  Particular  attention  has  been  given 
to  sanitary  measures,  diet  of  prisoners,  &c.,  and  the  report  of  the  prison 
surgeon  shows  but  three  deaths  in  the  year  out  of  a  monthly  average 
strength  of  327  men. 

The  governor  of  the  prison  makes  satisfactory  rei>ort  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  the  prisoners,  having  but  seldom  to  resort  to  any  severe 
discipline.  This  is  attested  also  by  the  fact  that  all  but  an  exceedingly 
small  percentage  of  prisoners  secure  their  release  sooner  than  the  expi- 
ratipn  of  their  full  term,  by  earning  an  abatement  under  a  regulation 
which  allows  five  days'  reduction  for  each  month  of  good  conduct. 

The  duties  required  of  the  officers  of  the  prison  are  exacting,  and  the 
manner  of  their  perfoijnance  is  worthy  of  commendation. 

It  is  hoped  that  legislation,  which  was  asked  last  winter,  may  be  se- 
cured at  the  coming  session  of  Congress  to  authorize  the  use  of  the 
earnings  of  prisoners  and  receipts  for  the  sale  of  manufactured  artioIeB 
toward  the  maintenance  of  the  prison. 

GEO.  W.  MoOBABY, 

Beoretwry  of  Wa/r. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  D.  C,  November  1, 1879. 

Sir  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  my  annual  report  for  the 
past  twelve  months,  and  will  preface  it  as  usual  by  the  foUovring  tabular 
statements  and  returns,  compiled  by  the  Adjutant-General. 

A. — "Organization  of  the  Eegular  Army.'^ 

B. — "General  return  or  exhibit  of  actual  strength  of  the  Eegular 
Army.'' 

C. — "Distribution  of  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,'^ 
comprehending  the  Departments  of  the  IVfissouri,  Texas,  Platte,  and 
Dakota. 

D. — Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  comprehending  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  East  and  South. 

E. — Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  comprehending  tne  Departments 
of  California,  the  Columbia,  and  Arizona. 

F. — ^Department  of  West  Point. 

An  analysis  of  Table  B  will  show  that  the  Army  at  present  is  com- 
posed of— 


Officers.   Enlisted 
men. 


General  officers 11 


Adjutant-generals 17 

Inspectors-general ^......  6  ..•--• 

Judge-advocates 9  

Quartermasters 60 

Commissaries  of  subsistence 26  

Surgeons  and  assistants -.--  179          i87 

Paymasters 54  

Engineers 110          192 

Or£iance 63         397 

Signal 3          456 

Chaplains 29  


Total  General  staff 556      1,23^ 


Ten  regiments  of  cavalry 430  7,206 

Five  regiment*  of  artillery 278  2,387 

Twenty-five  regiments  of  infantry 851  10,973 

Total  Line .~"l,559  20,566 


Unassigned  captain 1     

Ordnance-sergeants  of  posts li4 

Commissary-sergeants  of  posts 151 

West  Point  detachment 186 

Recruiting  detachments  and  recruits  unassigned 1,710 

Prison-guard,  Fort  Leavenworth 70 

Indian  scouts - 233 


Total  unattached , 1      2,464 

Grand  aggregate 2,187    24,262 

Military  Academy,  24  musicians,  8  professors,  and  212  cadets.    Retired,  388  officers. 
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The  11  generals,  1,559  officers,  20,566  men,  and  233  Indian  scouts,  with 
such  of  the  officers  of  the  general  staff  as  are  assigned  by  the  War  De- 
partment to  duty  with  the  troops,  constitute  the  Army  proper,  or  the 
'^  combatant  force."  All  other  parts  of  the  military  establishment  are 
provided  by  law  for  special  service  more  or  less  connected  with  the 
Army  or  militia,  but  are  not  available  for  frontier  defense ;  as  for  in- 
stance, the  397  enlisted  men  of  ordnance  are  in  fact  workmen  at  the 
arsenals ;  the  192  men  of  engineers  are  at  Willets  Point  undergoing 
instruction  in  torpedo-practice,  and  are  not  subject  to  the  division  com- 
mander ;  the  456  men  of  the  Signal  Corps  are  employed  in  observing 
the  weather  or  in  working  telegraphs ;  the  114  ordnance-sergeants  have 
charge  of  old  forts  or  fixed  magazines ;  the  151  commissary-sergeants 
are  in  charge  of  stores ;  187  are  stewards  of  hospitals ;  the  West  Point 
detachment — 186 — is  localized  at  the  Military  Academy  ;  70  men  com- 
X)rise  a  prison-guard  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  the  recruiting  detach- 
ments— 1,710 — are  at  David's  Island,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Jefferson 
Barracks,  Mo.  These  various  detachments,  aggregating  3,463  enlisted 
men  of  the  highest  grades,  compose  about  one-sixth  part  of  the  enlisted 
men  pro\ided  by  law  for  the  whole  Army,  leaving  but  20,799  for  actual 
service.  I  mention  these  figures  in  some  uetail,  because  I  know  that  it 
is  the  popular  belief,  shared  in  by  many  members  of  Congress,  that  we 
have  25,000  men  for  duty.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  reduce  these 
detachments  to  the  lowest  number  possible,  so  as  to  afford  more  men 
to  our  skeleton  companies,  but  have  found  it  impossible,  and  I  notice 
that  similar  detachments  are  reported  on  all  Army  returns  for  fifty 
years  back. 

There  are  430  companies  in  the  Eegular  Army ;  25,000  men  would 
give  58  to  each,  which  is  as  small  a3  any  company  should  be,  and  I 
earnestly  recommend  that  you  ask  Congress  to  so  legislate  that  the 
25,000  men  provided  by  law  may  be  allowed  exclusively  for  the  regiments 
of  the  line,  and  that  special  provision  be  made  for  these  several  detach- 
ments, as  has  already  been  done  for  the  Signal  Sersice.  The  Army  can- 
not, with  justice,  be  held  responsible  for  the  work  of  25,000  men,  when 
so  large  a  fraction  is  necessarily  diverted  to  other  uses,  it  may  be  of 
equal  national  importance. 

Tables  C,  D,  E,  and  F  show  how  these  troops  are  distributed  for  serv- 
vice.  The  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  is  divided  into  nine  de- 
partments, and  these  departments  are  grouped  into  three  grand  military 
divisions,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-General  Sheridan,  Major-General 
Hancock,  and  Major-General  McDowell. 

West  Point  constitutes  a  distinct  department,  commanded  by  Major- 
fcreneral  Schofield. 

In  order  to  show  the  vast  amount  of  labor  and  service  performed  by 
officers  and  men,  I  herewith  submit  fidl  reports  by  all  the  division  and 
department  commanders,  with  such  subordinate  reports  as  seem  neces- 
sary to  a  full  understanding  of  the  condition  of  the  troops  and  the  his- 
tory of  events  during  the  past  year.  These  are  so  full  and  interesting 
that  I  might  safely  leave  ea<5h  commander  to  state  his  own  case,  but  in 
order  to  give  emphasis  to  certain  recommendations  by  department  and 
division  commanders,  I  am  forced  to  refer  to  some  of  the  events  in  par- 
tial detail. 

In  May  last  General  Teny^,  commanding  the  Department  of  Dakota, 
reported"  that  Indians  from  Sitting  BiUl's  camp  bqyond  the  northern 
national  boundary  had  followed  tlie  buffalo  south  and  were  likely  to 
create  disorder  and  commit  acts  of  hostility  against  Indians  and  others 
belonging  on  our  side,  and  that  he  knew  of  no  way  to  put  a  stop  to  this 


GENERAL   OF   THE   ARMY.  5 

annoyance  other  than  by  organizing  a  strong  column  at  Fort  Keogh, 
clearing  the  country,  and  then  establishing  a  summer  camp  of  moderate 
size  at  Poplar  Creek  Agency,  on  the  Missouri  Eiver,  but  that  under  ex- 
isting orders  he  did  not  feel  justified  in  adopting  this  course,  and  asked 
for  instructions.  He  was  promptly  notified  that  there  was  no  objection 
to  temporary  operations  and  a  temporary  cantonment,  but  that  we  were 
not  prepared  to  build  any  permanent  post  in  that  quarter,  other  than 
Fort  Assinniboine,  for  which  Congress  had  made  an  appropriation.  Gen- 
eral Terry  committed  this  task  to  Colonel  Nelson  A.  Miles,  commanding 
District  of  the  Yellowstone,  to  whose  report,  and  to  that  of  General 
Terry  himself,  I  refer  for  ftdl  details  of  the  whole  expedition.  It  accom- 
plished all  that  was  designed,  and  resulted  in  the  withdrawal  north  of  the 
boundary  of  all  hostile  Lidians,  and  a  better  undei^tanding  with  the  Do- 
minion authorities  who  have  charge  of  the  Canadian  Indians.  Neverthe- 
less, we  know  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  do  yet  remain  in  Canada  near 
our  border,  many  of  whom  are  hostile  Sioux,  whose  relatives  are  with 
Eed  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  on  their  resen^ation ;  that  the  buffalo  on 
which  they  mainly  subsist  are  fast  disappearing,  and  that  want  and 
hunger  will  soon  compel  them  to  depredate  for  food  on  our  Indians  or 
on  our  people;  and  that  some  more  permanent  security  must  be  found 
than  results  from  the  good  will  of  our  neighbors.  The  country  north  of 
the  Missouri  Eiver  fwm  Fort  Buford  to  Assinniboine,  "  a  distance  of  , 
250  miles  as  the  crow  flies,"  is  perfectly  open  to  such  incursions,  and 
General  Terry  advises  that  a  new,  strong,  and  permanent  military  post 
be  built  near  the  national  boundary  between  these  two  points,  and  asks 
therefor  the  sum  of  $200,000.  He  also  asks  for  an  additional  $100,000 
to  complete  Assinniboine.  These  two  posts  wiU  be  on  or  near  the  na- 
tional boundary,  and  will  continue  for  a  long  while,  if  not  forever,  our 
extreme  northern  line  of  defense,  and  therefore  such  structures  should 
be  made  of  stone  or  brick. 

It  is  only  four  years  since  the  Yellowstone  was  the  northern  defensive 
line,  was  infested  by  the  most  warlike  Indians  of  the  continent,  and 
Congress  provided  for  the  building  of  two  new  posts  thereon,  viz,  Keogh 
and  Custer.  As  usual,  the  building  of  these  posts  or  places  of  security 
has  resulted  in  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  whole  line  from  Bismarck 
westward ;  so  that,  at  the  same  rate  of  progress,  in  two  or  three  years 
this  line  of  travel,  like  that  along  the  Platte,  will  be  able  to  take  care  of 
itself,  and  Keogh  and  Custer  may  be  abandoned.  Then  we  will  have  to 
move  the  troops  northward ;  and  probably  it  is  wiser  to  jump  to  this 
conclusion  and  to  take  post  at  once  along  the  national  boundary,  in 
which  event  the  post  referred  to  by  General  Terry  will  be  absolutely 
necessary.  I  therefore  recommend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  appropri- 
ate $100,000  to  complete  Fort  Assinniboine,  and  $200,000  to  build  a  new 
post  near  Wood  Mountain,  at  some  point  near  the  107th  parallel  west  of 
GreenAvich,  the  exact  spot  to  be  afterward  determined  by  careful  ex- 
ploration, and  that  the  appropriation  be  made  available  for  two  years. 

In  this  connection  I  also  beg  to  submit  my  conviction  that  very  soon 
the  progress  of  events  will  make  it  absolutely  necessary  to  remove  all 
the  Indians  now  located  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  viz,  Arickarees,  Gros 
Ventres,  Piegans,  Bloods,  and  Crows,  to  the  Sioux  Eeservation  below 
Cannon  Ball  Creek,  and  to  open  up  for  actual  settlers  all  the  land  in  the 
region  north  and  west  of  that  reservation. 

KANSAS  BOEDEE  TEOUBLES. 

The  Indian  Territory,  south  of  Kansas  and  west  of  Arkansas,  is  by  far 
the  most  valuable  body  of  land  now  reserved  for  the  sole  use  and  occu- 
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pataon  of  any  of  the  Indian  tribes.  As  early  as  April,  1879,  certain  de- 
signing parties  put  in  circulation  a  r^ort  that  the  snrplns  land  would 
soon  be  opened  by  Congress  to  settlement,  and  emigrants  at  once  began 
to  cross  over  and  stake  out  "  claims.'' 

The  President  issued  his  proclamation  of  April  26,  1879,  and  gave 
orders  that  the  military  authorities  should  respond  to  the  call  Of  the 
rightftd  civil  agents,  who  were  required  to  remove  all  intruders  or  tres- 
passers by  force  if  necessary,  also  to  protect  the  Indians  in  the  full  and 
free  enjoyment  of  all  parts  of  that  Territory.  This  most  delicate  duty 
has  been  admirably  performed  by  the  troops  under  the  orders  of  General 
Pope,  to  whose  rei)ort  I  refer  for  ftiller  details,  and  I  now  only  allude  to 
the  subject  to  illustrate  how  military  pdsts  result  from  temporary  and 
local  causes.  Small  detachments  have  all  summer  been  distributed  and 
are  yet  posted  along  the  southern  border  of  Kansas  in  tents,  but  as  winter 
comes  on  the  officers  in  command  will  naturally  construct  huts  and 
houses,  which  will,  unless  the  cause  be  soon  removed,  result  in  a  greater 
number  of  the  small  posts  which  already  add  so  much  to  the  cost  of  the 
Army.  Many  of  these  posts,  not  only  in  Kansas,  but  throughout  the 
West,  along  our  northern  border,  and  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  seaboards, 
which  were  absolutely  necessary  in  their  day,  are  now  more  than  useless. 
All  of  them  contain,  Jtiowever,  more  or  less  public  property  which  must 
be  guarded  and  accounted  for  by  existing  laws.  These  small  posts  could 
be  abandoned  to  great  advantage  to  the  military  and  in  the  interest  of 
economy.  Congress  alone  can  &pose  of  any  land  or  buildings  once  re- 
duced to  possession,  and  I  am  aware  that  the  Secretar^^  of  War  is  power-* 
less  in  the  premises,  yet  I  trust  he  will  ask  of  Congress  the  necessary 
authority  to  sell  all  superfluous  i)osts,  under  such  restrictions  as  it  may 
imi)ose.  I  believie  that  out  of  the  great  number  of  forts  and  military 
X)osts  now  garrisoned  or  in  the  custody  of  ordnance  sergeants  about 
thirty  might  be  sold  to  great  advantage.  By  diminishing  the  number 
of  such  posts  we  can  collect  our  troops  in  larger  garrisons  at  essential 
strategic  points,  increasing  their  efficiency  and  usefulness,  and  thereby 
will  avoid  the  cost  of  repairs  to  buildings  of  no  military  value  whatever. 
I  have  heretofore  reported  the  names  of  several  such  forts  and  military 
posts,  and  will  be  ready  at  any  moment  to  increase  the  list  whenever 
oaUed  on  to  do  so. 

AFFAIRS  m  TEXAS. 

The  report  of  General  Ord  shows  a  most  satisfactory  condition  of 
affairs  in  that  department,  especially  along  the  Eio  Grande  frontier. 
The  troops  have  been  most  active  in  counteracting  the  effects  of  raids 
made  by  small  bands  of  thieving  Indians  and  vagabonds  from  Mexico, 
and  from  the  direction  of  New  Mexico ;  have  created  a  comparative  free- 
dom from  danger  which  has  become  habitual  in  that  quarter  of  our 
country  for  two  or  three  years,  and  have  thereby  aided  materially  in 
stimulating  the  great  prosi)erity  which  now  prevails  in  Texas.  A  large 
immigration  has  poured  into  that  State,  filling  up  her  waste  lands,  and 
as  a  consequence  settlements  have  overrun  Forts  Eichardson  and  Griffin, 
and  compelled  the  removal  of  the  frontier  further  west.  General  Ora 
now  asks  a  specific  appropriation  for  a  post  on  the  line  between  Ports 
Concho  and  Elliott  to  give  increased  security  to  the  very  large  and 
growing  trade  in  cattle  driven  from  Texas  by  this  route  to  the  railroad 
at  Fort  Dodge.  I  am  aware  that  Congress  regards  these  new  posts  as 
extravagant;  but  each  one  repays  a  hundred-fold  its  cost  by  increased 
security  and  increased  national  wealth.  I  therefore  recommend  the' 
appropriation  of  $60,000  for  this  projected  post.    If  Forts  Griffin  and 
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Bichardson  (which  this  new  i>ost  is  designed  to  replace)  could  be  sold, 
the  proceeds  would  go  tsar  toward  building  the  new  one;  but  the  law 
compels  all  moneys  received  by  sales  of  any  kind  to  go  to  the  miscella- 
neous receipts  of  the  Treasury,  and  no  permanent  miLitary  structures 
can  be  erected  without  a  specific  appropriation  by  Congress. 

I  also  recommend  that  a  further  appropriation  of  $100,000  be  made 
for  new  buUdings  at  existing  miHtary  stations  in  Texas,  to  be  disbursed 
under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department,  and 
subject  to  the  orders  ^  the  department  commander. 

Heretofore,  about  one-fiffch  of  the  effective  force  of  the  whole  Army 
has  been  stationed  in  Texas,  but  recently  Gheneral  Sheridan  was  forced 
to  draw  from  Fort  Clark  Colonel  Mackenzie  and  the  six  companies  of 
the  Fourth  Cavalry  stationed  there,  in  order  to  make  up  the  force  now 
at  Fort  Garland,  which  was  imperatively  demanded  for  service  in  the  TJte 
country. 

There  still  remain  in  Texas  two  full  regiments  of  cavalry,  four  of 
infantry,  and  four  companies  of  artillery,  which  will  be  maintained  to 
the  maximum  of  strength,  and  by  activity  will  make  up  for  want  of 
numbers.  I  trust  the  authorities  of  Texas  will  appreciate  the  necessity 
for  troops  elsewhere,  and  believe  that  all  in  the  military  service  are 
laboring  to  perpetuate  the  improved  condition  of  affairs  which  seems  to 
have  given  both  satisfaction  and  prosperity. 

THE  UTES  AND  APACHES. 

The  Indians  known  as  ^^  Utes,''  from  which  Utah  takes  its  name,  was 
applied  to  all  the  nomads  west  of  the  Eocky  Mountains  as  far  as  Nevada, 
and  south  into  New  Mexico  and  Arizona.  Gradually  they  have  been 
surrounded  by  white  settlements  and  broken  up  into  many  distinct 
bands,  the  four  principal  of  which  are  located  as  follows :  The  Uintahs 
in  Northeast  Utah,  estimated  at  430  soiQs ;  the  Los  Pinos  in  the  Uncom- 
pahgre  Valley,  Colorado,  estimated  at  2,000  souls:  the  Southern  Utes 
in  Southwest  Colorado,  with  934  souls,  and  the  White  Eiver  Utes  in 
Northwest  Colorado,  estimated  at  800  souls.  To  such  as  desire  to  study 
the  nature  of  recent  events  in  that  quarter  I  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
agents  of  these  separate  bands,  which  will  be  found  on  pages  622,  510, 
512,  and  514  of  Part  I  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for 
the  year  1878 ;  and  for  a  more  complete  description  of  the  Indians  them- 
selves and  the  country  they  inhabit,  I  beg  to  refer  to  a  most  interesting 
report  made  by  Lieutenant  McCauley,  Third  Cavalry,  of  October  16, 
1878,  published  at  length  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc  No.  62,  third  session,  Forty- 
fifth  Congress,  and  to  Hayden's  maps  of  Colorado.  Suffice  it  now  for 
me  to  say  that  these  Indians  are  of  the  worst  class,  and  occupy  the 
roughest  part  of  our  country  for  farming,  grazing,  or  for  military  opera- 
tions. Their  management  is  c(Hnplicat^  by  the  fieu^t  that  their  country 
is  known  to  possess  mineral  dex>osits,  which  attract  a  bold  and  adven- 
turous class  of  white  men.  They  are  very  warlike,  and  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  procuring,  in  exchange  for  their  deer-skins,  horses,  and  sheep, 
any  amount  of  the  best  rifles  and  ammunition.  In  former  years  they 
used  to  come  east  of  the  Bocky  Mountains  to  hunt  buffalo,  but  of  lato 
years  they  have  confined  their  hunting  to  the  bear,  elk,  and  deer  of  the 
mountain  region.  As  long  as  game  h^ts  they  will  not  work  or  attempt 
farming,  except  in  the  smallest  and  most  ridiculous  way,  and  that  only 
by  compulsion. 

Mr.  Meeker,  the  Indian  agent  at  White  Eiver,  has  had  occasion  fre- 
quently to  address  complaints  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to 
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the  governor  of  Colorado,  and  the  c5ommanding  officer  of  the  nearest 
military  post  (Fort  Steele)  to  the  effect  that  the  Indians  of  his  agency- 
would  not  remain  on  their  reservation,  and  were  engaged  in  burning 
forests^  &c.  On  the  8th  of  July  last  he  complained  to  (Governor  Pitkin 
that  Major  Thornburgh  paid  no  attention  to  his  appeals,  and  that  a  mil- 
itary force  was  needed  immediately  to  bring  wandering  Indians  back  to 
the  agency  and  to  stop  their  destruction  of  timber.  This  was  communi- 
cated the  same  day  to  General  Sheridan,  with  instructions  to  take  such 
measures  as  would  accomplish  the  wishes  of  the  Interior  Department. 
Fort  Steele  is  distant  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  this  agency, 
and  had  a  comparatively  small  garrison,  which  was  utterly  inadequate 
to  such  requisitions.  On  the  18th  and  28th  of  July  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  transmitted  to  the  War  Department  similar  requests,  which 
were  referred  "  for  repcJrt"  through  General  Sheridan  to  General  Crook, 
commanding  the  Department  of  the  Platte,  including  Fort  Steele.  Gen- 
eral Crook  made  report  that  the  Indians  complaint  of,  besides  killing 
the  game,  had  committed  no  depredations ;  that  the  post  commander, 
Major  Thornburgh,  did  not  receive  timely  notice  of  the  presence  of  the 
Indians,  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  military  placed  at  such  a  great 
distance  from  the  agency  to  prevent  the  Indians  leaving  without  au- 
thority, unless  warned  in  due  time  by  the  Indian  authorities ;  that  un- 
less troops  are  stationed  at  the  agencies  they  cannot  know  in  time  when 
Indians  are  absent  by  authority,  nor  can  they  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
troubles  for  which  they  are  friequently  and  most  unjustiy  held  respon- 
sible. 

On  the  2d  of  September  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  transmitted  a 
copy  of  a  report  from  Mr.  Meeker,  asking  for  a  military  force  at  the 
agency  5  and  again  on  the  15th  of  September  the  agent  reported  that  he 
had  been  assaulted  by  Johnson,  a  leading  chief;  that  his  life  and  the  line 
of  his  family  were  not  safe,  and  that  he  wanted  protection  immediately. 
Orders  went  forthwith  to  General  Sheridan  to  cause  assistance  to  go  to 
him  from  the  nearest  military  post.  The  agency  is  in  Colorado,  there- 
fore within  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  commanded  by  General 
Pope,  whereas  the  nearest  post  was  Fort  Steele,  on  the  Union  Pacific 
Bailroad,  in  the  Department  of  the  Platte,  commanded  by  General 
Crook.  Some  delay  may  have  been  occasioned  by  this  fact,  also  by  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Meeker  had  before  only  asked  that  the  Indians  should  be 
driven  ftocA;  to  their  agency  and  prevented  from  burning  timber  hundreds 
of  miles  away  from  Fort  Steele,  and  had  not  until  September  15  mani- 
fested any  special  apprehension  of  personal  danger. 

These  complaints  are  almost  of  daily  occurrence  at  the  various  agen- 
cies, and  an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand  men  would  not  suffice  to 
respond  to  all  the  calls  for  help,  in  illustration  of  which  I  will  mention 
that  within  two  days  an  alarm  has  been  sounded  from  Bayfield,  on  Lake 
Superior,  by  an  Indian  agent  alarmed  for  the  Chippewas,  who  have 
been  peaceful  for  thirty  years.  At  that  date  (September  15)  General 
Pope  had  a  company  of  the  Kinth  Cavalry  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Middle 
Park,  Colorado,  under  Captain  Dodge,  whom  he  had  ordered  to  the 
White  Eiver  agency  to  "  settle  matters.''  About  this  time  much  corre- 
spondence passed  between  General  Pope,  General  Sheridan,  and  myself, 
in  which  General  Sheridan  reported  that  four  companies  were  already 
en  route  for  the  White  Eiver  Agency  from  General  Crook's  department, 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  this  agency  was  easier  reached  from  that 
direction  than  from  General  Pope's  department,  and  that  he  (General 
Pope)  need  not  take  any  action  in  reference  thereto.  General  Sheridan 
recommended  "no  action  in  so  far  as  the  military  are  concerned,  except 
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simply  to  quell  the  existing  disturbances,  and  then  to  await  such  final 
decision  as  may  seem  best  by  the  Indian  Bureau.^ 

The  orders  to  Major  Thomburgh,  commanding  Fort  Steele,  were  made 
by  General  Crook,  based  on  indorsements  from  Army  headquarters,  and 
were  dated  September  16, 1879,  "  to  move  with  a  sufficient  number  of 

•oops  to  the  White  Eiver  Ute  Agency,  Colorado,  under  special  instruc- 
tions." 

Major  Thomburgh  moved  jfrom  Fort  Steele,  September  21, 1879,  with 
the  effective  strength  of  three  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry, 
about  two  hundred  men,  with  rations  for  thirty  days  and  forage  for  fif- 
teen days;  a  force  which  was  considered  by  everybody  as  sufficient  for 
the  puri)ose.  Mr.  Meeker  had  only  asked  for  one  hundred  men.  Major 
Thomburgh  reported  back  from  a  camp  on  Bear  Eiver,  under  date  of 
September  26,  that  he  had  met  some  Ute  chiefe  who  seemed  friendly, 
and  promised  to  go  with  him  to  the  agency.  "  They  say  they  did  not 
understand  why  we  had  come,"  and  he  did  not  anticipate  trouble.  With 
a  knowledge  now  of  the  result,  and  to  throw  as  much  light  on  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  this  war  as  possible,  I  give  the  last  letters  which  passed 
between  Major  Thomburgh  and  Mr.  Meeker ;  and  I  will  here  record  my 
judgment  that  Major  Thomburgh  was  an  officer  and  gentleman  of  whom 
the  Army  has  reason  to  be  proud :  he  was  young,  ardent,  ambitious,  of 
good  judgment,  and  no  man  could  have  done  better  in  life  or  met  death 
with  more  heroism : 

Headquabters  White  River  Expedition, 
Camp  on  Fortification  Creekf  September  25,  1879. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  General  of  the  Army,  I  am  en  route  to 
^our  agency,  and  expect  to  arrive  there  on  the  29fch  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing you  any  assistance  in  my  power  in  regulating  your  affairs,  and  to  make  arrests  at 
^our  suggestion,  and  to  hold  as  prisoners  such  of  your  Indians  as  you  desire,  until 
investigations  are  made  by  your  department. 

I  have  heard  nothing  definite  from  your  agency  for  ten  days,  and  do  not  know  what 
state  of  affairs  exists,  whether  the  Indians  will  leave  at  my  approach  or  show  hos- 
tilities.   I  send  this  letter  by  Mr.  Lowry,  one  of  my  guides,  and  desire  you  to  commu- 
nicate with  me  as  soon  as  possible,  giving  me  all  the  information  in  your  power,  in 
order  that  I  may  know  what  course  1  am  to  pursue. 
If  practicable,  meet  me  on  the  road  at  the  earliest  moment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  T.  THORNBURGH, 
Major  Fourth  Infantry j  Commanding  Expedition. 

Mr.  Meeker,  Indian  Agent,  White  Biver  Agency,  Colo. 

White  River  Agency,  Colo.,  September  27,  1879. 

Sir  :  Understanding  that  you  are  on  the  way  hither  with  United  States  troops,  I 
send  a  messenger,  Mr.  Eskridge,  and  two  Indians,  Henry  (interpreter)  and  John  Ay  ersly, 
to  inform  you  that  the  Indians  are  greatly  excited,  and  wish  you  to  stop  at  some  con- 
venient camping  place,  and  then  that  you  and  five  soldiers  of  your  command  come  into 
the  agency,  when  a  talk  and  a  better  understanding  can  be  had. 

This  I  a^ee  to,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  order  your  movements,  but  it  seems  for  the 
best. 

The  Indians  seem  to  consider  the  advance  of  the  troops  as  a  declaration  of  real  war. 
In  this  I  am  laboring  to  undeceive  them,  and  at  the  same  time  to  convince  them  they 
<;annot  do  whatever  they  please.    The  first  object  now  is  to  allay  apprehension. 
Respectfully, 

N.  C.  MEEKER, 

Indian  Agent. 
To  M^or  Thornburgh, 

Or  Commands  United  Stated  Droops  between  Bear  and  White  Bivers,  Colorado. 

Headquarters  White  River  Expedition, 

Camp  on  Williams  Fork,  September  27,  1879. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  just  received.  I  will  move  to-morrow  with  part  of  my 
command  to  Milk  River,   or  some^  good  location  for  camp,  or  possibly  may  leave 
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my  enitro  command  at  this  point,  and  will  come  in  as  desired  with  five  men  and  a 
guide.    Mr.  Eskridge  will  remain  to  gnide  me  to  the  agency. 
I  will  reach  your  agency  some  time  on  the  2&th  instant. 
Very  reefpectfony,  your  ot>edient  servant, 

T.  T.  THORNBURGH, 
Major  Fourth  Infaniryy  Commandkn^  ^spediUou, 
Mr  Meeker, 

Vnited  States  Indian  Agent ,  White  River  Agency. 

Headquarters  White  River  Expedition, 

Camp  on  Deer  Oeefc,  Septeniber  28, 1879. 

Sir  :  I  have,  after  due  deliberation,  decided  to  modify  my  plans  as  communicated  in 
my  letter  of  the  27th  instant  in  the  following  particulars : 

I  shall  move  with  my  entire  command  to  some  convenient  camp  near,  and  within 
striking  distance  of,  your  agency,  reaching  such  point  during  the  29th.  I  shall  UieU 
halt  and  encamp  the  troojw  and  proceed  to  the  agency  with  my  gnide  and  five  soldieiB, 
as  communicated  in  my  letter  oi  the  27th  instant. 

Then  and  there  I  will  be  ready  to  have  a  conference  with  you  and  the  Indians,  so 
that  an  understanding  mav  be  arrived  at  and  my  course  of  action  determined.  I 
have  careftiUy  considered  whether  or  not  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  my  command 
at  a  point  as  distant  as  that  desired  by  the  Indians  who  were  in  my  camp  last  night, 
and  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  under  my  orders,  which  require  me  to  march 
this  command  to  the  agency,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  leave  it  at  a  point  where  it  would 
not  be  available  in  case  of  trouble.  You  are  authorized  to  say  for  me  to  the  Indians 
that  my  course  of  conduct  is  entirely  dependent  on  them.  Our  desire  is  to  avoid 
trouble,  and  we  have  not  come  for  war. 

I  requested  you  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  to  meet  me  on  the  road  before  I  reached  the 
agency.  I  renew  my  request  that  you  do  so,  and  further  desire  that  you  bring  such 
chiefs  as  may  wish  to  accompany  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  T.  THORNBURGH, 
Major  Fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Mr.  Meeker, 

United  States  Indian  Agent,  White  River  Agency,  Colo. 

United  States  Indian  Ser\ice, 
White  River  Agency,  September  29,  1879 — 1  p.  m. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  expect  to  leave  in  the  morning  with  Douglas  and  Serrick  to  meet  you. 
Things  are  x>eaceable,  and  Douglas  flies  the  United  States  flag.  If  you  have  trouble  in 
getting  through  the  cafion  to-day  let  me  know  *  in  (what J  force.    We  have  been  on 

f'  uard  three  nights  and  shall  be  to-night,  not  because  we  know  there  is  danger,  but 
ecause  there  may  be.    I  like  your  last  programme.    It  is  based  od  true  military  prin« 
ciples. 

Most  truly,  yours, 

N.  C.  MEEKER, 

Indian  Agent 

I  give  these  letters  entire  because  I  beKeve  that  Major  Thomburgh 
acted  from  beginning  to  end  exactly  right.  So  did  Mr.  Meeker,  and  t£e 
crimes  afterward  committed  rest  wholly  on  the  Indians. 

On  the  29th  of  September  Major  Thomburgh's  command  was  attacked 
by  about  300  well-armed  warriors  at  a  most  difficult  part  of  the  road, 
about  twenty  miles  north  of  the  agency.  Major  Thomburgh  and  ten  of 
his  men  were  killed ;  three  officers  and  twenty  men  were  wounded,  when 
the  command  under  Captain  Payne  feU  back  to  the  wagons,  and  made 
preparations  to  defend  themselves.  Captain  Payne  succeeded  in  send- 
ing a  messenger  back  to  the  railroad,  with  a  report  of  the  fight — ^its 
general  results,  and  a  call  for  assistance.  General  Crook  instantly  or- 
dered Col.  Wesley  Merritt,  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  then  at  Fort  D.  A. 
Eussell,  with  530  men,  by  rail  to  Rawlins,  and  thence  to  the  relief  of 
this  command.  By  most  extraordinary  exertions  and  a  hard  march, 
Colonel  Merritt  reached  the  beleaguered  command  on  the  morning  of  Oc- 
tober 5,  and  found  that  Captain  Dodge's  company  of  the  ITinth  Cavalry 
had  most  opportunely  arrived  the  day  before  from  the  Middle  Park. 

*  In  the  original  "  in  force.'    I  think  he  meant  "  in  what  force.''— W.  T.  S. 
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Other  troops  were  hurried  forward  by  .Generals  Sheridan  and  Orook, 
re-enforcing  Merritt  to  about  a  thousand  effectives,  when  he,  after  pro- 
viding for  the  wounded  and  dead,  pushed  on  to  the  agency,  which  he 
reached  on  the  11th,  finding  it  burned  down,  and  the  murdered  bodies 
of  Mr.  Meeker  and  six  employees,  having  buried  three  others  on  the 
road.  The  Indians  had  all  gone  south  toward  Grand  Biver,  carrying 
with  them  Mrs.  Meeker,  Miss  Meeker,  Mrs.  Price,  and  her  two  children. 
As  soon  as  the  re-enforcements  en  route  overtook  him,  Colonel  Merritt 
began  his  pursuit  south,  over  mountains  impassable  to  anything  but 
men,  horses,  and  pack  animals ;  but  before  he  had  reached  the  crest  of 
the  first  mountain,  he  was  overtaken  by  a  dispatch  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy : 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  United  States. 

Washington,  Z>.  C,  October  13,  1879. 

General  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Divmon,  Chicago,  III. : 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has,  this  10.  .30  a.  m.,  called  with  a  dispatch, 
given  at  length  below,  wliich  is  communicated  for  your  information,  and  which  should 
go  for  what  it  is  wortn  to  Generals  Crook  and  Merritt.  The  latter,  on  the  spot,  can 
tell  if  the  hostiles  have  ceased  fighting.  If  so^  General  Merritt  snould  go  in  every 
event  to  the  agency  to  ascertain  the  actual  condition  of  facts.  All  Indians  who  op-, 
pose  must  be  cleared  out  of  the  way  if  they  resist.  If  they  surrender  their  arms  and 
ponies,  they  should  be  held  as  prisoners,  to  be  disposed  of  by  superior  orders. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interier  will  send  a  special  agent  at  once  to  Ouray,  who  is  be- 
lieved to  be  honest  and  our  friend.  He  may  ]^revent  the  Southern  Utes  from  being 
involved,  and  the  Interior  Department  can  befriend  him  afterward  by  showing  favor 
to  some  of  his  special  friends. 

But  the  murderers  of  the  agent  and  servants  must  be  punished,  as  also  those  who 
fought  and  killed  M^or  Thomburgh  and  men. 

Please  acknowledge  receipt. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  General 

• 

[Inclosore  by  telegraph.] 

Los  Pings  Indian  Agency,  Colorado, 

October  12,  1879—1.50  p.  m. 

Employee  Brady  and  escort  of  Indians,  just  arrived  from  White  River,  reports  Utes 
recognized  and  obeyed  Ouray's  order :  withdrew,  and  will  fight  no  more  unless  forced 
to  do  so.  It  soldiers  are  now  stoppea,  trouble  can  be  settled  by  peace  commission  to 
investigate  facts  and  let  blame  rest  wnere  it  may.  This  will  save  life,  expense,  and 
distress,  if  it  can  be  accomplished. 

Later.  1.30.  p  m.  (f)— -Runner  just  from  Southern  Ute  Agency,  with  letter  from  agent. 
Council  held ;  Utes  will  abide  Ouray's  request ;  want  peace ;  will  stay  at  home,  and 
take  no  part  in  White  River  trouble ;  and  request  Ouray  to  inform  them  of  their  de- 
cision. 

STANLEY,  Agent. 
I  concur  in  and  indorse  the  above. 

OURAY, 
Head  Chief  of  Utes. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  III,  October  13,  1879. 

General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Washington,  D.  C, : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  this  moment  received,  and  will  be  forwarded  immediately 
to  Greneral  Crook,  with  orders  to  carry  out  your  instructions  therein  set  forth.  A  copy 
will  also  be  sent  to  General  Pope. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN,, 
lAeutenant-Qeneral. 

Colonel  Merritt  constmed  these  dispatches  as  limiting  his  action  to 
White  Eiyer,  and  accordingly  retnmed  to  the  neighborhood  of  the 
burned  agency,  established  his  camp,  and  there  awaited  the  result  of 
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the  negotiations  begun  by  ordef  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior. 

Whilst  so  awaiting,  Colonel  Merritt,  on  the  20th  of  October,  sent  for- 
ward two  comi)anies  of  cavalry,  under  Captain  Wessells,  and  Lieutenant 
Hall,  with  a  party  of  scouts  to  reconnoiter  roads  toward  the  summit 
between  White  and  Grand  Rivers.  Lieutenant  Weir^of  the  Ordnance, 
a  fine  young  officer,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  accompany  Lieutenant 
Hall.  When  about  twentj'  miles  out,  Lieutenant  Weir  and  William  Hum- 
me,  chief  of  scouts,  i*ode  to  one  side  to  hunt  deer,  encountered  a  picket 
party  of  Indians.  Shots  were  exchanged,  and  both  Lieutenant  Weir 
and  Humme  were  killed.  Their  bodies  were  afterward  recovered.  This 
party  of  Indians  have  since  been  met  by  IVIr.  Adams,  the  special  agent, 
and  insist  they  had  no  purpose  to  fight;  that  they  were  simply  watching 
the  movements  of  Merritt's  troops ;  that  Mr.  Humme  fired  first,  killing 
one  of  their  partj^,  when  they  in  turn  killed  both  Humme  and  Lieutenant 
Weir.  The  sad  fate  of  this  young  officer  is  specially  deplored  by  a  very 
large  circle  of  friends. 

Meantime  great  alarm  pervaded  all  parts  of  Colorado,  and  was  spread- 
ing to  New  Mexico  and  Wyoming.  Reports  of  the  wildest  character 
came  pouring  in  from  places  a  thousand  miles  away  from  any  real  dan- 
ger, but  Generals  Sheridan,  Crook,  and  Pope,  knowing  the  proclivity 
of  Indians  to  war,  and  the  intimate  relations  of  the  four  bands  of  Utes, 
numbering  4,164  souls,  of  whom  about  800  are  skillful,  brave  warriors, 
made  immediate  preparations  for  every  contingency.  Colonel  Merritt's 
force  at  White  River  was  strengthened  to  about  1,500  men.  Colonel 
Mackenzie,  with  six  companies  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  was  brought  rap- 
idly from  Fort  Clark,  Texas,  to  Fort  Garland,  Colorado,  and  re-enforced 
by  other  troops  belonging  to  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  to  about 
1,500  men,  and  Colonel  Hatch,  of  th^  Mnth  Cavalry,  with  about  450 
men  from  Kew  Mexico,  was  ordered  to  Fort  Lewis,  Pagosa,  Colo.  The 
following  dispatch  will  show  the  objects  aimed  at,  and  are  the  '' orders" 

existing  at  this  moment  of  time: 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington y  D,  C,  Octo6er24,  1879. 
General  P.  H.  Sheridan,  ^ 

Commanding  Divisiotij  ChicagOy  III. : 

I  have  received  your  three  di8i>atche8  of  yesterday,  giving  account  of  the  kiUing  of 
Lieutenant  Weir  and  of  the  strength  of  your  forces  at  White  River,  Forts  Garland  and 
Lewis. 

All  these  seem  strong  enough  and  are  well  commanded.  Let  all  preparations  pro- 
ceed, and  be  ready  the  moment  I  give  the  word  to  pitch  in.  Should  Agent  Adams  fail 
in  his  mission  I  understand  that  the  civil  authorities  will  stand  aside  and  the  militaiy 
will  take  absolute  control  of  this  whole  Ute  question  and  settle  it  for  good  and  all. 
Meantime,  humanity  to  the  captive  women  and  the  friendly  Utes,  even  of  the  White 
River  Agency,  justifies  this  seeming  waste  of  time. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  General. 

All  the  world  now  knows  that  the  special  agent,  General  Charles 
Adams,  of  Colorado,  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  con- 
duct these  negotiations  with  the  hostile  TJtes,  has  partially  succeeded  in 
his  mission ;  has  obtained  the  surrender  of  Mrs.  and  Miss  Meeker,  Mrs. 
Price  and  her  two  children,  who  are  already  safe  with  their  friends.  He 
is  now  supposed  to  be  again  with  the  hostiles  on  Grand  Eiver,  endeavor- 
ing to  effect  the  other  conditions  required  of  the  Utes  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who  is  primarily  responsible  for  the  entire 
management  of  the  whole  case.  I  certainly  applaud  the  courage  and 
energy  thus  far  displayed  by  General  Adams,  and  hope  he  will  fully 
and  completely  succeed  in  his  praiseworthy  mission,  and  yet  believe 
that  prudence  demands  that  military  preparations  and  precautions  shall 
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not  slacken.  Thns  far  we  have  lost  eleven  citizens,  two  officers,  and 
twelve  soldiers  killed,  and  41  wounded.  The  Indians  admit  a  loss  of  39 
warriors  killed,  so  that  they  have  not  much  reason  to  boast. 

It  so  happened  that  about  the  same  time  some  of  the  Apaches  who 
belonged  to  the  Mescalero  Agency,  near  Fort  Stanton,  New  Mexico, 
more  than  six  hundred  miles  south  of  White  Eiver,  began  a  raid  upon 
the  ranches  and  settlements  in  Southern  Xew  Mexico.  Major  Morrow, 
of  the  Ninth  Cavalry,  is  now  in  pursuit  of  these  Indians,  and  has  subject 
to  his  orders  about  450  men,  but  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  telegraph, 
so  I  am  unable  to  give  anything  definite  from  him ;  but  these  Apaches 
have  no  connection  whatever  with  the  Utes,  have  always  been  restless 
and  mischievous,  and  only  resort  to  agencies  to  rest,  recuperate,  and 
make  ready  for  the  next  war.  I  infer  that  as  soon  as  winter  comes  they 
will  return  to  their  agency  and  be  "  good." 

In  the  Military'  Division  of  the  Pacific  there  are  many  Indians,  most 
of  whom  are  located  on  small  reservations,  so  that  outbreaks  are  rare  5 
still  in  the  Department  of  the  Columbia  and  in  Arizona  there  remain  some 
tribes  that  are  liable  to  break  out  at  any  moment,  by  reason  of  the  rapid 
settlements,  especially  in  the  upper  valley  of  the  Columbia  and  at  the 
San  Carlos  Eeservation  of  Arizona.  The  reports  of  Generals  McDowell 
and  Howard,  and  of  Colonel  Willcox,  are  so  full  and  satisfactory  that  I 
need  only  say  that  their  efforts,  supported  by  their  active  troops,  have 
maintained  a  comparative  state  of  peace  throughout  the  past  year,  and 
there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  this  condition  of  affairs  wUl  have  a 
long  duration. 

I  certainly  will  approve  any  action  which  will  improve  the  habitations 
and  barracks  at  the  remote  stations  in  which  our  troops  ar^  quartered. 
These  are  of  the  most  indifferent  kind,  especially  in  Southeast  Arizona; 
but  the  recent  extension  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  will  soon 
enable  the  quartermasters  to  transport  lumber,  brick,  &c.,  so  as  to  con- 
vert the  present  dirty  "  JacaW^  into  neat  and  not  costly  frame  buildings. 
This  railroad  is  now  completed  from  San  Francisco  to  Casas  Grandes, 
about  two  hundred  miles  east  of  Fort  Yuma,  and  I  have  assurances  that 
it  will  be  extended  during  this  year  about  eighty  miles  further  to  Tucson. 
At  the  same  time  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F6  Railroad  is  com- 
pleted to  Las  Yegas,  N.  Mex.,  and  is  being  pushed  toward  Albuquerque 
and  Socorro.  1  do  believe  the  military  interests  of  Arizona  will  justify 
the  grant  of  material  aid  to  these  railway  companies  so  as  to  close  the 
existing  gap  between  the  two  ends  and  thus  complete  another  trans- 
continental railroad  from  the  East  to  San  Francisco,  via  Tucson,  Fort 
Yuma,  and  Los  Angeles.  Such  a  railroad  would  accomplish  more  for 
the  settlement  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  than  any  other  single  en- 
terprise. 

MTLITARY  EDUCATION. 

Steam  and  electricity  have  brought  all  parts  of  the  earth  into  such 
close  relations  that  we  are  forced  into  rivalry  with  foreign  nations  in 
the  matter  of  military  education  and  training,  and  I  believe  we  have  no 
reason  to  shrink  from  the  comparison.  Whilst  other  nations  claim  supe- 
riority in  military  affairs,  by  reason  of  larger  establishments  and  greater 
experience,  it  so  happens  that  modem  guns  and  breech-loading  rifles 
have,  in  late  years,  almost  revolutionized  the  equipment  and  tactics  of 
armies,  and  we  are  fortunately  encumbered  with  but  few  old  prejudices 
to  be  unlearned,  and  are  free  to  adopt  what  is  excellent  among  the 
discoveries  and  improvements  of  every  land.  Our  Army  is  small  and 
intended  to  be  a  school  of  instruction,  yet  it  is  necessarily  divided  up 
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into  small  garrisons  and  is  so  constantly  employed  in  building  new  posts 
and  cantonments;  in  making  roads,  and  in  other  manual  labor,  that 
from  personal  inspection  and  the  reports  of  inspectors-general,  I  fear 
that  less  time  is  given  to  drills  and  professional  instruction  than  should 
be  the  case.  Tim  makes  more  important  the  theoretical  and  practical 
education  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  of  the  Artillery 
School  at  Fortress  Monroe.  Therefore  I  invite  special  attention  to  the 
reports  of  their  Superintendents,  Major-General  Schofield  and  Colonel 
Getty.  These  institutions  are  admirably  conducted  and  will  compare 
favorably  with  similar  colleges  in  Europe,  but,  as  General  Schofield  well 
remarks,  young  graduates  are  too  apt  to  regard  their  education  as  com- 
plete when  they  leave  the  Academy,  whereas,  like  workmen,  they  have 
simply  acquired  the  rudiments  and  a  knowledge  of  their  tools.  A  post 
graduate  course,  or  schools  of  application  are  needed,  of  which  the  Artil- 
lery  School  is  a  sample,  but  this  is  necessarily  limited  to  the  few  of&cers 
and  men  of  that  arm  of  the  service  who  can  be  spared  from  their  legit- 
imate duties. 

Similar  schools  should  be  established  and  maintained  for  the  cavalry 
and  infantry.  These  have  repeatedly  been  attempted  at  Forts  Leaven- 
worth and  Snelling,  but  no  sooner  have  they  been  begun  than  some 
Indian  outbreak  has  imperatively  called  away  the  troops,  so  that  at  this 
time  we  have  nothing  of  the  kind.  Books,  magazines,  and  pamphlets 
in  limited  quantities  are  now  supplied  to  each  permanent  post  by  the 
Quartermaster's  t)epartment,  and  every  possible  encouragement  in  the 
way  of  study,  of  practice,  and  observation  has  been  and  will  be  given 
the  troops:  but  tiie  day  must  come  when  schools  for  infantry  and  for 
cavalry  will  be  established,  in  the  nature  of  a  post  graduate  course, 
and  if  possible  for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  rifle  and  the  horse  before 
young  of&cers  and  recruits  are  pushed  into  battle  and  danger.  The  re- 
ports of  Generals  Hancock  and  McDowell  show  that  our  ofi&cers  and 
men  have  made  great  progress  in  rifle-practice,  which  should  be  encour- 
aged, and  the  recent  publications  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Upton,  "Armies 
of  Asia  and  Europe,"  and  of  Lieut.  F.  Y.  Greene,  "Eussian  Campaigns 
in  Turkey,  1877-'78,''  show  that  the  Army  possesses  young  officers  who 
study  and  keep  in  the  foreground  of  military  knowledge. 

I. also  invite  attention  to  the  remarks  of  General  Schofield  when  treat- 
ing of  the  modem  practice  of  members  of  Congress  selecting  cadets  by 
means  of  a  competitive  examination : 

This  method  of  selection  is  highly  heneficial.  It  is,  however,  liahle  to  one  source  of 
injury  against  which  it  is  important  to  guard,  especially  since  the  method  of  selection 
seems  likely  to  become  very  general,  if  not  universal.  While  the  member  of  Congress 
is  relieved  by  this  means  from  the  very  difficult  task  of  selecting  a  candidate  who  shall 
certainly  possess  the  requisite  mental  and  physical  qualifications  his  re8i)on8ibility 
still  remains  for  the  moral  character  of  his  nominee.  Good  character  and  manly  de- 
portment are  certainly  no  less  important  than  scholarship  and  yihysical  health.  Bad 
habits  contracted  by  a  young  man  already  twenty  or  twenty-one  years  of  a^e  are  not 
easily  corrected,  and  they  are  more  likely  than  any  lack  of  mental  ability  to  bnng  morti- 
fication and  disai)pointment  to  those  who  are  most  interested  in  his  honorable  career. 
If  manly  character,  mental  ability,  and  scholarship  can  all  be  given  their  due  weight 
in  the  competition  for  appointments,  then  only  unmixed  good  may  be  expected  from 
this  method  of  selection.  ^ 

Every  member  of  Congress  will  recognize  the  truth  of  this  statement, 
and  can  instruct  the  committee  appointed  by  himself  to  include  ''  moral 
and  manly  character"  into  the  scale  of  excellence  for  his  own  guidance. 

I  also  in\ate  attention  to  his  report  on  the  importance  and  general 
economy  of  educating  each  year  at  West  Point  a  number  of  cadets  *^  for 
the  militia  of  the  United  States."  Should  Congress  entertain  such  a 
proposition  I  earnestly  recommend  that  each  of  the  thirty  military  col- 
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leges  now  equitably  distributed  and  provided  by  law  with  an  Army  offi- 
cer as  "  Professor  of  the  Military  Art,''  be  permitted  to  nominate  one 
cadet  each  year.  I  am  convinced  that  such  a  boon  would  stimulate  these 
colleges  and  provide  some  of  the  very  best  possible  candidates  for  the  Na- 
tional Military  Academy.  The  average  loss  to  the  Army  in  officers  by 
death,  retirement,  resignation,  and  dismissal  amounts  to  about  3  per  cent., 
or  sixty  per  year.  With  thirty  cadets  added  to  each  fourth  class  the  num- 
ber of  graduates  would  average  about  seventy-five  or  eighty,  and  assum- 
ing sixty  as  the  annual  number  needed  for  the  existing  national  military 
establishment,  we  would  have  about  twenty  young  graduates  to  be  re- 
turned annually  to  their  respective  States,  who  would  be  most  useful  as 
instructors  for  the  volunteers  and  militia.  I  doubt  whether  this  increase 
of  the  corps  of  cadets  would  add  10  per  cent,  to  the  usual  appropriation, 
and  yet  the  result  would  be  inestimable. 

In  conclusion^  I  beg  to  submit  the  annual  reports  of  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral and  of  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Army,  inviting  attention  to  their 
several  recommendations,  and  to  these  I  add  the  reports  of  Inspectors- 
General  Sackett  and  Schriver,  because  they  did  not  come  to  me  in  tiieir 
usual  connection  with  the  reports  of  the  general  officers  on  whose  staff 
they  were  serving,  where  they  properly  belong. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

General. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  McCrary, 

Secretary  of  ^Yar, 
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C. — PoHtioa  and  dutriJntlion  of  troop*  in  tAe 


SrCCATIONS. 

COMHANDIHG 
OFFICERS. 

—  1  .--".  1 
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COMMANDING 

...™„. 

'—   1 

POSTS. 

1 

Reglmenls. 
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f 
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1 

DlTAllTOKHTOFTHB 

Pl*itb— Cont'd. 
Fori    Cumeron, 
FortEaU,  Idabo.. 

AtBeaver 

140    iDlle.    norti    of 
Corinns. 

Lient.  Col.  H.  Douglas, 

adUoot.W.A.mnil,all, 
Uth  Inf. 

Uth  Inf.... 
lithlnf...- 

1 

Saint  Paal.  Minn.... 

5  miles   bohiw  Saint 

Paul, 
OnKeHJetuko 

On  DfvU'e  Lake 

N(«r  Pembina 

O^^te^Upper   Mls- 

Noar  BismanJk  - 

Oa   the   Dppor   Mia- 
76miM,aW^Tank- 
220  miles  fhim  Spring- 
es mll^  BOatb  of  Bis. 

marok. 
7   mllei   above    Port 

80^1^  above   Port 

14  miles  untheast  of 
Dead  wood. 

SmileanurthofHoleiuL 
1*3    mtl™    north    of 
Helena. 

BriB,Gea.A.H.T.nT. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Gilbert, 

CaptCE,  Bennett,  17th 

CnpI,M.  MoArthur.  nib 

Cl^lt."E,  CoUlns,  I7tb  Inf 
CBpt,T.  Brtttoil,6thInf 

Uout.  CoL  E.  oas,  7tb 

Lient.  Col.  D.  Hnstoii, 
Stlilnf.                   ^ 
LieatCoLP.Lngenbwl, 

MjO.  C.  O.  Eartlett,  IKh 

Lieut'.CoLW.P.  CatUn, 

Col,  W.  H.  Wood.  Uth 

"«:■—■"-'• 

CoL  3.  D.  8tnrgis.7thCav 

CDLT.H.Rnger,18lhInf 

Col.J.RBrooke,MInf.. 
CaptE.Moale,Baiu(-... 

MnJ,J.S,Bi'isbla,2dCav. 

Lkut,  Col.  George  Glb- 

Co"N.A.Mile»,5lhInf 

CapL  George  B:.  Sondor- 

.on,nthlnf. 
Capt.  U.Parker,  Kd  Inf.. 

7th  Inf..... 

nihlnf-... 

7th  Cav.  and 
nth  Inf. 

7th  Cav.  and 

1st  Inf 

17th  Inf. 
nth  Inf.... 

iBtInf 

let  Inf." 
Sd  Cav,  and 

PU-AHTMKNT  OF  I'A- 

Headqnarton - 

Port   finelltog. 

Mlno. 
Fort  SiBSeton.  Dak 

Fort  Totten,  Dak. 

Fort  Pembina,  Dak 

FortBotbrdTljak.. 

Fort    A.    Lincoln. 
Dak. 

Fort  Eandall.  Dak. 
Fort Sullj-,  Dak.... 
Fort  Yates.  Dak... 
Fort  Ikmnett,  Dak. 
Fort  Uale.  Dak  .... 
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Port  Shaw,  Mcint . . 

FortKms,M«ut    .. 

"Si"' 
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3d  Cav.  and 
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3d  Inf 

"^  Mont" 

Fort  Keogh,  Mont- 
Port  CuaUr.Mont.. 
port  Logan.  Uont.. 

Cltj. 
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Wa^vtigtm.  D.  O,,  October  10,  1870. 


OENEBAL  OF  THS  ABMY. 
Military  Division  of  ih«  Miaixiri,  4'f- — Continued. 
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GENERAL   OF   THE   AEMY. 
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by  Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock,  headquarters  Governor's  Island,  New  York,  taken  from  the 
iant  GeneraVs  Office,  1879. 
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GENERAL  OF  THE  AHMY. 
Militarg  DittMJOtt  of  the  Atla»lic,  4^. — Continued. 
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Angel  Island,  Cal 
Alcatni  Istand,  C&l 


FonBldwell,Cal.. 

FortGB»loii,C«l... 

Port  Point,  CI. . 
Point  San  jDa«.CBl. 

Port  BallMk,  Nev 

Fort  UcDermit, 


Preddio. 

C.1. 


Frutoiaca,    M^.  Gen.  Irvln  UcDow- 

..{  CapL  H.  C.  Hubrouck, 
4tb  Art. 
Son  FnnciKO  Harbor  Col.  Wni.H.FreDob,  4t% 


In  Surprise  Vallev Lt.  Col  J.  D.  WilUlu, 

8th  Inf. 
In  Hoopa  Valle; M^j.  H,  R  Mliner.  Btb 


mUea  Boath  or  BaUeck !  Capt.  J.  X.  Andieira,  Stb 

Station.  '      Uif. 

mllea  nortJi  oT  'Wlnne- 1  Capt.  A.  W.  CoTllss.  «th 


r  Bar- 


IB  mlloB  xmttit  of  Poit- 
■      ■   Oreg. 

itb  of  Calambia 


FoitColvllle,Waab  I 


Fort  Lapwai,  Idaho 

FortCieaTd'Aleiie. 

Idabo. 
Bdlae  Bairaoka. 

Idaho. 
Camp    Howard, 

Idalio. 
Fort  HaniB;,  Oieg 

Fort  Stevens,  Oreg. 

Fort  Khunatb.  Oreg 


At  Walla  Walla 

Near  Port  Townaond. . . 
12  mllei  from  Leirtetou . 
Near  Spokane  Fall!.... 

Near  Bolaa  City 

Neat  MoDDt  Idabo 

mmllea  Bontb  otCaOoi 

Citj. 
Near  mouth  of  Colnmbli 

Blvsr. 
Near  Lake  ElamAth ... . 


Brig.  Gen.  O.  O.  HoWBjd  . 

Lt  CoL  Alei.  Chambera, 

21at  Inf. 
Capt  ArthRTUDni«,4tb 

Capt.  E.  C.  Cook,  id  Inf. . 

Capt  Moaea  Harria,  let 

Car. 
.  lat  Llent  H.  H  Plorce, 

21iitlnf: 
;  Capt  W.  F.  Spuigin,  Slat 

'  CoL  Fnuk  WbeBt«n,  2d 
I     Inf. 

Capt    Patrick    Colllni, 
[     2lBt  Inf. 

'  2d  Lleat.  B.  T.  Barie.  2d 
I     Inf. 

Capt  Tbomaa  Dmi;,  2d 

Capt'c    H.  Tlir™l.«iur. 
Capt's,  G.WblpplB. 


DlrislDDataff  1 


3eMTtnien 


2  ttbArt... 
2  ttbArt... 


I  gthlnf... 
sUlhArt... 


3  2d  Inf.... 

2  1st  Cbt.  a. 


i_j     Slat 
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STTDATIOBa 


ill 


iifiri 


Hudquarton 

Vhipple  Bnmolu 
"Eart  Apiu^het  Ant 
Port  Bowie.  Ari«-. 
rortGmnl,Arii.. 


Camp  Tbomu,  Aj 
C&mp  Mnacbac 
Cunp  j,  A.  Racki 


WUppIo  BaiTaoliB,  A 


tfoDtorUgiuiCOnl 


aCal.. 
Totai 


cops  Wolls. 
38  niiles  (mm  Preaoott  - 

XenrMiiJsvBCitr 

Near  old  Furt  Good irin.. 

loHiiuhDOnUimoUiiiii. 

In  White  Rlcer  Csfion  . . 

At  JuutUoii  of  Gila  aud 

Colorado  Kthtb. 
At  Sbd  Diego 


CoL  O.  E.  WUlioi.  12 

Inf. 
Cttpt,  Thomas  Bj-nie,  U 

Ui^l.  U.  A.Coclmuio,  12tb 

3d  lL  T.  a.  Touev,  eth 

M^.  A  K.  ArooR  eth 

CBft  W.  A.  Rafforty,  6Ui 

Ciipt.j.M.Nurrell,  12th 

"ft""' """"■""■ 

2d  Lieut,  Ecsry  Johnaou, 

ath  Inf. 
Cant.  U.  H.  Stacoy,  lath 

Capt'S,  M.  Whitaldo,  ath 

iBt  Llent.  J.  H,  HoTBt, 

Lieut.  j.McE.Hyde, 


6tb  CSV.  and 


•i  flth  Cbt.  ani 
I     12th  Inf. 


l|  12th  Inf... 
ijsihlnf.... 
l|  8tb  ;nf  ... 


F. — Department  of  We»t  Point,  commanded  by  Maj.  Ben.  J.  M.  Schofield,  heoidqnartert 
Welt  Point,  N.  T.,  1B79. 

General  offloer 1 

Aide»4B-ciunp B 

SabBialADoe  Denoitmait I 

Medical  DeparODeDt 3 

ProfeBBore B 

Majon 8 

Captains I 

Flrat  iieulenanta 3t 

SuMMul  Uentenaoto U 

Bword-masUir 1 

Cadet. an 

Enlisted  men 38B 

CouunlBtiioned  ofHocn,  prafenon,  &0 61 

Aggregate. SSS 

a.  D,  TOWJJSBND, 

Adiimtant-amtral. 

.-[T.GlHESAL's  OmCB, 

Wathim/tm.  D.  a,  Odeber  ID,  1S79. 


GENERAL    OP   THE   ABUY. 
Jfiiitory  Z>irini>n  of  the  Pacific,  ^. — Continued. 
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EBPOET  OF  THE  ADJUTA^T-GBKBEAL. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Wdshingtorij  October  20,  1879. 

General.  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  annual  returns 
for  Congress : 
Table  A. — Organization  of  the  Eegular  Army. 

B. — ^Eetuni  showing  actual  strength  of  the  Eegular  Army. 
C. — ^Distribution  of  troops  in  the  Departments  of  Missouri, 

Texas,  Platte,  and  Dakota,  Division  of  the  Missouri. 
D. — ^Distribution  of  troops  in  the  Departments  of  the  Bast  and 

South,  Division  of  the  Atlantic. 
B. — Distribution  of  troops  in  the  Departments  of  California,  the 

Columbia,  and  Arizona,  Division  of  the  Pacific. 
F. — Department  of  West  Point. 
G. — Statement  of  the  number  of  desertions  during  fiscal  year 

ending  June  30, 1879. 
H. — Statement  of  the  number  of  minors  discharged  from  Octo- 
ber 1, 1878,  to  October  1, 1879. 
I. — Statement    of   casualties,  enlistments,  and  re-enlistments 

during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 
K. — Statement  of  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment Hospital  for  the  Insane  from  October  1,  1878,  to 
October  1,  1879. 
The  following  is  the  report  upon  the  recruiting  service  during  the 
past  year : 

The  depots  for  infantry  at  David's  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  and 
Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio,  and  for  cavalry,  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mis- 
souri, have  been  efficiently  maintained,  and  the  locations  recently  estab- 
lished at  those  points  have  proved  suitable. 

As  many  rendezvous  have  been  maintained  at  the  most  productive 
points  as  the  extent  of  the  appropriation  would  admit. 

At  David's  Island  it  is  of  pressing  importance  that  additional  build- 
ings, and  those  of  a  permanent  nature,  should  be  provided  as  soon  as 
practicable.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  last  annual  report,  only  a  few  build- 
ings of  wood  could  be  erected  to  house  the  men  after  the  hasty  transfer 
ot  the  depot  from  Governor's  Island.  These  are  not  only  inadequate  to 
accommodate  the  number  of  men  otten  collected  for  distribution  to  regi- 
ments, but  they  are  not  of  the  permanent  and  comfortable  character  which 
ought  to  be  erected  at  a  post  likely  to  be  maintained  for  many  years. 
The  estimates,  accompanied  by  plans,  which  will  be  submitted  for  appro- 
priate buildings  may  seem  large,  but  it  is  believed  they  will  not  be  found 
unnecessary  or  unreasonable. 

The  system  of  reciiiiting  maintained  for  the  past  few  years  continues, 
as  reports  from  the  Army  show,  to  be  productive  of  good  results.  High 
commendation  is  given  to  the  character  of  men  generally  composing  the 
rank  and  file.  Making  due  allowance  for  the  fact  that  want  of  employ- 
ment in  civil  life  has  induced  a  better  class  of  men  to  enlist,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  care  exerted  to  cause  the  rejection  of  unworthy 
applicants  has  also  had  its  influence. 

At  the  cavalry  depot  there  are  now  some  few  horses  fit  for  exercise  in 
that  branch.  But  the  need  which  is  constantly  arising  for  drafting  de- 
tachments to  fill  the  companies  in  active  or  frontier  service  prevents  the 
detention  of  recruits  long  enough  in  depot  to  give  them  even  the  rudi- 
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ments  of  drill  as  soldiers.  In  the  cavalry  service  the  sending  of  raw  re- 
cruits to  join  companies  actually  in  march  is  poor  economy.  Men  thus 
initiated,  if  not  totally  worthless  firom  their  ignorance  of  the  care  and 
management  of  horses,  can  rarely  make  really  good  soldiers.  Just  after 
the  close  of  the  war  there  existed  for  a  short  time  a  law  which  enabled 
the  President  to  keep  under  instruction  in  depot  three  thousand  recruits 
in  excess  of  the  Army  organization.  With  this  latitude  training  schools 
for  material  for  non- commissioned  officers  were  established,  and  all  re- 
cruits were  taught  duties  of  sentinel  and  practice  in  firing,  besides  the 
principles  of  the  march,  before  they  joined  their  companies.  Enough 
was  shown  of  the  experiment  during  the  brief  period  before  the  law  was 
repealed  to  demonstrate  its  beneficial  effect  on  Army  discipline  and  its 
economical  saving  in  the  way  of  desertion  and  dishonorable  discharge. 

Moreover,  when  the  Army  is  so  straightly  limited  to  25,000  enUsted 
men,  casualties  occur  at  distant  posts,  the  report  of  which  is  not  received 
for  some  time  after  they  occur.  It  is  thus  impossible  to  keep  the  com- 
panies up  to  the  full  standard  without  overrunning  the  legal  number 
allowed  for  the  whole  Army,  for  the  recruits  in  depot  have  also  to  be 
counted  in  that  number. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  provision  should 
be  made  for  even  one  thousand  recruits  in  excess  of  the  standard. 
Even  with  this  provision  it  is  calculated  that  there  would  rarely  be  in 
the  Army  under  pay  more  than  25,000  at  any  one  time. 

The  number  of  discharges  is  somewhat  greater  than  it  would  other- 
wise be  from  the  fact  that  many  old  soldiers  having  families  have  sought 
to  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  that  might  arise  to  obtain  work 
in  civil  life,  in  view  of  the  recent  act  which  forbids  women  to  accompany 
the  troops.  It  is  a  question  whether  the  act  referred  to  will  really  pro- 
mote the  economy  or  efficiency  of  the  Army.  The  appointment  of 
authorized  laundresses  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  company  command- 
ers, within  the  limit — four  to  an  ordinary-sized  company — allowed  by 
law  and  regulations.  They  could,  if  they  deemed  best,  refuse  to  recog- 
nize even  one  laundress.  The  enect  of  the  law  thus  far  has  been  to 
force  out  of  the  service  some  most  worthy  old  soldiers,  with  respectable 
wives  whose  influence  in  garrison  could  not  be  injurious.  The  act  does 
not  seem  to  have  checked  the  marrying  of  soldiers  without  consent  of 
their  commanders,  and  the  fact  of  being  married  is  often  made  a  pretense 
for  demanding  discharge  before  expiration  of  enlistment.  When  this  is 
denied,  the  soldier  becomes  restless  and  discontented. 

The  rendezvous  for  the  general  service  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  superintendent  generjQ  recruiting  service,  whose  headquarters  are 
located  in  New  York  City. 

Rendezvous  have  been  maintained  during  the  past  year  at  Boston, 
Kew  York  City,  Harrisburg.  Baltimore,  Washington,  Cincinnati,  Buf- 
falo, Cleveland,  Chicago,  and  Indianapolis.  There  is  also  a  rendezvous 
at  Saint  Louis,  but  recruiting  has  been  suspended  there  for  the  present, 
as  a  precautionary  measure,  during  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever.  The 
rendezvous  for  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  at  NashviUe.  was  also  closed 
for  the  same  reason.  A  rendezvous  for  the  Twenty-firth  Infantry  was 
in  operation  during  a  portion  of  the  year,  but  was  closed  owing  to  the 
limited  state  of  the  recruiting  fund. 

Recruits  for  the  colored  infantry  regiments  are  enlisted  by  the  officers 
of  the  general  recruiting  service.         v 

The  superintendency  and  depot  for  the  mounted  recruiting  service  are 
situated  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri,  and  rendezvous  at  Boston,  New 
York,  Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  Buffalo,  Chicago,  and  Saint  Louis  have  been 
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maintained  during  the  past  year,  except  during  a  short  interval,  when 
it  was  found  necessary  to  close  some  of  the  rendezvous  in  order  to  keep 
the  expenses  within  the  limit  of  the  appropriation.  The  officers  of  this 
branch  of  the  service  also  recruit  for  colored  cavalry. 

A  rendezvous  to  recruit  for  organizations  in  the  Department  of  Texas 
has  been  maintained  with  fair  success  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  during  the 
past  year,  and  is  still  in  operation. 

Eecruiting  iu  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  is  conducted  under 
the  supervision  of  the  division  comm  nder.  The  rendezvous  at  San 
Francisco  has  been  in  operation  during  the  past  year,  and  several  mili- 
tary posts  have  also  been  designated  as  recruiting  stations,  but  the  re- 
cruits thus  obtained  are  insufficient  to  maintain  the  organizations  in  that 
division  to  their  proper  standard. 

The  following  depots  and  rendezvous  were  inspected  by  Ool.  E.  C. 
Drum,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Army,  under  instructions  con- 
tained in  letter  dated  Adjutant-General's  Office,  October  31, 1878,  viz : 

The  depots  at  Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio,  and  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mis- 
souri, and  the  rendezvous  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Chicago, 
HI.;  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  New  York  tlity,  K.  Y.;  and 
Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

E.  D.  TOWN^SEND, 

Adjutant-  General, 

General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

United  States  Army. 


G. — Statement  shomng  the  number  of  desertions  from  the  United  States  Army  during  the 

fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 


Organization. 


Enffineer  Battalion 
Ordnance  Corps... 

Ist  Cavalry 

2d  Cavalry 

M  Cavalry . .. 

4th  Cavalry 

r)th  Cavalry 

()th  Cavalry 

7th  Cavalry 

8th  Cavalry 

9th  Cavalry 

10th  Cavalry 

Ist  Artillery 

2d  Artillery 

:id  Artiller>^ 

4th  Artillery 

5th  Artillery 

Ist  Infantry 

2d  Infantry 

3d  Infantry  . - . 

4th  Infantry 

5th  Infantry 

6th  Infantry  .--.  .- 

7th  Infantry 

8th  Infantry 


2 
12 
107 
64 
86 
80 
79 
86 
67 
58 
16 
19 
30 
42 
25 
27 
36 
20 
50 
53 
57 
31 
51 
40 
86 


Organization. 


9th  Infantry 

10th  Infantry 

11th  Infantry 

12th  Infantry 

13th  Infantry 

14th  Infantry 

15th  Infantry 

16th  Infantry 

17th  Infantry 

18th  Infantry 

19th  Infantry 

20th  Infantry 

2l8t  Infantry 

22d  Infantry 

23d  Infantry 

24th  Infantry 

25th  Infantry 

General  service » 

Mounted  service 

Detachments,  West  Point 

Detachments,  Fort  Leavenworth  . 
General  non-commissioned  staff.. 

Total 


H. — Number  of  minors  discharged  from  October  ly  1878,  to  October  1, 1879. 
Total  number  of  minors  discharged , * 


No. 


44 

25 

18 

59 

15 

51 

35 

32 

22 

13 

28 

56 

75 

22 

46 

4 

4 

124 

61 

4 

2 

1 


1,965 


88 
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I. — Statement  shoioing  casualties.  enlistmentSy  and  re-enliatments  in  the  United  States  Army 

during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 'SO,  1879. 

Discharged — 

By  expiration  of  service 2,581 

For  disability 853 

By  sentence  of  general  court-martial 413 

By  civil  authority 10 

By  order 853 

Total  discharged 4.710 

Died 289 

Deserted 1,965 

Total 6,964 

Enlisted — 

Number  of  enlistments 6,226 

Number  of  re-enlistments ....  1, 108 

Total  enlisted 7,334 


K. — List  of  persons  admitted  to  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  under  the  orders  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  from  October  1,  1878,  to  October  1,  1879. 

Regular  Army — 

Commissioned  officers 4 

Commissioned  officers  (retired) 2 

Enlisted  men 29 

Enlisted  men,  late  of  United  States  Army 4 

Late  volunteer  service — 

Commissioned  officers 2 

Enlisted  men,  from  1861-'66 43 

Enlisted  men,  war  of  1812 1 

Inmates  United  States  Soldiers'  Home 10 

Civilians  (employes  Quartermaster's  Department) 1 

Military  prisoners 1 

Total 97 


War  Department, 
adjutant-genr.ral's  office, 

Washvigtonj  October  20, 1879. 

Sir  :  In  view  of  the  near  approach  of  the  aunual  meeting  of  Congress, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  in  lieu  of  a  report  or  abstract: 

Owing  to  causes  beyond  the  control  of  this  office,  the  work  in  some  of 
the  branches  has  fallen  so  far  behindhand  that  additional  clerks  will  be 
necessary  to  bring  it  up.  The  act  of  Congress  granting  arrears  of  pen- 
sions has  caused  a  very  great  increase  in  the  number  of  new  applica- 
tions. Many  persons  who  have  been  deterred  from  taking  the  trouble 
to  get  a  pension  heretofore,  because  of  the  small  amount  they  would 
receive,  have  now  entered  their  claims.  Again,  lapse  of  time  has  made 
men  mindful  of  infirmities  which  they  trace  to  some  incident  of  their 
military  service  years  ago,  and  they  make  their  claims.  Independent  of 
the  increased  number  of  such  claims,  they  are,  from  the  lapse  of  time, 
generally  obscure,  and  require  patient  and  extended  research.  This 
office  has  now  in  arrears  seventeen  thousand  claims  from  the  Pension 
and  Land  Offices,  which  have  a^umulated  in  six  months,  for  the  usual 
reports  to  be  taken  from  the  records. 

Careful  examination  has  been  made  to  ascertain  whether  the  requisite 
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clerks  can  be  transferred  from  other  branches  of  the  office  to  the  ones 
where  these  claims  are  acted  on,  but  it  is  found  that  this  would  be  im- 
practicable without  creating  a  similar  state  of  things  in  those  branches. 

It  is  therefore  urgently  recommended  that  thirty  clerks  of  class  1 
($1,200)  be  added  to  the  number  (151)  already  allowed  by  law  to  this 
office. 

The  business  of  the  archive  office,  in  which  is  kept  such  records  as 
have  been  obtained  of  the  Southern  armies,  has  become  well  known, 
and  its  usefulness  is  acknowledged.  The  necessity  for  keeping  it  up  is 
unimpaired.  Hitherto  the  expense  of  providing  stationery  and  other 
essential  matters  has  been  met  without  drawing  on  the  appropriation, 
which  is  all  devoted  to  salaries  of  clerks.  That  is  now  no  longer  possi- 
ble. It  is  therefore  respectfully  recommended  that  the  appropriation 
found  in  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  appropriation  bill, 
under  the  head  "  For  the  purpose  of  examining  the  rebel  archives  and 
having  copies  furnished  for  the  government,^  be  increased  to  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  from  six  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  appro- 
priated last  year. 

It  would  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  Mr.  A.  P.  Tasker, 
the  clerk  in  charge  of  that  office,  to  add  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
to  his  compensation,  in  view  of  the  great  amount  of  extra  time  and 
intelligent  labor  he  has  voluntarily  given  for  several  years  past  in  aid 
of  the  compilation  of  the  History  of  the  War,  for  which  work,  out  of 
office  hours  and  the  course  of  his  duties,  he  has  received  no  manner  of 
remuneration. 

The  work  of  codifying  the  Army  Eegulations  and  General  Orders, 
under  section  2,  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Army,  approved  June 
23,  1879,  confided  by  you  to  me,  has  been  progressing  with  no  intermis- 
sion since  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  is  in  an  advanc^  state  of  comple- 
tion. The  preparation  of  the  material  and  arrangement  in  form  has  been 
ably  done  by  Col.  W.  H.  Eoberts,  aided  by  Maj.  K.  H.  Camp,  whom  you 
assigned  to  assist  me.  These  gentlemen  have  shown  not  only  zeal  but 
intelligence  of  a  high  order  in  their  difficult  task.  The  larger  experience 
and  familiarity  with  matters  of  daily  occurrence  in  my  official  duties 
enables  me  to  correct  any  inadvertent  inaccuracies  and  to  give  the  sub- 
jects a  proper  arrangement.  I  have  given  very  close*  attention  to  this 
matter,  and  hope  early  in  the  winter  to  submit  to  you  a  satisfactory 
codified  system  of  Eegulations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEOT), 

Adjutcmt-  General. 

The  Hon.  Geo.  W.  McCeaby, 

Secretary  of  War, 


EEPOET  OF  THE  INSPBCTOE-GBNBEAL. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  United  States, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  October  20,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  the  officers 
of  the  Inspector-General's  Department  have  been  stationed  and  em- 
ployed as  follows,  namely: 

The  undersigned  has  been  in  charge  of  the  office  at  these  headquarters, 
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occupied  in  the  various  duties  pertaining  thereto.  He  has  also  made 
special  investigations  under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  served 
as  a  member  of  the  "  Stanley-Hazen  court-martial,"  inspected  the  accounts 
of  certain  disbursing-of&cers,  and  made  the  quarterly  inspections  of  Fort 
Leavenworth  Military  Prison,  as  required  by  section  1348,  Kevised  Stat- 
utes. 

Inspector-General  Delos  B.  Sacket  has  been  on  duty  at  the  headquar- 
ters Military  Division  of  the  Missouri.  He  has  been  engaged  in  making 
numerous  investigations  and  special  inspections  under  the  orders  of  the 
Lieu  tenant-General  commanding,  inspections  of  national  cemeteries  and 
of  the  accounts  of  disbursing-of&cers  in  the  division,  not  under  the  orders 
of  the  division  commander. 

Inspector-General  Edmund  Schriver  has  been  stationed  at  the  head- 
quarters Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  under  the  orders  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  and  has  also  served  as  president  of  the  board  of 
officers  appointed  to  review  the  proceedings  of  the  "Hammond  court- 
martial.'' 

Inspector-General  Kelson  H.  Davis  has  been  stationed  during  the 
year  at  the  headquarters  Militaiy  Division  of  the  Atlantic^  and  has  been 
engaged  in  making  numerous  investigations  and  inspections  under  the 
orders  of  the  major-general  commandmg. 

Assistant  Inspector-General  Eoger  Jones  has  continued  on  duty  in 
this  office  as  my  assistant,  and,  in  addition  to  his  regular  current  duties, 
has  made  several  investigations  and  inspections  under  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Assistant  Inspector-General  Absalom  Baird  has  during  the  year  been 
serving  at  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  and  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  making  inspections,  and  upon  other  duty  under 
the  orders  of  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding. 

Assistant  Inspector-General  Elisha  H.  Ludington,  having  been  found, 
by  an  Army  retiring-board,  incapacitated  for  active  duty  on  account  of 
disability  incident  to  the  service,  was,  by  direction  of  the  President,  by 
Special  Orders  No.  74,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  March  27, 1879,  retired 
from  active  service  in  conformity  to  section  1251,  Kevised  Statutes. 

The  following-named  officers  have  been  on  duty  as  acting  assistant 
inspectors-general  in  the  different  departments  since  my  last  annual 
report,  namely : 

Lieut.  Col.  John  S.  Masou,  Fourth  Infantry,  in  Department  of  Texa«. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  EoyaU,  Third  Cavalry,  in  Department  of  the 
Platte. 

Maj.  James  Biddle,  Sixth  Cavalry,  in  Department  of  Arizona. 

Maj^Eichard  Arnold,  Fifth  Artillery,  in  Department  of  the  East. 

Maj.  Edwin  C.  Mason,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  in  Department  of  the 
Columbia. 

Captain  George  B.  Eussell,  Ninth  Infantry,  in  Department  of  the 
South. 

Maj.  John  J.  Coppinger,  Tenth  Infantry,  was,  by  Special  Orders  No. 
162^  Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  12, 1879,  assigned  to  duty  as  acting 
assistant  inspector-general  Department  of  the  Missouri,  in  which  capac- 
ity he  has  served  since  that  date. 

Col.  John  Gibbon,  Seventh  Infantry,  was,  by  Special  Orders  No.  88, 
Department  of  Dakota,  July  30, 1878,  placed  in  charge  of  the  Insi^ector- 
GeneraPs  Office  at  those  headquarters,  and  has  recently  inspected  most 
of  the  posts  in  that  Department. 

The  above-mentioned  officers  have  been  engaged  in  inspection  duty, 
under  the  orders  of  their  respective  department  commanders. 
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Carefdl  examinations  have  been  made,  in  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  tiie  act  of  Congress  approved  April  20, 1874,  of  the  accounts 
of  all  officers  of  the  Army  who  have  disbursed  public  money  during  the 
year.  The  fiinds  received  and  expended  by  the  disbursing-officers,  with 
the  balances  reported  by  them  as  due  the  United  States,  have  been 
compared  and  verified  by  official  statements  obtained  from  the  Treasury 
Department  and  designated  depositories. 

The  reports  of  these  inspections  are  herewith  submitted,  ready  for 
transmittal  to  Congress,  a«  required  by  the  law  above  referred  to. 

The  annual  inspections  of  National  Cemeteries,  which,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  General  Orders  Ko.  68,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  26, 
1876,  were  required  to  be  made  by  officers  of  the  Inspector-General's 
Department,  in  the  course  of  their  tours  of  inspection,  wer^  commenced 
and  continued  for  this  year  until  the  issuance  of  General  Orders  No. 
61,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  June  18, 1879,  which  directs  that  such  in- 
spections be  dispensed  with. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  custom,  believed  to  be  quite  common,  which 
makes  company  commanders,  when  not  serving  in  the  field,  the  custo- 
dians of  unnecessarily  large  quantities  of  ammunition  and  sometimes  of  • 
equipage.  The  effect  of  this  custom  is  to  incumber  the  company  with 
unnecessary  baggage  when  required  to  move,  and  to  make  company  com- 
manders perform  the  duties  of  storekeepers ;  a  duty  incompatible  with 
their  legitimate  fanctions,  and  one  jcalculated  to  impair  their  efficiency. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  the  property  responsibility  of 
company  commanders  should  at  aU  times  be  kept  as  low  as  possible; 
and,  at  all  posts  remote  from  depots  and  arsenals,  the  necessary  supplies 
of  ammunition,  equipage,  &c.,  should  be  kept  on  hand,  in  charge  of  the 
post  quartermaster  and  ordnance  officer,  or,  in  the  absence  of  the  latter, 
in  charge  of  the  post  commander,  as  required  by  paragraph  1420,  Army 
Regulations  of  1863,  and  subject  to  issue  on  the  orders  of  the  command- 
ing officer. 

The  past  year  has  been  characterized  by  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  skill  of  enlisted  men  in  the  use  of  their  arms:  and  it  appears,  from 
the  inspection  reports,  that  great  interest  in  the  acquisition  of  this 
important  knowledge  has  been  awakened  and  fostered  in  nearly  every 
section  of  the  country,  and  is  especially  participated  in  by  both  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Army.  This  highly  important  branch  of  the  sol- 
dier's practical  instruction  should  be  continued  to  the  fuUest  extent  that 
the  appropriations  will  allow. 

During  the  year,  all  the  barracks,  dormitories,  workshops,  and  other 
buildings  pertaining  to  the  military  prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth  have 
been  completed,  exclusively  by  convict  labor^  in  the  most  subatantial 
and  workmanlike  manner,  with  stone  and  bnck  walls,  and  slate  roofe. 
The  barracks  and  dormitories  are  roomy  and  well  ventilated,  with 
abundant  air  space. 

The  affairs  of  the  establishment  are  well  conducted  under  the  imme- 
diate charge  of  Capt.  A.  P.  Blunt,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  super- 
vised by  the  department  commander,  General  Pope.  The  convicts  are 
properly  disciplined  and  employed,  while  they  are  well  fed  and  tre'ated 
with  humanity  and  kindness. 

The  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  shoes  and  boots  is  ready  for 
operation,  and  will  easily  supply  all  required  by  the  troops. 

As  the  scheme  of  manufacturing  certain  army  supplies  has  now  be^n 
in  operation  for  considerable  time  at  the  prison ;  and  as  the  results 
already  achieved  have  established,  beyond  question,  the  entire  feasibility 
and  economy  of  the  experiment,  as  well  as  its  beneficence  in  conducing 
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to  the  health  of  the  convicts,  and  instructing  them  in  mechanical  occu- 
pations that  will  tend  to  make  them  more  useful  and  better  citizens 
when  they  are  released  from  confinement ;  and  as  the  buildings  afford 
ample  room  for  extending  mechanical  work,  I  very  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  measures  be  inaugurated  for  the  fabrication  of  other  Army 
supplies,  which  are  now  obtained  from  civilian  contract6rs;  and,  by 
thujs  gradually  adding  to  the  articles  manufactured  here,  the  establish- 
ment will,  in  time,  become  nearly,  if  not  altogether,  self-sustaining. 

The  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  prison  at  the  date  of  my  last 
inspection,  September  11, 1879,  with  the  character  of  their  offenses,  were 
as  follows : 

For  desertion • 278 

For  violation  62d  Article  of  War 41 

For  theft , 12 

For  mutiny  and  mutinous  conduct 6 

For  assault  witli  intent  to  kill 2 

Total 339 

The  diminished  strength  of  the  companies  in  the  artillery  and  in- 
fantry arms  of  service,  the  great  dispersion  of  the  troops,  and  the  con- 
sequent small  garrisons  at  most  of  our  military  posts,  with  the  constant 
work  devolving  upon  them  in  building  and  repairing  quarters,  and  other 
labor  outside  of  their  military  duties,  have,  for  the  most  part,  rendered 
it  impracticable  to  give  sufficient  instruction  in  battalion  drills  or  other 
military  exercises,  yet  a  good  state  of  discipline  has  generally  been 
maintained,  and  the  officers  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  insure  proper 
instruction ;  but,  owing  to  the  diminutive  garrisons,  their  efforts  in  this 
direction  have  for  the  most  part  been  thwarted. 

As'  an  evidence  of  this,  the  last  inspection  reports  made  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  East  show  that  thirteen  of  the  twenty  garrisoned  posts 
in  that  department  had,  at  those  dates,  an  aggregate  of  only  298  en- 
listed men,  or  an  average  of  23  men  to  each  garrison. 

Copies  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  inspecting  officers  for  the  past 
year,  so  far  as  they  have  been  received,  are  herewith  transmitted.  They 
contain  much  important  information  regarding  the  affairs  of  the  Army, 
and  valuable  suggestions  regarding  modifications  in  certain  details  of 
the  service,  which  are  respectfully  recommended  to  favorable  considera- 
tion. 

The  attention  of  the  General  of  the  Army  is  especially  invited  to  the 
facts  presented  in  Inspector-General  Sacket's  report  upon  the  subject  of 
extra-duty  men,  and  their  lack  of  instruction  in  soldierly  duties  at  many 
military  posts.  Without  instruction  in  military  exercises  and  in  the  use 
of  their  arms  and  accouterments,  they  would  be  of  little  use  in  active 
field  service,  and  unless  company  commanders  are  permitted  and  re- 
quired to  give  such  instruction,  they  cannot,  as  the  Inspector-General 
says,  be  held  responsible  for  the  discipline  and  military  appearance  of 
theii^men. 

I  also  beg  to  ask  attention  to  Inspector-General  Sacket's  and  Davis's 
remarks  regarding  the  difficulty  they  have  experienced  in  procuring  cleri- 
cal aid  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  Reports  from  other  Inspectors- 
General  have,  jfrom  time  to  time,  exhibited  the  same  lack  of  clerical  assist- 
ance, and  they  have  often  been  obliged  to  perform  all  their  own  writing 
in  making  their  inspections,  reports,  keeping  up  their  records,  &c.  This 
does  not  appear  to  the  undersigned  a  proper  status  upon  which  to  place 
the  officers  of  this  department,  who  have  the  rank  of  colonels  and  lieu- 
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tenant-colonels,  especially  when  all  oflScers  of  every  other  staff*  depart 
ment,  even  captains,  are  provided  with  clerks. 

Personal  observation,  covering  a  period  of  many  years,  has  satisfied  me 
that  there  are  no  staft'-officers  who  more  need  clerical  assistance,  at  all 
times,  than  those  of  this  department;  but  it  is  especially  the  case  when 
in  the  field  with  troops  or  on  tours  of  inspection  that  the  services  of  com- 
petent and  faithful  clerks  are  most  essential. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  I  very  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
Quartermaster-General  be  instructed  to  embrace  in  his  annual  estimates 
an  item  of  $6,000  for  payment  of  five  first-class  clerks  for  the  three  col- 
nels  and  the  two  lieutenant-colonels  of  the  Inspector-General's  Depart- 
ment. 

I  also  solicit  careful  attention  to  Inspector-General  Davis's  excellent 
report  herewith  submitted.  The  facts  therein  presented  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  target  practice  with  rifle  muskets  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
gratifying  results  attained  as  exhibited  by  him,  will  be  found  of  great 
interest  to  all  military  men. 

It  appears  that  the  scores  made  by  the  "Army  teams"  during  the  recent 
"  International  Military  Match,"  at  Creedmoor,  L.  I.,  were  eminently  cred- 
itable, the  twelve  best  shots  tying  the  leading  team ;  and  it  is  reported 
by  Captain  Litchfield,  commanding  the  Atlantic  team,  that  in  previous 
practice  this  team  made  a  better  score  than  that  which  took  the  prize 
at  the  International  Match. 

The  following  extract  from  this  officer's  report,  giving  the  results  of 
the  practice  of  the  Atlantic  team,  will  doubtless  be  read  with  interest: 

**  *  *  The  result  is  highly  encouraging  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  State 
teams  were  composed  admittedly  of  the  oest  veteran  military  marksmen  in  the  world, 
thoroughly  organized  as  a  team  in  every  particular,  and  using  most  perfect  weapons 
and  ammunition. 

Although  the  Army  teams,  from  lack  of  opportunity  and  organization  beforehand, 
must  yield  the  palm  this  year  to  the  veteran  team  of  the  Empire  State,  without  doubt 
the  equal  of  any  ever  organized,  the  fact  remains  pat'Cnt  that  in  individual  marksman- 
ship, which  is  the  real  measure  of  merit  in  the  soldier,  the  superiority  of  our  riflemen 
cannot  now  be  questioned.     »    *     * 

*  *  *  Among  the  prizes  won  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  division  during  the 
meeting,  especial  notice  is  invited  to  the  Great  Qold  Medal  won  by  Sergeant  Slue, 
Tenth  Infantry;  the  "Military  Championship ''  Gold  Badge,  by  Lieut.  G.  N.  Whistler, 
P^fth  Artillery;  and  the  second  prize  in  the  "International  Military  Match,''  for  the 
highest  aggregate  score  by  any  competitor  from  the  United  States  Army,  won  by  Sec- 
ond Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Clay,  Tenth  Infantry. 

Colonel  Davis's  recommendations  upon  this  and  other  subjects  are  the 
results  of  matured  experience  and  careful  consideration. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  able  to  give  at- 
testation to  the  fact,  that  the  inspection  reports  for  the  past  year  show 
conclusively  that  the  officers  of  the  Army  are  habitually  temperate,  and 
not  addicted  to  gaming  or  other  vicious  habits. 

The  rank  and  file  are  enlisted  from  much  more  respectable  classes  than 
I  have  ever  before  known  during  forty-seven  years  military  service;  and 
the  troops  generally  have  evinced  a  most  commendable  spirit  of  emula- 
tion in  the  correct  performance  of  their  arduous  service  in  garrison  and 
in  the  field. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 
Brigadier  and  IiispectorOeneral. 

The  Adjutant-General, 

United  States  Army. 
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Inspector-General^s  Office, 

ChicagOf  September  16,  1879. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  my  report  of  an  inspection  made 
recently  in  the  district  of  Montana,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders  No.  77  (current 
series)  from  headquiurters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  as  a  portion  of  this  my 
annual  repori}. 

The  money  accounts  of  disbursing  officers  designated  to  be  inspected  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  ^spector-Crenerars  Department  stationed  at  these  headquarters,  in  a  com- 
munication from  Army  Headquarters  August  4,  1876,  has  been  fullv  complied  with. 

The  inspection  of  National  Cemeteries,  made  under  similar  orders,  has  been  per- 
formed and  the  reports  of  the  inspections  forwarded  to  your  office.  Numerous  inves- 
tigations and  special  inspections,  ordered  from  division  headquarters,  have  been  made 
during  the  year  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baird  and  myself. 

I  will  here  respectfully  call  attention  to  one  or  two  matters  which  I  deem  of  some 
importance  to  the  service. 

At  many  military  posts^  enlisted  men  employed  on  extra-duty  in  the  quartermaster's 
department  are  excused  m>m  Sunday  morning  inspections  by  post-commanders. 

I  think  an  order  should  be  issued  requiring  every  man  on  extra-duty  to  be  present 
at  inspection  with  his  company  on  Sunday  morning,  in  order  that  captains  may  see 
their  men  under  arms  and  equipped  at  least  once  each  week.  Whenever  an  inspector 
visits  a  post  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  troops,  every  man  possible  is  turned  out, 
and  it  n^quently  happens  at  these  inspections  that  men  are  found  not  in  uniform, 
arms  out  of  order,  wearing  very  long  hair,  &.C.,  and  when  the  captain's  attention  is 
called  to  this,  the  chances  are  he  will  say,  ''  Sir,  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  seen  this 
soldier  on  inspection  in  four  or  more  months.'' 

A  captain  cannot  be  held  accountable  for  the  discipline  and  military  appearance  of 
the  men  of  his  company  unless  he  can  see  and  have  the  control  of  every  man  of  his 
command  occasionally ;  and  at  the  Sunday  morning  inspection  is  the  proper  and  best 
time  for  his  doing  so. 

Where  the  detail  for  extra-duty  is  large,  as  it  is  at  most  of  our  frontier  posts,  the 
labor  is  made  very  hard  on  the  men  who  perform  the  military  duties  of  the  garrison : 
in  most  oases  far  more  severe  than  the  labor  performed  by  the  extra-duty  men.  I  hold 
it  would  be  no  more  than  just,  were  one-thircl  of  the  extra-duty  pay  of  the  extra-duty 
men  retained  to  make  up  a  fund  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  men  who  per- 
form the  extra  or  increased  military  labor  of  the  post,  caused  and  thrown  upon  them 
by  these  details. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  brake  known  as  the  '^  California  Brake  "be  placed 
upon  all  Army  wagons  purchased  for  or  used  in  the  West.  All  heavy  freight  wagons 
used  in  the  Western  Territories  have  this  brake.  The  teamster  is  given  perfect  con- 
trol of  his  wagon  by  means  of  this  brake,  without  the  necessity  of  his  dismounting 
from  his  saddle.  He  could  and  he  would  then  help  his  team  at  many  points  that  he 
will  not  do,  when  compelled  to  dismount  to  lock  or  unlock  a  wheel.  Post  black- 
smiths could  easily  place  these  brakes  on  the  wagons  if  authorized  so  to  do.  The 
change  would  result  in  a  great  saving  on  the  wear  and  tear  of  mule-flesh  and  of 
wagons. 

From  about  the  first  of  May,  most  of  my  duties  have  been  outside  of  the  office. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Baird  has  attended  to  the  office- work ;  he  has  examined  and  for- 
warded all  reports  received  from  department  and  other  inspectors. 

I  dislike  to  refer  again  to  the  subject  of  a  clerk  for  this  office,  but  it  seems  strange 
that  a  general  service  or  a  detailed  man  cannot  be  allowed  to  the  office  of  the  inspec- 
tor-general of  a  division,  while  the  acting  assistant  inspectors  of  the  different  de- 
partments in  the  division  have  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  SACKET, 
Colonel  and  Inspector  General^  U.  S.  A, 

To  the  Inspector-General. 

United  States  Armyy  Waskingtonj  D,  C. 


Inspection  Office,  Division  of  Pacific, 
Presidio  of  San  FrandscOj  September  20,  1879. 

General  :  In  compliance  with  circulars  of  December  11,  1867,  and  of  November  2, 
1868,  from  "War  Department,  Inspector-General's  Office,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  during  the  last  past  twelve  months  I  have  performed  the  duties,  stated  and  spe- 
cial, pertaining  to  the  station  in  the  Division  of  the  Pacific  to  which  I  was  assigned 
by  General  Orders  No.  45  of  May  29,  1876  (an  enumeration  of  which  in  detail  it  is  not 
deemed  necessary  to  make),  except  during  my  absence  while  required  as  a  witness  be- 
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fore  the  Fitz-John  Porter  board  of  officers  in  New  York  City,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
advisory  board  of  officers  assembled  in  Washington  City  in  the  Hammond  case. 

Besides  service  on  courts  and  boards,  I  have  attended  to  the  current  duties  and  also 
inspected  certain  posts  in  the  Department  of  California. 

In  connection  with  these  duties,  there  are  no  recommendations  to  make  except  such 
as  are  embraced  in  the  reports  of  the  inspections  referred  to  above,  and  which,  of 
course,  will  reach  your  office  in  due  time. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 

Inspector-General, 
To  the  Inspector-General, 

War  Department. 


1.— REPOET  OF  LIEUTENANT-GElJfERAL  SHERIDAN. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago^  Illy  October  22, 1879. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  General  of  the  Army,  the  following  report  of  operations  within  the 
limits  of  my  command  since  October  25, 1878,  the  date  of  my  last  annual 
report. 

The  organization  of  the  division  remains  unchanged  and  consists  of 
the  following  departments :  The  Department  of  Dakota,  which  comprises 
the  State  of  Minnesota  and  Territories  of  Montana  and  Dakota,  and  is 
garrisoned  by  twenty-one  permanent  posts  and  four  temporary  en- 
campments, commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry ;  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte,  consisting  of  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  and 
the  Territories  of  Wyoming  and  Utah  and  a  portion  of  Idaho,  garri- 
soned by  seventeen  permanent  posts,  commanded  by  Brig.  G^n.  George 
Crook ;  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  consisting  of  the  States  of 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Colorado,  the  Indian  and  New  Mexican 
Territories,  and  two  posts  in  Texas,  Forts  Elliott  and  Bliss,  garrisoned 
by  twenty  permanent  posts  and  eight  encampments,  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Pope ;  and  the  Department  of  Texas,  consisting  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  which  embraces  the  Mexican  frontier,  garrisoned  by  thir- 
teen permanent  posts  and  ten  encampments,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  O.  C.  Ord. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I  called  attention  t6  the  fact  that  our  forces 
were  too  small  to  properly  perform  the  duties  incumbent  upon  them 
throughout  the  vast  extent  of  territory  they  occupied.  The  ratio  of  the 
jorce  was  one  man  to  every  seventy-five  square  mUes  in  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Platte,  Dakota,  and  the  Missouri ;  and  one  man  to  every 
one  hundred  and  twenty  square  miles  in  the  Department  of  Texas,  and 
there  has  been  no  change  in  that  respect  up  to  this  time. 

The  forces  of  the  division  are  assigned  to  the  several  departments  as 
follows :  In  the  Department  of  Dakota,  officers  and  men,  cavalry,  1,538; 
infantry,  3,649.  In  the  Department  of  the  Platte,  cavalry,  1,463 ;  in- 
fantry, 1,525.  In  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  cavalry,  1,269;  in- 
fantry, 2,081.  In  the  Department  of  Texas,  cavalry,  1,817 ;  infantry, 
1,787 ;  artillery,  188.  The  number  of  permanent  posts  in  the  division 
is  seventy-one,  which,  together  with  twenty-two  temporary  encamp- 
ments, has  given  us  an  aggregate  of  ninety-three  stations  to  provide  for 
during  the  summer.  These  posts  have  been  garrisoned  by  eight  regi- 
ments of  cavalry,  aggregating  6,087 ;  four  companies  of  artillery,  with 
an  aggregate  of  188 ;  nineteen  regiments  of  infantry,  with  an  aggregate 
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of  9,042,  and  200  Indian  scouts ;  making  a  grand  total  of  15,517  of&cers 
aod  men. 

For  the  details  of  the  various  Indian  troubles  and  movements  of 
troops  throughout  the  division,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports 
of  the  department  commanders. 

The  report  of  General  Terry,  commanding  the  Department  of  Dakota, 
is  comprehensive,  and  fully  describes  the  operations  in  his  department, 
and  especially  the  expedition  of  Colonel  MUes  and  the  beneficial  effects 
arising  from  it,  to  which  I  wish  to  add  a  just  commendation,  by  saying 
that  Colonel  Miles,  in  the  organization  of  his  column  and  in  his  soldierly 
bearing,  has  given  satisfaction  to  his  superiors,  and  inspired  confidence 
in  the  ofl&cers  and  men  under  his  command.  When  the  buffalo  again 
return  south  of  the  northern  boundary  line,  they  wiU  be  followed  by  the 
Indians  now  living  north  of  that  line,  or  at  least  by  their  hunting  par- 
ties, as  these  Indians  are  dependent  for  their  main  supplies  of  animal 
food  upon  the  buffalo  herd,  and  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  estab- 
lish any  international  conditions  which  will  prevent  such  an  invasion  of 
our  territory.  The  number  of  Indians  dependent  upon  these  herds  for 
subsistence  aggregate  many  thousands.  I  therefore  concur  with  Gen- 
eral Terry  in  his  recommendation  for  the  establishment  of  another  large 
military  post  about  midway  between  Forts  Buford  and  Assinaboine, 
and  a«  near  to  the  northern  boundary  line  as  the  local  conditions  will 
permit ;  and  I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  be  asked 
for  its  construction.  The  rapid  progress  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road will  fill  up  the  Northwest  with  hardy  pioneers  and  emigrants,  and 
the  establishment  of  this  new  x>ost  should  take  place  during  the  summer 
of  1880. 

The  report  of  General  Crook  illustrates  the  condition  of  affairs  in  his 
department.  The  reference  which  he  makes  to  the  Camp  Eobinson  pris- 
oners I  only  wish  to  supplement  with  the  remark,*  that  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  small  number  of  troops  then  available  did  not  admit  of 
a  larger  force  at  that  place  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak,  as  it  might  by 
its  presence  have  sufficiently  intimidated  the  determined  and  sanguin- 
ary savages  who  were  there  confined.  It  is  useless  for  me  to  speak 
about  the  grievances  of  these  Indians ;  they  belong  to  a  system  which 
has  obtained  for  many  years.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  say  that  the  "poor 
Indian  ^  fully  sustained  his  cruel  nature  by  making  a  breastwork  of  his 
women  and  children  in  resistance  t6  the  orders  wMch  sent  him  back  to 
his  agency,  where  he  alleges  he  was  pinched  with  hunger  and  his  peo- 
ple were  dying  from  fever  arising  from  certain  climatic  conditions  of  the 
country.  In  what  occurred  at  Camp  Bobinson  the  troops  had  no  respon- 
sibility, they  had  but  t6  obey  orders  originating  in  requests  from  the 
Indian  Bureau,  and  the  only  thing  to  be  regretted  is  that  the  occurrence 
might  possibly  have  been  avoidcSi  had  we  had  an  overwhelming  force 
to  meet  it ;  but  we  had  not.  It  is  also  to  be  deplored  that  the  most 
guilty  of  the  band  of  Korthem  Cheyennes  which  escaped  about  the  same 
time  have  not  been  punished.  They  murdered  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren in  Kansas  and  have  gone  free,  and  this  circumstance  will  be  likely 
to  give  encouragement  to  these  and  other  Indians  at  some  future  time 
to  attempt  the  same  thing. 

In  the  Department  of  the  IVIissouri  much  trouble  was  occasioned  -by 
the  attempted  invasion  of  the  Indian  Territory  by  squatters,  but  the 
prompt  action  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  giving  full  au- 
thority to  the  troops  to  act  has  resulted  in  putting  a  stop  for  the  pres- 
ent to  these  restless  adventurers,  and  we  hope  very  soon  t6  clear  the 
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Territory  of  another  class  of  desperate  characters,  who  for  a  long  period 
have  rendered  life  and  property  insecure  there. 

In  New  Mexico,  a  band  of  Apaches,  under  the  Chief  Yict6riaj  broke 
away  from  their  reservation,  t6  which  they  had  gone  reluctantly,  and 
the  result  has  been  bloodshed,  expense,  and  anxiety.  They  have  killed 
five  soldiers,  two  scouts,  and  fifteen  or  sixteen  citizens,  including  one  if 
not  more  families  of  women  and  children,  but  to  some  extent  have  al-' 
ready  been  punished  by  the  troops  who  are  still  in  pursuit.  The  most 
recent  information  fix)m  New  Mexico,  though  not  yet  officially  confirmed, 
goes  to  show  that  great  destruction  to  life  and  damage  to  property  has 
been  committed  in  the  Mesilla  Valley  by  these  same  Indians,  although 
they  are  constantly  and  energetically  pursued  by  our  troops.  Their  taic- 
tics  being  to  attack  and  plunder  some  given  point,  then  to  scatter  like 
quails,  and  meet  again  at  some  other  distant  point  previously  under- 
st6od,  for  plunder,  and  again  scatter,  therefore  it  is  exceedingly  difficult 
for  our  troops  to  overtake  and  punish  them.  At  present,  however,  the 
prospect  looks  fair  that  they  will  soon  be  overtaken  and  killed  or  cap- 
tured. 

The  recent  and  unexpected  outbreak  of  the  Utes  at  the  White  Eiver 
Agency  seems  to  have  been  brought  about,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
by  local  causes.  The  Indian  agent  wished  them  to  engage  in  fieurming, 
and  many  of  them  were  uncompromisingly  hostile  to  anything  in  the 
way  of  labor  which  might  assist  in  making  them  self-supportSig.  As 
soon  as  a  knowledge  of  the  trouble  was  communicated  by  the  Indiui 
Bureau  to  the  military  authorities,  a  force  which  was  deemed  more  than 
sufficient  by  the  agent  was  sent  from  the  nearest  post,  under  command 
of  Major  Thomburgh,  Fourth  Infantry.  Before  the  troops  reached  the 
agency,  the  agent,  Mr.  Meeker,  and  most  of  his  employes,  were  mur- 
dered by  the  Indians,  who  then  came  out  and  attacked  Major  Thom- 
burgh's  force  at  a  point  eighteen  miles  distant  from  the  agency,  MUing 
Major  Thomburgh  and  twelve  of  his  men  and  wounding  forty-two  others, 
officers  and  men.  The  ground  selected  by  the  Indians  for  this  attack 
was  exceedingly  favorable  to  them,  and  they  succeeded  in  beleaguering 
the  command  and  held  it  until  it  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Merritt's  com- 
mand, which  was  thrown  forward  with  great  rapidity  to  its  rescue.  The 
troops  under  Colonel  Merritt  then  pushed  on  to  the  agency  without 
opposition,  where  they  discovered  the  dead  bodies  of  the  agent  and  his 
employes.  At  present  a  large  column  of  troops  is  held  at  White  Eiver 
Agency,  another  large  column  is  being  organized  at  Fort  Garland,  and 
stUl  another  in  the  Animas  Valley,  pending  the  action  of  the  Indian 
Bureau,  through  its  special  agent,  General  Adams;  and  these  troops  will 
be  held  at  these  points,  awaiting  the  result  of  General  Adams'  nego- 
tiations with  Chief  Ouray  for  the  surrender  of  the  murderers. 

The  report  of  Brigadier-General  Ord  gives  a  full  and  interesting  account 
of  the  status  of  aftairs  in  his  department  for  the  past  year. 

Nearly  all  the  vexatious  conditions  which  have  heretofore  existed 
along  the  Eio  Grande — the  boundary  line  between  our  country  and  the 
Eepublic  of  Mexico — ^liave  ceased,  owing  to  the  active  effi)rts  of  our  own 
troops  and  those  of  the  Mexican  Government ;  an  earnest  and  generally 
successful  effort  having  been  made  upon  both  sides  of  the  line  to  capture 
and  destroy  all  raiding  parties.  Small  parties  of  Indians  occasionally 
succeed  in  evading  the  tioops,  and  commit  robberies  and  outrages  upon 
the  outlying  settlements  and  mail  routes ;  some  of  these  parties  at  times 
entering  Mexico  from  our  side  and  others  cx)ming  from  that  country 
into  th&.  It  has  been  pretty  well  established  that  most  of  the  raids 
made  by  our  Indians  have  their  origin  on  the  Fort  Stanton  Indian  Ees- 
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ervation.  I  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to 
this  fact  and  to  the  impossibility  of  stopping  them,  unless  the  reserva- 
tion is  placed  directly  under  the  control  of  the  military ;  when,  I  am 
satisfied,  we  would  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  them.- 

It  will  be  seen  from  General  Ord's  report  that  the  troops  in  his 
department  have  been  very  active,  having  marched  over  40,000  miles  on 
scouts  and  in  following  the  trails  of  raiding  parties;  and  much  of  the 
good  order  which  has  obtained  on  the  Eio  Grande  is  undoubtedly  owing 
to  the  energetic  movements  and  general  activity  of  the  troops. 

There  has  been  no  general  combination  of  hostile  Indians  in  this  mili- 
tary division  during  the  past  year,  and  I  doubt  that  such  combinations 
can  ever  again  exist.  The  continuous  settlements  of  the  valleys  of  the 
Arkansas,  the  Smoky  Hill,  the  Platte,  the  Black  Hills,  and  tlie  valley 
of  the  Yellowstone;  and  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific,  tJ^e 
Kansas  Pacific,  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F6,  and  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroads,  and  their  natural  connections,  following  the  Indian 
wars  of  1868  and  1876,  has  thrown  too  many  obstacles  in  the  way  for 
Indian  runners  to  communicate  intelligence  among  the  various  tribes  ; 
and,  in  addition  to  this,  the  great  southern  buffalo  herds,  together  with 
the  elk,  antelope,  and  deer,  upon  which  they  depended  to  subsist  their 
warriors,  are  now  nearly  gone.  Therefore,  Indian  troubles  that  will 
hereafter  occur  will  be  those  which  arise  upon  the  different  Indian 
reservations,  or  from  attempts  made  to  reduce  the  number  and  size  of 
these  reservations,  by  the  concentration  of  the  Indian  tribes;  and  I  think 
I  can  safely  say,  in  the  nature  of  a  warning  to  the  government,  that 
there  is  great  danger  at  all  the  agencies  of  wild  Indians  where  a  suffi- 
cient military  force  is  not  present  of  scenes  occurring  similar  to  those 
recently  enacted  at  the  White  River  Agency. 

Many  complaints  have  been  forwarded  to  the  War  Department  through 
these  headquarters  since  my  last  report,  showing  that  there  has  been  an 
insufficiency  of  food  at  some  of  the  Indian  agencies  within  this  military 
division ;  and  hunger  will  always  produce  trouble.  I  have  heretofore 
reported,  and  desire  to  reiterate  my  former  statements,  that  at  least  the 
beef  ration  now  allowed  the  Indians  is  insufficient,  and  I  believe  this 
may  arise  from  inadequate  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  this 
purpose.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  vast  country  lying  be- 
tween the  Missouri  River  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  including  Colorado 
and  a  portion  of  Kew  Mexico,  has  been  wrested  from  the  Indians,  and 
that  the  immense  herds  of  game  upon  which  these  Indians  formerly  sub- 
sisted have  to  a  great  e^t/ent  disappeared,  and  that  nearly  all  the  country 
mentioned  is  now  given  up  t6  mining  interests,  cattle  ranches,  and  gen- 
eral agriculture,  and  that  the  annu^Q  market  value  of  the  mineral  and 
food  supplies  of  this  region  aggregates  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars. 
It  seems  to  me  that  such  beneficial  results  as  these  should  induce  Con- 
gress to  furnish  the  poor  people  from  whom  this  country  has  been  taken 
with  sufficient  food  to  enable  them  to  live  without  suffering  the  pangs 
of  hunger.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that  the  Indian  possesses  a 
nomadic  stomach,  and  heretofore,  simply  by  the  pleasures  of  the  chase, 
he  was  enabled  to  put  his  family  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  want  of  food ; 
and  one  can  easily  imagine  how  exasperating  it  must  be  to  a  warrior  to 
find  himself  limited  to  a  meager  ration  of  Texas  beef  and  to  see  his 
women  and  children  suffering  for  food  before  his  eyes. 

There  is  one  other  source  of  trouble  that  I  desire  to  allude  to,  and 
that  is  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  localities  in  which  they  were 
born  and  reared.  I  have  never  known  it  to  be  done  without  producing 
trouble.    The  Indian  is  deeply  attached  to  his  place  of  birth,  and  he 


46  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

never  abandons  it  except  under  compulsion,  and  when  that  occurs,  and 
his  removal  is  accomplished,  it  is  invariably  followed  by  a  home-sickness 
which  is  so  intense  that  it  frequently  terminates  fatally.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  ground- work  of  the  present  Colorado  trouble  arises 
from  a  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  that  they  are  to  be  deprived 
of  their  homes  by  a  concentration  in  order  to  make  fewer  agencies. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  there  is  no  established  system  of  gov- 
ernment among  Indians  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  and  the  little  in- 
fluence possessed  by  their  chie^  is  entirely  disregarded  whenever  in 
the  opinion  of  the  individual  Indian  his  present  safety  or  other  interests 
are  threatened ;  and  among  communities  so  loosely  governed,  composed 
of  men  so  wild  and  savage  in  their  nature,  we  must  as  a  natural 
sequence  expect  to  be  occasionally  startled  by  some  most  sanguinary 
outbreaks. 

There  should  always  be  some  power  to  control  or  punish.  We  cannot 
govern  highly  civilized  communities  without  at  least  the  force  of  law  to 
guide  and  even  punish,  and  much  less  ought  we  t6  expect  t6  control 
wild  Indians  without  a  force  to  compel  obedience  to  such  rules  as  may 
be  wisely  established  by  the  proper  authorites  for  their  benefit. 

The  supply  departments  throughout  the  division  have  worked  well 
and  economically,  and  the  ofi&cers  in  control  of  this  important  branch  of 
the  service  are  entitled  to  credit  for  their  services. 

The  department  commanders  have  faithfully  performed  their  duties, 
and  the  line  and  staff  have  all  done  weU. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 
Lieutenant' General  J  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Townsend, 

Adjuta/nt-Oeneral  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. 


2.  EEPOET  OF  BEIG.  GEl^.  ALFEED  H.  TEEEY. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota, 

8aint  Paul,  Minn.,  October  1, 1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  military 
operations  wliich  have  taken  place  in  this  department  during  the  past 
year : 

The  last  annual  report  from  this  department  was  made  on  the  4th  day 
of  October,  1878.  On  that  date  the  force  in  the  department  consisted 
of  the  following  troops : 

Tlie  Second  Eegiment  of  Cavalry,  four  companies  of  the  Third  Cav- 
alry, the  Seventh  Eegiment  of  Cavalry,  the  First  Eegiment  of  Infantry, 
the  Third  Eegiment  of  Infantry,  the  Fifth  Eegiment  of  Infantry,  the 
Sixth  Eegiment  of  Infantry,  the  Seventh  Eegiment  of  Infantry,  the 
Eleventh  Eegiment  of  Infantiy,  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  of  Infantry. 

This  force  was  distributed  as  follows : 

At  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies 
B,  C,  E,  F,  H,  and  K  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sisseton,  Dak.,  Companies  A  and  F  of  the  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Totten,  Dafc.,  Companies  0  and  F  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry 
and  Company  C  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 
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At  Fort  Pembinaj  Dak,y  Companies  E  and  K  of  the  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Bufordj  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies  C, 
D,  E,  F,  G;  and  I  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Meade.  Ddk.y  Companies  E  and  M  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry, 
and  Companies  F  and  K  of  theFirst  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln^  Dak.j  the  regimental  headquarters,  and 
Companies  A,  G,  H,  and  L  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  Company  B  of  the 
Sixth  Infantry,  and  Companies  D  and  G  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  RicCj  Ddk.^  Company  A  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Stevenson^  Dak.,  Companies  H  and  K  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Standing  Rock  Agency  (now  Fort  Yates)  Dak.,  the  regimental  head- 
quarters, and  Companies  B,  H,  and  I  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and 
Companies  B,  D,  I,  and  K  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry. 

At  Cheyenne  Agency  (now  Fort  Bennett),  Dak.,  the  regimental  head- 
quarters, and  Companies  A,  D,  E,  G,  I,  and  K  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Randall^  Dak.y  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies 

A,  C,  E,  and  I  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Fort  8ullyy  Bak.y  Companies  D  and  H  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Lower  BruU  Agency  (now  Fort  Hale),  Dak.,  Companies  B  and  G  of 
the  First  Infantry. 

At  Red  Cloud  Agency^.  Dak.j  Companies  E  and  L  of  the  Third  Cavalry. 

At  Spotted  Tail  Agency^  Bak.j  Companies  H  and  M  of  the  Third 
Cavalry. 

At  Fort  Shaw  J  Mont^  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies  C,  E, 
F,  and  G  of  the  Third  Infantry,  and  Companies  A  and  I  of  the  Seventh 
Infantry. 

At  Fort  Benton.  Mont.  Company  A  of  the  Third  Infantry. 

At  Fort  FlliSj  Monty  Companies  F,  H,  K,  and  L  of  the  Second  Cav- 
alry, and  Company  G  of  the  SeventH  Infantry. 

At  Camp  BaJceTj  Monthiow  Fort  Logan),  Company  D  of  the  Seventh 
and  Company  K  of  the  Third  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Missoula^  Mont,  Companies  B,  D,  H,  and  I  of  the  Third  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Keoghy  Mont^  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies  A, 

B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  BL  I,  and  K  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  and  Companies  A, 
B,  E,  and  I  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 

At  Fort  Custet'j  Monty  Companies  B,  C,  F,  and  H  of  the  Eleventh  In- 
fantry, and  the  regimental  headquai'ters,  and  Companies  C,  D,  G,  and 
M  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 

Since  then  the  following  changes  of  stations  of  troops  in  the  depant- 
ment  have  taken  place: 

In  October,  1878,  Company  D,  First  Infantry,  changed  station  from 
Standing  Eock  Agency  to  Fort  Sully;  Company  F,  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry, changed  station  from  Fort  Snelling  to  Fort  Sisseton ;  Companies 
E  and  M,  Seventh  Cavalry,  from  Fort  Lincoln ;  Company  F,  First  In- 
fantry, from  Standing  Eock,  and  Company  K,  First  Infantry,  from  Fort 
Sully,  changed  station  t6  the  new  post  near  Bear  Butte  (Fort  Meade, 
Dak). 

In  November,  1878,  Companies  F  qnd  G,  Third  Infantry,  from  camp 
on  Marias  Eiver,  and  Company  C,  Third  Infantry,  from  Dauphin  Eapids, 
took  station  at  Fort  Shaw. 

In  November,  1878,  the  regimental  headquarters  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry were  transferred  from  Standing  Eock  Agency  (Fort  Yates)  to 
Fort  Totten,  and  were  transferred  back  to  Fort  Yates  in  May,  1879. 
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In  November,  1878,  Company  C,  Seventh  Cavalry,  changed  station 
from  Fort  Totten  to  Fort  Lincoln. 

In  November,  1878,  Company  I,  Seventh  Cavalry,  arrived  at  Fort  Lin- 
coln from  the  field  and  was  transferred  as  part  of  the  regular  garrison 
of  that  post. 

In  November,  1878,  Company  D,  Seventh  Cavalry,  changed  station 
from  Fort  Lincoln  to  Standing  Eock  Agency  (Fort  Yates). 

In  November,  1878,  Company  K,  Seventh  Cavalry,  changed  station 
from  Fort  Lincoln  to  Fort  Totten. 

In  November,  1878,  Company  A,  Sixth  Infantry,  changed  station  from 
Fort  Eice  to  Fort  Lincoln. 

In  November,  1878,  Company  D,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  changed  sta- 
tion from  Fort  Lincoln  to  Standing  Eock  Agency  (Fort  Yates,  Dak.). 

In  December,  1878,  Company  E,  Sixth  Infantry,  changed  station  from 
Fort  Eandall  to  Eed  Cloud  Agency,  Dak. 

In  December,  1878,  Company  A,  Eleventh  Infantry,  changed  station 
from  Fort  Bennett  (late  Cheyenne  Agency)  to  Fort  Sully. 

In  December,  1878,  Companies  E  and  L,  Third  Cavalry,  left  Eed  Cloud 
Agency  en  route  to  Camp  Eobinson,  Nebr. 

In  April,  1879,  Company  E,  Third  Infantry,  changed  station  from  Fort 
Shaw  to  Fort  Ellis. 

In  May,  1879,  Company  D,  Second  Cavalry,  changed  station  from  Fort 
Custer  to  Fort  Ellis. 

In  May,  1879,  Company  E,  First  Infantry,  changed  station  from  Eed 
Cloud  Agency  (abandoned)  to  Fort  Eandall. 

In  June,  1879,  the  non-commissioned  staff,  band,  and  Companies  E  and 
G,  Seventh  Cavalry,  changed  station  from  Fort  Lincoln  to  Fort  Meade  5 
and  in  July  the  regimen&l  headquarters  and  Companies  A  and  H, 
Seventh  Cavalry,  were  transferred  from  Fort  Lincoln  to  Fort  Meade. 

In  June,  1879,  Companies  F  and  G,  Sixth  Infantry,  changed  station 
from  Fort  Buford  to  Fort  Lincoln. 

In  June,  1879  Company  C,  Third  Infantry,  changed  station  tcSm  Fort 
Shaw  to  Fort  Ellis. 

In  June,  1879,  Company  G,  Seventh  Infantry,  from  Fort  Ellis  5  D, 
Seventh  Infantry,  from  Fort  Logan,  and  A  and  I,  Seventh  Infantry, 
from  Fort  Shaw,  left  these  respective  stations,  ana  in  July  went  into 
camp  at  the  mouth  of  the  Musselshell  Eiver,  as  on  detached  service  at 
that  point,  being  borne  on  the  returns  of  the  regular  garrison  of  Fort 
Snelling. 

In  August,  1879,  Company  K,  Eleventh  Infantry,  changed  station  from 
Bort  Bennett  to  Fort  Sully. 

In  August,  1879,  Companies  D  and  H,  First  Infantry,  left  Fort  Sully 
for  its  new  station  at  Fort  Meade,  arriving  there  September  9. 

In  September,  1879,  Company  E,  Eighteenth  Infentry,  changed  sta- 
tion from  Coal  Banks  to  Cow  Island. 

In  September,  1879,  Company  F,  Second  Cavalry,  was  ordered  to 
change  station  from  Fort  Ellis  to  Fort  Custer. 

As  the  result  of  these  changes  the  troops  in  this  department  are  now 
distributed  as  follows : 

At  Fort  Snelling^  Minn.,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies 
A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sissetorij  Dak.^  Companies  A  and  F  of  the  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Penibinaj  Dak.j  Companies  E  and  K  of  the  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Totteuj  Dak.^  Companies  F  and  K  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  and 
Company  C  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 


GENERAL   OF   THE   ARMY. 


49 


At  Fort  Randallj  DaJc.j  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies 

A,  0,  E,  and  I  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Fort  HaU^  DaJc.y  Companies  B  and  G  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sully,  Dak.^  Companies  A  and  K  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Bennett,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies 
D,  E,  G,  and  I  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Yates,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies  B, 
D,  H,  and  I  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and  Companies  B  and  D  of 
the  Seventh  Cavalry. 

At  Fort  Meade,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies  A, 
C,  E,  G,  H,  and  M  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  Companies  D,  F,  H, 
and  K  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak.,  Companies  I  and  L  of  the  Seventh 
Cavalry,  Companies  A,  B,  F,  and  G  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  and  Com- 
pany G  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Stevenson,  Dak,,  Companies  H  and  K  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Buford,  Dale.,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies 
C,  D,  E,  and  I  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Keogh,  Mont,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies  A, 

B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  and  Companies  A, 
B,  E,  and  I  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 

At  Fort  CtLster,  Mont.,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies  C. 
F,  G,  and  M  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  and  Companies  B,  C,  F,  and  H  or 
the  Eleventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Assinaboine,  Mont,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Com- 
panies A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  and 
Companies  H  and  L  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 

At  Fort  Benton,  Mont^  Company  A  of  the  Third  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Shaw,  Mont,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies  P 
and  G  of  the  Third  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Logan,  Jtfonf.,  Company  K  of  the  Third  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Flits,  Mont,  Companies  D  and  K  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  and 
Companies  C  and  E  of  the  Third  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Missoula,  Mont,  Companies  B,  D,  H,  and  I  of  the  Third 
Infantry. 

Forts  Keogh  and  Custer  constitute  the  District  of  the  Yellowstone, 
with  he&dquarters  at  Fort  Keogh. 

Fort«  Assinaboine,  Benton,  Shaw,  Logan,  Ellis,  and  Missoula  con- 
stitute the  District  of  Montana,  with  headquariers  at  Fort  Assinaboine. 

The  following  tables  show  the  strength  of  the  several  garrisons  at  the 
date  of  the  last  returns  received  at  these  headquarters : 


Foeto. 


DISTRICT  OF  THE  TBLLOWSTOinE. 

Fort  Keogh 

FortCuBter 

DISTBIGT  OF  MOHTANA. 

Fort  Assinaboine • 
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Posts. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 
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scouto. 

DTDEFRNDENT  FOS'l'B. 

Fort  SneUinflr 

85 

468 

154 

95 

92 

180 

185 

51 

83 

98 

215 

330 

445 

336 

96' 
178 

Recruits ... 

Fort  Sisat'ton 

6 

6 

11 

18 

2 

Fort  Pembina ....J 

Fort  Totten .' 

4 

Fort  Randall 

Recruits. 

Fort  Hale 

4 

7 

18 
23 
30 
23 
1 
7 
21 

FortSullv '. 

8 

Fort  Hnniiott 

10 

Fort  Yates 

10 

Fort  Mende - 

Fort  Abraham  Lincoln 

4 
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3 
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75 

87 
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77 
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Indeuendent  nosts............ 

42 
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Tlie  following  is  a  general  "  record  of  events^  during  the  year,  taken 
principally  from  the  post  returns: 

October  6, 1878,  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.^  sparks  from  a  prairie  fire,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  Stevenson,  were  driven  by  a  violent  wind  into  the 
corral,  totally  destroying  it  and  a  quantity  of  coal  and  wood  used  for 
fuel.  Only  by  the  most  strenuous  exertions  of  the  command  was  the 
post  saved  from  destruction. 

Telegraphic  information  having  been  received  at  these  headquarters 
from  the  division  commander  that  a  body  of  hostile  Cheyenne  Indians, 
numbering  about  60  men,  with  their  families,  were  endeavoring  to  reach, 
the  Old  Bed  Cloud  Agency,  and  were  being  pursued  by  troops  from  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  preparations  were  made  in  this  Department 
to  intercept  and  capture  them,  provided  they  should  escape  the  forces 
in  the  Department  of  the  Platte ;  and  orders  were  immediately  issued 
to  the  commanding  ofi&cers  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  Eed  Cloud,  Spotted 
Tail  and  Cheyenne  Agencies,  and  Fort  Eandall,  to  send  out  at  once 
sufiQcieiit  force  from  their  respective  commands  for  this  puri)08e.  In 
pursuance  of  these  orders,  on  the  6th  of  October,  Companies  C  and  L, 
Third  Cavalry  (2  officers  and  105  men),  under  command  of  Capt.  P.  D. 
Vroom,  Tliird  Cavalry,  left  Red  Cloud  Agency,  Dak.,  for  the  purpose  of 
intercepting  the  hostile  Indians. 

The  command  marched  southwest  to  the  South  Fork  of  White  Eiver, 
near  the  crossing  of  the  Randall  road,  thence  east  along  the  Randall 
road  to  the  second  crossing  of  the  South  Fork  of  White  River,  and  thence 
west  in  the  direction  of  Wounded  Knee  Creek.  It  returned  to  its  post 
October  21,  having  discovered  no  trails  nor  indications  of  hostile  Indi- 
ans.   The  distance  marched  was  370  miles. 

On  the  7th  of  October  Capt.  H.  W.  Wessells,  jr.,  with  Lieutenant 
Baxter,  Third  Cavalry,  22  men  of  Company  M,  Third  Cavalry,  and  14 
Indian  scouts,  left  Camp  Rains,  Dak.  (garrison  of  Spotted  Tail  Agency), 
to  operate  against  the  hostile  Indians.  He  marched  as  far  west  ag 
Flint  Butte,  75  miles  distant,  and  scouted  the  country  as  far  as  Wounded 
Knee  Creek,  but  neither  heard  nor  saw  anything  of  the  Cheyennes. 
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Captain  Wessells  returned  to  his  camp  October  15,  having  marched  148 
miles. 

Also,  on  the  7th  of  October,  Col.  W.  H.  Wood,  Eleventh  Infantry,  with 
Companies  A,  B,  and  K  of  that  regiment;  Company  D,  First  Infantry, 
from  Fort  Sully,  and  6  Indian  scouts,  left  Cheyenne  Agency  to  defend 
the  Cheyenne  River  line  against  the  hostile  Indians.  The  command 
returned  to  its  post  October  24,  having  discovered  no  signs  of  .Indians. 
Distance  marched,  154  miles. 

October  7,  Maj.  J.  G.  Tilford,  Seventh  Cavalry,  with  9  companies  of 
the  Seventh  Cavalry  from  Camp  J.  G.  Sturgis  and  Camp  Euhlen,  left 
the  former  post  to  intercept  the  hostile  Cheyennes.  The  command  fol- 
lowed the  Harney  trail  as  far  as  Wounded  Knee  Creek  and  scouted  to 
the  east  and  west  on  White  River,  but  discovered  no  signs  of  hostile 
Indians.  The  command  then  proceeded  to  Camp  Sheridan,  Nebr.,  and 
thoroughly  scouted  the  Sand  Hills  south  and  southeast  of  that  place. 

October  14,  Companies  A,  E,  and  I,  Second  Cavalry,  under  command 
of  Maj.  E.  M.  Baker,  Second  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Keogh  to  prevent  hostile 
Indians  from  crossing  the  Yellowstone  River. 

October  25,  Capt.  T.  J.  Gregg,  with  Lieutenant  Swigert  and  all  avail- 
able m,en  of  Companies  C,  D,  and  M,  Second  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Custer  en 
route  to  Rosebud  Creek  to  intercept  hostile  Indians. 

The  six  companies  above  mentioned  returned  under  command  of  Major 
Baker  to  their  respective  posts  November  14  and  15.   . 

October  24,  companies  C,  F,  and  I,  Sixth  Infantry,  under  command  of 
Capt.  J.  W.  Powell,  jr..  Sixth  Infantry,  left  Fort  Buford  by  the  steamer 
General  Sherman  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Wolf  Point  to  aid  in  intercept- 
ing the  hostile  Cheyennes.    The  command  returned  October  30. 

November  21,  Sergeant^helan,  Company  F,  Seventh  Infantry,  pro- 
ceeded from  Fort  Benton  tb  Sun  River,  Montana  Territory,  in  search  of 
public  animals  which  had  strayed  from  the  post,  and  returned  Novem- 
ber 23,  having  traveled  120  miles. 

,  The  abandonment  of  Fort  Rice  and  the  Spotted  Tail  Agency  on  the 
Missouri  River  was  effected,  the  latter  on  the  24th  and  the  former  on  the 
25th  of  November.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Rice,  Company  A,  Sixth  Infantry^ 
was  transferred  to  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  and  Companies  H  and  M,  Third 
Cavalry,  which  had  been  temi>orarily  stationed  at  the  agency,  marched 
for  their  resi>ective  posts  in  the  Department  of  the  Platte. 

In  December,  Red  Cloud  Agency  was  abandoned,  and  the  garrison, 
Companies  B  and  L,  Third  Cavalry,  marched  on  the  19th  for  their  posts 
in  the  Department  of  the  Platte. 

December  23,  Second  Lieut.  F.  Thies,  Third  Infantry,  with  a  detachment 
of  11  men  of  the  Third  and  Seventh  Infantry,  left  Fort  Shaw  for  the 
North  Fork  of  Sun  River  in  search  of  Indians  reported  to  be  roaming  in 
that  vicinity  without  authority. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Orders  No.  79,  of  1878, 
from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  names  of  certain  posts  in  this 
department  were  changed  on  the  30th  day  of  December,  1878,  and  were 
announced  in  General  Orders  No.  9,  of  that  year,  from  Headquarters 
Milita-ry  Division  of  the  Missouri,  as  follows: 

The  new  post  near  Bear  Butte,  Dak.,  to  be  hereafter  known  as  Fort 
Meade. 

The  post  at  Standing  Rock  Agency,  Dak.,  to  be  hereafter  known  a« 
Fort  Yates. 

The  post  at  Cheyenne  Agency,  Dak.,  to  be  hereafter  known  as  Fort 
Bennett. 
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The  post  at  Lower  Brul6  Agency,  Dak.,  to  be  hereafter  kuown  as  Fort 
Hale. 

Camp  Baker,  Mont.,  to  be  hereafter  known  as  Fort  Logan. 

Febniary  16,  1879,  Company  A,  Second  Cavaliy,  and  Company  F, 
Fifth  Jnfantry,  under  command  of  Capt.  S.  Snyder,  Fifth  Infantry,  left 
Fort  Keogh  for  Glendive,  Mont.,  there  to  watch  the  crossing  of  the  Yel- 
lowstone River,  and  intercept  or  capture  hostile  Indians  who  were  re- 
ported to  be  moving  in  that  direction. 

February  22,  First  Lieut.  William  Krause,  Third  Infantry,  with  6  en- 
listed men  (mounted),  left  Fort  Benton  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Claggett., 
Mont.,  and  to  the  Crow  Indian  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Armell's  Creek, 
Montana  Territory,  to  recover  certain  horses  stolen  from  British  half- 
breeds  by  Crow  Indians,  and  to  investigate  an  alleged  complaint  made 
by  one  Henry  P.  Brooke  against  certain  River  Crows  of  the  Belknap 
Agency,  for  killing  and  mutilating  his  cattle.  The  detachment  returned 
to  its  post  April  1,  having  traveled  about  300  miles. 

February  23  a  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  under  command  of 
First  Lieut.  A.  H.  Nave,  Seventh  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Meade  for  Rapid 
City,  Dak.,  in  pursuit  of  a  band  of  hostile  Indians,  who  were  reported 
to  have  attacked  wagon-trains  and  to  have  committed  other  depreda- 
tions in  that  vicinity.  The  command  discovered  no  signs  of  Indians,  ex- 
cept a  few  pony  tracks^  and  returned  to  its  post  February  28,  having 
made  a  thorough  scout  in  that  vicinity.  Distance  marched  by  Company 
E,  ^6  miles;  by  Company  M,  190  miles. 

During  the  month  several  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  from  Forts 
Custer  and  Keogh  to  intercept  hostile  Cheyenne  Indians  (supposed  to 
be  Little  Wolf's  band)  who  were  committing  murders  and  depredations, 
and  to  prevent  them  from  passing  the  Yellpwstone.  An  expedition 
under  command  of  First  Lieut.  W.  P.  Clark,  Second  Cavalry,  left  Fort 
Keogh,  on  February  22, 1879,  to  intercept  hostile  Cheyenne  Indians  who 
were  moving  north  after  having  committed  murders  and  depredations 
along  their  route. 

February  27,  Company  F,  Sixth  Infantry,  at  the  request  of  Colonel 
Miles,  Fifth  Infantry,  left  Fort  Buford  and  proceeded  up  the  Yellow- 
stone River  as  far  as  Gorham's  ranch,  there  to  watch  the  river  with  a 
view  to  intercept  hostile  Cheyenne  Indians  endeavoring  to  e8cax>e  north- 
ward.   The  company  returned  to  its  station  March  12. 

March  3,  Lieut.  S.  H.  Loder,  Seventh  Infantry,  with  14  enlisted  men 
of  Companies  K,  Third  Infantry,  and  D,  Seventh  Infantry,  left  Fort 
Logan  in  quest  of  Ten  Doy's  band  of  Bannock  Indians,  to  communicate 
to  him  and  his  band  the  order  of  the  Interior  Department  for  their  re- 
moval to  Fort  Hall.  Having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  movement. 
Lieutenant  Loder  returned  to  Fort  Logan  on  the  20th  of  March,  having 
marclied  303  miles. 

Captains  Mix  and  Gregg,  with  Lieutenants  Hnntington  and  La  Point, 
Second  Cavalry,  and  Companies  D  and  M  of  that  regiment,  marched 
from  Fort  Custer  March  29  in  pursuit  of  hostile  Indians,  supjwscd  to 
be  Sioux  and  other  northern  Indians,  who  were  raiding  in  the  valley  of 
the  Yellowstone.  The  command  returned  to  Fort  Custer  on  the  9th  of 
April,  having  followed  the  trail  of  the  hostiles  to  the  Musselshell,  where 
it  became  oblitered.  The  troops  were  then  obliged  to  return  to  their 
post  for  want  of  supplies.    Distance  marched,  125  miles. 

April  4,  Companies  H  and  L,  Second  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Ellis  to  scout 
the  Yellowstone  Valley  to  Young's  Point,  Mont.  Acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon R.  M.  Whiteford,  U.  S.  A.,  accompanied  the  command. 

April  5,  Sergeant  Kennedy,  Signal  Service,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Private 
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Baader,  Company  E,  Second  Cavalry,  acting  as  guide,  while  on  their 
way  from  Powder  River  telegraph  station  toFort  Keogh,  were  suddenly 
fired  upon  at  Mizpah  Creek,  where  they  had  stopp^  at  noon,  by  six 
ambushed  Indians.  Private  Baader  was  killed  at  the  first  fire.  Ser- 
geant Kennedy,  in  endeavoring  to  reach  his  horse,  was  wounded,  but 
hid  himself  in  the  brush.  The  Indians  disappeared  and  returned  at 
night  without  finding  him.  They  secured  the  scalp  of  Private  Baader, 
the  two  horses  of  the  party,  and  one  revolver.  A  party  from  Dead  wood. 
en  route  to  Fort  Keogh,  the  next  day  found  and  brought  the  wounded 
sergeant  into  that  post. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  this  party  at  Keogh.  Sergt.  Thomas  B. 
Glover,  Company  B,  Second  Cavalry,  with  a  det-acnment  of  10  men, 
Company  B,  Second  Cavalry,  2  Sioux  and  1  half-breed  scout,  left  Fort 
Keogh  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians  who  had  killed  Private  Baader  and 
wounded  Sergeant  Kennedy.  He  was  joined  on  Mizpah  Creek  by  Cor- 
poral Richy,  Company  I,  Second  Cavalry,  5  enlisted  men,  and  2  Chey- 
enne scouts,  also  sent  out  from  Fort  Keogh.  The  detachments  followed 
the  trail,  which  led  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  and,  on  the  9th,  passed 
through  three  of  the  abandoned  camps  of  the  Indians,  which  contained 
portions  of  soldiers'  clothing  and  horse  equipments.  On  the  10th,  after 
following  an  almost  obliterated  trail,  the  Indians  were  overtaken  and 
compelled  to  surrender,  delivering  up  their  arms,  ammunition,  and 
ponies.  The  party  consisted  of  8  persons — 3  men,  4  squaws,  and  1  child. 
The  detachment  returned  to  Fort  Keogh  April  12,  having  marched  about 
160  miles. 

April  6,  First  Lieut.  F.  U.  Robinson,  Second  Cavalry,  with  20  enlisted 
men  from  Company  K,  Second  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Ellis  to  scout  the 
country  between  the  Gallatin  and  Musselshell  Rivers  in  pursuit  of  hos- 
tile Indians  and  so-called  ^^  road  agents,"  rei>orted  to  have  stolen  stock 
in  that  vicinity. 

April  10,  Lieut.  S.  H.  Loder,  Seventh  Infantry,  with  18  men  of  Com- 
pany K,  Third  Infantry,  and  Company  D,  Seventh  Infantry,  assisted  by 
some  Gros  Ventre  Indians,  left  Fort  Logan  in  pursuit  of  hostile  Indians 
roaming  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Musselshell.  On  Careless  Creek  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  8  Sioux  warriors,  supposed  to  belong  to  Sitting  Bull's 
camp,  was  overtaken,  and,  after  a  sharp  fight,  which  lasted  about  an 
hour  and  a  half,  all  the  Indians  were  killed.  The  troops  sustained  no 
loss.  One  Gros  Ventre  Indian  was  killed  and  one  Gros  Ventre  chief 
was  wounded.  The  command  returned  to  Fort  Logan  April  21,  having 
marched  225  miles. 

April  10,  First  Lieut.  William  Krause,  Third  Infantry,  with  19  enlisted 
men  and  2  citizen  scouts,  left  Fort  Benton  to  patrol  the  Missouri  River  from 
that  point  to  the  mouth  of  the  Musselshell  River.  The  detachment  re- 
turned to  its  post  May  7,  having  traveled  about  280  miles. 

April  12,  First  Lieut  George  H.  Wright,  Seventh  Infantry,  with  3  en- 
listed men,  Second  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Ellis  as  escort  to  Ten  Doys'  band 
of  Bannock  Indians  through  the  settlements  to  their  reservation  and 
agency  at  Lemhi,  Idaho. 

April  15,  between  7  and  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  ar- 
rived in  Saint  Paul  en  route  to  the  new  post  (Fort  Assinaboine)  to  be 
established  on  Beaver  Creek,  Montana.  The  regiment  left  Saint  Paul 
about  midnight  and  arrived  in  Bismarck  on  the  17th,  where  it  embarked 
the  same  day  on  the  steamers  General  Sherman,  Key  West,  and 
Josephine.  Two  companies  were  left  at  the  Coal  Banks  to  protect  stores 
and  the  remaining  eight  companies  arrived  at  the  site  of  the  new  post 
May  9. 
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April  23,  Capt.  George  L.  Tyler,  Second  Cavalry,  with  Company  P,  Sec- 
ond Cavalry,  left  Fort  Ellis  to  scout  the  Yellowstone  Eiver  in  the  vicinity 
of  Stillwater  and  establish  a  temporary  camp  there,  to  protect  the  citi- 
zens of  that  region  from  hostile  Indians  and  so-called  "  road  agents." 

During  the  month  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  from  Ports  Missoula, 
Shaw,  and  Ellis  to  scout  along  the  Missoula  and  Yellowstone.  Valleys 
and  the  country  between  the  Gallatin  and  Musselshell  Bivers  and 
Judith  Basin. 

May  28,  upon  the  request  of  the  United  States  Indian  agent  at  the 
Port  Peck  Agency,  Poplar  River,  Montana,  Company  B,  Sixth  Infantry, 
under  command  of  Capt.  Thomas  Britton,  Sixth  Infantry,  left  Port 
Buford  for  that  point  to  prevent  a  threatened  outbreak  among  the  In- 
dians of  the  agency.  Hunger  appeared  to  have  been  the  chief  cause  of 
discontent.    The  company  returned  to  its  post  July  9. 

May  30,  Company  A,  Pirst  Infantry,  left  Port  Randall  to  escort  a  party 
sent  out  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Rosebud  and  Pine  Ridge  Agencies. 
The  company  marched  on  this  duty  130  miles. 

June  2,  Pirst  Lieut.  J.  M.  Bums,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  14  enlisted  men  of  that  regiment  and  one  Indian  scout,  left  Port 
Sisseton  for  the  James  River  Valley,  to  prevent  a  collision  between  white 
settlers  and  Drifting  Goose's  band  of  Sioux  Indians.  The  presence  of 
the  troops  had  the  desired  effect.  The  command  returned  to  Port  Sisse- 
ton on  June  12,  having  marched  about  180  miles. 

J^ne  20,  Companies  A  and  I,  Seventh  Infantry,  left  Port  Shaw  under 
command  of  Maj.  Guide  Ilges,  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Benton,  where  they 
were  joined  by  Company  D,  from  Port  Logan,  and  Company  G,  from 
Port  Ellis.  The  four  companies,  under  the  command  of  Major  Ilges, 
embarked  June  30  on  board  the  steamer  Benton  and  proceeded  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Musselshell  River,  where  they  established  a  summer  camp. 

In  March  last  a  petition  was  forwarded  by  settlers  in  Southern  Mon- 
tana asking  that  a  summer  camp  be  established  at  Henry's  Lake  for 
their  protection  against  raiding  Indians.  Tlie  locality  referred  to  is  in 
the  Department  of  the  Platte;  but  as  it  is  more  easily  accessible  from 
Port  Ellis  than  from  any  post  in  that  department,  I,  with  the  assent  of 
the  Lieutenant-General  and  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the 
Platte,  caused  Company  E  of  the  Third  Infantry  to  proceed  to  the  point 
from  Port  Ellis,  June  23,  and  establish  the  camp  as  desired. 

June  25,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  Headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri,  Company  I,  Pirst  Infantry,  left  Port  Randall 
to  establish  a  summer  camp  on  the  Keya-Paha  River  for  the  protection 
of  settlers  in  Holt  County,  Nebraska. 

Between  the  1st  and  5th  of  July  a  column,  under  command  of  Col.  N. 
A.  Miles,  Pifth  Infantry,  marched  from  Port  Keogh  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  against  hostile  Indians  in  the  country  north  of  the  Missouri 
River. 

July  6,  Company  C,  Sixth  Infantry,  left  Port  Buford  to  take  post  at 
Bupply-camp,  Port  Peck,  Mont. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  Lieut.  John  T,  Van  Orsdale,  Seventh  Infantry, 
with  a  detachment  of  3  men,  was  sent  from  the  camp  on  the  Musselshell, 
overtook  and  engaged  a  party  of  hostile  Indians  who  had  been  raiding 
in  that  vicinity,  killing  one  and  driving  the  remainder  of  the  party  into 
the  Bad  Lands. 

Scouting  i^arties  were  sent  out  during  the  month  from  Ports  Shaw, 
Ellis,  Logan,  and  Sully,  and  were  engaged  in  patrolling  Sun  River,  the 
south  fork  of  Smitb  River  in  Montana,  and  the  Keya-Paha  River  in 
Dakota.    No  hostile  Indians  were  encountered. 
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Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  General  of  the  Army,  on  the  1st  of 
August  a  party,  consisting  of  2  oflBcers  ahd  50  men  of  the  Third  Infan- 
try, under  command  of  Capt.  W,  H.  Penrose,  Third  Infantry,  left  Fort 
Missoula  for  the  purpose  of  reopening  the  Mullan  wagon-road  between 
Fort  Missoula  and  the  post  of  Ooeur  d'Alene. 

August  28,  a  tornado  passed  over  Fort  Keogh  at  4  p.  m.,  blowing 
down  a  set  of  company  barracks  and  damaging  many  more  buildings. 

September  3,  Company  D,  Sixth  Infantry,  under  command  of  Second 
Lieut.  George  B.  Walker,  Sixth  Infantry,  left  Fort  Buford  as  escort  to 
a  party  of  half-breed  prisoners,  captured  by  Colonel  Miles,  and  ordered 
to  be  sent  across  the  line  and  set  at  liberty.  The  comi)any  returned  to 
its  station  September  14. 

September  7,  a  company  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  left  the  Coal 
Banks  for  Cow  Island,  wbere  it  arrived  on  the  12th,  and  established  a 
temporary  camp  for  the  protection  of  public  property  landed  at  that 
point. 

The  movements  of  the  force  under  Lieut.  W.  P.  Clark,  Second  Cavalry, 
which  left  Fort  Keogh  on  the  22d  of  February,  for  the  purpose  of  captur- 
ing Little  Wolf's  band  of  hostile  Cheyennes,  then  moving  north  toward 
the  Yellowstone  River  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  join  Sitting 
Bull,  deserves  much  more  than  the  passing  notice  which  it  has  received 
in  the  foregoing  narrative  of  events.  The  results  obtained  were  so  im- 
portant, and  Lieutenant  Clark  displayed  so  much  energy  and  zeal,  and 
such  admirable  judgment  in  the  conduct  of  the  whole  affair,  that  I 
should  do  him  injustice  were  I  not  to  set  forth  jiarticularly  all  the  details 
of  his  operations.  This  can  best  be  done  in  his  own  words,  and  I  there- 
fore embody  his  report  in  mine.    It  is  as  follows : 

In  Camp,  Foifr  Keogh,  Mont., 

ApHl  2, 1879. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  operations  of 
my  command,  which  secured  the  capture  of  Little  Wolf's  baud  of  Cheyennes,  throu<;h 
their  surrender  on  March  25,  1W9.  On  February  22  I  was  ordered  with  Companies 
E  and  I,  Second  Cavalry,  a  detachment  of  one  officer  and  |20  men  and  an  Artillery 
squad  of  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  two  men,  manuiug  a  Hotchkiss  gun,  and 
four  Sioux  scouts,  to  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  O'Fallon's  Creek,  there  to  establish 
camp  and  intercept  the  hostile  Cheyennes.  I  had  for  transportation  10  wagons  and 
40  pack-mules ;  Sibley  tents  for  the  men  when  with  the  wagons,  shelter^tents  when  I 
left  them. 

The  inclosed  map  exhibits  pretty  accurately  the  marches,  camps,  and  scouts  made. 

On  my  way  down  I  established  a  nicket  of  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  three 
men  on  Sheridan  Buttes  near  mouth  of  Powder  River,  and  after  going  into  camp  on 
Yellowstone  near  mouth  of  0'Fallon*s  Creek,  I  kept  the  country  actively  scouted 
near  head  of  this  creek  and  also  over  towards  Cabin  Creek.  I  arranged  with  ranchers 
and  drivers  on  line  of  Bismarck  and  Keogh  mail-route  to  give  me  promptly  any  infor- 
mation they  mi«^ht  learn. 

On  February  27,  the  Yellowstone  River  suddenly  rose  some  six  feet  and  carried  out 
the  ice,  though  the  thermometer  had  for  a  day  or  two  previous  indicated  33°  below 
zero.  This  sudden  flood  compelled  me  to  move  to  high  ground  on  banks  of  OTallon's 
Creek. 

On  March  4,  moved  back  to  Powder  River  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  rations  and 
forage,  the  ice  having  broken  in  this  stream  on  March  3d,  leaving,  however,  a  wide 
gorge  of  ice  on  the  banks. 

On  March  7,  two  Sioux  scouts^  with  Intepreter  Fleury,  who  had  been  sent  out  on 
Bismarck  maii-line  from  Fort  Keogh,  reported  at  my  camp,  and  I  detained  them  with 
me. 

On  March  8,  I  sent  two  Sioux  scouts  out  to  make  an  extended  scout  up  Powder 
River  to  crossing  of  Black  Hills  and  Keogh  road,  thence  over  to  the  Little  Missouri 
on  this  road,  then  to  go  down  this  stream,  and,  if  not  finding  trail  before,  to  scout 
well  towards  Slim  Buttes.  On  the  11th  they  returned  to  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  and  reported 
as  having  seen  some  Indians  hunting  on  foot  about  50  miles  up  Powder  River.  I  at 
once  started  out  three  scouts,  including  one  of  these  who  had  brought  in  the  report, 
to  go  and  locate  the  village  and  indicate  a  point  at  about  where  I  would  meet  tiiem. 
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Leaving  tents  standing  with  a  small  guard.,  taking  ten  days'  rations  on  packs,  and  as 
much  forage  as  possible.  I  left  cafiip  at  12  m.,  and  marched  out  ou  Bismarck  stage- 
lino  some  22  miles,  which  point  I  reached  just  at  dark ;  from  here  I  struck  off  for  tie 
pine  bluffs  and  ridges  near  Powder  River,  thus  crossing  a  high  plateau  of  rolling 
prairie  where  my  command  could  have  been  seen  at  a  long  distance  if  I  had  not 
crossed  at  night,  and  weut  into  camp  in  a  well-concealed  x>osition  at  11  p.  m.  The 
night  was  intensely  dark,  and  for  a  time  rained  heavily,  making  our  progress  slow 
and  extremely  difficult,  and  hut  for  the  Indian  scouts  we  certainly  could  nave  done 
nothing. 

The  next  day  we  advanced  cautiously,  keeping  concealed  well  by  winding  amongst 
the  bluffs,  following  ravines,  &c.,  and  at  4  p.  m.  met  scouts  I  had  sent  out  to  locate 
the  village,  and  they  reported  no  signs,  and  I  went  into  camp.  During  the  night  it 
turned  suddenly  quite  cold  and  snowed  some  four  inches. 

Believing  no  large  body  of  Indians  could  have  escaped  observation  from  the  second 
scouting  party,  and  that  some  mistake  had  been  made  by  the  first,  the  next  morning 
I  ordered  the  command. to  move  slowly  back  on  our  trail.  I  took  six  of  the  scouts, 
giving  three  of  them  an  extra  animal  and  rations,  and  thoroughly  scoured  the  coun- 
try adjacent  to  the  point  where  the  hostiles  had  been  reported  as  having  been  seen; 
finding  nothing  which  justified  any  further  retention  or  the  command  I  sent  Inter- 
preter Fleury  and  two  Indians  "  I  ha<l  prepared  for  the  trip"  forward  to  complete  the 
scout  first  ordered  to  the  Little  Missouri,  &c.,  and  rejoined  my  command  and  reached 
my  tents  at  Powder  River  on  March  14.  During  the  trip  some  of  the  men  were 
slightly  frosted,  but  none  seriously  injured. 

On  tiie  17th,  I  asked  for  some  Cheyenne  scouts,  and  six  were  sent  me,  reaching  my 
camp  on  the  19th.  No  suitable  interpreter  was  sent  with  them.  I  asked  to  have  one 
sent-  but  was  informed,  for  misconduct  "  Seminole,"  the  only  one  at  Keogh,  had  been 
discnarged,  and  would  not  be  re-employed.  I  sent  for  him  to  join  me  at  my  personal 
expense,  as  I  deemed  it  very  important  and  necessary  that  a  perfect  understanding 
8h<mld  be  had  with  these  Cheyenne  scouts.  I  told  them  of  my  orders ;  that  I  must 
capture  or  kill  these  hostiles;  that  possibly,  by  going  with  me,  they  could  save  their 
kinsfolk ;  that  if  I  could  surprise  them  and  capture  their  stock,  it  mi^ht  open  their 
ears  and  they  would  surrender  without  fighting  ;  if  I  could  not  surprise  them,  then, 
when  I  got  very  close,  they  could  go  into  the  camp,  represent  the  danger  of  an  engage- 
ment, the  number  of  troops  out  after  them,  the  extreme  difficulty  of  crossing  the 
streams  to  the  north,  and  the  indifterent  welcome  which  they  would  probably  receive 
from  the  Sioux ;  that  tb^  hostiles  had  left  their  agency  in  the  south  for  reasons  which 
I  did  not  fully  understand  and  could  not  explain  to  them  ;  that  it  was  claimed  they 
had  committed  atrocities  along  the  line  of  their  march,  and  I  knew  some  whites  had 
been  killed  by  them ;  that  Little  Wolf  had  been  an  enlisted  scout  under  my  command, 
and  I  thought  would  have  confidence  in  any  message  he  might  get  from  me.  I  also 
said  I  had  recommend(?d  that  these  hostiles  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Arapahoe  Agency, 
hut  I  could  make  no  promises  in  regard  to  it.  I  could  only  say,  give  up  ponies  ana 
guns,  and  I  would  not  fight  them.  That,  if  aft'Cr  this  understanding,  they  (the  Chey- 
enne scouts)  did  not  feel  they  could  act  earnestly  in  the  matter  with  me,  they  could  go 
back  to  the  post. 

One  of  the  head-men  replied  that  to  shoot  at  those  people  (the  hostiles)  would  be 
like  going  back  and  firing  at  the  children  in  his  own  lodge ;  the  other,  Brave  Wolf, 
said  that  he  was  a  soldier^  and  though  he  had  kin  in  the  hostile  village,  he  would  do 
as  he  wiis  ordered.  I  desired  a  i>erfcct  understanding  with  these  scouts,  as  I  felt  they 
would  be  the  means  through  which  I  must,  in  any  event,  at  first  communicate  with  the 
hostiles  to  secure  a  surrender  either  before  or  after  a  fight,  and  I  hoped  tos(?cure  a  vic- 
toiy  without  loss  of  life,  keenly  appreciating  the  fact,  however,  that  a  victory  gained 
at  the  expense  of  deception  would  indeed  he  dearly  bought.  I  had  just  concluded 
this  talk,  or  council,  when  (me  of  the  Sioux  scouts,  who  had  been  sent  over  to  the  Lit- 
tle MiHsouri,  came  into  ramp.  He  told  me  the  hostiles  had  captured  his  party  on 
March  *20,  near  mouth  of  Box  Elder  Creek ;  that  they  had  built  a  little  fire  to  cook 
<!otf(^o,  when  the  grass  caught  and  l)etrayed  them  to  one  of  the  hostiles  who  was  in  the 
irumediate  vicinity,  and  soon  they  were  surrounded  and  taken  into  the  hostile  camp. 
They  lied  brilliantly  and  succt^sslully,  and  made  the  hostiles  believe  tliey  were  on  their 
way  to  Sitting  Bull's  camp ;  that  they  ha<l  stolen  the  government  stock,  and  that  they 
would  lead  them  t*o  a  good  ford  across  the  Y«?llowstone,  and  tell  them  where  they  could 
cross  the  Missouri,  and  would  make  their  reception  all  right  with  Sitting  Bull.  The 
next  morning  be  got  one  of  the  hostiles  to  go  out  hunting  with  him,  and,  at  about 
noon,  got  away  from  him,  and  had  ri<lden  fast  and  hard  to  bring  me  the  news.  He 
had  ri«lden,  in  fact,  125  miles  in  twenty-four  hours. 

I  broke  camp  at  4  p.  m.,  taking  wagons  and  packs,  and  marched  22  miles  on  Bis- 
marck stage-nmd  and  went  into  camp  at  11  p.  m.,  and  soon  after  Fleury  and  the  other 
Sioux  scout  who  had  been  captured  came  into  cam]),  having  escaped  that  morning. 
Fear  had  also  given  them  good  spurs,  and  they  had  ridden  90  miles  that  day. 

Believing  that  the  hostiles  would  at  once  feel  convinced  that  they  had  been  deceived 
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and  would  tnm  back  or  press  hurriedly  forward  and  try  and  cross  the  Yellowstone 
ftefure  I  could  reach  them,  I  left  the  wagons  at  this  point,  and  taking  eight  days'  ra- 
tions and  as  much  forage  as  possible,  on  packs,  marched  45  miles.  The  next  day  I  sent 
three  Cheyenne  scouts  and  two  Sioux  on  to  learn  what  they  could  about  the  trail  and 
location  of  the  village. 

On  March  24,  after  I  had  made  some  '^5  miles,  I  met  the  two  Sioux  scouts  returning. 
They  reported  the  trail  as  turning  back  and  recrossing  "  Hole  in  the  Rock  Creek," 
and  that  the  three  Cheyenne  scouts  had  continued  on  the  trail.  I  went  forward  about 
10  miles  and  camped  on  this  creek.  My  scouts  told  me  that  the  hoartiles  had  undoubt- 
edly become  convinced  soon  after  the  escape  of  the  prisoners  that  troops  were  in  the 
country  after  them,  and  were  making  for  a  particularly  strong  place  well  known  to 
both  the  Cheyenne  and  Sioux  Indians.  This  place  may  possibly  be  identical  with 
what  is  put  do^sTi  on  the  map  as  "Hole  in  the  Rock,"  but  it  appears  nearer  the  mouth 
of  Box  Elder  Creek. 

The  next  morning  I  struck  an  old  camp  of  the  hostiles,  two  days  old,  aft«r  I  had 
marched  some  three  miles,  and  about  two  miles  further  two  of  my  Cheyenne  scouts 
met  me,  bringing  three  of  the  hostiles  with  them ;  said  they  went  into  the  camp  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  had  delivered  my  terms,  which  the  hostiles  said  they  would  accept. 
The  three  Cheyenues  brought  to  me  corroborated  this  statement  but  desired  me  to  go 
into  camp  where  I  was,  and  their  village  would  move  over  and  join  me ;  that  if  I 
marched  up  to  their  camp  the  women  and  children  might  get  frightened,  and  there 
might  be  some  trouble.  I  declined,  of  course,  to  do  anything  of  this  sort,  but  selected 
the  two  head-men  Brave  Wolf  and  Two  Moon,  of  my  Cheyenne  scouts,  to  ride  on  ahead 
and  renew  briefly,  kindly,  and  firmly  my  terms,  and  bring^Liitle  Wolf  out  to  meet  me 
as  I  approached  the  village  with  my  command. 

This  the  scouts  did,  and  Brave  Wolf  added  to  the  message  in  delivering  it,  "I  love 
the  soldiers  at  Keogh ;  I  go  with  them  to  fight  all  their  enemies,  and  if  you  will  not 
listen  you  will  force  me  to  fight  my  own  people,  for  you  are  my  kinsfolk." 

Little  Wolf  met  me  about  half  a  mile  from  his  camp,  and  said  he  would  accept  the 
terras  oftered  by  my  scouts,  and  that  he  was  glad  to  meet  me  again.  I  marched 
my  command  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  village,  which  was  in  a  natural  for- 
tress, and  they  had  strengthened  it  by  breastworks  of  stone  and  dirt,  and  put  my 
forces  in  the  next  best  and  strongest  position  about  there,  both  for  their  protection 
and  to  attack  in  case  there  should  be  any  necessity  for  such  a  measure.  AJfter  about 
an  hour,  to  allow  the  excitement  to  wear  away  and  give  my  Cheyenne  scouts  time  to 
talk  the  matter  over  with  them,  I  went  over  to  the  camp,  taking  oif  my  arms,  to  show 
them  that  I  had  confidence  in  them,  and  briefly  told  them  in  council  what  they  must 
do,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned.  That  I  had  told  my  scouts  to  give  them  no  lies,  and  I 
hoped  they  had  done  so,  as  I  told  them ;  that  the  ^uns  and  ponies  must  be  given  up. 
This  was  the  price  of  i)eace,  and  they  must  pay  it.  I  wanted  the  guns  then,  and 
would  take  the  ponies  when  we  reached  Keogh  ;  that  I  was  truly  and  heartily  glad 
we  had  arranged  this  matter  without  loss  of  life  on  either  side ;  they  had  ears  and 
sense;  they  must  listen  and  use  their  reason;  there  were  many  troops  and  Lidian 
Bcout«  in  the  country,  and  I  thought  they  were  wise  to  surrender. 

Little  Wolf  said,  in  reply,  "Since  I  left  you  at  Red  Cloud  we  have  been  south,  and 
have  suflered  a  great  deal  down  there.  Many  have  died  of  diseases  which  we  have  no 
name  for.  Our  hearts  looked  and  longed  for  this  country  where  we  were  bom.  There 
are  only  a  few  of  us  left,  and  we  only  wanted  a  littl6  ground,  where  we  could  live.  We 
left  our  lodges  standing,  and  ran  away  in  the  night.  The  troops  followed  us.  I  rode 
out  and  told  the  troops  we  did  not  want  to  fight;  we  only  wanted  to  go  north,  and  if 
they  would  let  us  alone  we  would  kill  no  one.  The  only  reply  we  got  was  a  volley. 
Aft«jr  that  we  had  to  fight  our  way,  but  we  killed  none  who  did  not  fire  at  us  first.  My 
brother,  Dull  Knife,  took  one-half  of  the  band  and  surrendered  near  Camp  Robinson. 
He  thought  you  were  still  there  and  would  look  out  for  him.  They  gave  up  their  guns, 
and  then  the  whites  killed  them  all.  I  am  out  in  the  prairie,  ana  need  my  guns  here. 
When  I  get  to  Keogh  I  will  give  you  the  guns  and  ponies,  but  I  cannot  give  up  the 
guns  now.  You  are  the  only  one  who  has  offered  to  talk  before  fighting,  and  it  looks 
as  though  the  wind,  which  has  made  our  hearts  flutter  for  so  long,  would  now  go 
down.  I  am  very  glad  we  did  not  fi^ht,  and  that  none  of  my  people  or  yours  are 
killed.  My  young  men  are  brave,  ana  would  be  glad  to  go  with  you  to  fight  the 
Sioux." 

One  or  two  others  followed  with  similar  remarks.  They  were  suspicions,  and  the 
idea  of  giving  up  guns  at  once  startled  them,  and  in  the  fear  of  this  to  them  immediate 
danger,  forgot  the  future,  and  failed  to  ask  me  any  questions  about  staying  in  the 
northern  country.  I  therefore  held  them  to  the  terms  as  long  as  I  deemed  judicious, 
anfl  then  eompromised  on  my  wagons  as  the  place  of  giving  up  guns,  to  whic^  they 
agreed.  I  felt  that  from  this  time  out  they  could  camp  where  I  told  them,  and  I  could 
reverse  our  present  position ;  and  though  I  had  no  fear  whatever  of  any  trouble,  I 
deemed  it  best  to  secure  this  advantage  at  once.    I  therefore  told  them  to  pack  up 
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and  we  could  move  out  a  short  distance  this  afternoon.  We  moved  about  six  miles 
and  camped.  I  issued  them  some  rations,  and  Dr.  Sabin  kindly  looked  after  their 
sick  and  cared  for  their  wounded ;  and  by  the  time  we  reached  our  wagons,  a  great 
deal  of  conti<lence  had  been  restored  and  good  feeling  nearly  established. 

At  this  point  they  surrendered  the  following  arms:  4  Springfield  carbines,  caliber 
45 ;  3  Sprinjjfield  rifles,  caliber  50;  4  Sharp^s  carbines,  caliber  50 ;  1  Sharp's  ride,  caliber 
50;  4  Sharp's  rifles,  caliber  45;  1  muzzle-loading  rifle;  3  Winchester-Henry  repeating 
carbines,  caliber  45;  3  Colt's  revolvers,  caliber  45;  2  Smith  &  Wesson  revolvers,  cali- 
ber 45;  5  Colt's  revolvers,  caliber  44  and  31 ;  and  1  Remington  revolver. 

They  had  exi)ended  a  good  deal  of  ammunition  since  they  surrendered,  as  I  had 
allowed  them  to  hunt  each  day,  I  permitted  the  matter  to  rest  as  though  I  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  and  convinced  that  all  arms  had  been  given  up.  I  however  told  somie 
of  my  scouts  to  examine  privately  after  arms,  and  secured  the  services  of  Brave  Wolf's 
brother,  a  young  man  in  Little  Wolf's  band,  to  ascertain  if  any  arms  had  been  with- 
held ;  none  could  be  found  in  this  way. 

On  the  morning  of  April  1,  about  six  miles  from  post  I  halted  the  command.  I  had 
ordered  Lieutenant  Tillson  with  his  detachment  to  remain  in  rear  of  the  Indians : 
ordered  Lieutenant  Kingsbury  with  his  company  pretty  well  out  to  the  right,  and 
company  E,  Second  Cavalry,  to  the  left,  thus  quietly  forming  a  sort  of  hollow  square, 
with  enlisted  scouts  in  front,  and  apparently  as  the  accidental  result  of  a  halt  for  the 
Indians  to  close  up.  I  then  called  Little  Wolf  and  all  his  men  to  me,  and  they  formed, 
as  usual,  in  a  circle  around  me,  seated  on  the  ground.  I  told  them  that  the  orders 
were  positive  and  imperative  in  regjird  to  arms;  I  had  no  option  in  the  matter;  that 
I  must  not  only  satisfy  myself,  but  I  must  take  such  measures  as  would  satisfy  those 
who  issued  the  orders  in  regard  to  the  terms  through  which  they  secured  peace. 
Enumerating  the  arms  surrendered  when  I  reached  the  wagons,  and  that  it  was  only 
natural  to  suppose  that  33  men  would  have  more  than  30  stand  of  arms ;  that  at  that 
time  some  of  them  were  troubled  with  suspicions  and  distrust,  and  it  was  perfectly 
natural  they  should  try  and  retain  some  of  their  arms  to  protect  themselves  from  the 
imaginary  dangers,  and  those  who  had  so  retained  arms  must  now  give  them  up.  Thev 
said  they  had  given  up  all  they  had.  I  asked  them  if  they  could  all  arise,  throw  back 
their  blankets,  and  show  me  that  none  of  them  had  arms  on  their  persons ;  they  said 
they  could,  and  did.  I  then  had  my  scouts  examine  every  pack  and  bundle,  and  they 
could  find  no  arms.  I  had  concluded  that  if  they  had  any  pistols  they  would  naturally 
wear  them  on  the  day  of  reaching  the  post,  as,  of  course,  there  would  be  more  or  lees 
uucertainty  in  their  minds  as  to  what  disposition  would  be  made  of  them,  and  that 
this  measure  would  effect  as  complete  a  disarmament  as  could  be  secured. 

I  reached  the  post  at  11  a.  m,,  and  camped  the  two  companies  with  the  Indians, 
awaiting  further  instructions. 

While  the  command  was  out  the  thermometer  indicated  33°  below  zero;  it  has 
snowed  and  rained,  and  the  ice  has  gone  out  of  the  streams,  leaving  them  swollen, 
difticnlt  and  dangerous  to  fonl. 

No  men  were  lost,  and  but  two  condemned  quartermaster's  horses  abandoned;  and 
the  stock  generally  is  in  better  condition  to-day  for  a  long  trip  than  when  I  left  the 
post. 

I  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  expre^  my  sincere  thanks  to  Lieutenant  Kingsbury,  com- 
manding Company  I,  Second  Cavalry,  Lieutenant  Tillson,  commanding  the  detach- 
ment of  '20  men  and  artillery  Rqua<l,  and  Acting  Assistant-Surgeon  Sabin  for  the  prompt, 
hearty,  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  all  my  orders,  performed  all 
duties  while  on  the  campaign,  the  cheerful  and  uncomplaining  way  they  have  endured 
all  its  hardships. 

I  cannot  speak  too  strongly  in  praise  of  the  prompt  and  willing  way  in  which  the 
men  of  the  command  have  performed  every  duty,  and  the  earnest,  sincere,  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  the  Indian  scouts  and  inter]n'eters,  both  Sioux  and  Cheyennes,  have 
aid<»d  and  assisted  the  campaign  to  a  successful  termination,  for  without  their  aid  and 
hearty  co-operation,  as  I  have  before  reported,  I  could  have  don  )  nothing. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CLARK, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Cavalry, 

Post  Adjutant, 

Fort  Keoghy  Mont. 


Headquarters  Fort  Keogh,  Mont., 

Jpril  6,  1879. 

Sir:  In  transmitting  the  report  of  Lieut.  W.  P.  Clark,  Second  Cavalry,  to  de- 
partment headquarters,  I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  admirable  and  successful 
manner  in  which  the  scout  was  prosecuted  by  him.  It  is  particularly  gratifying  at 
this  time,  in  view  of  the  difficulty  which  has  attended  in  some  cases  the  manage- 
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meiit  of  captive  Cheyenne  Indians,  that  this  band  was  lecaptored  without  firing  a 
shot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON, 

Major  Fifth  Infantry, 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Dakota, 

Saint  Faul,  Minn, 

I  have  already  called  the  attention  of  my  superiors  to  the  excellent  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant Clark,  and  I  desire  again  to  express  my  obligations  to  him  for  his  extremely 
meritorious  service. 

By  far  the  most  important  military  event  which  has  occurred  in  the  department 
during  the  present  year  is  the  movement  of  Colonel  Miles  from  Fort  Keogh  across  the 
Yellowstone  and  the  Missouri  to  the  British  boundary. 

A  full  understanding  of  the  manner  in  which  the  movement  originated,  and  of  the 
objects  sought  to  be  attained  by  it,  can  be  best  obtained  from  the  following  corre- 
spondence between  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  the  War  Department,  the  General 
of  the  Army,  the  division  commander.  Colonel  Miles,  and  myself,  viz : 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

WashingtoHy  May  12,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  under  dat«  of  10th  in- 
stant, of  a  copy  of  communications,  herewith  inclosed  for  your  information,  dated 
Fort  Pock  Indian  Agency,  Poplar  River,  Montana,  April  19,  1879,  from  Agent  Bird,  in 
which  he  states  that  companies  of  hostile  Indians  from  Sitting  Bull's  camp  are  scat- 
tered over  the  entire  nortnern  part  of  that  reservation  ;  that  the  agency  Indians  com- 
plain bitterly  of  the  encroachments  of  these  Indians  upon  their  hunting-grounds;  also 
that  the  agency  buildings  and  property  at  Poplar  River  and  Wolf  Point  are  unpro- 
tected. 

In  relation  to  the  danger  threatening  the  agency  property  at  the  points  named,  the 
CommiHsioner  requests  that  troops  may  be  furnished  for  the  protection  of  the  goods 
and  property  of  the  agencies  as  well  as  for  the  security  of  the  reservations  and  the 
huntingjgroundsof  the  Indians  and  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  buffalo  and  other 
game  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  tribes. 

I  concur  in  the  request  of  the  Commissioner,  and  recommend  it  to  the  favorable 
consideration  and  notion  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Very  re8t>ectfully, 

C.  SCHURZ, 

/Secretary, 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


United  States  Indian  Service, 

Fort  Peck  Indian  Agency, 
Poplar  River f  Montana^  April  19,  1879. 

Sir:  In  a  communication  I  sent  yon,  dated  10th  of  February  last,  and  in  my  monthly 
report  fj)r  March,  dated  March  31,  I  informed  you  that  Sitting  Builds  Indians  were 
scattered  over  the  Indian  reservation  in  camps  of  half  a  dozen  to  one  hundred  lodges 
from  the  mouth  of  Milk  River  to  Woo>i  Mountain  police  station. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  recur  to  the  same  subject,  and  desire  to  call  your  attention 
in  an  especial  manner  to  the  fact  that  the  companies  of  hostile  Indians  frtim  Sitting 
Bull's  camp  are  now  scattered  out,  occlipying  the  entire  northern  part  of  the  reserva- 
tion. Our  agency  Indians  are  coming  into  the  agency  now  daily,  and  complaining  bit- 
terly of  the  encroachments  of  these  Indians  on  their  hunting  grounds.  They  say  they 
find  Uucapapas  from  Sitting  BulPs  camp  everywhere,  driving  and  scattering  the  buf- 
falo and  other  game,  so  that  it  has  become  a  matter  of  real  difficulty  for  them  to  obtain 
buffalo  enough  for  their  subsistence.  They  further  complain  that  these  Indians  steal 
their  horses  and  run  them  off  over  the  boundary  line. 

I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  Sitting  Bull  is  now  on  American  soil,  and  has 
been  camped  south  of  the  boundary  line  since  the  middle  of  February  last,  and  that 
practically  all  his  Indians  are  now  south  of  our  northern  boundary,  there  being,  as  they 
claim,  no  game  for  their  subsistence  on  the  Canadian  side. 

I  call  your  attention  in  this  special  manner  to  this  state  of  things  in  regard  to  these 
hostile  bands  of  Indians,  believing  that  you  would,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  before 
you,  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  to  the  subject,  that  some  attention 
may  be  given  to  the  matter,  and  the  Indians  and  people  and  property  of  this  Indian 
agency  be  protected  from  their  encroachments  and  possible  raids. 

A  more  unprotected  condition  than  now  exists  of  the  buildings  and  property  of  the 
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agency,  at  botli  Poplar  River  and  Wolf  Point,  cannoi>be  conceived.  Certainly  no  more 
property  should  be  delivered  and  stored  at  either  place  without  some  additional  pro- 
tection is  aftbrded  by  the  proper  authorities. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BIRD, 
United  States  Indian  AgenU 
Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D,  C, 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  22,  1879. 

Official  copy  respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division' of  the  Missouri,  for  such  action  as  the  case  calls  for,  in  his  judgment. 
By  command  of  General  Sherman. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  General, 

fSecond  indorsement.! 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  May  26,  1879. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  Dakota  for  his  in- 
formation and  such  action  as  may  seem  to  him  advisable. 
By  command  of  Lieutcnant-Geueral  Sheridan. 

GEORGE  A.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  A.  J),  C, 


[Telegram.  1 


Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  May  30,  1879. 

Adjutant-General  Division  Missouri,  Chicago: 

Referring  to  the  communication  from  the  Interior  Department  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment regarding  the  presence  on  our  side  of  the  line  of  parties  from  Sitting  BnlUsoamp 
and  the  complaints  which  our  own  Indians  make  against  them,  which  was  referred  to 
mc  by  you  on  the  26th  instant  for  such  action  as  might  seem  to  me  advisable,  I  de- 
sire to  represent  to  the  Lieutenant-Greneral  that  I  see  no  way  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
annoyances  of  which  our  Indians  complain  except  by  organizing  a  strong  colunm  at 
Fort  Keogh  and  sending  it  north  of  the  Missouri  to  clear  the  country. 

Thi»  bein^  done,  the  establishment  of  a  summer  camp  of  moderate  size,  at  the 
Po])lar  Creek  Agency,  would  probably  keep  the  country  free  £rom  intruders.  But 
under  existing  orders  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  take  this  course. 

The  Lieuteuant-General  will  doubtless  recall  the  orders  given  by  the  Gteneral  of  the 
Army  in  February,  1878,  when  I  proposed  to  send  Colonel  Miles  up  to  the  same  region. 

I  respectfully  ask  instructions. 

TERRY, 
Department  Commander, 


[Telegram.] 

Chicago,  May  31, 1879. 

General  A.  H.  Terry, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn, :  i 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday,  relative  to  organizing  a  column  at  Keogh  to  clear  the 
country  north  of  the  Missouri  of  hostile  Indians,  was  received  and  forwarded  for 
action  of  the  General  of  the  Army  in  the  absence  of  the  Lieutenant-General. 

GEO.  A.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  A,  J),  C, 
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[Telegram.] 

Chicago,  May  31,  1879. 
General  Alfred  H.  Terry, 

Commanding  Department  Ddkoia^ 

Saint  Paul  Minn, : 

The  following  dispatch  jnst  received  from  the  Adjutant-General: 
In  the  absence  of  the  Lieaten ant-General. 

GEO.  A.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  A,  D,  C. 

"Washington,  D.  C,  May  31,  1879. 
"Commanding  General 

^^ Division  of  the  Missouri: 

"General  of  the  Army  says  there  is  no  objection  to  the  course  suggested  by  General 
Terry  in  telegram  of  this  date,  only  we  are  notyiiow  prepared  to  build  posts,  or  main- 
tain posts,  north  of  the  Missouri  between  the  new  post  Assiuaboine  and  Buford. 
There  is  no  objection  to  temporary  operations  or  a  temporary  cantonment  at  Poplar 
Creek  Agency. 

"E.  H.  TO\VNSEND, 

"  Adjutant-General," 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn,,  Juneb,  1879. 

Col.  N.  A.  Miles, 

Fifth  Infantry,  Fort  Keogh,  Mont, : 

I  have  received  permission  from  the  General  of  the  Army  to  send  a  column  north  of 
the  Missouri  to  clear  out  the  straggling  bands  of  hostile  Sioux  which  have  come  across 
the  line  to  hunt. 

Our  Indians  are  complaining  of  the  presence  of  the  intruders.  The  task  will  be  a 
difficult  and  delicate  one,  for  it  will  be  necessary  to  distinguish  most  carefully  be- 
tween our  Indians  and  those  intruders,  and  to  so  conduct  operations  as  to  create  no 
alarm  among  the  former.  .  It  will  be  desirable  to  force  the  Sioux  back  rather  by  a  dis- 
play of  force  than  by  actual  conflict.  I  desire  you  to  take  command  in  person.  You 
can  take  the  three  companies  of  cavalry  at  Cust<er  in  addition  to  all  the  forces  that  can 
be  spared  from  Keogh ;  also  all  the  transportation  at  Custer,  except  what  will  be 
needed  for  post  use. 

You  will  need  a  depot  of  supplies  on  the  Missouri.  This  depot  will  be  supplied  from 
Bismarck,  and  one  or  two  companies  of  infantry  can  be  sent  from  Buford  to  guard  it. 

After  driving  the  Sioux  back,  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a  summer  camp  of  moderate 
size  at  the  Poplar  Creek  Agency. 

Consider  this  communication  as  strictly  confidential,  and  telegraph  to  me  when  you 
think  you  can  move,  what  force  you  can  take,  and  where  you  would  like  to  have  a 
depot  established. 

TERRY, 
Btigadier-General,  Comnuinding. 

I  extract  from  Colonel  Miles's  report  as  commander  of  the  district  of 
the  Yellowstone  the  following  narrative  of  his  oiierations  under  the 
orders  given  him : 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Yellowstone, 

Fort  Keogh,  Mont,,  September  — ,  1879. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn, : 

Sir  :  *  *  *  June  5,  1879,  I  received  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  department 
commander  (based  upon  a  request  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior),  directing  me  to  take  the  available  force  from  the 
District  of  the  Yellowstone  and  move  north  of  the  Missouri,  to  separate  our  friendly 
from  the  hostile  Sioux  Indians  and  to  clear  out  those  who  had  moved  south  of  the 
boundary  line ;  after  driving  them  back,  to  establish  a  summer  camp  north  of  the 
Missouri. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  preliminary  to  the  movement  of  the  troops,  I  sent  Colonel 
Whistler  to  the  Poplar  Creek  Agency  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  trouble  there.  He  re- 
ported the  Indians  almost  without  food  and  complaining  of  the  trader's  charging 
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exorbitant  prices  for  his  goods.  By  my  direction  he  crossed  the  entire  Yanktonnais 
camp  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  lodges  to  the  south  side  of  the  Missonri. 

By  executive  order,  the  reservation  of  this  tribe  of  Indians  had  been  extended 
south  to  the  Yellowstone;  on  that  part  of  tlieir  reservation  they  found  abundance  of 
game  and  were  at  once  satisfied. 

The  tribe  of  Assiiiaboines,  that  have  for  years  been  annoyed  by  the  Sionx,  were 
moved  south  so  as  to  be  in  rear  of  the  command  when  it  moved  nortli  of  the  Missouri 
River.  Twenty  of  their  number  enlisted  as  scouts ;  their  knowledge  of  the  country 
was  found  valuable. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  department  commander,  the  command,  com- 
posed of  seven  companies  of  the  Second  United  Stat<)S  Cavalry,  and  seven  companies 
of  the  Fifth  United  States  Infantry,  a  detachment  of  artillery,  and  friendly  Indians 
and  scouts,  with  the  necessary  tran8])ortation,  left  the  Yellowstone  River  at  Fort 
Keogh  July  3  and  5, 1879. 

On  the  10th,  llth,  and  12th,  this  command  crossed  the  Missonri  at  Old  Fort  Peck. 
At  that  point  my  tbrce  was  increased  by  98  recruits  and  two  companies  of  the  Sixth 
United  States  Iniantry ;  the  latter  as  guard  for  the  supply  depot.  Completing  the 
equipment  of  the  command  for  the  field,  I  left  Fort  Peck  on  the  15th  day  of  July, 
with  the  organization  heretofore  mentioned,  numbering  33  officers,  643  enlisted  men, 
143  friendly  Indians  and  enlisted  scouts,  moving  north  from  the  Missonri,  passing  up 
on  the  south  side  of  Milk  River,  and  on  the  16th  reached  Campbell's  Houses.  The 
same  day,  the  Cheyenne  and  Crow  scouts,  under  Lieutenant  Clark,  arrested  a  party 
of  French  half-breeds,  and  ascertained  that  some  400  Sioux  warriors  had  been  near 
his  camp  the  day  before.  The  half-breeds  falsely  reported  that  there  were  no  Sioux 
south  of  Milk  Kiver,  and  that  they  had  all  returned  to  their  camp  near  the  Canadian 
line  on  Frenchman  and  Little  Rocky  Creeks. 

On  the  morning  of  July  17, 1879,  Lieutenant  Clark,  with  a  detachment  of  Indian 
scouts  and  Lieutenants  Borden's  and  Hoppiu's  companies,  were  sent  up  Beaver  Creek 
to  look  for  half-breed  camps  and  any  signs  of  hostile  Indians,  the  main  command  mov- 
ing four  hours  later.  At  12.30,  a  report  was  received  from  Lieutenant  Clark  that  a 
party  of  some  400  hostile  Sioux  had  been  discovered  about  five  miles  up  Beaver  Creek 
and  that  he  was  about  to  engage  them. 

The  impetuous  attack  of  our  friendly  Indians,  followed  by  the  vigorous  charge  of 
the  troops,  resulted  in  driving  the  Sioux  some  12  miles  across  the  plain  between  Beaver 
Creek  and  MillfRiver,  compeUing  them  to  abandon  much  of  their  property.  When  near 
Old  Fort  Browning  (an  abandoned  trading-post),  the  Sioux  made  a  stubborn  resistance, 
and,  being  re>eufurccd,  for  a  time  pressed  the  small  command  from  all  sides.  Lien- 
tenant  Clark  had,  however,  taken  up  a  strong  position,  and  as  the  main  command  had 
been  moved  forward  rapidly,  the  Sioux,  under  Sitting  Bull,  fled  to  the  north  side  of 
Milk  River  and  in  the  direction  of  h(»ad  of  Little  Rocky  Creek,  leaving  eight  of  their 
dead  behind  them.  This  aftair  was  followed  by  the  command  crossing  Milk  River  at 
Old  Fort  Browning,  and  moving  up  Frenchman's  Creek  west  of  the  trail  to  the  only 
ford  at  Old  Fort  Tunniey.  The  trail  was  then  followed  to  where  it  crossed  the  Cana- 
dian line  nejir  main  branch  of  Little  Rocky  Creek. 

On  July  23,  1879,  M^jor  Walsh,  of  the  Northwestern  Mounted  Police,  visited  my 
camp  imme<liately  south  of  the  line,  and  was  informed  of  the  object  of  our  movement 
and  the  occasion  of  so  large  a  force  of  troops  being  on  the  boundary  line,  namelv,  the 
depredations  and  trespasses  committed  by  Indians  from  the  Canadian  side,  and  who 
had  been  pursuiid  to  that  point.  He  stated  that  he  believed  no  depredations  would  be 
committed  in  the  future.  After  his  departure  the  command  moved  down  Rocky  Creek 
to  head  of  timber. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  Major  Walsh,  of  the  Northwestern  Mounted  Police,  came  to  my 
camp,  accompanied  by  a  representative  of  the  hostile  Sioux  named  Long  Dog,  an  Un- 
capapa,  who  luis  for  years  been  regarded  as  a  man  of  much  infiueoce  among  the  hos- 
tiles.  In  answer  to  a  question  as  to  ">\hether  the  Sioux  had  chosen  their  country, 
and  on  which  side  of  the  boundary  they  intended  to  remain,"  turning  to  Major  Walsh, 
he  said:  ^'  We  intend  to  remain  with  him."  Major  Walsh  stated  they  had  given  him 
the  same  answer,  and  told  him  that  they  would  send  out  no  more  war  parties.  He  also 
assured  me  that  no  apprehension  need  be  felt  that  any  hostile  movement  would  be 
made  south  of  the  line.  I  regarded  this  as  the  best  results  that  could  have  been  at- 
tained, and  the  assuranC'C  worthy  of  confidence. 

/  am  gratified  to  say  that  up  to  tJke  present  time  the  promises  then  and  there  given  have  been 
rigidly  adhered  to  ;  not  a  single  act  of  hostility  has  been  committed  or  a  dollar's  worth 
of  property  stolen  by  those  Indians  to  my  knowledge. 

From  all  the  information  I  have  gathenul  diuing  the  past  three  years  from  reliable 
men  who  have  been  frequently  through  their  cam])s,  from  traders  and  half-breeds,  as 
well  as  from  American  and  Canadian  officers,  the  strength  of  that  camp  numbers 
between  6,000  and  8,000  souls,  with  between  12,000  and  15,000  horses,  divided  into 
four  large  camps :  The  Uncapapas,  under  Sitting  Bull,  Black  Moon,  Long  Dog,  and 
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Pretty  Bear ;  the  Minneconjoux,  under  Bla<ik  Eagle ;  the  Sans  Arcs,  under  Spotted 
Eagle,  and  the  Ogallallas,  under  Big  Road  or  Broad  Tail. 

As  this  large  body  of  Sioux  is  composed  of  the  worst  Indians  of  the  Northwest 
country,  I  consider  the  fact  of  their  being  driven  out  and  their  becoming  expatriated 
by  their  own  acts  as  more  important  and  satisfactory  than  would  have  been  their 
unconditional  surrender. 

This  country  is  now  free  from  their  depredations;  we  avoid  the  expense  of  supplying 
them  w^ith  food  and  clothing,  and  there  need  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping  them  out  or 
the  country  in  future. 

After  the  above  ha<l  been  accomplished,  a  battalion  of  cavalry,  under  Major  Baker, 
was  dispatched  to  the  junction  of  Frenchman's  Creek  and  Milk  River,  with  a  force 
under  Lieutenant  Clark  well  out  to  the  west.  Lieutenant  Randall's,  Captain  Oven- 
shine's,  and  Major  Gordon's  commands  were  sent  east  to  Porcupine  and  Poplar  Creeks. 
The  commands  in  one  week  arrested  829  half-breeds,  who  were  intrudei-s  upon  our  Indian 
reservation.  Their  camps  had  been  places  of  refuge  for  war  and  stealing  parties  and 
for  illegal  trafhc.  Those  who  belonged  north  of  the  Canadian  line  and  were  British 
subjects,  together  with  a  small  camp  of  20  lodges,  non-treaty  Cree  Indians  from  the 
Saskatchewan,  were  sent  north  of  the  boundary  line;  those  who  belonged  in  north- 
w^estern  Dakota,  near  Morehead  and  Turtle  mountains,  were  sent  east  to  Fort  Buf(»rd; 
and  the  remainder — 158 — sent  south  of  the  Missouri  River  and  located  in  Judith 
Basin. 

Those  sent  north  of  the  line  have  given  no  further  trouble.  Those  sent  to  Judith 
Basin  are  contented,  well  pleased  with  the  country,  and  are  anxious  to  take  up  land, 
make  themselves  homes,  and  abandon  their  nomadic  life. 

Since  the  return  of  the  command,  I  have  been  informed  that  a  part  of  those  sent  to 
Buford  were  liberated,  and  that  they  returned  in  the  direction  of  Poplar  Creek,  where 
they  were  arrested.  I  regret  this ;  for  if  they  are  allowed  to  trespass  upon  ground 
from  which  every  American  citizen  or  British  subject  is  debarred,  this  camp  will  become 
again  the  nucleus  for  the  roaming  and  disaffected  bands  as  well  as  a  place  of  refuge 
for  the  lawless. 

During  the  time  thus  occupied,  information  had  been  sent  me  of  the  escape  of  a 
band  of  Indians  under  Fast  Bull,  who  belonged  at  the  Lower  Brul6  Agency  ;  also,  of 
their  having  committed  depredations  near  tne  Black  Hills  and  the  Upper  Little  Mis- 
souri in  their  movement  north  to  join  Sitting  Bull's  camp.  To  intercept  this  body  of 
Indians,  I  dispatched  Colonel  Whistler  with  five  companies  of  the  Fifth  Infantry, 
with  one  light  Hotchkiss  gun,  to  watch  the  crossing  of  the  Missouri  between  Wolf 
Point  and  Poplar  Creek.  This  movement  was  promptly  made,  and  his  command  placed 
at  available  points  alon^  the  river,  with  his  scouts  some  60  miles  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Missouri.  From  information  given  by  them  and  some  friendly  Yanktonnai  In- 
dians, Colonel  Whistler  learned  of  the  approach  of  the  band  to  the  Missouri  near 
Poplar  Creek. 

Making  a  forced  march,  on  the  10th  of  August,  he  arrived  in  time  to  surprise  the 
band  just  as  they  had  crossed  the  Missouri  and  to  compel  their  surrender  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  man  or  horse. 

Fast  Bull's  band  numbered  57  men,  women,  and  children.  Tliey  were  disarmed 
and  dismounted,  and  sent  down  the  Missouri  to  Fort  Lincoln  by  steamer  General 
Sherman. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  to  withdraw  the  command  from  the  country  north 
of  the  Missouri,  the  command  marched  back  in  three  columns :  that  under  Colonel 
Whistler,  from  Wolf  Point  to  Fort  Keogh ;  Major  Baker's  battalion  via  Fort  Peck 
and  the  Big  Dry  Forks ;  and  Major  Gordon's  command  via  Beaver  and  Fourchette 
Creeks  to  mouth  of  MusselsheU,  thence  up  that  valley  across  to  Terry's  Landing  to 
Fort  Custer. 

The  command  returned  in  excellent  order,  having  carried  out  to  the  full  extent  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  orders  of  the  department  commander,  and  accomplished  even 
more  than  was  originally  contemplated.        «        «        « 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES. 
Colonel  cntd  Brevet  Major-General j  U.  S.  A. 

The  value  of  the  results  obtained  by  Colonel  Mile«  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated. The  hostile  Sioux,  who  in  1876  found  an  asylum  in  British 
territory,  had  been  permitted  by  the  Dominion  Government  to  repair  all 
the  losses  of  arms,  horses,  and  equipments  which  they  suffered  in  the 
campaign  of  that  year,  and  to  completely  prepare  themselves  again  for 
war.  Made  bold  by  the  knowledge  that  they  possessed  close  at  hand 
a  secure  refuge  on  foreign  soil,  to  which  they  could  retreat  in  case  they 
should  meet  a  force  with  which  they  could  not  coi)ey  they  had  invaded 
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our  territory  almost  as  a  body,  and  had  covered  with  maraading  parties 
the  country  between  the  boundary  and  the  Yellowstone  River,  and  from 
Fort  Logan  on  the  west  nearly  to  Fort  Buford  on  the  east.  Horses  and 
cattle  had  been  stolen,  settlers  had  been  murdered  by  them,  and  I  regret 
to  say  that  I  know  of  no  adequate  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Dominion 
Government  to  fulfill  the  obligations  which  that  government  assumed 
when  it  gave  to  these  i)eople  a  refuge  from  the  military  forces  operating 
against  them — of  no  adequate  efforts  to  prevent  this  armed  invasion  of 
the  territory  of  a  friendly  neighbor.  Kow  it  is  believed  that  not  a  hos- 
tile Sioux  remains  south  of  the  boundary,  and,  to  quote  again  the  lan- 
guage of  Colonel  Mile^,  "This extensive  country  has  been  again  cleared 
of  hostile  Indians,  and  the  scattered  settlers  and  travelers  in  it  are  as 
fr^e  from  molestation  as  in  the  States  of  EJansas  and  Minnesota." 

Colonel  Miles,  clearly  and  accurately  comprehending  the  purposes  of 
the  government  and  the  objects  sought  to  be  accomplished,  and  con- 
forming in  all  respects  to  the  instructions  which  he  had  received,  by  a 
most  happy  union  of  enterprise  and  audacity,  prudence  and  foresight, 
succee<led  in  obtaining  these  results  without  the  loss  of  a  single  soldier. 

Besides  the  immediate  result  of  his  operations  in  forcing  the  hostile 
Indians  across  the  boundary,  there  is  good  ground  for  the  belief  that  a 
moral  effect  of  even  greater  importance  has  been  produced — a  moral 
effect  that  will  be  lasting,  and  will  tend  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
border  in  succeeding  years. 

I  desire  to  thank  Colonel  Miles  and  his  officers  and  men  thus  pub- 
licly for  the  exceedingly  important  service  which  they  have  rendered, 
and  I  trust  that  these  services  will  receive  a  just  recognition  from  higher 
authority. 

I  desire  also  to  call  attention  to  the  services  rendered  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Whistler,  and  the  troops  in  the  capture  of  Fast  Bear  and  his 
band,  as  set  forth  in  Colonel  Miles's  report. 

During  the  past  summer  work  has  been  vigorously  prosecuted  on  the 
Missouri  division  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Eailroad.  This  division,  com- 
mencuig  at  the  Missouri  opposite  Bismarck,  extends  one  hundred  miles 
toward  the  Little  Missouri.  Eighty  miles  of  road-bed  have  been  com- 
pletely graded,  and  the  track  laid  for  fifty  miles.  The  work  is  still  being 
pushed  forward. 

To  guard  and  protect  the  surveying  and  working  parties  along  the 
line,  four  companies  of  infantry  from  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Lincoln  and 
Buford  have  been  employed.  These  companies  have  been  distributed 
along  the  line,  and  have  moved  from  point  to  point  as  different  sec- 
tions of  the  work  have  been  finished.  They  will  be  recalled  to  their 
stations  before  the  winter  sets  in.  It  is  possible  that  the  railroad  com- 
pany may  i)ro8ecute  their  work  during  the  coming  winter  at  and  near  the 
point  where  the  road  will  cross  the  Little  Missouri.  Should  they  do  so, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  a  small  cantonment  there  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  laborers. 

At  the  time  of  the  la«t  annual  report  from  the  department,  the  con- 
struction of  Fort  Meade  had  been  commenced.  Work  upon  it  was  con- 
tinued until  the  funds  ai^propriated  for  the  post  were  exhausted.  Re- 
cently, other  funds  having  been  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  work  has  been 
resumed,  and  it  is  expected  that  before  the  commencement  of  winter  the 
necessary  buildings  for  a  garrison  of  four  companies  of  infantry  and  six 
of  cavalry  will  have  been  completed,  I  have  not  x)ersonally  inspected 
thei)ost,  but  all  reports  regarding  it  concur  in  saying  that  it  will  l)e  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  comfortable  posts  on  the  frontier.  Preparations 
for  the  construction  of  the  new  post  authorized  to  be  built  at  the  foot 
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of  the  northern  slope  of  Bear's  Paw  Monntains  (Fort  Assinaboine)  were 
made  early  in  the  season  by  sending  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  then  just 
arrived  in  the  department,  to  the  selected  site. 

This  regiment  embarked  on  steamers  at  Bismarck,  and  after  a  pro- 
longed voyage  np  the  Missouri  reached  ^<  the  Goal  Banks,"  the  nearest 
landing  on  the  Missouri  to  the  site  of  the  new  post.  Leaving  two  com- 
panies at  the  Goal  Banks  as  a  guard  to  the  stores  and  supplies  tp  be 
landed  .there,  Golonel  Euger,  with  the  remainder  of  his  regiment, 
marched  at  once  to  the  new  post  and  commenced  preparations  for  build- 
ing. Owing  to  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  lumber  in  that  region  it 
hs^  been  determined  to  build  of  brick,  and  ihQ  necessary  supply  of  this 
material  was  contracted  for,  but  much  time  was  necessarily  consumed 
in  getting  the  manufacture  of  the  brick  well  started,  so  that,  although 
considerable  preliminary  work  was  previously  done,  the  erection  of  the 
buildings  was  not  fairly  commenced  until  late  in  June. 

Since  then  the  work  has  been  prosecuted  with  energy,  and  an  excellent 
post  for  six  companies  will  have  been  substantially  completed  before  the 
winter  begins. 

This  post  is  now  and  will  be  for  many  years  to  come  a  very  import- 
ant one,  and  it  should  be  enlarged  so  as  to  afford  quarters  for  a  garri- 
son of  twelve  companies.  Golonel  Euger  has  recommended  an  additional 
appropriation  for  it  of  $125,000.  I  think  that  this  sum  is  more  than 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  do  the  work  proposed,  but  I  earnestly 
recommend  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  |lOO,()00  be  asked  for. 

I  also  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  be  asked  for  to 
construct  another  x>ost  in  the  valley  of  the  Milk  Eiver  or  upon  some  one 
of  its  lower  tributaries.  A  post  in  this  vicinity  is  urgently  needed  to 
compete  the  chain  which  stretches  along  the  northwestern  fronti^r  from 
the  Eed  Eiver  of  the  Forth  toward  the  Eocky  Mountains.  The  posts 
now  constituting  this  chain  are  Forts  Pembina,  Totten.  Buford,  and 
Assinaboine.  Between  the  two  last  named  is  an  interval  of  more  than 
250  miles  as  the  crow  flies :  and  midway  of  this  interval  is  the  great  route 
of  communication  pursued  by  the  Indians  coming  from  the  hostile  camps 
in  the  dominion  of  Ganada  to  the  talleys  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Yellow- 
stone, and  to  the  agencies  of  kindred  bands  in  Dakota. 

Favorable  as  the  prospects  for  peace  on  the  northwestern  frontier 
have  become  since  the  successftd  operations  of  Colonel  Miles,  it  yet  would 
be  most  unwise  and  imprudent  to  neglect  any  precaution — any  measure 
of  precaution — ^which  would  enable  us  to  confront  on  the  threshold  a  re- 
newed attempt  to  invade  on  our  territory.  To  fill  the  gap  between  Bu- 
ford and  Assinaboine  by  building  a  large  post  in  the  lower  Milk  Eiver 
Valley  is  the  one  measure  of  preparation  which  the  situation  impera- 
tively demands.  Such  a  post  should  be  built  for  a  garrison  of  not  less 
than  twelve  companies ;  preferably  it  should  be  for  sixteen  companies. 
No  reconnaissance  has  been  made  to  determine  what  resources  the  lower 
valley  of  the  Milk  Eiver  affords  for  the  construction  of  a  post ;  but  I 
think  that  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  suitable  timber  it  would  be  necessary 
to  build  of  brick,  and  whether  this  would  be  necessary  or  not,  brick 
buildings  in  the  rigorous  climate  of  that  region  would  be  by  far  the  most 
desirable. 

The  sum  of  $200,000  would  be  sufficient  but  not  more  than  sufficient 
for  a  post  to  be  garrisoned  by  twelve  companies,  and  it  probably  is  as 
much  as  could  be  profitably  expended  on  a  post  in  any  one  year. 

Should  the  Northern  Pacific  Eailroad  be  opened  to  the  Yellowstone 
Eiver  during  the  coming  year,  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  occupy 
at  least  one  point  between  that  river  and  the  Missouri  with  a  garrison 

5  w 
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of  moderate  size.  I  i^ecommend  that  this  probability  be  kept  iu  mind 
in  estimating  for  the  exjieuditares  of  this  department  daring  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  rex>ort,  work  had  been  commenced  on 
the  military  telegraphic  lines  connecting  Forts  Stevenson,  Bnford,  and 
Keogh  with  Bismarck,  and  the  line  from  Fort  Keogh  to  Deadwood. 
Tb§se  have  since  been  completed  as  also  the  lines  from  Fort  Keogh  to 
Fort  Caster  and  Fort  Ellis ;  from  Helena  to  Fort  Shaw,  Fort  Briton, 
and  Fort  Assinaboine,  and  from  Fort  Lincoln  to  Fort  Yates.  The  con- 
tinuation of  this  latter  line  to  Fort  Sully  is  nearly  completed.  Work 
ha.s  also  been  done  on  the  lines  connecting  Helena  with  Fort  Missoula, 
and  Fort  Bennett  with  Fort  Yates  and  Fort  Meade  5  but  for  want  ot 
sufficient  transportation  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  complete  the 
lines  from  Fort  Bennett  to  Fort  Meade  during  this  season.  The  others 
will  be  in  operation  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  labor  of  digging  holes  and  setting  poles  has  all  been  done  by  the 
troops,  and  in  some  instances  they  have  also  cut  the  poles.  The  trans- 
portation of  poles  and  other  material  has  been  furnished  principally  by 
the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

The  private  line  from  Fort  Ellis  to  Helena,  by  which  the  line  between 
posts  on  the  Yellowstone  is  connected  with  those  in  Northern  andSTorth- 
western  Montana,  has  been  purchased  by  the  government. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  annual  reports  of  the  district  and  post  com- 
manders serving  in  the  department }  also  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  staft' 
departments  at  these  headquarters,  and  I  invite  attention  to  the  reoom- 
mendations  cherein  contained.  I  especiaHy  invite  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  tiiat  all  of  the  annual 
supplies  for  the  posts  in  Montana  Territory  be  sent  forward' in  the 
early  spring.  An  exx)erience  of  six  years  in  this  department  convinces 
me  that  it  is  not  g:ood  policy  to  delay  until  summer  the  sending  forward 
of  any  stores  destined  to  these  posts.  I  also  concur  in  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  in  regard  to  the  metiiod  of 
making  contracts  for  beef  cattle  for  the  use  of  troops  in  the  field.  The 
plan  which  has  been  pursued  this  yeSeir  has  failed  to  give  good  results. 
In  my  judgment  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  will  fail. 

I  desire  to  express  my  obligations  to  the  district  and  post  command- 
ers, as  well  as  the  staff  officers  serving  at  these  headquarters,  for  the 
able,  faithful,  and  zealous  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their 
respective  duties  during  the  year. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectful!  v,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

The'ADJUTAXT-GENEEAL  OF   THE 

Military  DIVLSIO^'  o?  the  Missouri, 

Chicago^  III  • 
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3.— REPORT  OF  COL.  JOHN  GIBBON. 

Office  Acting  Inspector-Oekjsbai., 

Department  of  Dakota, 
Saint  Paul^  Minn,,  October  3, 1879. 

ISiR :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  annual  report  for  the 
past  year: 

Since  the  latter  part  of  April  last,  I  have  inspected  every  post  in  this 
department  with  the  exception  of  those  situated  in  the  District  of  Mon- 
tana. 

The  troops  in  the  department  are,  generally,  in  a  very  satisfactory 
condition  so  far  as  subordination  and  discipliue  are  concerned. 

In  regard  to  drill  and  target  practice  there  are  none  in  what  I  con- 
sider an  ef&cient  condition,  nor  in  as  efScient  condition  as  I  think  they 
might  be  even  under  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed. 

This  lack  of  efficiency  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  small  size  of 
the  companies  and  the  large  drafts  made  upon  them  for  working  parties 
to  keep  up  the  ordinary  routine  labor  of  the  posts.  This  is  especially 
so  at  the  smaller  posts  where  the  number  of  extra,  daily  and  special 
duty  men  so  reduces  the  number  for  drill  that  it  is  out  of  the  question 
to  give  the  men  the  requisite  instruction.  In  addition  to  this  is  the  con- 
stant call  made  on  the  troops  for  field  service. 

This  service  constitutes  an  important  instruction  in  itself,  out  their 
drill  is  not  of  as  much  imx)ortance  as  discipline  and  efficiency  in  target 
X)ractice,  since  soldiers,  unless  they  can  compete  with  the  Indians  in 
marksmanship,  are  not  effective  at  all.  I  would  therefore  earnestly 
recommend  that  nothing  should  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  duty 
of  instructing  every  soldier  in  the  efficient  use  of  the  rifle  bj"  requiring 
every  one  to  receive  the  necessary  instruction  in  target  practice  and  the 
expenditure  of  all  the  ammunition  now  allowed  to  be  expended  in  that 
service. 

The  arms  and  equipments  of  the  troops  are  in  good  order,  and  the 
troops  are,  in  general,  well  supi)lied  with  subsistence  and  quartermaster's 
stores.  But  few  complaints  are  made,  and  these  usually  of  matters  of 
detail  easily  corrected. 

The  police  of  the  posts  is  generally  good,  and  where  there  are  excep- 
tions they  have  been  specially  noted  in  the  separate  reports  heretofore 
rendered.  Especial  attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  great  disregard 
is  paid  to  providing  suitable  and  comfortable  sinks  for  the  men  and 
keeping  them  in  a  cleanly  condition.  This  and  the  lack  of  attention  to 
some  minor  details  of  police  arise  from  the  want  of  i)ersonal  supervision 
of  post  commanders  to  the  minute  details  of  their  respective  posts. 
More  attention  to  these  details  will  insure  a  greater  degree  of  comfort 
to  the  commands. 

In  inspecting  disbursing  officers'  accounts,  my  attention  has  been  fre- 
quently called  to  the  fact  that  th*fey  do  not  always  conform  to  the  laws 
and  regulations  relating  to  the  drawing  of  checks  on  the  depositories 
and  assistant  treasurers.  At  posts  on  the  extreme  frontier  it  is  often 
difficult  to  get  funds,  and  disbursing  officers  will  frequently  give  to  pri- 
vate individuals  drafts  on  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
currency  for  paying  employes }  and  these  drafts  do  not,  as  is  required  by 
the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  agree  in  amounts  with  the 
face  value  of  the  vouchers  paid.  The  reverse  of  this  is  also  not  unfrequently 
found  to  prevail,  and  a  disbursing  officer  will  cash  drafts  from  the  ftmds 
on  hand,  thus  rendering  it  almost  imx>ossible  for  any  inspector  to  prop- 
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eriy  verify  the  accounts.  I  have  firequently  found  it  the  case  that  dis- 
bursing officers  will,  to  accommodate  private  individuals,  give  drafts  on 
the  Treasury  for  small  sums  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollaxs.  I  cannot 
conceive  it  possible  that  it  was  ever  intended  disbursing  officers  should 
in  this  way  become  practically  hankers  for  the  acconunodation  of  individ- 
uals instead  of  simply  custodians  of  public  money  for  the  payment  of 
public  debts.  I  therefore  recommend  a  stringent  enforcement  of  the 
lule  that  except  in  the  case  of  small  amounts  on  a  consolidated  voucher, 
checks  shall  be  drawn  to  correspond  with  the  face  of  the  vouchers,  and 
in  the  excepted  case  where  small  amounts  are  paid  out  to  different  indi- 
viduals the  check  drawn  for  the  whole  shall  correspond  with  the  foot- 
ing of  the  voucher. 

Orders  and  regulations  are,  as  a  general  thing,  well  observed  and  en- 
forced, but  more  attention  is  required  towards  the  observance  of  the  128th 
Article  of  War  and  the  signing  of  company  sick-books  by  company  offi- 
cers. I  also  find  that  tiie  requirements  of  General  Orders  No.  12  of  1870, 
from  Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  are  not  unfr-equently  neglec- 
ted by  commanding  officers. 

The  best  drilled  and  best  equipped  troops  were  found  at  Forts  Ben- 
nett, Snelling,  and  Pembina.  The  posts  in  the  best  police,  and  with  tiie 
best  and  neatest  sinks,  were  Forts  Buford,  Totten,  and  Pembina. 

During  the  four  months  commencing  January  1  last,  the  posts  having 
the  greatest  percentage  of  men  confined  are  Forts  Stevenson  (50  "per 
cent),  Snelling  (40  per  cent.),  Buford  (34  percent.),  and  Lincoln  (33  i)er 
cent.) ;  and  those  having  the  least,  Forts  Sully  (4  per  cent.),  Bennett  (9 
per  cent.),  Eandall  (9J  per  cent.),  Totten  and  Hale  (15  per  cent.). 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GIBBOBT, 
Colonel  Seventh  Infantry j  Acting  Inspector-Oenerah 

Maj.  Geo.  D.  Ruggles, 

Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Dakota ,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


4.— EEPOET  OF  COL.  K  A.  MILES. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Tellowstonb, 

Fort  Keogh,  Mont,  September  — ,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  my  last  annual  report,  there 
has  been  very  little  change  in  this  military  district  or  in  the  status  of  the 
troops  stationed  therein. 

The  GOO  miles  of  military  telegraph  constructed  by  the  troops  was 
completed  December,  1878,  and  the  different  lines  have  been  of  great 
value  to  the  military  as  well  as  to  the  settlers. 

During  the  months  of  iTovember  and  December,  1878,  reports  were 
received  over  the  military  telegraph  line  that  Little  Wolf's  band  of 
Northern  Cheyennes,  having  left  their  agency  in  the  Indian  Territory, 
were  moving  north  through  the  settlements  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska, 
resisting  the  troops  and  committing  serious  depredations.  The  prompt 
and  judicious  use  made  by  Colonel  Whistler  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Keogh, 
and  the  commendable  action  taken  by  Lieutenant  Clark — in  command 
of  125  men  from  that  post — although  met  by  severe  winter  weather  and 
many  dillieulties,  resulted  in  the  cai)ture  of  that  body  of  Indians,  who 
had  left  behind  them  a  trail  of  .suttering  and  woe. 

These  liidian.s  were  taken  to  Fort  Keogh,  and  by  fair  and  just  treat- 
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ment  have  remained  for  many  months  perfectly  peaceable  and  contented. 
Those  who  had  committed  murder  in  this  district  were  arrested  by  the 
military  authorities,  turned  over  to  civil  courts,  tried  and  sentenced  to 
be  executed. 

During  the  latter  part  of  January,  1879,  a  citizen  named  Philip 
Lynch  was  killed  in  his  own  cabin  near  Porcupine  Bottoms,  by  two 
Gros  Ventres  Indians.  The  guilty  parties  were  arrested  by  the  military 
and  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities,  and  were  tried  and  accordingly 
sentenced,  one  to  be  executed,  the  other  to  ten  years  in  the  penitentiary. 

March  20. 1879,  two  white  men  were  killed  on  the  Upper  Yellowstone, 
near  Stems's  ranch,  by  a  small  war  party  of  Kez  Percys  and  Sioux,  who 
came  from  and  returned  to  the  British  Possessions.  This  party  re- 
crossed  the  Missouri  near  Carroll's,  and  admitted  their  crime  after  hav- 
ing recrossed  the  Canadian  line. 

June  6, 1879,  a  citizen  named  Sebbesze  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
one  named  Peters  slightly  wounded,  near  their  wood  ranch  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Yellowstone,  opj)08ite  mouth  of  Powder  Eiver,  by 
a  party  that  came  from  and  returned  to  Sitting  Bull's  camp  near  the 
Canadian  frontier.  They  recrossed  the  Missouri  River  with  their  stolen 
stock  at  Dave  Bercer's  wood-yard,  near  Poplar  Creek  Agency. 

Several  reports  were  received  or  depredations  having  been  committed 
by  Indians  from  the  north  during  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June, 
1879.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1 879,  a  war  party  of  seventy  men  crossed  the 
Missouri  near  mouth  of  Musselshell,  for  a  raid  along  the  Yellowstone 
settlements. 

The  following  extract  from  letters  of  the  Indian  agent  at  Fort  Bel- 
knap shows  the  intentions  and  feeling  existing  among  the  hostile  Sioux, 
and  the  causes  of  alarm  at  the  time : 

Fort  Belknap  Agency,  Mont.,  May  22,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  at  this  time  to  report  further  inforiuatioii  in  regard  to  the 
hostiles. 

Some  half-breeds  came  in  this  morning  who  left  the  camp  of  the  hostiles  eight  days 
ago.  They  report  them  as  being  near  the  line,  some  thirty-five  miles  directly  north  of 
this  post,  five  hundred  lodges  m  one  place  and  three  hundred  in  another^  not  far 
apart ;  also  as  being  extremely  hostile,  and  more  especially  against  the  soldiers,  and 
bent  upon  war.  SmaU  war  or  horse-stealing  parties  are  being  continually  sent  out. 
They  saw  the  ten  horses  spoken  of  bv  me  in  a  former  letter  as  being  stolen  firom  this 
post,  and  the  nineteen  horses  stolen  from  Lieutenant  Krouse  on  Ea^le  Creek.  I  have 
uo  doubt  but  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  an  Indian  war,  as  aU  the  information  I  re- 
ceive points  distinctly  to  that  end. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  LINCOLN, 
United  States  Indian  Agent. 
Hon.  E.  H.  Hayt, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington^  D,  C. 

The  following  extract  from  the  reports  and  urgent  aijpeals  of  the  In- 
dian agent  at  Poplar  Creek  Agency  show  the  condition  of  aflfairs  in  that 
Yicinity : 

United  States  Indian  SER^^CE, 

Fort  Peck  Indian  Agency, 
Poplar  River,  Montana,  June  6,  1879. 
Sir: 

According  to  the  best  iuformation  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  Sitting  Bull  was  lo- 
cated on  this  side  of  the  boundary'  line  during  moat  or  all  of  months  of  December, 
.January,  and  February,  but  toward  the  latter  i»art  of  February  he  went  north,  and 
has  since  been  some  distance  north  on  the  Canadian  side,  but  the  Indians  belonging 
to  his  camp  have  been  scattered  in  small  bands  from  the  north  of  Milk  River  to  Wood 
Mountains  all  winter,  and  are  now  roaming  over  the  reservation  on  both  sides  of  the 
Missouri  River,  seeking  buffalo  and  other  game  for  their  subsistence. 
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Most  of  the  horse-stealing  this  spring  on  the  Mnsselshell  and  Tellowstone  has  been 
done  by  them. 

A  number  of  applications  have  been  made  at  the  agency  by  small  bands  of  Sitting 
Bull  Indians  for  the  issue  to  them  of  flour  and  other  rations,  but  were  informed  of  the 
instructions  of  the  Commissioner  to  only  receive  them  on  tne  surrender  of  their  arms 
and  horses,  but  they  are  a  serious  and  disturbing  element  to  this  Indian  agency,  and 
I  think  should  be  driven  from  this  reservation  and  kept  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the 
boundary. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BIRD, 
United  States  Indian  Agent, 
General  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Fort  Keoghj  Montana. 


Fort  Peck  Ixdlaj^  Agency, 
Poplar  River y  Montana j  June  13,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  after  much  and  careful  deliberation,  I 
have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  interests  of  the  agency  here  require  the  pres- 
ence of  a  company  of  United  States  troops. 

I  therefore  respectfully  ask  of  you  to  obtain  an  order  from  the  War  Departmoit  to 
place  a  company  of  soldiers  at  Poplar  River,  to  act  under  the  orders  of  the  agent. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BIRD, 
United  Statti  Indian  Agent, 
Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington f  D.  C, 


United  States  Indian  Service, 

Fort  Peck  Indian  Agency, 
Poplar  BivcTy  Montana,  April  19,  1879. 

Sir  :  In  a  communication  I  sent  you  dated  10th  of  February  last,  and  in  mymontbly 
report  for  March,  dated  March  31, 1  informed  you  that  Sitting  Bull  Indians  were  scat- 
tered over  this  Indian  reservation  in  camps  of  half  a  dozen  to  one  hundred  lodges, 
from  the  north  of  Milk  River  to  Wood  Mountain  police  station. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  recur  to  the  same  subject,  and  desire  to  call  your  attention 
in  an  especial  manner  to  the  fact  that  companies  of  hostile  Indians  from  Sitting  Bull's 
camp  are  now  scattered  out,  occupying  the  entire  northern  part  of  the  reservation. 
Our  agency  Indians  are  coming  in  to  the  agency  now  daily,  and  complaining  bittecly 
of  the  encroachments  of  these  Indians  on  tneir  hunting-grounds.  The^  say  they  find 
Uncapapas  from  Sitting  Bull's  camp  everywhere  driving  and  scattering  the  buffalo 
and  other  game,  so  that  it  has  become  a  matter  of  real  difficulty  for  them  to  obtain 
buffalo  enough  for  their  subsistence.  They  further  complain  that  these  Indians  steal 
their  hoi-ses  and  run  them  off  over  the  bounaary  line. 

I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  Sitting  Bull  is  now  on  American  soil,  and  has 
been  camped  south  of  the  boundary  line  since  the  middle  of  February  last,  and  that 
])ractically  all  his  Indians  are  now  south  of  the  northern  boundary,  there  being,  as  they 
claim,  no  game  for  their  subsistence  on  the  Canadian  side. 

I  call  your  attention  in  this  special  manner  to  this  state  of  things  in  regard  to  these 
hostile  bands  of  Indians,  believing  that  you  would,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  be- 
fore you,  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  to  the  subject,  that  some  atten* 
tion  may  be  given  the  matter,  and  the  Indians  and  people  and  property  of  this  Indian 
agency  be  protected  from  their  encroachments  and  possible  hostile  raias. 

A  more  unprotected  condition  than  now  exists  of  the  buildings  and  property  of  the 
agency  at  both  Poplar  River  and  Wolf  Point  cannot  be  conceived  ;  certainly  no  more 
property  should  be  delivered  and  stored  at  either  place  without  some  additional  pro- 
tection is  afforded  by  the  proper  authorities. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BIRD, 
United  States  Indian  Agent,. 

Hon.  CoaiMissiONER  of  Indian  Affairs, 

•  JVashington,  D.  C. 
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As  no  action  had  been  taken  against  the  hostile  Sioux,  they  became 
active  and  bold  in  sending  out  small  war  and  stealing  parties  to  commit 
depredations  along  the  Yellowstone,  the  Musselshell,  and  Judith  Bivers. 

June  5, 1879, 1  received  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  department  com- 
mander (based  upon  a  request  of  the  Commissioner  of  In^an  Affairs 
and  concurred  in  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior)  directing  me  to  take 
the  available  force  from  the  district  of  the  Yellowstone  and  move  north 
of  the  Missouri,  to  separate  our  friendly  from  the  hostile  Sioux  Indians, 
and  to  clear  out  those  who  had  moved  south  of  the  boundary  line  j  after 
driving  them  back,  to  establish  a  summer  camp  north  of  the  Missouri. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  preliminary  to  the  movement  of  the  troops,  I 
sent  Colonel  Whistler  to  the  Poplar  Creek  Agency  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  trouble  there.  He  reported  the  Indians  almost  without  food,  and 
complaining  of  the  traders  charging  exorbitant  prices  for  his  goods. 
By  my  direction  he  crossed  the  entire  Yanktonnai  camp  of  between 
three  and  four  hundred  lodges  to  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri. 

By  executive  order,  the  reservation  of  this  tribe  of  Indians  had  been 
extended  south  to  the  Yellowstone ;  on  that  part  of  their  reservation 
they  found  abundance  of  game  and  were  at  once  satisfied. 

The  tribe  of  Assinaboines  titiat  have  for  years  been  annoyed  by  the 
Sioux  were  moved  south  so  as  to  be  in  rear  of  the  command  when  it 
moved  north  of  the  Missouri  Biver ;  twenty  of  their  number  enlisted  as 
scouts.    Their  knowledge  of  the  country  was  found  valuable. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  department  commander,  the  com- 
mand, composed  of  seven  companies  of  the  Second  United  States 
Cavalry  and  seven  companies  of  the  Fifth  United  States  Infantry,  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery,  and  friendly  Indians  aud  scouts,  with  the  neces- 
sary transportation,  left  the  Yellowstone  Biver  at  Fort  Keogh,  July  3 
and  5, 1879. 

On  the  10th,  11th,  and  12th^  this  command  crossed  the  Missouri  at 
Old  Fort  Peck.  At  that  point  my  force  was  increased  by  98  re- 
cruits and  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  United  States  In&ntry — ^the 
latter  as  guard  for  the  supply  depot.  Completing  the  equipment  of  the 
command  for  the  field,  I  left  Fort  Peck  on  the  15th  day  or  July,  witii  the 
organization  heretofore  mentioned^  numbering  33  officers,  6l3  enlisted 
men,  143  friendly  Indians  and  enhsted  scouts,  moving  north  from  the 
Missouri,  passing  up  on  tiie  south  side  of  Milk  Biver,  and  on  the  16th 
reached  Campbell's  house.  The  same  day  the  Cheyenne  and  Crow 
scouts  under  Lieutenant  Clark  arrested  a  party  of  French  half-breeds, 
and  ascertained  that  some  400  Sioux  warriors  had  been  near  their  camp 
the  day  before.  The  half-breeds  falsely  reported  that  there  were  no 
Siou^  south  of  Milk  Biver,  and  that  they  had  all  returned  to  their  camp 
near  the  Canadian  line,  on  Frenchman  and  Little  Bocky  Creeks. 

On  the  morning  of  July  17, 1879,  Lieutenant  Clark,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  Indian  scouts,  and  Lieutenants  Borden  and  Hoppin's  companies, 
were  sent  up  Beaver  Creek  to  look  for  half-breed  camps  and  any  signs 
of  hostile  Indians,  the  main  command  moving  four  hours  later.  At 
12.30  a  report  was  received  from  Lieutenant  Clark  that  a  party  of  some 
400  hostile  Sioux  had  been  discovered  about  five  miles  up  Beaver  Creek, 
and  that  he  was  about  to  engage  them. 

The  imx>etuous  attack  of  our  friendly  Indians,  followed  by  the  vigor- 
ous charge  of  the  troops,  resulted  in  driving  the  Sioux  some  twelve 
miles  across  the  plains  between  Beaver  Creek  and  Milk  Biver,  compelling 
them  to  abandon  much  of  their  proi)erty.  When  near  old  Fort  Browning 
(an  abandoned  trading  post)  the  Sioux  made  a  stubborn  resistance,  and 
being  re-enforced,  for  a  time  pressed  the  small  command  from  all  sides. 
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Lieutenant  Glaxk  had,  however,  taken  up  a  strong  position,  and  as  the 
main  command  had  been  moved  forward  rapidly,  tikie  Sioux,  under  Sit- 
ting Bull,  fled  to  the  north  side  of  Milk  Biver  and  in  the  direction  of 
head  of  Little  Bocky  Greek,  leaving  eight  of  their  dead  behind  them. 

This  affair  was  followed  by  the  command  crossing  Milk  Biver  at  old 
Fort  Browning  and  moving  up  Frenchman's  Creek  west  of  the  trail  to 
the  only  ford  at  old  Fort  Tumney.  The  trail  was  then  followed  to  where 
it  crossed  the  Canadian  line  near  main  branch  of  Little  Bocky  Creek. 

On  July  23, 1879,  Major  Walsh,  of  the  Northwestern  Mounted  Police, 
visited  my  camp  immediately  south  of  the  line  and  was  informed  of  the 
object  of  our  movement  and  the  occasion  of  so  large  a  force  of  troops 
being  on  the,  boundary  line,  namely,  the  depredations  and  trespasses 
committed  by  Indians  from  the  Canadian  side  and  who  had  been  pur- 
sued to  that  point.  He  stated  that  he  believed  no  depredations  would 
be  committed  in  the  fiiture.  After  his  departure  the  commander  moved 
down  Rocky  Creek  to  head  of  timber. 

On  the  28th  of  July  Major  Walsh,  of  the  Northwestern  Mounted  Po- 
lice, came  to  my  camp  accompanied  by  a  representative  of  the  hostile 
Sioux,  named  Long  Dog,  an  XJncapapa,whohas  for  years  been  regarded 
as  a  man  of  much  influence  among  the  hostiles.  In  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion as  to  "  whether  the  Sioux  had  chosen  their  country,  and  on  which 
side  of  the  boundary  they  intended  to  remain  ?  "  turning  to  Major  Walsh 
he  said:  "We  intend  to  remain  with  him."  Majol*  Walsh  stated  they 
had  given  him  the  same  answer,  and  told  him  that  they  would  send  out 
no  more  war  parties.  He  also  assured  me  that  no  apprehension  need 
be  felt  that  any  hostile  movement  woi^ild  be  made  south  of  the  line.  I 
regarded  this  as  the  best  results  that  could  have  been  attained,  and  the 
assurance  worthy  of  confldence. 

I  am  gratified  to  say  that  up  to  the  present  time  the  promises  then  and 
there  given  have  been  rigidly  adhered  to.  Not  a  single  act  of  hostility  has 
been  committed,  or  a  dollar's  worth  of  property  stolen  by  those  Indians, 
to  my  knowledge. 

From  all  the  information  I  have  gathered  during  the  past  three  years 
from  reliable  men  who  have  been  frequently  through  their  camps,  from 
traders  and  half-breeds  as  well  as  from  American  and  Canadian  officers, 
the  strength  of  that  camp  numbers  between  6,000  and  8,000  souls,  with 
between  12,000  and  15,000  horses,  divided  into  four  large  camps;  the  Un- 
capapas,  under  Sitting  Bull,  Black  Moon,  Long  Dog,  and  Pretty  Bear; 
the  Minneconjoux,  under  Black  Eagle ;  the  Sans  Arcs,  under  Spotted 
'  Eagle,  and  Ogallallas,  under  Big  Boad  or  Broad  Trail. 

As  this  large  body  of  Sioux  is  composed  of  the  worst  Indians  of  the 
Northwest  country,  I  consider  the  fact  of  their  being  driven  out  and  their 
becoming  expatriated  by  their  own  acts  as  more  important  and  satisfac- 
tory than  would  have  been  their  unconditional  surrender.  This  country 
is  now  free  from  their  depredations,  we  avoid  the  expense  of  supplying 
them  with  food  and  clothing,  and  there  need  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping 
them  out  of  the  country  in  futui^e. 

After  the  above  liad  been  accomi)lished,  a  battalion  of  cavalry,  under 
I\[ajor  Baker,  was  dispatched  to  the  junction  of  Frenchman's  Creek  and 
]\lilk  liiver,  with  a  force  under  Lieutenant  Clark  well  out  to  the  west. 
Lieutenant  Randall,  Captain  Ovenshine,  and  Major  Gordon's  commands 
were  sent  east  to  Porcupine  and  Poplar  Creeks.  The  comuiaiids  in  one 
week  arrested  829  half-breeds,  who  were  intruders  upon  our  Indian  reser- 
vation. Their  cami)s  had  been  places  of  refuge  for  war  and  steal  ing  parties 
and  for  illegal  traffic.  Those  who  belonged  north  of  the  Canadian  line 
and  were  British  subjects,  together  with  a  small  camp  of  20  lodges  non- 
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treaty  Cree  Indians  from  the  Saskatchewan,  were  sent  north  of  the 
boundary  line ;  those  who  belonged  in  Northwestern  Dakota,  near  Moore- 
head  and  Turtle  Mountains,  were  sent  east  to  Fort  Buford ;  and  the  re- 
mainder— 158— sent  south  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  and  located  in  Judith 
Basin.  Those  sent  north  of  the  line  have  given  no  further  trouble. 
Those  sent  to  Judith  Basin  are  contented,  well  pleased  with  the  country, 
and  are  anxious  to  take  up  land,  make  themselves  homes,  and  abandon 
their  nomadic  life. 

Since  the  return  of  the  command  I  have  been  informed  that  a  part  of 
those  sent  to  Buford  were  liberated,  and  that  they  returned  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Poplar  Creek,  where  they  were  arrested.  I  regret  this ;  for  if 
they  are  allowed  to  trespass  upon  ground  from  which  every  Ameri- 
can citizen  or  British  subject  is  debarred,  this  camp  will  become  again 
the  nucleus  for  the  roaming  and  disaffected  bands,  as  well  as  a  place  of 
refuge  for  the  lawless. 

During  the  time  thus  occui)ied  information  had  been  sent  me  of  the 
escape  of  a  baud  of  Indians  under  Fast  Bull,  who  belonged  at  the  Lower 
Brul6  Agency ;  also  of  their  having  committed  depredations  near  the 
Black  HUls  and  the  Upper  Little  Missouri  in  their  movement  north  to 
join  Sitting  Bull's  camp.  To  intercept  this  body  of  Indians,  I  dispatched 
Colonel  Whistler  with  Ave  companies  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  with  one  light 
notchkiss  gun,  to  watch  the  crossing  of  the  Missouri  between  Wolf 
Point  and  Poplar  Creek.  This  movement  was  promptly  made,  and  his 
command  placed  at  available  points  along  the  river,  with  his  scouts  some 
60  miles  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri.  From  information  given  by 
them  and  some  friendly  Yanktonnai  Indians,  Colonel  Whistler  learned 
of  the  approach  of  the  band  to  the  Missouri  near  Poplar  Creek.  Making 
a  forced  march,  on  the  10th  of  August,  he  arrived  in  time  to  surprise  the 
band  just  as  they  had  crossed  the  Missouri  and  to  compel  their  surrender 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  or  horse. 

Fast  Bull's  band  numbered  67  men,  women,  and  children.  They  were 
disarmed  and  dismounted,  and  sent  down  the  Missouri  to  Fort  Lincoln 
by  steamer  General  Sherman. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  to  withdraw  the  command  from  the 
C/Ountry  north  of  the  Missouri,  the  command  marched  back  in  three  col- 
umns: that  under  Colonel  Whistler  from  Wolf  Point  to  Fort  Keogh: 
Major  Baker's  battalion  via  Fort  Peck  and  the  Big  Dry  Forks ;  ana 
Major  Gordon's  command  via  Beaver  and  Fourchette  Creeks  to  mouth  of 
Musselshell,  thence  up  that  valley  across  to  Terry's  Landing  to  Fort 
Custer. 

The  command  returned  in  excellent  order,  having  carried  out  to  the 
full  extent  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  orders  of  the  department  com- 
mander, and  accomplished  even  more  than  was  originally  contemplated. 

This  extensive  country  has  been  again  cleared  of  hostile  Indians,  and 
the  scattered  settlers  and  travelers  are  as  free  from  molestation  as  in 
the  States  of  Kansas  and  Minnesota. 

The  command  marched  upwards  of  1,000  miles,  a  great  part  of  the 
distance  over  new  country.  No  accurate  tracing  can  be  made  of  the 
marches,  which  might  be  useful  in  future,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
necessary  engineering  instruments,  which  were  with  my  command,  had 
been  taken  away  and  others  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  department 
engineer  officer. 

The  country  between  the  Yellowstone  and  the  Missouri  is  chiefly  roll- 
ing prairie,  occasionally  interrupted  with  tracts  of  "  mauvaises  terres  " 
or  bad  lands,  from  10  to  20  miles  in  extent.  There  is  very  little  timber^ 
and  in  i)laces  a  scarcity  of  water.    The  country  north  of  the  Missoun 
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i»  substantially  the  same,  but  well  watered,  and  with  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  bad  lands. 

The  country  near  the  Little  Eocky  and  Bear  Paw  Mountains  is  the 
finest  Indian  country  I  have  found  from  Texas  to  the  northern  bound- 
ary. Over  the  extensive  area  of  country  north  of  the  Missouri  and 
between  the  Missouri  and  Yellowstone  grass  was  found  in  abundance, 
and  the  soil  will  produce  every  kind  of  grain  as  well  as  vegetables. 
Major  Walsh,  of  the  !North  western  Mounted  Police,  has  product  excel- 
lent vegetables,  as  well  as  grain,  this  season  at  Wood  Mountains,  while 
the  In(Uans  at  Wolf  Point  and  Fort  Keogh  and  the  garrisons  at  Keogh 
and  Custer  have  excellent  gardens. 

No  section  of  country  alK)unding  in  such  pasturable  richness  can  be 
found  in  the  United  States.  The  horses,  mules,  and  cattle  keep  in  better 
condition  than  in  any  territory  that  I  have  ever  passed  over.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  a  commission  should  be  authorized  to  examine  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  in  this  section  of  country,  with  a  view  of  bettering 
their  condition  and  allowing  tliem  such  lands  as  will  be  required  for  their 
future.  A  few  thousand  Indians  at  present  roam  over  an  area  of  coun- 
try equal  in  extent  to  five  States  the  size  of  Pennsylvania.  What  is 
needed  for  the  Indians  should  be  given  them  and  the  remainder  thrown 
open  for  settlement.  Large  tracts  of  country  that  are  now  held  is  said 
to  have  been  reserved  through  the  influence  and  for  the  benefit  of  a  few 
unscrupulous  traders.  At  the  same  time  the  system  of  govenuneat  does 
not  tend  to  improve  the  Indians,  neither  are  their  annuities  suffitsient  to 
supply  their  necessities  or  of  a  kind  to  do  them  the  most  good. 

The  Bannock  Indians  that  were  captured  one  year  ago  have  been  held 
at  Fort  Keogh  and  recently  returned  to  Fort  Hall  Agency.  They  have 
not  given  the  least  trouble,  and  assert  that  the  only  cause  of  their  out- 
break was  the  fact  that  they  were  cheated  and  eitarved  at  their  agency. 

The  warriors  of  this  band  were  taken  with  the  command  and  used 
against  the  Sioux,  rendering  good  service.  They  are  an  active,  hardy 
mountain  race  of  Indians,  accustomed  to  the  high  altitudes  of  the  Bocky 
Mountains,  where,  if  they  are  justly  treated,  t£ey  would  support  them- 
selves and  remain  at  x>6ace. 

I  desire  to  invite  especial  attention  to  the  Indians  that  remain  at  Fort 
Eeogh.  Those  that  surrendered  and  were  captured  and  brought  to  this 
place  in  abject  poverty,  utterly  broken  down,  by  fair  treatment,  and 
without  annuities  or  appropriations  of  Congress,  have  supi>orted  them- 
selves. The  funds  realized  from  the  sale  of  ponies  surrendered  by  them 
have  given  them  a  good  herd  of  domestic  cattle,  and  by  their  own  indus- 
try they  have  cultivated  an  extensive  field,  and  will  this  season  raise  an 
abundance  of  vegetables,  sufficient  to  last  them  during  the  winter  and 
until  next  summer.  When  these  Indians  were  with  the  hostiles  they 
were  regarded  by  the  Sioux  as  the  most  active  and  bravest  Indians  on 
the  plains ;  but  since  their  surrender  they  have  become  perfectiy  loyal 
and  the  bitter  enemy  of  the  Sioux ;  they  have  proved  their  fidelity  with 
no  less  than  eight  different  expeditions  and  in  five  engagements,  and  in 
every  way  have  shown  a  desire  to  better  their  condition  and  remain  at 
peace  with  the  white  people.  They  are  exceedingly  usefal  auxiliaries 
as  scouts  and  in  picking  up  small  parties  of  hostile  Indians. 

The  importance  of  maintaining  a  strong  force  in  this  central  position 
I  think  has  been  very  apparent.  Large  posts  not  only  are  more  effective 
but  less  expensive. 

The  garrisons  from  these  two  posts  of  Custer  and  Keogh  are  not  only 
able  to  protect  all  the  government  property  and  interests,  but  to  pro- 
tect the  extensive  lines  of  travel  and  communication,  and  to  render  the 
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eastern  portion  of  Montana  untenable  for  hostile  Indians^  and  safe  for 
the  settlements  that  are  rapidly  dotting  the  country  in  every  direction ; 
besides,  the  keeping  of  large  commands  together  gives  better  opportunity 
for  instructive  drill  and  discipline  of  the  troops. 

I  inclose  report  of  Acting  Assist.  Surg.  B.  G.  Bedd,  regarding  Fort 
Keogh  and  its  suitableness  as  regards  health  for  a  large  military  estab- 
lishment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  and  Brevet  Major  General^  U.  8.  A. 

The  Assista:^t  Adjutant-General 

DEPARTlVrENT  OF  DAKOTA, 

Saint  JPaulj  Minn. 


5.— BEPOBT  OF  COL.  T.  H.  BUGEB. 

Hbadquabtees  District  of  Montana, 
Fort  A^sinaboine^  Mont^  September  23, 1879. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  as  district  commander,  annual  rei>ort 
as  foUows : 

Ebving  been  in  command  of  the  district  for  a  part  only  of  the  year, 
and  during  such  time  not  having,  in  consequence  of  duties  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  the  post  of  Fort  Assinaboine  requiring  my 
presence  here,  had  opportunity  to  visit  the  post  in  the  district ;  and  oper- 
ations of  the  troops  in  the  district  for  such  time  having  been  confined  to 
detachments  from  the  posts,  I  do  not  think  I  can  present  anything 
relative  to  the  duties  performed  by  the  troops  or  the  condition  of  paftic- 
uhur  posts  not  known  to  the  department  commander,  or  that  will  not  be 
embraced  in  the  direct  reports  submitted  by  commanders  of  posts,  and 
will  confine  this  report  principally  to  suggestions  of  a  general  nature. 

As  I  have  been  so  short  a  time  in  this  command  and  have  not  here  for 
reference  copies  of  reports  by  former  district  commanders,  nor  those  of 
the  department  comimander,  I  ask  indulgence  as  to  what  may  be  repeti- 
tion of  questions  before  presented  or  considered,  and  of  suggestions  as 
to  the  same. 

The  (Ganges  in  the  routes  of  travel,  the  settlement  of  country  about 
some  of  the  older  posts,  the  spreading  of  new  settlements,  the  approach 
towards,  and  probable  completion  within  a  short  time  to  points  within  the 
Tenitorylof  Montana  of  the  Northern  Pacific  and  Utah  Northern  Bailroads, 
and  the  difBculty  now  had  and  which  must  increase  for  the  Lidians  of 
the  various  tribes  within  the  territory  and  regions  adjacent,  in  procur- 
ing food  by  hunting,  will  require,  for  the  best  results  with  reference  to 
repression  of  Lidian  hostilities,  that  changes  take  place  in  the  location 
of  posts  and  distribution  of  garrisons.  This  matter  has,  I  know,  been 
a  subject  of  consideration,  and  I  allude  to  it,  mainly  because  I  think 
action  should  be  had  as  soon  as  practicable  with  a  view  to  assure  in 
due  time  control  of  results  in  so  far  as  the  functions  of  the  army  may  be 
concerned. 

Fort  Logan  seems  to  be  of  little  practical  value  and  might,  I  think 
be  discontinued. 

Fort  Shaw  is  now  of  secondary  importance,  but  is  still  necessary  for  a 
small  garrison. 

Ihere  does  not  seem  to  be  need  for  continuing  a  company  at  Benton. 
A  post  might,  with  much  advantage,  be  established  somewhere  in  the 
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vicinity  of  the  forks  of  the  MoscleshelL  It  would  serve  to  check  the 
raiding  of  small  parties  of  hostiles  throagh  the  country  to  the  west  of 
Fort  Gnster.  and  be  well  placed  with  reference  to  the  future  extension, 
westward  oi  the  North  Pacific  Eailroad. 

Work  on  the  new  post  of  Fort  Assinaboine  has  so  far  progressed  as 
to  provide  for  six  companies.  To  be  effective  for  the  purpose  of  its  es- 
tablishment this  post  should  be  for  a  command  large  enough  to  permit 
the  detachment  of  a  force  of  at  least  500  effective  men.  ISTot  less  than 
twelve  companies  would  afford  a  sufficient  garrison  for  the  object.  To 
complete  the  necessary  buildings  for  such  garrison  will  require  a  further 
appropriation  by  Congress  of  about  $125,000.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
the  appropriation  should  be  available  so  that  work  may  begin  the  com- 
ing spring  to  insure  completion  of  the  buildings  before  another  winter. 

If  it  were  practicable  to  establish  another  strong  post  about  midway 
l)etween  Fort  Assinaboine  and  Fort  Buford,  either  near  the  Missouri 
Eiver  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Milk  River,  complete  con- 
trol of  the  whole  country  north  of,  the  Missouri  would  result.  Consid- 
erable complaint  has  of  late  been  made  by  Indians  of  the  Fort  Belknap 
Agency  on  account  of  the  presence  on  this  side  of  the  boundary  of  In- 
dians other  than  the  Sioux,  belonging  north  of  the  line,  and  particularly 
in  reference  to  their  coming  in  future.  It  has,  as  I  am  informed,  been 
long  common  for  Indians  belonging  in  the  United  States,  particularly 
the  Piegans  and  Assinaboines,  and  for  the  Crees,  Bloods,  and  Black- 
feet,  belonging  in  the  Dominion,  to  cross  the  line  without  restraint  for 
purposes  of  visiting  and  hunting.  No  special  trouble  resulted  so  long 
as  game  was  abundant,  but  since  game  has  become  comparatively  scarce 
in  this  region  of  country,  both  north  and  south  of  the  boundary,  it  is 
evident  that  if  the  present  policy  of  requiring  Indians  belonging  on  our 
side  of  the  line  north  of  the  Missouri  to  subsist  themselves  as  far  as 
possible  by  hunting  is  to  be  continued,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prohibit 
the  crossing  of  considerable  parties  from  the  other  side.  Ko  additional 
authority  to  that  now  existing  is,  as  I  understand,  requisite  }  but  under 
the  circumstances  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  desirable  if  some 
agreement  could  be  had  with  the  authorities  of  the  Dominion  for  the 
object  of  confining  the  movements  of  Indians  to  their  proper  side  of  the 
boundary. 

Steps  have  been  taken,  I  learn,  by  the  Dominion  authorities  to  pro- 
vide more  than  heretofore  for  the  subsistence  of  Indians  in  places  where 
they  cannot  live  by  hunting.  From  inquiry  and  observation  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  means  heretofore  supplied  the  Indian  agent  at  Fort 
Belknap  will  not  be  sufficient  in  any  event  for  the  future.  It  cannot  be 
reasonably  expected  that  any  great  progress  will  for  some  years  be  made 
by  the  Indians  attached  to  the  agency  towards  self-suppoi:t,  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  and  unless  more  ample  provision  shall  be 
made  to  meet  their  necessities  they  will  be  reduced  to  great  straits,  and 
probably  resort  to  depredations. 

The  present  condition  of  things  Velative  to  the  supply  of  the  posts 
dependent  on  transportation  by  the  Missouri  River  shows  the  necessity 
for  remedial  action.  The  greater  part  of  the  supplies  are  still  back,  it 
h.aving  been  impossible  for  boats  to  bring  any  considerable  quantity  of 
freight  shipped  from  points  below  above  Cow  Island,  since  the  time 
when  piirchases  on  account  of  the  present  fiscal  year  have  been  made. 
Besides  the  great  inconvenience  resulting,  much  unnecessary  expense  is 
involved.  The  only  adequate  remedy,  and  which  would  provide  for  the 
contingency  of  ai)pVopriation  by  Congress,  as  in  the  present  case,  late  in 
one  fiscal  year  for  the  next,  seems  to  be  the  exercise  by  Congress  of  the 
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constitational  power  of  providing,  in  part,  a  year  in  advance  for  the 
necessitieB  of  tiie  Subsistence  Department,  at  least 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  EUGEB, 
Colonel  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry j  (Jomma/nding, 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  op  Dakota. 

Saint  Pauly  Minn. 


6.— EEPOET  OF  BRIG.  GEN.  GEORGE  CROOK. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Fort  (hnahtty  Nebr.,  September  27, 1879. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  annual  report  the  outbreak  of  the  Cheyenne  In- 
dians from  their  reservation  in  Indian  Territory,  coming  as  it  did  at  a 
time  when  the  main  portion  of  the  command  was  In  the  field  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  department  watching  for  prowling  bands  of  Sioux, 
occasioned  serious  trouble  and  danger  to  the  settlements  in  Western 
Nebraska.  Every  available  man  was  at  once  dispatched  to  intercept 
them  or  drive  them  back. 

The  exx>editions  commanded  by  Majors  Thomburgh  and  Carlton  did 
faithful  and  arduous  work  and  met  with  as  much  success  as  might  be 
expected  in  the  pursuit  of  savages  resolved  at  all  hazards  to  escax>e,  and 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  feature  of  the  country.  These  Indians 
were  entirely  unencumbered  with  baggage,  were  well  mounted,  and 
stealing  fresh  horses  from  every  stock  ranch ;  and  to  catch  them  would 
be  as  hard  a  task  as  to  catch  a  flock  of  frightened  crows. 

On  the  23d  October  the  greater  part  of  the  Cheyennes  were  met  by 
Major  Carlton's  command  in  the  sand  hills  about  40  miles  southeast  of 
Camp  Sheridan,  Nebraska,  and  after  a  parley  surrendered.  They  said 
that  they  had  left  the  Indian  Territory  on  account  of  chills  and  fever 
and  an  insufficiency  of  food,  and  manifested  a  determination  to  die 
rather  than  be  sent  back,  although  they  said  they  would  gladly  remain 
at  peace  with  the  whites  if  allowed  to  live  in  a  healthy  locality  and 
treated  with  honesty  and  justice ;  and  I  am  satisfied  they  never  would 
have  surrendered  had  they  not  thought  that  they  would  have  been  per- 
mitted to  remain  north.  They  adhered  so  firmly  to  their  statements 
that  it  was  impossible  not  to  believe  that  there  must  have  been  some 
good  grounds  for  their  leaving  the  Indian  Territory. 

Among  these  Cheyenne  Indians  were  some  of  the  bravest  and  most 
efficient  of  the  auxiliaries  who  had  acted  under  General  Mackenzie  and 
myself  in  the  campaign  against  the  hostile  Sioux  in  1876  and  1877,  and 
and  I  still  preserve  a  grateful  remembrance  of  their  distiuguished  services 
which  the  government  seems  to  have  forgotten. 

In  the  arduous  labor  involved  in  the  pursuit  of  these  Cheyennes,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  speak  in  terms  of  warm  commendation  of  the  serv- 
ices rendered  by  the  commands  of  Majors  Thomburgh  and  Carlton 
and  that  under  Colonel  Tilford,  Seventh  Cavalry,  from  the  Department 
of  Dakota,  operating  within  the  limits  of  this  department. 

The  captured  Cheyennes  were  taken  to  Fort  Eobinson,  Nebr.,  and 
there  confined  in  a  set  of  company  quarters.  They  repeated  their  ex- 
pressions of  desire  to  live  at  peace  with  our  people,  but  said  they  would 
kill  themselves  sooner  than  be  taken  back  to  the  Indian  Territory. 
These  statements  were  confirmed  by  Red  Cloud  and  other  friendly  Sioux 
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chiefe,  who  aasmed  us  that  the  Cheyennes  had  left  their  reservatioa  in 
the  Indian  Territory  to  avoid  fever  and  starvation,  and  that  they  would 
die,  to  the  last  maD,  woman,  and  child,  before  they  ooold  be  taken  from 
the  quarters  in  which  they  were  confined.  All  this  information  was 
promptly  reported  to  higher  authority,  and  instmctioiis  urgently  re- 
quested ;  but  no  action  was  taken  until  the  very  last  days  of  December, 
when  orders  were  received  to  remove  tiiem  south.  At  this  time  the 
thermometer  at  Fort  Bobinson  showed  a  range  of  from  zero  down  to 
nearly  4CP  below  (the  freezing  point  of  mercury).  The  captives  were 
without  adequate  clothing,  and  no  provision  had  been  made  to  supply- 
it  until  very  late  in  the  season,  which  occasioned  a  further  delay  until 
the  beginning  of  January. 

The  Cheyennes  had  now  become  satisfied  that  their  complaints  would 
not  be  considered,  and  the  situation  of  affairs  became  desperate.  They 
demanded  several  times  to  be  informed  whether  or  not  they  were  to  be 
taken  back  south  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  reiterated  their  determi- 
nation to  die  rather  than  leave  the  post  of  Fort  Bobinson.  Two  or  three 
of  their  party  were  anxious  to  yield,  but  their  comrades  threatened  their 
lives  if  they  made  any  attempt  to  leave  the  building.  Every  argument 
failed;  every  persuasion  was  tried.  To  have  entered  the  building  to 
seize  the  ringleaders  would  have  been  the  signal  for  the  commenoement 
of  a  fearful  and  unnecessary  carnage ;  the  Indians  had  dug  rifle-pits 
commanding  all  entrances,  and  were  supplied  with  knives  and  slings, 
made  by  breaking  the  stoves  in  their  quarters.  Having  tried  ever^'- 
means  in  his  power  and  failed,  and  there  being  no  change  in  the  orders 
from  Washington,  Captain  Wessells,  the  officer  in  charge,  had  no  alter- 
native but  a  resort  to  harsh  measures.  He  made  overtures  to  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  to  let  the  women  and  children  come  out  from  the  build- 
ing, so  that  they  might  not  sufier  in  any  conflict  that  might  arise ;  but 
the  Indians  defiantly  rejected  every  attempt  at  compromise,  saying 
*'  We'll  all  die  here  together  sooner  than  be  sent  south.'' 

Captain  Wessells  then  stopped  the  issue  of  food  and  fiiel,  hoping  to 
bring  them  more  speedily  to  terms.  I  may  say  here  that  this  measure, 
criticised  by  the  rules  ibr  the  theoretical  management  of  Indians,  seems 
to  have  been  a  severe  one ;  but  I  ask,  and  I  claim  to  have  had  as  much 
experience  in  the  management  of  Indian  tribes  as  any  man  in  this  coun- 
try', what  alternative  could  have  been  adopted !  During  the  twenty- 
seven  years  of  my  experience  with  the  Indian  question,  I  have  never 
known  a  band  of  Indians  to  make  peace  with  our  government  and  then 
break  it,  or  leave  their  reservation,  without  some  ground  of  complaint; 
but  until  their  complaints  are  examined  and  adjusted,  they  will  con- 
stantly give  annoyance  and  trouble. 

In  the  present  case,  the  Cheyennes  claimed  that  they  had  been  wronged, 
and  had  become  as  desperate  as  a  pack  of  wolves.  The  Army  had  orders 
to  take  them  back  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  had  no  option  in  the  mat- 
ter. It  seems  to  nie  to  have  been,  to  say  the  least,  a  very  unnecessary 
exercise  of  power  to  insist  upon  this  particular  portion  of  the  band  going 
back  to  their  former  reservation,  while  the  other  fi-agments  of  the  same 
band,  which  sunendered  to  the  troops  on  the  Yellowstone  or  escaped  to  the 
Red  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  Reservations,  had  been  allowed  to  remain 
noith  unmolested,  more  especially  since  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  latter  were  the  principal  actors  in  the  outrages  perpeti^ated  in 
Kansas,  and  know  that  they  murdered  several  persons  since  the  sur- 
render of  those  confined  at  Fort  Robinson. 

About  the  dead  of  night,  on  the  9th  of  January,  the  Cheyennes  made 
a  sudden  break  through  the  windows  and  doors  of  their  place  of  con- 


GENERAL   OF   THE   ARMY.  79 

finement,  shooting  down  the  sentinels  with  arms  they  had  managed  to 
obtain,  and  possessing  themselyes,  in  addition,  of  t^e  carbines  and  ce- 
Tolvers  of  the  sc^diers  killed.  After  this  they  moved  in  one  compaet 
mass  toward  the  high  blufEs  back  of  the  post,  fighting  desperately  all 
the  while,  women  with  men.  It  was  impossible,  in  the  darkness,  cokL, 
excitement.,  and  confhsion,  to  avoid  the  deplorable  results  that  might 
be  expected.  A  number  of  the  squaws  were  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  affray,  although  officers  and  men  used  every  care  to  capture,  where 
possible,  without  inflicting  injuries,  and  a  number  of  our  men  froze 
hands  and  feet  while  taking  women  and  children  back  to  the  post. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  more  at  length  into  this  subject,  as  the  re- 
ports, telegrams,  and  letters  already  in  your  office  are  complete  and 
voluminous. 

At  present,  i^airs  in  the  department  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, the  only  trouble  being  with  the  Utes  of  the  White  River  Agency, 
Colorado  (to  which  point  troops  from  this  department  have  just  been 
sent),  and  which  trouble  I  hope  may  soon  be  adjusted. 

The  rapid  construction  of  branches  in  Utah,  Idaho,  and  Nebraska  by 
the  Union  Pacific  Eailroadis  doing  much  to  reduce  expenditures  by  les- 
sening freight  charges,  and  giving  greater  facilities  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops. 

The  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  various  staff  departments  contain  ac- 
curate and  complete  information  as  to  their  workings.  I  invite  atten- 
tion to  the  various  suggestions  made,  especially  that  by  Ccdonel  Boyail, 
inspector-general,  about  commissary  sergeants,  that  of  Captain  Stanton, 
engineer  officer,  about  furnishing  an  annual  allowance  of  $3,000  fw  the 
expenses  of  surveys  in  this  department,  and  that  of  Major  Bumham, 
judge-advocate,  that  he  should  be  supplied  with  books  of  authority  upon 
the  various  subjects  coming  witMn  the  scope  of  his  duties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier  Oeneral^  Com/manding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Military  Division  of  the  Missoitei, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 


7.— REPORT  OF  BRIG.  GEN.  JOHN  POPE. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenvcartk,  Kans.j  October  3, 1879. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  afhirs 
in  this  department  for  the  past  year: 

INDIANS. 

The  band  of  Northern  Cheyennes,  which  at  the  date  of  my  last  report 
had  broken  away  from  their  agency  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  were  on 
their  way  north,  succeeded  in  effecting  their  escape  firom  this  depart- 
ment and  crossing  the  Platte  River.  It  is  not  necessary  to  set  forth  the 
reasons  for  their  escape.  The  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial  on 
some  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  pursuit  have  sufficiently  set  forth  the 
facts  for  any  purposes  of  the  government. 

Part  of  this  band  was  surrounded  and  captured  in  Nebraska  and  con- 
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fined  at  Gamp  Robinson,  from  which  jMwt  they  attempted  to  escape  and 
the  larger  i>art  of  [them  were  killed.  The  small  fragment  leit  was 
sent  back  to  this  department,  and  all  the  men  (seven  in  number)  were 
by  order  of  the  War  Department  tnmed  over  to  the  State  anthoritieB  of 
Kansas  for  trial,  having  been  first  identified  as  participants  in  the  mur- 
ders committed  by  the  band  within  the  limits  of  the  State.  Thesy  are 
still  in  confinement  at  the  State  prison,  and  it  is  understood  will  be  tried 
in  October. 

The  remainder  of  the  Northern  Cheyennes  at  the  agency  in  the  In- 
dian Territory  have  been  very  restless  and  discontented  for  a  long  time, 
and,  under  Little  Chief,  are,  in  my  opinion,  ready  at  any  fiftvorable  time 
to  break  away  to  the  north.  I  do  not  consider  their  feeling  or  status  at 
all  satisfactory,  and  I  am  omitting  no  precautions  which  I  have  the 
right  to  take  to  provide  against  an  outbreak.  The  force  of  cavalry  in 
this  department  is  wholly  inadequate  for  anything  like  complete  secur- 
ity against  tiie  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory.  I  have  repeatedly 
urged  an  increase  of  cavalry  force,  and  stated  in  full  the  necessities  of 
the  case,  but  thus  far  it  has  b^n  found  impracticable  to  furnish  it. 

I  do  not  believe,  from  the  official  information  I  have  on  the  subject, 
that  the  removal  of  the  Gomanches  and  Kiowas  from  the  Sill  Reserva- 
tion to  the  Wichita  Keservation  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  IndiaJis  or 
beneficial  to  the  public  interests.  K,  however,  the  In^an  Department 
be  held  responsible  for  the  consequences,  I  shall  have  nothing  to  say, 
but  I  do  most  respectfolly  submit  that,  as  the  military  authorities  have 
opposed  this  removal  to  the  full  extent  of  official  propriety  and  for 
reasons  which  appear  to  them  sufficient,  they  should  in  no  sense  be 
blamed  for  any  evil  results  that  may  follow  the  removid. 

The  bands  of  outlaws  and  horse  thieves  who  have  always  infested  the 
Indian  Territory  have  of  late  greatly  increased  in  numbers  and  bold- 
ness, and,  under  the  orders  of  l^e  War  Department,  I  have  three  cav- 
alry companies  scouting  the  eastern  part  of  the  Territory  to  hunt  them 
down  if  possible.  Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  region,  however,  are 
in  such  a  state  of  terror  of  these  outlaws,  that  no  information  concern- 
ing these  bands,  or  individuals  of  them,  can  be  procured  from  them, 
and  the  troops  will  have  a  long  and  difficult  task  before  them. 

INVASION  OF  INDIAN  TEBBITOBY. 

During  last  spring  there  was  some  excitement  (much  more  in  the  East 
than  here)  about  a  proposed  invasion  of  the  Indian  Territory  for  occu- 
pation and  settlement.  Misled  by  absurd  notices  and  proclamations  put 
forth  by  a  man  named  Carpenter,  a  good  many  honest  and  worthy  peo- 
ple did  begin  to  move  south  for  the  purpose  of  entering  upon  the  lands 
in  the  Territory  under  the  belief  that  they  had  a  legSi  right  to  do  so ; 
but  in  every  case^  when  properly  notified  that  they  would  violate  the 
law  by  such  a  movement,  those  of  them  who  had  entered  tiie  Territory 
returned,  and  those  who  had  not  reached  the  line  turned  back.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  whole  excitement  was  created  for  certain  local  in- 
terests not  worth  while  to  set  forth,  and  was  stimulated  by  parties 
interested  for  purely  speculative  purposes.  The  whole  affair  faded  out 
as  soon  as  the  purposes  of  the  government  were  known,  and  it  was 
made  manifest  that  the  proceeding  would  be  arrested  by  force  if  neces- 
sary. Some  infantry  force  is  still  kept  at  points  along  the  northern  line 
of  the  Territory,  but  as  there  is  no  likelihood  that  further  movements 
into  the  Territory  will  be  made  this  winter,  it  is  i)robable  that  this  sm^l 
force  can  be  withdrawn  for  the  winter  very  soon.    It  is,  however,  not 
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improper  to  say  that  as  the  whole  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Indian 
Territory  constitutes  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  and  pastoral  districts 
of  the  country,  is  a  most  attractive  region  to  the  white  emigrant,  and  is 
only  sparsely  occupied  by  tribes  of  Indians  who  make  little  use  of  its 
productive  capacity,  the  government  must  expect  and  in  my  opinion 
should  be  prepared  to  meet  greater  difficulty  every  year  in  preserving 
it  to  the  occupation  of  the  Lidian  tribes.  This  section  will  support, 
when  properly  cultivated,  some  millions  of  civilized  people,  and  greatly 
add  to  the  productive  wealth  of  the  country.  That  it  Js  coveted  by  peo- 
ple desiring  to  emigrate  from  all  parts  of  the  West  is  beyond  question, 
and  it  is  equally  certain  that  every  means  will  be  resorted  to  to  acquire 
a  foothold  in  it  and  its  virtual  possession  by  the  whites.  To  illustrate 
its  great  area,  and  the  very  insignificant  manner  in  which  it  is  now  occu- 
pied, I  submit,  inclosed,  a  tabular  statement  showing  the  area  occupied 
by  the  Indians,  who  make  little  if  any  use  of  the  soil,  and  a  comparison 
in  that  respect  with  the  populous  States  east  of  it.  To  hold  it  in  secure 
and  unmolested  possession  of  the  Indian  tribes  now  there  will  require 
a  larger  force  every  year,  and  before  long  a  continuous  cordon  of  posts 
near  together  and  entirely  surrounding  it.  I  merely  set  forth  the  situa- 
tion as  it  is  that  the  government  may  be  prepared  for  increasing  de- 
mands for  the  protection  of  the  Indian  Territory  against  emigration  of 
the  whites  and  a  constantly  increasing  military  force  to  that  end. 

THE  XJTES. 

The  state  of  affairs  in  Western  Colorado  has  now  reached  a  condition 
when  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  leave  the  Uto  Indians  where  they  are, 
without  constant  collision  and  outrage  on  both  the  part  of  the  whites 
and  Indians.  Not  only  is  the  great  Ute  reservation  in  Southwest  Colo- 
rado a  valuable  agricultural  district,  and  quite  essential  to  the  support 
of  the  large  population  pouring  into  that  region,  but  valuable  mines, 
said  to  be  much  like  those  at  Leadville,  have  been  discovered  on  the 
Gunnison  River,  within  the  limits  of  the  Ute  reservation.  It  is  easy  to 
anticipate  the  result  of  leaving  these  Indians  in  occupation  of  valuable 
mineral  and  agricultural  lauds  in  a  section  of  country  into  which  white 
emigration  is  pouring  with  its  usual  energy,  and  which  presents  attrac- 
tions wholly  irresistible  to  the  white  emigrants  of  this  country.  What- 
ever effort  the  government  shall  make  with  the  military  force  to  arrest 
this  movement  into  the  valuable  mining  districts  within  the  Ute  reser- 
vation, must  be,  to  a  large  degree,  futile,  and  beyond  doubt  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  government  as  well  as  of  the  State  of  Colorado. 
The  relations  between  the  Indians  and  whites  under  such  circumstan- 
ces is  certain  to  lead  to  numerous  acts  of  violence  and  wrong,  commit- 
ted by  both  sides,  and  wholly  incapable  of  redress.  The  consequences 
of  such  a  condition  of  affairs  nearly  always  fall  upon  the  innocent  and 
helpless ;  both  red  and  white  people  suffer  alike  in^such  an  environment. 

The  time  has  certainly  come,  in  the  case  of  the  tJtes,  when  the  safety 
of  both  Indians  and  whites  demands  some  change  of  location  for  the 
Indian  to  lands  which  offer  no  such  temptation  to  the  whites.  The 
agricultural  and  rich  mineral  lands  embraced  within  the  present  Ute 
reservation  are  of  no  value  to  -the  Indian.  He  neither  mines,  nor,  to 
any  appreciable  extent,  farms,  and  a  country  abounding  in  game  and 
grazing,  and  in  every  way  suited  to  his  simple  life,  would  be  far  better  for 
him  and  far  more  secure  to  his  possession.  Thoroughly  impressed  with 
these  opinions,  I  invited  the  attention  of  the  government,  long  since,  to 
the  propriety,  indeed  the  necessity,  of  removing  the  Utes  outside  oi  the 
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State  of  Colorado,  and  of  consolidating  their  agencies  and  reservations 
into  one,  to  be  located  on  the  headwaters  of  the  West  Fork  of  the  Ghama 
and  along  the  valley  of  tlie  Navajo  River.  That  country  is  folly  described 
in  my  annual  report  of  last  year,  and  is  perfectly  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  Indians.  It  was  proposed,  in  the  same  connection,  to  establish 
a  considerable  military  force  at  Pagosa  Springs,  on  the  flank  of  this  res- 
ervation, to  prevent  trouble  from  or  with  the  Indians,  and  an  appropria- 
tion was  made  last  winter  for  this  purpose ;  but  I  do  not  consider  it 
advisable  to  build  the  post  until  it  is  certain  that  the  Indians  will  be 
thus  removed.  Two  companies  of  infantry  are  now  in  cantonment  at 
Pagosa  and  will  remain  there  this  winter. 

A  commission  to  treat  with  the  XJtes  in  this  view  was  sent  out  last 
year,  and  an  agreement  was  made  with  the  southern  bands  (who  at  pres- 
ent are  the  only  Indians  with  whom  the  trouble  indicated  is  likely)  to 
remove  to  a  new  reservation  which  the  commission  marked  out  in  the 
southern  part  of  Colorado.  This  agreement  has  not  yet  been  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  and,  before  such  ratification  is  made,  I  wish  to  suggest,  as 
forcibly  as  I  may,  that  the  reservation  set  out  by  the  commission  is  in 
my  opinion  faulty  in  several  important  respects.  In  the  first  place,  I 
consider  it  essential  to  peace  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  Indians,  as  well 
as  the  interests  of  the  government  and  the  State,  that  this  new  reserva- 
tion be,  if  possible,  outside  of  the  State  of  Colorado.  Aside  from  every 
other  consideration  which  might  be  advanced,  the  public  mind  in  Colo- 
rado is  greatly  excited  on  this  subject,  and  imperatively  demands  (and 
I  believe  wisely  demands)  the  removal  of  these  Indians  to  some  locality 
outside  of  the  State,  a  feeling  which  is  entitled  to  very  high  considera- 
tion; 2d,  the  reservation,  as  marked  out  by  the  commission,  lies  across 
the  roads  leading  from  the  east  and  south  into  Southwest  Colorado,  so 
that  all  travel  in  that  dii^ection  must  pass  directly  through  the  Indian 
lands.  Of  course  such  an  arrangement  is  unfortunate  alike  to  whites 
and  Indians,  and  is  sure  to  lead  to  frequent  collisions  and  incurable  dis- 
content on  all  sides;  and  3d,  the  agreement  does  not  include  the  White 
River  band  of  Utes. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  map  showing  in  red  the  boundaries  of  the  new 
reservation  as  proposed  by  tlie  commission,  and  in  bltie  the  boundaries 
I  propose,  and  which  seem  to  me  to  cover  the  necessities  much  better. 
I  hope  sincerely  on  every  account  that  in  acting  upon  the  agreement  of 
last  year  between  the  Utes  and  the  commission  to  treat  with  them,  the 
lines  of  their  new  reservation  as  suggested  by  me  will  be  adopted  in 
preference  to  those  proposed  by  the  commission.  Early  attention  should 
be  given  to  this  subject,  as  the  relations  between  the  emigrants  and  the 
Indians  are  becoming  every  day  more  critical,  and  although  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  such  thing  as  a  general  war  is  at  all  likely,  yet  it  is 
quite  out  of  the  question  that  things  can  be  left  long  as  they  are  with- 
out serious  troubles  and  collisions,  leading  at  times  S)  loss  of  life. 

THE  APACHES. 

The  Apaches  in  Southern  Ifew  Mexico  and  Arizona  are  much  as  they 
have  been,  and  probably  will  continue  to  be  until  removed  entirely  from 
that  region.  They  are  a  squalid,  untrustworthy  people,  robbers  and 
thieves  by  nature^nd  with  less  form  of  government  than  any  Indians 
in  this  country.  They  continue  to  break  out  from  time  to  time  in  small 
parties  or  individually^  and  rob  and  steal  in  a  small  but  very  irritating 
way.  It  is  about  as  difficult  to  "watch  them  as  it  is  a  thief  in  one  of  our 
great  cities.    They  require  to  be  hunted  down  by  small  detachments 
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over  a  large  region  of  country,  and  give  the  t^ops  more  hard  service 
and  the  government  more  expense  than  tribes  ten  times  more  formidable 
both  in  numbers  and  warUke  capacity. 

It  is  not  possible  to  go  into  details  about  the  doings  of  these  Indians 
or  the  operations  of  the  troops  against  them  without  extending  this 
report  beyond  reasonable  limits.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  they 
have  not  done  much  harm,  except  in  a  small  way,  and  that  the  troops 
are  in  the  field  most  of  the  time  to  prevent  this.  The  Mescalero  Agency, 
near  Fort  Stanton,  serves  at  present  a  very  good  purpose  in  famishing 
a  convenient  and  satisfactory  scapegoat  for  all  Indian,  or  supposed 
Indian,  troubles  which  occur  anywhere  in  Western  Texas.  I  venture, 
however,  in  the  case  of  this  Indian  reservation,  to  express  the  very  con- 
fident belief  that  the  cause  is  wholly  inadequate  to  the  disease,  and  that 
no  more  raiding  of  any  kind  is  done  from  the  Stanton  reservation  than 
from  any  other  Indian  reservation  in  the  country.  I  trust  that,  as  soon 
as  the  necessities  of  the  case  elsewhere  will  admit  of  it,  the  Indian  reser- 
vation near  Fort  Stanton  may  be  petrmitted  to  return  to  its  original 
obscurity  and  insignificance. 

MILITARY  POSTS. 

The  military  posts  in  this  department  are  generally  in  good  condition 
Some  of  them,  by  reason  of  changed  circumstances,  no  longer  fulfill  any 
important  military  object  beyond  the  shelter  of  troops,  and  could  be 
dispensed  with  if  accommodations  for  their  garrison  could  be  had  else- 
where. Lamed,  Hays,  and  Lyon  are  no  longer  needed  for  military 
defense  of  the  frontier,  although  the  troops  now  occupying  them  are  at 
times  entirely  necessary  for  this  service.  The  posts  themselves  are  out 
of  position  for  prompt  use  in  any  prospective  troubles  with  Indians ;  so 
far  out  of  place  that  it  is  not  easy  to  use  their  garrisons  at  points  where 
the  only  Indian  troubles  are  at  all  likely  to  occur  in  the  future.  One 
important  and  well-located  point  in  Western  Kansas  only  is  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  that  frontier,  which,  if  well  garrisoned  by  an 
effective  force,  would  accomplish,  and  accomplish  far  better  and  more 
economically,  the  objects  for  which  the  four  posts  of  Lyon,  Wallace, 
Hays,  and  Lamed  were  established.  That  point  is  Fort  Wallace,  which 
commands  all  the  routes  traveled  by  Indians  to  and  from  the  Indian 
Territory  in  the  soutlj  and  the  Indian  reservations  north  of  the  Platte. 
A  glance  at  the  position  of  this  post  and  the  trails  leading  near  it  will 
show  this  fact. 

I  desire,  therefore,  to  build  at  Wallace  quarters  for  at  least  six  com- 
panies, four  of  cavalry  and  two  of  infantry.  It  is  now  garrisoned  by  only 
two  companies  of  infantry.  By  removing  the  buildings  from  Hays  to  Wal- 
lace, ample  shelter  for  this  force  can  be  provided  at  Wallace,  and  with 
small  expense.  I  ask  authority  to  do  this  with  the  troops,  and  that  a 
small  sum,  which  I  will  indicate  hereafter  a8  we  may  find  it  necessary, 
be  allowed  for  this  purpose. 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  building  a  four-company  post  at  El 
Paso,  Texas,  already  named  Fort  Bliss,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  It  will  be  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  whole  cost  of  the 
post  under  the  contracts  wiD  be  within  the  sum  appropriated  by  Congress 
for  the  purpose. 

Concerning  Fort  Lewis,  to  be  built  near  Pagosa  Springs,  Colorado,  I 
have  afready  said  enough.  The  construction*  of  it  ought  not,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  begun  until  the  location  of  the  Ute  Indians  be  settled 
definitely,  which  probably  can  be  done  by  the  1st  of  March  next. 
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During  last  winter  it  became  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Kansas 
frontier  to  establish  a  cantonment  in  the  Indian  Territory  on  the  North 
Fork  of  the  Canadian,  between  Fort  Supply  and  Fort  Reno.  It  is  now 
occupied  by  six  companies  of  infantry  (one  mounted),  and  has  served 
and  will  serve  as  an  almost  complete  check  to  any  movements  of  the 
Indians  in  that  region  tow^uxL  the  north.  The  troops  have  hutted  them- 
selves, and  will  get  along  without  suffering  this  winter,  but  as  this 
cantonment  will  be  needed  and  more  needed  every  year,  as  well  for  the 
protection  of  the  Indmn  Territory  against  white  invasion  as  for  the 
security  of  the  Kansas  frontier  against  Indians,  I  ask  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $60,000  be  requested  this  winter  to  build  a  permanent  post. 
Whatever  may  be  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  future,  it  is 
quite  certain  that  this  post  will  be  needed  to  maintaiQ  them  in  posses- 
sion of  their  lands,  and  to  protect  them  against  broils  and  difficulties 
with  the  whites,  both  respectable  persons  and  outlaws. 

At  Fort  Leavenworth  new  barracks  are  needed,  and  have  been  needed 
for  a  long  time.  The  old  frame  barracks  built  here  many  years  ago  are 
rotting  and  becoming  dangerous  to  live  in,  as  well  as  being  a  very  im- 
perfect shelter  for  troops.  They  will  not  stand  much  longer  and  should 
be  replaced  by  substantial  buildings  of  brick.  I  ask  thirty  thousand 
dollars  for  this  purpose. 

TROOPS. 

The  troops  in  this  department  are  generally  in  good  condition  as  to 
discipline  and  efficiency.  The  constant  work  imi>osed  on  them  both  as 
laborers  and  soldiers  in  the  field  leaves  little  of  the  time  possessed  by 
more  favored  arms  of  service  for  dnlls  or  other  military  exercises.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  and  indeed  always  has  been  hoped,  since  I  have  been  in  the 
service,  that  for  the  interests  of  the  government  and  the  condition  and 
efficiency  of  the  Army,  no  work  as  laborers,  mechanics,  wagon  drivers, 
or  other  such  duties  be  imposed  on  soldiers,  and  that  all  such  labor  be 
performed  by  persons  enlisted  or  hired  for  this  service.  It  is  scarcely 
now  to  be  expected  that  such  a  hope  will  ever  be  fulfilled,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  soldier  can  be  relieved  from  much  of  the  labor  in  this  di- 
rection now  imposed  on  him  by  increasing  the  appropriations  for  such 
service,  even  if  it  be  necessary  in  consequence  to  decrease  them  for  other 
necessities.  These  remarks  are  specially  applicable  to  the  regiments 
serving  in  iN'ew  Mexico,  which  are  either  in  the  field  or  engaged  in  labor 
in  no  resi^ct  suitable  to  military  efficiency  for  a  great  part  of  the  time. 

I  consider  it  advisable  in  all  respects  that  from  time  to  time  tiie  regi- 
ments in  this  department  should  be  brought  in  to  some'  such  i>ost  as 
this,  where  a  large  number  of  the  companies  can  be  concentrated  for  pur- 
poses of  discipline  and  instruction.  This  post  is  specially  adapted  to 
this  purpose,  and  is,  besides,  a  convenient  place  for  a  reserve  force,  to 
be  used  to  supply  sudden  demands  for  troops  both  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory and  in  Western  Kansas  or  elsewhere.  This  exchange  of  regiments 
in  turn  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  condition  and  mo- 
rale of  the  troops,  and  is  entirely  practicable  and  safe  with  the  means  of 
communication  and  transportation  at  command. 

MEXICAN  BORDER. 

Two  years  ago  when  the  difficulties  concerning  the  ownership  of  cer- 
tain salt  lakes  near  El  Paso,  in  Northwestern  Texas,  occurred,  that  part 
of  the  Department  of  Texas  embraced  within  the  field  of  trouble  was 
transferred  to  this  Military  Department,  and  a  force  was  sent  from  'Sew 
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Mexico  which  quieted  the  oommotion  and  has  maintained  the  peace  since 
in  that  region.  Mnch  complaint  has  been  made  from  Texas,  Kew  Mex- 
ico, and  Arizona  of  the  incursions  of  Indians  from  Mexico  into  those 
sections  of  the  country,  and  counter  representations  have  been  made  by  the 
Mexican  minister  to  this  country  of  the  same  character,  and  charging  the 
same  offenses  upon  Indians  and  whites  from  the  United  States.  There 
is  nodoubt  some  truth  in  both  statements,  but  I  think  not  to  the  extent 
claimed  by  either  party.  Along  a  very  sparsely  settled  frontier  between 
foreign  nations,  especially  along  such  a  frontier  as  this,  there  must  of 
necessity  always  be  found  outlaws  and  thieves — red  and  white — who 
make  use  of  the  shelter  of  both  countries  for  plying  their  vocation  in 
safety.  There  would  seem  to  be  no  sufficient  remedy  for  this  state  of 
things,  unless  permission  be  given  for  the  troops  of  one  country  to  pur- 
sue such  marauders  into  the  other.  If  hot  pursuit  must  cease  the  mo- 
ment the  boundary  line  is  reached,  it  is  useless  to  expect  effectual  results. 
It  is  not  possible,  with  any  such  force  as  can  be  furnished,  to  watch  every 
point  on  this  long  frontier,  so  as  to  prevent  this  sort  of  raiding,  and  al- 
though the  limited  force  for  this  purpose  is  employed  actively  and  un- 
ceasingly, more  or  less  of  these  things  must,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
happen.  I  consider  it  very  unfortunate,  in  this  view,  that  certain  of  our 
Indian  reservations  have  been  located  so  near  to  this  frontier.  It  has 
been  found,  and  I  believe  is,  impossible  to  keep  all  the  men  of  an  Indian 
reservation  upon  it^  when  all  are  armed  and  mounted,  and  when  robbery 
and  raiding  are  ana  have  been  the  habits  of  their  lives.  A  great  Indian 
reservation  sparsely  occupied  by  armed  and  mounted  men  of  this  charac- 
ter cannot  be  guarded  like  a  jail  or  penitentiary,  and,  indeed,  can  scarcely 
be  guarded  at  all  with  any  efficiency,  when  the  guard  duty  must  be  con- 
formed to  the  effort  to  give  these  people  almost  comi)lete  latitude  of 
movement  in  the  hope  of  civilizing  and  christianizing  them.  K  they 
could  be  disarmed  and  dismounted  and  a  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon 
them,  through  military  force,  to  remain  on  their  reservations,  no  doubt 
a  great  deal  would  be  gained  in  restraining  them  from  such  raids,  but 
when  we  consider  the  immense  difficult^'  in  preventing  crime  even  in  our 
large  cities,  where  criminals  or  the  criminal  classes  are  directly  under 
the  eyes  and  hands  of  a  powerful  police,  it  is  easy  to  understand  how 
nearly  impracticable  it  is  on  these  great  Indian  reservations,  when  the 
government  actually  famishes  to,  or  allows  to  be  kept  by,  the  pros- 
pective offenders  the  implements  necessary  to  carry  on  their  evil  work. 

I  invite  attention  in  this  direction  to  a  misapprehension  under  which 
the  commanding  general  Department  of  Texas  appears  to  lie  in  regard  to 
the  limits  of  this  and  his  own  department.  The  letter  of  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  Division  of  the  Missouri,  deffiiing  these  limits, 
states  as  follows,  viz :  "The  jurisdiction  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
troops  at  Fort  Bliss  is  iutended  to  extend  to  and  include  the  town  of 
San  Elizario  on  the  Rio  Grande  River,  and  that  portion  of  El  Paso  County 
lying  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  passing  immediately  south  of  that 
place."  It  is,  therefore,  apparent  that  tlus  department  has  neither 
jurisdiction  over  any  part  of  Texas  south  of  that  line,  nor  is  responsible 
for  the  crossing  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  Mexican  or  other  Indians  any- 
where below  San  Elizario.  The  commanding  general  Department  of 
Texas  appears  to  think  that  this  department  has  jurisdiction  and  is  ac- 
countable for  whatever  happens  along  the  Rio  Grande  for  several  hun- 
dred miles  below  El  Paso,  a  misapprehension  which  it  seems  has  misled 
him  in  several  instances,  and  which  I  request  be  corrected. 

I  submit  a  report  from  the  commanding  officer  District  of  New  Mexico 
in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  raids  to  and  from  Mexico,  made 
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by  Indians  or  others,  to  which  I  invite  attention.  In  general,  the  In- 
dians in  New  Mexico  have  been  quiet,  anything  like  hostilities  being 
confined  to  small  raids  and  robberies,  but  since  this  report  was  com- 
pleted thus  far  I  have  received  intelligence  of  the  outbreak  of  about 
forty  Indians  from  Ojo  CaUente.  They  killed  a  small  guard  over  public 
animals  and  drove  off  the  stock,  and  since,  news,  more  or  less  exagger- 
ated, has  been  received  from  a  settler  in  Grant  County,  near  the  line  of 
Arizona,  giving  an  account  of  a  fight  he  had  with  the  band,  and  that 
his  stock  was  driven  off,  and  ten  i)ersons  killed.  The  whole  garrison  of 
Fort  Bayard,  which  is  near  to  the  scene  of  difficulty,  is  out  after  these 
Indians,  but  no  qfdcial  reports  are  yet  received  which  enable  me  to  state 
how  much,  if  any,  exaggei'ation  there  may  be  (as  there  always  is)  in  the 
first  reports  of  such  troubles.  I  expect  every  moment  to  get  some  au- 
theuic  news.  I  consider  the  force  at  Bayard  quite  sufficient  to  deal 
with  this  party  of  Indians,  if  no  larger  than  officially  reported  to  me. 
Colonel  Edward  Hatch,  Ninth  Cavahy,  conmianding  that  district,  is  a 
most  active  and  efficient  officer,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
Indians  and  the  situation,  and  with  the  troops  at  his  command  this 
atfmr  may  be  safely  left  with  him.  He  has  been  instructed  to  use  all 
means  at  his  command  to  hunt  down  and  recapture  this  band. 

The  duties  of  the  chiefs  of  the  staff  department  at  these  headquarters 
have  been  done  with  efficiency  and  thoroughness,  and.  they  have,  as 
they  are  entitled  to  have,  the  entire  confidence  of  the  government.  I 
transmit  inclosed  a  roster  of  the  department,  and  a  field-return  of  the 
troops  serving  in  it. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  POPE, 
Brevet  Major- General  J  U.  S.  -4..,  Comnumdi'ng, 

Col.  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneralj 

Military  Division  of  the  Missouri^  Chica^fOj  HI. 

P.  S.— The  outbreak  of  the  White  River  Utes  has  occurred  since  this 
repoit  was  written,  but  as  the  troops  concerned  in  the  fight  with  them 
were  sent  by  the  Lieutenant-General  from  the  Dei)artment  of  the  Platte 
and  from  a  post  of  that  department  nearest  to  the  White  River  Agency, 
the  details  are  not  known  to  me.  It  is  not  improper  to  state,  however, 
that  under  the  present  Indian  system  and  policy  such  outbreaks  are 
certain,  in  the  nature  of  things,  to  occur  from  time  to  time,  and  are 
equally  sure  to  increase  in  frequency  and  violence  as  time  goes  on.  I 
do  not  venture  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  causes,  though  I  enter- 
tain strong  convictions  about  it.  It  is  very  certain  that  so  long  as  large 
bodies  of  Indians,  frilly  armed  and  equipped  for  war,  are  kei>t  at  Indian 
agencies,  the  temptation  to  break  out  from  time  to  time  is  irresistible,  and 
before  such  outbreaks  can  be  put  down  severe  losses  and  great  suftering 
must  be  expected. 

I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion,  and  have  frequently  urged  it  offi- 
cially, that  all  reservation  Indians  should  be  dismounted  and  disarmed 
and  then  properly  fed.  In  this  way  only  can  the  horrors  of  these  outbreaks 
1)0  prevented,  and  the  sooner  the  fact  is  recognized  the  sooner  we  shall 
be  safe  from  them.  Until  it  is  recognized  and  acted  on  we  must  not  be 
sui'i^rised  at  their  frequent  recuiTcnce.  The  small  force  of  the  Army  is 
wholly  insufficient  to  garrison  these  agencies  with  any  force  at  all  suffi- 
cient to  overawe  or  control  the  large  bodies  of  Indians  on  the  reserva- 
tions mounted  and  armed  as  they  are,  and  in  each  case  much  time  (time 
fatal  to  human  life  and  proi)erty)  is  necessarily  lost  in  concentrating  out 
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of  our  meager  Army  a  force  large  enough  to  deal  with  them.  As  above 
stated,  the  only  safety  under  present  ckcumstances  and  the  present 
policy  is  to  disarm  and  dismount  all  reservation  Indians  at  once  so 
that  they  cannot  even  be  tempted  to  these  outbreaks.  The  necessary 
condition  to  this  act  is  that  the  Indians  be  sufl&ciently  fed  and  that  the 
appropriations  for  tliat  purpose  be  not  only  ample  but  made  regularly 
and  in  time  for  such  subsistence  to  be  delivered  to  the  Indians  when 
needed. 


Kiowa  and  Comanche 

Connecticut 

Cherokee 

Massachusetts 

Creek 


Choctaw 

Cherokee 

Chickasaw 

Kansas 

Kiowa  and  Comanche. 

South  Carolina 

Indiana 

Maine 


Population. 


2,978 

537. 4M 

18,072 

1, 457, 351 


57,674 


705, 606 

1, 680, 637 

626, 915 


8.— SPECIAL  EEPOET  OF  COL.  EDWAED  HATCH. 

Headquarters  District  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  F6^  N.  Mex.^  September  6,  1879. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  indorsement  of  Angust  11, 1879,  refer- 
ring to  me,  for  investigation  and  report,  certain  papers  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  relative  to  crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  the 
frontier  States  of  Sonora,  Chihuahua,  and  Tamaulipas  by  persons  either 
coming  from  or  flying  to  Ameiican  territory,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
as  follows : 

I  respectftilly  invite  attention  to  the  indorsement  of  the  commanding 
general  Department  of  Texas,  referring  to  the  territory  adjacent  to  the 
Eio  Grande.  It  is  evident  there  is  some  misconstruction  as  to  the  limits 
defined  for  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Under  instructions  from  Division  of  the  Missouri,  the  northern  limit 
of  the  District  of  New  Mexico  is  designated  as  described  in  inclosed  copy 
of  letter  from  division  headquarters  dated  March  1,  1878.  From  this  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  has  no  jurisdiction 
below  San  Elizario.  25  miles  south  of  Fort  Bliss,  and  is  not  responsible 
for  the  frontier  at  oan  Ignacio,  Guadalupe,  Quitman,  Eice  Station,  and 
south  of  the  same,  though  the  troops  of  this  command  have  always  re- 
sponded promptly  to  any  caU  of  the  citizens  in  that  region  whenever 
notified  of  impending  danger  from  hostile  Indians. 

Eeferring  to  General  Ord's  report  it  will  be  also  seen  that  no  troops  of 
the  Department  of  Texas  are  stationed  directly  on  the  Eio  Grande  Eiver 
from  a  station  not  very  distant  from  Fort  Clark,  though  scouts  are  ex- 
tended as  far  as  Paso  del  Norte,  leaving  nearly  500  miles  of  river  un- 
guarded, and  for  which,  if  the  same  instructions  are  in  existence  in  that 
department  that  are  in  force  in  the  District  of  New  Mexico,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas  is  responsible. 

Fort  Davis,  the  nearest  permanent  garrison  to  the  Eio  Grande  Eiver 
in  Northwestern  Texas,  is  140  miles  from  Fort  Quitman  and  100  miles 
from  Paso  del  Norte.    Cola  del  Aquilla  (which  is  presumed  means  Eagle 
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Springs)  is  35  miles  from  the  Eio  Grande.  I  am  informed  a  company  is 
stationed  there.  On  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  beginning  20  miles 
south  of  Fort  Quitman  to  del  Norte,  has  always  been  a  favorite  resort 
for  Indians. 

The  troops  stationed  at  Eagle  Springs  are  a  long  distance  from  the 
scene  of  the  most  serious  troubles  near  San  Ignacio.  It  is  not  known 
that  troops  have  ever  occupied  stations  directly  on  the  Bio  Grande  from 
Fort  Quitman  to  Paso  del  Norte.  What  the  effect  would  be  in  checking 
incursions  of  wild  Indians  were  troops  stationed  ui)on  the  river^  can  only 
be  learned  by  making  the  experiment.  The  troops  of  this  district  are 
not  responsible  for  the  frontier  mentioned. 

Attention  is  respectfully  in\ited  to  the  misconception  apparent  of 
the  authorities  in  Mexico,  regarding  marauding  Indians  of  the  frontier 
of  Texas  and  New  Mexico.  It  seems  accepted  that  all  Indians  are  troui 
United  States  reservations  who  commit  depredations  in  Mexico.  It  is 
by  no  means  conclusive,  though  roaming  ladians,  when  hard  pressed, 
may  seek  asylums  on  the  reservations  not  recognized  as  belonging  to 
them.  There  are  bands  of  wild  Indians  made  up  of  the  different  Apache 
and  Comanche  tribes,  Lipans,  Kickapoos,  and  others,  who  have  never 
been  on  reservations,  common  enemies  of  all.  They  roam  over  a  vast 
country  on  the  frontier  of  Mexico,  Texas,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico. 
Sometimes  the  citizens  of  the  bordering  Mexican  States  make  what  they 
call  a  peace  with  these  Indians,  lasting,  perhaps,  a  few  years,  probably 
without  the  consent  of  their  governments.  The  peace  is  construed  to 
mean  that  they  may  live  quietly  in  the  mountains  of  Mexico  as  long  as 
no  incursions  are  made  upon  the  Mexicans;  as  to  raiding  on  United 
States  territory,  there  is  no  provision  that  they  shall  not.  These  In- 
dian thieves  are  usually  driven  into  Mexico,  when  raiding  in  New 
Mexico,  by  our  troops  (see  reports  of  scouts  as  follows) : 

By  Captain  Carroll,  Ninth  Cavalry,  forwarded  September  9, 1878. 

By  Captain  Beyer,  one  forwarded  December  19, 1878,  and  one  for- 
warded June  27, 1879. 

By  Lieutenant  Wright,  forwarded  June  25  and  July  8, 1879,  respect- 
ively, and  others. 

No  responsibility  can  attach  to  our  government  for  the  acts  of  these 
Indians,  as  the  troops  are  not  allowed  to  foUow  them  on  Mexican  terri- 
tory, and  no  concert  of  action  exists  between  the  forces  of  the  two  coun- 
tries with  a  view  to  the  suppression  of  Indian  raids  on  New  Mexican 
frontier — Mexican  Indians^  so  called  by  our  soldiers  for  the  reason  that 
they  are  understood  to  live  in  the  mountains  of  Chihuahua.  Evi- 
dence of  the  fact  exists  to-day  at  Fort  Stanton,  where  a  small  band  of 
Lipan  Indians,  live  in  number,  were  found  on  the  Mescalero  Agency  and 
taken  as  prisoners  to  await  instructions  from  the  Indian  Bureau  for 
their  disposition.  This  is.  the  present  condition  of  the  frontier.  The 
only  remedy  for  the  Mexican  Government  is  to  drive  the  Indians  from 
their  territory.  On  this  side  of  the  line  they  will  be  pushed  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  surrendering,  when  they  can  be  placed  upon  reservations. 
The  Mexican  authorities  refer  to  the  hostile  Indians  being  armed  with 
needle-guns  by  the  United  States  Government.  This  statement  is 
simply  absurd — too  preposterous  to  be  thought  of  for  a  moment.  Our 
Indian  scouts  are  armed  with  government  arms,  and  are  used  to  pursue 
the  very  Indians  accused  of  marauding.  The  hostile  Indians  have  no 
trouble  in  purchasing  arms  and  ammunition  from  Mexicans  trading  with 
the  Indians. 

Deserters  in  our  Army,  in  nearly  every  case,  flee  to  Mexico  with 
their  arms,  horses,  and  equipments,  where  they  are  sold  by  them  to 
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Mexicans,  and  probably  find  their  way  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians. 
Stolen  arms  on  this  side  of  the  line  also  find  their  way  to  the  Indians. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  raid  in  which  Antonio  Silva,  Eafael  Aphela, 
and  others  were  killed,  where  it  is  stated  the  Indians  took  refuge  in  the 
mountains  of  Ghihaahua.  This  alone  is  evidence  safficient  that  these 
Indians  are  a  pprtion  of  those  referred  to,  for  whom  the  United  States 
Government  is  not  re8i)on8ible. 

The  request  that  a  band  of  Indians  once  belonging  to  the  White 
Mountain  Indians,  who  have  for  some  years  lived  in  Mexico,  and  who 
were  recently  pursued  into  Mexico  by  our  troops,  shall  be  delivered  to 
our  officers  near  the  frontier — we  consider  the  Mexican  Government  re- 
sponsible for  them.  When  pursued,  they  take  shelter  near  Janos,  Chi- 
huahua. 

Eeferring  to  the  robbers  who  infest  the  frontier;  there  are  undoubt- 
edly a  great  many  of  the  worst  characters.  The  military  are  powerless, 
however,  to  do  anything  with  them.  When  on  United  States  territoiy 
they  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  laws  of  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories. A  glance  at  the  names  will  discover  that  they  are  nearly  all 
of  Mexican  descent.  It  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them  whom  they 
rob,  Mexican  or  American. 

The  treaty  settles  the  matter.  If  the  individual  claims  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  America,  he  cannot  be  given  up  by  the  United  States  author- 
ities under  the  provisions  of  the  extradition  laws.  This  applies  to  Mex- 
ico also. 

Probability  of  our  government  obtaining  a  criminal  who  has  fled  to 
any  of  the  frontier  Mexiican  States  is  slight,  should  he  be  of  Mexican 
descent.  !N^ot  that  the  Mexican  officials  are  not  inclined  to  do  so;  it  is 
beyond  their  control  to  produce  him  when  the  people  or  his  relatives 
are  inclined  to  shelter  and  protect  him.  As  evidence,  take  the  mob  at 
San  Elizario;  very  few,  if  any,  have  ever  been  obtained  by  the  Texas 
authorities  on  writs  of  extradition,  though  there  is  no  reason  for  suppos- 
ing the  Mexican  governors  were  inclined  to  turn  them  over. 

If  necessary,  a  volume  can  be  obtained  from  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and 
Arizona,  from  settlers  of  that  State  and  Territories,  of  similar  state- 
ments made  by  the  Mexicans,  of  raids,  murders,  and  robberies  upon 
American  soil.  The  misfortune  is  that  the  Indians  and  robbers  are 
merely  common  enemies,  who  take  advantage  of  treaty-relations  of 
two  countries,  a  sparsely  populated  frontier,  on  the  Mexican  side  inad- 
equately protected.  Were  the  United  States  troops  allowed,  to  foUow 
the  Indians  when  in  pursuit,  or  was  the  Mexican  Government  strong 
enough  to  prevent  the  occupancy  of  their  mountain  regions  by  Indians, 
these  bandB  of  Indians  would  be  exterminated. 
Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  HATCH, 
Colonel  Ninth  Cavalry^  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavenworth^  Ka/ns. 


EEPOBT  OF  BBIG.  6EN.  B.  O.  0.  ORD. 

Headquabtebs  Department  of  Texas, 

8an  AntoniOj  TexaSj  October  1, 1879. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  my  annual  report,  with  abstracts 
and  documents,  marked  A  to  E,  inclusive. 

A. — ^Roster  of  troops,  indicating  posts,  sub-posts,  &a,  and  their  garri- 
sons. 
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Of  the  thirteen  sub-posts,  or  camps,  eight  have  been  established  in 
the  District  of  the  Pecos,  by  the  district  commander,  under  in^tmctions 
from  these  headquarters,  of  April  30, 1878,  with  a  view  of  making  satb 
the  mail-route  and  settlements  in  its  vicinity,  by  forcing  the  Indians 
from  that  region  and  keeping  them  out  of  it.  The  intended  result  has, 
practically,  been  accompHshed.  All  Indians  penetrating  the  country 
have  been  so  hotly  pressed  by  the  troops  as  to  prevent  their  doing  much 
damage— only  three  murders,  by  marauders,  during  the  year.  Last 
year  there  were  seventeen  in  the  region  referred  to. 

B. — Movement  of  troops. 

The  good  order  in  Mexico,  and  the  cessation  of  raids  from  that  country, 
has  enabled  a  considerable  portion  of  the  troops,  held  in  reserve  to  carry 
out  the  order  of  the  President,  dated  June  1, 1877,  to  cross  the  border 
in  pursuit  of  raiders,  to  be  diverted  for  use  in  exploring  our  own  wild 
country,  and  occupying  the  water-holes  frequented  by  raiding  bands 
from  our  own  Indian  reservations.  Cut  off  from  water,  the  Indians  can- 
not traverse  the  country. 

C. — Statement  of  expeditions  and  scouts,  and  the  distances  marched — 
total  40jl00  miles;  an  increase  over  that  in  last  report  of  18,740  miles. 
The  activity  of  the  troops,  in  field  ser\ice,  is  thus  indicated  at  a  glance. 

I  beg  especial  attention  to  reports — copies  herewith  marked  F — ^from 
Lieutenant  Bullis,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant  McMartin, 
Tweiity-fith  Infantry,  in  the  matter  of  scouts  made  by  them  after  raiders, 
on  Texas  ranches,  from  the  Fort  Stanton  Eeservation.  The  latter  has  led 
to  instructions,  dated  September  9, 1879,  from  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior, "  to  use  every  effort  to  detect  all  Indians  upon  his  (the  Mescalero — ^Fort 
Stanton)  reservation  that  engage  inraiding^  and  recover  and  restore  all 
property  taken  by  them,  and  deliver  the  guilty  parties  to  the  proper  au- 
thorities for  punishment."  Those  instructions  are  very  good  as  far  as  they 
go ;  but  as  military  officers,  who  pursue  the  Indian  raiders,  cannot  (under 
the  act  of  Congress  promulgated  in  General  Orders  No.  71,  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  series  of  1878)  aid  in  exe- 
cuting the  law,  or  punishing  criminals,  they  are  not  the  "proper  au- 
thorities'' referred  to.  Therefore,  I  venture  to  suggest  that  some  under- 
standing in  the  matter  be  had  with  the  proper  civil  authorities  of  Texas. 

D. — Abstract  of  persons  killed,  wounded,  &c.,  by  Indians  and  Mexi- 
cans since  October  1, 1878.  It  exhibits  a  decrease  in  number  of  34  since 
the  last  report,  which  enumerated  52 — a  gratifying  result. 

E. — Report  of  trials  by  courts-martial  since  October  1,  1878 ;  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  cases,  for  the  past  year,  is 
materially  less  than  for  the  preceding  period;  the  number  of  military 
convictions,  little  more  than  one-half;  tliat  theft,  and  kindred  crimes, 
heretofore  frequent  among  colored  troops,  have  perceptibly  diminished ; 
and  that  the  number  of  desertions  has  not  diminished — this  last  attrib- 
utable, perhaps,  to  the  arrival  of  enlisted  men  from  the  North,  who  do 
not  like  the  hard  work  and  discomfort  of  the  desert  country  of  West 
Texas,  and,  possibly,  an  intention  of  certain  recruits,  when  enlisted  at 
the  North  and  elsewhere,  to  desert  on  reaching  a  convenient  locality. 

EXTRADITION. 

By  reason  of  revolutions  the  Mexican  population  along  the  river  is  of 
a  mongrel  character:  deserters  from  the  contending  forces:  Mexican 
soldiery  sent  to  the  border  and  there  disbanded ;  remnants  or  bands  of 
wild  raiding,  or  refugee,  Indians,  who  formerly  found  safety  in  the  deserts 
and  unexplored  mountains  of  Mexico  or  Texas,  and  who  have  gradually 
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learned  to  trade  and  mix  with  the  people  of  its  border  towns ;  and  smug- 
glers— all  go  to  swell  the  lawless  element.  To  such  a  population,  orcfi- 
nary  treaties,  or  modes  of  administering  justice,  will  not  apply,  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  under  the  treaty  of  extradition  now  in  force 
the  local  district  judges  are  commissioners  to  extradite,  and  elected  by 
a  population  more  or  less  liable  for  extraditable  offenses,  committed  on 
the  opposite  side.  The  conclusion  is  reasonable  that  when  the  existing 
treaty  was  made,  the  character  and  number  of  the  border  refugees  was 
not  understood.  Moreover,  under  its  provisions  neither  country  is  bound 
to  extradite  its  own  citizens,  and,  generally,  to  evade  the  penalties  of 
the  treaty,  citizenship,  to  suit  their  necessities,  can  be  proven  by  offenders. 

The  country  in  the  \icmity  of  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  is  peculiar, 
and  as  little  understood  as  is  the  character  of  the  people.  Along  the 
lower  river,  ascending  to  Camargo,  it  is  a  rich  valley,  thickly  timbered 
in  the  bottoms,  with  sheep  and  cattle  ranches  inland  from  the  timber. 
Thence  to  Laredo  it  is  broken,  with  small  patches  of  good  land.  Above 
Laredo  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pecos  it  is  a  cactus  belt,  with  streams  few 
and  far  between,  with  little  cultivation,  except  near  San  Felipe — ^there 
only  by  irrigation.  The  cactus  belt  and  the  plateau  are  well  adapted 
to  sheep-raising.  Above  the  mouth  of  the  Pecos,  to  the  valley  of  San 
Elizario  and  El  Paso,  where  again  there  are  irrigable  lands,  the  river 
cuts  its  way  through  wild  and  craggy  mountain  "ranges  and  along  the 
beds  of  immense  canons.  Between  the  mountain  ranges  are  plains,  val- 
leys, and  gorges,  rapidly  undergoing  exploration  on  the  Texas  side,  and 
found  well  adapted  to  grazing.  The  ranges  are  much  better  supplied 
with  water  than  was  supposed,  and  in  proportion  as  they,  are  explored, 
valuable  discoveries  of  precious  metals  result. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  El  Paso,  the  population  of  the  border 
counties  is,  with  few  exceptions,  Mexican,  or  of  Mexican  origin.  Ameri- 
cans are  pushing  west  and  northwest,  and  as  soon  as  the  new  military 
road — much  nearer  the  river — from  Fort  Clark  to  Fort  Davis,  now  under 
construction  by  the  troops  of  this  department,  shall  have  been  opened, 
quite  a  number  of  cattle  ranches  wiU  be  established  near  and  north  oi 
the  Eio  Grande,  and  along  the  Pecos.  These  are  the  people,  with  those 
living  in  the  cities  near  to  and  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  for  whose 
benefit  a  new  treaty  should  be  arranged  5  for  their  interests,  as  a  rule, 
are  identical  in  both  countries. 

PEOHIBITOEY  DUTIES. 

The  prohibitory  duties  on  animals  and  food  work  as  much  hardship 
for  the  Mexican  as  for  the  American  citizens,  for  the  reason  that  drought 
seldom  occurs  on  both  sides  of  the  river  the  same  year.  For  instance, 
four  years  ago  corn  was  cheap  in  Mexico  and  dear  in  Texas,  and  some 
contractors  furnished  the  government  horses  with  com  bought  in  Mexico. 
Duties  being  high,  it  was  generally  smuggled  across.  In  1877  and  1878, 
drought,  almost  a  famine,  prevailed  in  North  Goahuila  and  Chihuahua, 
and  the  Mexican  troops  and  horses  had  to  be  supplied  from  this  side. 
Owing  to  high  duties,  their  contractors,  too,  generally  evaded  them. 
But  the  poor  citizens  who,  during  the  seasons  referred  to,  could  not  afford 
to  employ  smugglers,  had  to  pay  enormous  prices  for  theii-  com  on  the 
side  where  the  drought  prevailed.  This  year,  again,  the  drought  is  in 
Texas,  the  crops  are  short,  aod  the  price  of  corn  high.  Of  course  alow 
tariff*,  both  ways,  for  food  and  stock,  would  be  the  remedy  for  this  state 
of  affairs,  and  would  redound  to  the  benefit  of  both  governments,  because 
duties  would  then  be  paid  upon  a  much  larger  amount  of  supplies,  which, 
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being  cheaper,  poor  as  well  as  rich  could  buy.  Kow,  owing  to  the  small 
amount  of  trade  carried  on,  nearly  all  the  heavy  duties,  both  ways^  are 
evaded^  and  the  flocks  and  herds  on  one  side  of  the  river  may  starve  to 
death,  in  time  of  drought,  because  they  cannot  be  driven  across,  where 
there  may  be  food,  without  paying  duties  or  undergoing  the  risk  of 
confiscation. 

RAILROADS. 

It  will  be  difficult  to  convince  the  leading  politicians  in  Mexico  that 
any  railroad  from  the  United  States  into  that  country  will  not  be  simply 
opening  a  road  for  hordes  of  barbarous  and  grasping  Yankees  to  rush 
in  and  possess  the  land,  regardless  of  the  rights  of  present  owners  or 
the  independence  of  Mexico.  They  have  an  idea  that  railroad  companies 
in  the  United  States  are  generally  government  agents;  that  the  roads 
are  built  to  forward  some  special  governmental  policy — such  as  the 
annexation  of  Mexico — and  that  Mexico  is  a  country  so  much  more 
delightfcd  and  richer  than  the  United  States,  and  so  thinly  peopled  in  com- 
parison, that  the  poor  and  hungry  Yankees,  by  thousands,  are  only  wait- 
ing for  some  inlet  to  take  possession  of  it.  The  contrary  would  prove 
true ;  and  if  one  or  more  roads  were  built  extending  into  Mexico — unless 
the  wages  and  the  comforts  of  the  laboring  classes  should  become  ma- 
terially improved — ^the*  flow  of  poor  and  underpaid  labor  would  be  in  the 
direction  of  the  United  States.  The  i)eons,  or  operatives,  of  Mexico 
have  the  simple  habits  of  the  Chinese,  and  all  ordinary  labor  in  that 
country  averages  less  than  one-half  the  wages  that  similar  labor  com- 
mands in  the  United  States.  Cultivated  farms  are  found  only  where 
there  is  water  for  irrigation,  and  there  are  desert  stretches  of  from 
thirty  to  fifty  miles  between  the  waters.  In  the  little  valleys,  supplied 
by  streams  from  the  mountains,  towns  or  villages — accordiug  to  the  size 
of  the  streams — ^find  irrigable  lands,  where  the  non-progressive  popu- 
lation can  support  life.  To  what  extent  the  laboring  classes  would  be- 
come consumers  of  our  manufactures,  were  they  able  to  earn  the  means 
and  afforded  the  opportunities  to  purchase,  is  a  question  which,  in  my 
opinion,  should  be  settled  before  we  expend  large  sums  upon  railroads 
referred  to. 

There  are  areas  of  rich  lauds  in  certain  districts — ^like  the  valley  around 
the  city  of  Mexico — ^but  they  are  occupied  now  by  the  toiling  native 
races,  and  the  experience  of' numbers  of  Americans,  who  went  to  that 
country  to  settle  and  have  returned,  is  that  there  is  no  room  there  for 
American  farmers. 

MINES. 

The  extent  and  productiveness  of  the  mines  in  Mexico,  and  the  induce- 
ments, or  encouragement,  afforded  American  miners  and  mechanics  to 
invest  their  time  and  money  in  mining  enterprises  in  that  country,  are 
also  questions  which,  in  my  view,  should  be  thoroughly  understood  be- 
fore citizens  of  the  united  States  venture  into  such  a  country,  beyond 
the  protection  of  our  own  laws,  to  seek  their  fortunes.  As  I  have  re- 
marked above,  all  ordinary  labor  is  very  cheap  in  Mexico ;  their  miners 
will  work  for  a  few  dollars  per  month ;  their  mines  are  such  as  require 
capital  to  work  them ;  the  mining  laws  are  peculiar,  and  their  adminis- 
tration intrusted  to  local  authorities  not  partial  to  Americans ;  and,  in 
addition,  taxes — export  duties  and  assessments — are  laid  upon  ores  or 
bullion,  with  little  regard  to  the  interest  of  mining  enterprises,  or  the 
future  development  of  the  country. 
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CRossma  the  border. 

I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the  earnest  and  successful  efforts  of 
the  Mexican  authorities — especially  those  of  Generals  TYevino  and  Can- 
ales — ^to  suppress  raiding  from  their  side  of  the  river :  the  condition  of 
affairs  which  rendered  necessary  the  order,  of  June  1, 1877,  to  cross  the 
border,  in  my  opinion,  no  longer  exists,  as  the  Mexican  Government  has 
shown  its  ability  and  determination  to  put  a  stop  to  such  invasions  of 
the  United  States. 

The  President  having,  in  his  annual  message  of  last  December,  re- 
ferred to  his  desire,  as  soon  as  practicable  with  due  regard  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  own  citizens,  to  recognize  this 
ability  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government,  is  my  reason  for  here 
referring  to  the  subject,  and  therefore  I  recommend  such  recognition. 
If  such  action  should  be  had,  I  am  of  the  further  opinion  that  the  dis- 
cretionary authority,  similar  to  that  exercised  by  the  department  com- 
mander previous  to  the  issue  of  the  order,  will  sufiBice,  provided  the 
Mexican  Government  will  continue  the  same  force  along  their  frontier 
that  has  been  found  necessary  to  effectively  restrain  lawless  bands  from 
raiding  into  our  territory. 

ADDITIONAL  QUARTERS. 

In  1877,  six  companies  of  cavalry  and  four  of  artillery  were  ordered 
to  this  department,  three  companies  of  cavalry  left  the  department,  and 
thus  the  strength  of  my  command  was  increased  by  seven  companies. 
Moreover,  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Quitman,  Bliss,  and  Eichardson,  and 
one  company  from  Fort  Griffin,  have  been  called  in,  so  that,  allowing 
for  quarters  since  erected  for  two  companies,  I  have  eleven  additional 
companies  to  quarter,  and  no  fit  place  for  that  purpose.  I  need  not  say 
that  it  is  very  disheartening  to  the  officers  to  be  compelled,  through  the 
cold  winters  and  hot  summers  of  West  Texas,  to  keep  their  wives  and 
children  in  tents,  shanties,  or  brush  huts,  or  to  have  them  packed  in 
attics.  The  want  of  quarters  for  so  many  necessarily  crowds  all  the 
others,  and  a  glance  at  the  amount  of  service — 40,100  miles  of  scouts  and 
expeditions,  18,740  miles  more  than  last  year — ^performed  by  the  troops, 
in  a  country  like  West  Texas,  ought  to  secure  to  them  some  comfort, 
after  a  return  from  their  long  and  dreary  marches  over  trackless  wastes. 
One  result  of  such  discomfort,  even  under  rather  favorable  circum- 
stannces,  is,  that  of  eleven  officers  who  reached  the  department  with 
four  batteries  of  artillery  only  four  remain,  and  only  one  of  them  has  ' 
his  family  with  him. 

I  have,  as  earnestly  as  is  consistent  with  propriety,  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  four  addi- 
tional posts,  needed  to  replace  those  which  have  been  vacated  and 
others  which  it  is  proposed  to  vacate  as  rapidly  the  larger  settlements 
get  beyond  them  or  the  protection  of  new  settlements  may  require 
The  erection  of  four  posts  would  provide  quarters  for  the  eleven  com- 
panies, now  unprovided. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  O.  OED, 
Brigadier 'Oeneral,  Commanding, 

The  Adjutant-General, 

Military  Division  of  the  Missouri^  Chioa^Oy  lU. 
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[San  Antonio,  Tex.] 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  O  C.  Ord,  United  States  Army,  commanding. 

FEB80NAL  STAFF. 

Capt  H.  G.  Brown,  Twelfth  Infantry,  aide-de-camp. 

First  Lieut  J.  C.  Ord,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  aide<le-camp. 

DEFARTVENT  STAFF. 


M^.  Thomas  M.  Vincent,  Adjutant-General's  Department,  adjutant-general. 

t  Lieut.  CoL  J.  S.  Mason,  Fourth  Lifantry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general. 

Second  Lieut,  W.  T.  Howiurd,  Second  Artillery,  acting  judge-aidvpcate. 

Maj.  Benjamin  C.  Card,  Quartermaster's  DepartmenC  chief  quartermaster. 

Capt.  C.  B.  Penrose,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  chiei  commissary  of  subsistence,  depot  and  pnrchM- 
ing  commissary  of  subsistence,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Surg.  J.  R.  Smith.  Medical  Department,  medical  director. 

Maj.  C.  M.  Terrell,  Pay  Department,  chief  paj-maater. 

*  Capt.  W.  R.  Li  vermore.  Corps  of  Engineers,  chief  engineer  officer, 

^[^.  Clifton  Comly,  Ordnance  Department,  chief  ordnance  officer,  and  commanding  San  Antonio 
Arsenal. 

First  Lieut.  A.  M.  RaphaU,  Eleventh  Infantry,  on  special  duty  at  department  headquarters. 

OFFICERS  OF  TIIE  QUARTERMASTER'S,  MEDICAL,  AXD  FAY  DEFARTME5TS,  ETC. 


Quartermatter'9  department 

Capt.  T.  J.  Eckerson,  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 

Capt  George  W.  Bradley,  depot  quartermaster, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 
Capt  E.  B.  Atwood,  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

Medical  department 

Surg.  C.  E.  Goildard,  Fort  McKavett 
Aast  Surg.  W.  E.  Waters,  Fort  Clark. 
*A8«t  Surg.  H.  E.  Brown,  San  Antonio. 
Asst  Surg.  M.  K.  Taylor,  San  Antonio. 
Asst  Snrg.  Frank  M!eacham,  Fort  Brown. 
$  Asst  Surg.  J.  V.  DeHanne,  Fort  Concho. 
Asst  Surgra  n.  White,  Fort  Ringgold. 
J  A  sst.  Surg.  J.  B.  Girard,  Fort  Davis. 
J  Asst.  Surg.  A.  A.  Yeomans,  Fort  Griffin. 
Asat  Surg.  J.  H.  T.  King,  Fort  Mcintosh. 
Asst  Surg.  Ezra  Woodruff,  Fort  Stockton. 
Asst.  Surg.  J.  D.  Hall,  Fort  Concho. 
Asst.  Surg  C.  B.  B>Tne,  Fort  Duncan, 
t  Asst.  Surg.  E.  T.  Comegys,  Fort  CUrk. 
Asst  Surg.  W.  C.  Shannon,  San  Felipe. 
Asst  Surg.  J.  I^  Powell,  Fort  Griffin, 
t  Asst  Surg.  W.  F.  Carter,  Fort  Concho. 


Acting  assistant  surgeons :  J.  P.  Arthur,  district 
of  the  Nueces ;  J.  B.  Baggett  San  Diego ;  A.  L. 
Buffington,  Fort  Ringgold ;  t  Moses  Cooper,  Fort 
Brown :  J.  A.  Wolf;  T'ort  McB^vett :  tM.  F. 
Price,  Fort  Stockton :  t  S.  L.  S.  Smith,  Fort  Con- 
cho ;  tJ.  R.  Harmer,  Fort  Duncan ;  t  T.  B.  Davis, 
Fort  Ringgold ;  E.  McLoon,  Fort  Clark ;  t  J.  F. 
Ward,  Fort  Davis;  tJ.  S.  McLain,  Fort  Clark ; 
tW.C.  Henderson,  Fort  Concho;  8.  M.  Flnley, 
Fort  Brown;  P.  Brumund,  Fort  Davis;  tRF. 
Eingsley,  Fort  Davis. 

Pay  department 

Maj.  A.  E.  Bates,  San  Antonio. 

Maj.  C.  L  Wilson,  Fort  Concho,  temporarily  ftt  San 

Antonio. 
Mai.  J.  R  Wasson,  San  Antonio,  temporarily  «t 

Fort  BrowiL 
M%).  George  F.  Robinson,  San  Antonio, temiKHrarfly. 

Poet  ehapUnru. 

§  E.  B.  Tuttle,  Fort  Duncan. 
B.  L.  Baldridge JPort  Stockton. 
G.  W.  Dunbar.  Fort  Concho. 


Dietriet  of  the  Rio  Orande. 
[Headquarters  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.] 


CoL  George  Sykes,  Twentieth  Infantry,  command- 
ing. 

Second  Lieut  Alfred  Reynolds,  Twentieth  Infian- 
try,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  tempora- 
rily. 


DISTRICTS  OF  THE  DEFARTMEMT. 

Dietriet  of  North  Texat, 
[Headquarters  at  Fort  MoEIavett,  Teac] 

CoL  D.  S.  Stanley,  Twenty-second  Lifantry,  com* 

manding. 
First  Lieut  H.  H.  Ketchum,  Twenty-second  Influi- 

try,  acting  assistant  a^utant-generaL 

Subpoete. 


Capt  T.  J.  Eckerson.  A.  Q.  M.,  U.  S.  A.,  chief  and 
oisbursing  quartermaster. 

JHetriet  of  the  Nueeee. 

[Headquarters  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex.] 

Col.  R  S.  Mackenzie.  Fourth  Cavalrv,  commanding. 
First  Lieut  J.  H.  Dorst  Fourth  Cavalry,  acting 
assistant  a<Uutant-generaL 

JHetriet  of  the  Peeoe. 

[Headquarters  at  Fort  Concho,  Tex.] 

CoL  B.  H.  Grierson.  Tenth  Cavalry,  commanding. 
First  Lieut  R  G.  Smither,  Tenth  Cavalry,  acnng 
assistant  a^utant-general. 


Santa  3faria  to  Fort  Brown,  Company  D,  Eighth 

Cavalry. 
Edinburg  to  Fort  Ringgold,  Company  H,  Eighth 

Cavalry. 


an 


Grierson^s  Springs,  Company  F,  Tenth  Cavalry; 
Eazle  Springs,  detachment  of  Tenth  Cavalry 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry;  Seven  Springs, de- 
tachment of  Tenth  Cavalry  and  Twenty-nfth 
Infantry- ;  Camp  Charlotte,  Company  B,  Tenth 
Cavalry,  and  Company  A,  Twenty-fiftnlnfiuitry; 
Pena  Colorado,  Companies  F  and  G,  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry;  Frazier'sRanche,  Company  B,  Tcuth 
Cavalry ;  Escondidos,  detachment  of  Tenth  Car- 
airy  and  Twenty-fifth  Infantry ;  Pine,  or  Bull, 
Springs,  Company  E.  Tenth  Cavahn^  Mid  detach- 
ment Twenty-fifth  Infantry:  to  rorta  Concho, 
Davis,  and  Stockton. 


FIELD  AHD  STAFF  OFHCERS,  BT  REOIMEirre. 

Field  and  etaff,  Fourth  Cavalry. 
[Headquarters  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex.] 


CoL  R  S.  Mackenzie,  Fort  Chirk.  Tex. 
Lieut  CoL  J.  P.  Hatch,  Fort  Sill,  Ind.  T. 


I 


;  T^IbA.  J.  K  Mizner,  Fort  Reno,  Ind.  T. 
^  Mflj.  H.  C.  Bankhead,  Fort  Clark,  Tex. 
IMiJ.  H.  E.  Noyes,  Fort  Clark,  Tex. 
First  Lieut  J.  M.  Dorst  adjutant  Fort  Clark,  Tex. 
First  Lieut  A.  R  Wood,regimental  qoartermaster. 
Fort  Clark,  Tex. 
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Field  anditaff,  Eighth  Cavalry . 

[Headquarters  at  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex.  J 

♦CoL  T.  H.  Neill,  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex. 
tlient.  CoL  N.  B.  Sweitzer,  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex. 
1^.  D.  R  Clendenin,  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex. 
Mag.  J.  A.  Wilcox,  Fort  Clark,  Tex. 
•M^.  S.  S.  Sumner,  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 
First  Lieat.  A.  G.  Hennisee,  adjutant,  Fort  Ring- 
gold, Tex.  , 

*  First  Lieat  G.  F.  Foote,  regimental  qnart^rmas- 

ter,  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex. 

Fidd  and  ttaff,  TevUh  Cavalry. 

[Headquarters  at  Fort  Concho,  Tex.] 

CoL  B.  H.  Grierson,  Fort  Concho,  Tex. 
J  Lieut  CoL  J.  F.  Wade. 

♦  Maj.  G.  W.  Schofleld.  Fort  SilLInd.  T. 
jMaj.  N.  B.  McLauchlen,  Fort  Davis,  Tex. 
M2\j.  Anson  Mills,  Fort  Concho,  Tex. 

First  Lieut  R.  G.  Smither,  a^utant,  Fort  Concho, 
Tex. 

First  Lieut  W.Davis,  jr.,  regimental  quartermas- 
ter, Fort  Concho,  Tex.     . 

Field  and  staff,  Twentieth  Infantry. 

[Headquarters  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.) 

CoL  George  Sykes,  Fort  Brown,  Tex. 
§  Lieut  CoL  L.  C.  Hunt,  Fort  Clark,  Tex. 
Maj.  C.  R.  La^-ton,  Fort  Brown,  Tox. 


$  First  Lieut.  J.  B.  Rodman,  adjutant,  Fort  Brown 

Tex 
First  Lieut  T.  W.  Lord,  regimental  quartermaster. 

Fort  Brown,  Tex. 

Field  and  ttaff,  Twenty-teeond  If\fantry, 

[Headquarters  at  Fort  McE^avett,  Tex.] 

CoL  D.  S.  Stanley,  Fort  McKavett,  Tex. 
Lieut.  CoL  E.  S.  Otis,  Fort  McKavett  Tex. 

♦  M^.  A.  L.  Houch,  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

I*irst  Lieut  H.  H.  Ketchum,  a4jutant.  Fort  Mc- 
Kavett, Tex. 

First  Lieut  O.  M.  Smith,  regimental  quartermaster, 
Fort  McKavett,  Tex. 

Field  and  $taff.  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 

[Headquarters  at  Fort  Duncan,  Tex.  | 

:  CoL  J.  H.  Potter,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lieut  CoL  John  E.  Yard,  Fort  Duncan,  Tex. 

*  Maj.  R.  F.  O'Beime,  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex. 

■  First  Lieut  W.  H.  W.  James,  a^utant.  Fort  Dun- 
can, Tex. 

First  Lieut  R  M.  Custer,  regimental  quartermas- 
ter, Fort  Dimcan,  Tex. 

Chaplain  J.  C.  Laverty,  Fort  Duncan,  Tex. 

Field  and  staff,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

[Headquarters  at  Fort  Davis,  Tex.] 

*CoL  G.  L.  Andrews,  Fort  Davis,  Tex. 

Lieut  CoL  M.  M.  Blunt  Fort  Stockton,  Tex. 

Ma,j.  Joseph  Bush,  Fort  Concho,  Tex. 

First  Lieut  D.  B.Wilson,  ai^titant.  Fort  Davis,  Tex. 

First  Lieut.  IL  P.  Ritzius,  regimental  quartermaa- 

ter  Fort  Davis,  Tex. 
Chaplain  G.  G.  Mulllns,  Fort  Davis,  Tex. 


COMPAXY  OFFICEBS  AND  8TATI01C8. 


Fourth  Oavairy. 

Company  A,  at  §§Fort  Clark,  Tex.— *Capt  E.  B. 

Bcauniont.  *Fir8t  Lieut.  James  Parker,  Second 

Lieut.  James  Lockett. 
Company  D,  at  §§Fort  Clark,  Tex.— Capt.  John 

Lee,  §  First  Lieut.  H.  H.  BcIUm,  Second  Lieut  M. 

J.  Jenkins. 
Company  E,  at  Fort  Duncan,  Tex. — Capt  Henry 

Sweenev,  First  Lieut.  C.  A.P.  Hatflelo,  Second 

Lieut  G.  E.  Huse. 
Company  K,  at  §§Fort  Clark,  Tex.— ^apt  E.  M. 

Heyl,  First  Lieut  Matthew  Leeper,  jr. 
Company  L,  at  §§Fort  Clark,  Tex.— Capt.  T.  J. 

Wmt  First  Lieut  C.  H.  Murray. 
Companv  M,  ai  Fort  Clark,  Tex.^-Capt  C.  M.  Cal- 

lahan,  TFirst  Lieut  K  O.  Parker,  Second  Lieut  J. 

R  Richards,  jr. 

■ 

Eighth  Cavalry. 

Company  A  at  5§Fort  Clark,  Tex.— Capt  A.  B. 

Wells,  First  Lieut  J.  R  Hickey,  Second  Lieut. 

J.  Guest  jr. 
Company  B,  at  §JFort  Clark,   Tex.— Capt  J.  D. 

Steveuson,  First  Lieut  O.  R  Boyd,  Second  Lieut. 

E.  A  Ellis. 

Company  C,  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.— Capt  G.  W. 

Chilson,  *  First  Lieut  H.W.  Sprole,  Second  Lieut. 

C.  H.  Lester. 
Companv  D,  at  HFort  Brown,  Tex.— Capt  J.  F. 

Randlett,   First  Lieut  8.  W.  Fountain,  Second 

Lieut  J.  H.  King. 
Companv  E,  at  San  Diego,  Tex. — Capt  A.  B.  Kanff- 

man,  ^'First  Lieut.  H.  S.  Weeks,  Second  Lieut  H. 

F.  Kendall. 

Company  F,  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex.— Capt.  A.  P. 

Caraher,    First    Lieut   F.   E.  Phelps,  tSecond 

Lieut  G.  E.  Pond. 
Company  G,  at  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex.— Capt  E.  G. 

Fechet,  First  Lieut.  Edmund  Luff,  Second  Lieut. 

Q.  O'M.  Gillmore. 
Company  H,  at  IfFort  Ringgold,  Tex.— ^Capt  H.  J. 

Famsworth,  First  Lieut  R  A.  Williams,  Second 

Lieut  J.  W.  Pinder. 
Company  I,  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex. — Capt.  J.  H. 

Mahuken,   J  First  Lieut  E.  E.  Wood,   Second 

Lieut.  C.  M  O'Connor. 
Company  K,  at  San  Felipe,  Tex. — tCapt  J.  H.  Cos- 
ter, First  Lieut  J.  W.  Pullman,  Second  Lieut.W. 

A.  Shunk. 


Company  L,  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.— Capt  L.  T.  Mor- 
ris, First  Lieut  E.  A.  G^Miwln,  Second  Lieut  W. 
J.  Elliott. 

Company  M,  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex.— tCapt.  a  R  M. 
Yonnc,  First  Lieut  J.  M.  Ropes,  Second  Lieut. 
J.  A.  Johnston. 

Tenth  Cavalry. 

Company  B,  at  ||  II Fort  Stockton,  Tex.— tCaptaln 
Thomas  J.  Spencer,  ^First  Lieui  L.  H.  Orleman, 
Second  Lieut  John  Bigelow,  jr. 

Company  C,  at  Fort  Davis,  Tex.-- Capt  CD.  Viele, 
tjFirst  Lieut  W.  H  Beck. 

Company  D,  at  ||  11  Fort  Concho,  Tex.— Capt  A.  S. 

B.  Keyes,  First  Lieut  C.  R  Ward,  Socona  Lieut. 

C.  H.  "Grierson. 

Company  E,  at  ||||Fort  Concho,  Tex.— Capt  J.  M. 

Kelley,  First  Lieut  L.  P.  Hunt,  Second  Lieut  G. 

H.  Evans. 
Company  F,  at  ||i|Fort  Concho,  Tex.— tCapt  W.  B. 

Kennedy,  JFirst  Lieut  J.  T.  Morrison. 
Company  H,  at  Fort  Davis,  Tex.— Capt  L.  H.  Car- 
penter,   §  First  Lieut  W.  R  Harmon,  Second 

Lieut  C.  G.  Ayres. 
Companv  K,  at  ||||Fort  Davis,  Tex.— Capt  T.  C. 

Leoo,  §  First  Lieut  S.  L.Woodw£ml,  Second  Lieut. 

R  D.  Read,  jr. 
Company  L,  at  Fort  Stockton,  Tex.— tjCapt  G.  A. 

Armes,  tFirst  Lieut  M.  M.  Maxon,  Second  Lieut. 

Calvin  Esterly. 
Company  M,  at  Fort  Concho,  Tex.— Capt  S.  T. 

Norvell,  First  Lieut  C.  K  Nordstrom,  Second 

Lieut.  M.  F.  Eggleston. 

Second  ArtXUery. 

Company  E,  at  San  Antonio, Tex.-— jCapt  W.  McK. 

Dunn,  jr..  First  Lieuts.A.  C.Taylor,  §Bamet 

Wager,  Second  Lieut  *W.  A.  Simpson. 
Company  F,  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex.— Capt  R  R  Wfl- 

liston,  :  First  Lieuts.  W.  B.  Vose,  tJ  H.  Gifford, 

Second  Lieut  tW.  T.  Howard. 
Companv  G,  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. — §CaptC.  A. 

Woodruff;  jFirst  Lieuts.  C.  E.  KUhoume,  *R  S. 

Curtis. 
Company  L,  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex. — Capt  J.  L  Rodg- 

ers,  jFirst  Lieuts.  G.  S.  Grimes,  N.  Wolfe, JSeoond 

Lieut  Y.  H.  Bridgman. 
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TwenitUiOi  Infamy, 

Company  A.  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.^Capt  J.  H.  Pat- 
terson, First  Lieut.  Herbert  Coshmanf  §Second 

Lient.  Palmer  Tilton. 
Company  B,  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.— Captw  J.  C.  Batea, 

First  Lient  W.  H.  Hamner,  Second  Lieut  J.  A. 

Irons. 
Company  C,  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex — ^-Capt  R.  M.  Tay- 

lor.  First  Lieut  Alexander  Wishaxx. 
Company  D,  Fort  Brown,  Tex. — Capt  C.  O.  Brad- 
ley, First  Lieut  J  F.  Huston,  Second  Lieut  H.  S. 

Foster. 
Company  E,  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex.— Capt  William 

Fletcher,  jFirst  Lieut  H.  W.  Howgate,  *Second 

Lieut  F.  D.  Sharp. 
Company  F,  at  §§Fort  Clark,  Tex.— Capt  J.  S.  Mo- 

Naught  First    Lieut  Paul  Harwood,  Second 

Lieut  H.  A.  Greene. 
Company  G.  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.— Capt  W.  S.  Mc- 

Caskey,  First  Lieut  J.  A.  Manley,  Second  Lieut 

J.  C.  Dent. 
Company  H,  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex.— Capt  J.  U".  Coe, 

5First  Lieut  John  Bannister,  ^^Second  Lieut  G. 

L.  Rousseau. 
Company  I,  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.— Capt  Loyd 

Wheaton,  First  Lieut  W.  R.  Maize,  Second  Lient 

J.  G.  Gates. 
Company  "K,  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex. — ^Capt.  A.  A. 

Harbach,  First  Lieut  W.  H.  Low,  Jr.,  Second 

Lieut  Alfred  Reynolds. 

Tioenty-teeond  Infa/niry, 

Company  A,  at  Fort  Griffin,  Tex.— Capt  J.  B.  Lr- 

vine,  f  First  Lieut  G.  S.  L.  Ward,  Second  Lieut 

R  N.  Getty. 
Company  B,  at  Fort  McKavett  Capt  John  Hart- 
ley, tFirst  Lieut  F.  L.  Davies. 
ComjMny  C,  at  Fort  McKavett  Tex.— Capt  P.  M. 

Thome,  tFirst  Lieut  J.  McA.  Webster,  tSecond 

Lieut.  Theodore  Mosher,  jr. 
Company  G,  at  Fort  McKavett  Tex.— Capt  C.  W. 

Miner,  First   Lieut  B.  C.  Lockwood,    Second 

Lieut  M.  C.  Martin. 
Company  H,  at  Fort  McKavett  Tex.— Capt.  C.  D. 

Poole,  tFirst  Lieut  W.  H.  Kell,  Second  Lieut  A. 

C.  Sharpe. 
Company  I,  at  Fort  McKavett,  Tex. — Capt.  Francis 

Clarke,  First  Lieut  J.  M  Gore,  Second  Lieut  J. 

J.  Crittenden. 

Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 

Company  A,  at  Fort  Duncan,  Tex. — Capt  F.  M. 
Crandal,  jFirst  Lieut  Henry  Wygant,  Second 
Lieut  Theodore  Decker. 


Company  B.  at  Fort  Duncan,  Tex.— Capt  J.  B 
Nixon.  *First  Lieut  J.  S.  Marsteller. 

Company  C,  at  Fort  Rineeold,  Tex.— ^Capt  H.  C. 
Corbin,  First  Lieut  C.  J.  Crane,  Second  Lieut  A. 

A.  Augur. 

Company  D,  at  Fort  Mdntosh/Tex.— Capt  J.  IC 

Thompson,  First  Lieut.  J.  R.  Pierce. 
Company  £,  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex..  tCapt  J.  W. 

Clous,  tFirst  Lieut  H.  F.  Leggett,  $Second  Lieut. 

S.  P.  Wayman. 
Company  F,  at  Fort  Duncan,  Tex.— Capt  C.C. 

Hood/First  Lient  M.  C.  Wessells,  Seoond  lieai. 

J.  J.  Brereton. 
Company  G^t  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex.— Capt  Lewis 

Jonnson,  tFirslLient  J. X.  Bnllis,  *Second  Lieut 

B.  W.  LeavelL 

Company  H,  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex.,  Capt  J.  C. 

Giunore,  tFirst  Lieut  J.  L.  Clem,  Second  Lieut. 

Charles  Dodge.  Jr. 
Company  I,  at  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex.— tCust  A.  C. 

Markley,  First  Lieut  jTL  Kane,  Second  I^nt. 

H.  L.  Ripley. 
Company  £L  at  Fort  Ringgold,  Tex.— Capt  J.  K. 

Morgan,  tFirst  Lieut  F.  H.  Mllla. 


Twenty-J^flh  Infantry, 


Company  A,  at  JJIFort  Con^o,  Tex^— Capt  John 
Lieut  J.  H.  Ltme. 


W.French,  §1 


Lieut  ^ury  Reade,  Seoond 


Company  B,  at  Fort  Stockton,  Tex.— Capt  Charles 

Bentzoni,  tFirst  Lieut  W.  L  Sanborn,  Secoiii 

Lieut  R.  H.  R.  Loughborough. 
Company  C,  at  Fort  Stockton,  Tex.— Capt  C.  F. 

Roue,  iPirst  Lieut.  O.J.  Sweet,  Second  Lieut  E.  F. 

Glenn. 
Company  D,  at  Fort  Stockton,  Tex.— Ci^t  D.  D. 

Van  Valzah,  tFirst  Lieut  W.  S.  Scott 
Company  £.  at  |  ||Fort  Davis,  Tex.— Capt  Dsvid 

Schooley,  $First  Lieut  £.  J.  Stivers. 
Company "F,  at  IMIFort  Stockton,  Tex.— t|Capt  An- 

drew  Geddes,  First  Lieut  H.  B.  Quimby,  Seoond 

Lieut  J.  McMartin. 
Company  G,  at  (|  ||Fort  Concho,  Tex.— §Capt  F.  A. 

Kendall,  FirstLieut  Wallace  Tear,*SecondLieut. 

C.  L.  Hodges. 
Company  H,  at  Fort  Davis,  Tex.— Capt  M.  L. 

Courtney,  tFirst  Lieut  J.  C.  Ord. 
Compau}'  I,  at  Fort  Davis,  Tex. — ^^Capt  Gaines 

Lawson,  First  Lieut  H.  H.  Landon,    *Seoond 

Lieut.  George  Andrews. 
Company  K,  at  Fort  Concho,  Tex.,  Capt  C.  N.  Gray, 

First  Lieut  James  Pratt. 


RECAPrrULATION,  BY  COMPANIES,  AT  POSTS. 

Fort  Brown.— Headquarters,  and  B,  D,  G,  I,  K,  20th  Infantry ;  C,  D,  L  L,  8th  Cavalry 9 

Fort  Clark.— Hca<l(inarters,  and  A,  D,  K,  L,  M,  4th  Cavalrj- ;  A,  B,  Ml,  8th  Cavalry ;  F,  L,  2d  ArtQ- 

lery;  C,  K,  F,  H,  20th  Infantry 14 

Fort  Concho.— Headquarters,  and  D,  E,  F,  M,  10th  Cavalry ;  A,  G,  K,  26th  Infantry 7 

Fort  Davis. — Headquarters,  and  E,  H,  1, 25th  Infantry ;  C,  H,  EL  10th  Cavalry 6 

Fort  Duncan— Headquarters,  and  A,  B,  F,  24th Infantry;  E,4tn  Cavalry 4 

Fort  Griffis.— A,  22d  Infantry 1 

Fort  McIntobh.—D,  £,  H,  24th  Infantry ;  F,  8th  Cavalry 4 

Fort  McKavett.— Heatlquarters,  and  B,  C,  G,  H,  1, 22d  Infimtry 5 

Fort  Ringgold.— Headquarters,  and  G,  H,  8th  Cavalry ;  C,  G,  I,  K,  24th  Infantry 6 

San  Antonio.— E,  G,  2d  Artillery ;  A,20th  Infantry 8 

San  Diego.— E,  8th  Cavalry 1 

San  Felipe.— K,  8th  Cavalry 1 

FoBT  Stockton.— B,L,  10th  Cavalry  ;B,C,D,F,  26th  Infantry 6 

Total 7 


Hbadquabtbbs  Detabtment  of  Texas. 

Scm  AntoniOy  Tex.,  October  1, 1879. 


THOMAS  M.  VIXCENT. 

Auiat4mt  Sdjuitanl-QenmreL 


I 


*0n  leave  of  absence. 

On  sick  leava 

On  detached  service  within  the  department 
tOn  detached  service  without  the  depai-tment 
ttin  arrest  undorffoing  trial  by  or  sentence  of  general  court-martial. 
II  Under  orders  to  Join. 
[Ill In  the  field,  in  the  district  of  the  Pecos. 
66  In  the  field,  in  the  district  of  the  Nueces. 
Illn  the  field,  in  the  district  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
Uln  hands  ox  oiyil  authorities. 
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HECAPITDLATION  BT  POSTS. 


■  Post. 
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■3,09s 

(1.72* 

V2W 

^ss 

40,100 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  atatemeDt  of  the  most  important  expeditiODS  and  sconta 
cirgaiiized  in  thiD  department  during  the  year,  compiled  from  reportB  received  to  date. 
It  dues  not  embrace  a  large  number  of  escorts,  guards  to  mail  stations,  &.a. 


1 0/  Texa«  «*iice  Sepieviber  » 


TlQiriy  turn 

wife  an<l  two  ilaughlnre  nf  Nick  Colerai;  by  Indinna,  it  Col- 

eoni  inDcli,  noar Camp  Wuod,  Tela*.  Joan  1.  J879. 
Aiigliti,  a  Xdiuji  rDDcer;  In  an  engagement  with  tlw 

Indiini  near  headwater*  ct  Moctb  ConobD,  Jnne  M.  187B. 
John  CUrhiHkn,  an  Enffllahmuii  for  his  mmiey,  dmt  Van 

Ham's  Wi-IU,  Te<xu,^sv  IS,  1BT9,  and  a  Mailoan  wamaik 

(name  nnknown),  fonr  mllin  nortbeatt  atpoBt,  July  14, 1870. 
Thomaa  Uonua™  nod   Uannel  Minehaiwi  V-  ' — 

Amerlran  ultlnen ;  by  a  ptits  uf  anned  It 

crmaedlhe  RioGrande  fmiatheSi     ' 

Eljonlin.  ioAprlLlOTB. 
A  Mfxitsn  hpnlurriiv  ank 

Fort  Ewell.Maroh  li,  187S. 

Fort  EwpH  nnii  Corpue  Christi,  Mbv  1. 1H78. 

M«Kay.  overaeor  on  Ciory  i  CnM^H  nhmi  mncb,  flvo 

milei  bum  Fort  Bwrll;  shot  thnmeii  thohesdwhileiilBep- 
lnE.  in  JiinB.  1879,  by  b  M«xl«n,  who  dwl  lo  Meii™. 

Trortara  Morales :  b;  a  Meiicau.  who  cruBiwd  tlie  KLu  Gnuida 
al  Roma,  Starr  Coiuity,  and  flod  again  to  Mexico,  June  4. 


,  fifty  milea  b 


Hkadquaktbrs  Departmbxt  op  Texas, 

San  AnUmio,  Tex.,  October  1, 1879. 
Official  copy: 
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Document  F. 

Fort  Clark,  Texas,  May  9,  1879. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  render  the  following  report  of  a  scout,  mode  in  compliance 
wifch  Special  Orders,  No.  7,  paragranh  III,  dated  Headquarters  District  of  the  Nueces, 
Fort  Clark,  Texas,  January  31,  1879: 

First  day,  January  31,  1879. 

Left  camp  of  the  Seminole  scouts,  on  Las  Moras  Creek,  near  the  Rio  Grande,  Janu- 
ary 31,  1879,  about  9  a.  m.,  with  39  Semiuolcs  and  3  Lipan  Indian  scouts;  1  Mexican 
packer,  Joa6  Tafoya;  officers:  Second  Lieut.  F.  D.  Sharp,  Twentieth  Infantry,  and 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  P.  C.  Gilbert,  U.  S.  Army.  Total,  45.  Marched  up  the  Rio 
Gran(&  about  20  miles,  course  about  northwest,  and  went  into  camp  near  the  mouth 
of  Sycamore  Creek  about  4  p.  m. 

Twelfth  day,  February  11. 

Left  camp  at  9.40  a.  m.,  marched  about  northwest  for  12  miles,  and  went  into  camp 
on  Independence  Creek,  near  the  head,  about  1  p.  m.  Grass,  wood,  and  water  abun- 
dant and  good. 

Sergt.  John  Ward  and  4  privates  joined  this  day  about  12  m.,  reported  having 
found  an  Indian  trail  about  ten  days  old,  distant  but  a  few  hundred  yards.  Ward 
had  also  picked  up«a  broken-down  pony  dropped  by  them.  First  Sergt.  David  Bow- 
legs, with  a  few  scouts,  followed  this  trail  west  for  about  5  miles,  and  found  where 
the  Indians  had  secreted  about  10  or  12  horses  at  a  small  spring  that  was  unknown  to 
us;  party  returned  to  camp  after  dark;  did  not  have  daylight  enough  to  follow  the 
trail  far. 

Thirty-fourth  day,  March  5. 

Left  camp  at  6.15  a.  m.,  continued  on  trail,  course  about  west,  for  20  miles:  camped 
on  Piuasco  Creek,  about  GO  miles  from  Fort  Stanton  and  30  miles  from  the  Mescalero 
Indian  Agency.  Several  ranches  are  at  this  point;  citizens  reported  that  the  Indians 
hiui  passed  five  days  before,  and  had  killed  one  of  their  work-oxen  as  they  passed ; 
that  they  (five  citizens)  had  followed  them  into  the  agency,  and  that  the  agent  caused 
the  Indians  to  give  to  the  owner  of  the  ox  two  of  the  horses  brought  in  by  them  in 
payment;  and  when  questioned  by  the  agent  (Mr.  Godfroy)  why  they  diil  it,  they 
(the  Indians)  said  that  they  had  been  on  a  long  journey  (of  wnich  we  were  well  awarey 
and  were  hungry.    Purchased  forage  for  animals ;  good  water,  grass,  and  wood. 

Thirty-fifth  day,  March  6. 

Remained  in  camp ;  purchased  forage  for  animals. 

Thirty-sixth  day,  March  7. 

Left  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.,  continued  on  trail,  course  northwest,  for  16  miles;  made 
camp  at  2  p.  m.  at  Snow  Spring.  A  citizen  from  the  last  camp  brought  a  day's  forage 
into  camp  for  us.  ' 

Thirty  seventh  day,  March  8. 

Left  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  continued  on  trail,  course  northwest,  for  15  miles  to  the  Mes- 
calero Indian  Agency.  Trailed  the  Indians  within  3  miles  of  the  agent's  (Major  God- 
froy's)  house,  then  reported  the  facts  to  him,  and  requested  him  to  turn  the  Indians 
over  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  trial  in  Texas.  Went  into  camp  at  Blayer's  Mills,,  about 
1  mile  from  the  agent's  house.    Purchased  forage  for  the  animals. 

Thirty-eighth  day,  March  9. 

Left  camp  at  9.30  a.  m.  for  Fort  Stanton.  Passed  agent's  hoose.  He  promiised  to 
try  and  get  the  Indians  and  turn  them  over  to  me,  and  said  that  he  would  come  into 
Stanton  during  the  week  and  see  me  about  it.  Marched  northwest  18  miles,  on.  main 
road  to  Stanton,  and  went  into  camp  at  4  p.  m.  at  Dowlin's  Mills.  Purchased  forage 
for  animals.    Gk>od  grass,  wood,  and  water. 
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TniRTY-xiNTH  DAY,  March  10. 

Left  camp  at  8  a.  m. ;  continued  on  main  road  18  miles  northwest  to  Fort  Stanton. 
Met  General  Edward  Hatch,  Ninth  Cavalry,  commanding  District  of  New  Mexico,  en 
route  to  Santa  F6,  by  way  of  Indian  agency ;  he  stated  tnat  he  would  see  the  agent 
about  turning  the  Indians  over  to  me.  (See  letter  prefixed  and  marked  A.)  Went 
into  camp  near  Fort  Stanton.    Plenty  of  forage  for  animals. 

Forty-fourth  day,  March  15. 

A  new  Indian  agent  passed  en  route  to  relieve  Mr.  Godfroy ;  Captain  Carroll,  com- 
manding post,  and  myself  rode  about  ten  miles  and  overtook  him.  I  stated  to  him 
all  that  I  told  his  predecessor  about  Indians  depredating  in  Texas ;  he  stated  that 
he  would  write  me  the  following  day. 

Forty-sixth  day,  March  17. 
Received  letter  in  the  morning  from  new  Indian  agent,  hereto  prefixed  and  marked  B. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  BULLIS, 
First  Lieut,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Scouting  Expedition, 

Lieut.  Joseph  H.  Dorst, 

Act,  Aast,  Adjt  Gen,  District  of  the  Nueces,  Fort  Clark,  Tex. 


[One  inolosnre,  marked  B.] 

United  States  Indian  Service, 

Mescalero  Agency, 
South  Fork,  New  Mexico,,  March  16,  1879. 
Lieutenant  Bullis: 

SiH  :  Major  Godfroy  assures  me  that  there  is  no  probability  of  the  Indians  you  men- 
tioned to  me  coming  in,  and,  to  use  his  own  language,  "you  might  as  well  look  for  a 
needle  in  a  haystack  "  as  to  try  to  get  them. 
Respectfully, 

S.  A.  RUSSELL. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Stockton,  Texas,  August  28, 1879. 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex, : 

The  following  telegram  just  received : 

"  Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex.,  via  Mesilla, 

''August '28,  1879. 

"I  arrived  here  the  23d  instant,  having  followed  the  Indians  into  the  reservation. 
Recovered  eighteen  more  horses,  twenty-nine  in  all.     Agent  would  not  deliver  Indians. 
*'  Will  leave  here  the  29th  instant. 

"  McMARTIN,  Ueutenant. 
*'  VAN  VALZAH, 
"  Captain,  Commanding," 
Foregoing  copies  are  official. 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


10.— EEPORT  OF  MAJ.  GEK  W.  S.  HANCOCK. 

s 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

Governor's  Island,  New  York  Harbor, 

October  22,  1879. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
6t]i  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  opera- 
tions within  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  during  the  past  year. 
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The  geographical  limits  of  the  division  remain  the  same  as  last  year, 
and,  as  then,  it  is  divided  into  two  military  departments — east  and 
south — the  former  being  under  my  immediate  command,  and  the  latter 
under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  0.  C.  Augur,  with  headquarters  at  [N'ew- 
port  Barracks,  Ky. 

The  aggregate  of  troops  serving  in  the  division  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember last  was,  by  the  returns  of  that  date,  as  follows : 


Commissioned 
officers. 


Headquarters  Division  of  the  Atlantic. 

Department  of  the  East   

Depai-tment  of  the  South 

Total 


Enlisted  men. 


11 
1,893 

784 


2,688 


I  inclose  a  tabular  statement  showing  the  distribution  of  these  troops 
at  this  date. 

In  the  Department  of  the  East,  the  post  of  Fort  Foote,  Md.,  was  dis- 
continued as  a  garrisoned  post  November  10, 1878,  and  its  garrison  (Bat- 
tery I,  Second  Artillerj^)  transferred  to  Fort  Ontario,  ^N".  Y. ;  Battery  F, 
Third  Artillery ^he  garrison  of  the  latter  post  having  been  sent  to  Fort 
Schuyler,  New  York  Harbor.  In  the  spring  of  1879,  the  Twenty-second 
Infantry,  garrisoning  the  posts  of  Fort  Porter,  N.  Y.,  and  Forts  Wayne, 
Gratiot,  Brady,  and  Mackinac,  Mich.,  was  transferred  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas,  and  was  replaced  in  this  department  by  the  Tenth  Unit- 
ed States  Infantry.  In  assigning  the  Tenth,  however,  to  its  stations  on 
the  Northern  lakes,  it  was  decided  not  to  regarrison  the  post  of  Fort  Gra- 
tiot, but  to  send  an  additional  company  to  Fort  Wayne,  at  which  post 
there  will  be  ample  quarters,  when  the  new  buildings  authorized  to  be 
constnicted  there  during  the  present  fiscal  year  have  been  completed. 
This  transfer  of  regiments  was  effected  pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No. 
38,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  of  March  31, 1879. 

Under  instructions  from  the  General  of  the  Army,  dated  July  26, 1879, 
and  Special  Orders,  No.  34,  from  these  headquarters,  of  July  29,  1879, 
Fort  Wood  and  the  public  buildings  on  Bedloe's  Island,  New  York  Har- 
bor (except  one  building  retained  for  the  use  of  the  ordnance  sergeant) 
were  transferred  to  the  Treasury  Department  for  use  by  it  as  a  marine 
hospital  for  the  port  of  New  York,  subject,  however,  to  recall  at  any 
time  when  the  military  necessities  may  require,  and  subject,  also,  to  the 
operation  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1879, 
designating  Bedloe's  Island  as  a  site  for  the  colossal  statue  of  Liberty. 
So  soon  as  this  transfer  was  effected,  the  small  artillery  detachment  at 
the  post  was  withdrawn,  and  the  only  army  official  now  there  is  an  ord- 
nance sergeant. 

Under  instructions  from  the  General  of  the  Army,  of  August  22  and 
30,  the  post  of  Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa.,  has  recently  been  transferred  to 
the  custody  and  control  of  the  Interior  Department,  to  be  used  as  a 
school  for  the  education  of  Indian  children,  reserving,  however,  the 
right  of  the  War  Department  to  resume  possession  of  the  post  when- 
ever needed  for  military  purposes,  or  when  required  by  Congressional 
action.  The  War  Department  having,  in  addition  to  the  public  build- 
ings, directed  certain  property  at  Carlisle  Barracks  pertaining  to  its 
staff  departments  to  be  transferred  to  the  Interior  Department  at  a 
proper  valuation,  a  board  of  officers  is  now  in  session  to  appraise  the 
value  of  such  property. 
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In  the  Department  of  the  South,  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  nine  com- 
panies stationed  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  one  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  was 
transferred  to  the  Depai-tment  of  Dakota  in  the  month  of  April^879, 
but  was  not  replaced  in  this  command  by  another  regiment.  Under 
instructions,  however,  from  the  General  of  the  Army,  the  posts  of  Ogle- 
thorpe Barracks,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C,  were  discon- 
tinued as  garrisoned  posts,  and  their  garrisons  (headquarters.  Light 
Battery  F  and  Batteries  E  and  I,  Fifth  Artillery,  at  Charleston,  and 
'Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery,  at  Savannah)  were  transferred  to  McPher- 
son  Barracks,  Atlanta,  formerly  garrisoned  by  the  Eighteenth  Infantry, 
where  they  now  remain.  The  military  post  of  Chattanooga  has  not 
been  regaiTisoned,  but  is  now  in  charge  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
national  cemetery  at  that  place. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  was  transferred 
from  Baton  Kouge  Barracks,  La.,  to  Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  and  on  the 
6th  of  June  the  post  of  Baton  Rouge  was  discontinued,  and  the  two 
companies  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  then  stationed  there  were  trans- 
ferred, Company  K  to  Little  Rock  Barracks,  Ark.,  and  Company  B  to 
Mount  Vernon  Barracks,  Ala.  Under  instructions  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  a  company  of  infantry  ha«  been  stationed  for  some  time  at  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  pursuant  to  a  request  made  by  the  superintendent  of  the 
reservation  there  and  the  United  States  commissioners,  who  had  cause 
to  apprehend  interference  with  the  performance  of  their  duties ;  the 
report  of  the  department  commander,  herewith,  gives  full  particulars 
of  this  matter. 

In  view  of  the  probable  reappearance  of  yellow-fever  epidemic  in  the 
South,  timely  steps  were  taken  this  year  to  so  locate  the  troops  as  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  danger  to  them  from  that  scourge.  On 
the  16th  of  June,  the  headquarters,  and  Companies  A,  D,  H  and  I, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  were  removed  from  Jackson  Barracks,  La.,  into 
a  summer  camp  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Batteries  B,  L,  and  M,  Fifth  Artil- 
lery, were  moved  from  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.,  to  McPherson  Barracks, 
Atlanta.  These  companies  of  artillery  and  infantry  are  still  at  the 
points  mentioned,  but  it  will  doubtless  soon  be  safe  to  return  them  to 
their  proper  stations.  The  garrison  at  Key  West  was  ordered  to  move 
at  once  to  Fort  Jefferson,  Dry  Tortugas,  in  case  yellow  fever  should 
make  its  appearance ;  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  there  has  been  as  yet  no 
occasion  to  disturb  the  garrison  on  the  account  mentioned.  There  have 
been  no  signs  of  yellow  fever  or  any  epidemic  so  far  this  year  at  any 
military  post  in  the  Department  of  the  South. 

I  invite  attention  to  Brigadier- General  Augur^s  report  and  its  inclos- 
ures,  herewith,  which  specify  in  detiiil  the  operations  in  the  Department 
of  the  South  for  the  past  year,  and  will  be  found  to  contain  much  that 
♦  is  interesting.  I  concur  with  him  in  his  recommendation  that  Congress 
be  asked  to  grant  the  widow  of  the  late  First  Lieut.  H.  H.  Beiiner, 
Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  an  adequate  pension.  The  circum- 
stances of  that  officer's  death  are  too  recent  to  need  special  recapit- 
ulation in  this  report.  I  beg  also  to  add  my  commendation  of  the  con- 
duct of  Second  Lieut.  C.  S.  Hall,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  whovolunteered  for 
the  same  service,  and  after  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Benner  succeeded 
him  in  the  perilous  duty. 

I  inclose  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  staff  departments  at  these 
heiKhpiarters,  which  exhibit  very  fully  the  operations  of  their  depart- 
ments dnring  the  year. 

Inspection  duty  in  all  branches  of  the  service  within  my  command  has 
been  industriously  i)erformed  during  the  piist  year.    I  ask  attention  to 
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the  various  suggestions  made  by  Inspector-General  Nelson  H.  Davis 
and  by  Maj.  Kichard  Arnold,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  in 
their  reports  herewith.  Colonel  Davis's  suggestions  as  to  clerical  assist- 
ance in  his  department  are  judicious,  but  I  understand  that  the  general 
subject  of  this  branch  of  the  military  service  is  now  receiving  consider- 
ation by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  it  is  his  intention  to 
recommend  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  clerks  of  the  Adjutant-General's 
as  well  as  Inspector-General's  Department. 

For  two  or  three  years  past  Major  Arnold  has  recommended  that  a 
suitable  officer  of  the  Ordnance  Department  be  detailed  to  make  an  in- 
spection of  and  recommend  final  disposition  of  the  large  amount  of 
property  and  stores  belonging  to  that  department  (guns,  carriages,  im- 
plements, &c.,  of  obsolete  pattern),  of  little  or  no  value,  at  the  various 
posts,  and  only  burdening  the  returns  and  occupying  buildings  that 
could  be  used  for  better  purposes,  or  lying  in  damp  casemates  to  rust 
and  perish.  I  would  solicit  attention  to  this  matter,  with  a  view  to  Ma- 
jor Arnold's  suggestion  being  carried  into  execution.  I  also  ask  atten- 
tion to  his  suggestion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  a  law  retiring 
those  ordnance  sergeants  of  the  Army  who  have  merited  such  a  privilege 
by  years  of  continuous  meritorious  service.  I  concur  in  this,  and  also 
in  the  recommendation  of  the  inspector-general  of  the  division,  that  such 
law  should  apply  to  all  old  and  deserving  sergeants  in  the  Army,  line 
and  staff.  As  it  now  stands,  these  meritorious  non-commissioned  officers 
have,  if  separated  from  the  service,  but  little  prospect  for  their  old  age, 
and  it  would  only  be  just  that  the  country,  which  they  have  long  and 
faithfully  served,  should  provide  for  them  when  incapacitated  for  active 
service. 

I  concur,  too,  with  the  judge-advocate  of  the  division  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  a  change  in  the  matter  of  sending  all  soldiers  convicted  of  felo- 
nies to  Stat€  penitentiaries.  While  it  is  no  doubt  eminently  proper  to 
send  hardened  offenders  to  these  penitentiaries,  yet,  in  cases  of  first 
offenses,  and  where  there  are  evidences  that,  under  judicious  treatment, 
a  reformation  might  be  effected,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  send  such 
young  offenders  to  an  institution  such  as  that  referred  to  by  the  judge- 
advocate,  viz,  the  State  reformatory  institution  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  For 
soldiers  convicted  of  purely  military  offenses,  of  course,  the  militaiy 
prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  is  a  proper  place  of  confinement. 

The  report  of  the  judge-advocate  contains,  in  addition,  some  excellent 
suggestions  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over  its  military 
posts  in  New  York  Harbor,  and  their  docks,  wharves,  &c.,  and  in  refer- 
ence to  a  much-needed  sea-wall  around  Governor's  Island,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  will  renew  to  Congress  his 
recommendation  for  this  sea-wall ;  but  the  limits  of  this  report  will  not 
permit  more  than  this  casual  reference  to  the  subject. 

The  reports  of  the  chief  quartermaster,  medical  director,  chief  pay- 
master, and  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  indicate  a  satisfactory 
condition  of  affairs  in  their  departments. 

I  inclose,  also,  a  report  by  Capt.  H.  G.  Litchfield,  Second  Artillery, 
who  has  been  on  special  duty  at  the  headquarters  Department  of  the 
East  since  November,  1878,  in  connection  with  rifle  practice.  The 
great  improvement  in  this  practice  by  the  Eegular  Army  during  the  past 
year  is  now  a  matter  of  public  knowledge,  and  it  is,  therefore,  needless 
for  me  to  enter  upon  it  in  this  report,  more  especially  as  on  the  10th 
instant  I  forwarded,  for  the  information  of  the  General  of  the  Army, 
full  reports  of  the  shooting  of  the  several  ^' Army  teams,"  assembled  at 
Greedmoor,  L.  I.,  to  participate  in  the  international  military  match,  shot 
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there  on  the  18th  of  September  last.  Although  the  teams  of  the  Eegu- 
lar  Army  were  unsuccessful  in  that  match,  yet  they  gave  ample  evidence 
of  their  skill  and  persistent  practice,  not  only  in  it,  but  in  others  in 
which  they  took  part  and  were  successful.  If  the  great  encouragement 
in  this  direction  shall  be  continued,  highly  beneficial  results  will  surely 
follow. 

The  discipline  and  general  condition  of  the  troops  in  this  comman^ 
as  reported  to  me,  are  satisfactory  and  commendable.  The  diminished 
strength  of  artillery  companies  at  many  of  the  sea-coast  forts  is  a  serious 
hinderance  to  artillery  practice  and  instruction,  especially  with  heavy 
guns. 

The  General  of  the  Army  having  expressed  an  opinion  that  there 
should  be  at  each  garrisoned  fort  at  least  two  companies  of  troops,  steps 
looking  to  that  end  have  already  been  taken,  but  the  deficiency  of 
quarters  at  many  of  the  posts  has  delayed  the  earlier  fulfillment  of  that 
intention.  Orders  have  already  been  issued  withdrawing  the  company 
of  the  First  Artillery  from  Fort  Independence  and  sending  it  to  Fort 
Warren,  Mass.,  where  there  is  already  one  company  of  that  regiment. 
Estimates  for  such  additional  buildings  and  repairs  as  may  be  required 
at  those  posts  to  be  so  garrisoned  are  now  being  prepared,  and  a  proper 
opportunity  is  only  awaited  to  carry  the  programme  decided  upon  into 
execution.  When  this  has  been  accomplished,  there  will  be  but  little 
reason  on  the  part  of  post  commanders  for  not  requiring  a  frequent  drill 
and  instruction  of  the  troops,  as  is  contemplated  by  existing  orders  and 
regulations.  The  inspectors-general  do  not  make  a  favorable  report  in 
regard  to  such  drill  and  instruction,  but  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
much  of  this  backwardness  is  due  to  the  very  small  companies  and  few 
of  them,  in  many  instances  only  one,  at  some  of  the  posts.  I  am  satis- 
fied, however,  that  at  some  posts  having  more  than  one  company  the 
want  of  efficient  instruction  and  drill  must  arise  from  lack  of  due  inter- 
est, and  measures  will  be  taken  to  correct  this  where  it  is  found  to 
exist. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D.  S.  nANCOCEL, 

Major- Oeneraly  Commwnding. 

The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  D.  C. 


11.— KEPORT  OF  IXSPECTOR-GENERAL  K.  H.  DAYIS. 

Headquabtees  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 
Governor's  Island^  New  York  HarhoTy  October  11, 1879, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
September  30, 1879. 

The  acting  assistant  inspectors-general  of  the  Departments  of  the 
East  and  South,  constituting  this  division,  are,  respectively,  Maj.  R. 
Arnold,  Fifth  Artillery,  and  Capt.  G.  B.  Russell,  Ninth  Infantry,  the 
same  officers  as  at  the  date  of  last  year's  report.  They  are  both  inteUi- 
gent  and  efficient  officers,  and  attentive  to  their  duties. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  EAST. 

Inspections. — Inspections  of  all  the  military  posts  of  this  department 
have  been  made  duiing  the  year  by  the  department  inspector  j  atten- 
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tion  is  respectfully  incited  to  his  report.  Strength  of  garrisons  at  date 
of  iuspectigu  is  given  below,  omittiug  a  few  officers  reported  on  special 
duty. 
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The  above  table  shows  a  total  of  1,603  enlisted  men  "  present;"  and 
"  for  duty"  1,013,  being  only  50.8  per  cent,  of  aggregate  strength  of  com- 
mands. 

Personnel. — The  per8on7^e^  of  the  troops,  respecting  the  habits  of  the 
offiiiers,  their  attention  to  duty,  and  the  chara^iter  of  the  enlisted  men, 
as  shown  by  the  inspections,  is  good  and  satisfactory,  as  also  the  condi- 
tion in  res])ect  to  their  discipline,  military  appearance,  equipment,  and 
reailiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Instruction. — ^Theoretical  and  practical  instruction  of  the  troops  in 
the  artillery  and  infantry  is  deHcieut:  it  is  iiot  that  cont^mplat'Od  by 
regulations  and  orders.  Tbe  reason  for  this  deSciency  is  found  in  the 
small  number  of  troops  at  the  several  pests  and  the  constant  employ- 
ment of  a  large  percentage  of  the  men  on  mechanical,  fatigue,  and  other 
kinds  of  extra  and  daily  duty. 

So  long  an  this  condition  of  things  lasts  it  mnst  be  expected  that  the 
troops  will  no*  be  properly  and  fully  instructed  in  their  duties  and  in  a 
knowledge  of  their  profession. 

Altliough  experts  in  the  use  of  the  pick  and  Bhovel,  and  therefore  effi- 
cient in  making  roads,  throwing  up  iutrenchments,  &c.,  yet  it  is  very 
desirable,  if  not  indispensable  to  success  in  warfare,  tJiat  they  should  be 
instmctcd  in  tactics,  drills,  and  be  proficient  in  the  use  of  the  guns,  small- 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other  means  and  appliances  furnished  for  use 
in  military  organizations. 

The  necessity  for  new  text-booksand  instructions  in  the  artUlery  branch 
of  the  service  is  apparent. 

Previous  recommendations  for  establishing  the  mounted  batteries  at 
some  suitable  post,  under  the  charge  of  a  tield-ofScer  selected,  for  instruc- 
tion in  that  special  and  important  arm  of  the  service,  are  here  renewed. 
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If  the  efficiency  of  these  batteries  is  to  be  kept  up  with  the  progress  and 
improTements  in  artillery  service  of  the  present  day,  it  is  imperatively 
necessary  that  more  and  better  facilities  for  instruction,  and  especially 
in  drills  and  target-practice  with  improved  ammunition,  be  afforded  than 
exist  under  the  present  system  of  station  and  instruction.  It  seems 
that  without  the  change  recommended  and  more  suitable  practice,  in 
consideration  of  the  great  improvement  in  rifle-shooting  with  small-arms, 
as  practically  shown  at  this  time,  these  batteries  would  hiive  a  short 
life  before  sharpshooters,  and  would  become  principally  useful  in  firing 
salutes,  &c. 

Target  practice. — ^The  increased  practice  in  target-shooting  with  rifle- 
muskets  the  past  year  has  given  most  gratifying  results  in  the  improve- 
ment in  accuracy  of  Are  at  short  and  long  ranges,  and  in  creating  a  mbst 
praiseworthy  enthusiasm  in  the  Army  in  this  the  most  important  branch 
of  efficiency  of  troops  for  civilized  or  sav'age  warfare. 

I  renew  my  recommendation  of  last  year,  that  annual  encampments  in 
each  military  division  of  as  many  troops  as  it  is  possible  to  concentrate 
for  military  instruction  and  rifle  practice  should  be  ordered.  The  im- 
portance of  such  instruction  in  establishing  uniformity  therein,  and  of 
the  increased  proficiency  in  rifle-shooting  which  would  result  therefrom, 
is  too  apparent  to  any  well-posted  military  man  to  need  argument. 

The  scores  of  the  Army  teams  made  at  the  International  Military 
Mat<5h  at  Creedmoor,  L.  I.,  this  year,  under  the  circumstances,  and  the 
result  of  their  practice  there,  were  very  creditable  and  gratifying.  The 
twelve  best  shots  tied  the  successful  team;  and,  in  previous  practice,  the 
Atlantic  Team  made,  as  I  am  informed,  a  score  better  than  that  which 
won  the  prize. 

Capt.  H.  G.  Litchfield,  Second  Artillery,  who  commanded  the  ^^Atlantic 
Team,"  remarks : 

The  result  is  highly  encouraging  when  it  is  understood  that  the  State  teams  were 
composed  admittedly  of  the  best  veteran  military  marksmen  in  the  world,  thoroughly 
organized  as  a  t-eam  in  every  particular,  and  using  most  perfect  weapons  and  ammu- 
nition. Although  the  Army  teams,  from  lack  of  opportunity  and  organization  before- 
hand, must  yield  the  palm  this  year  to  the  veteran  team  of  the  Empire  State,  without 
doubt  the  equal  of  any  ever  organized,  the  fact  remains  patent  that  in  individual 
marksmanship,  which  is  the  real  measure  of  merit  in  the  soldier,  the  superiority  of 
our  riflemen  cannot  now  be  questioned.  *  «  «  Among  the  prizes  won  by  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  division  during  tlie  meeting,  especial  notice  is  invited  to  the 
great  gold  medal,  won  by  Sergeant  Blue,  Tenth  United  States  Infantry ;  the  "Military 
Championship"  gold  badge,  by  Lieut.  G.  N.  Whistler,  Fifth  United  States  Artillery; 
and  the  second  prize  in  the  "  International  Military  Match"  for  "  the  highest  aggregate 
score,"  won  by  Second  Lieut.  Thos.  J.  Clay,  Tenth  United  States  Infantry. 

Such  results  in  rifle-shooting  by  our  troops,  when  it  is  recollected  that 
the  introduction  into  our  Array  of  a  system  of  general  practice,  with 
anjiihing  like  an  adequate  supply  of  ammunition  for  it,  is  of  recent  date, 
is  certainly  a  record  that  can  be  referred  to  with  pride  and  satisfaction, 
as  showing  the  increased  proficiency  acquired  by  a  portion  of  the  troops 
in  the  use  of  the  rifle,  who  have  had  facilities  for  practice,  and  in  the 
excellent  quality  of  breech-loading  rifles  now  supplied  by  the  Ordnance 
Department. 

Kow  that  there  is  a  general  interest  felt  in  the  Army  for  acquiring 
proficiency  in  rifle-shooting,  it  is  hoped  that  the  authorities  controlling 
this  matter  will  take  measures  to  continue  this  interest  by  affording  in- 
creased facilities  for  practice  by  furnishing  the  best  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion possible  for  practice,  and  will  ask  Congress  to  provide  means  for 
awarding  suitable  prizes  and  badges  for  meritorious  marksmanship. 

In  our  country  we  will  profbably  have  for  some  years  hostilities  with 
Indian  tribes ;  and  in  no  kind  of  warfare  will  individual  marksmanship 
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with  the  rifle  tell  more  effectually  in  securing  victory  to  and  preserving 
the  lives  of  our  troops,  in  economy  to  the  service,  and  in  giving  that 
protection  to  our  frontier  settlements  and  mining  interests  which  they 
justly  claim  from  the  government. 

Pertinent  to  this  subject  is  the  following  quotation  from  Lieutenant 
Greene's  recent  report  of  Eussian  Campaigns  in  Turkey,  to  wit : 

But  all  weapons  are  dwarfed  before  Jhe  breech-loading  masket,  firineeasily  five  or 
six  shots  a  minute  and  carrying  to  a  ran^e  of  a  mile  and  a  quarter.  Therefore  the 
infantry  is  now  niore  than  ever  the  arm  of  the  service  upon  which  all  the  hard  fighting 
devolves,  which  inflicts  and  receives  the  greatest  damage,  and  to  which  aU  other  parts 
of  an  army  are  merely  subsidiary.  * 

I  deem  it  but  simple  justice  to  the  major-general  commanding  this 
division  to  say  that  much  of  the  success  in  rifle-practice  in  his  command 
is  due  to  his  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  this  subject,  to  his  ener- 
getic action  in  this  direction,  and  to  the  liberal  facilities  (within  his 
power)  afforded  for  it. 

Funds. — Quarterly  inspections  of  disbursing-ofiScers'  accounts  in  the 
department  have  been  made,  excepting  for  the  third  quarter,  when  other 
duties  prevented ;  disbursements  properly  made,  and  balances  correct. 

JSupplies. — The  supply  departments  efficiently  administered,  and  no 
complaints  made. 

Clothing. — ^The  clothing  now  made  and  furnished  the  Army  is  excel- 
lent in  quality.  The  old  clothing  on  hand  is  rather  indifferent  in  quality, 
and  in  some  cases  unsuitable  for  issue.  It  is  recommended  that  it  be 
gradually  disposed  of  by  sale,  issue  to  prisoners,  to  asylums  for  sol- 
diers &c. 

Buildings.^Detmled  reports  have  been  made  of  the  capacity,  condi- 
tion, and  repairs  needed  respecting  the  public  buildings.  A  concentra- 
tion of  the  troops  into  larger  garrisons  would  result  in  economy  to,  and 
efficiency  of,  the  service,  and  the  contemplated  change  to  this  effect  on 
our  northern  frontier  will,  if  carried  out,  require  additional  quarters  and 
barrack  accommodations  for  the  troops. 

Ordnance  property. — I  concur  in  opinion  with  the  department  inspector 
recommending  that  an  ordnance  officer  be  detailed  to  inspect  and  make 
final  disposition  of  the  large  amount  of  ordnance  property,  of  little  or 
no  value,  at  many  of  the  military  posts. 

Medical  department. — The  medical  department  is  well  provided  and 
administered.  Hospitals  generally  in  good  condition.  The  health  of  the 
troops  has  been  excellent.  Attention  to  the  diet  of  the  troops  and  the 
observance  of  sanitary  rules  have  preserved  the  health  and  induced  the 
contentment  thereof. 

Post  schools. — By  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  department  inspector, 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  no  post  schools  for  enlisted  men  at  many 
of  the  posts ;  at  others  there  are  schools  only  fairly  attended ;  at  some 
posts  no  enlisted  men  competent  to  teach  were  found  in  the  command. 
I  recommend  that  special  instructions  be  given  to  enlist  suitable  teach- 
ers for  each  and  all  of  our  military  posts  where  a  teacher  is  needed.  At 
some  posts  suitable  buildings  for  a  school  were  not  available. 

Signal  service. — Most  of  the  posts  are  supplied  with  a  complete  outfit 
for  signaling,  but  generally  little  attention  is  given  to  the  subject.  The 
small  number  of  men  for  duty  and  their  occupation  with  other  duties 
will  generally  account  for  this. 

Cemeteries. — ^The  post  cemeteries  are  reported  in  fair  order,  but  in  some 
cases  needing  improvement  in  their  condition. 

Ordnance  sergeants. — Attention  is  invited  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  department  inspector  that  a  law  be  passed  to  retire  on  full  pay  old 
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and  meritorious  ordnance  sergeants.  I  concur  in  this  recommendation 
with  the  provision  that  it  shall  apply  to  all  old  and  deserving  sergeants 
of  the  Army,  in  the  line  as  well  as  in  the  staff. 

Forts. — The  barracks  and  galleries  at  Fort  Hamilton  reported  damp 
and  leaky.  Magazine  not  in  good  order.  Sea  encroaching  upon  15-inch, 
gun  battery. 

Fort  Warren. — ^Not  properly  cared  for  on  account  of  insufficient  force. 
No  drills  or  parades,  nor  instruction  inH;he  piece,  &c. 

Fort  Adams. — Very  little  drill  at  heavy  guns ;  no  artillery  practice. 

Fort  Trumhulh — No  artillery  practice. 

Fort  Porter. — No  drills  or  parades ;  no  skirmish  drill ;  no  recitations. 

Fort  Brady. — ^No  instruction  in  battalion  or  skirmish  drills. 

Fort  Wayne. — No  drills  since  arrival  of  Tenth  Infantry  at  post,  be- 
cause of  reduced  strength  of  companies. 

At  Fort  Schuyler  sea  steadily  encroaching  on  each  side  of  reservation ; 
20  feet  carried  away  by  the  abrasion  of  the  sea  this  year ;  one  severe 
storm  might  make  a  break  involving  large  expenditures ;  sea  wall  re- 
quired. The  neck  connecting  the  reservation  with  the  mainland  is 
being  washed  away  by  the  sea,  and  at  high  tide  is  nearly  impassible ; 
the  causeway  needs  reconstructing. 

The  means  of  extinguishing  fires  at  Forts  Wayne^  Adams^  and  Ham- 
ilton inadequate.  This  is  a  matter  demanding  the  attention  of  the 
pro])er  /authorities. 

The  variety  and  amount  of  duties  devolving  upon  the  department 
inspector  give  him  much  hard  work  in  and  out  of  his  office,  which  re- 
quires for  him  the  exclusive  services  of  a  good  clerk. 

The  penitentiaries  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  Columbus,  Ohio,  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  as  required  by  existing  orders,  by  Lieut.  G.  S.  L. 
Ward,  aid-de-camp. 

DEPART]VIENT   OF  THE  SOUTH. 

Inspections. — ^Inspections  of  military  posts  and  stations  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South  have  been  made  as  follows : 

The  average  monthly  strength  of  the  garrisons  at  the  several  posts, 
*^  present''  and  *'ix)r  duty-'  (exclusive  of  extra  and  daily  duty,  and 
omitting  fractions),  is  given. 

Fort  Johnston^  N.O. — Battery  0,  Second  Artillery,  Oapt.  W.  P.  Graves, 
commanding.  February  9,  1879,  by  the  department  commander  and 
inspector.  Present,  commissioned  officers  3,  enlisted  men  31  j  for  duty, 
commissioned  officers  3,  enlisted  men  19 — 61.3  per  cent. 

C/iarlesto7iy  8.  C. — Headquarters  Light  Battery  F  and  Batteries  E  and 
D,  Fifth  Artillery,  Col.  H.  J.  Hunt,  commanding.    December  11,  1878, 
by  department  inspector,  and  February  7,  1879,  by  department  com- 
mander and  inspector.    Present,  commissioned  officers  14,  enlisted  men 
123;  for  duty,  commissioned  officers  14,  enlisted  men  83 — 67.4  per  cent. 

McPlierson  Barracks^  Oa. — Headquarters  and  9  companies  Eighteenth 
Infantry.  December  5,  1878,  by  depai-tment  inspector.  Also  the 
headquarters  and  Batteries  B,  D,  E,  F,  I,  L,  and  M,  Fifth  ArtUlery. 
January  30,  1879,  by  the  General  of  the  Army,  department  commander 
and  inspector.  Present,  commLssioued  officers  26,  enlisted  men  245; 
for  duty,  commissioned  officers  25,  enlisted  men  199 — S1.2  per  cent. 

Saint  Francis  Barracks^  Fla. — Batteries  A  and  K,  Fifth  Artillery, 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  Dent,  commanding.  February  4, 1879,  by  the  General 
of  the  Army,  department  commander,  and  inspector.  Present,  com- 
missioned officers  5,  enlisted  men  62;  for  duty,  commissioned  officers  5, 
enlisted  men  39—62.9  per  cent. 
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Oglethorpe  Barracks j  Oa. — Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery,  Maj.  G.  P.  An- 
drews, commanding.  February  1, 1879,  by  the  General  of  the  Army, 
department  commander,  and  inspector.  Present,  commissioned  ofiBcers 
4,  enlisted  men  30 ;  for  auty,  commissioned  officers  4,  enlisted  men  18 — 
60  per  cent. 

Fort  Barrancas,  Fla. — Batteries  B,  L,  and  M,  Fifth  Artillery,  Maj.  W. 
H.  Closson,  commanding.  February  19,  1879,  by  General  of  the  Army 
and  department  inspector,  and  May  22,  1879,  by  department  com- 
mander and  inspector.  Present,  commissioned  officers  7,  enlisted  men 
67 ;  for  duty,  commissioned  officers  7,  enlisted  men  39 — 58.2  per  cent. 

Jaekson  Barracks,  La, — Headquarters  and  Companies  A,  D,  H,  and 
I,  Thiiteenth  Infantry,  Col.  P.  E.  de  Trobriand,  commanding.  February 
25,  1879,  by  the  General  of  the  Army  and  department  inspector,  and 
May  21,  1879,  by  department  commander  and  inspector,  also  in  camp 
December  6,  1878,  by  department  insi>ector.  Present,  commissioned 
officers  10,  enlisted  men  147 ;  for  duty,  commissioned  officers  10,  en- 
listed men  114 — 77.5  per  cent. 

Little  Rock  Barracks,  ^r/:.— Companies  C  and  E,  Thirteenth,  Infantry, 
Capt.  H.  B.  Rogers,  commanding.  May  25,  1879,  by  the  department 
commander.  Present,  commissioned  officers  4,  enlisted  men  42;  for 
duty,  commissioned  officers  3,  enlisted  men  27 — 64.2  per  cent. 

Mount  Vernon  Barracks,  Ala, — Company  G,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Capt. 
E.  W.  Cliff,  commanding.  February  21,  1879,  by  the  General  of  the 
Army.  Present,  commissioned  officers  3,  enlisted  men  42 ;  for  duty, 
commissioned  officers  3,  enlisted  men  32 — 276.1  per  cent. 

Baton  Rouge  Barracks,  La, — Companies  B,  F,  and  K,  Thirteenth  In- 
fantry. Maj.  R.  S.  La  Motte,  commanding.  February  26,  1879,  by  the 
Geueral  of  the  Army  and  department  inspector.  Present,  commis- 
sioned officers  8,  enlisted  men  87 ;  for  duty,  commissioned  officers  8, 
enlinted  men  58—66.6  per  cent. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. — Company  A,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Lieut.  G.  S. 
Hoyt,  commanding.  December  16,  1878,  by  department  inspector. 
Present,  commissioned  officers  3,  enlisted  men  35 ;  for  duty,  commis- 
sioned officers  3,  enlisted  men  24—68.5  per  cent. 

Abandoned, — Posts  abandoned  during  the  year:  Charleston,  S.  C. ; 
Oglethorpe  Barracks,  Ga. ;  Baton  Rouge  Barracks,  La. ;  and  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 

Changes, — ^The  Eighteenth  Infantry  left  the  department  and  division 
last  April,  and  the  garrison  at  Barrancas  Barracks  removed  in  June  to 
Atlanta,  Ga.  There  are  but  eight  companies  in  the  department  that 
have  not  changed  stations  during  the  year. 

Money  accounts. — ^Accounts  of  disbursing  officers  regularly  inspected 
as  ordered. 

Instruction,  <fec. — ^Instruction  in  drill  and  recitations  has  been  fairly 
kept  up  at  most  posts,  but  particularly  well  at  Fort  Barrancas  by  Major 
Closson.  No  battery  drills  reported  in  Light  Battery  F,  Fifth  Artillery. 
Excuse  given,  small  number  of  men.  This  battery  has  had  recitations, 
and  been  occupied  otherwise  in  taking  care  of  its  horses,  which  are  sel- 
dom used  in  drill. 

Target  practice  irregularly  and  little  practiced  at  the  posta  until  the 
issue  of  Division  General  Orders  No.  2  {current  series),  and  subse- 
quently for  some  time,  by  reason  of  no  suitable  practice-ground,  as  re- 
ported at  several  of  the  -posts,  and  the  fact  that  the  troops  were  either 
moving  or  preparing  to  change  station. 

Partial  reports  of  company  practice  were  made  in  July  j  weekly  re- 
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ports  to  department  headquarters  of  the  best  shots  in  companies  ordered 
in  June. 

The  progress  both  in  companies  and  si)ecial  teams  has  been  satisfiu^ 
tory ;  the  practice  has  developed  many  good  shots  among  troops  that 
had  not  before  practiced,  and  the  number  of  good  shots  in  the  depart- 
ment has  greatly  increased.  The  best  ten  shots  in  companies  at  each 
range  were  published  weekly  from  department  headquarters.  Prior  to 
June  but  one  company  (0,  Thii'teenth  Infantry)  regularly  practiced, 
while  in  July  every  company  except  F,  Thirteenth  Infantry  (at  New- 
port Barracks,  where  no  suitable  range  was  available),  shot; 

Supplies. — The  troops  have  been  generally  well  supplied,  the  stores 
usually  furnished  for  a  limited  time. 

BarrackSy  &c. — The  barrack  accommodations  reported  good,  except  for 
headquarters  and  four  companies  Thirteenth  Infantry  at  Jackson  Bar- 
racks.   Hospitals  and  storehouses  ample  and  suitable. 

Sanitary  condition. — The  sanitary  condition  of  posts  occupied  excellent; 
to  avoid  danger  from  epidemics,  troops  were  moved  from  New  Orleans 
and  Barrancas.  Those  at  Key  West  did  not  change  station,  the  place 
being  healthy.    The  general  health  of  troops  is  excellent. 

Discipline. — Discipline  reported  very  good. 

Court-martial. — No  officer  has  been  tried  by  court-martial,  and  only 
63  enlisted  men  were  brought  before  courts. 

Miscellaneotis. — ^No  complaints  from  the  men  respecting  food,  treat- 
ment, and  clothing,  except  that  the  want  of  suitable  summer  clothing  is 
felt  in  the  department;  the  troops  seem  to  be  contented. 

Schools. — There  has  been  a  good  school  at  Fort  Barrancas  and  at  New- 
port Barracks;  few  or  none  at  other  i)osts.  It  is  reported  that  for  chil- 
dren their  parents  usually  prefer  sending  them  to  the  schools  of  the 
towns  near  to  which  ai*e  the  posts.  But  these  schools  do  not  accommo- 
date the  enlisted  men. 

Key  West  and  Neicport  Barracks. — It  does  not  appear  that  any  inspec- 
tion has  been  made  of  the  posts  and  troops  of  Key  West,  Fla.,  and 
Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  during  the  year;  the  foregoing  report  shows 
what  inspections  of  other  posts  have  been  made. 

Change  of  regiments. — Since  my  last  annual  report  the  Twenty-second 
Infantry  has  left,  and  the  Tenth  Infantry  has  joined  the  Department  of 
the  East. 

Contrih\ition  to  post  fund. — I  renew  a  previous  recommendation  that 
60  per  cent,  of  the  stoppages  against  privates,  and  of  fines  imposed  by 
sentence  of  courts-martial  in  the  Army,  constitute  a  post  ftind  to  be  dis- 
bursed for  the  direct  benefit  of  the  enlisted  men,  under  the  direction  of 
department  commanders. 

Personal  duties. — My  owti  duties  during  the  year  have  embraced 
quarterly  inspections  of  the  money  accounts  of  disbursing  officers 
stationed  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Ehode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Michigan;  of  national  cemeteries  in 
New  Jersey  and  New  York  (by  General  Order  61,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  June  18, 1879, 1  was  relieved  from  the 
iiisi)ection  of  national  cemeteries  previously  required  of  me) ;  of  public 
property,  clothing,  &c.,  at  depots  in  New  York  City  and  Philadelphia ; 
inspections  and  special  investigations  at  Forts  Hamilton,  Wadsworth, 
Schuyler,  Montgomery,  Warren,  Independence,  and  Plattsburg  Bar- 
racks, besides  others ;  service  as  member  of  a  retiring  board  convened 
pursuant  to  Special  Order  23,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  of  January  29  1879,  and  dissolved  per  Si>ecial  Order 
202,  Headcpiarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  of  September 
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2, 1879 ;  as  member  of  boards  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  ap- 
pointment in  the  Army ;  as  member  of  board  of  officers  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  into  the  subject  of  lighting  company  quarters,  &c.,  and  the 
issue  of  candles  to  the  Army  in  different  latitudes  and  in  different  seasons 
of  the  year,  convened  per  Special  Order  26,  Headquarters  Division  of 
the  Atlantic,  current  series,  on  which  duty  this  board  is  now  engaged; 
besides  miscellaneous  duties  of  other  kinds,  which  have  occupied  my 
whole  time. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask  and  urge  the  division  commander  to  recommend 
that  estimates  for  incidental  expenses  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
be  made  to  provide  requisite  clerks  for  the  Inspector-General's  Depart- 
ment, that  its  officers  may  be  able  to  discharge  properly  and  with  more 
satisfaction  to  themselves  and  the  service  their  responsible  and  im- 
portant duties.  Heretofore  this  department  has  not  been  furnished 
adequate  means  in  this  respect,  and  it  is  a  marked  example  of  discrim- 
ination against  it  as  compared  with  other  departments  of  the  service. 

The  officers  of,  and  on  duty  in,  this  department  have  been,  generally, 
long  in  the  service;  they  have  much  hard  and  fatiguing  labor  to  per- 
form in  their  inspections  and  traveling  tours  of  duty,  besides  oflSce  work 
which  requires  much  writing,  examination  of  papers  in  the  preparation 
of  their  reports,  and  much  strictly  clerical  work  in  the  routine  of  keep- 
ing office  records;  their  duties  necessitate  frequent  examination  of 
papers,  orders,  and  laws  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  them  by  the 
service. 

Under  the  existing  state  of  things  they  are  often  obliged  to  work  at 
night  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  this  after  broken  of  their  rest 
in  their  journeys,  and  when  it  is  too  great  a  tax  upon  them  physically 
and  mentally.  They  should  have  more  time  and  opportunity  to  inform 
themselves  respecting  the  service,  and  more  assistance  in  the  prepara 
tion  of  their  work. 

It  is  believed  there  is  not  in  the  whole  Army,  in  line  and  staff^  such 
a  burdensome  deprivation  of  proper  clerical  and  messenger  aid  m  the 
discharge  of  important  duties  iu  any  one  branch  as  exists  in  the  In- 
spector-General's Department. 

The  inspector,  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  on  him,  must  be  a  kind 
of  peripatetic  encyclopedia,  having  a  knowledge  of  men,  transactions, 
and  things.  He  can  no  more  satisfactorily  do  the  duties  properly  per- 
taining to  his  office,  when  required  to  travel  and  work  at  clerical  details 
day  and  night,  than  can  the  architect  or  engineer  perform  their  legiti- 
mate duties  if  required  to  dress  the  materials  and  carry  the  hod.  Eea- 
sonable  aid,  equity,  and  even  justice  is  respectfully  asked. 
Very  respectfully, 

K.  H.  DAVIS, 
Inspector-Oeneral,  V.  S.  A, 

The  Adjutant-General 

Military  Divisian  of  the  Atlantic, 


12.— REPOET  OF  BRIG.  GEN.  C.  C.  AUGUR. 

Headquabtebs  Department  op  the  South, 

Newport  Barracks^  Ky,j  October  10, 1879. 

Sir:  I  Jiave  the  honor  to  submit  annual  report  for  Department  of  the 
South,  as  follows: 
At  date  of  last  annuql  report  the  garrisons  of  Jackson  Barracks,  Baton 
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Eouge,  Fort  Barrancas,  Charleston,  Gliattanooga,  and  Little  Eock  were 
in  summer  camp  to  avoid  the  epidemic  of  yellow-fever,  then  prevalent 
in  portions  of  the  South.  These  garrisons  were  returned  to  their  proper 
stations  between  October  28  and  December  19, 1878. 

Lieut.  H.  H.  Benner,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  who  had  volunteered  for 
the  perilous  duty  of  taking  charge  of  distributing  supplies  from  the 
steamer  Chambers  to  yellow-fever  sufferers  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
died  "on  duty,''  of  the  disease  he  went  to  alleviate,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss., 
October  17, 1878. 

Full  reports  of  his  death  were  forwarded  at  the  time.  Through  the 
generous  sympathy  of  individuals  and  communities  in  all  parts  of  our 
country,  i^artial  provision  has  been  made  for  the  support  of  his  destitute 
widow  and  children,  and  it  is  respectfully  recommended  that  Congress 
be  urged  to  grant  her  an  adequate  pension.  In  this  connection  I  wish 
to  invite  attention  to  the  praiseworthy  conduct  of  Lieut.  0.  S.  Hall, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  who  volunteered  for  the  same  duty  at  the  same 
time  as  Ijieutenant  Benner,  and  accompanied  him,  and  after  his  death 
succeeded  him  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Chambers  and  supplies,  and 
successfiilly  and  satisfactorily  completed  the  work  confided  to  him. 

In  October,  1878,  Captain  Pratt's  company  (B),  Thirteenth  Infantry, 
was  sent  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  at  the  request  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  reservation  and  United  States  commissioners,  who  had  cause  to  ap- 
prehend interference  with  the  performance  of  their  duties:  but  matters 
having  quieted  there,  it  was,  on  the  17th  of  November,  by  authority, 
returned  to  its  station  at  Little  Rock.  * 

On  December  11  this  company  was  again,  upon  the  renewed  applica- 
tion of  the  superintendent  and  commissioners,  and  by  authority  of  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  returned  to  Hot  Springs,  where  it  still 
has  its  temporary  station.  Barracks  are  hired  and  officers  receive  com- 
mutation of  quarters.  Its  duties  are  to  protect  government  proi)erty  in 
charge  of  the  superintendent  and  the  Hot  Springs  Commission. 

On  April  9,  1879,  Battery  I,  Fifth  Artillery,  was  transferred  from 
Charleston  to  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  1879,  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Colonel  Ruger 
(9  companies  from  Atlantxi  and  1  from  Chattanooga),  left  this  depart- 
ment for  the  Department  of  Dakota,  in  compliance  with  General  Orders 
!No.  38,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  current  series. 

The  post  of  Chattanooga  was  the  same  day  discontinued,  by  authority 
from  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  and  is  now  under  charge  of  the  8nx)er- 
intendent  of  the  national  cemetery  at  that  place. 

On  April  18,  1879,  the  garrison  of  Oglethorpe  Barracks,  Ga.  (Major 
Andrews,  and  Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery),  was  transferred  to  McPherson 
Barracks,  Ga.,  and  between  April  18  and  22  the  remainder  of  the  gar- 
rison at  Charleston  (headquarters.  Light  Battery  F  and  Battery  E, 
Fifth  Artillery)  was  transferred  also  to  McPherson  Barracks. 

The  post«  of  Charleston  and  Savannah  were  then  discontinued,  under 
authority  from  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  and  left  in  charge  of  ord- 
nance sergeants. 

Inasmuch  as  the  State  of  South  Carolina  declined  to  receive  the  cita- 
del at  Charleston  upon  the  conditions  named  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
application  was  made  by  me,  on  September  26,  for  authority  to  give  com- 
mutation of  fuel  and  rations  to  a  non-commissioned  officer  to  be  ordered 
to  Charleston  to  assist  the  ordnance  sergeant  in  protecting  the  prop- 
erty, as  the  two  stations,  the  arsenal  and  citadel,  are  far  apart  and 
subject  to  depredations. 

On  May  1,  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  was  transferred  from 
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Baton  Eouge  Barracks,  La.,  to  IN'ewport  Barr^ks^  Ky.,  and  on  June  6, 
pursuant  to  authority,  the  post  of  Baton  Eouge,  La.,  was  dlscontinuea 
and  the  m^jor  and  Company  El; Thirteenth  Infantry,  transferred  to  Little 
Bock  Barracks,  and  Company  B  transferred  to  Mount  Yernon  Barracks, 
Ala.    An  ordnance  sergeant  was  left  in  charge  of  the  barracks. 

Anticipating  the  approach  of  the  yellow-fever  season,  and  pursuant 
to  authority  (June  12  and  14),  the  garrison  of  Fort  Barrancas  (Major 
Closson,  and  batteries  B,  L,  and  M,  Fifth  Artillery)  was  transferred  to 
McPherson  Barracks,  6a. 

June  16,  the  garrison  of  Jackson  Barracks  (headquarters,  and  compa- 
nies A,  D,  H,  and  I,  Thirteenth  Infantry)  went  into  summer  camp  at 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

On  account  of  the  unfortunate  experience  of  last  year  in  leaving  a  de- 
tachment of  enlisted  men  at  Jackson  and  Baton  Eouge  Barracks,  where 
nearly  all  took  the  fever,  this  year  Jackson  Barracks  was  left  under 
charge  of  the  ordnance  sergeant  with  hospital  steward  and  four  civilian 
watchmen,  all  acclimated,  under  the  supervision  of  Lieutenant  Baldwin, 
Fifth  Artillery,  acting  depot  commissary  in  New  Orleans ;  Acting  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Artand  also  remained  at  the  post. 

At  Fort  Barrancas  were  left  the  ordnance  sergeant,  hospital  steward, 
and  three  civilian  watchmen,  all  acclimated.  • 

The  commanding  officer  at  Key  West  Barracks  was.authorized,  on  ap- 
pearance of  yellow  fever,  to  move  the  troops  to  Fort  Jefferson,  Dry  Tor- 
tugas ;  but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  fever,  and  the  garrison  remains  at 
Key  West. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  out  of  the  thirty-two  companies  in  this  depart- 
ment at  date  of  last  annual  report,  twenty-five  have  changed  station 
since  April  1, 1879  (ten  having  left  tbe  department) ;  seven  companies 
only  in  the  department  have  not  changed  station  during  the  past  year. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  General  Orders  No.  3,  current  series,  Division 
Headquarters,  systematic  target  practice  on  the  Creedmoor  system  was 
enjoined,  but  satisfactory  practice  was  delayed  and  interrupted  at, most 
posts  by  the  move  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  the  consequent  change  of 
station  of  the  garrisons  of  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and  transfer  for 
the  summer  of  the  garrisons  of  Jackson  Barracks  and  Fort  Barrancas, 
the  discontinuance  of  the  post  at  Baton  Rouge  and  the  want  of  suitable 
ranges,  most  of  the  troops  being  stationed  neaop  populous  places  and 
many  within  city  limits.  Now,  however,  every  company  in  the  depart- 
ment, except  the  company  here,  where  no  available  range  has  been- 
found,  practices  regularly. 

In  order  to  facilitate  selection  of  best  shots  for  practice  at  Govemor^s 
Island,  special  teams  of  not  less  than  five  men  were  organized  in.  each 
company  in  May  last.  These  teams  have  now  been  d£continued,.and 
company  practice  goes  on. 

A  marked  improvement  in  the  number  of  good  shots  is  seen,  each 
month,  and  praiseworthy  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  this  important 
requirement  is  shown  by  nearly  all  officers  and  men. 

The  troops  are  well  quartered  and  supplied.  Discipline  is  excellent. 
Most  of  the  troops  are  reasonably  well  instructed,  but  at  small  posts  and 
in  the  heat  of  summer,  drills  are  necessarily  not  frequent. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  signs  of  yellow  fever  or  any  epidemic 
have  shown  themselves  at  any  post  or  station  in  this  department. 

The  medical  director  in  report  inclosed^  refers  in  terms  of  praise  to  the 
conduct  of  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  I.  W.  Scott  at  New  Orleans,  iii  1878,  in 
which  I  concur.    It  is  referred  to  in  my  last  report. 

As  will  be  seen  from  inclosed  report  of  the  judge-advocate  of  the  de. 

9  w 
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partment,  there  were  tried  in  the  department :  Officers,  none ;  enlisted 
men,  by  general  courts-martial  (cases),  49;  by  garrison  conrts-martial 
(cases),  681;  total,  730  cases.  These  ''cases''  tried  represent  only  237 
individual  enlisted  men ;  so  it  will  be  seen  that  each  of  these  237  men 
wa^  tried  on  an  average  three  times,  wlule  824  enlisted  men  were  not 
tried  at  all.  Most  of  the  trials  by  garrison  courts-martial  were  at  posts 
near  large  cities,  and  for  absence  without  leave  and  intoxication. 

Attention  is  invited  to  inclosed  reports  of  the  chief  quartermaster, 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  medical  director.  Judge-advocate,  and 
acting  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  department. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff,  both  general  and  personal,  I  am  indebted 
for  faithful  aud  efficient  performance  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  0.  AUGUB, 
Brigadier- General  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

Govemot^s  Island^  New  York  Marbor. 


13.— EEPOET  OP  MAJ.  GEN.  lEVm  MoDOWELL. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Paoifio 

AND  Department  of  California, 
Presidio  of  San  Francisco^  OaLj  September  30, 1879. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  concerning  the 
service  in  this  division  since  my  last  annual  report,  October  26, 1878 : 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Movement  of  troops. 

At  date  of  last  annual  report.  Company  I,  First  Cavalry,  was  the  only 
company  belonging  to  the  department  still  absent  in  the  field,  in  the 
De])aii;ment  of  tlie  Columbia,  against  hostile  Bannock  Indians. 

October  26,  1878. — Lieut.  C.  C.  Norton,  First  Cavalry,  in  command  of 
a  detachment  of  20  enlisted  men  of  his  company  (C),  escorted  Indians 
from  Camp  Bid  well,  Cal.,  to  Camp  Harney,  Oreg. 

November  3, 1878. — Company  I,  First  Cavalry,  rejoined  station,  Camp 
Halleck,  JSTev. 

January  15, 1879. — Lieut.  O.  J.  Brown,  First  Cavalry,  with  a 'detach- 
ment of  25  enlisted  men.  Company  I,  First  Cavalry,  proceeded  by  raU 
to  Wadsworth  Station,  on  the  Central  Pacific  railroad,  thence  mai'ching 
to  Pyramid  Lake  Indian  Agency,  for  the  purpose  of  aidingthe  civil  au- 
thorities as  posse  comitatus  to  remove  squatters  from  the  reservation. 
The  detachment  returned  to  station  January  29. 

Jamuiry  25, 1879. — In  obedience  to  telegraphic  instructions  from  these 
headquarters.  First  Lieut.  Thomas  Garvey,  First  Cavalry,  with  detach- 
ment of  Company  C,  First  Cavalry,  left  Camp  Bidwell,  Cal.,  and  were 
absent  until  January  31,  endeavoring  to  intercept  Indian  prisoners  re- 
ported as  Ciscaped  from  Camp  Harney,  Oreg. 

February  1, 1879. — Sergt.  Frederick  Stones,  Company  C,  Eighth  In 
fantry,  with  a  detachment  of  10  men  of  same  company,  left  Fort  McDer- 
nrit,  iTev.,  on  scout  to  eastern  range  of  Steins  Mountains,  Oreg.,  in  pur- 
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suit  of  escaped  Indian  prisoners.    Eetamed  to  station  February  15, 
without  encountering  any  Indians. 

February  17  to  22, 1879.— Capt.  E.  B.  Savage,  Eighth  Infantry,  and 
Lieut.  R.  H.  Wilson,  of  the  same  regiment,  with  a  detachment  of  their 
company  (E),  were  on  a  scout  from  theirjstation,  Fort  Gaston,  to  Stone 
Lagoon,  Gal. 

February  22  to  March  13, 1879. — ^Lieut.  J.  W.  Summerhayes,  Eighth 
Infantry,  with  detachment  of  10  enlisted  men  of  Gompany  G,  Eighth 
Infantry,  were  on  scout  from  Fort  McDermit  to  ^'Pete  French's 
Ranch,"  on  the  western  side  of  Steins  Mountains.    Ko  Indians  seen. 

ApHl  14  to  21,  1879.— Sergt.  Frederick  Stones,  Company  G,  Eighth 
Infantry,  with  detachment  of  7  privates  of  the  same  company,  were  on 
scout  from  Fort  McDermit  toward  Owyhee  River,  Greg.  No  Indians 
seen. 

June  11,  1879. — In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, Capt.  E.  B.  Savage,  Eighth  Infantry,  with  11  enlisted  men  of  his 
company,  left  Fort  Gaston,  Gal.,  and  proceeded  to  the  Lower  Elamath 
Indian  Reservation  for  the  purpose  of  ejecting  the  trespassers  therefrom. 
Having  accomplished  his  mission,  he  retnmed  to  his  post  on  the  29th 
July,  leaving  his  detachment  on  the  reservation  to  prevent  the  return 
of  the  persons  ejected.  The  detachment  is  still  camped  on  the  reserva- 
tion. 

July  1,  1879. — Lieut.  R.  H.  Wilson,  with  a  detatchment  of  11  enlisted 
men  of  his  company  (E),  Eighth  Infantry,  left  Fort  Ga«ton,  Gal.,  to  repair 
the  trail  between  the  post  and  Areata,  Cal.,  returning  August  26,  aftw 
completing  this  work. 

July  1, 1879. — Company  I,  First  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Halleck,  Nev.,  on 
a  reconnaissance  to  Duck  Valley,  Kev.,  returning  to  post  July  31, 1879. 

Company  F,  Eighth  Infantry,  is  now  under  orders,  when  relieved  by 
Company  F,  Twelfth  Infantry,  at  Fort  Mojave,  Ariz.,  to  take  station  at 
Benicia  Barracks,  Gal. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  following  papers  concerning  this  department 
and  the  Division  of  the  Pacific: 

Annual  report  of  the  chief  quartermaster,  marked  A. 

Annual  report  of  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  marked  B. 

Annual  report  of  the  medical  director  of  the  Department  of  California, 
marked  C. 

Annual  report  of  the  chief  paymaster,  marked  D. 

Annual  report  of  the  engineer  officer,  marked  E. 

Letter  from  Inspector-General  Schriver,  marked  Ea. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   ARIZONA. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  department  commander  of  the 
Department  of  Arizona  (marked  F),  with  the  reports  of  his  chief  quart-er- 
master  (marked  G),  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  (marked  H),  chief 
paymaster  (marked  I),  acting  inspector  general  (marked  J),  medical 
director  (marked  K),  engineer  officer  (marked  L),  and  assistant  adjutant- 
general  (marked  LL). 

The  department  commander  asks  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
Hualpai  Indians,  who  have  been  the  allies  of  the  United  States  in  their 
wars  with  the  Apaches,  and  who  have  been  in  a  starving  condition. 
The  Secretary  of  War  authorized  two  months'  rations  to  be  issued,  but 
this  will  be  but  a  temporary  relief,  and  I  ask  some  permanent  provision 
be  made  for  these  Indians.  . 

He  also  mentions  especially  the  Pimas,  Maricopas,  and  Papagos,  as 


132         REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

needing  some  immediate  attention,  and  hopes  the  matter  may  be  referred 
to  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  I  saw  some  of  the  Maricopa  and 
Pima  Indians  last  winter.  I  had  seen  them  many  years  ago  and  the, 
change  they  seemed  to  have  undergone  did  not  impress  me  favorably. 
With  the  building  of  the  railroad  to  their  villages  came  many  temptations 
and  many  influences,  and  it  will  require  care  and  help  from  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  to  keep  these  interesting  tribes  from  being  drs^ged  by 
their  present  surroundings  to  a  lower  level  than  they  have  heretofore 
occupied. 

I  join  in  reccimmending  an  early  survey  of  the  new  reservation  for 
these  Indians  on  the  Salinas.  This  survey,  under  the  law,  cannot  be 
done  by  the  military  authorities,  but  must  be  done  by  the  Department 
of  the  Interior. 

There  are  some  renegade  Chiricahuas  in  Mexico,  whose  chiefs  have 
intimated  a  desire  to  return  to  the  reservation  to  which  they  belong. 
As  to  the  measures  referred  to  by  the  department  commander,  now  being 
taken  for  their  return,  I  have  given  explicit  instructions  that  nothing 
should  be  done  to  touch  in  any  way  our  international  relations  with 
Mexico ;  that  with  these  Indians,  as  long  as  they  remain  beyond  our 
limits,  the  military  must  do  nothing. 

I  again  call  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  military  telegraph  line, 
maintained  practically  out  of  the  appropriations  for  the  Quartermaster's 
Department. 

The  line  from  San  Diego  to  Maricopaville  is  utterly  unnecessary.  It 
is  a  rival  to  the  Western  Union  direct  line.  The  line  should. be  aban- 
doned west  of  Maricopaville,  and  as  fast  as  the  Western  Union  line 
advances  with  the  railroad  it  should  be  used,  and  the  military  hue  should 
be  abandoned  and  transferred  to  such  portions  of  the  Territory — ^be- 
tween military  posts — as  are  without  the  telegrai)h.  There  is  no  com- 
])arison  in  the  cost  or  the  efficiency  of  the  service.  The  station  of  the 
ollicer  in  charge  of  the  military  line  has  also  been  heretofore  reported 
against.  He  might  as  well  be  in  Washington  City  as  where  he  is,  at  San 
Diego.  His  being  kept  there,  manifestly  out  of  place,  is  a  subiect  of 
constant  remark  and  reproach. 

I  have  twice  asked  the  General  of  the  Army  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  sanction  the  establishment  of  a  military  post  in  Southern  Arizona,  but 
the  question  was  not  favoi^ably  considered,  and  the  station  at  Huachuca 
has  been  ordered  to  be  kept  as  a  mere  camp.  But  it  has  been  kept  there 
for  so  long  that,  little  by  little,  and  in  spite  of  orders,  shelter  for  sub- 
sistence, forage,  medical  stores,  and  for  the  officers  and  men  have  been 
improvised,  and  the  War  Department  has  recently  authorized  the  erec- 
tion of  a  temporary  hospital,  so  that  there  is  now  no  practical  distinction 
between  this  and  otlier  stations  in  the  Territory.  It  is  established  with 
a  view  to  the  Mexican  frontier,  is  of  importance^  is  healthy,  and  is  as 
near  the  line  of  the  railroad  as  any  post  in  that  section  can  be  placed 
and  efl'ect  the  object  for  which  it  was  established. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  Camp  John  A.  Rucker.  The  completion 
of  so  many  miles  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  has  already  had  a 
marked  effect  on  the  supply  of  the  troops,  and  its  near  completion  to 
Kew  Mexico  will  still  further  reduce  our  expenses  and  add  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  service. 

depajit:vient  of  the  colilvibia. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  ropoii;  of  the  department  commander.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Columbia  (marked  M),  with  the  reports  of  the  chief  quarter- 
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master  (marked  N),  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  (marked  O),  chief  pay- 
master (marked  P),  acting  inspecting-general  (marked  Q),  medical  direc- 
tor (marked  E),  acting  judge-advocate  (marked  S),  and  ordnance  officer 
(marked  T),  sketch  of  country  between  Snake  and  Salmon  Ei  vers  (marked 
tJ). 

The  department  commander  states  that  there  is  a  discrepancy  between 
the  map  of  Moses's  reservation  and  the  language  used  in  describing 
it.  The  map  is  sustained  as  correct  by  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Boyle  as 
to  the  actual  agreement  between  Moses  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
This  new  reservation  has  made  it  necessary  to  establish  a  post  between 
it  and  the  white  settlers,  and  measures  are  now  on  foot  to  build  a  tempo- 
rary camp  near  the  mouth  of  the  outlet  of  Lake  Chelan.  I  think  this 
post  will  prove  to  be  a  permanent  one ;  at  present  it  is  of  great  importance. 

A  few  renegade  Indians  in  Northern  Idaho  have  been  followed  without 
success  in  the  spring,  and  with  but  partial  success  in  the  summer  and 
until  recently.  I  am  happy  to  report  the  persevering  efforts  of  Lieuten- 
ant Farrow,  Twenty-first  Infantn^,  and  his  command,  after  enduring 
much  cold  and  hunger,  have  compelled  their  surrender.  The  depart- 
ment commander's  account  represents  the  country  as  unusually  rough, 
broken  and  impracticable,  and  the  service  to  have  been  particularly 
arduous  and  exhaustive. 

There  is  a  question  pending  as  to  the  use  of  the  Malheur  Eeservation  by 
the  Indian  Bureau.  If  it  is  intended  to  retainit  and  place  Indians  upon  it, 
a  military  post  will  continue  to  be  required.  Camp  Harney,  which  is  on 
the  reservation,  is  at  a  distance  from  the  Agency,  is  out  of  position,  and 
costly.  It  is  kept  up  only  because  of  what  is  understood  to  be  the  in- 
tention of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

GENERAL    SUBJECTS. 

First  Lieut.  William  E.  Qninan,  Fourth  Artillery,  invented  a  sight  for 
field-guns  which  gave  such  promise  of  excellence  that  a  board  was 
order^  to  report  thereon.  Upon  the  favorable  report  of  the  board  and 
my  recommendation,  the  Ordnance  Department  caused  one  of  them  to  be 
made  at  the  Frankfort  Arsenal.  This  has  been  fixed  to  one  of  the  guns 
of  Hasbrouck's  Battery,  and  has  given  great  satisfaction,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  accompanying  report  and  Hasbrouck's  letter  (marked  V). 

Yesterday  a  trial  was  made  with  it  at  target-practice,  with  a  range  of 
about  4,000  yards^  in  presence  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  who  was  favor- 
ably impressed  with  its  merits.  ^ 

Seorcoast  defense. 

I  ask  attention  of  the  War  Department  to  the  imperfect  armament  of 
the  sea-coast  defenses  in  this  division,  the  guns  not  being  of  the  kind  or 
size  the  service  now  calls  for,  and  even  of  the  kind  we  have,  are  not  in 
sufficient  number  or  in  a  satisfactory  state.  Several  additional  15-inch 
guns  should  be  mounted,  and  the  light  carriage  in  use  should  be 
strengthened.  The  Chief  of  Ordnance  was  here  personally,  and  is  fully 
aware  of  our  deficiencies  in  this  sespect,  and  is  fuUy  anxious  to  remedy 
them. 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  a  board  of  officers  (marked  W), 
to  whom  was  referred  a  papef  giving  an  account  of  a  "war  game,'^ 
prepared  by  First  Lieut.  C.  A.  L.  Totten,  Fourth  Artillery.  I  am  not 
to  decide  competent  the  question  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  Lieutenant 
Totten's  "war  game"  as  compared  with  that  in  use  in  Europe,  but  the 


134         REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

subject  is  an  interesting  one,  and  I  ask  for  Lieutenant  Totten  that  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  board  be  approved. 

Eifle  practice. 

The  subject  of  rifle  practice  has  received  especial  attention,  and  it 
is,  I  think,  of  such  value  that  I  ^iU  state  fully  what  has  been  done  and 
what  has  been  attempted  with  respect  to  it  throughout  the  division. 

As  Congress  does  not  appear  disposed  to  increase  the  Army,  it  only 
remains  to  make  it  more  effective  by  encouraging  rifle  practice  to  the 
utmost — till  each  man  is  a  perfect  shot  at  all  distances  within  the  limits 
of  vision. 

The  following  opinions  have  been  expressed  by  the  G-eneral  of  the 
Army : 

The  Adjutant-General  says : 

Mat  28,  1879. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  approved  the  recommendationB  of  the  General  of  the  Army, 
tluit  one  set  of  regulation  iron  targets  be  supplied  each  post :  the  General  is  of  opinion 
that  a  company  target  should  be  made  on  the  spot  out  of  ola  boards  or  a  barrel  nead. 

In  respect  to  approving  sleeping-car  accommodation  to  the  Greedmoor 

team,  he  says : 

August  14, 1879. 

I  fear  this  target  practice  is  becoming  more  costly  than  is  justified  by  the  seyere 
economy  which  now  should  be  the  rule  in  the  Army. 

Eeferring  to  General  Order  ^o.  6,  Headquarters  Military  Division  of 
the  Pacific,  current  series,  suggesting  a  scientific  target^  and  ordering  it 
tried,  he  says: 

The  question  of  target  practice  has  been  terminated  by  the  adoption,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  the  system  of  Colonel  Laidley. 

Ill  respect  to  iron  targets,  I  will  remark  that  they  have  been  aban- 
doned in  England  and  everywhere  in  this  country  except  at  Creed- 
moor  ;  and  there,  I  am  credibly  informed,  their  abandonment  is  under 
discussion. 

I  think  they  should  not  be  adopted — 

Ist.  On  account  of  their  first  cost  and  transportation.  Thirty-eight 
targets,  one  for  each  post  in  the  division,  which  would  be  an  entirely 
inadequate  supply,  where  a  steady,  strong  prevailing  wind  each  day 
liuiits  rifle  practice  to  certain  hours,  would  cost  $3,857 }  one  to  each  com- 
pany would  cost  $8,228. 

2d.  They  soon  break  up  under  the  impact  of  bullets. 

3d.  They  require  expensive  screened  butts  or  covered  trenches  to  pro- 
tect the  markers  from  injury  by  the  "  splash''  of  the  bullets. 

4th.  By  their  use  every  particle  of  lead  is  lost. 

The  company  target  of  "  old  boards  or  barrel  heads  ^  is  only  a  degree 
less  expensive  than  the  iron  targets. 

At  military  posts  in  this  division  there  are  never  any  **  old  boards." 
At  most  posts  there  is  often  not  enough  lumber  to  make  a  cofiin.  But 
admitting  that  lumber  can  be  obt^iined,  it  requires  36  square  feet  inch- 
lumber  to  make  a  200-yard  target,  costing  in  this  division  6  cents  per 
square  foot,  or  $1.80  per  target.  As  2,080  reloaded  shells  are  fired  each 
month  by  each  company  in  this  division,  it  would  require  four  (4)  such 
targets  for  each  company  i>er  month,  costing  $7.20,  or  $540  per  month 
for  the  targets  of  the  seventy-five  (75)  companies  in  this  division,  or 
$6,480  for  a  year. 

To  furnish  barrel  heads  for  100-yard  targets — the  only  range  at  which 
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a  target  the  size  of  a  barrel  head  is  used — ^would  require  9,000  barrels, 
or  120  for  a  company. 

A  barrel  head  contains  about  240  square  inches.  As  100  bullets,  and 
probably  a  great  many  less,  would  tear  one  to  pices,  and  as  there  are 
900,000  bullets  fired  in  this  division  at  the  100-yard  range  per  year,  it 
would  require  9,000  barrels,  or  120  to  a  company,  to  furnish  targets  of 
this  kind. 

The  only  barrels  sent  to  companies  in  this  division  are  those  contain- 
ing "pork,'' about  ten  to  each  company  per  year.  All  other  supplies 
are  shipped  in  sacks  or  boxes. 

Barrel  heads  cannot,  therefore,  be  relied  upon  as  targets  to  the  extent 
supposed  by  the  General  of  the  Army. 

As  to  target  practice  becoming  too  costly,  &c.,  I  beg  to  say  that  the 
cost  is  not  to  be  estimated  by  the  cartridges  and  the  means  used  to 
make  men  good  marksmen,  but  by  the  loss  of  lives,  material,  and  honor 
that  falls  upon  the  Army  and  country  in  our  numerous  Indian  wars,  by 
our  men  not  having  enough  cartridges  to  practice  with  to  learn  how  to 
fire  their  rifles  as  well  as  their  enemies  do. 

This  was  shown  in  our  Modoc  war. 

When,  in  1874,  the  present  breech-loading  Springfield  rifle  was  issued 
to  the  troops  in  this  dinsion,  all  possible  efforts  were  made  to  bring  up 
the  standard  of  rifle  practice.  But  the  limited  amount  of  ammunition 
issued — 15  rounds  per  man  per  month — ^failed  utterly  to  convince  the 
men  of  the  excellence  of  their  rifles  and  encourage  them  in  its  use,  much 
less  to  make  them  expert  shots. 

It  was  not  till  1877,  when,  by  long  practice  and  the  use  of  much  am- 
munition, some  men  of  the  national  guard  of  San  Francisco  were  enabled 
to  appear  with  this  rifle  as  victorious  competitors  at  Creedmoor,  that 
even  the  Ordnance  Department  knew  of  the  capability  of  this  coarsely- 
sighted  weapon.  A  great  expenditure  of  ammunition  was,  however, 
necessary  to  get  good  results  from  it  at  long  ranges. 

In  August,  1876,  appreciating  the  difficulty  the  command  labored 
under  in  learning  how  to  use  their  rifle,  application  from  these  headquar 
ters  was  made  for  some  inferior  shell  ammunition  (on  hand  at  posts  in 
this  division,  but  condemned  for  war  purposes),  to  be  used  in  target 
practice.  This  was  granted,  but  the  ammunition  was  soon  exhausted, 
with  little  ei&'ect  upon  target  practice,  except  to  show  that  an  expendi- 
ture of  much  more  ammunition  than  15  cartridges  per  month  per  man 
was  necessary  to  produce  good  marksmen. 

The  following  circular  was  issued  in  respect  to  the  above  issue : 

[Circular.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 
Pacific  and  Department  of  California, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  October  3, 1876. 

The  following  extract  of  correspond^ice  is  published  for  the  infoimation  and  guid- 
ance of  aU  concerned : 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 
Pacific  and  Department  of  California, 

San  Francisco,  Cal,,  August  24,  1876. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  Benida  Arsenal,  Cah: 

Sir  :  The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  ask  you  if,  as  the  metallic  ammunition 

made  prior  to  1874  is  unreliable,  and  prohibited  in  actual  hostilities,  it  cannot  be  used 

by  the  men  at  posts  where  it  is,  for  target  practice,  saving  the  shells  to  be  sent  to  you. 

It  is  reporteo,  and  fuUy  believed,  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  men  to  become  good 

shots,  using  only  15  rounds  per  month  in  target  practice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  K^LTON, 
JAeutenant-Coloneit  A,  d.  G, 


136  REPORT   OP   THE   SECRETARY   OP   WAR. 


Ordnance  Office,  War  Department, 

Washington,  September  12, 1876. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  commauding  officer  of  Benicia  Arsenal. 
There  is  no  objection  to  the  use  of  this  ammunition  as  within  requested. 


•  •  •  • 

By  command  of  Mtgor-General  McDowell : 


S.  C.  LYFORD, 
Acting  Ckitf  of  Ordnance. 


SAMX  BRECK, 

Aeeiaiuwt  AdpUani-Oeneral, 


In  July,  1877,  when  the  iNez  Perc6  campaign  became  meyitable,  an 
application  was  made  to  place  at  least  the  recruits  in  the  field  with  some 
knowledge  of  rifle  practice,  as  follows: 

Recraits  are  coming  in  very  fast.  That  they  may  join  their  companies  in  the  jSeld 
at  once,  I  desire  authority  to  esipend  10  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  a  day,  for  in- 
struction at  target  practice. 

To  this  the  following  telegram  was  received : 

For  exigency,  and  a  limited  period,  you  are  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
expend  10  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  a  day,  for  instruotion  at  target  practibe  of 
recruits  referred  to  in  your  telegram  10th  instant. 

This  was  all  very  well,  but  for  the  want  of  sufficient  ammunition — 
say  360,000  shell  cartridges — with  which  to  instruct  the  1,200  old  sol- 
diers on  that  campaign  in  rifle  practice,  so  as  to  render  them  confident 
in  themselves  and  each  other,  and  expert  enough  to  make  close  shots  at 
from  200  to  500  yards,  the  Nez  Perc6  war  in  this  division  was  nearly  a 
failure,  costing  many  lives  unnecessarily,  leading  to  an  immense  expendi- 
ture of  material,  and  a  transportation  account  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  $340,000.  The  indebtedness  of  the  government  due  to  this  cam- 
paign, which  perhaps  the  expenditure  of  $10,000  for  cartridges  for 
pre\ious  rifle  practice  would  have  in  a  great  measure  obviated,  is  not 
yet  settled  by  the  government.  In  March,  1878,  when  it  became  appa- 
rent the  division  was  to  be  involved  in  another  Indian  campaign,  appli- 
cation was  made  in  the  following  terms  for  an  increase  of  ammunition 
for  target  practice: 

Wishing  the  troops  of  this  division,  if  they  should  take  the  field  this  summer,  to  ^ 
with  tli(5  utmost  coiifideiioe  in  each  other,  I  ask  that  to  each  soldier  he  alldwed  in 
target  practice  during  the  next  month  or  six  weeks  300  rounds  of  ammunition,  or  so 
much  ns  may  be  required  to  make  him  a  good  shot  up  to  500  yards  and  a  perfect  shot 
np  to  250  yards.  It  will  bo  great  economy  in  the  end,  and  most  enceuraging  to  offi- 
cers and  men. 

To  which  the  following  reply  was  received: 

For  target  practice  the  limits  prescribed  in  General  Orders  No.  95,  of  October  4, 1877, 
must  be  a^Uiered  to,  but  practice  with  muzzle-loaders  may  proceed  without  limit,  pro- 
vided the  cartridges  can  be  had  in  the  arsenal  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Ko  time  was  lost  in  plaaing  muzzle-loading  Springfield  rifles  in  the 
hands  of  the  troops,  and  issuing  to  them  such  cartridges  as  were  on 
hand.  This  ammunition  was  old,  the  cartridges  unequally  charged,  the 
caps  would  not  explode,  all  of  which  is  shown  by  the  following  report, 
dated  May  22, 1878 : 

Under  the  authority  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for 
his  infonnation  that  miizzle-loading  rifies  and  ammunition  have  been  issued  to  com- 

i>auieH  ill  the  division,  in  the  iiroportion  of  ten  of  the  former  to  eaoh  company  of  artil- 
ery  and  infantry,  and  twenty  to  each  company  of  cavalry.     The  good  results  hoped 
for  from  this  issue  have,  however,  not  been  realized.    The  ammunition  is  old,  the 
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amonnt  of  powder  is  found  to  differ  in  the  cartridges  as  mucli  as  seven  grains,  the 
caps  have  become  almost  worthless,  requiring  to  be  snapped  several  times  before  ex- 
ploding, and  the  old  Springfield  rine  is  found  not  to  be  nearly  as  accurately  sighted 
as  the  new  breech-loader.  The  effect  of  all  this  has  been  to  discourage  the  men,  and 
force  upon  company  commanders  the  conclusion  that  practice  with  muzzle-loaders 
injures  rather  than  improves  the  marksmanship  of  their  men  at  distances  beyond  100 
yards. 

But  so  great  is  the  interest  in  rifle-practice  and  the  desire  to  be  good  marksmen, 
that  many  company  commanders  are  buying  the  very  simple  Sharps  and  Berdan  shell- 
loaders,  reloading  their  Sharps  and  Berdan  shells  with  the  powder  and  ball  of  old  muz- 
zle-loading ammunition,  ana  using  this  ammunition  with  their  breech-loaders. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  company  commanders  will  buy  them  for  their 
men. 

I  allude  to  the  fact  particularly  to  show  that  at  a  verv  small  outlay  there  is  a  way 
by  which  the  Ordnance  Department  can  provide  cheap  snell  ammunition  very  readily, 
so  that  target-practice  by  companies  may  be  carried  on  with  breech-loaders  in  an  inex- 
pensive manner  till  every  man  is  a  good  shot. 

There  is  a  special  advantage  in  each  man  going  into  action  with  the  rifle  he  has 
been  practicing  with.  I  hope  the  General  of  the  Army  will  use  his  influence  to  have 
1,000  rounds  of  the  Sharps  and  Berdan  shell-cartridges  issued  to  each  company  in  this 
division,  with  the  necessary  apparatus,  including  two  bullet-moulds  and  caps  for  re- 
loading them.  The  cost  to  the  Ordnance  Department  to  furnish  75  loading  apparatus 
will  not  exceed  $600,  and  1,000,000  caps  will  cost  perhaps  $1,000.  A  shell  can  be  used 
a  hundred  timec(. 

In  this  way  the  old  ammunition  can  be  used  up  before  it  deteriorates,  with  infinite 
advantage  to  the  government. 

The  troops  of  this  division  became  discouraged  and  disgusted  with 
the  muzzle-loading  ammunition,  and  went  into  the  campaign  of  1878 
poorer  shots  than  if  the  muzzle-loaders  had  not  been  issued  to  them, 
but  nevertheless,  and  happily,  better  shots  than  they  were  the  year 
previous,  for  many  company  commanders  had  bought  reloading  appa- 
ratus, and  reloaded  the  Bridgeport  shells,  which  had  been  issued  to 
them,  with  powder  and  lead  from  the  old  paper  cartridges. 

The  following  appeal  was  made  to  the  Ordnance  Department  in 

March,  1878,  for  the  issue  of  reloading  shell  ammunition  and  reloading 

tools: 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific 

AND  Department  of  California, 

San  FrandsoOf  Cahy  March  22,  1878. 

Ofilcial  copy  respectfnUy  referred  to  the  commanding  officer  Benicia  Arsenal,  in- 
quiriugT— 

Ist.  If  any  simple,  inexpensive  machine  has  heen  devised  for  refilling  and  recapping 
metallic  shells,  which  could  be  famished  military  posts,  and  which  the  ordnance- 
sergeant  might  use. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3d.  Can  the  shells  nsed  at  posts  be  sent  to  the  arsenal  and  refiUed,  and  sent  back 
"vpthont  being  considered  a  new  issue  t 

To  which  the  foUowing  reply  was  received  from  the  Ordnance  Bureau : 

'^  It  has  not  been  considered  expedient,  in  the  scattered  condition  of  our  troops  in 
small  bodies  and  at  long  distances,  to  make  arrangements  for  supplying  every  post 
with  powder,  buUets,  and  caps,  and  the  necessary  machinery  for  cleaning  and  adjust- 
ing the  fired  case  to  its  proper  size  for  reloading,  and  in  this  view  the  adoption  of  a 
reloading  cartridge  has  not  been  deemed  a  necessity  in  our  service.  True,  we  pur- 
chase reloading  cartridges  every  year,  which  are  issued  to  the  troops,  but  the  bulk 
are  not  reloading.  The  sending  of  empty  cases  to  an  arsenal  for  refilling  Vill  hardly 
better  the  matter,  because  the  transpoitation  wiU  so  batter  and  damage  them  as  to 
require  much  labor  and  machinery  to  prepare  them  for  reloading.  The  few  cases  that 
would  be  saved  in  target  practice  are  all  that  would  be  reloaded,  for  it  is  scarcely  to 
be  expected  that  soldiers  on  a  scout,  or  in  hunting,  or  in  battle,  wiU  save  the  cases 
for  such  purposes. 

^'The  reloading  woald  be  feasible,  and  an  economy,  where  large  bodies  of  troops 
are  stationed,  and  much  ammunition  is  used  in  drill  and  practice,  but  such  is  not  the 
case  in  our  service." 

However,  the  appeal  made  to  the  Adjntant-General,  dated  May  22, 
1878,  already  quoted,  for  the  issue  of  reloading  shells  and  tools,  setting 
forth  the  utter  failure  of  the  muzzle-loader  in  producing  any  good  resulte 
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in  rifle  instructions,  finally  induced  the  Ordnance  Department  to  recon- 
sider its  previous  action  and  furnish  the  shells  and  tools  required,  at 
the  same  cost  to  the  government,  however,  that  the  allowance  of  am- 
munition for  rifle  practice  costs,  as  set  forth  in  the  following  circulars : 

[Circular.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Pacific 

AND  Department  of  California, 
Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September  12,  1878. 

The  following  communication  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned  : 

Benicia  Arsenal, 
Benioiaj  CaL,  September  11,  1878. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Military  Dimsion  of  the  Pa>oijio  and  Department  of  Calif omia, 
Presidio  of  San  Frandsco,  Cal. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  indorsement  from  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
naTM;e,  for  the  information  of  the  general  conmianding,  and  to  request  to  be  informed 
to  what  companies  these  articles  will  be  issued : 

"  Ordnance  Office,  War  Department, 

''Washington,  August  30,  1878. 

"  Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Benicia  Arsenal.  The  re- 
loading apparatus  and  the  primers,  bullets,  and  powder,  for  the  Lowell  cartridges, 
will  be  issued  to  such  commands  as  the  commanding  general  of  the  Division  of  the 
Pacific  may  designate.  Please  confer  with  him,  and  request  that  periodical  reports 
may  be  made  to  this  office  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  apparatus  and  the  economy  of  the 
results. 

"S.  C.  LYFORD, 
^^ Acting  Chief  of  Ordnance.^ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McAllister, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Ordnunoe,  Commanding. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Benicia  Arsenal  has  been  requested  to  issue  to  all  the 
companies  in  this  division  the  articles  herein  mentioned  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
Company  commanders  will  make  their  requisitions  accordingly. 

The  periodical  reports  caUed  for  will  be  made  upon  the  bi-monthly  report  of  target 
practice  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
By  command  of  Major-Greneral  McDowell : 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
lAeuienanUColonel,  A,  A.  G. 
[Circular.]  % 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific 

AND  Department  of  California, 
Presidio  of  San  FrancisoOf  Cal.,  October  17,  1878. 

Agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  commanding  officer  of  Benicia  Arsenal, 
requisitions  of  company  commanders  required  by  circular  of  September  12,  1878,  ftqga 
these  headquarters,  must  state  the  average  number  of  men  that  may  be  expected  for 
duty  in  companies  during  the  year,  and  will  call  for — 

1  reloading  apparatus  for  cartridge  shells. 

40  rounds  of  Lowell  cartridges  per  man. 

582  extra  bullets  per  man. 

582  extra  primers  per  man. 

582  extra  charges  of  powder  per  man,  computed  in  pounds. 

This  will  give  each  man  622  shots  per  year  at  the  same  cost  to  the  goyemment  as 
that  of  the  present  authorized  allowance,  240  cartridges. 

If  more  shots  are  deemed  necessary  to  perfect  the  men  in  target  practice  after  the 
yearly  allowance  has  been  exhausted,  the  purchase  by  company  commanders  of  an 
additional  supply  of  materials  is  authorized. 

The  cost  of  one  set  of  material  is  as  follows: 

One  bullet t0.006 

One  primer $0,002 

One  charge  of  powder f0.0023 

Total 10.0103 
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Reqnisitious  already  forwarded  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Benicia  Arsenal  will  be 
amended  at  these  hetvdqaarters  in  accordance  with  ^e  above. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McDowell : 

J,  C.  KELTON, 
'  Lieutenant-Colonelf  A,  A,  G. 

This  would  have  been  quite  satisfactory  had  the  allowance  promised 
been  furnished,  and  had  the  shells  furnished  fulfilled  expectations. 
That  they  did  not,  the  following  communications  show: 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific 

AND  Department  of  California, 
Presidio  of  San  Frandaco,  Cal.,  January  21,  1879. 
Adjutant-GeJieral  U.  S.  A., 

Washington,  D,  C, : 

Sir  :  Lowell  shells  and  apxiaratas  for  reloading  the  same,  havinc  been  received  and 
distributed  to  the  troops  in  this  division,  I  looked  forward  witn  much  satisfaction 
to  the  improvement  which  this  issue  would  effect  in  rifle  pnustice.  Our  troops,  aft^r 
two  campaigns,  with  a  prospect  of  another  this  year,  realize  fully  the  importance  of 
becoming  expert  riflemen  and  the  advantages  now  given  them  to  become  such.  But 
they  are  met  with  an  unexpected  and  discouragipg  difficulty.  The  primers  sent  with 
the  shells  do  not  flt  them^  cannot  be  forced  in  in  the  manner  laid  down  in  the  instruc- 
tions, nor  in  the  manner  improvised  by  the  troops,  without  frequently  exploding  the 
primer,  and  not  at  all  so  that  the  primer  will  not  project  too  far  to  take  the  chamber 
of  the  rifle  freely.  The  commanding  officer  Benicia  Arsenal  reports  the  size  of  the 
primer  due  to  the  carelessness  with  which  the  contractors  in  the  East  manufactured 
them,  or  sent  them  out. 

This  matter  has  been  reported  by  the  senior  ordnance  officer  at  this  coast  to  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  who,  it  is  requested,  will  be  directed  to  send  proper  primers  to  this 
division  without  delay.  It  is  not  supposed  the  government  will  be  at  any  loss  by  this 
transaction,  as  the  contractors  can  of  course  be  compelled  to  substitute  proper  primers 
at  their  cost ;  but  the  military  in  this  division  wUl  be  in  the  meanwhile  put  to  serious 
delay  in  their  rifle  practice,  and  may  be  obliged  another  year  to  enter  the  field  without 
that  instruction  and  practice  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

[Circular.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific 

and  Department  of  California, 
Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cal,,  April  15,  1879. 

The  following  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  officers,  convened  at  Pre- 
sidio of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  per  Special  Orders  No.  17,  paragraph  1,  Military  Division 
of  the  Pacific  and  Department  of  California,  series  1879,  to  report  as  to  relative  merits 
of  the  Lowell  and  other  shell  ammunition,  the  Lowell  and  otner  reloading  apparatus, 
is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

^^A  report  of  Captain  Miller,  dated  March  1,  1879,  with  the  indorsement  of  the  ord- 
nance officer  at  Benicia  Arsenal,  bavins  been  referred  to  the  board  by  the  department 
commander,  the  president-,  in  order  to  aetormine  the  influence  of  resizing  upon  the  life 
of  a  Lowell  shell  [United  States  Cartridge  Company  J,  fired  five,  as  prescribed  by  Lieu- 
tejiant-Colonel  McAllister,  cleaning,  oiling,  and  resizing  each  time,  and  five  others, 
beginning  to  resize  only  when  necessary,  which  was  found  to  be  the  case  after  the 
ninth  round. 

^^  It  was  found,  contrary  to  the  anticipations  of  the  board,  that  those  most  frequently 
resized  outlasted  the  others. 

**It  having  been  found  that  the  first  Bridgeports  [Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Com- 
pany] soon  after  resizing  began  to  fail  by  sputting  at  the  head,  these  were  fired  ten 
rounos  without  resizing,  and  then  it  was  endeavored,  ineffectnsdly,  to  resize  them 
without  driving  the  shell  entirely  home. 

"The  Winchesters  [Winchester  Arms  Company]  were  cleaned,  oiled,  and  resized 
aft«r  each  round  from  the  first,  and,  apparently,  thus  more  than  doubled  the  life  of 
the  shell. 

"The  result  of  firing  upon  twenty  cartridges  is  shown  in  accompanying  table: 


Pint  8heU  failed  on  the— 

Last  shell  failed  on  the— 

Average  life. 

W  incheater 

8th  round 

6l8t  roand  ................ 

28.fi  mnndilT 

liowell 

7th  round 

38th  round 

19.4  rounds. 

Bridgeport 

16th  ronnd 

42d  round.  ..r.rr .»-..*.... 

24.1  rounds. 
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''It  will  be  seen  that  each  kind  of  shell  failed  in  a  manner  i>eonliar  to  itself.  The 
Winchesters  and  Lowells  broke  transversely ;  the  former  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch, 
and  the  latter  one-half  of  an  inch,  from  the  head.  These  shells  are  very  similar  in 
their  c<mstruction,  the  main  difference  between  them  being  in  their  composition  and 
depth  of  primer  pocket.  The  Lowell  primer  may  be  used  with  the  Winchester  shell 
with  much  more  ease  than  with  its  own.  The  Bridgeports  [shells  are]  quite  differ- 
ently constructed,  being  made  up  of  three  pieces,  the  cylinder^  the  leinlbrce,  and  the 
head.  The  head  turns  over  a  shoulder  at  the  base  of  the  cylinder,  forming  the  rim, 
and  here  is  the  weakest  part  of  the  shell,  being  the  first  to  give  way.  After  the  rim 
begins  to  split,  the  cartridge  maj  be  fired  perhaps  eight  or  ten  times,  when  either  the 
head  blows  ofi*  or  the  anvil  is  driven  in. 

The  Bridgeports  are  more  rapidly  reloaded  than  the  others  at  first,  but  as  the  men 
become  expert  the  time  required  for  reloading  is  found  to  be  substantially  the  same 
for  all.  Starting  with  ten  loaded  shells  of  any  variety,  two  men  can  keep  them 
reloaded  as  fast  as  they  are  usually  fired  by  one  and  scored ;  and  this  is  the  case  until 
the  number  of  shells  falls  below  five. 

Resizing  of  shells,  except  Bridgeport,  is  recommended  after  each  fire  from  the  fiist: 
with  the  Bridgeport  [this  is]  not  [recommended]  so  long  as  they  retain  the  bullet  ana 
will  chamber  in  the  gun. 

RELOADINO-TOOLS. 

Lowell  reloading-tools,  or  those  now  issued  by  the  Ordnance  Department  ^with  addi 
tion  of  Remington  extractor  and  recapper  for  Berdan  primers),  combine  the  elements 
of  saf^tv,  durability,  simplicity,  and  celerity  beyond  any  other  with  which  the  board 
is  familiar. 

For  field-service  a  pound  flask,  with  a  gauged  charger  and  a  funnel,  would  be  desiiv 
able — for  garrison-service  not. 

TO  RELOAD  THE  WINCHESTER  OR  LOWELL  SHELLS. 

After  firing,  the  shell  should  be  wiped  clean  with  an  oiled  rag,  and  then  forced 
home  into  the  resizing-die  with  a  wooden  mallet,  rather  than  with  a  hammer,  uncapped 
by  means  of  punch,  and  recapped,  taking  care  that  the  primer  does  not  project  beyond 
the  head. 

The  shell  is  then  forced  out  of  the  resizing-die  with  the  driving-punch,  inserted  in 
the  loading-die  inverted,  and  inserted  in  safety-socket  on  a  table  or  bench.  It  is  then 
charge^l  with  powder  and  bullet,  being  driven  home  with  punch  and  mallet  until  the 
shoulder  of  the  punch  touches  the  end  of  the  die.  The  Bridgeport  cartridge-shell, 
when  resizing  becomes  necessary',  is  reloaded  in  the  same  manner,  except  that  the  old 
cap  should  be  extracted  before  the  shell  is  oiled,  and  the  shell  reprime^  immediately 
after  coming  out  of  the  resiziug-die.  All  tools  should  be  kept  clean ;  excessive  force 
in  their  use  is  iigurious.  The  operation  of  recapping  is  expedited  by  spreading  the 
primers  bottom  up  on  a  table,  and  picking  them  up  in  the  pocket  as  wanted  by  press- 
ing the  head  of  the  cartridge-shell  down  upon  them.  This  may  be  done  whether  the 
shell  is  in  the  resizing-die  or  not,  and  is  especially  useful  in  repriming  Bridgeports  by 
means  of  the  Remington  recapper. 

Referring  to  such  communications  as  have  been  received  from  department  head- 
quart<*r8,  calling  for  reports  with  reference  to  the  objections  urged  against  the  Lowell 
primer,  the  board  concurs  in  the  following  views  of  Lieutenant  Metcalfe: 

^'Tho  Lowell  primer  is  made  purposely  large,  and  requires  upsetting  to  increase  its 
hold  against  the  walls  of  shallow  ])ocket  in  the  head  of  the  snelL  This  special  c<ni- 
stnictioii  I  consider  defective,  but  its  objections  are  greatly  overcome  by  use  of  the 
primer-punch."  # 

EXTRACTING  SHELLS. 

The  board,  during  its  experiments,  occasionally  found  that  the  headless-shell 
extractor,  when  used  according  to  the  directions  furnished  by  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, would  not  o])erato  successfully.  In  such  cases  the  extractor  should  be  inserted 
in  the  chamber  and  the  breech-block  closed.  A  conical  wooden  plug,  If  inches  long, 
and  not  exceeding  f  inch  in  diameter  at  the  base,  inserted  in  the  bore  at  the  muzzle, 
and  pushed  well  down  within  the  prongs  of  the  extractor.  The  breech-block  is  then 
opened  and  the  extractor  driven  out  with  the  ramrod.  Ordinarily  it  will  be  found 
unnecessary  to  repeat  this  operation ;  against  it  but  one  failure  is  recorded,  and  this 
yielded  after  a  rag  saturated  with  kerosene  oil  had  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
chamber  some  three  or  four  hours. 

REMARKS. 

I 

It  was  supposed  when  Division  Circular  of  October  17, 1878,  was  issued,  that  the 
Lowell  shell  could  be  reloaded  and  lired  fifteen  times  without  becoming  disabled,  and 
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the  number  of  rounds  of  bullets  and  powder  issued  to  companies  for  target-practice 
was  based  on  that  supposition. 

The  careful  experiments  herein  reported  show,  however,  that  this  shell  cannot  be 
used  safely  more  than  six  times ;  that  three  out  of  twenty  become  damaged  between 
the  seventh  and  twelfth  round,  part  of  the  shell  remaining  in  the  barrel,  to  remove 
which,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  is  liable  to  cause  iigur^  to  the  rifling. 

While  the  board  reports  the  average  life  of  the  Lowell  shell  to  be  nineteen  roun£, 
reports  of  company  commanders  show  that  in  ordinary  practice  the  average  life  of 
this  shell  is  only  from  nine  to  twelve  rounds.  The  greatest  care  is,  therefore,  enjoined 
in  reloading  the  Lowell  shells,  in  order  that  as  much  practice  as  possible  may  be  se- 
cured from  them. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ordnance  Department  requesting  the  Bridgeport 
shell  be  supplied  to  this  division  next  year. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McDowell. 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
LieutenanUColonel,  A,  A,  G. 

The  issue  of  a  primer-punch  in  March,  1879,  remedied,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, the  difficulty  found  in  reprimering  the  shell. 

The  foregoing  facts  are  referred  to  to  show  how  early  and  presistent 
has  been  the  action  here  to  secure  means  to  instruct  this  command  in 
rifle  practice.  But  two-thirds  of  the  reloading  material  required  by 
companies,  on  estimates  of  last  year,  have  been  furnished. 

The  General  of  the  Army,  acting,  it  is  presumed,  upon  the  reports  of 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  is  compelled  to  say,  March  21, 1878,  in  reference 
to  increasing  the  allowance  of  target  ammunition: 

The  subject  has  been  thoroughly  and  completely  discnssed. 

Congress  will  not  appro^iriate  for  the  costly  metallic  cartridge  for  practice. 

Again,  March  23, 1878 : 

The  limitation  in  the  use  of  metallic  cartridges  in  practice  is  a  money  limitation 
forced  on  the  Army  by  the  high  cost  of  the  cartridges,  and  the  smaU  amount  of  the 
annual  appropriation  for  the  manufacture  of  such  cartridges. 

It  is  observed  that  between  1874  and  1879  there  has  been  appropriated 
by  Congress  each  year,  lor  the  purchase  of  metallic  cartridges,  only 
$75,000. 

But  it  is  not  only  cartridges  that  soldiers  require  to  make  them  good 
shots.  They  can  be  compelled  to  fire,  but  cannot  be  coerced  into  becom- 
ing fine  marksmen.  They  must  be  encouraged  to  practice  with  the  rifle 
correctly  by  receiving  consideration  and  reward  for  their  skill.  They 
must  be  stimulated  to  make  their  best  efforts  by  the  publication  of  what 
they  do,  and  what  others  in  the  same  department  and  division  are  doing ; 
by  sending  the  few  best  of  each  company  annually  to  department  head- 
quarters ;  by  sending  the  eight  or  ten  best  shots  among  these  men  to 
division  headquarters;  and  by  sending  the  twelve  best  of  these  to 
Creedmoor^  where  they  may  see  and  learn  all  that  is  good  in  rifle  prac- 
tice, and  where,  if  successful,  they  will  receive  the  acknowledgments 
of  the  country  and  the  government. 

The  order  ot  the  General  of  the  Army  last  year  to  send  a  team  of 
riflemen  to  Creedmoor  produced  instant  enthusiasm  throughout  the  di- 
vision. 

Unhappily  an  Indian  campaign  prevented  compliance  with  the  order. 
Since  then,  however,  in  expectation  of  the  same  privilege  being  extended 
this  year,  some  officers  and  men  in  every  company  have  been  trying  to 
qualif>^  for  this  national  contest.  Thereby  they  have  brought  up  rifle 
pra<;tice  throughout  their  companies,  and  have  shown,  also,  that  good 
results  in  this  practice  can  only  be  secured  by  good  conduct. 

One  year  and  a  half  ago,  in  this  division,  the  highest  average  score 
made  by  the  best  riflemen  at  200  yards,  and  by  only  a  few  at  that,  was 
from  64  to  70  per  cent.,  Creedmoor  system. 
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That  is,  the  average  distance  of  the  ballets  of  the  best  marksmen  in 
this  division  from  the  center  of  the  "  bull's-eye,''  at  200  yards,  was  about 
twenty  inches:  otherwise  stated,  one-half  the  bullets  fired  by  only  the 
best  shots  at  that  distance  would  have  disabled  an  enemy.  At  the  end 
of  June,  of  this  year,  whole  companies  of  men,  twenty-two  in  all,  made 
this  same  score  at  200  yards,  while  there  were  twelve  men  whose  average 
score  was  in  excess  of  80  per  cent,  who  could,  therefore,  place  their  bul- 
lets all  the  time  within  eight  inches  of  the  "  bull's  eye,"  or  in  an  enemy 
at  that  distance. 

The  following  letter,  dated  April  28, 1879,  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance, 
shows  what  has  been  effected  in  rifle  practice  at  that  date: 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  tlio  17th  instant;  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that 
a  very  full  rejiort  of  a  board  of  officers,  upon  reloading  cartridges  and  tools,  was  for- 
warded to  you  through  the  commanding  othcer  of  Benicia  Arsenal,  on  the  5th  of  Anril, 
1879.  This  report,  made  by  officers  of  artillery  of  the  highest  standing,  and  extending 
over  many  weeks,  will,  I  tnink,  be  found  to  contain  all  the  information  yon  desire  in 
respect  to'  the  quality  of  the  reloading  cartridges  and  tools  now  issued  to  this  diWsion. 

That  the  issue  of  reloading  cartridges  should  be  continued^  only  of  a  better  kind, 
I  have  no  doubt.  Indeed,  1  desire  to  say,  that  I  think  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
the  issue  should  be  continued.  Thereby,  interest  in  target  practice  in  this  division 
has  extended  to  every  post.  What  was  formerly  an  occasional  duty  is  now  fast  beoom- 
ing  a  constant  pleasure. 

Target  practice  may  be  expected  to  have  in  time,  if  it  has  not  already,  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  conduct  of  men — for  to  be  good  shots  they  must  cultivate  good  habits. 

The  positive  military  advantage  growing  out  of  this  issue  has  already  been  very 
considerable  in  effecting  imi)rove<T  niarksmanshix>. 

Liist  year  at  this  time  the  average  score  of  companies  at  100  yards  was  52  per  cent. ; 
at  200  yanls  wa«  43.5  per  cent. 

Now,  at  these  distances,  the  averages  are:  At  100  yards,  58  -pet  cent;  at  200  yards, 
54.5  per  cent. 

This  is  an  important  gain,  which  could  never  have  been  effected  nnder  the  old  issne 
of  20  rounds  per  man  per  mouth.  It  has  been  effected,  too,  in  the  inclement  months, 
since  the  tenriinatioii  of  the  Bannock  war.  Of  course  a  much  better  exhibit  is  to  be 
expected  in  September  next,  when  the  reloading  shell  will  have  be-en  in  use  a  year. 

A  year  ago  th<;re  was  no  one  in  the  division  w'lio  had  made  a  score  of  80  per  cent,  in 
10  shots  at  200  yards;  now  there  are  many  who  have  done  this,  and  twelve  whose  gen- 
eral averngos  for  many  shots  during  the  stormy  mouths  of  January  and  February  run 
£rom  78  to  90  per  cent. 

All  this  shows  that  great  interest  is  taken  and  fine  progress  made  in  rifle  practice 
in  this  division.  By  September  next  I  hope  to  report  the  effectiveness  of  the  troops 
in  this  division  increased  IM)  per  cent,  during  the  year. 

I  tlienjfoni  strongly  urge  the  continued  issue  of  reloading  ammunition,  hoping  at 
the  same  time  that  a  better  cartridge  will  be  adopted  than  that  (Lowell)  now  used. 

Tliese  are  extraordinary  results,  and  were  brought  about,  first,  by  a 
desire  of  the  oilicers  and  men  to  be  prepared  for  another  campaign, 
confidently  expected  in  the  Department  of  the  Columbia  till  the  first  of 
June  last ;  second,  by  competition  encouraged  by  officers  throughout 
this  division  by  the  bi-monthly  publication  of  company  scores,  by  the 
medals  for  best  shots  in  each  department  and  one  for  the  division^  and 
by  the  hope  of  being  selected  to  go  to  the  department,  the  division, 
and  the  Creedmoor  contests.  At  the  end  of  April  last  the  average  i)er 
cent,  of  companies  throughout  the  division  at  200  yards  was  54;  at  the 
end  of  July,  57.  Had  the  Lowell  reloading  cartridges  l>een  better,  and 
the  shells  more  durable,  the  results  would  have  been  still  better. 

The  officers  in  this  division  complain  of  the  issue  of  the  Lowell  car- 
tridge. For  a  long  time  the  best  shots  attributed  the  bad  practice  they 
made  with  the  original  Lowell  cartridge  to  themselves,  but  investiga- 
tion showed  the  fault  was  iii  a  greater  measure  with  the  cartridges. 

The  powder  was  poor,  the  shells  were  not  uniformly  charged,  but  the 
principal  defect  was  in  the  bullet.  Ordnance  Notes  No.  2,  dated  May 
10,  1873,  states : 

The  Imllets  are  "turned"  or  "whirled"  from  cold-drawn  lead  wire,  consequently 
lack  uniformity  of  weight,  diameter,  and  depth  of  cannelures ;  and  worse,  jperhaps. 
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than  all  else,  fally  one-half  the  bnllets  are  turned  eccentrically,  some  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  depth  cannelures,  leaving  only  a  trace  of  them  upon  one  eidc,  while 
they  are  diseply  cut  on  the  other. 

This  defect  in  the  Lowell  cartridges,  detected  and  reported  by  the 
Ordnance  Department  in  1873,  still  exists  to  an  extent  to  destroy  their 
reliability.  Yet  with  all  its  defects  this  cartridge,  with  its  cnrabersome 
reloading  apparatus  consuming  far  more  time  in  reloading  than  others 
that  can  be  named,  was  furnished  the  troops  here. 

Not  only  this,  but  it  is  to  be  supplied  again  this  year.  While  this 
cartridge  is  reported  to  have  a  better  shell,  and,  also,  that  a  special  tool 
has  recently  been  devised  by  the  Ordnance  Department  to  put  the 
primers  of  the  shell  in  by  pressure,  which  if  issued  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  primer-punch  will  make  the  Lowell  shell  more  acceptable,  yet  it  is 
feared  the  objectionable  manner  of  taking  out  the  exploded  cap  and  the 
objectionable  "  eccentrically  turned^^  bullet  in  the  original  cartridge,  will, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  defeat  the  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
a  really  good  reloading  cartridge  like  the  Bridgeport  or  Winchester. 

Considering  the  results  in  rifle  practice  brought  about,  in  a  great 
measiire,  by  the  prospect  extended  to  the  whole  Army  of  entering  the 
great  national  rifle  contest  at  Creedmoor,  whereby  the  soldier  is  encour- 
aged to  make  progress  which  no  routine  instruction  can  force  him  to  do, 
the  government^  when  it  ordered  the  Army  to  be  represented  there  by 
a  team  from  each  division,  may  be  congratulated  upon  adopting  an  eco- 
nomic measure  of  astonishing  proportions.  If  the  Army  is  made  to  under- 
stand that  the  thirty-six  best  shots  in  it  will  certainly  be  sent  to  Greed- 
moor  every  year — sent  so  that  they  can,  while  traveling,  sleep  at  night 
and  arrive  in  good  health  and  condition,  and  with  rations  commuted  at 
a  sufficient  rate  that  they  can  fare  well — for  riflemen  must  sleep  and  fare 
well — the  Army  will  in  a  few  years  become  an  army  of  sharpshooters; 
its  eflectiveness  increased  fourfold  what  it  was  two  years  ago.  To  bring 
about  such  effectiveness  at  whatever  expenditure  of  cartridges  may  be 
found  necessary  would  appear  to  be  true  economy. 

The  traveling  expenses  of  these  teams  will  come  out  of  the  transporta- 
tion api)ropriation.  If  war  prevents  a  division  from  being  represented, 
as  it  has  this  command  for  two  years,  this  fund  is  expended  in  sending 
troops  to  the  scene  of  hostilities.  Surely  the  same  fund  may  be  expended 
proi)erly  in  sending  a  few  men,  when  there  is  no  war,  to  where  they  can 
best  learn  how  to  prepare  themselves  and  their  commands  for  war  by 
acquiring  the  art  of  rifle  practice. 

The  information  these  Creedmoor  competitors  may  be  expected  to  dis- 
seminate in  a  few  years  among  their  comrades  who  do  not  go  will  be  in 
extent  and  quality  such  that  no  book  can  convey.  I  propose  to  utilize 
the  experience  and  sjiecial  information  concerning  rifle  practice  which 
the  members  of  the  Creedmoor  team  have  gained,  by  sending  them  to 
posts  throughout  the  division  to  report  to  post  commanders — the  ofiicers 
as  range  and  target  inspectors  and  special  instructors;  the  enlisted  men 
as  "coachers''  of  the  non-commissioned  ofiicers  and  best  shots. 

In  this  manner  the  government  may  be  expected  to  derive  a  great  and 
imme<liate  benefit  from  its  outlay  in  preparing  and  sending  a  team  to 
Creedmoor. 

In  respect  to  the  question  of  "  target  practice  being  terminated  by  the 
adoption  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  system  of  Colonel  Laidley,''  I 
will  remark  that  Colonel  Laidley  says  (page  125),  in  respect  to  "the  con- 
struction of  targets,  experience  thus  far  has  not  been  sufficiently  compre- 
hensive to  enable  one  to  pronounce  tcith  certainty  which  model  will  be  found 
to  fill  most  completely  all  the  requirements  of  a  good  target  under  all* 
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circumstances  in  service,  combining  economy  with  convenience.''  With 
all  the  excellence  of  Colonel  Laidley's  treatise,  he  #  has  not  mentioned 
the  simple  sliding  target  maneuvered  from  behind  a  butt,  such  as  the 
National  Guard  of  San  Francisco  have  adopted  at  the  San  Bruno  range 
and  in  use  at  the  posts  in  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco^  which  work  as 
rapidly  as  men  can  shoot. 

The  target  in  use  in  this  division  is  the  Creedmoor,  of  paper,  pasted 
over  old  canvas  or  cheap  cotton  fabric.  The  cost  of  the  tiurget-frame 
is  30  cents ;  the  covering,  ii'  of  cotton  cloth,  20  cents  ^  the  paper  target^ 
3|  cents  ]  the  paper  paster,  per  thousand,  14^nts. 

Each  company  must  have  at  least  two  targets,  as  practice  in  this  di- 
vision, on  account  of  the  wind  and  heat,  one  or  both,  everywhere  pre- 
vailing after  10  o'clock,  can  only  take  place  early  in  the  morning. 

As  the  frames  and  covering  of  cloth  last  three  months,  each  company 
will  require  eight  a  year,  costing  $4.  Paper  targets  are  renewed  weekly, 
costing  for  a  year's  supply  for  one  company — 104  targets  and  25,000 
pasters — $6.93. 

The  whole  cost  of  target  practice  in  this  division  for  seventy-five  com- 
panies is,  therefore,  at  most,  $819.75. 

But  as  old  canvas  tents  wagon-covers,  bed-sacks,  have  so  far  been, 
and  will  probably  continue  to  be  used,  to  cover  the  frame,  the  actual  cost 
is  $120  less.  . 

This  is  much  cheaper  than  using  lumber  or  barrel-heads ;  cheaper 
than  using  iron  targets,  for  not  only  must  these  be  renewed  every  two 
years  on  an  average,  but  with  them  the  lead  is  a  loss,  while  with  the 
canvas  target  it  is  saved  and  can  be  used  again. 

As  to  the  Totten  target,  which  has  been  submitted  by  a  board  for 
trial,  and  its  trial  ordered  in  this  division,  no  opinion  upon  its  merits 
can  be  given  till  tried.  Its  trial  involves  very  little  expense,  and  in 
no  wise  interferes  with  the  ordinary  practice  and  reports  of  companies 
at  the  Creedmoor  target,  now  adopted  by  the  government  in  adopting 
Colonel  Laidley's  Kifle  Practice. 

If  it  possesses  no  advantage  in  introducing  more  rapid  improvement 
in  rifle  practice,  this  fact  will  soon  bexjome  known. 

But  being  a  mathematical  target,  based  ui)oq  a  scientific  principle, 
presented  by  an  officer  of  the  Army,  and  recommended  by  a  bo^rd  of 
officers,  and  highly  extolled  by  at  least  one  ordnance  officer  and  by  the 
Quartermaster-General,  it  is  certainly  worthy  of  a  fair  tiial. 

The  rifle  team  sent  to  Creedmoor  from  this  division  this  year  for  the 
first  time,  although  not  quite  coming  up  to  expectations  in  the  great 
international  military  match,  made  91  more  points  than  the  best  Army 
team  did  last  year  in  the  same  match.  Individual  members  did  splen- 
didly and  won  a  number  of  prizes,  making  in  oft-hand  shooting  the  high- 
est scores  of  the  meeting.  The  experience  gained  wiU  enable  the  team 
which  goes  from  this  division  next  year  to  do  better.  In  referring  to 
the  team,  the  commanding  general  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  is 
pleased  to  say : 

The  officers  and  men  composing  it  were  excellent  selections  for  that  pnrpose,  and 
that  all  ^'ero  very  assiduous  in  their  efforts  to  excel  in  marksmanship,  and  to  benefit 
by  their  experience  at  Creedmoor.  Their  conduct  whilst  here  was  creditable  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  service. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  reports  of  officers  composing  the  team* 
One  oflicer  says: 

The  advantages  gained  this  year  by  sending  teams  to  Creedmoor  has  resnlted  in 

improving  the  shooting  of  the  Army  50  per  cent,  at  leasts  and  inciting  much  thought 

,  as  to  the  Uvst  open  siglits  for  the  service.    The  Ordnance  Department  had  an  officer 

at  Creedmoor— First  Lieut.  David  Lisle.    He  consulted  with  all  the  officers  of  the 

teams,  and  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain  the  following  decisions  were  aniyed  at,  &o. 
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Another  officer  says : 

A  rifle  with  increased  range  and  accuracy  is  required  for  the  service.  I  suggest 
that  the  subject  of  furnishing  a  special  long-range  rifle  for  sharpshooters  be  discussed. 
The  necessity  for  a  better  rifle  than  the  one  now  in  use  in  the  service  for  the  average 
enlisted  man  is  not  evident ;  but  the  service  needs  a  long-range  rifle,  and  it  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  reliable  men.  Sharpshooting  should  receive  more  prominence, 
as  it  is  not  advisable  to  issue  a  fine  long-range  rifle  to  the  entire  Army. 

A  third  officer  says: 

In  this  connection  I  would  suggest,  as  the  best  means  of  determining  what  is  the 
best  sight  for  military  rifle,  that  the  rules  of  the  National  Rifle  Association  be  so 
amended  as  to  admit  the  use  of  any  "open ".sight  in  all  military  competitions.  In 
this  way  I  feel  confident  that  a  sufficiently  large  majority  of  the  experts  of  America 
would  soon  settle  ui>on  something  really  the  best. 

A  fourth  officer  says : 

At  Creedmoor  the  targets  are  of  iron  and  stationary.  The  markers  are  placed  in 
pits  under  ground  in  front  of  the  target,  looking  through  glass  an  inch  thick.  From 
this  position  it  is  difficult  for  the  marker  to  see  accurate^  every  shot.  In  this  way 
mistakes  are  frequently  made,  and  as  the  decision  of  the  marker  is  final,  dissatisfac- 
tion is  the  result.    Moveable  targets,  both  revolving  and  sliding,  have  their  advocates. 

To  make  this  report  the  more  complete,  I  append  circulars  and  orders 
issued  by  me  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  I  take  the  occasion  to  bear 
witness  to  the  special  knowledge,  ceaseless  activity  and  zeal  with  which 
the  whole  subject  has  been  inaugurated  and  followed  up  by  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  Kelton,  to  whom  the  service  is  largely  indebted  for 
the  improvement  made  in  this  branch  of  the  service  within  this  division. 
I  mention  this  because  his  service  in  this  particular  was  far  beyond  what 
merely  his  office  as  adjutant-general  called  for. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iRVDT  Mcdowell, 

Major-Oeneral^  Commanding  IHvision  and  Department. 

Adjutant-General,  (J.  S.  A., 

Washington,  D.  C. 


14.— REPORT  OP  BRIG.  GEN.  O.  O.  HOWARD. 

Headquabtees  Department  of  the  Columbia, 

Vancouver  Barracks,  September  — ,  1879. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  within  the  de- 
partment during  the  past  year : 

GEOaRAPHICAL  BOUNDARIES. 

Ko  change  has  occurred  in  the  geographical  limits  of  the  department 
since  the  date  of  my  last  report. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  TROOPS  AFTER  BANNOCK  CAMPAiaN. 

After  the  close  of  the  Bannock  campaign,  the  following  distribution 
of  troops  was  made : 

Fort  Boise,  Idaho. — Company  A,  Twenty -first  Infantry,  Company  G, 
First  Cavalry  5  Maj.  John  Green,  First  Cavalry,  commanding. 

Fort  Canhyj  Wa^sh. — Company  T,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Company  G, 
Fourth  Artillery ;  Maj.  Joseph  Stewart,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanding. 

10  w 
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Fort  CoMUe,  Wa^^.— Companies  E  and  I,  Second  Infantry,  and  Com- 
pany H,  First  Cavalry. 

Camp  Cceur  WAlSnej  Idaho. — Companies  A,  H,  and  G,  Second  Infan- 
try ;  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Merriam,  Second  Infantry,  commanding. 

Camp  Harney^  Oreg. — Company  F,  Second  Infantry,  Company  H, 
Twenty-first  Infantry,  and  Companies  A  and  E,  First  Cavalry. 

Camp  Hotcardy  Idaho. — Companies  C  and  K,  Second  Infantry ;  Maj. 
David  P.  Hancock,  Second  Infantry,  commanding. 

Fort  Klamath  Oreg. — Company  L,  First  Cavalry,  and  Company  F, 
Twenty-first  Infantr5\ 

Fort  Lapwaiy  Idaho. — Companies  B  and  D,  Second  Infantry,  and 
C,  Twenty-first  Infantry  5  Col.  Frank  Wheaton,  Second  Infantry,  com- 
manding. 

Fort  Stevens,  Oreg. — Company  M,  Fourth  Artillery. 

Fort  To2cns€ndj  Wash. — Companies  E  and  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 

Fort  VancouveVj  Wash. — Companies  K,  D,  and  G,  Twenty-first  Infan- 
try;  Col.  Alfred  Sully^wenty-first  Infantry,  commanding. 

Fort  Walla  Wallaj  Wash. — Companies  D,  F,  B,  M,  and  Company  K, 
First  Cavalry ;  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Forsyth,  First  Cavalry,  command- 


ing. 


PRESENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  TROOPS. 


At  the  date  of  this  report  the  command  is  stationed  as  follows — ^the 
principal  changes  made  being  incident  to  the  establishment  of  the  new 
l)ost  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Chelan. 

Baise  Barracks j  Idaho. — Company  A,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  and  Com- 
l>any  (I,  First  Cavalry ;  Maj.  John  Green,  First  Cavalry,  commanding. 

Fort  Canhyj  Wash. — Company  G,  Fourth  Artillery;  Capt.  Arthur 
Morris,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanding. 

Fort  Cceur  WAlene^  Idaho. — Headquarters  and  band  and  Companies 
A,  B,  F,  and  G,  Second  Infantrj^  (Company  F  temporarily  at  Fort  Har- 
ney) ;  Col.  Frank  Wheaton,  Second  Infantry,  commanding. 

Fort  Colvillej  Wash. — Company  H,  First  Cavalry,  and  Companies  C 
and  H,  Second  Infantrj'  (Company  C  temporarily  at  Camp  Howard). 

Fort  Harney y  Oreg. — Company  F,  First  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Twenty- 
first  Infantry,  and  Company  F,  Second  Infantry  (Company  F,  Second 
Infantry,  temporarily  at  post) ;  Capt.  Thomas  Drury,  Second  Infantry, 
commanding. 

Camp  Howard^  Idaho. — Company  D,  First  Cavalry,  Companies  0  and 
K,  Second  Infantry  (Company  C  temporarily  at  post) ;  Capt.  Albert  G, 
Force,  First  Cavalry,  commanding. 

Fort  Klamathj  Oreg. — Company  L,  First  Cavalry,  and  Company  F, 
Twenty-first  Infantry;  Capt.  Stephen  G.  Whipple,  First  Cavalry,  com- 
manding. 

Fort  Lapicaij  Idaho. — Company  E,  First  Cavalry,  and  Company  I, 
Twenty -first  Infantry ;  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  Chambers,  Twenty-first 
Infantry,  commanding. 

Foot  /Stevens,  Oreg. — Company  M,  Fourth  Artillery;  Capt.  Charles  B. 
Throckmorton,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanding. 

Fort  Townsendj  Wash. — Companies  E  and  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry; 
Col.  Granville  O.  Haller,  U.  S.  A.,  commanding. 

Vancouver  Arsenal,  Wash. — Detachment  of  Ordnance;  Capt.  John  A. 
Kress,  Ordnance  Department,  commanding. 

Vancotiver  Barracks,  Wash. — ^Headquarters  and  band  and  Companies 
C,  D,  G,  and  K,  Twenty-first  Infantry ;  Col.  Henry  A.  Morrow,  Twenty- 
first  Infantry,  commanding. 
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Fort  Walla  Walla^  Wash. — Headquarters  and  band  and  Companies 
A,  B,  M,  and  K,  First  Cavalry ;  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Forsyth,  First 
Cavalry,  commanding. 

N'ew  post  near  Lake  Chelan^  Wash, — Companies  D,  B,  I,  and  K,  Second 
Infantry  (Company  K  temporarily  at  Camp  Howard,  Idaho);  Lieut. 
Col.  Heufy  C.  Merriam,  Second  Infantry,  commanding. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

The  changes  in  the  depaii;ment  staff  during  the  year  have  been — 

Gain. — Maj.  O.  D.  Greene,  assistant  a^utant-general,  assigned  to 
duty  by  Special  Orders  No.  64,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  and  announced  i»  General  Orders  No.  9,  current  series  from  these 
headquarters. 

Maj.  Thomas  C.  Sullivan,  commissary  of  Subsistence,  chief  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  assigned  to  duty  per  Special  Orders  No.  225,  War 
Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  series  of  1878,  and  announced 
in  General  Orders  No.  49,  series  of  1878,  from  these  headquarters. 

Capt.  John  A.  Kress,  Ordnance  Department,  chief  ordnance  officer, 
assigned  to  duty  per  Special  Orders  No.  154,  War  Department,  Adju- 
tant-General's Office,  and  announced  in  General  Orders  No.  14,  current 
series,  from  these  headquarters. 

First  Lieut.  Thomas  W.  Symons,  engineer  officer,  assigned  to  duty 
per  Special  Ortlers  No.  58,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
and  announced  in  General  Orders  No.  16,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
quarters. 

Loss, — Maj.  A.  H.  Nickerson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  relieved  from 
duty  in  this  department  and  placed  on  duty  in  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
per  Special  Orders  25,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  and 
announced  in  General  Orders  No.  2,  current  series,  from  these  headquar- 
ters. 

IVIaj.  L.  S.  Babbitt,  Ordnance  Department,  relieved  from  duty  as  chief 
ordnance  officer,  i)er  Special  Orders  No.  154,  War  Department,  Adju- 
tant General's  Office,  and  announced  in  General  Orders  No.  14,  current 
series,  from  these  headquarters. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  STAFF  DEPARTMENTS. 

The  changes  in  the  staff  departments  have  been — 

Gain. — Surg.  F.  L.  Town,  on  duty  in  department  per  Special  Orders 
No.  58,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  current  series;  as- 
signed to  duty  at  Fort  Walla  Walla,  per  Special  Orders  No.  49,  current 
series,  from  these  headquarters. 

Assistant  Quartermaster  Lewis  C.  Forsyth  wa«  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  department  i>er  Special  Orders  No.  91,  War  Department,  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  current  series,  and  is  now  on  duty  at  Walla  Walla  as 
forwarding  and  disbursing  quartermaster  of  that  section  of  the  country, 
per  Special  Orders  89,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters. 

Assist.  Surg.  Peter  Moffatt  was  assigned  to  the  department  per  Special 
Orders  No.  114,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  current 
series,  and  is  now  on  duty  at  new  post,  near  Lake  Chelan,  Washing- 
ton Territory,  per  Special  Orders  No.  96,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
dquarters. 

Assist.  Surg.  Timothy  E.  Wilcox  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  depart- 
ment per  Special  Orders  No.  114,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  current  series,  and  is  now  on  duty  at  Boisd  Barracks,  per  Special 
Orders  No.  64,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters. 
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Post  Chaplain  David  Wills  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Fort  Walla  Wallj 
per  letter  of  June  16, 1879,  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office.  He  ha 
not  yet  joined  station. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  LINE. 

The  changes  among  the  line  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  depart 
ment  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 

Gain, 
Officers : 
Transfers,  &c 1 

Enlisted  men : 

Recruits  from  depot A 50 

By  transfer 1 

From  desertion S 

Total 56 

Loss. 
Officers : 
Transfers • I 

Enlisted  men : 

Transfer -.     1 

Discharge 26 

Death • 1 

Desertion v 19 

Total 49 

Twenty  Indian  Bcouts  enlisted  are  included  in  this  number. 

NO  GENERAL  OUTBREAK. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report  (October  15, 1878)  there  ha 
been  no  disturbance  of  the  peace  which  has  resulted  in  any  general  oul 
break. 

RUMORS  AND  THREATS  AGAINST  THE   JOHN   DAY  BAND   OF   INDIANS 

The  latter  part  of  November,  after  the  removal  of  the  force  near  Pen 
dleton,  the  usual  fever  that  follows  an  Indian  campaign  filled  the  ai 
with  rumors  of  outbreaks  of  Indians,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  c 
Eastern  Oregon  threatened  to  inaugurate  further  troubles  by  killing 
band  of  Indians  that  had  left  the  Indian  reserve  without  formal  permif 
sion,  and  were  hovering  around  their  old  haunts  not  far  from  the  mouti 
of  the  John  Day's  Eiver. 

HIACKENY'S  band  off  THE  RESERVATION. 

Hiackeny  was  the  chief  of  the  band.    He  was  the  same  Indian  that 
suspected  of  acting  as  a  spy  last  year — an  Indian  who  had  previousl; 
given  a  great  deal  of  trouble — once  being  located  at  the  Warm  Springe 
and  recently  for  a  time  at  the  Umatilla  Agency.    The  band  numberoi 
about  80  men,  women,  and  children. 

CAPTAIN  BOYLE,  TWENTY-FIRST  INFANTRY,  SENT  AFTER  THEIC 

Captain  Boyle,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  was  sent  with  his  comi>any  in 
capture  this  band  and  bring  the  principal  men  to  his  post  at  YanoonTei 
He  did  this  work  admirably. 
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BRINGS  HIAOKENY  AND  OTHER  CHIEFS  TO  VANCOUVER. 

He  set  out  November  21  and  returned  the  25th,  bringing  Hiackeny 
and  seven  men. 

SENDS  THE  REST  OP  THE  BAND  TO  WARM  SPRINGS  AGENCY. 

He  sent  Lieutenant  Shofiier,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  with  a  small  es- 
cort, to  take  the  rest  of  the  band  to  the  Warm  Springs  Indian  Agency. 
The  Indian  prisoners  were  kept  at  Vancouver  Barracks  till  the  arrival 
of  the  other  prisoners  of  war  from  Fort  Harney,  when  they  were  sent 
to  the  Yakama  Agency  and  transferred  to  Agent  Wilbur. 

REMOVAL    OF    THE    BANNOCK    AND    PIUTE     PRISONERS    FROM    FORT 

HARNEY. 

The  28th  of  November  I  received  telegraphic  instructions  to  remove 
the  Bannock  and  Piute  prisoners  (then  under  guard  at  Fort  Harney)  a 
distance  of  about  350  miles  to  the  Yakama  Reservation.  I  was  to  detain 
from  them  as  prisoners  a  number  of  the  worst. 

The  winter  was  already  upon  us  before  the  execution  of  the  order 
could  be  accomplished. 

ESCAPE  OF  PRISONERS  FROM  FORT  HARNEY. 

Just  before  its  receipt  several  of  these  prisoners  escaped  from  Harney; 
the  troops  were  sent  in  pursuit  both  in  this  department  and  in  the  De- 
partment of  California,  and  they  were  finally  captured — a  part  near 
Fort  Bid  well  and  a  part  near  the  Klamath  Agency.  These  Indians  were 
sent  to  these  headquarters  via  Klamath.  Those  selected  from  Harney 
for  detention  and  these  fix)m  Klamath,  captured,  I  have  kept  at  Van- 
couver Barracks  constantly  employed  at  hard  labor. 

PRISONERS  AT  VANCOUVER  TO  BE  SENT  TO   YAKAMA. 

In  consequence  of  their  good  conduct  since  they  have  been  here  the 
government  has  determined  to  send  these  prisoners  also  to  Yakama, 
whither  they  wiU  be  escorted  in  a  few  days  by  sufficient  guard. 

THE  REMOVAL  FROM  FORT  HARNEY  TO  YAKAMA  AGENCY. 

The  removal  of  some  600  prisoners,  composed  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  over  the  mountain  roads,  in  winter,  from  Harney  to  Simcoe, 
was  a  difficult  and  trying  operation,  and  very  costly.  Capt.  W.  H. 
Winters,  of  the  First  Cavalry,  who  had  charge  of  the  work,  exercised 
the  greatest  care.  By  short  marches  and  the  use  of  abundant  transpor- 
tation, he  succeeded  in  taking  them  through  with  an  escort  of  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  with  but  small  loss  of  life,  two  adults,  who  were  al- 
ready ill,  and  three  children  perishing  on  the  journey.  He  made  the 
transfer  to  Agent  Wilbur,  at  Fort  Simcoe,  February  10, 1879. 

INDIANS  OP  THE  UPPER  COLUMBIA. 

During  the  fall  and  early  part  of  the  winter  the  Indians  of  the  Upper 
Columbia  that  have  never  been  connected  with  any  reservation,  or  who 
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have  wandered  away  from  diffei'ent  agencies  and  become  nomadic,  In 
came  involved  in  troubles  with  the  white  people  of  Yakama  County  am 
vicinity.  The  details  are  already  known  to  you  and  need  not  be  repeater 
here. 

ARREST  OF  CHIEF  MOSES  AND  OTHERS. 

They  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  principal  chief  of  these  Indians 
usually  called  Chief  Moses.  He  was  held  as  prisoner  for  some  time  a 
Yakania  City  and  Fort  Simcoe.  Some  few  of  the  Indians  came  ui)on  th 
reservation,  but  the  majority  showed  symptoms  of  increased  restless 
ness  and  hostility. 

REQUISITION  FOR  TROOPS  FOR  YABAMA  RESERVATION. 

The  threatenings  resulting  on  the  part  of  the  whites  and  Indians,  an< 
also  a  formal  requisition  of  Agent  Wilbur  for  the  presence  of  troops 
determined  me  to  retain  the  two  escort  comi)anies  temporarily  in  th< 
Yakama  Valley,  and  add  to  them  two  more  from  Fort  Walla  Walla 
Tliis  was  done  early  in  the  spring,  placing  the  camp  in  the  Kittitas; 
Valley,  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Yakama  Eiver. 

UMATILLA  MURDERERS    ARRESTED    AND    TRIED    BY    THE    CIVIL    AT3 

THORITIES. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  I  recommended  that  a  few  leaders  of  th< 
Piutes  and  Bannocks,  the  principal  ones  being  already  killed,  be  surren 
dered  to  the  civil  authorities  for  punishment.  This  was  really  done  ii 
Umatilla  County,  Oregon.  Several  were  tried  for  murder,  found  guilty 
and  executed. 

I  made  simply  such  disposition  of  the  troops  as  would  prevent  ai 
outbreak.  The  middle  of  last  November  all  the  companies  detained  ii 
the  vicinity  of  the  Umatilla  Keservation  were  sent  to  the  posts  when 
they  belonged.  !N^ear  the  time  of  the  execution  two  companies  proceedec 
from  Fort  Walla  Walla  to  the  neighborhood  of  Pendleton,  where  tin 
execution  took  place,  remained  a  few  days,  and  then  returned. 

UMATILLA  CHIEFS  ORDERED  TO  WASHINGTON. 

In  consecpience  of  the  divisions  among  the  Umatillas,  some  havin| 
been  friendly  and  helping,  while  others  were  hostile  and  engaged  ii 
war  and  murder  during  the  Bannock  outbreak,  it  was  thought  best  by  th( 
Interior  Department  to  send  the  chiefs  to  Washington  for  consultation 
Agent  Cornoyer,  of  the  Umatilla  Agency,  was  to  take  this  delegation. 

CHIEF  MOSES  ADDED  TO  THE  DELEGATION. 

To  this  was  added  Chief  Moses  and  a  number  of  his  tribe.  After  ih< 
delegation  was  prepared  to  leave  this  department  for  the  East,  tw( 
requisitions  were  made  ui)on  me — one  to  send  an  officer  with  the  Indiani 
to  Washington,  and  the  other  to  place  an  officer  and  small  force  at  Um 
Umatilla  Agency  during  the  absence  of  the  chiefs;  the  former  to  give 
confidence  to  Moses  and  some  other  Indians  that  they  would  have  a  8af< 
journey  and  return,  and  the  latter  to  aid  the  acting  Indian  agent  in  pre 
serving  the  i>eace. 
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THREATS  MADE  AGAINST  THE  UMATILLA  INDIANS. 

There  were  a  few  disturbances  occasioned  by  some  kind  of  organiza- 
tion among  the  whites  when  a  purpose'  was  declared  to  kill  Indians 
found  off  the  reservation  and  disarm  those  within  its  limits. 

A  SMALL  GUARD  SENT   TO    UMATILLA  AGENCY  AND  AN  OFFICER  DE- 
TAILED TO  ACCOMPANY  THE  INDIAN  DELEGATION. 

There  was  also  quite  extensive  robbing,  quite  large  bands  of  Indian 
horses  being  seized  and  driven  off.  Captain  Boyle,  of  the  Twenty-first 
Infantry,  who  once  had  acted  as  Indian  agent  for  the  Umatillas,  was 
detailed  to  accompany  the  delegation ;  Lieutenant  Farrow,  of  the  Twen- 
ty-first Infantry,  with  a  few  men,  was  sent  to  the  agency  to  keep  the 
peace.    These  several  measures  kept  everything  quiet. 

THE  INDIAN  DELEGATION  RETURNS — RESULTS. 

The  chiefs  returned.  The  settlements  accomplished  had,  as  a  result, 
a  good  influence  in  establishing  a  more  permanent  peace. 

THE  RESERVATION  FOR  MOSES'S  INDIANS  AND  OTHERS  ON  THE  UPPER 

COLUMBIA. 

The  Colville  Keservation  lies  between  the  Columbia  and  Okanagon 
Kivers,  though  the  Colville  Indians  proper  have  never  gone  upon  the 
reserve ;  though  a  few  tribes,  nominally  under  the  same  agency,  are  on 
or  near  this  reservation.  Moses  declared  to  me  that  he  would  be  satis- 
fied with  the  same  territory,  and  if  it  could  be  extended  to  the  Methow 
Eiver  he  believed  that  he  could  get  all  the  Indians  who  seemed  to  have 
made  common  cause  with  him  go  upon  it ;  so  I  understood  him  before 
setting  out  for  Washington. 

DISCREPANCY  BETWEEN  THE  MAP  OF  THE  RESERVATION  AND  THE 

DECLARATION. 

On  his  return  he  showed  a  map  and  a  declaration  setting  apart  for 
him  and  liis  people,  and  such  other  Indians  as  should  choose  to  go  with 
him,  a  territory  called  "Moses's  Reservation.'^  It  extends  from  the  Col- 
ville Resei've  to  Lake  Chelan. 

There  was  a  disagreement  between  the  map  anddeclaration — the  map 
taking  in  the  whole,  the  declaration  excluding  a  portion  because  it 
was  already  given  to  the  North  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  The  offi- 
cials of  that  company,  however,  agreed  to  restore  the  portion  north  and 
east  of  Lake  Chelan,  as  it  would  never  be  used  by  the  company.  At 
any  rate,  the  map  from  the  Indian  Office  and  the  affidavit  of  Captain 
Boyle  as  to  the  actual  agreement  between  Moses  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  do  promise  and  set  apart  the  entire  tract  from  the  Okana- 
gon River  to  Lake  Chelan. 

GOVERNOR    FERRY    REQUESTS    THE    DEPARTMENT    COMMANDER    AND 
TROOPS  TO  ACCOMPANY  HIM  IN  LOCATING  THE  MOSES  INDIANS. 

In  view  of  the  perplexities  of  the  situation,  Governor  Ferry,  of  Wash- 
ington Territory,  sent  me  the  following  dispatch  : 

Olympia,  April  26,  1879. 
General  Howard, 

Secretary  Schorz  directs  me  to  communicate  with  General  Howard  at  once  to  pre- 
pare for  the  removal  of  Moses  unbound  to  the  enlarged  ColviUe  Reservation.    Secre- 
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tary  evidently  thinks  that  a  military  force  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  Mosei 
when  he  returns  and  while  he  is  ep,  route  to  the  new  reservation.  I  will  go  with  Moses  tx 
Yakaina,  and  if  necessar>',  to  the  new  reservation  and  may  want  a  military  escort 
say  from  Goldendale,  for  his  protection.    Will  you  go  also  T 

FERRY,  Gotemwr. 

To  this  dispatch  I  replied  as  follows : 

Vancouver  Barracks,  April  26,  1879. 
Governor  Ferry,  OJympia: 

I  will  have  the  necessary  force  ready  at  Wallula,  and  will  go  with  yon  if  yon  desin 
it.  Can  go  better  from  Wallula  than  through  Goldendale.  The  force  at  Fort  Simcoc 
has  already  gone  on  to  EUensburg. 

HOWARD, 
Commanding  Department 

I  subsequently  received  a  letter  from  him  dated  April  30,  to  the  sam< 
jnirport,  in  which  he  says :  "  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  strongly  ap 
proves  my  request  to  you  to  accompany  me.  He  thinks  it  is  the  besi 
thing  possible.'' 

EXPEDITION  ORaATOZED. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  deemed  it  best  to  arrange  an  expeditioi 
which  would  subserve  three  purposes :  one  to  relieve  the  community  oi 
anxiety,  another  to  further  the  wishes  of  the  Interior  Department  at 
expressed  by  Governor  Ferry  and  a  third  to  reconnoiter  the  whole  coun 
tiy  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Columbia  and  contiguous  thereto,  with  c 
view  of  securing  some  permanent  protection  to  peaceably-disposed  In 
dians  and  settlers  by  the  location  of  a  new  post. 

NECESSITY  FOR  A  NEW  POST  NEAR  THE  NEW  RESERVATION. 

In  fact,  a  new  post  between  the  whites  and  the  Indians  appears  to  hav< 
been  a  part  of  the  settlement  itself,  wherein  Chief  Moses  agreed  to  giv< 
up  all  his  claims  south  and  east  of  the  Columbia,  and  move  to  the  en 
larged  Colville  Reservation. 

THE  EXPEDITION  STARTS. 

On  the  4th  of  May  Governor  Ferry  and  myself  started  northward 
The  Umatilla  chiefs  went  to  their  homes.  Chief  Moses  and  his  nephev 
accompanied  us  as  far  as  Priests'  Rapids.  Here  we  allowed  him  to  visi 
his  people  near  Moses's  Lake,  under  promise  to  meet  us  on  a  certain  da; 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Wenatchie  River. 

For  the  expedition,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Forsyth,'First  Cavalry,  tool 
Hanis's  and  Bendire's  companies  from  Fort  Walla  Walla,  and  pro^eded 
via,  Priests'  Rapids,  to  join  the  four  companies  already  mentioned  at  Kit 
titass.  The  latter  were  under  the  command  of  Maj.  John  Green,  of  th< 
First  Cavalry. 

TEMPORARY  CAMP  AT  PRIESTS'  RAPIDS. 

During  the  absence  of  its  oflScers,  Lieutenant  Eltonhead  has  been  com 
manding  Captain  Burton's  companj'^,  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry.  H( 
was  first  assigned  to  guard  the  temporary  depot  at  Priests'  Rapids,  an( 
open  the  new  road  across  to  the  Kittitass  Camp.  As  soon  as  this  worl 
had  been  accomplished  he  moved  his  company  to  Kittitass. 

APPREHENSIONS  AT  YAKAMA  CITY. 

With  Governor  Ferry  I  Aisited  Yakama  City,  where  he  explained  th( 
puri^oses  of  the  government,  and  succeeded  in  allaying  the  apprehen 
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sions  of  the  people  on  the  subject  of  their  future  protection.  The  mur- 
derers of  the  Perkins  family  were  already  here  in  the  jail,  and  warrants 
were  out  for  Smoholla  and  some  others  supposed  to  be  accessories  after 
the  fact.  The  indictment  against  Moses  on  the  same  charge  was  still 
I)ending.  The  majority  of  the  people  assured  the  governor  that  the  set- 
tlement proposed  would  be  satisfactory  to  them,  provided  the  troops 
were  so  located  as  to  relieve  them  from  constant  danger. 

THE  RECONNAISSANCE  TO  LAKE  CHELAN  AND  VICINITY. 

We  proceeded  to  Kittitass  and  took  the  six  companies  of  cavalry  for 
the  expedition,  leaving  Captain  Jackson  in  charge  of  the  camp,  with  a 
detail  of  cavalry  and  the  company  of  infantry  soon  to  arrive  from 
Priests'  Eapids. 

WBNATCHIE. 

We  reached  Wenatchie  on  the  27th  of  May,  in  three  marches  from 
Kittitass.  A  range  of  mountains  lies  between,  and  had  to  be  crossed  by 
the  way  of  Cook's  Canon.  The  first  day  out  the  trails  were  almost  im- 
passable, the  pack-mules  wallowing  to  their  bellies  in  the  mire.  We 
encountered  a  fearful  snow  and  hail  storm,  the  snow  continuing  on  the 
ground  till  the  next  day.  After  passing  the  mountains  along  the  river 
valley,  which  is  quite  narrow,  the  weather  became  very  warm,  and  the 
ground  was  dry  and  hard. 

COUNCIL  AT  miller's  STORE. 

Chief  Moses  and  a  large  number  of  tribes  of  Indians,  by  their  chiefs 
as  representatives,  met  us  at  Miller's  Store,  the  only  place  inhabited 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Wenatchie. 

THE   COMMAND  DIVIDED. 

The  governor  and  myself,  at  this  j)oint,  held  very  satisfactory  councils 
with  the  Indians,  and  everything  proved  so  peaceful  and  satisfactory, 
that  I  concluded  not  to  take  the  entire  force  any  farther.  I  was  the 
more  inclined  to  this  from  the  conformation  of  the  country.  An  enor- 
mous mass  of  jagged  mountains  rises  up  to  obstruct  the  way,  and  juts 
down  to  the  edge  of  the  Columbia. 

There  were  old  Indian  trails  over  this  range  and  out  ialong  the  river, 
but  recent  earthquakes  had  broken  up  and  destroyed  them,  so  that  we 
were  forced  to  cross  the  Columbia  at  this  point. 

DIFFICULTY  OF  CROSSING   MOUNTED    TROOPS   OVER    THE    COLUMBIA. 

We  had  never  been  able  to  so  train  our  American  horses  that  they 
will  swim  the  rivers  with  willingness  or  ease.  After  much  hard  work, 
Colonel  Forsyth  succeeded  in  crossing  Harris's  and  Bendire^s  companies, 
with  the  necessary  pack-trains,  while  Major  Green  was  instructed  to  re- 
main a  few  days,  reconuoiter  the  Wenatchie  with  a  view  to  its  claim  for 
the  new  post,  and  then  return  with  the  four  companies  to  resume  com- 
mand of  the  camp  at  Eattitass. 

FARTHER  UP  THE    COLUMBIA. 

We  now  proceed  up  the  Columbia,  encamping  for  a  short  time  in  the 
vicinity  of  Chelan,  so  as  to  enable  Governor  Ferry  and  myself  to  cross 
over  and  take  a  look  at  the  Indians  and  the  lake  in  that  vicinity. 
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A  remarkably  peaceful  old  Indian  chief,  En-e-mo-see-chi,  resides  here. 
He  became  a  most  friendly  interpreter  and  guide  for  us  ever  after. 

LAKE  CHELAN. 

The  lake  is  some  50  or  60  miles  long,  apparently  not  more  than  3  miles 
broad  at  its  widest.  It  stretches  back  among  the  mountains,  leaving 
very  little  land  sufficiently  level  for  habitation  along  its  shores.  It 
^merges  into  the  Columbia  through  a  narrow  outlet  about  a  mile  in 
length,  with  a  flow  of  continuous  rapids  and  occasional  falls.  The  mount- 
ains environing  the  lake  are  thinly  timbered.  Some  of  the  slopes,  thongh 
very  steep,  are  open  and  covered  with  grass. 

I  omitted  to  ^ay  that  we  ascended  the  slope  east  of  the  Columbia,  op- 
posite Wenatchie,  for  12  miles,  and  visited  the  place  where  Moses  and 
his  people  were  then  encamped. 

What  I  have  called  a  slope  was  ascended  by  Indian  trails,  for  the 
most  part  very  steep,  and  quite  impracticable  for  making  of  a  wagon- 
road. 

There  was  good  water  at  Moses's  Camp,  some  pines  and  cottonwood, 
but  timber  very  scarce. 

After  ascending  the  slope,  Y)erhaps  6  miles  from  the  river,  the  eye  takes 
in  the  vast  plains  of  the  Columbia,  a  rolling  prairie,  coveried  at  this  sea- 
son with  the  best  of  grazing.  This  is  the  character  of  the  country  gen- 
erally in  this  region  all  along  south  and  east  of  the  Columbia. 

OKANAGAN  RIVER  INDLAJ^  CHIEFS. 

The  3d  of  June  we  leave  the  river  opposite  Chelan,  ascend  to  the  high 
table  land,  and  take  a  direct  course  to  a  point  a  little  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Okaiiagan.  Here  Tenasket,  Suksupkin,  and  several  other  Indian 
chiefs  visit  us ;  also  some  white  men,  who  said  that  they  lived  upon  the 
Colville  Reservation  or  its  extension.  I  believe  that  all  arrangements 
were  finally  satisfactory. 

LOOKING  FOR  GOOD  LOCATION  FOR  NEW  POST. 

This  point  I  reconnoitered  very  thoroughly,  going  to  the  heights  so  as 
to  view  the  whole  country,  crossing  the  Columbia  and  the  Okanagan, 
and  visiting  the  streams  and  lakelets  in  that  neighborhood,  all  with  the 
hope  of  finding  some  acceptable  point  for  the  new  post.  But  south  of 
the  Columbia  there  is  a  scarcity  of  timber  and  water,  and  north  of  the 
Columbia  neither  timber  nor  water  is  very  convenient;  still,  after  exam- 
ination, the  best  practicable  site  appeared  to  me  to  be  south  of  the  Oo- 
luuibia,  at  a  point  about  fifteen  miles  southwest  from  the  place  which 
Moses  has  chosen  for  his  new  settlement.  This  will  be  on  a  creek,  a 
tributary  of  the  Columbia,  named  Ka-tah,  near  by  the  Nespelum  tribe 
of  Indians. 

After  a  few  days'  delay,  to  acquaint  ourselves  with  the  Indians  and 
their  situation,  we  take  our  way,  Moses  and  En-e-mo-see-chi  accompany- 
ing us,  over  the  same  great  plains  that  I  have  described  to  Spokane 
Falls,  a  distance  of  about  110  miles. 

THE  SAN  POELS. 

When  opposite  the  San  Poels  this  singular  Indian  tribe  paid  us  a 
visit    They  are  solicitous  of  entire  and  absolute  independence  of  white 
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men  and  Indians.  Their  acting  chief  is  a  lame  man,  much  given  to 
dreaming.  His  dreams  appeared  to  be  sensible,  and  I  anticipate  no 
trouble  from  his  people,  for  they  are  temperate  and  industrious.  The 
substance  of  his  dreaming  appears  to  be  the  prayer  of  an  aged  Presby- 
terian divine,  who  formerly  visited  them. 

In  passing  over  the  grassy  plains  we  found  several  small  streams  of 
water  not  on  our  maps.  They  will  be  found  in  Lieutenant  Knox^s  itin- 
erary, but  no  wood-land  till  we  reached  the  Crab  Creek  country,  about 
half  way.  Settlers  are  coming  in  here.  They  increase  in  number  toward 
Spokane  Falls. 

COUNTRY  FILLING  WITH  SETTLERS. 

Before  reaching  Hangman^s  Creek  the  country  is  quite  settled  up;  the 
hills  dotted  with  new  dwellings,  the  fields  plowed,  and  the  children 
ah  school.  The  recent  immigi*ation  has  drifted  northward  through  Mos- 
cow, Colfax,  Crab  Creek,  and  Hangman's  Creek.  The  hoi)e  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  new  post  and  the  gatheiing  in  of  the  wandering  Indians 
relieve  the  apprehensions  of  these  numerous  settlers. 

FORT  COaUR  D'ALENE  and  C0UNC?IL  at  SPOKANE  FALLS. 

After  inspecting  Fort  Coeur  d'Alene  I  returned  to  Spokane  Falls,  and 
was  present  at  the  Indian  councils  that  were  held  there.  The  Spokanes 
beg  that  former  promises  be  fulfilled.  They  say  that  Col.  E.  G.  Wat- 
kins,  Indian  inspector,  promised  them  a  strip  of  land  along  the  Columbia 
and  the  Spokane  Rivers.  Some  of  the  young  men  agreed  to  go  with 
Moses,  all,  in  tact,  except  the  old  chief  Spokane  Garry,  provided  the  Col- 
ville  Reserve  could  be  extended  a  little  farther  eastward,  as  promised  by 
Watkins. 

The  growling  of  Spokane  Garry,  who  would  agree  to  nothing,  and  the 
proviso  of  Lot  and  the  other  chiefs  may  yet  cause  us  trouble  5  but  the 
Spokanes  are  not  much  inclined  to  war,  however  hard  they  may  beg  for 
supposed  rights  and  the  fulfiUment  of  promises. 

return  to  yancouter  barracks. 

After  the  close  of  this  council,  I  returned  June  24  by  the  way  of  Lap- 
wai,  sending  Col.  Forsyth  with  his  escort  back  to  Fort  Walla  Walla. 

organization  of  INDIAN  SCOUTS. 

For  fear  of  possible  trouble  when  the  news  of  a  civil  posse  having 
killed  several  Indians  on  the  Upper  Columbia,  and  when  about  the  same 
time  the  report  that  some  white  men  in  Umatilla  County,  Oregon,  had 
fired  upon  some  Indians  at  Pilot  Rock  arrived,  I  deemed  it  best  to  or- 
ganize a  small  company  of  Indian  scouts.  This  was  done  at  the  Uma- 
tilla Agency  by  Lieutenant  Farrow,  already  on  the  spot.  After  training 
his  scouts  and  occupying  the  attention  of  the  Indians  in  that  vicinity 
by  reconnaissances,  he  reported  himself  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  in 
any  direction  as  early  as  July  6. 

RENEGADE  INPIANS  IN  NORTHERN  ffiAHO. 

About  the  1st  of  May  I  received  the  following  dispatches,  which  I  in- 
sert with  my  reply : 

San  Francisco,  May  1,  1879, 

C<m.manding  Officer  Department  Columhiaf  Vancourery  Wash. : 

Indiau  Agent  at  Lemhi  states  that  a  murder  of  five  Chinamen  in  February  last  in 
Southern  Idaho  occurred  at  Oro  Grand  or  Loon  Creek,  80  milea  northeast  of  Bois^ 
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and  it  \b  sapposed  was  done  by  Indians,  probably  some  of  the  hostOes  of  last  hammer, 
who  have  been  wintering  with  the  Sheepeaters  on  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Salmon.  The 
dirision  commander  direets  that  a  detachment  be  sent  ont  from  Bo\a6  as  soon  as  the 
trail  can  be^travcled,  and  ascertain  who  the  murderers  were,  and,  if  Indians,  to  appre- 
hend them, 'and  bring  them  into  Bois^. 

KELTON,  A.  A.  G. 


Vaxcouveb  Babb^oks,  Ma$  1,  1879. 

A86ISTAXT  AiXTUTANT-GeXERAL, 

MiuTABY  Division  Pacific, 

Presidio  San  Francisco : 

I  was  preparing  to  do  nearly  as  the  division  commander  has  ordered  concerning  the 
murderers  of  the  Chinamen,  intending  to  snbmit  my  plan.  I  would  like  also  to  start 
another  detachment  from  Camp  Howard  when  the  trail  will  permit,  sending  two  indi- 
cions  scouts  ahead  to  place  these  Indians.  I  am  satisfied  there  is  a  party  of  last 
year's  hostiles  on  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Salmon. 

HOWARD,       # 
CommoMdimg, 


Presidio  San  FBANCiaco,  May  3,  1879. 

Commanding  Officer  Department  Columbia f  Vancouver,  Wa^h. : 

Your  plan  of  sending  a  detachment  from  Camp  Howard  to  look  for  the  murderers  of 
Chinamen  at  Oro  Grand  is  approved  by  the  division  commander.  Ton  are  authorized 
to  enlist  20  Indian  scouts  on  or  after  May  7,  as  a  reduction  to  that  extent  will  then  be 
effected  in  Arizona. 

KELTON,  A.  A.  G. 

Baaed  upon  those  instnictions,  I  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  com- 
manding officer  Bois^  Barracks: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia^ 

Vancouver  Barracks,  May  7,  1879. 
C<m,manding  Officer  Boisi  Barracks : 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  hy  the  department  commander  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  diyision  commander  concerning  the  reported  murder  of  Chinamen  on  Loon 
Creek.  From  information  received  from  diiferent  sources,  the  department  commander 
is  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a  small  band  of  Indians,  composed  of  Sheepeaters,  Piutes, 
and  Bannocks,  who  escaped  from  the  hostiles  last  year,  located  on  the  Middle  Fork  of 
Salmon  River.  He  directs  that  you  send  your  cavalry  company,  starting  it  on  or 
about  the  Ist  of  June  next,  for  a  compliance  with  the  division  commander's  telegram. 

To  this  end  the  company  will  proceed  to  Ghallis,  Idaho,  and  operate  from  that  point, 
provided  the  information  obtained  will  warrant  it.  It  is  probable  that  a  force  will  he 
sent  from  Camp  Howard  about  the  same  time  for  the  same  purpose.  This  force  will 
consitst  of  about  50  effectives,  and  will  bo  directed  to  attempt  to  form  Junction  with 
the  force  from  your  post  as  early  as  possible. 

The  department  commander  desires  that  Captain  Bernard  be  placed  in  command, 
and  if  he  be  not  at  the  post  by  the  time  indicated  for  starting,  that  these  headquar- 
ters be  notilied  by  telegraph  of  the  fact.  It  is  expected  that,  when  the  two  commands 
come  together.  Captain  Bernard  will  l)e  the  ranking  officer,  and  the  command  of  both 
forces  will  devolve  upon  him.  This  is  tbe  intention  of  the  department  commander. 
It  will  be  wise  to  keep  any  Piutes  or  Bannocks  who  were  engaged  in  last  years*  war 
as  prisoners  of  war  till  you  can  rex)ort  and  get  specific  Instructions  concerning  their 
disx)08ition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  8LADEN, 
Acting  Assistant  AdJutant-GenerdL 

The  same  in  substance  was  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  district  of 
the  Clearwater,  directing  that  about  the  same  force  he  sent  from  Camp 
Howard  to  operate  toward  Challis  and  form  junction  with  Bernard  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

TEOOPS  FBOM  CAMP  HOWAED  AND  BOISlfi  BABBAOKS  TAKE  THE  FIELD. 

These  instructions  were  carried  into  effect  from  botb  points,  as  re- 
quired }  but  owing  to  the  want  of  trails,  the  fearfully  rough  countryi  and 
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the  deep  snows  through  which  the  commands  had  to  dig  their  way  in 
order  to  get  within  the  limits  of  the  roaming  ground  of  the  Indians^  great 
delay  was  occasioned. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

In  Captain  Bernard's  report  of  July  6  he  uses  these  significant 
words : 

To  enable  as  to  set  up  the  river  (Middle  Salmon)  a  trail  tbroagh  timber  and  rocks 
had  to  bo  made  all  the  way. 

This  was  done  with  the  river  constantly  rising,  so  that  the  crossing 
and  recrossing  became  slow  and  difficult. 

At  last  the  mountains  closed  in^  forming  such  a  ca&on  as  to  cause  us  to  leave  the 
river  and  try  the  mountains,  which  are  all  covered  with  snow  and  very  rocky. 

He  represents  "pack-mules  being  carried  down-stream,  rolling  down 
moimtains,  causing  the  loss  of  many  rations  and  other  supplies." 

On  June  11,  Lieutenant  Catley,  Second  Infantry,  commanding  the 
Camp -Howard  force,  reports  from  Warren's: 

That  nothing  towards  getting  into  the  country  where  the  Indians  are  supposed  to 
be  can  be  done  till  later,  when  more  of  the  snow  has  gone. 

Also  June  16,  he  reports  that  he  went. 

About  seven  miles  from  Warren's  was  obliged  to  turn  back,  it  being  absolutely  im- 
possible to  get  through.  •  •  •  j  shall  now  make  an  effort  to  got  through  by  shov- 
eling a  road  (snow  perhaps  from  5  to  8  feet  deep).  There  is  about  one  mile  to  be 
cleared  in  this  way. 

Catley  was  forced  to  return  to  Warren^s  after  a  second  attempt,  and 
remained  there  till  the  latter  part  of  June.  The  11th  of  July  he  has 
succeeded  in  getting  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Sal- 
mon. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  Bernard  writes  from  Cape  Horn  Valley : 

The  country  is  no  doubt  as  rough  as  any  in  the  United  States,  and  to  get  at  the  In- 
dians will  be  a  work  of  ^reat  diraculty.  Should  they  discover  us  before  we  do  them, 
they  can  hide  in  the  timbered  Rocky  Mountains  for  a  long  time  and  go  from  point 
to  point  nmch  faster  than  we  can,  even  if  we  knew  where  to  go. 

After  speaking  of  the  want  of  trails  and  the  jagged,  rocky  country,  he 
says : 

We  have  traveled  over  much  country  that  no  white  man  ever  saw  before ;  our  guides 
and  all  miners  declaring  we  could  not  get  through  at  aU. 

INDIAN  SCOUTS  ORDERED  INTO  THE  FIELD. 

In  order  to  facilitate  operations,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Farrow,  with  his 
Indian  scouts,  to  go  by  an  intermediate  route,  crossing  the  Snake  at 
Brownlee's  Ferry,  with  instructions  to  form  junction  with  the  other 
troops  as  soon  as  possible.  He  reached  Brownlee's  Ferry  about  the  11th 
of  July. 

The  16th,  from  Council  Yalley,  he  reports  signs  of  Indians  near 
Wood's  Creek,  but  after  scouting  the  country  up  and  down  Snake 
Eiver  he  does  not  find  them. 

Again,  the  27th,  his  scouts  come  upon  Indian  signs,  and  discover  in  the 
distance  a  camp  and  herd  of  animals  which  they  suppose  to  be  Indians. 
This  report  goes  to  Bernard,  then  about  100  miles  from  him. 

The  next  day  Farrow  discovers  that  the  report  of  the  scouts  is  a  mis- 
take^ that  the  camp  belongs  to  a  number  of  white  men,  purporting  to  be 
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miners,  with  bands  of  horses.  He  endeavored  promptly  to  correct  the 
error,  but  could  not  do  so  in  time  to  x)revent  Bernard's  march  of  some 
70  miles  out  of  his  way,  this  march  being  occasioned  by  the  first  report. 
Kow  to  return  to  Bernard.  He  sends  a  dispatch  the  5th  of  August, 
from  a  place  called  Lake  Creek,  situated  just  south  of  the  Payette  Lakes. 
He  says: 

LIEUTENANT  CATLEY'S  DISASTER. 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Catley,  showing  that  the  Indians  attacked  and 
defeated  his  command  on  the  29th  ultimo ;  his  loss,  two  wounded,  aU  his  provisions, 
greater  portion  of  his  baggage,  and  23  pack  mules.  The  force  of  Indians  not  large, 
though  well  posted  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Creek,  a  stream  that  flows  from  the  west, 
emptying  into  the  Middle  Salmon,  30  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Loon  Creek.  I  will 
get  Farrow  and  go  down  South  Salmon  to  a  point  where  I  ordered  Catley  to  meet  me, 
when  we  will  cross  over  to  the  Indian  position. 

With  a  view  of  giving  some  idea  of  the  skirmish  which  Captain  Ber- 
nard denominates  a  defeat,  I  will  insert  a  few  extracts  from  Lieutenant 
Catley's  report  of  August  2 : 

Having  marched  into  the  Big  Creek  country  (Big  Creek  is  a  large  tributary  of  the 
Middle  Fork  of  the  Salmon  River)  I  found  fresh  Indian  signs,  whicli  led  me  down  Big 
Creek  through  a  deep  and  rocky  caQon,  and  the  signs  becoming  fresher  I  was  obliged 
to  follow  their  trail  (which  I  believe  to  be  the  only  way  through  that  country)  or  give 
up  the  pursuit. 

The  result  was  that  on  the  29th  of  July  my  command  struck  an  ambuscade  from 
which,  after  determining  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  anything,  the  Indians  being 
lodged  in  a  point  of  rocks  across  the  creek,  where  they  had  so  fortified  themselves  that 
their  exact  location  could  not  be  discovered,  I  ordered  a  retreat.  The  first  intima- 
tion I  had  of  their  presence  was  a  few  words  spoken  by  one  of  their  number,  which 
was  immediately  followed  by  a  volley;  two  men.  Privates  Doyle,  2d,  and  Holm,  of 
Company  C,  Second  Infantry,  were  seriously  wounded,  but  gotten  out  from  under  fire 
and  carried  about  two  miles  back  up  the  creek  to  a  point  which  I  selected  as  one  that 
could  be  held,  where  I  met  the  pack-train  coming  down  the  creek. 

Here  I  camped ;  and  the  next  morning  putting  the  wounded  men  upon  hand-litters 
I  moved  up  a  ridge  which  I  thought  would  lead  me  into  the  mountains  somewhere 
near  the  route  I  had  traveled  to  Big  Creek. 

In  this  I  was  mistaken.  It  proved  t-o  be  an  impracticable  route,  and  being  incum- 
bered by  the  wounded  men,  I  was  unable  to  take  and  hold  the  points  ahead  of  me, 
although  the  Indians  were  endeavoring  to  reach  them  first;  they  secured  a  high  rocky 
poiut  ahead  of  me,  'and  I  feU  back  to  a  similar  point,  the  wounded  and  the  pack-train 
arriving  there  at  the  same  time ;  there  were  then  Indians  ahead  and  behind.  I  ordered 
the  ])ack-train  unloa<led,  and  the  men  to  take  such  cover  as  they  could  find  in  the 
rocks  aud  behind  the  cargo  and  hold  the  position  if  the  Indians  attempted  to  approach. 

The  Indians  seeing  this  determination,  set  the  base  of  the  mountain  on  fire.  The 
wind  wjis  high,  and  the  terrible  roaring  of  smoke  and  flame  seemetl  to  approach  us 
from  every  direction. 

First  Scrg.  John  H.  Sullivan,  Company  C,  Second  Infantry,  then  took  a  party  of 
men  and  worked  bravely  and  hard  to  get  a  space  burned  off  around  us  large  enough 
to  prevent  the  fire  from  reaching  our  position.  This  eftort,  and  the  fact  that  the 
wind  seemed  to  shift  just  as  we  were  in  the  greatest  danger,  alone  saved  the  com- 
mand. 

That  night,  after  the  moon  had  got  down,  we  moved  down  the  side  of  the  mount- 
ain, which  was  so  precipitous  that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  more  than  a  very  smaU 
portion  of  our  bagg.age  with  us. 

Ofiieers  and  men  threw  away  the  greater  part  of  their  effects,  and  I  ordered  most  of 
the  public  ])roperty  abandoned,  so  that  the  train  might  be  as  lightly  loaded  as  possi- 
ble w.ith  what  was  absolutely  necessary.  Some  of  this  was  lost  in  descending  the 
mountain  by  rolling  and  straying  of  the  mules.  At  daylight  we  were  ascendiug  a 
ridge  running  parallel  to  the  one  we  left,  and  which  was  found  a  fair  route. 

As  I  had  not  a  sufficient  command  to  establish  and  hold  a  camp,  to  take  care  of  my 
wouu(le<l  men,  and  being  crippled  in  every  way  by  the  loss  of  supplies,  animals,  equip- 
age, and  clothing,  I  took  up  my  march  for  Camp  Howard,  to  which  poiut  it  will  be 
necessary  to  returji  and  to  refit  if  the  command  is  to  keep  tno  field. 

I  shall  order  the  purchase  of  sufficient  rations  at  Warren's  to  last  to  Camp  Howard, 
and  continue  my  march  in  that  direction  as  rapidly  as  the  jaded  animals  and  men  can 
travel ;  at  present  both  are  exhausted  from  fatigue.  No  ammunition  fell  into  hands 
of  the  Indians.     I  think  they  got  Private  Doyle's  2d,  rifle. 
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THE  RETREAT  ARRESTED. 

This  rear  movement  of  Lieutenant  Catley  w^  promptly  arrested  by 
an  oflScer  sent  from  Lapwai  by  Colonel  Wheaton,  the  instant  the  report 
of  this  defeat  and  run  was  made  known  to  him.  Very  promptly  also 
Captain  Forse,  First  Cavalry,  with  25  men  of  his  company,  was  dis- 
patched to  re-enforce  and  turn  the  command  toward  and  not  from  this 
small  body  of  Indians. 

The  following  dispatch  will  indicate  my  action  under  the  circum- 
stances of  these  reports : 

Yancouyer  Barracks,  AuguH  24,  1879. 

Captain  McKeever, 

Commanding  Camp  ffotoardj 

By  mail  from  Lewiaton  : 

Department  commander  directs  you  send  the  following  to  Bernard. 

SLADEN,  Aide, 

Captain  Bernard, 

In  the  field : 

Guard  has  been  sent  to  Warren's.  Indians  have  been  encouraged  by  apparent  mis- 
conduct of  Catley.  Possibly  he  may  redeem  himself  under  your  eye ;  but  his  precip- 
itate retreat  before  inferior  numbers  is  astounding.  Sorry  for  Farrow's  unavoidable 
mistake.  Think  he  will  aid  you  materially.  Must  leave  details  to  your  discretion. 
These  Indians  must  be  defeated  or  trouble  will  extend. 

HOWARD, 

Commandin<f, 

raine's  ranch  attacked  and  burned. 

After  the  above  mistakes  and  false  movements,  the  several  detach- 
ments formed  junction  and  pushed  towards  the  Indians,  a  few  of  whom 
had  left  their  stronghold,  and  probably  following  up  Catley  burned 
Kaine's  ranch,  killing  the  owner  and  wounding  one  citizen.  Bernard  re- 
ports from  Loon  Creek,  dated  August  26 : 

Since  my  dispatch  of  the  19th  and  20th,  Lieutenant  Farrow  with  his  scouts  has  cap- 
tured 35  head  of  stock  from  the  hostiles  and  caused  tliem  to  abandon  all  their  bag- 
gage. They  escaped  down  the  Middle  Salmon  CaSon  abandoning  everything.  The 
command  then  turned  south  for  a  few  miles  when  they  struck  the  Middle  Salmon 
iust  above  what  is  calle<l  the  Impassable  Canon.  Here  I  left  Lieutenant  Farrow  with 
his  scouts  to  look  after  the  Indians  while  I,  with  my  company  and  Captain  Forse's  24 

men,  started  to  the  mouth  of  Loon  Creek,  20  miles  distant,  to  meet  the  supply  train. 

•  «  «  «  «  «  * 

I  then  ordered  Captain  Forse  to  return  to  Farrow^s  Camp  when  he  would  assume  com- 
mand of  Catley's  an«l  Farrow^s  command  and  follow  the  Indians'  trail  if  possible  as  long 
as  his  rations  would  allow  him  to  do  so.  *  *  *  Captain  Forse's  command  consists 
of  103  persons,  packers  and  all,  and  has  now  about  eighteen  days' jirovisions,  that  is,  if 
the  train  from  Camp  Howard  reaches  them.  *  *  *  xhe  hostiles  do  not  exceed  30 
warriors,  and  in  my  opinion  are  short  of  that  number.  They  are  now  destitute  of 
everything,  and  are  believed  by  the  scouts  to  be  going  towards  Lemhi.  The  country 
they  were  in  when  we  left  the  trail  was  so  rough  that  animals  could  not  be  got  through 
at  aU.  All  our  stock  except  Captain  Forse's  horses  and  Farrow's  capturSi  stock  are 
exhausted.  Many  horses  and  mules  have  given  out  and  been  shot,  and  unless  we  have 
rest  and  forage,  all  wiU  soon  give  out. 

EXHAUSTED  CONDITION  OF  CAPTAIN  BERNAED'S  STOCK. 

« 

Five  days  later  Bernard  says : 

The  condition  of  my  stock  is  such  that  few  would  be  left  at  the  close  of  the  22  days. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  it  will  be  both  economy  and  for  the  interest  of  the  service  for 
this  command  to  go  to  Bois6  and  refit  for  the  purpose  of  remaining  in  the  Indian 
country  as  long  as  the  Indians  do.  *  *  *  A  small  force  of  troops  should  romaiu 
near  Warren's  until  a  properly  organized  force  can  be  sent  against  the  Indians.  *  * 
The  stock  of  my  command  is  much  weaker  than  I  thought  they  were  when  I  last 
reported.     Will  remain  in  this  vicinity  until  I  get  an  answer. 
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I  had  already  signified  to  Captain  Bernard  that  he  could  best  judge 
of  the  situation  from  the  field;  and  also  to  distribute  his  command  to 
their  proper  posts  when  the  object  of  the  expedition  had  been  accom- 
plished. 

CAPTAIN  BERNARD'S  COMMAND  AUTHORIZED  TO  RETURN. 

Fearing,  after  his  last  dispatch,  from  the  almost  impassable  nature  of 
the  country  and  on  account  of  the  weak  condition  of  the  animals,  that 
I  might  endanger  great  loss,  and  cause  useless  expenditure  by  an  at- 
tempt to  follow  the  few  scattered  Indians  further,  I  sent  the  following 
telegram: 

Vancouver  Barracks,  September  2,  1879. 
Captain  Bernard, 

Care  Commanding  Officer,  Boisd  Barracks : 

Dispatch  of  August  31,  received.    If,  in  your  judgment,  you  have  accomplished  aU  • 
you  can,  you  will  return  with  your  company  to  Bois^.    Instruct  Farrow  to  proceed  to 
Lapwai  and  report.    Send  Forso,  Catley,  and  McKeever  to  Camp  Howard,  Forse 
leaving  a  small  guard  of  mounted  men  at  Warren's.    Pitcher  can  forward  his  field 
notes  as  soon  as  possible. 

HOWARD, 
Commanding  Department, 

BESULTS. 

The  exx)edition  has  not  accomplished  what  was  expected  by  myself,  or 
demanded  by  your  instructions ;  still,  it  has  revealed  a  country  hitherto 
quite  unknown,  and  opened  the  way  for  more  intelligent  action  in  the 
future. 

Lieutenant  Catley  appears  to  be  much  to  blame  for  his  timid  action 
and  hasty  retreat  for  more  than  100  miles.  He  will  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  full  explanation. 

MALHEUB  INDIAN  RESERVATION. 

After  the  section  of  country  roamed  over  by  the  Piutes  and  Bannocks 
became  so  completely  clear  of  Indians,  I  believe  that  Fort  Harney  could 
be  abolished ;  but  it  is  constantly  reported  that  the  Piutes  are  to  be  sent 
back  to  the  Malheur  Eeservation ;  but  from  constant  inquiries  I  learn 
that  no  Indians  are  at  the  agency,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Interior  De- 
partment intends  to  send  back  those  who  were  transferred  to  the  Yakama 
at  a  large  cost,  and  who  are  doing  remarkably  well  where  they  are.  At 
any  rate,  in  the  interest  of  military  operations,  I  strongly  recommend 
that  it  be  not  done,  for  I  believe  that  the  ground  will  have  to  be  fought 
over  again  if  any  considerable  number  of  Indians  are  placed  at  Malheur, 
with  the  post  over  50  miles  distant. 

But  if  it  should  be  done,  it  will  be  in  the  line  of  economy  and  peace 
to  change  Fort  Harney  to  the  vicinage  of  the  agency. 

It  seems  hardly  possible,  however,  that  the  Secretary'  of  the  Interior 
will  ever  make  a  removal. 

FUJtTHER  NEWS  FROM  BERNARD. 

After  the  foregoing  was  wntten  a  missing  dispatch  firom  Captain  Ber- 
nard has  just  come  to  hand,  via  Fort  Lapwai.  From  it  I  make  several 
extracts,  which  show  more  effective  work  than  previous  reports  gave  me 
reason  to  anticipate. 
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Camp  on  Big  Creek, 
Ninety  miles  east  of  Warren^s,  IdahOj  August  19^  1879. 

»  •  •  »  •  «  « 

While  the  sconts  were  marching  along  the  trail,  the  Indians  fired  npon  them  from 
the  top  of  a  rooky  ridge.  The  scouts  retomed  the  fire,  charged  across  the  ridge, 
drove  them  from  their  position,  and  pursued  them  down  the  caiion  to  their  camp, 
which  they  found  deserted.  They  left  much  of  their  provisions,  clothing,  cooking 
utensils,  skins,  &o.  TJiey  passed  over  a  high,  rocky  mountain,  going  southeast,  and 
have  set  fire  to  the  country  in  our  front  and  rear. 

Farrow  and  his  scouts  are  now  on  their  trail.  They  have  done  splendid  service. 
Lieutenant  Brown  was  on  foot  during  the  entire  skirmish,  and  was  the  first  man  in 
the  Indian  camp.  The  country  is  very  rough,  probably  the  roughest  in  the  United 
States. 

The  Indians  have  but  little  stock.  Much  of  the  property  taken  from  Lieutenant 
Catley's  command  was  found  in  the  Indian  camp.  Lieutenants  Farrow  and  Brown 
deserve  the  greatest  credit  for  bravery  and  energy  displayed  since  under  my  command. 
Their  scouts  also  did  splendidly.  The  entire  command  was  kept  close  .to  the  scouts 
during  the  chase.     *    »    * 

Captain  Forse^s  24  men  and  Farrow's  scouts  will  follow  the  Indians'  trail  as  long  as 
it  continues  toward  Loon  Creek,  when  we  will  go  to  the  mouth  of  that  stream  and 

get  supplies ;  then  all  again  take  up  the  trail  wherevei^  it  may  go.    ♦    *    *    Farrow 
as  just  sent  a  report  that  the  Indians  are  in  full  retreat,  abandoning  property  all 
along  the  trail.     •    •    * 

Atujfust  20,  1879. — Just  after  the  command  had  moved  out  of  camp  this  morning,  and 
just  as  the  pack-train  was  moving  out,  the  Indians  fired  on  the  rear  ^ard  and  pack- 
train  frt)m  the  rocks  close  by.  »  »  *  The  Indians  were  soon  dislodged  and  driven 
away  after  the  command  returned.  These  Indians  did  not  exceed  ten  or  hfteen.    »    **    * 

ECONOMY. 

Taking  the  whole  amount  appropriated  during  the  year  to  this  depart- 
ment, the  sum  appears  adequate  to  meet  all  our  official  needs ;  but  one 
difficulty  is  in  limitation  upon  the  amount  allotted  to  barracks  and 
quarters  and  to  incidental  expenses  of  the  quartermaster's  department. 
While  appropriations  have  been  made  to  build  quarters  in  several  geo- 
graphical departments,  adequate  to  the  requirements,  our  posts  have 
had  only  a  small  allotment  to  start  with. 

For  example.  Fort  Coeur  d'Al^ne  had  a  primary  allotment  of  $20,000; 
out  of  this  had  to  come  the  steam  saw-mill,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $5,000, 
80  that  a  four-company  post  has  been  constructed  for  about  $15,000. 

It  would  seem  almost  incredible  that  so  much  building  could  be  done 
with  so  little  funds.  The  barracks,  storehouses,  quarters,  guard-house, 
offices,  the  water-works,  with  other  buildings,  have  been  very  well  con- 
structed, i.  e.j  well  considering  .the  means.  It  has  been  done  by  the 
diligence  and  industry  of  the  officers  and  men.  Still  the  conveniences 
of  other  posts  and  the  completeness  of  structures  that  permanent  gov- 
ernment works  should  demand  are  not  best  subserved  in  this  way. 

As  to  the  other  fund  so  much  limited,  viz,  "incidental  expenses,"  I  find 
a  great  need  in  a  department  with  so  extended  and  exposed  a  frontier; 
the  need  is  to  furnish  what  we  denominate  "  scouts,"  "  guides,"  and 
»^  messengers."  Every  department  commander  finds  intelligent  men  of 
marked  individuality,  thoroughly  true,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
thjB  country  very  essential  in  the  way  of  preliminary  information,  the 
prevention  of  hostilities,  and  indispensable  the  moment  an  outbreak 
even  of  small  dimensions  takes  place. 

This  explanation  will  account  for  an  apparent  extravagance  in  this 
during  the  late  campaigns  and  expeditions  in  this  department ;  but  being 
notified  by  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  retrench- 
ment, the  following  order,  which  explains  itself,  was  issued : 

11  w 
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[Glexieral  Otden,  No.  19.] 

Headquarters  Departbient  of  the  Columbia, 

Vanoourer  Barracks,  Wash,,  August  87,  1879. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  funds  from  the  appropriation  from  which  they  are  paid,  no 
8cout«,  guides,  messengers,  or  interpreters  will  hereafter  be  employed  by  omoers  of 
this  command  without  first  obtaining  authority  therefor  from  the  department  com- 
mander, except  in  cases  of  the  most  urgent  and  apparent  necessity,  whoi  the  facts 
wiU  be  at  once  reported  and  confirmation  of  action  taken  asked  for. 

Soldiers  should  be  selected  for  such  duty  when  practicable,  and  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency trustworthy  and  reliable  packers  or  herders  may  be  used  temporarily  for  the 
purpose. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Howard : 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Aiffutamt-GeneraL 
» 

In  view  of  these  remarks  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  in  the  in- 
terest of  efficiency  and  real  economy  to  permit  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  to  transfer,  at  least,  from  "Army  Transportation,''  where  an  excess 
may  and  often  does  occur,  to  "Barracks  and  Quarters"  and  "Incidental 
Expenses,"  or  to  such  other  smaller  items  as  prove  too  limited  for  the 
estimates  and  needs.  This  will  prevent  a  constant  return  of  some  ap- 
propriations to  the  Treasury  while  there  is  a  deficiency  in  others.  It 
will  also  lessen  the  apparent  appropriation  for  the  Army  and  still  better 
meet  its  requirements. 

The  chief  commissary  of  the  department  calls  my  attention  to  the  law 
which  adds  10  per  cent,  to  the  cost  of  subsistence  stores  purchased  by 
officers,  in  order  to  cover  the  transportation.  When  these  stores  are 
purchased  near  a  military  post,  where  the  cost  of  transportation  is  next 
to  nothing,  still  the  officer  is  charged  the  10  per  cent.  Adding  tins  to 
the  increased  cost  of  the  stores  in  remote  sections,  the  officer  has  to  pay 
often  20  per  cent,  more  than  others  who  are  stationed  at  the  centers  of 
supply.    Of  course  this  inequality  can  only  be  remedied  by  legislation. 

The  want  of  equity  in  the  charge  for  fuel  to  officers  of  the  Army 
is  very  apparent  when  we  notice  the  difference  in  the  amount  of  fuel  re- 
quired at  different  stations.  In  the  northern  latitudes  of  course  it  costs 
the  officers  much  more  than  in  southern.  This  can  be  remedied  by  re- 
turning to  the  fuel  allowance,  which  I  recommend. 

I  wish  specially  to  commend  the  officers  of  the  department  and  x)er- 
sonal  staff*  for  their  unifonn  diligence,  and  for  the  thoroughness  of  their 
work  during  the  past  year. 

The  soldiers  are  made  workmen  by  giving  them  quarters  to  build, 
roads  to  construct,  and  other  labors  from  which  I  wish  they  could  be 
relieved,  with  a  view  of  fitting  them  better  for  their  legitimate  duties. 
Still  the  target-i)ractice  shows  well,  and  the  reports  of  drill  indicate  dili- 
gence and  effort  to  employ  every  spare  moment  obtained  from  hard  labor 
in  disciplining  the  command  for  service. 

The  attention  of  the  division  commander  is  invited  to  the  accompany- 
ing reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  departments,  viz :  Acting 
assistant  inspector-general,  chief  quartermaster,  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence,  medical  director,  chief  paymaster,  chief  ordnance  officer, 
acting  judge-advocate. 

I  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  my  acting 
assistant  inspector-general  upon  the  subject  of  reimbursing  officers  for 
official  journeys.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  every  officer  ordered  on 
journeys  in  this  department  is  at  a  personal  expense  of  from  $2  to  $4  per 
day  beyond  what  the  government  pays  him  for  the  journey.  While 
mileage  does  ])a.v  over  railroad  and  steamboat  lines,  most  of  the  routes 
traveled  by  officers  in  this  department  are  over  stage-lines,  where  the 
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cost  of  travel  is  so  great  as  to  oblige  officers  to  take  transportation  re- 
quests. 

I  earnestly  recommend  that  the  present  laws  be  so  amended  as  to 
permit  officers  their  actual  expenses  when  traveling  under  orders,  or 
mileage  at  their  option.  This  amendment  to  the  law  is  a  simple  matter 
of  justice  to  officers  of  the  Army,  and  would  only  place  them  on  the  sauie 
footing  as  employes  of  other  branches  of  the  government.  Even  the 
civilian  employes  in  the  Army  are  given  a  per-diem  allowance  when 
traveling  in  addition  to  their  actual  transportation. 

Hoping  that  this  management  of  the  department  has  met  the  approval 
of  the  division  commander,  and  recognizing  gratefully  the  continued  and 
cordial  support  he  has  rendered  him. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 
Brigadier- Oeneraly  Commaiiding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General     • 

Military  Division  of  the  Pacifio, 

Presidio  of  San  Francisco, 


[Telegram.] 

Vancouver  Barracks,  Wash., 

Octoher  9, 1879. 
To  Assistant  Adjutant-General 

Division  op  the  Pacific, 

PresidiOy  California: 

My  annual  report  indicated  a  failure  in  the  main  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion against  the  Sheepeaters  and  renegades  located  between  Little  Sal- 
mon and  Snake  Kivers.  Now  it  is  reversed,  and  the  expedition  has 
handsomely  been  completed  by  Lieutenant  Farrow  and  his  scouts,  having 
defeated  the  Indians  in  two  skirmishes,  capturing  their  camps  with  stores 
and  stock.  He  has  finally  forced  the  entire  band  to  surrender,  and  will 
deliver  them  as  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post.  Lieutenants  Farrow, 
Twenty-first  Infantry,  and  W.  C.  Brown,  First  Cavalry,  with  the  seven 
enlisted  men,  citizen  employes,  and  Indian  scouts  deserve  special  men- 
tion for  gallantry,  energy,  and  perseverance,  resulting  in  success.  There 
is  not  a  rougher  or  more  difficult  country  for  campaigning  in  America. 
Please  add  this  to  my  report. 

HOWAED, 
Commanding  Department 
A  true  copy : 

J.  C.  Kelton, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


15.— EEPOET  OF  COL.  O.  B.  WILLGOX. 

Headquabtebs  Depabtment  of  Abizona, 

Whipple  BarrackSy  Prescottj  September  4t,  1879. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  past 
year. 

The  condition  of  the  military  service  has  improved  in  nearly  all  re- 
spects iduring  the  year.  The  bids  for  supplies  at  the  different  posts  are 
generally  lower  than  they  were  last  year. 
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Tlie  inflnx  of  miners  anU  stock  raisers,  with  the  temptations  presented 
for  plunder,  has  increased  tlie  number  of  thieves,  white  and  red,  but 
considering  the  very  wide  extent  of  Arizona  Territory,  and  its  bordering 
on  Mexico,  a  fair  progress  has  been  made  in  the  peaceM  settlement  of 
the  eountiy  under  military  protection. 

The  number  of  authenticated  deaths  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians  for 
the  year  does  not  exceed  five,  only  one  of  which  can  be  accredited  to 
Arizona  Indians. 

Considerable  alarm  and  insecurity  was  felt  when  the  Eighth  Infantry 
was  leaving  the  djBpartment  and  before  the  Twelfth  Infantry  took  its 
place,  particularly  aa  the  Indians  at  San  Carlos  were  complaining  for 
food.  Another  outbreak  seemed  imminent  in  the  month  of  ApriL  The 
Agent  at  San  Carlos  reported  that  the  greatest  precautions  were  neces- 
sary. On  both  occasions,  the  troops  were  posted  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  the  Apaches,  however  excited,  were  restrained  firom  hostility. 

In  the  month  of  May,  a  band  of  Mescalero  Apache  warriors,  whose 
wives  and  children  had  been  moved  from  their  reservation  in  New 
Mexico  to  the  San  Carlos  Beservation,  made  a  descent  upon  the  latter 
place,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  families,  b\jt  fortunately 
sufficient  notice  of  their  coming  was  given  by  their  attack  on  two  herders 
near  Clifton,  and  running  off  some  mules,  to  put  both  my  troops  and  the 
police  at  the  reservation  on  guard,  so  that  the  movement  was  repulsed 
and  completely  frustrated.  The  Indians  were  chased  by  Lieutenant 
Howard,  Twelfth  Infantry'',  with  his  company  of  scouts,  across  the  San 
Francisco  Mountains  into  New  Mexico,  where  the  trail  was  taken  up  by 
the  troops  of  that  district,  and  the  Indians  severely  punished. 

In  June  some  atrocities  were  committed  in  the  Tonto  Basin,  which 
was  followed  by  an  attack  on  two  prospectors  on  the  MogoUon  Mount- 
ains^ near  Baker's  Springs;  but  the  savages  were  ferreted  out  and  amply 
punished.  They  were  found  to  be  a  remnant  of  Tonto  Apaches  who  had 
never  come  in.  Supposing  that  after  tlie  Baker  Springs  affair  our  scout- 
ing parties  would  niov^e  to  that  quarter  they  returned  to  Tonto  Basin, 
only  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Von  Scbrader,  Twelfth  Infan- 
try, whose  Indian  company  wiped  out  the  whole  party,  except  a  squaw, 
whose  life  they  spared,  and  whom  they  brought  in  unharmed. 

The  latest  killing  of  whites  occurred  in  the  month  of  August  of  this 
yeai-  by  a  company  of  bandits,  made  up  of  American  fugitives,  Mexicans, 
and  some  Indians,  who  ran  up  from  the  Sonora  luie,  carried  off  stock, 
and  lulled  two  estimable  citizens  of  Arizona,  named  Shillenback,  near 
old  Fort  Wallen.  These  thieves  and  murderers  were  vigorously  pur- 
sued by  Lieutenant  Bailey,  Sixth  Cavalry,  who  started  out  fi-omCamp 
Huacliiica,  as  soon  as  the  intelligence  was  received,  and  scattered  the 
party  across  the  neighboring  frontier.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  despe- 
radoes of  this  class  will  increase,  more  or  less,  until  the  Southern  Pacific 
Kailroad  and  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  ¥6  Railroad  shall  be  com- 
pleted, as  outlaws  seem  to  hover  like  vultures  over  the  advance  of  our 
transcontinental  railroad  for  gambling  and  lonning  transient  associations 
for  pluiideriug  lK>nest  settlers. 

These  people  should  be  treated  as  public  enemies;  but  as  in  the  case 
of  stage  and  mail  robbers,  than  whom  there  can  scarcely  be  found  a  class 
more  inimical  to  the  development  of  a  rich  mineral  countiy,  the  posse 
comiMn^i  clause  of  the  law  of  June,  1878,  throws  the  wgis  of  its  protec- 
tion around  them.  During  the  year  several  applications  have  been  made 
to  these  headciuaiters,  and  the  authority  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  obtained  tor  military  x)rotection  to  the  United  States  mails, 
and  everything  has  been  done  by  the  troops  that  was  practicable  under 
the  law  Above  referred  to. 
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I  have  called  repeated  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  Hualpais,  onr 
friendly  and  faithful  red  children,  living  in  the  Mineral  Park,  Gerbat, 
and  Hackberry  Eanges,  through  whose  instrumentality,  as  scouts,  Gen- 
Crook  was  enabled  to  subdue  the  Apaches.  It  is  a  bitter  reflection  upon 
our  justice  that  these  Indians  should  be  allowed  to  suffer  for  food,  and 
I  would  respectfully,  but  urgently,  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of, 
say,  $2,000  a  year  be  asked  for  the  purchase  of  beef  and  other  necessaries 
lor  the  relief  of  destitute  Indians  hy  the  department  commander  through 
his  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 

(Since  the  foregoing  was  written,  authority  has  been  received  from 
the  War  Department  to  issue  rations  for  sixty  days  to  these  Indians.) 

And  here  comes  up  a  question  as  to  the  first  steps  necessary  in  civil- 
izing the  Indians.  The  Indians  on  reservations  are  under  the  exclu- 
sive control  of  the  Indian  Department ;  those  off  the  reservations  come 
under  military,  and  in  organized  counties  under  the  local  civil  govern- 
ments. Kow,  as  the  railroads  advance  through  this  department,  the 
whites  and  Indians  will  be  brought  more  and  more  in  contact,  and  the 
machinery  of  the  civil  law  does  not  seem  applicable  to  the  organization 
of  the  mixed  society  which  ensues ;  something  therefore  needs  to  be  done. 
As  the  French  railroads  push  down  into  Algeria  the  wandering  natives 
of  the  desert  settle  around  the  wells  and  plant  date  trees.  Here  they 
come  to  squat  and  drink  whisky.  If  the  moral  and  intellectual  forces 
at  work  in  the  Indian  Department  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  ques- 
tion of  preparing  for  these  transformations  going  ou  all  over  the  western 
territory,  it  might  save  wars  and  wasteful  and  inhuman  sacrifices  and 
convert  our  heathen  children  into  civilized  societies. 

In  no  part  of  the  United  States  is  there  such  a  field  for  it  as  in  Ari- 
zona, among  the  Pimas,  Maricopas,  and  Papagoes.  These  are  Pueblo 
or  habitation  Indians,  grain  raisers  and  pottery  manufacturers.  But  if 
something  is  not  done  to  guide  their  industries,  to  give  their  children 
schooling,  to  teach  them  the  first  principles  of  town  and  county  govern-^ 
ment,  it  will  be  found  that  contact  with  American  institutions  will  soon* 
make  them  seven-fold  nearer  the  children  of  hell  tJian  if  they  had  never 
seen  "a  white  man  and  a  brother.'' 

The  Papagoes,  though  not  so  immediately  on  and  along  the  railroad 
lines,  are  found  drifting  thitherward  in  large  numbers.  These  Indians 
under  Mexican  auspices  have  made  greater  strides  toward  Christianity 
than  any  other  tribe  I  know  of.  They  were  essentially,  or  at  least  those 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tucson,  Catholic  Indians.  But  for  the  want  of  a  Cath- 
olic agent,  funds  and  teachers,  their  schools  at  San  Xavier  have  been 
closed,  and  they  are  relapsing  fast  into  ignorance. 

I  would  request  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  not  only  as  a  question  of  civilizing  the  Papagoes,  but  as  an 
auxiliary  of  preserving  peace  with,  and  maintaining  our  influence  over, 
this  tribe. 

The  agency  at  San  Carlos  is  now  temporarily  in  charge  of  Capt.  A.  B. 
Chaffee,  Sixth  Cavalry,  not  under  military  management  or  control,  but 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  is  con- 
ducted by  the  rules  of  and  responsible  directly  to  that  office.  As  a  tem- 
porary necessity  this  change  seemed  to  be  needed,  but  I  hope  that  the 
exigency  will  not  continue  long.  I  doubt,  however,  whether  so  impor- 
tant a  post,  with  such  a  large  patronage,  can  be  filled  satisfactorily  on 
so  small  a  salary  as  that  paid  the  civil  agent — scarcely  equal  to  a  fifith- 
rate  clerkship  in  any  large  establishment.  His  salary  should  be  suf- 
ficient to  place  him  above  temptation,  and  to  secure  high,  ordec*  <tf 
ability. 
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The  Salt  Biver  land  question  has  been  settled  by  the  reservatian  order 
ori^naUy  recommended  by  Captain  Chaffee  and  myself. 

The  survey  of  this  new  reservation  for  the  Pimas  and  Maricopas  should 
be  made  at  once,  as  Indians  are  ah'eady  inquiring  for  the  limits  within 
which  to  lay  out  their  ditches  for  the  next  year's  cultivation.  It  would 
be  well  to  get  these  red  men  away  from  the  railroads  speedily  to  their 
new  lands  at  the  confluence  of  the  Verde  and  the  Salt  Bivers. 

The  peace. of  this  department  is  due  to  i>erpetual  scouting  operations. 
These  are  bloodless  and  silent  victories,  which  assure  the  prospector, 
miner,  and  ranchman  unseen  protection,  and  prevent  the  Arizona  rene- 
gade, or  the  predatory  hostile  firom  Mexico,  fin)m  reaching  the  industri- 
ous citizen.  But  with  such  a  small  force,  and  such  an  immense  stretch 
of  territory,  crossed  by  mountains  and  hiding-places  in  every  direction, 
some  skulking  thieves,  like  <k)yotes,  will  break  in.  But  I  question 
whether  the  death-rate,  or  even  the  stealing,  equals  that  of  any  dvilieed 
country. 

The  field  operations  in  Southeastern  Arizona  have  been  ably  conducted 
by  Maj.  C.  £.  Oompton,  Sixth  Cavalry,  who  has  lately  been  promoted 
and  gone  to  another  department.  My  thanks  are  greatly  due  to  this 
officer  for  his  quickness  and  vigilance,  also  for  his  great  discretion  and 
local  knowledge  in  covering  the  right  places  with  troops  at  the  right 
time,  without  uselessly  harassing  those  at  rest  in  camp. 

A  brief  containing  scouting  operations  firom  the  different  posts  is 
herewith  submitted.  It  is  believed  that  our  scouting  operations  for  the 
present  year  will  be  carried  on  principally  in  Kew  Mexico  against  the 
renegade  Apaches  of  that  district,  and  on  the  Sonora  line  against  com* 
binations  of  Indians  with  border  ruffians.  The  renegade  Chiricahuas, 
who  have  given  us  so  much  trouble,  and  concerning  whose  existence 
there  has  been  so  much  dispute  heretofore,  are  authentically  located 
now  near  Casa  Grande,  in  Chihuahua,  from  which  place  they  raid  out. 
^Measures  are  now  being  taken  for  the  peaceful  return  of  the  remnants  of 
this  tribe. 

The  friendly  co-operation  and  good  feeling  which  have  been  exhibited 
by  the  Interior  Department  towards  the  military  has  been  not  only  duly 
appreciated,  but  productive  of  good  results. 

I  submit  herewith  for  the  information  of  the  division  commander  and 
heads  of  the  respective  division  staff  departments  the  reports  of  the 
assistant  adjutant-general,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  chief 
quartermaster,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  medical  director,  chief 
paymaster,  and  acting  engineer  officer,  all  of  whom  have  managed  their 
business  tnis  year  admirably. 

Tlie  attention  of  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  is  urgently  invited 
to  the  report  of  the  assistant  adjutant-general  in  respect  to  the  em- 
barrassment arising  in  his  office  from  the  diminution  in  the  pay  of  gen- 
elral-serviee  clerks.  The  amount  of  work  done  in  this  department  of  the 
staff  is  very  great,  and  skill,  quickness,  and  reliability  are  of  the  utmost 
importance  at  the  headquarters  of  a  department  that  may  be  considered 
as  always  in  the  field.  It  is  certainly  unfair  that  these  clerks  should  re- 
ceive less  pay  than  their  associates  in  the  other  staff  departments.  But 
irrespective  of  the  injustice  of  the  case,  it  has  now  reached  the  point 
that  (]ualified  clerks  are  not  to  be  had  for  the  money  allowed.  I  trust 
that  these  important  auxiliaries  to  speedy  and  correct  work  at  the  very 
fountain-head  of  this  department  may  soon  be  placed  on  the  best  footing. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  subject  of  "  approval  of  con- 
tracts,'' in  the  report  of  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence.  He  says 
that  the  time  elapsing  between  the  date  of  receipt  of  proposals  and  titie 
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time  fixed  for  the  delivery  of  supplies  is  too  short  to  permit  of  the  coui- 
pletion  of  the  contracts  and  of  their  transmission  for  the  official  action  of 
the  division  commander.  The  causes  and  embarrassing  results  of  this 
trouble  are  set  forth  in  his  report,  and  the  proper  remedy  suggested. 

The  quartermaster's  department,  on  whidi  so  much  depends,  has 
never  been,  I  believe,  in  so  good  a  condition. 

Much  praise  is  due  to  the  post  commanders  themselves  for  the  judi- 
cious and  economical  improvement  of  their  posts  and  the  care  of  their 
men  and  of  the  public  property.  And  great  interest  also  hafi  been  mani- 
fested at  some  of  the  posts  in  the  improvement  of  officers  and  men  in 
their  shooting.  Modem  warfare  has  developed  the  skirmish  line  and 
precise  firing  into  something  like  a  science,  depending  for  its  success 
upon  individual  shots.    But  the  system  of  instruction  is  not  yet  perfected. 

An  enlisted  man  of  this  department,  Sergt.  Z«  T.  Woodall,  Company 
I,  Sixth  Cavalry,  heads  the  division  team  for  Creedmoor  this  present 
year,  and  Corpl.  W.  Brill,  Company  G,  Twelfth  Infantry,  is  a  member 
of  the  team.  Forts  Yerde  and  McDowell  have  shown  a  leading  spirit 
in  target  practice,  and  it  is  believed  that  all  the  other  posts  will  do  their 
full  part  in  the  fature ;  but  the  troops  farther  out  have  been  more  taken 
up  with  scouting  and  hibor.  The  present  department  prize,  contributed 
by  tlie  division  commander,  was  duly  appreciated  by  the  troops  in  this 
part  of  his  command,  and  was  won  by  Lieut.  H.  P.  Ejugsbivy^  Sixth 
Cavalry,  stationed  at  Fort  Verde. 

Much  assistance  has  been  received  from  division  headquarters  by 
int^ligent*direction  and  stimulating  marks  of  distinction,  and  the  men 
of  this  command,  under  more  or  less  encouragement  &9m  their  officers, 
have  responded  nobly. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Colonel  Twelfth  Infantry j  Brevet  Major- General  (aaaigned)^ 

Commanding  Department 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-Genebal, 

Military  Division  of  the  Pacific^  Presidio  of  San  Francisco^  Cal. 
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16.— EEPOET  OF  MAJ.  JAMES  BmDLB. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Arizona, 
Ofpioe  op  the  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General, 

Whipple  Barracks^  Preacotty  Ariz.y  August  10, 1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  department  of  the  staff  since  July  1^  1878. 

The  posts  of  McDowell,  Lowell,  Huachuca,  John  A.  Bucker,  Bowie, 
Grant,  Thomas,  Yuma,  and  Mojave  have  been  thoroughly  inspected,  and 
the  proper  reports  have  been  forwarded. 

The  posts  of  Whipple  Barracks  and  Fort  Apache  will  be  inspected  by 
me  this  fall. 

MONEY  accounts. 

The  accounts  of  the  disbursing-ofdcers  at  these  headquarters  have 
been  regularly  inspected  by  me,  when  not  absent,  and,  when  absent,  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  my  return,  so  as  to  comply  with  the  order  reg- 
ulating ttie  tri-monthly*  inspection  of  disbursing-officers'  accounts. 

The  accounts  of  the  disbursing-ofScers  at  the  different  posts  and  sta- 
tions have  also  been  inspected  by  myself  or  by  the  post  commanders,  so 
as  to  comply  with  the  tri-monthly*  order. 

The  moueys  disbursed  in  this  department  have,  in  my  opinion,  been 
judiciously  and  honestly  expended. 

discipline  and  drill  op  troops. 

The  discipline  is  good ;  there  has  been  great  attention  given  to  driUs 
and  target  practice,  and  there  is  a  vast  improvement  perceptible  in 
both. 

OFPICERS. 

The  officers  of  this  department  as  a  general  thing  are  upright  and 
energetic  in  tlieir  duties. 

SUBSISTENCE. 

I  think  there  is  an  evident  falling  off  in  the  quality  of  the  stores  ftir- 
nished  this  department ;  those  purchased  in  San  I^ncisco,  while  not 
of  a  character  to  positively  condemn,  are  not  of  the  quality  that  was 
furnished  two  years  ago  and  pre\'iou8  to  that  date,  and  show  the  want 
of  a  judicious  judgment  or  experience  in  purchasing  these  articles.  The 
coffee  and  tea  are  especially  complained  of. 

The  chief  commissary  is  energetic  in  his  line  of  duty,  and  has  tried  in 
every  way  to  improve  the  prompt  delivery  of  suppUes  to  the  various 
posts  in  this  department. 

quartermaster's  department. 

There  has  been  a  vast  and  marked  improvement  since  Major  Weeks 
assumed  the  duties  of  chief  quartermaster ;  the  credit  of  the  government 
with  the  people  stands  much  higher;  the  quarters  of  the  garrisons  have 
been  much  improved. 

*  Evexy  three  months. 
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MEANS  OP  TEANSPOETATION. 

The  old  and  worn-out  mules  that  were  abundant  in  this  department 
have  been  or  are  being  replaced  by  serviceable  young  ones ;  the  wagons 
have  been  repaired  or  new  ones  made ;  the  posts  generally  have  been 
supplied  with  good  and  serviceable  animals,  and  an  officer  can  now 
travel  in  this  department  without  fear  of  being  turned  aw3,y  after  a 
weary  day's  march  by  the  station  keeper  stating  his  bills  had  not  been 
paid  and  he  desired  no  government  patronage,  but  the  most  marked 
improvement  of  all  is  in  the  neatness  and  discipline  of  the  shops  and 
storehouses  at  Whipple  Depot;  fat  and  sleek  animals  now  report  to  the 
officer  where  thin  and  lanky  teams  used  to  be  the  order  of  the  day.  I 
think  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  Major  Weeks  for  his  care  and 
supervision  of  the  department  under  his  charge. 

AEMS  AND  AMMUNITION. 

The  arms  and  ammunition  are  of  excellent  quality. 

TELEOBAPH  LINES, 

as  a  general  thing,  are  not  in  good  order. 

INDIANS. 

I  have  traveled  through  most  all  of  the  department  without  an  escort, 
and  have  not  been  molested ;  the  only  outrages  I  know  of  were  promptly 
punished,  and  a  strict  surveillance  of  their  outgoings  and  incomings 
is  observed  by  scouting  parties. 

BARRACKS  AND  QUARTERS. 

Improvements  still  continue  appertaining  to  the  comforts  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Good  care  and  supervision  is  given  to  this  department  by  the  ipedical 
director ;  the  officers  in  charge  of  hospitals  are  attentive,  and  great  im- 
provements have  taken  place  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  various  gar- 
risons. A  liberal  supply  of  money  has  been  granted  for  this  depart- 
ment, which,  in  my  opinion,  is  being  judiciously  expended. 

PAY  DEPABTMENT. 

The  troops  of  this  department  have,  as  a  general  thing,  been  paid 
promptly  as  the  law  requires;  the  only  delays  have  been  in  officers 
being  required  to  renew  their  bonds,  or  changes  of  stations  being  made. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BIDDLE, 
Major  Sixth  Cavalry y  Acting  Assistant  Inspector- General. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Arizona, 
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17.— EEPOET  OF  MAJ.  GEK  J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

Headquarters  Department  of  West  Point, 

United  States  Military  Academy, 

West  Pointy  y.  T.,  October  18, 1879. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Military  Academy,  and  the  progress  made  in  educational 
and  material  improvements  during  the  past  year. 

STATE  OF  INSTRUCTION  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

The  instruction  in  the  several  departments  of  the  Academy  during 
the  past  year  has  been  fully  up  to  the  previous  high  standard  of  the 
institution,  and  the  progress  of  the  several  classes  has  been  satisfactory. 
The  general  state  of  discipline  in  the  corps  of  cadets  has  also  been  sdl 
that  could  be  desired,  with  the  single  exception  that  the  chronic  vice  oi 
hazing  has  not  been  whollj^  suppressed.  This  ofi'ensive  practice^  which 
has  so  long  been  a  cause  of  reproach  to  institutions  of  learning,  is  grad- 
ually yielding  before  the  more  enlightened  and  refined  sentiments  which 
govern  the  relations  between  young  gentlemen  of  the  present  day.  It 
is  believed  that  this  cause  of  reproach  will  so«n  disappear  forever  &om 
the  Military  Academy. 

COURSE  OF  INSTRUCTION  AT  THE  ACADEiyfY. 

The  change  introduced  two  years  ago  by  the  restoration  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  English  language  in  the  first  year's  course,  has  proved  ben- 
eficial. It  will  secure  a  higher  standard  of  general  education  among 
the  graduates.  This  change  and  the  others  which  have  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Academic  Board,  to  take  effect  in  due  course  of  time, 
will,  it  is  believed,  give  the  most  profitable  employment  of  the  four 
years  allotted  to  the  education  of  young  ofiicers  of  the  Army,  based 
upon  the  preliminary  education  now  prescribed  as  the  necessary  quali- 
fication for  admission  to  the  Academy. 

POST-GRADUATE  INSTRUCTION. 

To  properly  supplement  this  course  of  instruction  at  the  Academy, 
it  is  requisite  that  young  officers  be  given  reasonable  facilities  and  en- 
couragement in  all  arms  of  the  service  to  continue  their  professional 
studies  in  connection  with  the  practical  application  of  military  princi- 
ples. Without  such  opportunities  little  further  progress  is  generally 
made  aftei-  leaving  the  Academy,  and  much  that  has  been  learned  is 
soon  lost.  Good  opportunities  are  now  afforded  for  such  a  post-gradu- 
ate course  of  studies  to  the  young  officers  who  are  detailed  as  instruct- 
ors at  West  Point,  and  to  those  who  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  Artillery 
School  at  Fort  Monroe,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  engineers  and  ord- 
nance. It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  a  similar  school  for  the  infantry 
and  cavalry  may  be  established  at  no  distant  time. 

ADMISSION  OF  CADETS. 

As  the  standard  of  general  education  throughout  the  country  has 
gradually  advanced,  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  admission  to 
the  Military  Academy  have  naturally  shown  corresponding  improve- 
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ment.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rigid  examination  for  admission  to 
the  Academy  have  donbtless  had  their  due  weight  in  stimulating  to  a 
more  thorough  method  of  instruction  in  tiie  public  schools  where  the 
youilg  men  are  generally  prepared  for  admission  to  the  Academy.  The 
influence  thus  exerted,  though  perhaps  not  very  great,  is  felt  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  hence  is  generally  beneflciaL  At  the  same 
time,  the  rule  established  by  law  as  a  general  one,  and  now  made 
nearly  universal  by  the  recent  practice  of  the  War  Department,  of 
making  cadet  appointments  a  year  in  advance  of  the  time  for  admission 
to  the  Academy,  gives  to  every  appointee  of  fair  abUity  sufficient  time 
to  make  the  necessary  preparation.  The  doors  of  the  Academy  are  thns 
left  as  wide  open  to  young  men  of  talent  as  they  were  when  the  standard 
of  admission  was  much  lower.  It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  this 
practice  be  continued. 

The  standard  of  admission  to  the  Military  Academy  must,  donbt- 
less, continue  to  be  practically  detennined  by  the  general  state  of 
education  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  It  has  risen  to  its  present  level 
with  the  growth  of  general  education,  and  it  cannot  be  arbitrarily  forced 
beyond  the  level  which  the  general  education  of  the  youth  of  the  country 
may  at  any  time  determine.  It  must  be  kept  at  a  point  which  will  per- 
mit the  least  favored  sections  of  the  country  to  send  young  men  to  the 
Academy  duly  qualified  for  admission.  The  present  equitable  appor- 
tionment of  cadetships  among  all  the  States  and  Territories  in  proportion 
to  population  is  so  just  and  so  important  a  feature  of  the  present  system 
that  it  cannot  «be  sacrificed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  higher  standard 
of  admission  to  the  Academy.  Yet,  while  the  minimum  stondard  of  ad- 
mission to  the  Academy  cannot  be  materially  changed,  if  there  are  any 
among  the  candidates  who  possess  much  higher  qualifications  than  this 
standard  requires,  there  seems  no  sufficient  reason  why  they  may  not  be 
given  the  full  benefits  of  their  superior  attainments  by  being  admitted 
to  a  higher  class  in  the  Academy.  It  does  not  seem  necessary  that 
either  they  or  the  government  be  subjected  to  the  expense  and  loss  of 
time  involved  in  their  going  over  again  a  course  of  studies  with  which 
they  are  already  familiar.  Young  men  of  the  age,  intelligence,  and 
habits  of  industry  implied  by  the  possession  of  such  higher  qualifica- 
tions would  find  no  difficulty  in  the  course  of  practical  military  instruc- 
tion, though  thoy  were  given  only  three  years  for  the  course  to  which 
four  years  are  allotted  for  younger  men,  with  less  preparatory  training. 
It  might  be  that  few  or  none  of  the  candidates  would  at  first  prove  to 
be  duly  qualified  to  enter  the  third  class,  yet  it  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected that  the  opportunity  to  take  this  advanced  standing  at  the  start 
would  lead  to  the  necessary  preparation  therefor  by  some  proiwrtion  of 
the  candidates  who  have  favorable  opportunities  for  early  education. 
It  would  seem  but  just  that  such  higher  attainments  should  be  duly 
recognized  in  admissions  to  the  Academy,  no  less  than  in  graduation. 
My  present  purpose  is  simply  to  suggest  this  as  a  subject  worthy  of 
mature  consideration  in  connection  with  the  general  question  of  increas- 
ing tx)  the  greatest  practicable  extent  the  usefulness  of  the  Military 
Academy  to  the  entire  country. 

SELECTION  OF  CANDIDATES. 

Tlic  method  adopted  by  some  members  of  Congress,  which  seems  to 
be  becoming  more  general  everj'  year,  of  selecting  their  nominees  by 
competitive  examination  among  the  young  men  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, has  resulted  in  a  marked  im^jrovement  in  the  average  qualifica- 
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tions  of  candidates.  In  this  respect  this  method  of  selection  is  highly 
beneficial.  It  is,  however,  liable  to  one  sonrce  of  injury,  against  which 
it  is  important  to  guard,  especially  since  the  method  of  selection  seems 
likely  to  become  very  general,  if  not  universal.  While  the  member  of 
Congress  is  relieved  by  this  means  firom  the  very  difficult  task  of  selecting 
a  candidate  who  shall  certainly  possess  the  requisite  mental  and  physical 
qualifications,  his  responsibility  stiU  remains  for  the  moral  character  of 
his  nominee.  Good  character  and  manly  deportment  are  certainly  no 
less  important  than  scholarship  and  physical  health.  Bad  habits  con- 
tracted by  a  young  man  already  twenty  or  twenty-one  years  of  age  are 
not  easily  corrected,  and  they  are  more  likely  than  any  lack  of  mental 
ability  to  bring  mortification  and  disappointment  to  those  who  are  most 
interested  in  his  honorable  career.  If  manly  character,  physical  per- 
fection,  mental  ability,  and  scholarship  can  all  be  given  their  due  weight 
in  the  competition  for  appointments,  then  only  unmixed  good  may  be 
expected  to  result  from  this  method  of  selection.  My  desire  is  to  simply 
invite  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Eepresentatives  in  Congress  to  this 
subject,  which  might  otherwise  escape  the  attention  of  some  of  them  in 
making  selections  by  competition,  as  it  could  not  do  where  the  selections 
were  made  from  their  own  personal  knowledge  of  the  applicants. 

EDtJCATION  OP  OFPIOERS  FOR  THE  MILITIA  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  the 
great  facilities  now  afforded  by  the  Military  Academy  might,  with  com- 
paratively small  additional  cost,  be  made  available  for  the  education  of 
a  considerable  number  of  young  men  in  excess  of  the  annual  vacancies 
in  the  Army^  to  be  returned  to  their  respective  States  for  service  in  the 
organized  militia.  It  is  believed  that  the  States  could  not  fail  to  derive 
great  benefit  from  the  service  in  their  militia  of  a  corps  of  officers  thus 
educated,  while  the  Military  Academy  and  Regular  Army  of  the  United 
States  would  thus  be  brought  into  more  intimate  relations  with  thegreM 
body  of  citizen  soldiers  who  must  compose  the  armies  of  the  country  in 
time  of  war.  These  young  men  would  not  necessarily  pass  through  the 
higher  course  of  studies  necessary  to  qualify  them  for  the  engineers  or 
ordnance,  but  could  graduate  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  years  qualified 
to  command  infantry,  cavalry,  or  field  artillery.  From  the  whole  num- 
ber of  young  men  thus  educated  might  be  selected  those  best  qualified 
to  receive  the  higher  education  required  for  service  in  the  scientific  corps 
of  the  Army. 

The  machiuery  of  a  complete  military  academy  is  too  expensive  to  be 
maintained  separately  by  each  of  the  Statues.  Why  not  let  all  derive 
some  direct  benefit,  at  slight  expense,  from  the  one  national  military 
school  ? 

MATERIAL    IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  material  improvements  authorized  under  appropriations  made  by 
the  last  Congress  are  rapidly  progressing. 

The  new  system  of  sewerage  was  completed  early  last  spring,  and  is 
believed  to  be  as  nearly  perfect  as  possible.  It  has  already  been  at- 
tended by  a  very  marked  sanitary  improvement,  amounting,  among  the 
enlisted  men  and  their  families,  to  a  decrease  of  60  per  centum  in  the 
average  number  of  cases  of  sickness. 

The  new  water- works  are  already  far  advanced,  and  will  be  completed 
before  the  commencement  of  the  next  dry  season.  Hereafter,  the  sup- 
ply of  pure  water  will  be  abundant  at  aU  seasons  of  the  year. 
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The  walls  and  roof  of  the  main  building,  and  one  wing  of  the  new 
cadets'  hospital,  will  be  finished  this  season.  This  work  will  aboat 
exhaust  the  present  appropriation.  An  estimate  has  been  submitted  <rf 
the  money  necessary  to  complete  the  work  now  so  fox  advanced,  viz, 
that  upon  the  main  building  and  one  wing.  It  is  recommended  that 
this  sum  be  appropriated  and  that  the  work  be  finished  without  farther 
delay,  leaving  the  question  of  building  the  other  wing  of  the  hospital 
to  be  decided  after  other  improvements  of  more  pressing  necessity  have 
been  made. 

The  most  pressing  need  of  the  Academy  at  this  time  is  an  addition  to 
the  cadets'  barracks.  Next  in  importance  is  new  barracks  for  the  cav- 
alry detachment ;  and,  third,  some  additional  quarters  for  officers.  Ex- 
planations of  these  several  necessities  have  been  made  in  my  letter 
accompanying  the  annual  estimates. 

I  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  War  Department  and  of 
Congress  to  this  important  subject,  in  which  is  involved  the  healtii  and 
simple  comfort  of  the  cadets,  the  soldiers,  and  the  young  officers. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  faithiul  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  officers  of 
the  Academy  have  performed  their  important  duties. 

I  am,  General  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major-Oeneraly  U,  o.  A., 
Superintendent  Military  Academy^  ComvMindAng. 

The  Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A., 

Washingtonj  D.  C. 


18.— EEPOET  OF  COL.  GEOEGE  W.  GETTY. 

Headquarters  United  States  Artillery  School, 

Fort  Monroe,  Fa.,  October  18,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  Artillery 
School,  as  follows : 

In  my  last  report  it  was  my  endeavor  to  show,  in  reference  to  the 
object  which  is  sought  in  conducting  the  school,  tnat  it  had  passed  its 
period  of  uncertainty,  and  had  apjiarently  entered  upon  a  field  of  ad- 
vancement and  usefulness  guaranteed  to  it  tlirough  its  recognition  by 
Congress,  in  the  shape  of  liberal  appropriations  for  necessary  instru- 
ments, books,  material,  &c.,  the  lack  of  which  had  hitherto  cramped  its 
scope  of  operations. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  in  war,  when  the  existence  of  nations  is  at 
stake,  artillery,  from  its  very  nature,  supplies  means  for  obtaining  great 
results  with  the  smallest  sacrifice  of  men,  and  probably  with  the  great- 
est ease ;  neither  have  I  need  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  our  ex- 
perience has  shown  it  to  be  the  best  promoter  of  steadiness  in  the  raw 
troops  which  are  likely  to  compose  the  bulk  of  our  armies  in  sudden 
war.  But  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  that  I  am  gratified  at  the  i)olicy 
which  is  thus  shown,  of  placing  within  easy  reach  of  our  young  officers 
of  artillery  the  means  for  careful  and  practical  investigation  of  tiie 
science  of  their  arm,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  in  a  x)osition  to  bear  witness 
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that  sucli  opportunities  have  been  earnestly  embraced  by  them  in  the 
past  year. 

With  no  intention  of  magnifying  the  importance  of  one  arm  of  the 
service  to  the  disparagement  of  the  others^  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  say  fur- 
thermore, that  to  this  country,  with  its  mihtary  system  in  which  a  small 
standing  anny  only  is  maintained,  the  preparation  for  and  the  uses  in 
modem  warfare  of  artillery  are  questions  of  the  greatest  importance, 
only  to  be  met  under  such  circumstances  by  thus  providing  for  a  corps 
of  thoroughly  trained  officers. 

In  times  past  it  may  have  been  charged  that  officers,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  mere  mechanism  of  drill,  ignoring 
principles  which  could  alone  enable  them  to  apply  such'  knowledge 
advantageously,  or  render  themselves  unerringly  useful  in  other  of  the 
multifarious  functions  of  the  artillery  arm ;  but  to-day  such  a  charge  is 
quite  untenable,  and  if  the  great  development  of  artillery  demands 
corresponding  accuracy  and  extent  of  knowledge,  the  spirit  of  officers 
is  to  manfully  meet  the  requirement  to  the  full  extent  of  their  opportu- 
nities for  doing  so. 

In  my  last  report  I  have  given  some  account  of  the  system  of  instnjc- 
tion  pursued  at  the  Artillery  School,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  period 
embraced  between  that  date,  October  31, 1878,  and  the  present,  forms  a 
portion  of  the  second  or  closing  year  of  the  dburse  of  instruction  for 
the  present  detail  of  officers. 

The  organization  of  the  school,  under  the  code  of  regulations  approved 
April  10, 1878,  was  also  given  in  the  same  report,  but  it  is  repeated 
herein  because  it  wiU  serve  to  show  succinctly  the  different)  departments 
of  instruction  and  the  assignment  of  instructors,  and  will  perhaps  save 
reference  for  the  purpose  or'clear  understanding. 

The  list  of  officers  at  present  under  instruction  is  also  given  for  the 
same  reason. 

•  [General  Orders  No.  12.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Artillery  School, 

Fwt  Manro€y  Fa.,  May  7, 1878. 

I.  The  course  of  instruction  at  the  United  States  Artillery  School  will  commence  on 
Fiiclay,  the  10th  instant,  under  the  provisions  of  the  code  of  regulations  approved 
April  10,  1878. 

(a)  Lieut.  Col.  Emory  Upton,  Fourth  Artillery,  is  assi^ed  as  ^'Superintendent  of 
studies  in  mathematics,  engineerinfi^,  military  art  and  science,  &c.,  law  and  military 
administration,  applied  tactics,  infantry  and  grand  tactics;  also  of  practice  in  the 
same." 

(6)  Maj.  J.  C.  Tidball,  Second  Artillery,  is  assigned  as  ''Superintendent  of  studies 
and  practice  in  artillery  and  artillery  tactics." 

(c)  The  following-named  officers  are  designated  instructors  by  the  staff  of  the  school 
under  paragraph  2,  p.  7  (Code): 

Capt.  Richard  Lodor,  Fourth  Artillery,  department  of  artiUery. 
Capt.  Lorenzo  Lorain,  Third  Artillery,  department  of  engineering. 
Capt.  S.  S.  Elder,  First  Artillery,  department  of  law  and  military  administration. 
Capt.  John  H.  Calef,  Second  Artillery,  department  of  military  art  and  science,  mili- 
tary history,  and  geography. 

(d)  Captains  Lodor,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Lorarin,  Third  Artillery,  are  also  designa- 
ted a«  instnictors  in  mathematics  whenever  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  form  special 
classt^s  of  officers  for  that  branch  of  study  (vide  paragraph  9,  p.  8  (Code).  These  officers 
will  alt«mat«  in  giving  this  instruction,  at  the  discretion  of  the  superintendent. 

(e)  Capt.  W.  F.  Randolph,  Fifth  ArtiUery,  and  John  H.  Calef,  Second  Artillery,  are 
designated  instructors  in  tactics. 

II.  Recitations  shall  coniineiici'  at  9.30  a.  m.,  and  will  be  promptly  attended  by  aU 
officri-8  under  instruction,  unless  specially  excused.  The  officer  of  the  day  wUl  not  be 
exrus<Ml  from  recitations,  but  the  offi<er  of  the  guard  is  excused  during  his  tour;  also 
on  lliH  day  on  which  he  uiaithes  olf  guard. 

12  W 
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III.  Capt.  W.  F.  Randolph,  Fifth  Artillery,  is  announced  as  signal  officer  and  iii- 
stnictor  in  signaling.    Instruction  will  continue  as  now  established. 

IV.  On  Friday  of  each  week  (excejit  the  last  Friday  of  each  month)  the  practical 
instruction  will  be  in  infantry  school  of  the  company.  The  last  Friday  of  each  month 
will  he  devoted  to  target  practice  'svlth  small-arms. 

V.  Under  the  iirovisions  of  paragraph  5,  p.  18,  School  for  Enlisted  Men,  the  follow- 
ing assignments  in  this  branch  of  the  United  States  Artillery  School  are  announced  : 

Capt.  W.  F.  Randolph,  Fifth  Artillery',  superintendent. 
First  Lieut.  L.  A.  Chamberlain,  First  Artillery,  L-„afT.,inf^r>u 
Second  Lieut.  E.  M.  Cobb,  Second  Artillery,        ^  Hisirucrors. 

VI.  All  orders  conflicting  herewith  are  revoked. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Gettv. 

CONSTANTINE  CHASE, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  Artillery^  Adjutant, 

For  recitations  the  division  into  sections  of  tlie  officers  under  instruc- 
tion will  be  as  follows  until  further  orders,  viz : 

First  section. 

First  Lieut.  J.  L.  Sherman,  First  Artillery. 

First  Lieut.  E.  L.  Zalinski,  Fiftli  Artillery. 

First  Lieut.  AY.  S.  Muse,  United  States  Marine  Corps. 

First  Lieut.  George  Mitchell,  Second  Artillery. 

First  Lieut.  C.  W.  Ilarrold,  Third  Artillery. 

First  Lieut.  Wells  Willard,  Fifth  Artillery. 

First  Lieut.  Sebree  Smith,  Second  Artillery. 

First  Lieut.  Peter  Leary,  jr..  Fourth  xVrtillerv. 

First  Lieut.  C.  C.  Wolcott,  Third  Artillery.  * 

First  Lieut.  IT.  L.  llairis,  First  Artilleiy. 

• 
Second  section. 

First  Lieut.  G.  11.  Paddock,  Fourth  Artillery. 
First  Lieut.  Artluu'  Murraj",  First  Artillery. 
Secoiul  Lieut.  L.  Niles,  Second  Artillery. 
Second  Lieut.  C.  11.  Clark,  First  Artillery. 
Se<'()nd  Lieut.  J.  li.  McAuliffe,  Fifth  Artillery. 
Second  T^ieut.  J.  M.  Jones,  Fourth  Aitillery. 
Second  Lieut.  E.  D.  Hoyle,  Second  Artillery. 
Second  Lieut.  J.  C.  Busli,  Fifth  Artillery. 
Second  Lieut.  L.  L.  Brulf,  Third  Artillery. 
Second  Lieut.  J.  T.  French,  jr..  Fourth  Artillery. 
Second  Lieut.  C.  B.  Satterlee,  Tliird  Artillery.    . 

Instruction  in  drawing*:  will  continue  as  in  paragraph  II,  General  Or- 
ders Xo.  25,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  at  such  houTB 
approved  by  the  superintendent  of  instruction  as  will  not  interfere  with 
other  duties. 

I  shall  now  speak  of  the  operation  of  the  school  under  the  different 
departments  into  which  it  is  divided. 

DEPART3IENT   OF  ARTILLERY. 

Studies  and  practice  in  this  department  have  been  pursued  in  accord- 
ance \vith  the  Co<le  of  Kegulations,  stud^'  commencing  on  the  loth  of 
February,  and  continuing  until  the  1st  of  July,  embracing  gunpowder 
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and  other  military  exi)losives,  projectiles,  coustruetiou  of  artillery,  gun- 
nery, loading,  laying,  and  discharging  artillery,  kinds  of  fire  and  project- 
iles, determination  of  ranges  and  times  of  flight  of  projectiles,  descrip- 
tion and  use  of  densimeter,  velocimeters  and  chronogi^aphs,  telegraphy, 
so  far  as  military  necessities  require,  and  defensive  torpedoes. 

The  method  of  instruction  was  by  recitations  and  written  thesis. 

Practice  in  this  department  embraces  the  use  of  the  instruments 
named  above^  the  analysis  of  gunpowder,  application  of  formulae, 
methods  of  discharging  artillery  by  means  of  electricity  under  various 
conditions,  electric  telegraphy,  inspection  of  powder,  drawing  of  guns, 
artillery  machines,  and  plots  of  firing  practice,  and  has  been  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  studies. 

The  ajipropriations  by  Congress  heretofore  spoken  of  gave  the  means 
for  establishing  a  laboratory  and  electrical  room  for  the  use  of  this  de- 
partment. By  the  former  it  has  been  practicable  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  school  to  instruct  officers  practically  in  the  chemistry 
an<l  analysis  of  explosives,  and  the  highest  commendation  is  due  to 
Capt.  Lorenzo  Loi*ain,  Third  Artillerj',  who,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as 
instructor  in  engineering,  has  had  charge  of  this  branch  of  the  depart- 
ment of  artillery.  He  has  been  ably  assisted,  however,  by  First  Lieut. 
H.  L.  Harris,  First  Artillery,  a  member  of  the  class  of  officers,  who  has 
peiformed  this  duty  in  addition  to  those  already  devolving  upon  him, 
and  has  fully  earned  thanks  and  distinction. 

By  the  electrical  and  telegraphic  room,  means  have  been  found  for 
furnishing  instruction  in  the  application  of  electricity  to  artillery  pui^- 
poses,  and  of  obtaining  increased  accuracy  of  fire,  together  with  reports 
thereon.  The  arrangement  of  this  room  has  been  under  the  direction 
of  Major  Kichard  Lodor,  Third  Artillery,  in  charge  of  the  department 
of  artillery,  to  whose  untiring  energy  and  interest,  in  fact,  the  develop- 
ment of  this  entire  department  is  dne.  In  the  electrical  branch  he  has 
been  assisted  by  First  Lieut.  L.  A.  Chamberlin,  First  Artillery,  whose 
services  have  been  found  peculiarly  valuable  to  the  school  in  many 
ways. 

Major  Lodor's  report  (Appendix  A)  shows  details  of  the  methods 
pnrsued. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  ENGINEERING. 

Study  and  practice  in  this  department  have  been  largely  combined, 
and  the  method  of  instruction  by  recitation  departed  from,  although  a 
certain  auumnt  of  reading  from  the  text-books  has  been  prescribed  daily, 
and  the  officers  expected  to  be  ready  for  a  demonstration  of  the  amount 
of  knowledge  they  possess,  either  practically  or  by  recitation.  The 
study  in  this  department  embraces  field  fortification,  elements  of  per- 
manent foitification,  field  engineering,  military  bridges,  topograph^"  and 
reconnaissance,  military  drawing  and  photography  as  ai^plied  to  military 
requirements. 

The  time  devoted  to  engineering  is  from  September  1  to  December  1 
of  the  first  year  of  the  course ;  consequently,  instruction  was  progressing 
at  the  date  of  my  laist  report,  and  consisted  mainly  in  the  practical  solu- 
tion, on  the  gi'ound,  of  the  various  problems  in  surveying  that  can  be 
solved  without  instruments ;  the  adjustments  and  use  of  the  theodolite, 
transit,  Y  and  hand  levels,  plane  tables,  surveyors'  and  pocket  com- 
l)a.sses,  telemeters,  and  sextant ;  the  determination  of  the  true  meridian 
and  variation  of  the  needle  by  means  of  transit  observations  on  Polaris; 
the  laying  out  of  field  works,  profiling  and  defilement  of  works,  and 
topographical  drawing. 
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For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  practical  instruction  in  reconnais- 
sance  and  military  sketching,  t^e  officers  under  instruction  were  sent  to 
camp  under  the  following  order: 

[General  Orders  No.  42.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Arthxert  School,. 

Fort  Monroe^  Va,,  Nweniber  4,  1878. 

I.  The  officers  under  instruction  will  proceed  on  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Peninsula, 
under  direction  of  Capt.  Lorenzo  Lorain,  Third  Artillery,  instructor  in  engineering,  on 
Tuesday,  the  5th  instant. 

II.  The  officers  thus  designated  will  report  to  Captain  Lorain  at  the  school  building, 
at  8  a.  m.,  5th  instant,  prepared  for  an  absence  of  ten  days  from  that  date. 

III.  Assist.  Surg.  Henry  Mc£lderry,  First  Lieut.  L.  A.  Chamberlin,  First  Artillei^, 
and  a  detachment  of  enlisted  men  to  be  hereafter  designated,  are  attached  to  thia 
party  and  will  report  accordingly. 

rV.  Battery  commanders  will  furnish  the  necessary  camp  equipage  for  the  use  of 
these  officers  upon  their  application  therefor ;  and  the  commanding  officer  of  Battery 
A,  Third  Artillery,  will  furnish,  in  addition,  the  necessary  camp  equipage  for  enlisted 
men. 

y.  The  post  quartermaster  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation,  and  all  bagr 
gage  will  be  ready  to  be  turned  over  to  him  by  3  p.  m.  to-day. 
Sy  order  of  Colonel  Getty : 

CONSTANTINE  CHASE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Third  Artillery y  AdjutanU 

The  reconnaissance  was  made  mounted,  commencing  at  Yorktown,  Va.y 
on  the  York  Eiver,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Warwick  Eiver  on  the  James, 
and  taken  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pamunkey  Eiver  on  the  York  Eiver 
side ;  and  on  the  other  side  to  Winder  Shades  on  the  Chickahominy. 
about  14  miles  from  its  mouth ;  thence  to  New  Kent  Court-House,  ana 
thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pamunkey.  The  result  of  this  work  is  now 
being  compiled  by  members  of  the  class  of  officers.  Practical  instruc- 
tion in  photography  was  given  in  June. 

The  report  of  Capt.  Lorenzo  Lorain,  Third  Artillery,  instructor  in 
engineering  (Api)endix  B),  will  supply  the  details  regarding  this  depart- 
ment. 

In  the  department  of  law  and  military  administration  studies  were 
pursued  in  strict  conformity  with  the  Code  of  Kegulatious,  the  method 
of  instruction  being  by  recitations  exclusively. 

The  time  allotted  to  the  law  course  is  from  September  1  to  November 
1 ;  consequently  the  officers  under  instruction  are  now  engaged  in  this 
branch.  The  course  embraces  military  law  and  courts-martial,  interna- 
tional law,  and  the  laws  of  war,  constitutional  law,  and  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  the  regulatious^and  customs  of  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  official  papers,  correspondence,  orders,  and  rec- 
ords incident  to  its  administi-ation.  The  latter  portion  of  this  course 
was  passed  and  reported  upon  last  year.  This  department  is  under  the 
able  and  thorough  management  of  Capt.  S.  S.  Elder,  First  Artillery  (a 
member  of  the  bar),  and  his  report  is  contained  in  Appendix  C.  Eeview 
of  the  course,  previous  to  final  examination,  takes  place  in  December. 

The  department  of  military  art  and  science,  military  history  and  geog- 
raphy, is  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Capt.  J.  H.  Calef,  Second  Artil- 
lery, whose  report  is  contained  in  Appendix  D.  The  time  allotted  to 
this  course  was  from  December  1  to  February  15,  and  embraces  general 
history  and  all  military  operations  connected  with  handling  armies  in 
campaign.  The  method  of  instruction  is  by  recitations  from  the  text- 
books, sup])lemented  by  lectures.  The  latter  have  been  supplied  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Upton,  Fourth  Artillery,  superintendent,  and  Captain  Calef, 
instructor,  bearing  mainly  ui)on  our  own  operations  during  the  war  of 
the  rebellion,  and  illustrating  the  great  principles  of  warfare. 
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The  officers  under  instruction  are  now  engaged  upon  written  essays, 
required  in  this  department,  and  the  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects: 

1.  Studies  in  ancient  and  modem  tactics. 

2.  Campaign  of  Shiloh,  and  the  strategical  and  tactical  deductions 
therefrom. 

3.  Chancellorsville  campaign,  and  the  strategical  and  tactical  deduc- 
tions therefrom. 

4.  Greene's  campaigns  in  the  Carolinas,  and  the  strategical  and  tac- 
tical deductions  therefrom. 

5.  Gettysburg  campaign,  and  the  strategical  and  tactical  deductions 
therefrom. 

6.  Strategical  and  tactical  discussion  of  the  operations  for  opening 
the  Mississippi  Valley. 

7.  Strategical  and  tactical  discussion  of  the  Antietam  campaign. 

8.  Strategical  and  tactical  discussion  of  the  Wilderness  campaign. 

9.  The  use  and  influence  of  the  telegraph  and  railroads  in  modem 
warfare. 

10.  Strategical  and  tactical  deductions  from  the  ox>erations  of  the 
Array  of  Potomac  from  its  organization  to  end  of  the  Peninsula  cam- 
paign. 

11.  War  of  1812  and  causes  for  its  protraction. 

12.  Organization,  development,  and  use  of  cavalry  in  American  civil 
war. 

13.  Extent  and  value  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Navy  during  the  late 
war. 

14.  Strategical  and  tactical  deductions  from  the  second  Bull  Bun 
campaign. 

15.  Organization  and  recruitment  of  the  armies  of  the  Eevolution  and 
their  influence  on  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

16.  Review  of  the  battles  of  Marlborough. 

17.  Eeview  of  the  battles  of  Frederick  the  Great. 

18.  The  Eckmuhl  campaign,  and  the  strategical  and  tactical  deduc- 
tions therefrom. 

19.  The  seven  weeks'  war  between  Prussia  and  Austria,  and  deduc- 
tions therefrom. 

20.  Hood's  campaign  in  rear  of  Sherman's  Army,  including  battle  of 
Nashville,  and  the  stottegical  and  tactical  deductions  therefrom. 

21.  Bragg's  campaign  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  in  1862,  and  the 
strategical  and  tactic^  deductions  therefrom. 

These  essays  are  to  be  read  by  the  officers  during  the  coming  winter. 
This  course  of  instruction  has  been  followed  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  Code  of  Regulations.    The  final  review  will  take  place  in  January. 

Practical  instruction  in  artillery  (drill,  &c.,  &c.)  has  been  carried  out 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Maj.  J.  C.  Tidball,  Second  Artillery, 
whose  report  is  shown  in  Appendix  E. 

This  course  continues  daily — Fridays,  Saturdays,  and  Sundays  ex- 
t^epted — and  includes  the  handling  of  all  the  different  pieces  of  art^ery, 
machines,  &c.,  &c.,  together  with  firing  practice. 

This  year,  as  indicated  in  that  portion  of  this  pax)er  under  the  Depart- 
ment of  Artillery,  the  exx>erimental  firing  has  been  attended  with  sur- 
prising accuracy  of  observation,  owing  to  the  increased  facilities  now  at 
command.  No  incident  of  a  projectile's  flight  is  lost  sight  of  from  the 
time  it  is  taken  from  the  packing-boxes  or  storeroom  until  it  finally  rests 
after  discharge  from  the  piece.    This  is  due  to  the  agency  of  electricity. 

The  system  which  is  employed  is  given  in  Appendix  A,  and  the 


182  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR.* 

oflScers  have  evinced  care  and  zeal  in  every  direction  of  this  important 
branch  of  instruction. 

Infantry  instruction  has  been  conducted  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Upton,  Fourth  Artillery,  sux)erintendent. 
His  report  is  given  in  Appendix  F. 

This  instruction  is  given  on  Friday  of  each  week,  and  consists  of 
drills  in  schools  of  the  company,  battalion,  skirmishing,  and  applied  tac- 
tics. In  the  latter  the  battalion  is  divided  into  parts,  which  operate 
against  each  other  on  any  ground,  illustrative  of  attack  and  defense. 

Battahon  drill  has  also  been  carefully  conducted  with  a  \iew  to  thor- 
ough instruction. 

The  following  order  will  indicate  the  method : 

[General  Orders  No.  10.) 

Headquarters  United  States  Artillery  School, 

Fwi  Monroe,  Va.,  April  8,  1879. 

Conuueucing  Friday,  11th  instant,  and  nntil  fnrtlier  orders,  infantry  instruction  will 
"be  in  the  school  of  the  battalion. 

Each  officer  under  instruction  wiU  command  the  hattaUon  during  two  successive 
drills,  and  wiU  also  serve  twice  in  succession  in  the  capacities  of  Ueutenant-colonely 
major,  adjutant,  and  captain  in  each  company. 

For  these  duties  officers  will  be  detailed  in  rotation,  and  the  excess  of  the  number 
requisite  for  the  battaUon  will  not  be  required  to  attend  these  drills. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Getty : 

CONSTANTIKE  CHASE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Third  Artill&ryf  Atffutant. 

Considerably  more  time  and  attention  this  year  has  been  devoted  to 
practice  with  small-arms  than  heretofore,  and  the  following  order  will 
show  the  system  pursued,  which  is  essentially  the  Hythe,  or  English, 
system,  modified  to  suit  our  ser\ice : 

I  General  Ortlors  No.  6.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Artillery  School, 

Fort  Monroe  J  Fa.,  March  10,  1879. 

I.  The  following  rules  governing  target  pra^jtico  with  small-anns  ^vill  be  carefully 
observed  nntil  further  orders  : 

TARGETS. 

Are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Quartennjister's  Department.  They  are  to  be  made  from 
pieces  of  light  wood  1^"  to  1|"  thick  by  4"  to  G"  wid«',  forming  the  frame,  and  covered 
nrst  with  canyas  and  afterward  with  paper  xtjisted  over  it,  as  may  become  uecessary. 

Targets  for  individual  firing  are  of  three  classes.  They  are  of  the  foUowing  dimen- 
sions, and^will  be  marked  on  their  face  into  the  following  divisions  by  black  circles  i 
an  inch  wide,  viz : 

Third  clasSy  to  be  used  at  all  distances  up  to  and  including  300  yards. — ^Target  6x4 
feet. 

BuU's  eye,  circular.  8  inches  in  diameter,  black. 
Center,  circular,  26  inches  in  diameter,  white. 
Inner,  circular,  46  inches  in  diameter,  white. 
Outer,  rectangular — the  remainder  oi  the  target. 

Second  clasSy  to  be  used  at  all  distances  over  300  yards  to  and  including  600  yards. — 
Target  6x6  feet. 

Bull's  eye,  circular,  22  inches  in  diameter,  black. 
Center,  circular,  38  inches  in  diameter,  white. 
Inner,  circular,  54  inches  in  diameter,  white. 
Outer,  square — the  remainder  of  the  target. 

First  class,  to  be  used  at  all  distances  over  600  yards. — Target  6  X  K  feet. 

Bull's  eye,  circular,  36  inches  in  diameter,  black. 
Center,  circular,  54  inches  in  diameter,  white. 
Inner,  square,  6x6  feet,  white. 
Outer,  6x3  feet,  on  each  end  of  the  target,  white 
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MARKING,  SCORING,  AND   SIGNAUNG. 

Hull's  eye  coiiuts  5 ;  signal,  wliite  circular  disk. 
Center  eonnts  4 ;  signal,  red  circular  disk. 
Inner  counts  3  ;  signal,  white  and  black  disk. 
Outer  counts  2 ;  signal,  black  disk. 
Ricochet,  scored  R ;  signal,  red  flag  waved  twice  right  and  left  in  front  of  target. 
Ricochet  hits  will  be  niacked  out  after  the  flag  signal. 

The  danger  signal  is  a  large  red  flag.  No  firing  will  occur  while  this  signal  is  hoisted. 
For  the  signal  cease  firing,  see  p.  422,  Infantry  Tactics.  Whenever  this  signal  is  sounded, 
it  will  be  answered  from  the  marking-butt  by  hoisting  the  danger  flag. 

No  man  will  leave  the  marking-butt  for  any  purpose  until  **  Cease  firing "  is  sounded 
or  the  danger  flag  is  raised. 

Shots  which  touch  the  bulPs  eye  count  as  such;  but  it  must  be  an  actual  touch  of 
the  bullet,  not  a  tear  of  the  target  beyond  the  limit  of  the  bullet-hole.  The  same 
rule  holds  for  other  divisions  of  the  target.  For  example,  a  shot  in  the  line  between 
center  and  inner  counts  as  center. 

A  non-coiiimissione<l  officer  is  to  be  put  in  charge  of  the  marking-butts  during  prac- 
tice. 

RIFLE8. 

In  THgular  practice  the  regulation  rifle  is  to  be  altered  in  no  way  without  authority. 
The  minimum  pull  of  trigger  should  be  six  pounds  and  the  sights  strictly  according  to 
pattern  as  issued.  Filing  any  of  the  sights  or  using  them  differently  than  as  originally 
intended  is  prohibited. 

Sights  may  be  blackened,  but  not  whitened  or  colored.  Any  pad  or  shoe  for  the 
heel  of  the  butt  is  disallowed. 

POSITION. 

At  all  distances  up  to  and  including  300  yards  the  position  will  be  standing,  the 
body  and  rifle  being  kept  entirely  free  from  artificial  rest  or  support,  the  left  elbow 
entiVe'.y  clear  of  the  body  or  hips,  and  the  left  hand  at  least  six  inches  in  front  of  the 
trigger-guard.  In  excess  of  300  yards,  any  position  that  can  be  taken  on  level  groand 
without  artificial  rest  or  support  mav  be  permitted,  care  being  taken  that  no  part  of 
the  rille  touches  the  ground  or  anytliing  but  the  person  of  the  shooter,  and  that  his 
head  is  toward  the  target. 

PRACTICE. 

Will  bo  by  battery,  and  will  bo  supervised  by  an  officer  to  be  designated  by  each 
battery  commander. 
Practice  is  divided  into  firing  singly  and  skirmishing. 

FIRING   SINGLY. 

First  period, 

t 

In  this  period  men  will  fire  at  every  fifty  yards,  from  150  to  300  yards. 

When  the  battery  has  performed  this  period,  the  points  obtained  individually  at  the 
several  distances  are  to  be  added  together,  and  the  sum  entered  in  the  record  in  the 
column  of  **  total  points"  of  the  period,  to  show  the  value  of  the  performances  of  each 
man,  but  no  classification  is  to  be  made  of  the  men  at  the  end  of  this  period. 

Second  period. 

The  men  are  to  practice  individually  at  400,  450,  500  and  600  yards. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  period  the  points  obtained  by  each  man  at  the  several  dis- 
tances are  to  be  added  together  and  the  sum  entered  in  the  columns  of  "total  points," 
from  which,  as  well  as  from  the  total  points  obtained  in  the  first  period,  a  classification 
is  to  be  made,  when  those  men  who  have  obtained  50  and  40  per  centum  of  a  possible 
maximum  in  the  first  and  second  periods  respectively  are  to  be  formed  into  a  first 
class;  those  who  obtained  50  per  centum  in  the  first  period  but  failed  to  obtain  40  per 
centum  in  the  second  will  practice  again  in  the  second  class  or  period,  and  those  who 
failed  to  obtain  fO  per  centum  in  the  first  period  will  practice  again  in  the  third  class 
or  first  period. 

The  names  of  the  men  who  have  passed  into  the  higher  classes  and  the  nnmber  of 
points  they  each  have  obtained,  are  to  be  reported  to  these  headouarters,  posted  in 
the  barrack-room,  and  read  to  the  batt<*ry  before  commencing  the  third  period. 
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Third  period. 

In  this  period  the  men  will  practice  in  the  three  classeei  viz,  first,  second,  and  third. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  practices  in  this  period  the  points  obtained  by  each  man  are 
to  be  added  together  and  the  sum  entered  in  the  column  of  ''total  points,"  firom  which 
a  final  classification  is  to  be  made,  when  those  men  who  obtain  50  and  40  per  centum 
of  a  possible  maximum  in  the  third  and  second  classes  in  this  period,  provided  the 
former  had  previously  made  40  per  centum  in  the  second  period,  will  pass  into  the  first 
class;  those  who  obtain  50  per  centum  in  the  third  class,  but  failed  to  obtain  40  per 
centum  in  the  second  period,  will  pass  into  the  second  class;  and  those  who  fiidl  to  ob- 
tain 50  per  centum,  although  they  obtained  40  per  centum  in  the  second  period,  will 
remain  m  the  third  class. 

The  first  class  will  practice  at  650,  700,  750,  and  800  yards. 

Men  shooting  in  the  first  class,  who  obtain  30  per  centum  of  a  possible  maximum 
and  upwards,  are  to  be  styled  marksmen. 

In  individual  firing  the  men  will  fire  5  rounds  per  man  at  each  distance. 

Battery  commanders  will  report  completion  of  this  practice. 

SKIRMISHING. 

Ten  rounds  per  man  are  to  be  fired  by  each  battery  in  skirmishing  order  as  laid  down 
in  tactics,  advancing  from  400  to  200  yards,  and  retiring  from  200  to  400  yards,  until 
the  ammunition  is  expended,  each  man  judging  his  own  distance  and  arranging  the 
sights. 

Six  or  eight  single  targets  (6'  X  2^  are  to  be  placed  at  intervals  of  five  yards  between 
them  for  tnis  practice.  Each  target  is  to  have  a  black  mark  two  feet  deep  across  the 
center;  fair  hits  and  ricochets  found  on  the  target  are  to  be  counted  2  points. 
Every  file  is  to  have  its  own  target. 

The  men  may  fire  in  any  position,  but  must  not  load  until  they  are  in  position  with 
their  front  clear,  whether  aidvancing  or  retiring. 

A  sentinel  is  to  be  placed  at  each  flank  of  the  line  of  targets  at  proper  distances 
therefrom,  to  prevent  any  person  approaching  within  the  line  of  firo.  Before  com- 
mencement of  the  practice  tne  officer  will  ascertain  that  the  names  entered  in  the  list 
are  those  of  the  men  composing  the  squad,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  firing  the 
officer  is  to  go  to  the  targets  and  record  the  nits.  The  points  obtained  by  each  squad 
are  to  be  inserted  in  the  columns  set  apart  in  the  record  book  for  this  purpose. 

Skirmishing  practice  is  not  to  be  executed  until  after  the  completion  of  the  indi- 
vidual firing. 

II.  Practice  will  take  place  in  each  week,  until  further  orders,  as  follows : 

Lodor's  battery,  I,  Fourth  Artillery Mondays, 

Lorain's  battery,  A,  Third  Artillery Tuesdays, 

Elder's  battery,  G,  First  Artillery Wednesdays, 

Randolph's  battery,  C,  Fifth  Artillery Tliursdays, 

Calef 's  battery,  K,*  Second  Artillery Fridays, 

at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  but  will  in  no  ca«e  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  regular  drills. 
Unless  specially  authorized,  firing  at  other  hours  is  prohibited. 

III.  A  register  of  target  x)rHctice  showing  the  name  of  each  ipan  and  the  points  in 
the  various  practices  obtained  by  him  willoe  kept  in  each  battery.  Should  any  man 
fail  to  fire,  the  cause  will  also  be  stated. 

IV.  Officers  are  exi>ectefl  to  pass  through  the  various  periods  of  individual  firing, 
and  their  performances  are  to  be  iilaced  upon  the  record  in  an  appropriate  place. 

V.  Returns  for  transmission  away  from  the  i)ost  will  be  rendered  as  called  for  in 
General  Order  No.  95,  of  1877,  Headquarters  Army.  All  reports  and  returns  will  be 
rendered  through  Lieutenant-Colonel  Upton,  Fourth  Artillery,  superintendent  of  in- 
fantry instruction. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Getty. 

CONST ANTINE  CHASE, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  Artillery ^  Adjutant, 

The  result  of  this  practice  has  been  that  the  Artillery  School  had  two 
representatives  (enlisted  men)  on  the  team  from  the  Military  Di\i8ion  of 
the  Atlantic  at  the  recent  meeting  at  Creedmoor. 

Instruction  in  signaling  and  telegraphy  has  been  conducted  by  Capt. 
W.  F.  Eandolph,  Fifth  ia*tillery,  signal-officer,  from  July  14  to  Septem- 
ber 1,  daily,  except  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  It  embraced  the  Myer 
code  of  Anny  Signals,  both  by  the  use  of  flags  and  instruments,  and  the 
Morse  telegraphic  code. 


^»  carr 
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lustructiou  iu  the  Army  Sigual  CoAn  for  nou-coiuiDissioiied  officers  is 
progressiug.    This  branch  of  instrnctiou  has  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out, 


SCHOOL  FOa  ESLISTED  MEN. 


Iaib  brauch  of  the  Artillery  School  was  described  iii  my  last  report. 
It  is  under  the  supervision  of  Capt,  W.  F.  Bandolph,  Fifth  Artillery, 
whose  report  is  sho^vn  io  Appendix  G.  He  is  assisted  by  First  Lieut. 
L.  A.  Chamberlain,  First  Artillery,  and  First  Lieut,  E.  M.  Cobb,  Second 
Artillery,  instructors,  aud  the  course  of  instruction  embraces  the  time 
between  October  and  May  of  each  year, 

The  class  attending  the  last  term  of  this  school  consisted  of  60  men — 
7  corporals  aud  53  privates — aud  the  men  have  generally  given  evidence 
of  zeal  aud  willingness  to  learn. 

The  course  has  been  carried  out  very  nearly  in  conformity  with  the 
Code  of  Regulations,  and  the  following  order  shows  the  result  of  the 
final  examination.  Many  of  the  men  who  had  entered  with  the  class 
were  necessarily  placed  in  the  primary  sections  for  instruction  in  ti© 
rudiments  of  learning.  They  were  therefore  not  examined  in  the  regu- 
lar course; 

lOeneralOrdenNo.  14.) 

Hradquarters  United  States  Artillbrv  School, 

Fort  Monroe,  Fa.,  May  8,  IS79. 
Tlie  foUowiDg  is  the  ataiidiiig  of  the  eulitted  men  under  instnictioii,  sh  detormined 
by  the  stalT  of  the  United  States  Art  ilierj  School,  at  the  examiuatioD  of  April,  1S79: 


II 


PrivalD  B.  W.  Wmlker.  BU[«rv  K.  iWond  Artillery. 
Trlvstc  W,  M.  (jBimige.  Bulleiy  G,  FIral  Artilleiy 
t«  I).  WoodHRi.  Battery  A^Tliiiil  Artillery  . . 


PrlvDte  J.  C.  Diklcy,  Buttery  C,  l^t  ArtllleiT  . . 

Prliutp  A.  £*kllc,  isMter}-  C,  Ftltb  ArtlUen 

Cornnnil  A.  Bomui,  Battery  A,  Third  ArtOIerv 

Piivotu  U.  Uanldt,  Batloy  I.  Fourth  Anfllerj- 

Prliati-  J.  A.  PeatwiD.  Battery  C,  Fifth  Artillery  .  . . . 
CoTowi  Frederiik  IHttiu,  BattBTV  K,  Seoond  Artillery .. 
CDrpural^H-Shuiahaii,  Battery  Q.'Flnl  ArtlUnry 


.£  f  I.  M- Woeda,  Battery  A,  «u,ju  n^uvr 

Ui  W.  J.  Cunnnlna,  Battery  I,  Faorlb  ArtlUerv  . 
leJ.U.Kiffnieyer.BatMrvA.TblnlAiUUeiT  . 

to  J.  Hyan,  Battery  C.  Fifth  Artillery 

I« Chariua  Glorer,  Battery  C, Fifth  ArtlUery  .... 


C'oTTKinl  Charles  Uoaaey,  Battwyl,  Fimrth  Artillery  . . 

Private  Jaae]>h  A  nsher,  Battery  A.  Fifth  ArtHlery 

Pr<Tat*>  Thmna*  WDod,  Battep'  G.  Fir«  ArtUlery 


Private  .lohd  LvQCh.  Battery  Q.  Flnt  ArtUler?   

rjintr  W.  Majuft  Battery  A.  ThlM  Anllierr 

Private  C.  H.  BnvlLah.  Bnttery  A.  TOtA  Artlllfrr  . . . . 
Cornnul  W. MrCimliv. ltalterv_I, Fourth  ArtUlery  . . 
PHv»tr  E.  TnmliiWD,  Balter<,-1[,  :^r«ond  Artnierj . . . 
PrivBlu  W.  H.  Lohb,  Battery  G,  Rnit  Artillery 


B,v  order  of  Colonel  Getty. 
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« 

The  school  for  enlisted  men  was  opened  for  the  present  term  under  the 
following  order,  aixl  is  now  in  fair  progress,  viz: 

[General  Orders  No.  28.  J 

Headquarters  United  States  Artillery  School, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va,,  September  5,  1879. 

The  course  of  studies  for  enlisted  men  (rWc  Code  of  Regulation,  United  States  Artil- 
lery School,  1878,  PI).  18  and  19)  will  commence  on  Monday,  Sei)tember  15,  1879. 

(a)  Enlisted  men  att<*nding  tlie  school  will  be  arranged  by  tne  superintendent  into 
as  many  sections  in  each  subject  as  circumstances  render  practicable  or  convenient. 

(6)  Recitations  will  be  held  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and  Thursdays, 
between  the  hours  of  9.30  o'clock  a.  m.  and  12  o'clock  m.,  at  the  new  school-house. 

(c)  Enlisted  men  under  instruction  will  attend  all  recitations,  except  when  under 
the  following  circumstances,  viz :  » 

When  on  sick  report ; 
When  on  guard ; 

Wlien  under  tlif  relief  therefrom  Ijy  the  commanding  officer,  to  be  given  only  in 
cases  of  i)eculiar  urgency. 

(d)  Enlisted  men  under  instruction  will  attend  recitations  on  the  day  on  which  they 
march  off  guiird ;  they  will  be  reheved  from  guard  for  this  purpose  at  7  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  recitation  days.  Wlien  on  the  general  police  these  men  will  report  for  that  duty  at 
1  o'clock  J),  m.  on  the  same  days  (ride  h). 

(e)  Weekly  reports  of  recitations  will  bo  rendered,  through  the  superintendent,  on 
Fnday  mornings. 

Bv  order  of  Colonel  Getty. 

CONSTANTINE  CHASE, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  Artillerify  Adjutant, 

The  present  class  numbers  41  men. 

I  Lave  now  sketched  the  prominent  features  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Artillerj'  School  during  the  past  year,  but  I  am  unable  to  supplement 
the  report  by  a  detailed  account  of  the  results,  because  the  time  has  not 
arrived  for  the  final  examinations.  Still,  I  feel  warranted  in  sajing  that 
the  school  is  in  a  progressive  and  harmonious  condition  never  before 
reached  in  its  history,  and  that  the  officers  ui)oii  whom  the  management 
of  its  various  brandies  devolves  are  working  with  a  zeal  which  only 
springs  from  the  heartfelt  desire  to  improve  and  be  useful. 

Tlie  post  lias  within  the  last  year  been  handsomely  supplied  with 
permanent  barracks  for  the  men,  and  credit  is  due  to  the  officer  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  stationed  here  (Capt.  L.  B.  Campbell,  A. 
Q.  M.)  for  the  manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  executed. 

Regarding  the  wants  of  the  Artillery  School,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
new my  recommendation  of  last  year,  that  the  erection  of  a  permanent 
fire-proof  building  for  the  library  be  considered  at  once,  for  I  believe 
that  the  desire  exists  in  no  quarter  that  valuable  books  should  be  un- 
necessarily exposed  to  damage  or  destruction. 

Concerning  the  conduct  of  the  school,  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
assistant  instructors  in  each  of  the  departments  of  artillerj^,  engineer- 
ing, law,  and  military  administration,  military  art  and  science,  military 
history  and  geograj^hy,  are  greatly  needed  to  relieve  the  strain  of  con- 
stant application  upon  the  officers  now  acting  as  instructors,  and  to 
provide  for  cases  of  sickness  among  them,  so  that  the  course  shall  not  be 
interrupted. 

I  deem  it  a  duty  again  to  invite  attention  to  the  importance  of  pro- 
viding proper  instruction  in  the  practical  handling  of  tori)edoes.  This 
subject  has  been  touched  upon  in  the  school,  but  the  lack  of  proper 
material  almost  precludes  i)rogress  in  the  matter  of  practice.  Torpedoes 
have,  however,  been  contrivSi  and  fired,  vaguely  illustrative  of  their 
effect,  but  it  is  highly  desirable  that  those  of  accepted  utility  be  fur- 
nished from  Willetts  Point  or  elsewhere  for  this  branch  of  instruction. 
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I  need  scarcely  say  that  the  handling  of  this  means  of  defense  is 
snre  to  devolve  upon  artillery  in  time  of  war,  and  4hat  there  api>ears 
no  reason  why  that  arm  should  not  be  made  mmiliar  with  this  species 
oi  warfore  in  time  of  peace,  especially  as  it  is  no  secret. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Colonel  Third  Artillery ^  Bvt  Maj.  Oeneralj  V.  8.  -4..,  Commanding. 

The  Adjutant-General^  TJ.  S.  A., 

Washingtofi,  D.  C. 


»i 
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OF 


THE  JUDGE-ADVOCATE-GENERAL 


War  Department, 
Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

Octohm-  8,.  1879. 

Sir  :  111  compliance  with  circular  of  the  Gth  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  fiuiiLsh  tlie  following  report  of  the  business  of  this  Bureau  for  the  year 
between  October  1,  1878,  and  October  1,  1879: 

Xumbcr  of  j^enoral  court-martial  records  rp<civcil,  reviewed,  and  registered. ..     l,t)73 

Nuinb(*r  of  reports  made  and  opinions  furnished  ui)ou  ( ourt-martial  proceedings, 
ai>plications  for  remission  of  sentence,  &c.,  and  u]Mm  the  misceUaneous  ques- 
tions of  law  refeiTed  to  the  Judge- Advocate-General  for  opinion  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War 898 

Number  of  official  applications  from  the  War  and  Treasury  Departments  for 

abstracts  of  ])roceoding8  of  trials,  &c.,  answered 1, 087 

Copies  of  records  furnished  under  the  114th  Article  of  War,  &c.,  pages 10, 558 

The  following  schedule,  which  is  similar  to  the  one  presented  in  my 
last  annual  report,  exhibits  the  number  of  convictions  in  the  Army  of 
the  oftenses  indicated,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  general  courts-martial 
received  at  the  Bui^eau  during  the  past  year: 

For  absence  wifluait  leave 281) 

For  advising  soldier  to  desert 1 

For  allowing  prisoner  to  escape 6 

For  assault  and  battery 72 

For  assault  with  intejit  to  kill 10 

For  breach  of  aiTcst 8 

For  desertion --.    378 

For  disobedi<n»t^  <»f  orders 100 

For  disrespect  to  superior  officer ;— *29 

For  drunkenness 138 

For  drunkenness  on  duty 201 

F'»r  einbt^zrlement,  &c 10 

For  laiiure  to  attend  drill,  roll-call,  &c "  81 

For  larceny 117 

For  mutiny  and  mutinous  conduct 8 

For  TU'glect  of  duty 49 

For  presenting  fraudulent  claim 2 

For  olfering  violence  to  superior  officer 9 

For  quitt  ing  guard  or  past  as  sentinel ^ 107 

For  quitting  platoon  or  division  without  leave 7 

For  selling,  losing,  or  wiisting  government  property- - 96 

For  sleeping  on  post 64 

For  ''conduct  luibecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman"  (not  iucluded  under  pre- 
vious heads) 10 

For  disorders,  &c.,  charged  as  "conduct  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military 

discipline  "  (not  included  under  previous  heads) 462 

For  miscellaneous  (not  included  under  any  previous  head) 41 

By  comparing  this  list  with  that  contained  in  my  last  year's  report,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  the  cases  of  convictions  of  desertion  are  increased 
by  twenty -four.    My  examinations  of  the  records  of  trials  induce  the 


192  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

belief  that  the  principal  or  most  conspicaoas  causes  of  desertion  in  the 
Army  are :  1,  driinkenness,  or  rather  indulgence  in  intoxicating  liquors : 
2,  oppressive  or  injudicious  treatment  of  soldiers  by  non-commissionea 
officers,  and  especially  first  sergeants,  of  companies,  invested  with  an 
excess  of  authority.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  no  enlistments  were  made 
except  of  men  known  to  be  of  confirmed  habits  of  sobriety  and  assured 
moral  character,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  wants  and  interests  of  sol- 
diers were  uniformly  investigated  and  attended  to  by  their  company  offi- 
cers in  persouj  the  men  being  authorized  and  encouraged  to  have 
recourse  directly  to  their  officers  whenever  aggrieved  or  ne^ling  advice^ 
and  the  non-commissioned  officers  precluded  from  exercising  any  form 
of  arbitrary  power  over  their  inferiors,  the  number  of  desertions  in  the 
Army  would,  I  am  confident,  be  very  considerably  diminished.  And  in 
this  connection  I  would  express  my  concurrence  in  the  views  of  Major- 
General  McDowell  on  the  subject  of  the  causes  and  cures  of  desertion^ 
set  forth  in  Oeneral  Order  No.  3,  issued  from  the  headquarters  of  his 
Division,  dated  June  23  last. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  constant  and  valuable 
work  accomplished  by  my  Assistants,  as  well  as  by  the  clerks  and  other 
persons  employed  at  the  Bureau,  during  the  year. 

The  officers  of  the  corps  of  Judge- Advocates  not  on  duty  at  the  Bureaa 
have  performed  their  varied  and  important  duties  with  their  usual  effi- 
ciency, so  far  as  is  known  to  me.  Eeports  of  judge-advocates  (and 
acting  judge-advocates)  of  military  departments,  so  far  as  received,  are 
herewith  inclosed  for  such  retercDce  as  may  be  desired,  and  as  illustrat- 
ing the  character  of  tbe  services  required  of  these  officers.  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  this  class  of  officers  cannot  be  furnished  in  all  cases 
with  suitable  libraries  of  legal  works  of  reference,  to  be  kept  at  the 
department  headquarters.  Frequently  called  upon  as  they  are,  in  the 
course  of  their  duties,  to  examine  the  statute  law  and  rulings  of  the 
courts  of  the  States  and  Territories  included  in  their  departments,  to 
ad\  ise  upon  questions  of  law  arising  in  tbe  administration  of  the  depart- 
ment commands,  to  prepare  military  charges  and  conduct  military  prose- 
cutions, a«  well  as  occasionally  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of  cases  for 
trial  or  in  the  defenses  to  be  made  by  officers  sued  or  prosecute  in  the 
civil  tribunals,  these  Judge- Advocates  should,  it  is  deemed  manifest,  be 
furnished  with  a  selection  of  legal  treatises,  reports,*  and  statutes  for 
reference  and  study ;  and  to  deny  or  unreasonably  restrict  them  in  this 
respect,  is  both  unjust  to  themselves  as  skilled  and  faithful  officials  and 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  military  service.  Such  a  course  may 
also  induce  an  unnecessary  public  expense  in  the  retaining  and  paying 
of  lawyers  in  cases  where  the  services  required  might  be  as  well  per- 
formed by  the  judge-advocates  were  they  supplied  with  the  necessary 
tools  of  their  profession.  In  view  of  these  considerations,  applications 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  law  libraries  for  department  head- 
quarters have  been  repeatedly  made  by  me  and  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  but  have  not  been  favored  by  Congress.  The  very  small 
contingent  fund  at  present  allowed  to  the  Biu-eau,  $250,  even  if  legally 
applicable,  would  not  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose;  indeed,  the  same 
does  not  suffice  to  provide  the  Bureau  with  the  proper  books  for  its  own 
use,  since  from  this  fund  it  must  also  supply  iiself  with  the  stationery 
and  furniture,  and  meet  the  various  incidental  expenses,  required  for  the 
office  in  Washington.  Permit  nie  to  ask  that  the  advisabieness  of  sup- 
plying the  headquarters  of  military  departments  with  the  libraries  indi- 
cated may  be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

In  connection  with  this  report  I  desire  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
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Secretary  of  War  to  the  amendment  of  the  one  hundred  and  third  article 
of  war.  which  has  heretofore  passed  the  Senate,  but  has  failed  to  go 
througn  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  (though  favorably  reported  by 
its  MUitary  Committee),  and  the  adoption  of  which,  as  settling  a  pro- 
tracted controversy,  is,  in  my  judgment,  imperatively  called  for. 

The  amended  article,  as  accepted  and  passed  by  the  Senate,  is  as 
follows : 

A  BILL  to  amend  the  one  hundred  and  third  article  of  war. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Setmie  and  Home  of  Eepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  one  hundred  and  third  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Article  103.  No  person  shall  be  tried  or  punished  by  a  court-martial  for  any  offense 
committed  more  than  two  years,  or  in  a  case  of  desertion  three  years,  before  the  arraign- 
ment of  such  person  for  such  offense,  unless  he  may  meanwhile  have  absented  himself 
from  the  United  States,  in  which  case  the  time  of  his  absence  shall  be  excluded  in 
computing  the  period  of  the  limitation. 

I  scarcely  need  again  remind  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  singular 
anomaly  dwelt  upon  by  me  in  former  reports,  that  while  the  prosecution 
of  all  other  military  crimes  is  admitted  to  be  limited  by  the  existing 
article  to  the  period  of  two  years  therein  prescribed,  the  crime  of  desertion 
has  been  heretofore  held  and  treated  by  the  majority  of  commanders  in 
the  Army  to  be  practically  unaffected  by  the  limitation,  so  that  a  deserter 
may  be  brought  to  trial  at  any  time  after  his  offense,  or^  in  other  words, 
remain  liable  to  arrest  and  punishment  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Thus,  under 
this  doctrine  and  practice,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  who  may  have  de- 
serted and  be  still  aUve,  may  at  any  moment  be  apprehended,  tried  by 
court-martial,  and  sentenced  to  a  term  of  imprisonmcmt,  though  by  an 
exemplary  and  valuable  life  of  more  than  hafr  a  century  he  may  have 
atoned  over  and  over  for  the  dereliction  of  his  youth.  In  other  words, 
he  remains  under  a  liability  from  which  a  soldier  guilty  of  mutiny  or 
cowardice  in  battle,  or  a  civilian  guilty  of  manslaughter,  robbery,  rape, 
arson,  or  high  treason,  is  exempt  under  the  existing  law  of  the  land. 
"  Statutes  of  limitation,^  as  observed  by  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  "  rest  upon  sound  policy,  and  tend  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
society."  Wharton  remarks  of  them  that  they  are  "  acts  of  amnesty  and 
grace,  to  be  liberally  construed  in  favor  of  the  defendant,"  and  at  the 
same  time  '^  checks  imposed  by  the  State  itself  to  exact  vigilant  activity 
upon  its  subalterns."  They  are  indeed  found  in  all  modern  codes  as  the 
expression  not  merely  of  an  enlightened  humanity  but  of  sound  sense 
and  practical  policy;  and  for  our  military  laws  to  exclude  from  their  ap- 
plication any  particular  class  of  offenders*  against  military  discipline 
would  seem  to  be  unworthy  the  dignity  of  the  government,  as  well  as 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  military  service  in  inducing  a  lack 
of  promptness  and  energy  in  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  guilty  per- 
sons. It  is  well  known  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  it  has  always  been 
held  by  the  Judge- Advocate-General,  (my  predecessor  in  office,  as  well  as 
myself  j )  that  the  existing  military  statute  of  limitations — the  article  of  war 
above  mentioned — ^is  a  general  statute  applying  to  desertion  in  the  same 
manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  to  all  other  military  offenses,  and  that 
the  same  conclusion  has  been  held  and  expressed  by  the  honorable  Attor- 
ney-General in  three  successive  official  opinions,  and  indeed  publicly 
approved  and  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  a  General  Order  (No. 
08)  issued  from  the  War  Department  in  1874.  I  do  not  propose,  how- 
ever, to  contest  here  the  opposite  doctrine  above  referred  to,  but,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  same  has  been  repeatedly  pronounced  against  by  the 
highest  legal  adviser  of  the  government,  and  of  the  fact  that,  while  the 
construction  of  the  Article  remains  thus  in  conflict,  the  due  administra- 
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tion  of  military  law  most  be  constantly  embarrassed,  and  iivjiistice  and 
oppression  be  not  onfi^uently  wrought  in  individual  caaes^I  desire  sim- 
ply to  urge  that  the  grave  existing  complication  and  difBicnlty  be  fully  and 
finally  removed  by  legislation  such  as  that  already  initiated.  In  his  an- 
nual report  of  If  ovember  19, 1877,  the  present  Secretary  of  War  approved 
such  legislation  and  recommended  its  adoption  by  Congress.  It  is  earn- 
estly desired  that  this  recommendation  may  be  repeated.  At  present, 
indeed,  when  parties  are  brought  to  trial  for  desertions  committed  many 
years  before,  and  sentenced,  the  President,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Judge- Advocate-General,  in  the  majority  of  cases  intervenes,  through 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and,  by  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power,  sets 
free  the  prisoner.  But  this  fact,  which  forcibly  illustrates  the  iiyustice 
and  impolicy  of  such  trials,  shows  also  that  the  existing  law  or  practice 
is  most  faulty  in  permitting  the  same  to  be  had  at  all. 

I  desire  further  to  reiterate  here  my  conviction  that  the  adoption  of 
an  article  of  war  making  gambling  a  punishable  offense  in  the  Army,  as 
it  has  loug  been  in  the  Na^^y,  would  subserve  the  best  interests  of  the 
military  service.  A  bill,  framed  for  the  purpose,  was  agreed  upon  and 
reported  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  April,  1878,  but 
was  not  finally  acted  upon.  This  bill  is  clear  and  cx)mprehensive  in  it« 
terms,  and,  if  passed  and  duly  executed,  would,  it  is  believed,  effectually 
supi)ress  a  practice  which,  while  it  demoralizes  the  service  wherever 
permitted  ami  gravely  prejudices  its  good  order  and  discipline,  puts  in 
jeopardy  the  means  of  support  of  families,  and  is  thus  an  unqualified 
public  evil. 

I  would  lastly  ask  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  two  de- 
fects in  the  existing  articles  of  war,  which,  though  heretofore  brought  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  remain  as  yet  without  correction.  One 
of  these  is  the  employment  in  Article  72  of  the  word  "  generaP  before 
"  officers,"  in  prescribing  by  what  officers  the  superior  courts-martial 
may  be  convened.  By  the  use  of  this  word  the  article  incapacitates  any 
officer  below  the  rank  of  general — a  colonel,  for  examj^le — who  is  in  com- 
mand of  a  military  department,  from  ordering  such  a  court.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  all  department  commanders,  of  whatever  rank,  should  be 
invested  with  the  same  authority  in  this  particular,  and  accordingly  that 
the  word  "  general''  in  the  first  line  of  the  article  should  be  struck  out 
by  legislation.  The  provision,  as  it  now  stands,  has  in  several  instances 
caused  very  considerable  embarrassment  in  the  administration  of  mili- 
tary justice.  The  other  defect  had  in  view  is  in  the  framing  of  the 
present  one  hundred  and  foiuth  article,  which  in  terms  precludes  the 
execution  of  a  sentence  of  court-martial  except  where  the  "  whol^  pro- 
ceedings "  of  the  same  have  been  approved  by  the  reviewing  ofiScer. 
This  term  has  been  construed  hi  practice  to  mean  the  material  proceed- 
ings, i.  e.,  the  proceedings  material  to  the  legal  validity  of  the  sentence 
or  punishment  ai)i)roved.  The  Article,  however,  as  worded,  is  likely  to 
mislead,  and  should  properly  be  modified.  A  bill  amending  it  was,  in- 
deed, reported  by  the  Senate  Military  Committee  in  1878,  but  no  further 
action  appears  to  have  been  taken. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

W.  M.  DUXN, 
Judge-AdvocaieQencral. 

lion.  (lEO.  W.  McCrary, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Judge-Advocate's  Office, 
Fort  Omaha,  Nebr,,  September  10, 1879. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  instrnctions  contained  in  circniar  received  September  9, 
1879,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  the  operations  of  this  department  since  my 
last  annual  report,  dated  August  20,  1878. 

From  the  1st  day  of  August,  1878,  up  to  the  31st  day  of  July,  1879, 253  sets  of  charges 
have  been  received,  which  have  been  revised,  approved,  amended,  referred,  and  re- 
turned or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Of  that  number  227  were  referred  for  trial  to  appropriate  courts,  23  were  returned 
for  trial  by  inferior  courts,  withdrawn,  disapproved,  &c. 

Two  hundred  and  four  have  been  tried,  6  were  returned  untried,  the  accused  having 
escaped ;  5  were  returned  untried,  the  accused  having  been  discharged;  3  withdrawn ; 
1  transferred ;  1  on  file,  and  7  pending. 

The  offenses  tried,  included  26  charges  of  desertion,  19  of  desertion  connected  with 
other  grave  offenses,  and  15  for  theft<  The  remainder  were  of  the  usual  character  of 
military  crimes. 

Two  nundred  and  thirteen  records  of  trials  by  general  court s-martial  have  been  re- 
ceived, examined,  and  the  decision  and  orders  oi  the  commanding  general  indorsed 
thereon.  Of  this  number  15  were  inclosed  with  advice  and  returned  for  amendment, 
reconsideration,  and  further  procedure. 

Seventy-five  general  court-martial  orders  (No.  54,  current  series,  inclusive,)  have 
been  prepared,  revisetl,  corrected,  and  published,  and  212  records  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice,  Wai*  Department. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  records  of  garrison  courts-martial  have 
been  received,  re\i8ed,  and  filed  in  this  office,  a»  required  by  General  Orders  No.  28, 
War  Department,  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  series  of  1877. 

Total  number  of  cases  tried  in  this  department,  since  last  annual  report,  1,575. 

In  the  transaction  of  the  foregoing  matters,  288  letters  have  been  sent,  and  336  in- 
dorsements have  been  written  and  transmitted.  Three  hundred  and  thirty-three  let- 
ters have  been  received  and  given  due  attention. 

It  is  deemed  proper  to  remark  that  the  administration  of  military  Justice  in  this 
department  during  the  past  year  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 

Causes  have  been  promptly  tried,  and  the  proceedings  revised  and  promulgated 
without  delay.  The  various  matters  submitted  to  this  office  for  examination  and  ad- 
vice have  received  early  attention,  and  it  is  believed  have  been  approved. 

The  want  of  a  suitable  supply  of  standard  books  of  reference,  nowever,  is  severely 
felt,  and  this  difficulty  is  aggravated  by  the  removal  of  headquarters  to  this  fort-,  it 
thus  becoming  more  inconvenient  and  difficult  to  obtain  access  to  the  authorities  con- 
tained in  private  libraries  in  the  city. 

I  therefore  again  beg  leave  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  of 
department  to  this  matter,  in  order  that  it  may  reach  the  attention  of  superior  au- 
thority, and  an  effort  be  made  to  induce  the  enactment  of  legislation  providing  a 
limited  contingent  fund  for  the  supply  of  judge-advocates  on  duty  at  department 
headquarters  with  late  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  Opin- 
ions of  the  Attorneys-General  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  such  other  authorities 
as  are  important  to  the  full  comprehension  of  the  laws  and  decisions  affecting  the  dis- 
charge 01  their  duties.  In  thus  renewing  the  suggestions  of  this  office  made  in  annual 
reports  of  1875  and  1876.  it  is  believed  to  be  unnecessary  to  restate  the  reasons  there 
enumerated,  or  to  iustinr  the  correctness  of  the  views  then  expressed. 

Entrusted,  as  Juage-ad vocates  are,  with  the  duty  of  advising  concerning  the  various 
important  matters  relating  to  the  duties,  rights,  and  responsioilities  of  all  persons  in 
the  military  service,  not  only  as  to  their  relations  with  the  Army,  but  as  affecting  their 
obligations  as  citizens  under  the  law  of  the  land^  it  is  hoped  provision  for  the  needed 
facilities  will  be  again  urged  and  the  propriety  of  granting  them  be  recognized. 
I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  BURNHAM, 
Judge-Advocate,  United  States  Army. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Platte,  Fort  Omaha,  Nehr, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota, 

Juikje-Advocate^s  Office, 
8a%nt  Paul,  Minn.,  September  13,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  business  of  this 
office  for  the  year  ending  August  31^  1979. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  commissioned  officers  tried  within  this  department  during 
the  period  indicated: 

1.  Capt.  James  S.  Casey,  Fifth  Infantry.    Tried  at  Fort  Keogh,  Mont.,  by  the  gen- 
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©ral  court-martial  appointed  by  Special  Orders  Nos.  91  and  93,  series  of  1878,  from 
these  headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieut.  CoL  J.  N.  G.  Whistler,  Fifth  Infantry,  was 
president.  Proceedings  promulgated  in  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  47,  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  Adjntant-GeneraFs  Office,  of  November  8,  1878.  Sentenced 
**  To  be  dismissed  the  service."    Sentence  remitted. 

2.  Capt.  James  T.  Peale,  Second  Cavalry.  Tried  at  Fort  Keoeh,Mont.,  by  the  gen- 
eral court-martial  appointed  by  Sf>ecial  Orders  Nos.  91  and  93,  series  of  1878,  from 
these  headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieut.  Col.  J.  N.  G.  Whistler,  Fifth  Infantry,  was 
president.  Proceedings  promulgated  in  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  96,  of  De- 
cember 23,  1878,  from  these  headquarters.  Sentenced  **  To  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
fifty  (50)  dollars  per  month  of  his  pay  for  the  period  of  three  months,  and  to  be  sus- 
pended from  rank  and  command,  aud  confined  to  the  limits  of  his  post  for  the  same 
period."    Sentence  disapproved. 

3.  Capt.  John  Mix,  Second  Cavalry.  Tried  at  Fort  Keogh,  Mont.,  by  the  general 
court-martial  ax)pointed  by  Special  Orders  Nos.  91  and  93,  series  of  1878,  from  these 
headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieut.  Col.  J.  N.  G.  Whistler,  Fifth  Infantry,  was  presi- 
dent. Proceedings  promulgated  in  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  96,  of  December 
23, 1878,  from  these  headquarters.  Sentenced  *^  Tobe  reprimanded  by  the  department 
commander."    Sentence  approved, 

4.  Capt.  George  K.  Sanderson,  Eleventh  Infantry.  Tried  at  Fort  Keogh,  Mont.,  by 
the  general  court-martial,  appointed  by  Special  Orders  Nos.  91  and  93,  series  of  1878, 
from  these  headquarters,  and  of  which  Col.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  Fifth  Infantry^  was  pres- 
ident. Proceedings  promulgated  in  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  97,  of  December 
24,  1878,  from  these  headquarters.    Acquitted.    Findings  not  approved. 

5.  Capt.  E.  J.  Spauldin^,  Second  Cavalry.  Tried  at  Fort  Keogh,  Mont.,  by  the 
general  court-martial  apjiomted  by  Special  Orders  Nos.  91  and  93,  series  of  1878,  from 
these  headquarters,  and  of  which  Col.  Nelson  A.  Miles.  Fifth  Infantry,  was  president. 
Proceedings  promulgated  in  General  Court-Martial  Ordei's  No.  97,  of  December  24, 
1878,  from  these  headquarters.  Sentenced  ^^To  be  reprimanded  by  the  department 
commander."    Sentence  approved. 

6.  Capt.  Thomas  H.  French,  Seventh  Cavalry.  Tried  at  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Dakota,  by  the  general  court-martial  appointed  by  paragraph  2,  Sxiecial  Orders  No. 
145,  and  Special  Orders  No.  154,  series  of  1878,  from  tnese  headquarters,  and  of  which 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Gilbert,  Seventh  Infantry,  was  president.  Proceedings  promulgated 
in  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  19,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  AcUutant-Generars 
Office,  of  March  26,  1879.  Sentenced  **To  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United 
States."    Commuted  **To  suspension  from  rank  on  half-pay  for  one  year," 

7.  Second  Lieut.  Lovell  H.  Jerome,  Second  Cavalry.  Tried  at  Saint  Paul,  Minn., 
by  the  general  court-martial  appointed  by  paragraph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  145,  series 
of  1878,  from  these  headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieut.  Col.  Pinkney  Lugenbeel,  First 
Infantry,  wiis  president.    Proceedings  not  published. 

8.  Capt.  Walter  Clifford,  Seventh  Infantry.  Tried  at  Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  by  the 
general  court-martial  appointed  by  para^aph  1,  Special  Orders  No.  5,  current  series, 
from  these  headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieut.  Col.  Pinkney  Lugenbeel,  First  Infantry, 
was  president.  Proceedings  promulgated  in  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  10, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-Generars  Office,  of  February  8,  1879.  Sentenced 
**To  be  dismissed  the  service."    Sentence  not  confirmed. 

9.  First  Lieut.  Nelson  Bromson,  Sixth  Infantry.  Tried  at  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Dakota,  by  the  general  court-martial  appointed  by  paragraph  2,  Si)ecial  Orders  No. 
145,  and  Special  Orders  No.  154,  series  of  1878,  from  these  headquarters,  and  of  which 
Col.  Samuel  D.  Star^,  Seventh  Cavalry,  was  president.  Proceedings  promulgated  in 
General  Court-Martial  Ordei-s  No.  50,  of  May  26,  of  1879,  from  these  headquarters. 
Acquitted.  Findings,  except  to  the  first  and  second  additional  charges  jmd  their  speci- 
fications, approved. 

10.  First  Lieut.  David  Q.  Rousseau,  Fifth  Infantry.  Tried  at  Fort  Keogh,  Mont. , 
by  the  general  court-martial  appointed  by  Special  Orders  No.  43,  current  series,  from 
these  headquarters,  and  of  which  Maj.  George  Gibson,  Fifth  Infantry,  was  president. 
Proceedings  not  yet  published. 

11.  Capt.  E.  C.  Giloreath,  Eleventh  Infantry.  Tried  at  Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  by  the 
general  court-martial  appointed  by  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  63,  parapraph  3, 
Special  Orders  No.  71,  and  paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No.  74,  current  series,  from 
those  headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Huston,  jr.,  Sixth  Infantry,  was 
president.  Proceedings  promulgated  in  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  75,  of  July 
19,  1879,  from  these  headquarters.    Acquitted.    Findings  approved, 

12.  Capt.  0.  B.  Read,  Eleventh  Infantry,  Tried  at  Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  by  the  gen- 
eral court-martial  appointed  by  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  63,  paragraph  3, 
Special  Orders  No.  71,  and  paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No.  74,  series  of  1879,  from 
these  headquarters,  and  of  which  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Huston,  jr..  Sixth  Infantry,  was 
president.  Proceedings  promulgated  in  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  75,  of  July 
19,  ia79,  from  these  headquarters.    Acquitted.    Findings  approved. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  number  of  cases  of  enlisted  men  tried  by  general  court- 
martial  at  the  several  posts  within  the  department : 

Fort  Snelling.Minn 54 

FortTotten,  Dak 7 


Fort  Pembina,  Dak 
FortBuford,  Dak.... 
Fort  A.  Lincoln ,  Dak , 
Fort  Stevenson,  Dak, 

Fort  Yates,  Dak 

Fort  Bennett,  Dak  . . . 
Fort  Sully,  Dak 


4 

7 
51 

3 
13 
15 

1 


Fort  Randall,  Dak 

Fort  Meade,  Dak 

Fort  Shaw,  Mont....... 

Fort  Ellis,  Mont 

Fort  Logan,  Mont 

Fort  Missoula,  Mont .... 

Fort  Keogh,  Mont 

Fort  Custer,  Mont 

Fort  Assinniboine,  Mont. 


6 
26 
10 
21 

3 

18 
45 

9 

4 


Total 


297 


The  aggregate  is  297,  apportioned  among  the  different  organizations  as  follows : 

Medical  Department 

First  Cavalry 

Second  Cavalry 

Third  Cavalry 

Fifth  Cavalry 

Seventh  Cavalry 

First  Infantry 

Third  Infantry 


3 

1 

47 

4 

1 

54 

11 

23 


Fifth  Infantry 

Sixth  Inf antiy 

Seventh  Infantry 

Eleventh  Infantry  . .  - 
Seventeenth  Infantry 
Eighteenth  Infantry. 
Twentieth  Infantry.. 
Unassigned 


22 

26 

58 

24 

18 

3 

1 

1 


Total 


297 


Of  these,  269  resulted  in  conviction  and  28  in  acquittal. 

The  different  offenses  charged  in  the  foregoing  cases  were  as  follows : 

Violation  of  the  seventeenth  article  of  war  (losing  or  spoiling  arms) 17 

Violation  of  the  twentieth  article  of  war  (disrespect  to  commanding  officer) 3 

Violation  of  the  twenty-first  article  of  war  (disobedience  of  orders) 20 

Violation  of  the  twenty-fourth  article  of  war  (quarrels  and  frays) 1 

Violation  of  the  thirty-first  article  of  war  (lyine  out  of  (quarters) 3 

Violation  of  the  thirty-second  article  of  war  (absence  without  leave) 50 

Violation  of  the  thirty-third  article  of  war  (absence  from  parade) 11 

Violation  of  the  thirty-seventh  article  of  war  (hiring  duty) 1 

Violation  of  the  thirty-eighth  article  of  war  (drunkenness  on  duty) 55 

Violation  of  the  thirty-ninth  article  of  war  (sleeping  on  post) 22 

Violation  of  the  fortieth  article  of  war  (quitting  guard^ 17 

Violation  of  the  forty-seventh  article  of  war  (desertion^ : 59 

Violation  of  the  fiftieth  article  of  war  (re-enlisting  without  discharge) 2 

Violation  of  the  sixtieth  article  of  war  (theft  of  arms,  &c. ) 23 

Neglect  of  duty 11 

Of^nses  falling  within  the  purview  of  the  sixty-second  article  of  war,  as  con- 
duct to  the  prejudice  of  ffood  order  and  military  discipline «      146 

Total  number  of  enlist)eid  men  tried  by  general  court-martial  in  this  department 
during  the  preceding  year,  224 :  showing  an  increase  during  the  present  year  of  73. 

Number  of  sentences  remitted  by  the  department  conmiander  during  tne  past  year, 
39 ;  number  mitigated,  65. 

The  number  of  trials  for  the  crime  of  desertion  within  the  department  during  the 
preceding  year  was  45. 

The  foflowing  is  a  list  of  the  number  of  cases  tried  by  garrison  and  regimental  courts- 
martial  at  the  several  posts  within  the  department : 


Fort  Snelling,  Minn . 
Fort  Sisseton,  Dak. . 
FortTotten,  Dak... 
Fort  Pembina,  Dak . 
FortBuford,  Dak... 
Fort  Ljncoln,  Dak .., 
Fort  Hale,  Dak.  . ... 
Fort  Stevenson,  Dak 

Fort  Yates,  Dak 

Fort  Bennett,  Dak  . . 
Fort  Randall,  Dak... 

Fort  Sully,  Dak 

Fort  Meade,  Dak .... 


192 
18 
55 
35 

102 

156 

4 

15 

147 

96 

13 

7 

266 


Fort  Shaw,  Mont 77 

Fort  Ellis,  Mont 101 

Fort  Logan,  Mont 16 

Fort  Benton,  Mont 4 

Fort  Missoula,  Mont 100 

Fort  Assinniboine,  Mont 12 

Fort  Keogh^Mont 123 

Fort  Custer,  Mont 43 

Red  Cloud  Agencv,  Dak 1 

In  the  field 19 


1,602 
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The  aggregate  is  1, 602,  apportioned  amoag  the  different  organizations  a«  follows: 


Seventh  Infjftntry 837 

Eleventh  Infantry I88l 

Seventeenth  Infantry ^ S84 

Eighteenth  Infkntry 11 


^^•mm^ft 


i,eo8 


Second  Cavalry 172  . 

ThirdCavalry -     1 

Seventh  Cavalry 345 

First  Infantry 106 

Third  Infantry 180 

Pifth  Infantry 68 

Sixth  Infantry 147 

The  number  of  garrison  and  regimental  court  cases  received  during  the  preoeding 
year  was  1,256,  showing  an  increase  during  the  past  year  of  346. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respeotfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  P.  BARB, 
Judge-Advocate,  Department  of  Dakota. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Departrnent  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Judge-Advocate's  Office, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kane,,  October  1, 1879. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reports  of  cases  tried  by  courts-mar- 
tial in  this  department  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1879 : 

Commissioned  officers  tried 7 

Enlisted  men  tried  by  general  courts-martial 143 

Enlisted  men  tried  by  inferior  courts-martial ^ 1,061 

A  summary  of  my  duties  during  the  same  time  is  as  follows :  Beviewing  and  zevitinK 
under  the  direction  of  the  department  commander  the  proceedings  of  conrts-martiu 
herein  reported,  receiving  and  revising  charges  and  repdrting  on  the  propriefer  of 
bringing  them  to  trial  before  courts-martial,  giving  my  opinion  upon  ndsoSlaneoos 
questions  of  law  when  required  to  do  so  by  the  ctepartment  commander,  appearing 
as  counsel  before  civil  courts  in  causes  affecting  the  military  service  when  requirea 
80  to  do  by  the  same  authority,  inspecting  quarterly  the  military  prisoners  confined  in 
State  penitentiaries  within  the  department,  inspecting  quarterly  the  accounts  of  dis- 
bursing-officers  of  the  military  service  at  this  i)oint  and  vicinity,  and  such  other  mia- 
•cellaneous  duties  pertaining  to  the  military  service  as  have  been  designated  by  tha 
department  commander.  I  have  also  officiated  as  j udge-ad vocate  of  the  general  oourts- 
niartial  appointed  in  orders  from  the  War  Department  during  the  year  for  the  trial  of 
Col.  D.  S.  Stanley,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  and  Capt.  Thomas  Blair,  Fifteenth 
Infantry. 

I  desire  to  invite  attention  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  last  report  respecting 
the  necessity  of  a  complete  revision  and  amendment  of  the  Articles  of  War. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  SWAIM, 
Judge- Advocate,  United  States  Army, 

To  the  Judge  Advocate-Oenkral  of  the  Army. 


Headquarters  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

Judge- Ad vocate^s  Office, 
Governor's  Island^  New  York  Harbor,  October  12, 1879. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instnictions  of  the  8th  ultimo  I  have  the  honor  to 
Hubmit  the  following  report  of  matters  pertaining  to  my  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1879 : 

Number  of  cases  of  general  court-martial  tried  during  the  year 143 

Commissioned  officers •••      3 

Non-commissioned  officers 20 

Privates 120 

143 
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Of  tlw  143  cMW  tried  by  genent  oanrt-mutdal,  tlkere  wWe  Ibr — 

TioUtlODoftweotiethUtiDbof  war 1 

VfolatioQ  of  twentj-flMt  Brtidoof  wftt — ...  6 

Tlolfttionoftliirt7-fint  article  of  war 4 

Violation  of  thlrty-Beoond  artiole  of  war  (absence  withoat  leAve) 93 

Violationof  thirtf-thiidartioleof  war 2 

TiolatiOD  of  tiilrty-eighth  article  of  war{dnuikennesson  daty) 18 

TioIatioD  of  thirtf-iiiSth  article  of  war 9 

-   Violation  of  fortieth  article  of  war 1 

Violation  of  forty-seventh  article  of  war  (desertion) 34 

Violation  of  sIxtjr-eeMnd  article  of  war,  viz : 

Condnct  prejndicial,  &.o 37 

Negleot  of  duty 4 

Larceny 6 

143 
Of  this  number,  131  were  found  gnilty  and  sentenced  (one  of  them,  however,  receir- 

inRa mitigation),  and  12  wholly  acquitted. 
The  following  table  shows,  approximately,  certain  fractions  not  being  eoDudeied, 

the  average  strenrth  for  the  year  of  the  several  posts  in  the  Department  of  the  East, 

and  the  number  of  deaertiona  from  each : 


Pom. 

1 

a 

Port, 

! 

, 

Si 

i 

SOS 

■i 

m 

i'«t. 

i 

jll 

,.. 

Mm 

.11 

_       _. 

^ 

2 

* 

Z'l 

3 

1 

i 

I'-'rtBnidy 

The  number  of  cases  of  Karrison  courts -martial  received  during  the  year  for  exami- 
nation and  file  have  been  1,018. 

Until  the  S3d  of  last  Hay,  my  attention  was  so  mnch  occupied  as  "counsel  for  the 
Kovernment"  in  the  investigation  instituted  by  order  of  the  Fresideut  iuto  the  case  of 
FItz-John  Port«r,  that  it  was  with  conHiderablc  difficulty  the  curreut  buaineas  was 
attended  to. 

The  attention  of  the  m^Jor-general  commanding  the  liiyisiOD  is  invited  to  the  nnm- 
Iwr  of  cases  of  penitentiary  or  State  prison  offenses  disposed  of  by  general  conrta- 
martial. 

In  each  of  these  where  conviction  was  hod  the  felonious  nature  of  the  offenses  made 
dishoDorable  discharge  firom  the  service  a  prerequisite. 


200         REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

• 

As  the  status  of  a  soldier  is  considered  one  of  honor,  and  the  law  forbids  the  enlist- 
ment of  any  one  who  has  been  convicted  of  felony,  it  follows  that  it  would  be  highly 
injudicious,  where  any  soldier  has  been  found  guilty  of  such  oflPense,  to  require  his  sen- 
tence to  be  executed  at  a  military  post,  where  ne  would  continue  to  be  the  assooiate, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  of  those  soldiers  coniined  in  the  guard-house  for  petty  mil- 
itary delinquencies; 

The  conveniences  at  military  posts  for  the  proper  isolation  of  prisoners,  and  execu- 
tion of  their  sentences,  are  so  few  that  soldiers  in  confinement  necessarily  have  to  as- 
sociate together. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  has  ruled  that  the  ''military 
prison '^  in  Kansas  is  not  intended  fOr  soldiers  convicted  of  felony,  but  only  for  those 
convicted  of  purely  military  offenses,  and  who  may  after  execution  of  sentence  be  re- 
turned to  duty  with  their  regiments  or  corps.  From  this  it  follows  that  soldiers 
convicted  of  felonies  have  to  be  sent  to  State  prisons.  Sometimes,  however,  and  not 
inirequently,  the  offense  is  the  first  ever  committed  by  the  prisoner  after  many  years' 
faithful  and  honorable  service,  and  is  not  one  of  an  aggravated  nature.  By  sending 
him  to  the  State  penitentiary  to  associate  with  the  most  degraded  felons  destroys 
his  opportunity  for  future  usenilness,  and  may  have  the  effect  of  makiuff  him  a  oon- 
lirmed  criminal.  To  obviate  this,  the  State  of  New  York  has,  within  the  past  few 
years,  established  a  State  Reformatorv  Institution,  at  Elmira,  New  York,  where  offend- 
ers for  first  offenses  may  be  sent  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  provideii  the  punish- 
ment is  not  for  more  than  five  years.  At  this  place  the  prisoner  may,  by  good  conduct 
and  a  system  of  credits,  materially  shorten  his  term  of  imprisonment,  and  be  placed 
in  a  position  of  usefulness. 

During  the  month  of  August  I  made  a  careful  examination  of  this  excellent  insti- 
tution, and  earnestly  recommend  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  incarceration  there  of  such  fmilitary  offenders  as  may  be  con- 
victed of  penal  offenses,  in  the  discretion  of  general  courts-martial,  which  can  usually 
best  judge  firom  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  prisoner  whether  such  leniency  will  con- 
duce to  his  reformation. 

During  the  present  year,  under  instructions  of  the  commanding  seneral,  I  prepared 
the  necessary  bill,  presented  it  to  the  appropriate  committees  oi  the  New  York  State 
legislature  with  suitable  argument,  and  a  law  was  enacted  giving  the  United  Ststes 
jmisdiction  and  control  over  and  authority  to  lay  telegraph  wires  and  water  and  gas 
pipes  under  ^'Buttermilk  Channel,''  between  the  city  of  Brooklyn  and  Govmior's 
Island.  It  is  made  a  misdemeanor,  x)unishable  with  fine  and  imprisonment,  to  interfere 
directly  or  indirectly  with  either. 

The  State  of  New  York  owns  and  exercises  jurisdiction  over  all  land  below  Mgh- 
water  mark  on  navigable  streams  within  its  boundaries. 

As  the  United  States,  when  it  purchased  Governor's,  Bedloe's,  Ellis's,  and  David's 
Islands,  in  New  York  Harbor,  and  the  sites  bordering  thereon  of  Forts  Hamilton, 
Wadsworth,  and  Schuyler,  only  obtained  title  to  the  rights  of  the  prior  owners,  it  fol- 
lows that  all  the  docks  built  by  government  at  all  these  places  are  built  on  land 
which  it  neither  owns  nor  has  jurisdiction  over.  Offenses,  therefore,  committed  on 
such  docks,  of  a  criminal  nature,  will  be  cognizable  in  the  State  courts,  and  under 
State  laws ;  if  a  vessel  chooses  to  tie  up  to  any  of  such  docks  for  commercial  pur- 
poses, after  tcuderiufi:  dockage,  the  local  military  authorities  could  not  prevent  it. 

So  far  as  Governors  Island  is  concerned,  this  is  not  the  most  serious  part  of  it,  and 
as  I  am  thoroughly  ac(iiiaiutcd  with  the  character  of  New  York  Harbor,  and  have  re- 
ceived from  you  all  the  sanitary  papers,  this  report  may  with  propriety  discuss  them. 

At  low-water  mark  several  acres  of  ground  around  this  island  are  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  sun.  Over  this  ground  the  United  States  authorities  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion or  control,  yet  are  required  to  police  it. 

Bills  are  now  in  preparation  by  me,  under  the  major-general's  instruction  (aft«r  the 
engineer's  surveys  now  in  i)rogre8S  are  completed),  for  i)resentation  to  the  legislature 
at  its  next  session,  in  order  to  obtain  title  and  jurisdiction  over  such  lands. 

A  soa-wall  of  the  most  substantial  character  has  become  an  absolute  necessity  (one 
which  shall  include  this  land  laid  bare  at  low  tides) — 

Ist.  For  sanitary  reasons. 

2d.  As  a  great  and  substantial  improvement  to  the  navigability  of  New  York  Har- 
bor. 

Under  the  first  head  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  position  of  this  island,  interme- 
diately between  the  great  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  causes  all  the  sewerage 
of  those  cities,  and  largely  from  Jersey  City  and  Hoboken,  to  be  carried  past  its 
shores. 

The  waters  of  the  harbor  are  dense  with  this  organic  matter  and  filth,  and  twice 
during  the  twenty-four  hours,  with  the  fall  of  the  tide,  is  a  scum  deposited  on  the 
lar^e  surfaces  of  exposed  land  around  this  island,  to  dry  and  decompose  under  the 
action  of  the  sun.    That  a  pestilence,  cholera  or  yellow  fever,  has  not  visited  this 
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island  the  present  year  (as  in  years  before)  is  due  only  to  the  extraordinary  yigilance- 
and  activity  of  the  police  parties. 

The  namber  of  bodies  and  carcasses  found  on  the  shores  and  buried  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  almost  exceeds  belief. 

Second.  As  to  the  advantage  to  the  harbor,  it  is  but  a  comparatively  few  vears  ago 
that  Buttermilk  Channel,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  was  not  navigable.  Now, 
by  the  filling  in  of  Water,  South,  Washington,  and  West  streets,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  the  construction  of  the  Atlantic  Basin  in  Brooklyn,  and  series  of  wharves  in 
each  city.  Buttermilk  Channel  has  become  an  important  navigable  channel. 

By  the  construction  of  a  sea-wall  at  low-water  mark  the  navigability  of  the  chan- 
nel will  be  so  improved  that  vessels  of  the  largest  tonnage  may  be  aole  to  pass  to 
Atlantic  Docks  and  the  Erie  Basin,  and  the  dangers  of  navigation  over  the  rooks  and 
shallow  places  be  avoided.  At  the  same  time  much  valuable  space  would  be  obtained 
for  the  erection  at  a  future  time  of  suitable  government  warehouses  and  other  need- 
ful structures.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  will  renew  his 
recommendation  this  year  to  Confess  to  appropriate  sufficient  money  to  erect  and 
complete  the  sea-wall  without  delay. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  on  proper  presentation  of  the  case  to  the  com- 
mittees of  Congress,  from  the  evidences  and  charts  which  I  shall  be  prepared  to  pro- 
duce, an  appropriation  would  be  made  by  special  bill,  because  New  York  Harbor  is 
not  one  of  mere  local  advantage,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country. 

During  the  year,  I  have  on  several  occasions  appeared  in  the  State  or  United  States 
courts  to  represent  the  government  in  habeas  corpus  and  other  actions  in  which  it  was- 
interested,  and  in  each  case  have  to  report  a  successftil  conclusion. 

On  two  occasions,  in  which  the  minor-general  commanding  was  cited  to  appear,  with 
other  officers,  in  civil  actions,  on  subpoenas  duces  tecum — ^to  bring  the  public  books  and 
records— decisions  were  had;  one  in  the  New  York  State  supreme  court,  and  the  other 
in  the  United  States  circuit  court,  sustaining  the  points  raised  on  behalf  of  the  mi^or- 
^neral  commanding,  that  the  subncenas  were  improperly  issued.  In  the  latter  case, 
decision  was  onl^  had  after  special  argument  and  the  presentation  of  an  elaborate 
brief,  but  the  decision  from  the  United  States  circuit  court  is  one  which,  if  published 
to  the  division,  would  no  doubt  be  of  future  service  to  some  post  or  department  com- 
mander placed  in  a  like  situation.    I  have  not  yet  received  a  certified  copy. 

During  the  past  two  years  but  two  cases  had  to  be  returned  to  courts  for  reconsider* 
ntion,  and  in  each  the  errors  committed  were  inadvertent  or  of  a  clerical  character. 
This  may  possibly  be  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  in  a  numlSer  of  instances  where  charges 
have  been  sent  down  to  judge-advocates  to  try,  I  have  had  occasion  to  write  to  them 
fully  in  regard  to  the  law  bearing  upon  the  particular  case,  and  their  duties  in  the 
way  of  amending  specifications  in  x>articalar  instances,  and  the  character  of  evidence 
required  thereunder. 

An  extensive  correspondence  has  been  maintained  with  officers  of  the  Army  in  the 
division  and  elsewhere,  in  answer  to  inquiries  for  information  on  law  and  practice  in 
almost  every  conceivable  class  of  cases,  under  military  and  civil  law,  which  can  arise 
in  the  serWce.  This  description  of  duty,  being  viewed  as  an  incident  of  the  position 
I  sustain,  although  sometimes  burdensome,  is  one  which  I  have  always  felt  glad  to 
perform,  wnere  I  thought  I  could  be  of  service  to  an  officer  separated  from  suitable 
professional  books,  and  anxious  to  be  informed,  so  as  to  do  his  duty  properly. 
Very  resiiectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ASA  BIRD  GARDNER, 

Judge-Advocate* 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Military  Division  of  the  Jilantic. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Office  of  Judge- Advocate, 
Newport  Barracks,  Ky,,  September  30,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  annual  report  pertaining  to  the 
judge-advocate's  department,  from  October  1,  1878,  to  September  30,  1879  : 

Commissioned  officers  tried  by  general  court-martial None. 

Commissioned  officers  against  whom  charges  have  been  received,  but  not  tried, 
the  officer  resigning One. 

Enlisted  men  tried  by  general  courts-martial.  \ 

For  desertion 12 

For  drunkenness  on  duty 9 

For  theft 1 

For  absence  without  leave 8 
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F^rne^ectof  duty; 1 

For  violation  twenty-first  article  of  war 4 

Fov  violatiott  of  thmy^xnnth  article- of  waf * 5 

For  violation  of  fifty-second  article  of  war 1 

Fov  violiMion  of  sixty-seoond  article  of  war 12 

Tbtal 58 

Enlisted  men  tried  by  garrison  courts-martial — minor  offenses, 

▲T  JACKSON  BARRACKS,  LA. 

(Oarriaoa  in  oamp  at  Atlanta^  Qa;) 
Head(][uarters  and  4  companies  lliirteentli  Infantry 239 

AT  LTTTLB  ROCK  AND  HOT  SPRINGS,  ARK. 

Three  companies  Thirteenth  Infiuitiy 47 

There^re  bat  two  companies  at  Little  Rock  until  June  10, 1879,  when  thie  garrison 
waS' increased  by  the  tranuer  of  one  company  from  Baton  Rouge  Barracks. 

AT  MOUNT  "VERNON  BARRACKS,   ALA. 

Two  companies  Thirteenth  Infantry ., 16 

There  was  but  one  company  at  Mount  Vernon  until  Juno  10,  1879,  when  the  garri- 
son was  increased  by  the  transfer  of  one  company  from  Baton  Rouge  Barracks. 

AT  BATON  ROUGE  BARRACKS,   LA. 

Three  companies  Thirteenth  Infantry 29 

This  post  was  discontinued  June  10,  1879. 

AT  NE"VVPORT   BARRACKS,   KY. 

Detachments  Thirteenth  and  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Second  and  Fifth  Artillery, 
and  one  company  Thirteenth  Infantry •        20 

The  detachment  Eighteenth  Infantrv  (13  men)  left  post  April  13,  1879;  detachment 
Second  and  Fifth  Artillery  (13  men)  leit  post  June  2,  1879.  The  ganison  was  in- 
creased by  the  transfer  of  one  company  from  Baton  Rouge  Barracks,  May  31,  1879; 

« 

AT  MCPHERSON  BARRACKS,   OA. 

Headq^uarters  and  nine  companies  Eighteenth  Infantry  firom  September  30  to 

April  12 • 88 

Headquarters  and  seven  companies  Fifth  Artillery  since  April  12, 1879 59 

There  were  only  the  headquarters  and  four  companies  Fifth  Artillery  at  McPherson 
Barracks  up  to  June  14,  1879,  when  the  garrison  was  increased  by  the  temporary 
transfer  of  three  companies  from  Fort  Barrancas. 

AT  ClfATTANOOGA,  TENN. 

One  company  Eighteenth  Infantry 20 

This  post  was  discontinued  April  12,  1879. 

AT  FORT  JOHNSTON,  N.   C. 

One  company  Second  Artillery 20 

AT  CHARLESTON,   S.   C. 

Headquarters  and  three  companies  Fifth  Artillery..... 54 

This  post  was  discontinued  April  21,  1879. 
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AT  SAViUnrikll,  OA. 

One.c«nipan]r  Fifth.  AitUleiy.., 5 

TUis  post  waa  discoDtinned  ApcU  IB,  1679. 

AT  TORT.  BABaAMOAA,    VU. 

Three  compAuea  f^h  Artillerr „ 40 

Tha  Kunon  of  this  post  wm  tenmoruily  transfbned  to  HeFhenon  Bfemoke  Jtme 

14,  lew; 

AX  SKT  WXBT  BAKBAOH,  FIA. 

Tiro  <D«s>fiuuea  HA^  intillat^t 96 

AT  BAJurr  AtrauanKK/  i-la. 

Two  companies  Fifth  Artilleij SS 

fnluled  ntMoDiiARedatpMla  /i>r  minor  irr*gulariH^  aiti  vtokMuw  o/dlMlpttM  ondfMtf 
Mtdt 

At  Jackson  BarraokB 101 

At  Little  Rook  Banaclu 14 

At  Bat«n Rouge Bamoks... 44 

At  Moont  Yemon Barracks 3 

At  Newport  Bairttcks : 15 

AtMcPheiBOu  Barracks,  Eiehteeuth  Infantry 138 

At  McPhereon  Barracks,  Fifth  Artillery 163 

At  Chattanooga 15 

At  Charleston 33 

At  Key  West  Barracks 25 

At  Saint  AaKUBtuie 57 

At  Savannah 13 

At  FoTt  Johnston 45 

At  Fort  Barrancas 69 

It  is  fonnd  that  153  enlisted  men  were  tried  more  than  once,  and  some  as  many  as 
six  times.  The  following  tahlo  shows  the  number  of  cases,  and  also  the  actual  num- 
ber ot  individual  enlisted  men  (in  each  regiment)  tried  by  general  and  garrison  courts- 
martial. 

Beea^uJaliim  by  regiment. 


j 

KumbtrofcMM 

1 

1 

fi 

■3   , 

i 

Ri-EiiofBt. 

1 

■ 

i 
1 

Romukt. 

1 

8 

i 

118 

13 
12 

38 
3<M 

11.4 

ThirtwDtli  Infaott? 

»BhteeiitbIofiuitry.... 

Do. 

In  0  montbs  only. 

681 

1.240 

RespectfnllT  snbmitt«d. 

G.  B.  RUSSELL, 
Captain  yinth  Infantry,  d.  D.  C.,JHdije-Adwcate. 
The  Judoe-Advocate-General,  U.  8.  A^ 

WatkingUm,  D.  C. 
(Throngh  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Sooth.} 
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GARRISON  COURTS. 
Total  number  of  cases  tried  at  the  different  poets  since  October  1, 1878. 

Fort  Brown 284 

Fort  Clark 512 

Fort  Concho 54 

Fort  Duncan 98 

Fort  Mcintosh '. 124 

Fon  McKavett 149 

FortRinggold 214 

Post  of  San  Antonio 53 

Post  of  San  Felipe •. 80 

Fort  Stockton 30 

Cavalry  camp  on  Las  Moras  Creek,  &c 16 

Infantry  camp  on  Las  Moras  Creek,  &c 39 

Fort  Davis 45 

Fort  Griffin 17 

Post  of  San  Diego 2 


Total,  to  include  August,  1879 1,717 

Total  for  the  same  period  of  i)reeediug  year 1, 728 

Note. — The  difference  between  commanding  officers  makes  a  comparison  of  the  rel- 
ative number  of  cases  tried  useless  as  a  measure  of  the  comparative  efficiency  of  the 
discipline  at  difftrent  posts.  For  example,  it  is  customary  at  San  Felipe  to  punish 
every  breach  of  discipline,  however  trivial,  by  sentence  of  court-martial.  With  ono 
company  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry,  and  one  company  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  eighty 
cases  have  been  tried.  While  on  the  other  hand  comparatively  serious  offenses  are  only 
brought  before  courts  at  Fort  Stockton,  where,  with  two  companies  of  the  Tenth  Cav- 
alry and  tliree  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  there  have  been  only  thirty 
trials. 

Fines  amount  to  $10,716 ;  stoppages,  $41 ;  total  money  value,  $10,757. 
llespectfuUy  submitted, 

WM.  T.  HOWARD, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Artillery^  Acting  Judge-Advocate. 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished    the   Judge-Advocate-General, 
United  States  Army,  for  his  information. 

WM.  T.  HOWAIID, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Artillery^  Acting  Judge- Advocate, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Judge- Advocate^ 8  Office^  September  20,  1879. 
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War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

October  10, 1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  operations  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
June,  1879. 

The  balance  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1878,  in  the  Treasury 
to  the  credit  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  was, 
as  by  last  report $1,529,095  92 

The  apiiropriations  made  for  the  service  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  during  the  fiscal  year  were, 
injposs , \ 11,263,388  16 

Deficiencies  for  1878  and  prior  years 16, 352  76 

Amounts  depoaitM  to  credit  of  apx)rox)riaiions  and 
received  from  sales  to  officers  of  i)ublic  property 701, 427  42 

Total $13,510,264  26 

Remittances  to  disbursing  officers  have  amounted  to..  $11,214, 162  51 
Requisitions  to  pay  settlements  made  by  the  Treasury.  858, 967  70 

Amount  drawn  by  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence.  12, 135  50 

War  transfer  warrant  under  act  3d  March,  1875 7, 189  16 

Carried  to  surplus  fund,  act  30th  June,  1874 198, 108  26 


« 


Total 12,290,563  13 

Balance  in  Treasury  undrawn  at  end  of  30th  June,  1879 1,219,701  13 

A  table  accompanying  this  report  gives  the  amount  of  the  various 
items  of  appropriations,  remittances,  &c.,  in  detail. 

A  table  is  also  with  this  report  giving  the  annual  appropriations  and 
annual  expenditures  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  each  fiscal 
year  since  1st  of  July  1871. 

Keferring  to  this  table  for  details,  I  note  here  that  the  expenditures 
have  been  as  follows: 

In  the  year  ending  June  :iO,  1872 $12,722, 116  98 

In  the  year  ending  June  30,  1873 13,851,215  04 

In  the  year  ending  June  :»,  1874 14,558>317  01 

In  the  year  ending  June  30,  1875  12,570,392  92 

In  the  vear  ending  June  30,  1876 12,546,691  65 

In  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877 12,219,599  40 

In  the  year  ending  June  30,  1878 10,746,161  65 

In  the  year  ending  June  IK),  1879  (so  far  as  ascertained) 10, 758, 001  11 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  provid- 
ing the  means  of  transportation  by  land  and  water  for  all  troops  and  aU 
material  of  war.  It  furnishes  the  horses  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry, 
and  horses  and  mules  for  the  trains.  It  provides  and  distributes  cloth- 
ing, tents,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  forage,  lumber,  and  all  material 
for  camps  and  for  shelter  of  troops  and  stores.  It  builds  barracks,  store- 
houses, hospitals ;  provides  wagons  and  ambulances,  and  harness,  except 
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for  cavalry  and  artillery  horses;  builds  or  charters  ships,  steamers,  and 
boats,  docks  and  wharves:  constructs  and  repairs  roads,  railways,  and 
bridges;  clears  out  obstructions  in  rivers  and  harbors,  when  necessary 
for  military  purposes ;  provides,  by  hire  or  purchase,  grounds  for  military 
encampments  and  buUdings ;  pays  generally  all  expenses  of  military 
operations  not  by  law  assigned  to  some  other  department ;  and,  finally, 
it  provides  and  maintains  military  cemeteries  in  which  the  deaa  of  the 
Army  are  buried. 

Food,  arms,  ammunition,  medical  and  hospital  stores  are  purchased 
and  issued  by  other  departments,  but  -the  Quartermaster's  Department 
transports  them  to  the  place  of  issue  and  provides  storehouses  for  their 
preservation  until  consumed. 

The  corps  of  officers  upon  whom  all  these  duties  fall  has  been  reduced 
until  it  is  not  able  to  fill  well  every  post  at  which  an  officer  of  activity 
and  ability  is  needed. 

Many  officers  of  the  line  finding  themselves  charged  with  heavy  re- 
sponsibility as  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  and  having  insufficient 
assistance  at  frontier  posts,  ask  that  the  enlistment  of  post  quartermaster 
sergeants  may  be  allowed  by  law.  Such  non-commissioned  officers, 
selected  for  experience  and  fidelity  shown  in  actual  service,  would  be 
very  usefiil.  They  would  remain  at  posts  in  charge  of  the  property  when 
the  garrison  changed,  and  thus  would  preserve  knowledge  and  respon- 
sibility, now  often  lost  through  the  frequent  change  of  officers.  Sudi 
officers  also  ask  that  some  compensation  may  be  granted  them  for  the 
risk  which  they  incur  in  the  disbursement  of  public  money  and  for  the 
responsibility  involved  in  the  care  of  large  amounts  of  public  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  recommendation  heretofore  made,  that 
an  allowance  of  $10  per  month  be  made,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  to  every 
line  officer  who  is  detailed  by  proper  autbority  as  acting  assistant  quar- 
tennaster  of  a  military  post,  when  such  detail  is  i>roperly  reported  to 
and  ai)proved  by  the  War  Depaitraent.  Such  an  allowance  is  only  just, 
and  it  would  relieve  the  service  from  the  feeling  that  heavy  duties  are 
imposed  by  such  detail  without  any  recognition  or  compensation. 

Such  duties  are  important  and  they  should  be  sought  by  good  officers, 
not  imposed  upon  tbe  slothful  or  unwilling. 

DUTIES  OF   OFFICERS. 

Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet  has  been  on  duty  in  this  office  in  charge  of  the 
inspection  branch  and  as  inspector. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  1).  Bingham  has  had  charge  of  the  finance  branch  and 
of  the  oxiiininatiou  of  accounts  and  returns  of  officers  preparatory  to  their 
being  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  for  settlement;  and  of  the  supply 
and  distribution  and  manufacture  of  clothing  and  camp  and  garrison 
equipage. 

Lieut.  Col.  II.  C.  Hodges  has  had  charge  of  the  transportation  and 
regular  supi)l y  bninch  of  the  office. 

Ma  j.  U.  X.  Batchelder  was  on  duty  in  thus  office  iii  charge  of  the  claims 
braudi  and  of  barracks  and  quarters  until  ^November  7,  1878,  when  he 
was  relieved  to  take  charge  of  the  general  and  division  depot  of  the  Pa- 
cilic  States  and  Territories  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  by  Maj.  James  M.  Moore, 
who  has  since  had  charge  of  the  claims  branch  and  of  all  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  military  buildings. 

Capt.  A.  F.  Uockwellhasliad  charge  of  the  riiaintenanco  and  improve- 
ment of  the  national  military  cemeteries,  and  has  also  done  the  duty  of 
depot  quartermaster  at  this  station. 
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Other  principal  regular  stations  have  been  occupied  as  follows: 

Col.  D.  H.  Rucker,  assista^nt  quartermaster-general,  has  been  in  char'T;'e 
of  the  Philadelphia  general  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
the  principal  depot  for  purchase  and  manufacture  of  clothing  for  the 
Army. 

Col.  Rufus  lugalls,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  chief  quarter- 
master of  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  111.,  and  since 
October  28,  1878,  also  depot  quartermaster  at  that  station. 

Col.  L.  C.  Easton,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  chief  quartermaster 
Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  New  York  City,  until  August  9,  1878, 
since  then  in  charge  of  the  general  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment at  New  York  City. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  B.  Holabird,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quar- 
termaster Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  and  Department  of  Califoriua 
at  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief 
quartermaster  Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  in  charge 
of  the  general  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Jefferson ville, 
Ind.,  disbursing  agent  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  in  charge  of  the  National  Military  Cemeteries  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee. 

Lieut.  Col.  Rufus  Saxton,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quarter- 
master Department  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  J.  Perry,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quarter- 
master Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  and  Department  of  the  East, 
Governoi''s  Island,  New  York  Harbor. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Chandler,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quar- 
termaster Department  of  the  South,  at  Newx)ort  BaiTacks,  Ky. 

Maj.  William  Myers,  quartermaster,  depot  quartermaster  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  until  August  20,  1878,  thenceforward  on  leave  of  absence. 

Maj.  C.  G.  Sawtelle,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department 
of  the  Columbia,  at  Fort  Vancouver,  Wiishington  Territory. 

Maj.  J.  J.  Dana,  quartermaster  in  charge  of  clothing  depot  at  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  until  November  10,  1878^  and  since  December  0, 1878,  chief 
quartermaster  District  of  New  Mexico,  at  Santa  F6,  N.  Mex. 

Maj.  R.  N.  Batehelder,  qu^rtermiister,  until  November  7, 1878,  on  duty 
in  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  and  since  November  15,  1878,  in 
charge  of  the  general  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and 
disbursing  quartermaster  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Maj.  M.  I.  Ludington,  quartermtister,  chief  quartermaster  Dei^art- 
ment  of  the  Platte,  Omaha,  Nebr. 

Maj.  ]^.  C.  Card^  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department  of 
TexaxS,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

My.  C.  A.  Reynolds, quartermaster,  until  July  3, 1878,  depot  quarter- 
master at  Vancouver,  Washington  Territory;  to  September,  30, 1878,  in 
charge  of  settlement  of  Nez  Percys  war  claims  at  Portland,  Or«';>.,  and 
from  October  17,  1878,  disbursing  quartermaster  at  Buii'ah),  N.  V. 

Maj.  George  B.  Dandy,  quartermaster,  until  August  24, 1878,  disburs- 
ing quartermaster  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  tiom  September  111,  1878,  pur- 
chasing and  shipping  quartermaster  at  Portlaiul,  Oreg. 

Maj.  George  II.  Weelcs,  quarternuister,  chief  quartermaster  Depait- 
ment  of  Arizona  at  Presrott  Barracks,  Arizona  Territory,  to  May  23, 
1879  :  also  d(^pot  and  disbursing  quartermaster  at  Whipi)le  Depot,  Ari- 
zona Territory. 

Maj.  Wm.  B.  Hughes,  quartermaster,  to  January  9, 1879,  receiving 
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and  shipping  supplies  at  Yankton,  Dakota  Territotyy 
pot  quartermaster  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

raSFECriOX  BRAKCH. 

This  branch  of  the  office  keeps  the  monthly  repcntB  of  all 
duty  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  papers  relatiiig  to  the 
mcnt  to  duty  of  officers,  distribution  of  hired  dvilians,  and  tibt 
reports  of  officers.  In  it  are  filed  and  distributed  orders; 
of  honor,  and  all  other  printed  documents.  It  prepaiw  the 
roster  of  officers  of  the  Quartermasters  Department.  It  keeps  lies  of 
letters  sent  and  received  relating  indi\idnally  to  officers,  agents,  and  cb- 
ploy6)  of  the  department. 

It  received  91,077  written  and  printed  papers  and  distributed  liSvUl 
during  the  year. 

TRA>'SPORTATION. 

The  movement  during  the  year  was  of  59,177  persons,  4,921  beast«»  and 
120,440  tons  of  material,  the'^cost  of  which  is,  as  reported,  $Z21^fi6dJa&, 

The  larger  movements  of  troops  were : 

First  Cavalr>^,  (company  I>,  from  Department  of  California  to  Depute 
ment  of  Columbia.  1,005  mile^. 

Fouilh  Artillery,  Comjianies  A  and  D.  from  Department  of  Colombia 
to  Dei)artment  of  California,  788  niilo8. 

Eighth  Infantry,  ConipanicK  A,  B,  C,  1),  E,  G,  1,  and  K,  from  Defiart- 
inent  of  Arizona  to  Departnicfnt  of  California,  1,234  miles. 

T<'nrli  Infantry,  head(|uarters  and  tc^n  (M>mpanie8  from  De])artment  of 
Texas  to  Department  of  the  P2ast,  1,035  miles. 

Twdl'ih  Infantry,  Conii)anies  H,  C,  D,  p],  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  from  De- 
fnirtmoiit  of  Califi)vnia  to  l)ei)artiiient  of  Arizona,  1,208  miles. 

Eiglit(»(»ntli  Infantry,  lieadfjuaiters  and  ten  c'oni]>anies  from  Deiwrt- 
ment  of  South  to  Dejiai-tinent  of  Dakota,  2,424  miles. 

Twenty-second  Infantry,  headquarters  and  ten  companies  from  De- 
j>artnient  of  the  East  to  the  Department  of  Missouri  and  Texas,  1.629 
miles. 

BAILKOAD  TRANSPORTATION. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ,ten  ])er8ons,  3,758  bea8t8, 
and  57,800  tons  of  material  were  moved  by  railn)ad  the  cost  of  wiuch 
service,  excluding  that  over  the  bonded  Pacific  and  land-grant  railroads, 
was,  as  reported,  $(>01,436.53. 

Under  exisrin^f  laws  i)ayments  are  not  made  out  of  appropriations  of 
the  Quarternnister's  De])artnient  for  military  transportation  over  the 
bonded  Pacific  and  land-grant  railroads;  the  estimated  value  of  that 
service  for  the  fiscal  year  is :  For  trdns])oilation  over  the  Pacific  railroads, 
$7(K),0(K) ;  for  tnuisi>ortation  over  the  land-grant  railroads,  $150,000;  in- 
dicating that  the  aggi'egate  value  of  all  military  transportation  by  rail 
during  the  year  was  $1,451,43(5.53. 

The  railroad  business  of  the  Army  is  conducted  accortling  to  the 
Ra!i:e  rules,  with  the  same  general  forms  of  requests,  receipts,  and  ac- 
coiiuts  referred  to  in  my  n»port  of  last  year.  A  general  order  (44  of 
]871>)  was  issued  detailing  the  method  of  marking  boxes,  ])ackage8,  &c., 
for  shii)mont  so  that  there  shall  b(^  less  ditliculty  here^ifter  in  tracing 
any  article  lost  in  iranaitu  and  less  danger  of  (jon fusion  in  shipments. 

The  refusal  of  a  number  of  land-grant  railmads  and  their  immediate 
connections  to  provide  through  tickets  at  through  mtes  for  the  Quarter- 
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master's  Department  because  payments  for  military  transportation  over 
land-grant  railroads  are  prohibited  by  law,  notwithstanding  that  the 
principle  has  been  established  by  the  Supreme  Court  that  they  are  en- 
titled to  some  compensation  for  such  service,  has  embarrassed  the  depart- 
ment and  in  some*  cases  necessitated  payments  at  high  local  rates  for 
transportation  which  the  citizen,  not  in  military  service,  secures  at 
lower  through  rates. 

The  difficulties  have  been  partially  overcome  by  correspondence  with 
the  railroads  of  the  country'^  but  cannot  be  finally  settled  until  Congress 
authorizes  some  compensation  to  land-grant  railroads  for  services  per* 
formed  for  the  department. 

My  views  on  the  subject  are  fully  set  forth  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  28, 
Forty  fifth  Congress,  parts  1  and  2 — copies  herewith. 

The  sundry  civil  appropriation  law  of  March  3,  1879,  appropriated 
$300,0(K)  to  i)ay  50  per  centum  of  land-gi'ant  railroad  accounts  theretofore 
wholly  disallowed  by  the  prohibitory  laws  of  1874  and  1875. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  such  accounts,  amounting  at  full  tariff 
rates  to  $685,624.83,  were  filed  in  this  office  by  the  various  land-grant 
railroads  under  the  provisions  of  that  law ;  111 ,  amounting  to  $523,618.93, 
had  been,  on  June  30,  1879,  adjusted  and  referred  to  the  Treasury  for 
settlement.  Similar  accounts  ai>proximating  $120,000  had  passed  this 
office  and  were  in  the  Treasury  before  the  passage  of  the  sundry 
<3ivil  law  of  March  3,  1879,  and  it  is  estimated  that  similar  accounts 
amounting  to  $100,000  are  still  in  the  hands  of  railroad  companies,  not 
presented  after  ascertainment  that  the  ai)projnnation  made  was  not 
sufficient  to  pay  them  all. 

This  indicates  that  the  outstanding  accounts  of  land-grant  railroads 
for  military  transportation  on  June  30,  1879,  aggregated,  at  full  tariff 
rates,  about  $900,000,  or,  at  50  per  centum  of  such  rates,  $450,000.+ 

The  sum  of  $300,000,  having  been  appropriatd  to  pay  50  per  cent, 
there  is  an  apparent  deficit  of  $150,000,  which  sura  should  be  appropri- 
ated in  addition  to  the  $300,000  already  appropriated  to'  pay  50  per 
centum  of  all  land-grant  railroads  accounts  outstanding  June  30,  1879. 
An  appropriation  of  $300,000  would  be  sufficient  to  settle  nearly  if  not 
quite  all  such  accounts  on  a  basis  of  two-thirds  of  tariff  rates,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  should  be  paid  to  these  railroads  for  military  transporta- 
tion. 

It  is  hoped  that  Congress  will  repeal  the  laws  prohibithig  j)ayraents 
to  land-grant  railroads,  and  fix  a  certain  rate  of  compensation  for  the 
services  they  may  render  the  government,  authorizing  payments  froux 
th^  regular  Army  transportation  appropriation  as  made  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  prohibitory  laws. 

The  bonded  l^acific  railroads  are  still  held  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
section  5260  Revised  Statutes,  directing  the  withholdment  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  all  payments  on  account  of  transportation  over 
their  respective  roads. 

The  disposition  of  the  money  so  withheld  from  the  Union  Pacific  and 
Central  Pacific  Railroads  for  transportation  after  July  1,  1878,  is  con- 
trolled by  the  act  of  May  7,  1878.  It  is  to  be  applied,  one-half  to  the 
establishment  of  a  sinking  fund,  and  the  other  half  to  the  liquidation  of 
the  interest  paid  by  the  United  States  upon  the  bonds  issued  in  behalf 
of  said  roads. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  law  of  May  7,  1878,  all  the  money  with- 
held by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  those  railroads  had  been 
applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  interest. 
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The  deficiency  appropriation  law  of  March  3, 1879  (Public  Xo.  S6)j 
contains  a  provision  authorizing  the  Secretary'  of  the  Treasury — 

•  *  "  t<»  iiiak'*  s;ir]i  entries  !i[K)ii  the  books  of  the  department  as  will  carry  to  the 
cre<Ht  of  Aai<i  roiupanicM  the  amounts  eaniefl  or  to  lie  eam'.-d  b/ them  daring  each 
fliM;:jl  year,  and  withheld  under  the  |inivi.sionA  of  section  b'^'A)  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  of  tile  aet  of  Con;j:reJw  ap))rove«l  May  7,  l^rt;  provided  that  this  shall  not  author- 
ize t!ie  exp»'nditure  of  anv  money  from  the  Treasury'  »  •  • 

I  *  •  * 

Tiiis  law  has  been  constniexl  as  relciising  the  appropriations  for  Araiy 
traiisiK)i*tation  from  any  charges  on  account  of  transportation  over  the 
l)oncle<l  Paciti(!  railroads,  and  the  amounts  found  due  are  no  longer  drawn 
from  those  ajiproiuiations  as  prior  to  tlie  jnussage  of  this  law. 

It  has  also  operated  to  close  and  settle  adjusted  accounts  of  these 
roails  for  services  running  from  1871  to  1879,  amounting  to  $1,583,052.98, 
wliii^h  couhl  not  be  settled  before,  because  the  ^Vrmy  transportation 
ai>propriations,  originally  applicable,  had  been  expended  for  other  legiti- 
mate tnnisi)<)ii:ation  bills. 

Unsettled  acM^mnts  of  these  roads,  amounting  to  $48^5,972.54,  which 
have  been  prestiuted  by  the  railroads  are  now  under  adjustment,  and 
in  ccmrse  of  settlement  under  the  same  provisions  of  law. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  total  allowances  for  military' 
tTansi)ortati<)n  over  these  roads  from  the  date  they  were  first  opened  for 
tratlic  up  to  June  30,  1879: 


Naiiu'H  of  coniimiiirH. 


Amount  paid 
'        in  caiih. 


Union  Pacilir .' 

Central  PaHfIc  

KanHMH  I*a<-itU-  

Sioux  City  and  Paciflr 


1  $1 

,  690,  034  44 

2*j:i.  517  4.-) 

H8«,:J41  07 

4,403  89 

Total 


2,  798, 1»96  85 


Amount  crod- 
itfd  on  ImuuIh 
under  act  of 
July  2, 18W. 


$1.  090, 034  62 

223.  517  43 

880,  ;<4l  08 

4,403  90 


2.  798,  297  03 


Amount  with- 
held under 
act  of  March 
3.  1873,  Rev. 
Stat.  5260,  and 
act  of  Mav  7, 
1878. 


$3,230,201  57 

505, 198  33 

525,  684  34 

20,681  33 


4,  281,  765  57 


Total. 


$6,  610,  270  eS 

952. 233  21 

2,288,366  49 

29,  489  12 

9.  878, 350  45 


The  following  statement  exhibits  the  military  transportation  services 
of  the  Pacifitj  railroads  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879: 


Names  of  comi)aiiie8. 


Number  of  per- ,  Number  of  ani- 
aoDM  trans-  '  mala  trans- 
ported. i>orted. 


Union  rmiflr 

Central  Pacific 

KansHN  Pa<:itic 

Sioux  Citv  and  raciflc 


0.  556 

2,688 

1,081 

161 


1,088 
112 
558 

28 


Tot4d 


10,486 


1.786 


PoundH  of  freight 
trannported. 


44,  :r70. 129 

2, 9(»«.  734 

4,487.419 

383,300 


52, 147, 582 


The  value  of  this  service,  at  tariff  rates,  was  (approximately,  all  the 
accounts  not  yet  being  rendered) : 

On  tlie  riiioii  Pjicifir |463,94.*?  40 

On  M»o  Ontral  Pucilio 155,000  00 

On  the  KansjiH  Pjiciiic 3,000  00 


T<.tal 721,943  40 

At  thc^  close  of  the  fiscal  year  there  remained  in  this  office  antl  at  the 
Treasury  unsettled  accounts  of  the  Pacific  railroads  to  the  amount  of 
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$325,364.13  in  this  office,  and  $158,608.41  in  the  Treasury;  a  total  of 
$483,972.54. 

The  total  value  of  the  military  transportation  over  these  roads  to  30tb 
June,  1879,  is  $10,362,331.99. 

WAGON  AND   STAGE  TRANSPORTATION. 

There  were  31  contracts  for  wagon  transportation  during  the  year; 
32,539  tons  of  supplies  were  moved  by  wagon  teams  at  a  cost  of  $858,- 
142.56,  and  3,285  passengers  by  stage  at  a  cost  of  $76,747.12. 

WATER  TRANSPORTATION. 

During  the  year  26,182  passengers,  1,163  beasts,  and  60,022,000  pounds, 
of  stores  were  carried  by  vessel,  the  cost  of  which  service  was,  as  re- 
ported, $679,641.84. 

The  following-named  vessels,  owned  by  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, have  been  in  service  during  the  year,  viz: 

Steamer  Henry  Smith  in  New  York  Harbor;  propeller  Ordnance,  in 
New  York  Harbor,  to  keei)  up  communication  with  the  ordnance-prov- 
ing grounds  at  Sandy  Hook;  steam-tug  Atlantic,  in  New^  York  Harbor^ 
to  keep  ui)  communication  with  Headquarters  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 
on  Governor's  Island ;  screw-propeller  General  McPherson,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco Harbor;  steam-launches  General  Jesup,  at  Fort  Adams,  Rhode 
Island;  Thayer,  in  Bosttm  Harbor;  Monroe,  at  Fortress  Monroe;  Gen- 
eral Greene,  at  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore ;  Hamilton,  at  David's  Island, 
New  York  Harbor;  Barrancas,  at  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.;  light-draught 
river  steamer  (Tcneral  Sherman,  on  the  Upper  Missouri  and  the  Yellow- 
stone and  Big  Horn  Rivers. 

The  sailing  schooner  Matchless  wa«  employed  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

One  steam-tug,  the  Atlantic,  was  purchased  during  the  year  at  a  total 
cost  of  $13,865.56,  for  service  in  keeping  up  communication  between 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  East  and  Military  Division  of  the 
Atlantic,  on  Governor's  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  and  the  city. 

These  vessels,  except  the  General  Sherman,  are  employed  as  tenders 
for  military  posts ;  they  keep  up  communication,  enable  the  officers  to 
board  passing  vessels  when  necessary,  and  explore  the  waters  within 
the  radius  of  their  intluence. 

The  "Sherman  is  employed  in  carrying  troops  and  supplies  to  and  from 
the  upper  posts  on  the  Missouri  and  its  tributaries. 

The  great  portion  of  the  transportation  service  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  on  the  ocean,  lakes,  and  rivers  is  performed  by  the  estab- 
lished commercial  lines,  and  on  the  Upper  Missouri  under  advertise- 
ment and  contract. 

The  Upper  Missouri  service  is  costly  and  forms  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  expenditure  for  transporUition  of  the  Army,  but  it  is  well  and 
promptly  performed. 

The  cost  of  running  and  maintaining  the  vessels  owned  by  the  depart- 
ment itself  during  the  year  was  $104,305.28. 

There  was  i)aid  for  vessels  hired  and  chartered  during  the  same  time 
$32,462.81,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  freight  and  passengers  carried  on  the 
vessels  of  contractors  for  transportation. 

INDEBTED   RAILROADS. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1878,  there  remainerl  due  to  the  United  States  by 
certain  railroads  for  material  sold  them  on  credit  at  the  end  of  the 
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war,  under  executive  orders  of  8th  August  aud  14th  October,  1865, 
$1,892,677.11. 

One  of  the  couipanies,  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern,  is  insolvent; 
its  indebtedness,  amounting  to  $908,550.27,  has  therefore  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  list  of  companies  whose  debts  are  not  collectible. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1878-'79  accrued  interest  and  charges  on  these 
debts  amounted  to  $42,591.49.  Payments  in  military  transportation 
amounted  to  $243.57.  And  the  sum  remaining  due  and  charged  to  the 
indebted  railroads  with  which  no  compromise  or  settlement  has  been 
effected  under  the  various  acts  passed  for  their  relief,  and  whose  names 
and  debts  have  not  been  stricken  from  the  list  of  indebted  railroad  com- 
panies on  account  of  their  insolvency,  was  on  July  1, 1879,  $1,026,474.76. 

Accounts  in  favor  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad  amounting  to 
$28,891.88  have  been  settled  under  the  act  of  March  3^  1879,  appro- 
priating $300,000  to  pay  for  transportation  over  certam  land-grant 
railroads,  aud  50  i)er  centum  of  the  amount,  $14,445.94,  allowed  by  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department.  This  amount  has  not 
been  credited  on  the  indebtedness  of  the  company,  as  no  award  for  it  has 
been  received  at  this  office.  Other  accounts  of  the  company  remain  un- 
settled for  want  of  an  appropriation  to  pay  them. 

In  postal  earnings  there  are  due — 

The  McMinjivillo  nnd  Manchester  Railroad |6»054  37 

The  Nashville  ami  Northwestern  Kaih'oad  55, 581  92 

Total 60,636  29 

These  sums  are  due  for  services  in  convening  the  mails  prior  to  July 
1,  1876,  and  are  i)ayable  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  to  be  cred- 
ited when  paid  upon  the  debt^  incurred  by  those  two  roads. 

The  amount  due  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern  Railroad  has  been 
regularly  assigned  by  the  company  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
and  only  awaits  an  apj)ropriation  for  its  payment.  I  recommend  that 
special  effort  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  to  secure  the 
necessaiy  appropriation  to  pay  the  amount,  or  the  passage  of  a  law  which 
will  authorize  the  Postmaster-General  to  adjust  and  settle  the  account 
of  the  railroad  for  services  in  carrying  the  mails  prior  to  July  1,  1876, 
and  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 
whatever  sum  he  may  find  to  be  due  for  the  service,  as  was  done  in  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  reopen  and 
adjust  the  settlement  made  with  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Eailroad  of 
Georgia  for  property  purchased  by  that  road. 

The  amount  due  the  United  States  payable  from  the  unpaid  postal 
earnings  of  the  McMinnville  and  Manchester  Railroad  ($5,054.37)  can- 
not be  paid  and  credited  on  the  indebtedness  of  that  road,  for  want  of 
an  appropriation  by  Congress.  I  recommend  that  the  necessary  appro- 
priation be  asked  for. 

Eftbrts  have  been  made  for  a  number  of  years  by  most  if  not  all  the 
railroad  companies  that  purchased  property  of  the  United  States  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  that  have  paid  in  full  the  debts  incurred  for  it,  to 
secure  the  passage  of  a  law  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  reopen 
and  readjust  the  settlements  that  have  been  made  with  those  companies 
on  the  basis  of  settlements  nmde  with  certain  Tennessee  railroads, 
against  which  suits  have  been  brought  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1871, 
and  to  refund  a  portion  of  the  mom^y  received  by  the  United  States  from 
the  comi)anies  in  payment  of  their  debts. 
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The  amount  which  would  be  taken  out  of  the  Treasury  and  paid  to 
the  railroad  companies,  if  the  efforts  of  the  companies  should  succeed, 
is  estimated  to<be  about  $1,043,000,  or  33^  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount 
received  from  those  companies,  and  it  might  exceed  $1,148,000. 

I  have  already  stated  my  views  fully  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of 
granting  the  relief,  so  called,  asked  for  by  the  companies,  in  my  com- 
munications to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  April  26,  1876,  and  January  24, 
1879,  which  will  be  found  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  57,  Forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, first  session,  and  the  Congressional  Kecord  for  February  9,  1879, 
and  I  need  here  only  invite  attention  to  them. 

A  tabular  statement  accompanies  this  report  in  which  will  be  found 
full  details  of  all  collections,  settlements,  compromises,  and  claims  on  ac- 
count of  the  debts  of  the  indebted  railroads,  and  of  the  balance  still  due 
and  unsettled. 

CAVALRY   AND   ARTILLERY  HORSES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1,686  horses  were  purchased  for  the  cavalry 
and  artillery  service ;   they  cost  $156,164.98. 

The  prices  varied  as  follows :  In  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  it 
was  $141.59-f ;  in  Department  of  the  South,  $175:  in  Department  of 
Dakota,  $111.03+;  in  Department  of  the  Missouri,  ^97.58+;  in  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte,  $103.52 ;  in  Department  of  California,  $127.88 :  in 
Department  of  the  Columbia,  $90.49+ ;  in  Department  of  Arizona,  ^75; 
at  Chicago  depot,  $125 ;  and  at  Saint  Louis  depot,  $83.55.  The  average 
of  the  whole  United  States,  $92.62  +  . 

Last  year  the  average  price  was  $117.23,  a  difference  of  nearly  20  per 
cent. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  mules  were  purchased 
for  $156,963.23.  Average  cost  in  Department  of  the  Missouri,  $107.25+ ; 
Department  of  the  Platte,  $102.80+;  Department  ©f  California,  $171 .27+^ 
Department  of  the  Columbia,  $139.16+;  Department  of  Arizona. 
$11«.66+;  New  York  depot,  $131.25;  Washington  depot,  $170;  and 
Saint  Louis  Depot,  $99.95.    Average  of  all  purchased,  $105.41+. 

^Last  year  the  average  price  of  mules  was  $130.15,  also  a  reduction  of 
about  20  per  cent. 

Seventy-nine  draught  horses  were  also  purchased,  costing  $12,486,  or 
$158.05  each. 

Seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-five  horses  worn  out  were  sold  during 
the  year  for  $57,646,  and  535  mules  for  $17,464.55,  and  5  oxen  for  $83. 

Creditiii j^  the  expense  of  remouuta  for  cavalry  and  artillery f  156, 164  98 

And  of  draught  horses 12, 486  00 

Andof  ninles 156,963  23 

Total 325,614  21 

With  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  worn-out  animals 75, 193  55 

The  actual  cost  to  the  United  States  of  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  and 

draught  animals  has  been 250, 420  66 

But  under  the  law  the  sums  realized  from  sales  of  worn-out  animala 
are  not  applicable  to  purchase  of  animals  to  replace  them,  but  have 
been  turned  into  the  Treasury  to  credit  of  miscellaneous  receipts. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  animals  in  service  July 
1,  1879 : 


Horses. 


In  H.rvice  July  1,  1878 11,375 

Boii;iht  duriug  the  year j       1, 765 

Taken  up,  &c I  538 


Mules.    :  Oxen. 


Thfri)  were  sold 
Di<Ml 

Lo«t  juid  Htolcn . , 


13,678 


1,725 
586 
377 


2,688 


9,688 

1,489 

147 

59 
2 

1 

11. 324 

62 

535  ;      5 
482      14 
276  j 

1,293  1     19 

111  service  on  June  30,  1879 


10,990  I      10,031  i  43 


An  average  of  about  100  horses  and  mules  to  120  soldiers.  These  are 
with  the  troops.  In  addition  a  large  number  of  mules  and  oxen  belong- 
ing to  contractors  are  constantly  employed  in  hauling  supplies  and  bag- 
gage between  military  posts  in  the  interior  of  the  continent. 


FUEL,  FORAGE,   AND  STRAW. 

A  change  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  supplying  fuel  to  aU  ofBcers 
•of  the  Army,  and  the  issue  of  forage  to  officers  east  of  the  Mississippi 
Eiver  has  been  discontinued  under  the  law,  which  feeds  and  supports 
the  horse  of  an  officer  west  of  that  river,  but  requires  the  officer  east  of 
it,  drawing  the  same  pay,  if  mounted,  to  purchase  forage  out  of  his  pay, 
or  liis  private  income,  should  he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have  any. 

Officers  submit  loyally  to  the  law,  but  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  per- 
suade themselves  that  in  making  this  distinction  between  the  two  sides 
of  a  geographical  line  they  have  been  treated  with  that  equal  liberality 
^nd  justice  which  has  always  heretofore  characterized  the  military'  legis  - 
latioii  of  the  country. 

There  was  issued  to  the  Army  during  the  year,  628,268  bushels  of 
<;orn;  952,473  bushels  of  oats ;  180,529  bushels  barley ;  51,934  bushels  of 
bran;  53,078  tons  of  hay;  140  tons  of  fodder,  and  2,462  tons  of  straw. 

The  issues  of  fuel  were  42,096  cords  of  hard  wood;  71,582  cords  of 
soft  wood ;  19,391  tons  of  anthracite  coal,  and  16,279  tons  of  bituminous 
coal. 

(rcneral  Orders  No.  113,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  14th  December, 
1877,  published  a  new  scale  of  equivalents  to  govern  the  issue  of  fuel. 
Further  official  experiments  on  the  values  of  the  different  fuels  of  the 
United  States,  especially  of  coals,  are  desirable,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  Congress  may  grant  an  appropriation  for  this  investigation. 
I .  The  law  which  abolished  issue  of  fuel  to  officers  causes  great  hardship 
to  those  who  are  stationed  at  military  posts  in  inclement  climates,  and 
where  fuel  is  scarce  and  costly. 

.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  this  allowance  be  restored.  It  is  even 
more  unjust  to  those  in  the  wilderness  than  the  abolition  of  the  forage 
ration  is  to  those  living  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

CONTRACTS. 

Eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight  contracts  were  received  at  this  office 
for  supplies,  materials,  and  for  work  in  the  various  branches  of  the  mili- 
tary service  connected  with  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 
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MILITARY  CARRIAGES  AND  HARNESS. 

There  were  purchased  during  the  year,  281  six-mule,  215  two  horse  and 
four  horse  or  mule  wagons,  72  spring  wagons,  50  ambulance  wagons^ 
and  6  miscellaneous  wagons,  trucks,  and  drays. 

Of  these  there  were  purchased  under  contract,  after  advertisement, 
200  six-mule  wagons  from  Studebaker  Brothers,  of  South  Bend,  Ind., 
at  $89.90  each ;  25  six-mule  wagons  from  Henry  M.  Blaek,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  at  $200  each ;  100  two  horse  and  four  horse  or  mule  wagons 
from  Wilson,  Childs  &  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  at  $83  each  ;  100  two 
horse  and  four  horse  or  mule  wagons  from  the  Kansas  Manufactur- 
ing Company  of  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  at  $84  each;  15  two  horse  and 
four  horse  or  mule  wagons  from  Henry  M.  Black,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
at  $200  each ;  40  spring  wagons,  Dougherty  pattern,  from  Wilson, 
Childs  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  at  $1C5  each ;  25  spring  wagons, 
Dougherty  pattern,  from  the  Kansas  Manufacturing  Company  of  Leav- 
enworth, Kans.,  at  $149.50  each,  and  50  ambulance  wagons,  Army  pat- 
tern, from  the  Kansas  Manufacturing  Company  of  Leavenworth,  Kans., 
at  $174.50  ca<;h. 

Forty-one  spring  wagons  have  been  furnished  to  posts  and  depots 
during  the  year. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-five  sets  of  six-mule  wagons,  and  100  sets 
of  four-mule  ambulance  harness,  were  purchased  under  contracts  at 
$57.10  per  set  for  six-mule  wagons  and  $52  per  set  for  four-mule  ambu- 
lance harness. 

TARGETS  FOR  RIFLE  PRACTICE. 

Fifteen  targets  of  cast  iron  have  been  issued  to  the  Army  during 
the  year.  On  the  10th  of  August,  1879,  under  General  Orders  No.  S6y 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  duty  of  providing  targets  for  rifle  prac- 
tice was  transferred  to  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  this  department 
ceased  to  purchase  and  issue  them. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITIONS. 

Under  General  Orders  Xo.  ()2,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  3d  July, 
1877,  this  department  has  continued  to  give  materials  and  transporta- 
tion and  other  aid  to  the  surveying  expeditions  under  Lieut.  George  M. 
Wheeler,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 

CLAIMS  UNDER  ACT  OF  JULY  4,  1864. 

In  the  report  herewith  of  Maj.  J.  M.  Moore,  who,  since  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1878,  when  he  relieved  Maj.  K.  N.  Batchelder,  until  that  time  in 
charge  of  the  claims  branch  of  this  office,  will  be  found  full  details  as  to 
the  number  and  cost  of  agents  and  clerks  engaged  in  the  work  of  investi- 
gating and  preparing  for  settlement  the  claims  for  quartermaster's  stores 
taken  by  the  Army  and  delivered  to  and  used  by  the  Army  during  the 
late  war  in  States  not  in  rebellion. 

The  act  of  July  4,  1864,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Quaitermaster-Gen- 
eral  to  receive  and  to  investigate  all  such  claims,  and  if  convinced  of 
their  justice,  of  the  loyalty  of  the  claimant,  and  that  the  stores  have  been 
iictually  received  or  taken  for  the  use  of  and  used  by  the  Army,  then  to 
report  each  case  to  the  Third  Auditor,  with  recommendation  for  settle- 
ment. 
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The  total  cost  of  these  examiuations  diirin*?  the  pa«t  year  is  estimated 
at  $122,825.52. 

The  number  of  claims  reported  on  by  agents  during  the  year  is  2,460^ 
calling  for  $1,915,614.84.  The  amount  recommended  for  allowance  by 
agents  is  $220,534.22. 

There  were  on  file  on  1st  July,  1878,  11,070  claims,  and  during  the 
year  1,040  new  claims  were  filed,  making  a  total  of  13,310,  calling  tbr 
$0,921,502.50.  Of  these  035  were  favorably  acted  on  by  the  Quarter- 
master-General during  the  year,  and  1,032  were  rejected. 

These  1,007  claims  decided  by  this  ollice  called  for  $1,398,298.55. 
The  amount  reported  to  the  Treasury  recommended  for  allowance  was 
$121,508.20. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1,440  claims  were  on  tile  prepared  for 
the  final  action  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  but  had  not  been  acted 
on  by  him  for  want  of  time  and  opportunity.  Many  of  these  have  since 
been  disposed  of. 

The  total  amount  of  tfie  3,790  claims  which  have  been  disposed  of,  or 
which  have  received  i)reparatory  consideration  during  the  year,  is 
$3, 180,058.55 J  average  amount  of  each  claim,  $840.00.  The  average  cost 
of  investigating  and  preparing  these  for  action  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General  was  $32.00  each.  This  includes  the  cost  of  receiving,  record- 
ing, and  answering  a  multitude  of  inquiries  from  claimants,  their  friends^ 
and  their  attorneys  or  agents. 

The  last  annual  rei)ort  of  this  office  contains  a  detailed  table  in  regard 
to  these  claims  which  I  do  not  repeat  here. 

The  general  summary  of  the  work  may  be  shortly  stated  as  follows : 

There  have  been  filed  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1804,  40,748  claims,  for 
$30,557,014.99;  9,905  have  been  reported  by  the  Quartermaster-General 
with  recommendation  for  allowance,  amounting  to  $4,143,932.95;  the  face 
of  these  claims  was  reduced  by  the  sum  of  $3,500,792.44;  19,194  claims^ 
calling  for  $17,322,995.00,  have  been  rejected  as  not  i)roved  or  not  meri- 
torious. 

MISCELLANKOUS   CLAIMS   AND  ACCOUNTS. 

On  Jiilv  1,  187H,  tliero  \v<'re  on  file  in  this  ottico  12,450  claims,  amount- 
ing to $6,895,073  79 

And  328  accounts,  amounting  to 51, 127  53 

Making  in  the  aggregate  12,778  dainm  and  accounts,  amounting  to...     6,947,001  32 
During  the  year  2,031  were  received,  amounting  to 273,472  93 

Total  claims  and  accounts 7, 220, 474  25 

During  the  year,  115  claims  were  examined  and  approved  for  $9,577.04, 
behig  $1,170.70  less  than  claimed. 

One  hundred  and  eip:hty-oiie  claims  were  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury  for  action  of  the  accounting  ofiicers,  amounting  to 
$25,003.04. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  claims,  amounting  to  $124,224.08,  were 
referred  to  other  departments  to  which  they  properly  pertained. 

One  hundred  and  twenty,  amounting  to  $25,204.82,  were  rejected. 

Eight  hundred  and  sixty -three  accounts,  amounting  to  $39,303.88,  were 
approved,  being  a  deduction  in  the  amount  as  jnesented  of  $1,050,05. 

Four  hundred  and  forty-iive  were  referred  to  other  departments, 
amounting  to  $30,005.48. 

Nineteen  accounts,  amounting  to  $082,50,  were  rejected,  making  a 
total  of  1,905  claims,  and  a(?counts,  calling  for  $257,301.88  disposed  of 
during  the  year. 

There  are  still  on  file,  unsettled,  12,513  miscellaneous  claims  and  391 
accounts,amounting,  as  presented,  to  $0,903,172.37. 
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SAFETY  OF  RECORDS. 

I  renew  the  recommendation  which  1  made  hist  year  and  which  met 
your  approval,  that  Congress  be  requested  to  provide  for  the  erection 
of  a  fire-proof  Hall  of  Records,  and  I  again  present  the  plan  then  sub- 
mitted. 

The  papers  relating  to  the  claims  filed  in  this  office  are  very  bulky  and  are  valu- 
able. They  contain  the  evidence  for  and  against  claims  reported  above  as  amounting, 
on  1st  July  last,  (1878,)  to  12,778  miscellaneous  claims  and  accounts,  $6,947,000;  and 
11,676  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  $o,9fJ0,172.55. 

Until  the  2d  of  August  of  this  year,  lf:f78,  it  was  the  custom  of  this  office  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  not  only  all  the  claims  reconmiended  for  set- 
tlement in  order  that  they  might  be  paid  or  reported  to  Congress  under  existing  laws 
for  appropriation,  but  also  all  the  papers,  evidence,  reports  and  decisions  in  cases 
which,  on  examination,  the  Quartermaster-General  found  himself  unable  to  report 
favorably. 

On  that  date  the  Third  Auditor  advised  this  office  that  his  file-rooms  were  burdened 
with  these  claims,  which  he  had  theretofore  receiA;ed  and  placed  in  the  fire-proofrooms 
containing  the  records  of  his  office,  but  that  the  space  at  his  command  was  too  small 
to  justify  nim  in  continuing  to  receive  papers  which  he  found  no  existing  law  requir- 
ing him  to  take  care  of,  ana  for  which  m  fact  he  now  had  no  space. 

This  office  is  in  a  building  not  in  any  respect  tire-proof.  A  tiro  originating  in  it 
would,  in  despite  of  all  precautiojis  of  watchmen  constantly  on  duty  here,  and  water 
always  kept  ready^  and  portable  fire-extinguishers,  probably  clear  all  persons  out  of 
the  building  before  any  considerable  portion  of  the  records  could  be  removed. 

A  fire-proof  storehouse  of  simple  and  cheap  construction  could  be  built  on  some 
place  convenient  to  the  executive  offices  for  about  1^200,000,  which  would  afibrd  per- 
il ctly  safe  and  convenient  storage  for  such  of  these  papers  as  have  been  finally  dis- 
posed of^  and  for  such  others  as  are  seldom  consulted.  Telegraphic  or  telephonic 
communication  with  its  superintendent  would  bring  to  every  office  in  a  few  moments 
any  paper  needed  for  reference. 

Such  a  building  would  not  only  relieve  this  combustible  and  unsafe  office  of  the 
valuable  i>apers  relating  to  many  of  these  claims,  but  of  many  other  papers  whose  loss 
would  be  a  grievous  calamity.  It  would  also  relieve  the  War  and  Treasury  Depart- 
ments of  papers  which  now  occupy  rooms  costing  millions  of  dollars. 

I  submit  a  plan  which  I  have  caused  to  be  prepared  of  such  a  building,  to  be  302 
by  540  feet,  surrounding  a  court-yard  171  by  309  feet. 

It  would  occupy  a  whole  block,  would  provide  70,000  feet  of  asphalted  floor  under  fire- 
proof roof  (about  one  and  two-thirds  acres),  would  contain  1,750,000  cubic  feet  of 
storage  room,  and  could  be  built  for  about  $200,000. 

It  has  but  one  door  of  entrance  from  the  street.  The  rooms  are  all  separated  by  fire- 
proof party  walls  without  openings.  There  are  windows  on  the  street  and  on  the 
court,  placed  high,  so  as  not  to  be  easily  reached  or  forced.  Each  room  communicates 
by  a  strong  door  with  a  covered  porch  surrounding  the  court-yard.  A  water  and 
watch  tower  in  the  center  keeps  a  supply  of  water  constantly  at  a  sufficient  head  to 
extinguish  fire,  which,  originating  in  any  one  room,  could  not  possibly  communicate 
to  the  other  rooms,  and,  in  fact,  could  be  extinguished  before  it  could  destroy  much 
of  the  contents  of  the  room  in  which  it  originated. 

I  submit  this  as  a  cheap  provision  for  keeping  in  safety  a  great  quantity  of  very 
important  state  papers,  and  at  the  same  time  relieving  the  hanosome  and  costly  build- 
ings occupied  by  the  executive  departments  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  matter 
stored  in  them,  which  occupies  such  costly  space  needed  for  the  transaction  of  daily 
business. 

When,  at  some  future  time,  the  rooms  in  the  building  are  all  filled  with 
records  of  the  government,  the  court-yard,  containing  within  25  feet  of 
its  pavement  1,321,475  cubic  feet  of  space,  can  be  roofed  with  iron, 
lighted  by  gable  windows  and  by  sky-lights,  and  fitted  with  shelving 
and  cases  in  four  tiers  of  seven  feet  in  height. 

This,  leaving  passages  for  jfree  access  to  every  package  of  papers, 
will  nearly  double  the  storage  space  in  the  building,  and  will  do  this  at 
an  insignificant  cost — that  of  roof  and  cases  alone. 

BABBAOKS  AND  QUARTERS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  construction  of  104  new  buildings  was  author- 
ized, at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $227,463.    They  comprise  barracks, 
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officers'  quarters,  public  storehouses,  guard-houses,  magazines,  Ac^  and 
are  at  military  posts  in  California,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Minne- 
sota, Texas,  Ehode  Island,  New  York,  Connecticut,  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Arkansas,  ana 
Kentucky,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Arizona,  Idaho,  Washington,  Indian, 
Wyoming,  Dakota,  Montana,  New  Mexico,  and  District  of  Columbia. 

Eepairs  of  wharves  were  authorized  to  the  amount  of  $18,393. 

The  expenditures  for  construction  and  repairs  of  buildings  have  been 
distributed  as  follows : 

Department  of  Arizona $23,715  00 

Department  of  California 61,820  00 

Department  of  Columbia 54, 151  00 

Total  Divison  of  the  Pacific $139,686  00 

Dei)artment  of  the  Missouri 71, 066  00 

Department  of  the  Platte 15,646  00 

Department  of  Dakota .* 36,102  00 

Department  of  Texas 64,422  00 

Total  Division  of  tlie  Missouri 186,236  00 

Department  of  the  South : 37,758  00 

Department  of  the  East 153,712  00 

Total  Division  of  the  Atlantic 191,470  00 

Grand  total 517,392  00 

In  addition  to  these  expenditures,  the  following  new  posts^  &c.,  have 
been  authorized : 

In  January  and  March,  1879,  $4,600  were  authorized  for  sheltering 
troops  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Canadian  Eiver,  in  the  Indian  Territory. 

In  June,  1879,  the  commanding  general  Division  of  the  Pacific  was 
authorized  to  use  any  si)are  barracks  and  quarters  money  in  his  divis- 
ion that  he  might  have,  to  commence  a  new  four^ompauy  post  at  or  near 
Lake  Chelan,  Northern  Washington  Territory;  $20,000  have  since  been 
allotted  towards  building  it. 

SPECIAL  BUILDING  PROJECTS  AUTHORIZED  BY  CONGRESS. 

In  Army  bill  approved  June  18,  1878,  $100,000  was  appropriated  for 
building  a  military  post  near  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Territory  of 
Montana,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  point  where  the  Milk  River  crosses  said 
boundary  from  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  This  is  to  be  a  six-company 
post,  ancl  known  as  Fort  Assinaboine. 

In  same  bill  Congress  appropriated  $100,000  for  building  a  military 
post  near  the  Black  Hills,  in  either  of  the  Territories  of  Wyoming  or 
Dakota. 

This  post  has  been  located  on  Bear  Butte  Creek,  Dakota.  It  is  to  be 
a  ten-company  x)Ost,  and  to  be  known  as  Fort  Meade. 

In  same  bill  Congress  appropriated  $60,000  for  storehouses  and  of- 
fices at  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

In  Army  bill  approved  June  23, 1879,  $30,000  was  appropriated  for 
construction  of  storehouse  and  depot  building,  provided  site  is  donated 
to  the  United  States,  at  Omaha. 

In  sundry  civil  bill,  approved  June  20,  1878,  $13,500  was  appropria- 
ted for  building  operations  at  Fort  Leavenworth  military  prison. 

In  same  bill  Congress  appropriated  "for  repair  and  erection  of  barracks 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  $25,000.'' 

In  similar  bill  for  present  year,  an  additional  appropriation  of  $34,000 
is  made  to  complete  that  work. 
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111  sundry  civil  bill  of  March  3,  1879,  $40,000  is  appropriated  for  the 
establisliment  of  a  new  post  in  the  vicinity  of  Pagosa  Springs,  Colorado. 
This  is  to  be  a  four-company  post,  and  known  as  Fort  Lewis. 

By  act  approved  February  4,  1879,  $40,000  was  appropriated  for  pur- 
chase of  ground  and  establishment  of  a  military  post  at  El  Paso,  Tex. 
This  post  is  to  be  known  as  New  Fort  Bliss. 

In  sundry  ci\al  bill  approved  March  3, 1879,  $25,000  was  appropriated 
for  rebuilding  eight  sets  of  officers'  quarters  at  Madison  Barracks,  N.  Y. 

In  same  bill  Congress  appropriated  $100,000  for  requisite  department 
headquarters  buildings  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minn. 

In  Army  bill  approved  June  23,  1879,  Congress  appropriated  $50,000 
for  the  construction  of  a  military  post  near  the  Niobrara  River,  in  North- 
ern Nebraska. 

HOSPITALS. 

Construction,  repairs,  and  alterationsof  military  hospitals  to  the  amount 
of  $74,987  were  authorized  during  the  year. 

SALES  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Four  buildings  and  the  remnants  of  two  wharves  were  ordered  to  be 
sold  during  the  year. 

PURCHASE   OF  MILITARY  SITES  IN  TEXAS. 

None  of  the  sites  of  military  posts  in  Texas,  for  purchase  of  which  the 
War  Department  has  for  years  asked  Congress  to  make  provision,  have 
been  acciuired  under  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1875. 

That  act  so  limited  the  powers  and  the  appropriation  it  granted  that 
the  War  Department  has  been  unable  to  procure  consent  of  any  of  the 
owners  of  the  land  in  question. 

In  the  mean  time  they  increase  their  demand  for  rent  upon  the  expira- 
tion of  each  lease,  which,  under  the  laws  governing  contracts,  can  be 
made  only  for  one  year  at  a  time. 

For  particulars  on  this  subject  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  last  annual  report. 

No  progress  has  been  made,  and  I  apprehend  that  none  will  be  made 
until  Congress  sees  lit  to  trust  the  War  Department  with  some  discre- 
tion in  the  matter  of  their  purchase. 

When  Congress  appropriated  $10,000  to  purchase  the  site  of  Fort 
Duncan,  the  owner  demanded  $10,358.  The  law  forbidding  the  payment 
of  more  than  10,000,  he  leased  the  land  to  the  United  States  at  a  rent  of 
$2,400  a  year  and  advanced  his  selling  price  to  $20,000.  Subsequently 
he  increased  this  price  to  $30,000,  and  refuses  to  name  a  price  at  which 
he  will  now  sell. 

LOSSES  BY  FIRE. 

Twelve  fires  were  reported  during  the  year. 

On  July  9, 1878,  carpenter's  shop,  &c.,  destroyed  at  Fort  McPherson, 
Nebr. 

On  July  13,  1878,  carpenters'  shop,  &c.,  destroyed  at  Fort  A.  Lincoln, 
Dak. 

On  October  27,  1878,  three  sets  ofl&cers'  quarters  destroyed  at  Fort 
Whipple,  Arizona  Territory. 

On  October  29,  1878,  ice-house  destroyed  at  Fort  Dodge,  Kans. 

On  November  3, 1878,  stables  destroyed  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

On  November  6, 1878,  two  sets  of  officers'  quarters  destroyed  at  Fort 
Missoula,  Montana  Territory. 
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On  Deci^mber  8, 1878,  post  traders'  store,  &c.,  destroyed  at  Fort  Mc- 
Henry,  Md. 

On  December  14,  1878,  one  set  officers'  quarters  destroyed  at  Camp 
Independence,  Cal. 

On  December  24,  1878,  two  sets  officers'  quarters  destroyed  at  Fort 
Keogh,  Mont. 

On  December  31,  1878,  one  set  officers'  quarters  destroyed  at  Fort 
McHenry,  Md.  / 

On  January  4, 1879,  headquarters  offices  partially  destroyed  at  Chicago, 
111. 

On  March  6,  1879,  Battery  B  quarters  partially  destroyed  at  Fort  Mc- 
Henry, Md. 

SAN  ANTONIO  DEPOT. 

The  extension  of  the  second  story  of  the  south  front  of  this  building, 
to  provide  additional  office-rooms  for  the  headquarters  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas,  has  been  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $19,952. 

The  rooms  will  be  useful,  although  Congress  in  effect  has  now  repealed 
the  law  compelling  headquarters  of  military  departments  and  divisions 
to  move  away  from  the  popular  centers  of  business  and  intelligence  and 
go  to  military  posts,  at  no  one  of  which,  when  the  attempt  to  execute 
the  order  was  made,  were  found  in  existence  sufficient  quarters  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  business  and  the  personnel  of  headquarters. 

The  expenditure  in  building  thus  far  incurred  or  authorized,  and  to  be 
mcurred,  on  account  of  the  removal  of  such  headquarters,  may  be  esti 
mated  as  follows : 

Alterations  iu  old  buildings  and  erection  of  *new  buildings  at  Governor's 

Island,  New  York  Harbor $55,  OOQ 

Estimated  cost  of  buildings  already  erected  or  buildings  need^'d,  and  for 
which  estimates  have  been  sent  in  for  the  new  recruiting  depot  on  David's 
Island,  caused  by  the  occupation  of  the  former  recruiting  depot  on  Gov- 
ernor's Island  as  the  headquarters  Division  of  the  Atlantic  and  Department 

oftheEast 184,000 

Same  at  Fort  Snelling,  Minn 2i»9,(H)0 

Same  at  Omaha,  Nebr    14*.  0(H) 

Same  at  San  Antonio,  Tex 11(>,  000 

Same  at  Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal 54.  000 

856,000 
MILITABY  RESERVATIONS  DECLARED. 

Four  military  reservations  have  been  declared,  viz:  December  18, 
1878,  Fort  Meade,  Dakota  Territory;  January  28,  1879,  Fort  Lewis, 
Colo.;  April  28,  1879,  Camp  Sheridan,  Nebr.;  June  10,  1879,  Foit  Mis- 
soula, Moutana  Territory. 

CLOTHING,   CAMP  AND   GARRISON  EQUIPAGE. 

The  expenditure  on  account  of  clothing  and  ecjuipage  of  the  Army  during 

the  liscal  year  was \ $862, 620  71 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  undi-awn  30th  June,  1879,  was 127, 676  67 

Total 990,297  38 

Of  this  sum  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  was 9(>0, 000  00 

Credits  from  sales  to  officers  and  of  issues  to  soldiers  in  excess  of  the 

allowance 90  297  38 

The  greater  part  of  tbe  S127,(>7C.C7  remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
30th  June  will  be  consumed  by  fullilhnent  of  contracts  existing  and  not 
completed  at  expiration  of  fiscal  year. 
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The  depot  at  San  Francisco  was,  by  General  Order  No.  75,  A.  G.  O., 
1878,  created  a  general  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  but 
authority  over  it,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Division  of  the  Pacific,  was  in 
the  order  reserved  to  the  major  general  commanding  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  It  has  been  fully  organized  under  the  command  of  Maj.  E.  N. 
Batchelder,  an  officer  of  ability  and  of  experience  with  troops  both  in 
war  and  peace.    The  working  of  the  depot  is  satisfactory. 

The  manufacturers  on  the  Pacific  coast,  to  whom  certain  advantages 
are  securexl  by  act  of  Congress,  are  better  content  to  deal  with  officers 
directly  representing  the  War  Department  and  stationed  among  them. 

I  fear  that  the  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  clothing  of  the  Army 
has  been  carried  almost  too  far  in  regard  to  woolen  cloths  or  kerseys. 
Officers  and  soldiers  have  been  educated  to  demand  perfect  uniformity 
in  color  of  their  clothing  and  to  complain  of  the  least  departure  from  the 
shade  of  the  standard  material. 

Of  late  heavy  losses  have  been  caused  to  contractors,*  occasioned  by 
the  rejection  for  color  of  light  blue  kerseys,  such  as  the  trousers  of  the 
troops  are  made  of. 

There  can  be  no  question  of  the  desire  and  intention  of  manufacturers 
who  have  bound  themselves  by  contract  and  invested  large  capital  in 
the  purchase  of  the  material  to  comply  with  their  contracts,  but  there 
is  some  practical  difficulty  not  yet  overcome  in  securing  a  uniform  shade 
of  light  blue  with  an  indigo  dye.  Materials  perfectly  satisfactory,  except 
in  color,  and  which  were  of  good  color,  have,  to  the  great  regret  of  this 
department  and  to  the  great  loss  of  manufacturers,  been  rejected  because 
the  color,  though  good,  differed  so  much  from  that  of  the  standard  that, 
if  worn  in  ranks  on  parade  or  on  review,  it  would  not  be  uniform. 

Formerly,  neither  officers,  soldiers,  nor  this  department  insisted  upon 
8U(;h  exact  uniformity ;  but,  as  stated  above,  the  eyes  of  officers  and 
soldiers  have  been  educated  till  they  will  not  tolerate  aijy  difference  dis- 
tinguishable in  ranks  on  parade. 

IJnder  the  law  of  March  3,  1879,  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  have  such  supplies  for  the  Army  as  can  be  economically  made  at  the 
military  prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth  manufactured  at  that  establishment, 
all  the  boots  and  shoes  for  the  Army  are  made  there ;  chairs  for  use  in 
barracks  are  made  at  the  same  place,  and  preparations  have  been  ordered 
for  beginning  the  manufacture  of  military  harness. 

Whether  it  will  be  economical  to  abandon  the  contract  system  in  the 
supply  of  wagons  and  ambulances  for  the  Army  in  favor  of  convict  labor 
at  the  military  prison  is  at  this  time  the  subject  of  study. 

The  military  prison  has  furnished  during  the  year  40,000  tent  pins, 
7,777  barrack  chairs,  and  51,756  pairs  shoes. 

The  materials  for  these  shoes  cost  $1.69 J  per  pair;  prisoners' labor 
7^  cents  per  pair,  making  the  total  cost  $1.77^  per  pair.  The  chairs 
oost  95J  cents  each. 

NATIONAL  MILITARY  CEMETERIES. 

The  number  of  recognized  national  military  cemeteries  is  now  eighty. 
The  Custer  battle-field,  on  the  Little  Big  Horn,  in  Montana,  was  an- 
nounced as  a  national  cemetery  by  War  Department  General  Orders  78, 
August  1,  1879. 

A  granite  block,  on  which  have  been  inscribed  the  names  of  all  who 
fell  on  tbat  field  contending  against  a  savage  enemy,  has  been  prepared 
and  is  now  on  its  way,  via  the  great  lakes  and  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  and  the  Missouri  River,  to  its  destination.    The  stone  is  simple 
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in  form,  but  it  is  massive  and  heavy  enough  to  remain  for  ages  where 
placed — ^a  landmark  of  the  conflict  between  civilization  and  barbarism. 

Ten  superintendents  have  been  appointed  during  the  year,  all  honor- 
ably discharged  disabled  soldiers,  who  have  first  passed  the  required  ex- 
amination. Three  superintendents  have  died,  three  have  resigned,  and 
one  has  been  discharged  during  the  year. 

Henry  Fowler,  superintendent  of  the  Chalmette  Cemetery,  New  Or- 
leans, La.,  died  of  yellow  fever.  Civil  Engineer  S.  M.  Bobbins  fell  by 
the  same  pestilence  while  on  duty  at  Baton  Eouge,  Lii.  This  year,  the 
superintendents  were  notified  early  that  if  they  were  threatened  by  an 
outbreak  of  yellow  fever,  permission  to  change  their  location  during 
the  prevalence  of  the  disease  would  be  granted.  Only  one  has  found 
it  necessary  to  avail  himself  of  this  permission  ;  the  superintendent  of 
the  Memphis  cemetery. 

The  number  of  interments  in  all  the  national  militarv  cemeteries  ia 
318,455,  of  which  170,960  are  known  and  147,495  are  unknown. 

All  the  soldiers'  graves  in  national  military  cemeteries  have  now  been 
marked  with  durable  headstones  of  marble,  generally ;  a  few,  however^ 
are  of  granite. 

Under  the  act  of  3d  of  February,  1879,  contracts  for  marking  with 
marble  headstones  the  graves  of  Union  soldiers  of  the  late  war  who 
have  been  buried  in  village  or  private  cemeteries  have  been  awarded 
to  the  lowest  bidders  who  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  adver- 
tisement by  giving  sufQcent  security. 

D.  W.  Whitney  is  the  contractor  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  work^ 
at  prices  from  $1.99  to  $2.38  each  grave,  according  to  distance  from 
quarry  and  difficulty  of  access.  For  the  remainder  of  the  work  S.  G- 
Bridges  was  the  successful  bidder,  at  $2.25  for  graves  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  $2.60  for  all  others  not  awarded  to  Whitney.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  average  cost  of  the  headstones  will  be  $2.28  each,  set  up  in 
place. 

Extensive  inquiries  have  been  ma<le  by  letters,  circulars,  and  through 
the  columns  of  the  public  press,  as  to  the  location  of  graves  needing  such 
monuments  and  entitled  thereto  under  the  law.  Thousands  of  replies 
have  been  received  and  are  st411  reaching  this  office.  It  is  not  probable 
that  any  headstones  can  be  erected  under  these  contracts  before  the 
opening  of  the  next  season. 

The  cemeteries  are  reported  in  good  order. 

With  the  consent  and  ai)i)roval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  six  columns 
of  the  ancient  portico  of  the  War  Department,  demolished  during  the 
early  part  of  this  season  to  make  room  for  the  magnificent  building  now 
being  erected  on  its  site,  were  removed  to  the  Arlington  Cemetery,  where 
they  have  been  used  in  decorating  two  of  the  principal  gateways  of  this 
extensive  and  beautiful  cemetery. 

Tlie  middle  gate  has  four  of  the  columns,  with  entablature.  The  north- 
east gate  has  two  of  the  columns  with  no  entablature;  these  two  will  be 
crowned  by  funeral  vases. 

This  has  preserved  these  historic  columns,  among  which  have  moved 
the  chief  soldiers  of  the  Army  and  the  chiefs  of  the  War  Department 
during  the  last  sixty  years,  and  they  have  furnished  very  handsome 
gates  to  the  principal  cemetery. 

There  are  208  acres  in  this  cemetery,  and  a  veryjarge  space  is  and 
will  remain  unoccui>ied  by  military  interments.  1  suggest,  therefore, 
that  the  attention  of  Congress  be  invited  to  the  propriety  of  making  thi& 
the  National  Public  Cemetery,  and  authorizing  the  interment  therein  of 
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any  public  officer,  Senator  or  Member  of  Congress  dying  in  office  in  this 
vicinity  or  elsewhere,  whose  friends  may  desire  such  a  place  of  burial  for 
him.  The  present  Congressional  Cemetery  is,  1  understand,  a  private 
burying  ground,  in  whicb  the  government  owns  some  lots.  The  city  is 
moving  towards  it,  and  the  practice  of  modern  ci\'ilization  is  to  forbid 
interments  of  the  dead  within  the  limits  of  a  city  and  near  the  habita- 
tions of  the  living. 

The  road  from  Greorgetown  to  the  Arlington  Cemetery  is  badly  con- 
structed, and  it  is  very  desirable  that  it  be  improved,  for  which  purpose, 
as  for  the  road  between  Vicksburg  and  the  national  cemetery  near  that 
city,  a  small  appropriation  is  needed.  An  expenditure  of  $10,000  would 
effect  this  and  facilitate  the  progress  of  many  pilgriiris  to  the  graves  of 
their  relatives,  and  the  visits  of  many  citizens  who  wish  to  see  this  home 
of  the  dead  of  the  last  great  civil  contest. 

The  appropriation  granted  for  the  road  to  the  Yicksburg  Cemetery  was 
$7,000.  The  original  estimate  and  request  was  for  $13,000.  The  road 
has  been  partly  constructed,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Congress  will  see  fit  to 
grant  the  remainder  of  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  it,  viz,  $6,000. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  sundry  civil  bill,  approved  June  20th, 
1878,  making  appropriation  of  $1,500  for  protection  and  care  of  the  war 
prisoners'  cemetery  on  Johnson's  Island,  Lake  Erie,  near  Sandusky, 
efforts  have  been  made  to  procure  a  conveyance  of  the  land  to  the  United 
States.  The  owner  has  reftised  to  part  with  the  title,  which  the  law 
made  a  condition  preliminary  to  any  expenditure  for  improvement,  un- 
less under  the  following  conditions:  that  if  at  any  time  the  government 
should  cease  to  keep  the  lot  in  good  condition,  or  cease  to  use  it  for 
cemetery  purposes  alone,  it  should  revert  to  the  present  owner,  and  that 
some  one,  to  be  designated  by  the  said  owner,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
should  be  appointed  to  have  charge  of  it  at  all  times. 

The  expenditures  upon  the  care  and  improvement  and  completion  of 
the  cemeteries,  other  than  for  marble  headstones,  during  the  year,  have 
amounted  to  $140,140.47.  The  expenditures  for  headstones,  under  the 
contracts,  have  been  $480. 

The  cemeteries  are  reported  in  good  order,  and  gradually,  under 
careful  cultivation,  improving  in  beauty. 

The  reports  of  officers  on  duty  in  this  office,  with  many  statements 
and  tables,  are  hereto  appended.  They  give  full  and  clear  accounts  of 
all  oi)erations  of  this  department  during  the  fiscal  year,  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  placed  on  record  in  a  communication  to  Congress. 

To  their  zealous  and  cheerful  and  iiitelligent  aid  is  due  the  success 
with  which  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  has  met  the  innumerable 
demands  upon  the  resources  of  the  department. 

They  are  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  S.  Van  Yliet,  colonel  and  assistant  quarter- 
master-general ;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Bingham,  lieutenant-colonel  and 
deputy  quartermaster-general;  Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Hodges,  deputy  quar- 
termaster-general; Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Moore,  major  and  quarter- 
master; and  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  F.  Rockwell,  captain  and  assistant 
quartermaster,  who  has  had  charge  of  all  the  business  of  the  office  re- 
lating to  the  national  cemeteries. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster' Oeneral,  Brevet  Major- General  J  U,  8.  A, 

Hon.  George  W.  McCbary, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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List  of  papers  <icoampanying  the  annual  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General  for  thefisoaZ 

year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

1.  Financial  report. 

2.  Report  of  Col.  Stewart  Van  Yliet,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  United  States 
Army,  of  the  inspection  branch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lcJ79. 

A. — Report  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  the  fiscal  year. 
B.— Report  of  stations  and  duties  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  -Department. 
C. — List  of  officers  on  duty  as  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  and  of  the  stations 
at  which  they  have  served  during  the  fiscal  year. 

3.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham,  deputy  quartermaster-general.  United 
States  Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  accounts  branch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's 
Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

4.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham,  deputy  ouartermaster-general.  United 
States  Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  clothing  branch  or  the  Quartermaster-General's 
office  duringthe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

A. — Statement  of  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage  on  hand  June  30,  1879,  the  quan- 
tities purchased,  manufactured,  gained,  sold,  expended,  and  issued  to  the  Army  darings 
the  year,  and  the  quantity  on  hand  June  30,  1879. 

B. — Statement  of  remittances  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

C. — Statement  of  amounts  received  and  expended  by  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1879. 

D. — Specifications  for  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  adopted  and 
amendcu  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

E. — Statement  showing  tiuantity  of  clothing  issued  to  the  National  Home  for  Dis- 
abled Volunt45ers,  under  the  act  of  January  20,  1873,  during  the  fiscal  year  endings 
June  30,  1879. 

F. — Statement  showing  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  issued  by 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  certain  Indians,  also  the  money  value  of  the 
articles,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

G. — Statement  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  turned  over  to  the  military 
prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  for  issue  to  prisoners,  during  the  fiscal  year  eno- 
ing  June  30,  1879. 

H. — Statement  showing  number  of  tents  issued  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
for  the  relief  of  yellow-fever  sufferers  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879, 
also  the  money  value  of  same. 

I.^Jopy  of  correspondence  regarding  the  manufacture  of  clothing  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment, according  to  the  system  prevailing  at  the  Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department. 

K. — Copy  of  correspondence  regarding  the  manufacture  of  materials  for  clothings 
of  3-4  instead  of  6-4  of  a  yard  wide. 

L. — Extract  from  the  annual  report  of  Capt.  John  F.  Rodgers,  military  storekeeper, 
Unite<l  States  Army,  at  the  Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

M. — Statement  of  returns  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  received  and  ex- 
amined, and  of  letters  received  and  written,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879. 

N. — Statement  of  the  clerical  force  employed  in  the  clothing  and  equipage  branch 
of  the  Quartennaster-General's  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

5.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Hodges,  deputy  quartermaster-general.  United 
States  Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  Quartermast-er-General's  Office  pertaining  to 
transportation,  indebted  railroads,  regular  and  miscellaneous  supplies,  and  miscel- 
laneous claims,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 'June  30,  1879. 

A. — Statement  of  all  troops  and  property  transported  under  direction  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

B. — Statement  showing  principal  movements  of  troops  during  the  fiscal  year,  and 
average  length  of  march  or  movement  in  each  case. 

C. — Correspondence  regarding  suspended  land-grant  railroad  accounts,  inclndins 
decision  of  the  Second  Comptroller  as  to  his  interpretation  of  the  law  of  March  ^ 
1879,  relating,  thereto. 

D. — Ex.  Doc.  No.  28,  Forty-fifth  Congress,  third  session,  parts  1  and  2,  containing^ 
views  of  the  Quartermaster-General  regarding  land-grant  railroads  as  they  afifeot  the 
Quartemiaster's  Department. 

E. — Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for 
wagon  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year. 

F. — Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for 
water  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year. 
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G. — Statement  of  vessels  owned  and  purchased  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
during  the  flscal  year. 

H. — Statement  of  vessels  chartered,  impressed,  and  employed  in  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

I. — Statement  of  the  indebtedness  of  railway  companies  for  railway  material,  &c., 
purchased  of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year. 

K. — Specifications  for  traveaux. 

L. — Special  report  of  transportation,  animals,  vehicles,  and  men  employed,  &c.,  at 
San  Antonio  depot  and  post. 

6.  Report  of  Maj.  J.  M.  Moore,  quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  of  the  operations 
of  the  barracks  and  quarters  branch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

7.  Report  of  Maj.  J.  M.  Moore,  quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  of  the  operations 
of  the  claims  branch,  Quartermaster-GeAeral's  Office,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1879. 

8.  Report  of  Capt.  A.  F.  Rockwell,  assistant  quartermaster.  United  States  Army,  of 
the  affairs  relating  to  the  care  and  maintenance  of  national  military  cemeteries  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

A. — Stat43ment  of  disbursements  on  account  of  national  cemeteries  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1879. 


No.  2. — Report  of  Assistant  Quartermaster- Oefieral  Stewart  Van  Vliet 

J  War  Department, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washingtonj  D.  C,  October  2,  1879. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  inspection  branch  of  this  office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1879. 

The  duties  of  this  branch  are  principally  as  follows : 

Keeping  narrative  reports  of  stations  and  duties  of  all  officers  who 
perform  duties  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

Examining,  and  preparing  for  such  action  as  may  be  requisite,  com- 
munications on  assignments  of  officers,  annual  reports,  &c. 

The  filing  and  distribution  of  orders,  circulars,  rolls  of  honor,  and 
other  printed  documents,  and  replying  to  communications  in  regard  to 
same. 

Preparing  monthly  returns  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment for  the  Adjutant-General's  Office. 

Keeping  books  of  "  letters  received"  and  "  letters  sent,"  relating  indi- 
vidually to  officers,  agents,  and  employes  of  the  department. 

Examining  requests  for  newspapers  and  other  periodicals  for  post 
libraries,  and  ordering  subscriptions  for  and  keeping  account  of  same, 
under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders  Nos.  24  and  14,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  series  of  1878-'79.  Four  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
dollars  and  seventy -eight  cents'  worth  of  miscellaneous  literature,  such 
as  Harper's  and  Frank  Leslie's  publications,  scientific  journals,  reviews, 
and  the  more  prominent  daily  and  weekly  political  papers,  having  been 
ordered  for  the  different  posts  who  have  asked  for  them,  the  subscrip- 
tions have  been  made  and  paid  for  by  the  depot  quartermasters  in  New 
York  City  and  Washington.  The  expenditure  of  $103.81  has  been  or- 
dered for  school-books  under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders  No.  14, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  of  1879. 

About  4,472  letters  have  been  received,  briefed,  and  entered,  and  450 
letters  written  and  sent,  not  including  upwards  of  900  letters  on  miscel- 
laneous subjects  written  and  sent,  wMch  are  recorded  in  the  miscella- 
neous branch  of  the  office. 

The  attention  of  the  Quartermaster-General  is  invited  to  statement 
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No.  9  of  the  annual  report  for  last  fiscal  year,  embodying  the  opinions 
of  such  officers  serving  in  the  Quartermasters  Department  as  reported 
as  to  the  advisability  of  enacting  a  law  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  post-quartermaster  sergeants.  Twenty-nine  officers  have  recom- 
mended the  enactment  of  such  a  law  in  their  annual  reports  for  this  fis- 
cal year. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  orders,  circulars,  books, 
and  pamphlets  received  and  distributed  during  the  fiscal  year : 


Deaignation. 


General  Orders,  Qaartermaster-General's  Office. 

General  Orders,  Adjatant-General's  Office 

General  Court-Martial  Orders 

Circulars 

KoUs  of  Honor  

Miscellaneous  books  and  pamplilets 


Total 


Number      Number 
r^^eived.  distributed. 


56,000 

25,200 

7,100 


3,877 


91,977 


400 

40.000 

18,900 

4,800 

800 

3,211 


68,111 


I  inclose  herewith  list  of  officers  on  duty  in  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment, showing  their  stations,  period  of  service,  &c.,  during  the  fiscal 
year. 

Yery  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWAET  YAN  YLIET, 
Assistant  Quartermaster-Oeneral^  U.  8,  A.. 

The  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army. 
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B. — Stations  and  duties  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Departmentf  July  1,  1879. 

QUAKTERMASTER-GEXERAL'S  OFFICE. 

Meigs,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C,  Quartermaster-General;  Van  Vliet,  Bvt.  Mig.  Gen. 
Stewart,  assistant  quartemiaster-general  ,*  Bingham,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Judson  D.,  dep- 
uty quartermaster-general ;  Hodges,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C,  deputy  quartermaster-gen- 
eral ;  Moore,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.,  quartermaster. 

GENERAL  DEPOTS  ESTABLISHED  BY  GENERAL  ORDERS  NO.  32,  HEADQUARTERS  OP  THB 

ARMY,   APRIL  8,  1869. 

Neic  York. — East  on,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Langdon  C,  assistant  quartermaster  general  in 
charge. 

Philadelphia. — Rucker,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  H.,  assistant  quartermaster-general  in 
charge;  Rodgers,  Capt.  John  F.,  military  storekeeper ;  Lord,  Bvt.  Maj.  James  H.,  as- 
sistant quartermaster,  under  orders  for  duty  at  Fort  Preble,  Me.  • 

Watfhinytony  Z>.  C — Rockwell,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Almon  F.,  assistant  quartermaster 
in  charge. 

Jeffersonvillej  Ind. — Ekin,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  A.,  deputy  quartermaster-general 
in  charge ;  Barrett,  Capt.  Addison,  military  storekeeper. 

San  FranciscOy  Cal. — Batchelder,  Bvt.  Col.  Richard  N.,  quartermaster  in  charge. 

Office  of  National  CemeterieSj  Washington^  D.  C. — Rockwell,  Bvt.  Col.  Almon  F.  assist- 
ant (luartermaster  in  charge. 

MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  ATLANTIC. 

Headquarters  Governor's  Island^  New  York  Harbor. — Perry,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander 
J.,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quartermaster. 

Department  of  th^  East. 

Headquarters  Governor's  Island^  New  Turk  Harbor. — Perry,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander 
J.,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quartermaster;  Reynolds,  Bvt.  Lieut.  CoL 
Charles  A.,  quartermaster,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.:  Rohinson,  Maj.  a!  G.,  quartermaster,  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  under  orders  for  duty  in  the  Military  Divisitm  of  the  Missouri;  Foster,  Bvt. 
Col.  Charles  W.,  assistant  quartermaster,  post-ciuar'ennast^^r.  Fort  Adams,  R.  1.:  Potter, 
Capt.  Reuben  M.,  military  storekeeper.  Fort  Wood,  New  York  Harbor,  on  sict  leave; 
Alligood,  Capt.  Charles  A.,  military  storekeeper.  Fort.  Wadsworth,  New  York  Harbor; 
Kimball,  Capt.  Amos  S.,  assistant  <[uartermaster,  post-(iuartermaster,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Marshall,  Capt.  James  M.,  assistant  quartermaster,  post  quartermaster,  Baltimore, 
Md.;  Simpson,  Capt.  John,  assistant  quartermast4>r,  David's  Island,  New  York  Harbor; 
Campbell,  Capt,  L.  E.,  a^istant  quartermaster,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

Department  of  the  South. 

Headquarters  Netpport  Barracks,  Ky. — Chandler,  Bvt.  Col.  John  G..  deputy  quarter- 
master-general, chief  quartermaster;  McGounigle,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  J.,  assist- 
ant quartermaster,  doj)ot  (juartermaster,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Belcher,  Bvt.  Mi^.  John 
H.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

MIUTARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSOURI. 

Headquarters  Chicagoy  III. — Ingalls,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Rufus,  assistant  quartermaster- 
general,  chief  quartermaster;  Hughes,  Maj.  William  B.,  quartermaster,  depot-quar- 
termaster, Saint  Louis,  Mo.;  Martin,  Capt.  William  P.,  military  storekeeper,  oaint 
Louis  clothing  depot.  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Headquarters  Fort  Leavenworthj  Kans. — Saxton,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Rufus,  deputy  quar- 
termaster-general, chief  quartermaster;  Dana,  I3vt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  J.,  quartermas- 
ter, chief  quartermaster  District  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fd,  N.  Mex. ;  Hoyt,  Capt. 
Charles  H.,  assistant  quartermaster,  dej>ot-qnartemiaster,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.; 
Blunt,  Bvt.  Col.  Asa  P.,  assistant  quart ernuister,  governor  of  military  prison,  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kans. 
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Department  of  the  Platte. 

Headquarters  Fort  Omaha,  Nehr, — LudingtoD,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Marshall  I.,  quartermaa- 
ter,  chief  quartermaster;  Oilliss^  Capt.  James^  assistant  quartermaster^  Cheyenne  Depot, 
Wye;  Howell^  Bvt.  Maj.  WiUiam  T.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Ogden,  Utah;  Livers, 
Capt.  John,  military  storekeeper,  Fort  Omaha,  Nebr.,  under  orders  for  duty  at  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ;  Furey,  Capt.  John  V.,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  charge  of  depot,  Fort 
Omaha,  Nebr. 

Department  of  Dakota. 

Headquarters  Saint  Paul,  Minn. — Tompkins,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  H.,  deputy  quar- 
termaster-general, chief  quartermaster;  Baker,  M%j.  £.  D.,  quartermaster,  in  charge 
of  depot,  Bismarck,  Dak. ;  Lee,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  James  G.  C,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Fort  Assinaboine,  Mont. ;  Grimes,  Bvt.  Maj.  Edward  B.,  assistant  quiurt«rma6ter,  in 
charge  of  depot  at  Yankton,  Dak. ;  Kirk,  Capt.  Ezra  B.,  assistant  quartermaster,  de- 
pot and  post  quartermaster.  Fort  Buford,  Dak. ;  Constable,  Capt.  Nathaniel  S.,  assist- 
ant quailiermaster,  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. 

Department  of  Texas, 

Headquarters  at  depot  near  San  Antonio^  Tex. — Card,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  C, 
quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster ;  Eokerson,  Bvt.  Mi^.  Theodore  J.,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  on  leave  of  absence ;  Bradley,  Capt.  George  W.,  assistant 
quartermaster,  depot  quartermaster.  San  Antonio,  Tex. ;  Atwood,  Bvt.  Mi^.  Edwin  B., 
assistant  quartermaster,  Fort  Wortn,  Tex. 

MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  PACIFIC  AND   DEPARTMENT  OF  CAUFORNIA. 

Headquarters  Presidio  of  San  Frandsco,  Cal. — Holabird,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  B., 
deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quartermaster;  Batchelder,  Bvt.  Col.  Richard  N., 
anartermaster,  in  charge  of  the  general  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and 
disbursing  Quartermaster,  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  HuU,  Capt.  G.  A.,  military  storekeep  er, 
in  charge  of  clothing  depot,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Department  of  Arizona^ 

Headquarters  Whipple  Barracks,  Presooit,  Ariz. — Weeks,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  George  H., 
quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster ;  Smith,  Capt.  Gilbert  C,  assistant  quartemuurter, 
Fort  Lowell,  Ariz.;  Strang,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  J.,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Tuma  depot,  Ariz. 

Department  of  the  Columbia. 

Headquarters  Vancouver  Barreicks,  Wash. — Sawtelle,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  G.,  quar- 
termaster, chief  quartermaster ;  Dandy,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  B.,  quartermaster^ 
Portland,  Oreg. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Myers.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William,  quartermaster,  on  leave  of  absence ;  Janes,  Bvt. 
Lieut.  Cfol.  Henry  W.,  quartermaster,  ;  Forsyth.  Bvt.  Mi^.  Lewis  C,  assistant 

quartermaster,  en  route  for  duty  in  Department  of  the  Colnmbia ;  Scully,  Bvt.  Col.  J. 
W.,  assistant  quartermaster,  engaged  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. ;  Hunt,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  B.,  assistant  quartermaster,  under  orders 
for  duty  at  Fort  Union,  N.  Mex. ,  address,  Washington,  D.  C. :  Heintzelman,  Capt.  Charles^ 
S.,  assistant  quartermaster,  on  sick  leave  in  Europe ;  Miltimore,  Capt.  Alonzo  E.,  as- 
sistant quartermaster,  Fort  Preble,  Me.,  awaiting  orders;  Humphrey.  Capt.  Chailea 
F.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  awaiting  orders;  Williams^ 
Capt.  Charles  W.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  awaiting  orders. 
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^  It.  M  Cav  . 

lit  It.  izi  Inr. 

ad  It.  iMh  Inf . 
UtlLandlLQ. 
U.  lOtfa  C»T, 
lat  IL  unh  Inf 


Btfltett,WmfHn... 


Kdmunda,  Fruk  H 


Enott.  William... 


n«glpr,D.W 

Farraic.  Bdvatil  S 


1st  It.  2d  Art . 
U  It.  iBt  Inf. . 

3d  It  Sth  Car 


If.  4th  Art 
id  It  and  R.I 

H.  ad  Cbt. 
lU.oid  ... 
latU.aiidB.1 


I  3d  It  Hat  Inf. 


FmaPb.r.B    

FountalD,  Samuel  W 
GrealliMUchael  J . 
OvrJacb.W'UlluD... 


2d  It  3d  Cav  . . 
UtltBthCar 
Capt«cO.S.E 
IdttSdlnf.. 

:!diti4t>iinr. 

3d  It  ad  Inf. 


Saint  Lonls  Aniaual. 
Ko. 

Bakn-Clty.Oreg 

FortGnillot.Moli,... 

ForlCanhT.Wssb.... 

la  the  flrtd.  Dent  of 
the  Platt«  anJ  Fort 
RabinHou,  Nebr. 

Kef  W»t  BaiTOolu. 


Fort  Levla.  Culo 

FortSdMBn-M-Mfli. 
Fort  CnrigTw- Mrs.. 
Port  CaHCtr,  Moot.. 
FurtCi^e.N.Mei.. 
Fort  MoIntiMb,  Tai. 


Fort  McDoireU,  i 


ColumblB. 

r("    ■   ■ 

Fort  Kills.  M< 

FDrtJIlapu»,6,  Y... 
In  the  flild,  Depart- 
ment  of  the  Coliuubli 
Fort  Elamalh  Ore£ 
Sldnt  Louis  BanacEa, 

Mo. 
Rail    Cloud  A^UDj, 


Dak. 


LoaiL^ 


Fort  Cane  ho,  t 

Fort  Brady,  M: 
In  the  aAi.   1 


ni«Dt  of  the  Cotnmbla. 

Waahlneton  Arwinal, 

D.C, 
In  the  fl«]d,  Depart- 
mvDt  of  Dakota. 
FortU.A.Rauell.Wyo 
Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  Tar 
Pneldio,  Ban  Fnaoii 

r>o.Cal. 
AngBlIstuid,  Cal 

FortCiuUr,  Uont... 

Fort  Ringgold.  Tei..! 

Rock  Inland  Arsenal. 
HL 

niBDCofUie'ColDnibbi. 
Fort  Townaend,  Waah . 
Cainp  ShiirldHi,  Nebr. 
Santa  Uatla.  Tex  .... 

FortFm)  SterleTVyo 
Fort  Hartauff,  Nebr.. . 


_-,„  .,  1878,  to  Jun_  .., 

Sniit  ZI.  1M78.  ta  Fpb.  1,  19TB. 
Not.  13,  l^S.  U>  June  18, 1879. 

Dec.  31,  I87B,  to  June  M,  18J8. 

Feb.  21.  li 


July  1, 1878,  to  a«pt  1, 18T8. 
Jnly  1. 1871.  (o  Dm.  31,  im 
July  1, 1878,  to  Jud#  M,  1ST*. 
July  1,  IS78,  to  3«pt,  31.  IBTB. 


to  Deo.  11, 1878. 
to  Judo  30, 1878. 

to  Juno  3«,' 18711. 


May  31.18 

^y  as',  18 

June  3. 18TB.  to  June  3«,  18TS. 
Jnly  I,  ltn8,  to  Sopt,  8, 1878, 

Scut  2T.  1878,  to  June  30,  ]87e. 
Jnly  1,  ISTft  to  Jnly  ijBTB, 
and  ftom  Aug.  36,  1878,  tD 

Sept  31, 1873;  to  Mar.  31,  IBTf. 
July  80, 1878,  to  Aug.  13, 1873, 

and  ftom  Oct  18,  1818.  ID 

Oct  31,  IB7B. 
Aug,  20, 1878,  to  Sept  M,  18T8. 

July  I.18Ta,toJnly  IS,  1873, 

Jnly  1, 1B78,  to  Juoe  30, 1979. 
Jnly  1. 1878,  to  May  2£  IBTS. 
July  1, 1878,  to  Oet  1. 1878. 

Jnly  1, 1K7B,  to  June  30. 1878. 

July  1, 1878,  lo  May  30, 18T0, 

June  30, 1870, 
Apr.  I,  ins, 

Jnly  30. 1878.  to  Nov,  1, 1878. 

Sep).  IS.  1878.  to  Not.  90, 1878. 


imp  Sheridan.  ]l7«br . 
irtStockUo.  tei. ... 


■9.  to  Jul 


July  1. 1378.  tu  Juno  30. 1870. 
Oct.  la,  1B78,  lo  Apr.  1,  IBTI. 
Jnly  1. 1878,  to  Not.  1,  IS7A 
Jnli- 1, 18T8,  to  Jane  10. 1879. 
Aug.  39. 18^  to  Oct »,  Url. 
July  1. 1878,  lo  Sept  U,  TgH. 
Oct  B,  1878,  to  June  3A  Ufa. 
July  1,  IWB,  to  Jnne  30,  W79. 
July  1. 18T8.  lo  Jane  30. 18T9. 
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C. — List  of  officers  on  duty  as  acting  assistant  quartermasterSj  ^. — Contmued. 


Name. 


Lineal  rank  and 
regiment. 


Brevet 
rank. 


Station. 


Time  daring  year  on  duty 
A.I.Q.M. 


Gatewood,  Charles  B.  i 
Grordon,  Charlea  6  . . 
Do 


Garlingtonf  E.  A 

r,  CvTUB  IST .  - 
Garst,  Charles  E 


Gray, 


Gibson^F-M. 
Geary,  William L.. 

Getty.RN 

Hobbs,  Charles  W  . 


Heath,  Frank 


HalL  Charles  B. 


2d  It  6th  Cav  . 
1st  It  6th  Cav. 

....do 

1st  It  7th  Cav. 
Ist  It  25th  Inf. 
2d  It  15th  Inf. 
Ist  It  7th  Cav. 
2d  It  12th  Inf . 
2dlt22dlnf.. 
Ist  It  3d  Art.. 


Istlt.  ordnance 

1st  It  19th  Inf. 
...do 


Haggins.EliL 

Hnbbard,  Edward  B. 

Hardin,  Edward  E  . . . 

Hall,  Joseph 

Hall,  William  P 


1st  It  2d  Art. 
....do 


Hoyt, Georges  ..:...! 
Halloran,  James  .  . .  i 
Humphreys,  Charles . 

Hant,LevlP ! 

Harwood,  Paul i 

Do 

Henry,  A.M 

Hathaway,  F.H 

Hutton,  James  A  . . . 

Do 

Hardie,  Francis  H  .. 

Do 


2d  It  7th  Inf.. 
2d  It  14th  Inf . 
1st  It  &;  R  Q. 

If.  5th  Cav. 
Ist  It  18th  Inf. 
1st  It  12th  Inf. 
1st  It  3d  Art.. 
1st  It  10th  Cav 
1st  It  20th  Inf. 

do 
2d  It  3d  Inf 
1st  It  Sc  R.  Q 

M.  5th  Inf. 
2d  It  8th  Inf 


2d  It  3d  Cav 
...do 


Captain. 


Hoyt,  Ralph  W. 
Hnghes,  M.  B  . 


2a  It  nth  Inf.  I 
1st  It  9th  Cav.' 


Hay,  Charles 
Hewitt  C.C. 
Howard,  Guy 


Howe,  Edgar  W 

Holmes,  Samuel  N . . 


1st  It  23d  Inf. 
2d  It  19th  Inf 
2d  12th  Inf. . . 


2d  It  17th  Inf 
2d  It  13th  Inf 


Haden,  John  J 

IngersoU,  Edward 

Jones,  Francis  B. . 


Do 

Jacobs,  Joshua W .... 

Do 


2d  It  8th  Inf.. 
Capt  d&  O.  S.  E 

1st  It  and  R 
Q.M.3dInf. 

do 

Ist  It  and  R. 
Q.  M.  7th  Inf. 

...do 


Camp  Apache,  Ariz . . 
Camp  Lowell,  Ariz . . . 
Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo 
Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. . 

Fort  Davis,  Tex 

Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex .  | 
Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo 

Fort  Grant,  Ariz 

Fort  Griflftn,  Tex 

Plattsburg  Barracks, 

Rock  Island  Arsenal, 
HL 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo 

Fort  L^ven  worth, 
Eans. 

Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa. . 

Washington  Arsenal, 
D.C. 

Fort  Benton,  Mont 

Fort  Hall,  Idaho 

In  the  field,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn 

Camp  Gaston,  Cal 

Fort  Schuyler.  N.  Y . . . 

Fort  Worth,  Tex 

San  Felipe,  Tex 

Fort  Clark,  Tex 

Fort  Benton,  Mont 

Fort  Reogh,  Mont 

In  the  field,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Columbia. 
San  Diego  Barracks, 

Spotted  Tail  Agency, 
Dak. 

In  the  field,  Depart- 
ment of  Dakota. 

Fort  Bennett  Dak 

In  the  field,  Depart- 
mentof  the  Missouri. 

Fort  Hays,  Kans 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo 

In  the  field,  Depart- 
ment of  Arizona. 

Fort  Sisseton,  Dak 

Little  Rock  Barracks, 
Ark. 

Fort  Yuma,  Cal 

Springfield  Armory, 
Mass. 

In  the  field.  Depart- 
ment of  Dakota. 

Fort  Shaw,  Mont 

do 


Johnson,  Henry  . 
Johnson,  C.  A  . . . 
Jones,  Samuel  R. 
Kxess,  John  A... 


Kingsbury,  Geo.  W.. 

Kerr,  John  B 

Kendall,  H.  M 

Kendrick,  F.  M.  H  . . . 
KilpatricK,  Andrew  E 
Kimball.  William  A..; 

Kinzie,  George  H J 

Knower,  E.  C 

King,  J.  S 

Love.  George  M i 

Do.....^. 

Leefe.  frohii  f J    

Lyon,  Marcus  W 


2d  It  8th  Inf.. 
1st  It  14th  Inf. 
Istlt  4th  Art., 
Capt  ord '  Mi^or. 


1st  It  and  R. 
Q.M.  12th  Inf. 
1st  It  6th  Cav. 

....do 

1st  It  7th  Inf. . 
2d  It  17th  Inf . 
2d  It  14th  Inf . 
Ist  It  15th  Inf. 
1st  It.  3d  Art. . 
let  It  12th  Inf. 
Ist  It  16th  Inf. 

...do 

Ist  It.  19th  Inf. 
l8tlt  ord 


Captain . 


Lt.  col 


Fort  Snelling,  Minn. 


Fort  Mohave,  Ariz .... 
Fort  Robinson,  Nebr. . 

Fort  Point,  Cal I 

Vancouver    Arsenal, 

Wash. 
Fort  Whipple,  Ariz . . . 

Camp  Lowell,  Ariz  . . . 
Fort  McDowell,  Ariz. . 

Fort  Shaw,  Mont 

Fort  Sisseton,  Dak 

Fort  HaU.  Idaho 

Fort  Bliss,  Tex 

Madison  Bar'cks,  K.  Y. 

Fort  Verde,  Ariz 

Fort  Hays,  Kans 

Fort  Wallace,  Kans. . .  i 

Fort  Dodge,  Kans 

Allegheny  Arsenal,  Paj 


July  1, 1878,  to  July  81, 1878. 
July  1, 1878,  to  Aug.  81, 1878. 
Oct  1, 1878,  to  €k;t24, 1878. 
Jan.  10, 1879,  to  Jan.  14, 1879. 
Mar.  1, 1879,  to  June  80, 1870. 
Mar.  81, 1879,  to  June  80, 1879. 

Do. 
Mar.  9, 1879,  to  June  30, 1879. 
May  30, 1879,  to  June  30, 1878. 
July  1, 1878,  to  June  80, 1879. 

Nov.  1, 1878,  to  June  80, 1879. 

Oct  1, 1878,  to  Feb.  9, 1879. 
Feb.  19, 1879,  to  June  80, 1879. 

July  1, 1878,  to  Oct  1, 1878. 
Oct  15, 1878,  to  June  80, 1879. 

July  1, 1878,  to  Sept  IS,  1878. 
Aug.  31. 1878,  to  Tt)h,  28, 1879. 
July  1, 1878,  to  Dec  1, 187a 

July  1, 1878,  to  April  8, 1879. 
July  1, 1878,  to  Aug.  81, 187& 
Oct  1. 1878,  to  June  80, 1879. 
Oct  29, 1878,  to  June  17, 1879. 
Jan.  4, 1879,  to  Mar.  1, 1879. 
June  9, 1879,  to  June  80, 1870L 
Sept  15, 1878,  to  June  80, 1879. 
Nov.  13, 1878,  to  June  80, 1879. 

July  31, 1878,  to  Aug.  28, 1878. 

July  1, 1878,  to  Sept  25y  1878. 

July  1, 1878,  to  Aug.  26, 1878. 

Aug.  — ,  1878,  to  Dec  5, 1878. 

Aug.  31, 1878,  to  June  80, 1P79. 
July  1, 1878,  to  Sept  1, 1879. 

Jan.  30, 1879,  to  June  30, 1879 
Feb.  9, 1879.  to  June  30, 1879. 
Feb.  24, 1879,  to  June  30, 1879 

Apr.  30. 1879,  to  June  80, 1879 
May  1, 1879.  to  June  80, 1879. 

Apr.  1. 1879,  to  June  80. 1879. 
J^y  1, 1878,  to  June  30, 1879. 

July  6, 1878,  to  Sept  U,  1878. 

Nov.  1, 1878,  to  June  30, 1870. 
July  1, 1878,  to  Sept  15, 187a 

Oct  21,  1878,  to  Dec  a  187a 
and  from  March  a  1879,  to 
June  30, 1879. 
May  19, 1879,  to  June  30, 1879. 
July  1. 187a  to  Dec  31, 187a 
Sept  la  1878,  to  Oct  a  187a 
July  1, 1878,  to  June  80, 187a 

July  1, 187a  to  June  30, 187a 

Aug.  31, 187a  to  Sept  1. 187a 
Sept  1, 187a  to  June  80, 1870. 
Sept  la  187a  to  Nov.  1, 187a 
Feb.  2a  187a  to  Apr.  30, 1879. 
Feb.  28, 1879,  to  June  30, 1879 
Mar.  31, 187a  to  June  30, 1879 
May  1, 1879.  to  June  30. 1879. 
June  21, 1879,  to  June  80, 1879 
July  1. 187a  to  July  22, 187a 
Sept  2, 187a  to  June  a  1879. 
July  1. 187a  to  June  30, 1879. 
July  1, 187a  to  June  30, 1879. 
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LoTeHng.  L.A 

LTnrh.EdvBTd.... 
L»llfli.Ose»rD.... 
Loughborough,  R.  E 


Istlttit  Alt.|. 


McKMTer,  Samuel .. 
MuiD.  'WilUun  A . . . 
Harpby,Jobii 

Uaaiice.  ThomM  D. . 

Do. 

D*  

VcCiimeM.  JobD  B . . 


MMcilf,  HeniT... 

U*ry«,  WUUuo  .. 
yichols,  Fraderlot 

O'CaimeU,  JohnJ.... 

Olmaled,  Jenold  J 

O^rien,  Jobn  J^,^ 
O'Connell.jDlui... 
Orertou.  Gilbert  £ 

Otl*.E:G 

Offlej-.R.H 

Oils,  Aleuuder  ■ . 
FolliKk,  Robert... 

Pmtten,  F.J 

Fitraab,  John ..... 

PDluid,  M.I. 

FicTCF,  Frani-lsE 

P«terson,GBo.T.l.. 
P»Ct*r»on.  Robert  H. 


Inf..] MiUUrj  ptiaaa.  Fort  1  July  1,1878,  to  May  31,1879. 


Jul;  1. 18T8,  to  Ang.  1.  IB7g. 

Jnlj  1, 1878,  to  Nov.  30, 1878. 
July  1,  ims,  lo  May  1»,  1879. 
Nov.  30. 187H,  lo  June  1, 187». 
Mar.  1, 1879,  to  JuQB  30, 1879. 

Apr.  1,  IBTft,  to  June  30. 18T9. 
July  1, 1878,  to  June  30, 1879. 

July  1 ,  1CT8,  111  Jnne  S3, 1879. 
Jnly  I,  IS7H,  li>  June  30. 1879. 
July  1,  I8TA,  lo  Jnne  30, 1879. 


latlLZd  Inf.. 


litltot 
lW.ord 


IHIt.uidR.O.  . 

U.13tlilu£ 

2d  It.  4th  Inf. .  . 

.    lit  Itathlnf..  . 

.   latlt.  stbn*T  . 
.   2dlt.4thAit... 

.   Ctft-lttlaf..  . 


KS 

^Wyo 

IT,!,- 

w.Tei 

Fort  Kin 
Fortlhn 

as. 

bv:::. 

FortPiv 

ble.Me 

Fort  Ya(*mDak   

Fort  Cameron.  UUh  .. 
Port  Col  tUIf,  Wseb  .. 


Fort     "Walla     Willi, 

W»ah. 
Sao  Diego  Banackfi, 


Jaekmo  Barracka,  1 


Cunp  ThcmiHii,  Artz . 
Camp  MgDnnnll,  Kov 
Had   Cloud    ARoncy. 

n)rtTatfle,I>ak 


Watertown  Anenal 
BenlclB  Aiwikal.  Cal 


<>  June  30, 1879, 
I.I  June  39, 1979. 
loAuK.10.ie7B. 

1. 1,  IBTS. 
B  30,1879. 
>  30, 1879. 

July  1, 1878,  to  Sept.  23, 1878. 

Sept  20, 1878,  to  June  30, 1879. 

Sept.  2S,  1818,  to  Jane  30, 1879, 

.   July  1,1878,  to  Oot.  20,1878. 
Oct.  10, 1878,  (o  Jnne  3D,  1879. 

I.   AnK.81.1S7^(oJnni>30.1879. 

.   Ang.  1, 1878,  to  Jnne  28, 1879. 

Feb.  0. 1879,  to  April  12, 1879. 

Ang.  20,  lB7a  to  Jan.  31,  ISn. 

.   Jnljl,1878,lo  June  30, 1879 

:'  April  1, 1870,  to  June 30. 1879. 

'.   July  16, 1878.  to  April'2;  18701 

.  Jnly  27,1878,  toJnne21,I8T9. 

Deo.  11, 1878,  to  May  21, 1819. 


July  1, 1878,  to  Mar.  S8. 1879. 
Jnl;  1  I8TB  to  Jnoeao  1819 

July  1  1878,  to  Ang  SO  1878. 


.    in  It.  10th  Inf.: I  Fort  ■Wallace  Kane 

.    2d  It.  15th  Inf.  I ,  Fort  Stanton  N  Ue 

.   latttSdAtt.. I  Fort  HamUloQ,  N  Y 

Wit.  8thlnf..  -       _  ..     .  -1. 


.    FortBidwell  Cal 


lit  It.  24th  Inf. .. 
lit  It.  4th  Art. .. 

letlt  Kng 

inlt.andB.Q.  .. 
M.  23d  Inf. 


Kane. 


;    leave 


Beillv.  Heorv  J 

Rltzina,  Himry  P  .... 
Kohinw>n,Win.W.,jr 

Rnbl..n,  fteoive 

Robinion.  Fndericit 

Boaob,  George  H 

Beade.Han? 


tit.  Gtfa  Art !  Fort  BansucBfi,  Fla 

_tll.2SIhInf  I I  FortDavliTei 

l»tlt.7thCav  I Fort  Tott*n,  Dak 

lat  It  ITlh  Inf  I I  Fort  Meade  Dak 

'  tltStbArt.l laavannah.Ga 

—t  It  17th  Int. ,  Fort  Pembina,  Dak 

Ut  It  25th  Inf. j Fort8locktm,Tei 


n  39  1819 
T  H  n       Tune  30  18T9 

Julv  1  JfTR  t    Ma    JI  1879 
July  1  1078  lo  0«    e  1878. 
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ilnrinc  v«aT  on  dnt y  fti 
A.I.Q.M. 


Richmond.  E.  T.  C. . . 


UOi^lfi 


Do ;.,..do Carlisle  BntTMlta.  Pa. !  Jan 


KaukiT.L.  H  .. 


t  at  the  lOlliii 


June  SO,  18TS. 
.   Jnly  1.  ISTB,  to  Dec  31.  ISTS. 
.     Jnl;  1. 1B78,  to  Jane  SD,  iSn. 

!  Oat  4,1878,  to  June  30,  lem 

0  Oct  24, 1878,  to  Uu.  11,1871. 
Oct  31. 1878.  to  Dee.  6, 1878. 


Sarson,  Horace B... 


jtltSUtlDf.    Lteol. 
lilt  Iflthinf .; 


Carlltle  ButscIib,  Po 
.  Fort  Towns™  d,Wji.*li 
.  Fort  Canby,  Waeh   . . 


£S'^"----' 

J^flt'^^S-Q 

Captain. : 

Stafford,  Stephen  B.. 

latltandRQ. 

Smith,  George  K 

IrtltlatCav. 
latltBlhlnf.. 

Capt^n. 

r.Sll-iiii''.:;;: 

SltSK 

'ciptato: 

iSHt^'i?/ 

M.  22,1  Inf.      ,                  1 

Do ^...do 

Thorp,  Frank lutltaudR-Q. 

1 

Tiux.l.ThomaaO.. 
Thifi,.Pre<li!ricli,... 
TrODt,JohnF 

"S?.?- 

I..l,.ml., 

rt  Harney,  Orse  . . 


FortWIngate, ».  1 
FortCralK,!'',  Mei 


''.*'''■  V,'? ' 


Fort     Walla     WHlln 


In  the  field,  Depij 


one  MkI879. 

Jnly  1, 1878.  to  Oct  1, 1878. 

.   JntT31.ie78,toJnnetg,I8». 

July  1. 1878,  to  Apr.  J,  IBT*. 

and  fnnft  Jnne  1,  IBTS,  to 

Jnne  30, 187>. 

.   Jnly  1. 1878,  to  Jnne  in.  lam 

.  JulyI,187e,toJ*&.l,197«. 

,    Oct  19, 1B78,  to  Jnne  ».  ima. 

Jnly  1, 1878,  to  Sept  4, 1878. 
■■:  Jan.S1, 187>.toJD»SD,187B. 

JnlTl  1878,  to  Oct  1. 
D  Jnly  1, 1878,  to  Aug.  M. 
I  Aug.  2«  to  Oct  llTlBTB. 
.  Jnly  1, 18T8,  to  June  30,  lOt 

Ang.  G  to  Bept  W,  18TS. 

■     July  9  to  Jnly  1>,  IWB. 

I  Sept £4. 1878, toJnae30,lB79. 
.   JnlyaitoOetLLUTS. 
.1  SepllS,1378,lolbr.81,lB71, 
July  1, 1878,  to  Sept  M,  1BT8, 
'      and  tma  Hu.  14,  1B7S,  to 
Apr.  la,  1870. 
June  id.  1878  to  June  M,  1B7I; 
.  Jnlyl.l878.tojBn.4.1B». 
Jnlv  28,  1878,  to  Aug.  *.  187& 
and  ^m  Uar.  M^  18TS;  to 
May  27. 1879. 
Jan.  •&.  1879,  to  Apr.  14, 1B7B. 

Uar.  IS.  187B.  to  Jane  K,  1871. 
.  I  Apr.  30, 187B,  to  June  30,  IBIV. 
.  I  July  1, 1878,  to  Uar.  M,  1871L 


1,  Depnii  Aug.28.187e^MSept»,1878. 

1.  Deport  Jul  1. 1878.  to  Feb.  it,  1B7>. 

&C.   .....  OcL2S.ine,toI>eo.l8.l8T«. 

irveyi    In  Ang.  II,  1878.  to  JaK.  31,  inH 


Rock  Island,  ni 

Standing  Sock,  Duk 


Jnly  1, 1878,  to  Jnly  30, 1878. 
Jnly  1. 1878.  M  Oot  U;  1878< 

Sept  11. 1878.  to  Oct  31. 1871. 

Jnly  22, 1878,  to  Jan.  10. 1879. 
Fab.  1»,  1878.  to  JnaeSOv  !«>■ 
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Iolaiiiu,T.M 

Tnrnor,  fi.L 

TsTlor,  Sidney  W.. 
Tutbcrly.H.B 

DphuD,  Frank  E.. 

tJIio,  James. 

TBmntB,  Chirlea  A 


.■tpt  Id  tnf  . . 
lBllt.aDilR.q. 


lstlt.1HliCav 


Whiatler.Q.N 

Vud,  Frederick  K . 
'WUwii,GeorgsS... 

WutJ.  Henry  d 

Wotberspmm.  W.  W 


111  It.  Uh  Art. 
lltlt.litC>< 
inltl2thtDt 

IMlt-uulR.Q. 
M.  IBtb  iDf. 
MlLiathliif.. 


Whjte,  iYederick"' 


Woodbnry,  Thamu  C 
Weule.'lliDinBgU... 

Wheeltr,  H.W 

Wethers  il.  A.  M 

WilheliBi,  Looto 

Wllli«in»,  W.M.... 
VUson,  Kiehaid  H.. 
WluchHler.  H.  F.... 

Woodwuil,  CharieV 6. 
WllKoi,  Jsinea  L... 
Weiton,  Jo-      - 


Whllney.John.;::; 

V.n 

s^dT 

Capt 

T»on,, 

0*o-S 

MIt 

Fort  SoUy.  Itak 

Newport  Bsr»c-ki,Kv 
AlDafarulBUiid,Ci>l... 
In  Iha  field.  Deput- 

meat  artheCotnmblH, 
Fort    Walla    Walk, 

Wash. 

Idaho.*"  ™*' 

Camp  J.  O.  Stnrgfi, 

FortA.  LIbcoId.  Dak.. 

Camp  MoDermlt,  Nav. 
Id  the  OpIiI.  Depart 

to   the  Sitld.  Depart- 


KeyWeat^Fla 

Fori  Butw.  Idaho 

Exploring  eTpedttioQ 

In  tho  Department 

ofCaltfarDSr 

Fort  Kiley,  Kan* 

BeolclB  BarraokH,  Cal. 


D.  C. 
Fort  Klamath,  On 
Fon  BeoD,  iBcL  T. 
FortBUIotl^Tci... 

Fort  SUiTeuMD.'  tMk. 
Lower  Brale,I]B 
Fort  lo'on.  Ceti. 


Cd... 


Camp  8ntRilT, 

Fort  WooIn.  . 

Fort  Onbu^.  N.  T.. 

FUrt  PobLCal. 

Hel«ia.Hont 

Fort  SuUv,  Dak 

Carliala  SnnHka,  Fa 

.1  AtlanU.   Oa 

.1  Coal  Benka,  Dak 

.'  Fort  Pembina,  IMk.. 
..  Ftirl  A,  LlacolD,  Dak. 
.1  Wnlervllet    AtMiial, 
'      XY. 
J  Camp  Baker,  Msnl.. 


e  ■lnriiiB  j-ear  on  duty  ai 


Jnlj- 1,  IBT8,  to  Ang.  15. 1S7B. 
Jnly  1.  ISTg,  141  Dec.  31.  1EIT8. 
■July  18, 1B78,  to  Not,  21. 18T8. 

Dm.  10. 1B78,  to  Jan.  lU,  IBTB, 
and  from  March  1,  If^B.  to 
June  tS.  \tm. 

July  1. 1BT8,  la  July  27,  IBTg. 

Feb.  35,  le^,  to  June  SO.  IBTB. 

July  1,  1878.  la  Not.  2B.  ISTB. 

NoT.».IBTa,Eo  Jan.Sl,  187BL 
Jidy  1.  1S78,  to  Dto.  31, 18TS. 
Un.  20,  IBTi,  to  JoseM,  IBIt. 
July  I.  Ifrri,  to  Out.  31,  IBTS. 


July  1,  IBTS,  lo  June  W,  IBTS. 
July  1, 1878.  to  July  IS.  1878. 


Jal>- 1. 1878,  to  Not.  K,  1878. 


„  1, 1878,  to  Sept.  30.  IBT8. 
J  1, 1BT8,  to  Ool  1.  IB-" 


,„, 0,1878; 

Not.  i.  lB7a,  to  Jnno  30, 1BT«. 
Jan.  1, 1879.  lo  June  30.  t87B. 
Apill  1,  IB79,  to  May  31,  IBTB. 
AprlllS,  Itrnt,  to  June^O,  ISTB. 
I  kb>-  7,  iSTB,  to  June  3D.  187B. 
May  31, 1B7B,  to  June  30, 187B. 


July  1, 1B7B,  tu  Sept-  IS,  1678. 


248 


REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 


CO 


O) 


S 

MM 


S    S    S    3    ^    9 

04 

^ 

IS  ^  s  s  ss 

eo 

1  1  1  g  g  g 

r.  1 

€  g  s  ^  s 

1-H        O        r^        rH        t-< 

§ 

S    3    S    2    '«"    S 

is      Ob      *-                      i^ 

s  :|  ^     ae      t"^     rf     gc" 

^'  §" 

^  s 

*^ 

* 

CI 

^ 

0) 

k. 

»^ 

ce 

k             1 

•  • 

>A 

< 

ti4 

PJ 
» 

3 

» 

>i 

'5 

;; 

x 

QUABTERMASTEB-GENEBAL. 


249 


o 

2 

a 

00 


0 

D 
OQ 

a 
o 

£ 


o 

OQ 


o 


at 
So 


00 

I* 


ss 


.A 

So 


4 

So 


I* 

;  *«* 

SB 


CO 

So 


I     A 


So 


So  o 


m 

a 

o 


8 


is§s§S3i§i§§§i  § 


of 

s 


» 


I 


sss&sss 


£■ 

^ 

s 

u 


S 


S3 


I 


9 


=t 


e»^     o 

^00      o 


sss 


^   fi  t<   t.   £<   >   S 


CO 


S3 


sf 


00 


i 


s 


a 


264 


REPORT  or  THE  SECRET  A£T  OF  WAR. 


JO       «!|119pi|»; 

•npiednsjoivj 


I- 

So 

9 


'ep^idsoq 
joj|Bd9jpn« 
no);3iu^«noQ 


•dmddi«no|;B^ 


§  j      '9S«d|nb9 


'Sdnd 


s  -<In9  •)!  p'aB 
.2  '-inuy  oin  jo 
'^  '  noT^v^ousnux 


SI 


^5 

IS 


^^ 


s 
s 


si:;  So 


u\ 


g|5 


S 
I 


So 


S3 

IS 


i^SS 


aTofwV 


s 


ss 


«?  I 


« 


s 


s 


ssss 

^       »       ^       ^ 

eoi-ico*^ 


IT 


ocb 
55 


^s 


IfiSs^'^" 


8 


§ 


3 


IH 


;&! 


3 


Df 


3 
I 


3 
3 


S 


S^c$3 


eC    of 

T 


ss 


'8j9)jinib      i 


I 


SS9S3S^ 
Sf?3'J5S^" 


s 

C3 

s 

ao 
V. 

I" 

.2  I 


.5 


2: 

S 


S3 


•jepu8AjpiAii3 


■ei 


3 


3 


i 


3 
3 


'899TTad 

•xe  iv;n<»pf9ax 


SiS3 


S;iS^SSS2(3 


s; 


SsSs  s  •H 


*«dT|d 
•dTi9    j'uiiij9d;| 


3^3 

?^x 

Ml? 


3 

3 


«e«n«-4iA  "3 


31 


s* 
^ 


9 
3|ja 

9  I-  fi 

i  s 

3'   3' 


3^33333^3 


ill® 


S3 


$3S1 


3 


3 


33 
3S 


33S8 
339^3 


3 


8 
S 

ar 


3 

S 


IS 

s 

3f 


S2 

S 


8 
I 


9 


Si 


S;So3^33$S;33S33333S3383 

35SSi§i§iigsiS8r82«8 


cf 


I 

I 


.2 

••a 


e 
a 
.2 


I  i 


3 


B 

.2 
'3 

SI 


£9  O 
_    j-a  ^ 


r     C 


d 

3 


S 
5* 


1^4 


s 

a 
3 


C  ^  **  '^  **  ••5  _9 
T'U  tf  ti  "C -ta -^ 


•  •4  ^ 


3:2 

S3 


J 


-CM 

d   . 

ess 
r  !* 


s 

o 


1  5 


l'  ^  9  ^  ■<<  ^  ^m  X  fl 


33S3{: 


9 


3^31:3 
§S§3i 


8 

I' 


Si 

of 


QUABTERMASTEE-GENERAL. 


251 


•2 

53 


SSSSSiS  S9SS 


o 

Oi 

So 


I 


! 


w  O  V  w  w  w 

Sis 

■«» -ta -ta  ^  .*» -ta 

S§3§S9 

o  o  o  o  o  o 

aaiaaa 


is 


252 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


a 

1 

So 


So 


S 

e 

o 


I 
•c 

P. 

S 

g 

-«1 


,    8 


8 


S 


X 


s 


s 


8 


^ 

X 


s 


eo 


:i  's 


00  t> 


o 


«P  r>  to  CO 

i-T     of 


lA 

«"  ! 


s 


$ 


taw 
t««o 


S5 

CO 

00 

CI 

i 

"«t 

■^ 

ooSd 


ss 


S8 


lO 


M 


9 
>A 


P9 

,So    •«    . 

11 ?|lfil 


s 

S3 

i 

1 

J" 

1 

i-T 

lA 


00 


IS 


to 

•(3 


s 


o 


9 

lA 


C>1 


oc 

S5 


CI 

a 
p 


2*?  V  «  V  w  s  « 
S'3 


o 

♦J 

a 


fi<    ^ 


•  V  _  _  -  _ 


o  g  I  £,-3 


ijy  ti  (4  ».  ».  sj-r 


:a 


00  c  «  c 


--'^ 


g 

X 


« 

a 
o 

ee 

£ 


•<tC»i-it- 
CO  1-1  t-t» 

•*c«      ^ 


s 


@ 


lAOOO 
1-1  <«  CI  CI 

MlArHi^ 
COCO 


CI 


o 

i 


t-ci 


^ 


CO 


g 


CI 


mood 

d^iHCO 
O  11 
'♦CO 

00 


s 


00 


00  00  00  00  00 

«  «  «  s  £ 
a  fl  q  0  S 

S8222 

04  04  p.  p.  a 

eS  c8  e6  08  A 

ifttor^oo*^ 
SoScSoooS 


I 


s 


$ 


§ 


s 


IS 

3 


eo 


ss 


s 


S       ; 

•1 
00 


S 


s 

^ 


:§ 


s 


IS 


s 


00 

s 


'S 

c 
P. 
X 
o 


•CtS     -5 


Pt  Pi  p.  p.  P«  P>  S   Pi 

S22g2Sg2 

p.  p.  p.  p.  p.  a  7  p. 

P<  Pt  P(  Pt  Pa  Pt  £    p« 


S     2 


e 
H 


a 
p 
o 

p 

< 


CO  CO  CO  CO 

c  c;  «  «  ® 
n  s  a  a  P 

a  s  a  3  s  ^ 

•^•^•^•^•^  E7 

'O'S'd'd'd  a 

a  a  a  a  a  "r 

a  s  p  s  s  P 

C«SCCC  -^ 

3  a  a  a  a  Jg 

C-l"!- &  &  § 

^  0  5  3  S  S 

00  00  oc  00   00  ^ 

25555  g 

5  5:^5  5  I 

c  a  a  a  a  H 
2  a  a  3  a 
o  3  c  9  o 

BBBBB 


I 


QUARTERMASTER-  GENERAL. 


253 


P 

a 

a 
o 

So 


3 

o 
H 


SSSSSS^^ 


•  oeo< 


iO 


:s 

Z 

9 

lO 

^K 

•-• 

to 

M 

«er 

»H 

1-1 

CO 

S 

^ 

eo 

t^ 

IH 

OiA  O^  CD 

©weo 


00 


0»fH         t« 


2f 


IS 


CO 


s 


M 


s 


S 


S 


s 


I 


s 


s 


CI 


s 


8 

at 


s 

8 

§ 

S 

8 

i 

iH 

CO 


s 

s 

Q 

t» 

s 

s 

o" 

a!- 

IH 

s 

Cj 


00 

So 


eo 

So   :«   . 

'^^So'^fc 

Ss1:-si 

S    «   «    g    V   S   Z-Si 

*  ^  V  ^  *  ■  r^  V 
^  u  p^  a  a  J  r* 

■t'^*^   BO    «   ••5«M 

I  i  §11  SI'S 

EESSSEgg 


So 


8 


eo 


s 


s 


00  00  00  00  00 

o  o  s  o  • 

§§S§9 

Hill 

p.  Pa  Pa  Pi  P( 
00  00  CO  00  00 


I 

H 
« 

f 


«  «  «  •  «    s 
§SSg§  I 

mil  s 

s  d  a  S  P     3 


■«a -43  «rf  ■«» -43 

fl  a  p  p  e 
p  S  p  p  p 
o  o  e  o  o 

saaaa 


254 


REPORT   OF   THE    SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 


c 
o 

I 

Ci 


o 


^ 


o 

CO 


s 


^ 


s 


•S 


Q 

^ 


:S: 


;s' 


CO 


S  :  :^    IS 


Z 


^9^9 


^i  ^^    M    2    (4 


00 


ii«s| 

fls  «  «  a  g 

OaPtfktPtB 


0 

0 

s? 

ir;  .-trHO» 

0 

0 

«o 

CO 

1-N 

OOW'^O 

CI 

<^ 

1-1 

1-1 

1^ 

s 

S;2^S5 

s 

CO 

1-N 

s 

lO 

T-^ 

"^0 

0 

00 

0 

§5 

S 

OCfH 

1-^ 

•^ 

^ 

t-  1 

0 

1 

t- 

iH 

1^ 
i 

1 

i 

w^ 

^  s 


cf 


1-N 
1^ 

3 

i 

0 

s 

"«t 

eo    ' 

1 

SoSS'^ 


s 


10 


IS 


s 


o 
eo 


00 


CO 
00 


00' 

'♦I 


o 


s 


CO 


tr- 

s 

CO 


•A 

»— ( 


ci 


10 

10 


0 

CI 

$S8 

S 

IS 

§ 

i 

gs^ 

g 

t^ 

s 


@ 


to 


eo 


^S 


0>(0 


irHWW 


s 


00 

So 


IS 
fa" 

i? 

■^  fit 

4 


§ 


1 

00 


I 

a 


II 


^y  ^-  "2'  .Z^ 
00  00  00  00 

9  O  •  O 

SS|| 

fe  K  ^  S^ 

Isll 

wSSS    f0 

I 

o  o  •  0)     S 

ssgg  I 

llll  s 

S  0  0        ® 

Ittll 

OD  B  B  A       ^. 


s 


s 


s 


eo 


S- 
3 

o 
H 


o 


93g§ 
0000 

aaaa 


QUARTEEMASTER-GENERAL. 


255 


1 

.3 

a 
o 

«^ 

!>• 

CD 


%> 

S 

•? 


§ 
>? 


8 


SSSSc     laSt^S 


"S" 


1 


§ 


256 


REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY   OF   WAB. 


o 


o 


So 

5' 


•  » 


2 


S 

^  S 


4 


I 


5 


It 


S 


i 


I 


o 
o 


s 


o 


s 


i 


s 


^ 


3 

•c 
S 


s 


CO 


§3 


oDoeo 

VOOM 


8' 


CD 


O 

s 


8 


CO 


I 


3 


s 


10 


00 


8 


Kd 


la 


10 


S3 


9 


3SS 


iKd 


3 


3 


OC  00  00 


es  es  *  '  « 


s 

o 

s 


3 


s 


o 

t^ 


3 


n  CO  M 


►^  .-  -  6  >• 


(k  u 


tSts 


.2.2  fe  fc  * 
^^«2*2  - 

6  0  fl  (3  2 
^  ©  ^  _©  "5 

mn 

S2ggg 


I 


g 

'8 

1 

§ 

o 


'*a.*a^ 


3 

O 


QUABTESBCAJSTEB-K^ESTERAL. 


267 


17  w 


258 


REPORT   OF  THE   SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 


(O 

0 

9 

a 
© 

I 


o 


2 


o 
2 


w 

< 


t 


a: 


©• 


P. 
« 


a  a 

3  s 


5  a 
2.2 

C2 

<5 


-3 
5  • 

3 


flS    go 

r  « 
■  .i  a 
;    ^  3k 

!      M  ® 


3 
«    . 

=  '5. 


X 

B 


u 


S  : 


S 


9  • 


S  : 


SI"  : 


5fr  ■ 


§  : 


CI     • 

^      a 

5?^  • 


S  : 


s 


8 


s 


s 


S; 


S;S 


'i « 
1  •^ 


.  I 


»r9 

CO  *-i 


CO 


9 

•A 


s 


s 


ll  *>•  jl 


CM 


s 

l" 


eo 


S3 

is 


CI  i^ 
ci 


I' 


8::i 

cT 

CO 


9» 


^ 


lA 

n 


¥ 


5:  s 

5  isf 

CJ   !    1-1 


O    : 


X    ' 


5    .    t>.    I 


S 
5 

sfi 


n 


S^^ 


lA 


If;  • 

I-  • 

X  ■  o 

*^  •  i«» 

-  •  -JO 

n  •  ^ 

•a  :^- 

'd  ;« 

S  :3 


P5:  > 

MM  hi 

«•-  p. 


o 


X 


a  «  hi 
I     x-r*- 

«»  •^  -krf 

§§:§ 

*•   **  f^ 


>>    «s 


a 


X   Mk 


^  I 
I  1 

c 
E 

«  § 

0     2 


4k  ^  * 

gi" 

*  CO 
c  s 

3  3 

c  o 


f  I 


X 


o 

CO 


2    •^ 

& 

CO 


2 


§ 


00 

•c 

I- 


a 


A  |j  If;  |l  o    ; 

©  :; «  'I 

2  I  ci  .! 

t*  .  I?? 


§ 


8  i 


s 


I 


1 ; 

I: 


p 

s 


QUARTEBUASTEB-OENEBAL. 


2$9 


i 


fl 
o 

•Son 


SB 


2 


5 

2Q 


00 

3 

r 


•a  - 

.25 
"S  * 

u 


I 


o 


d  i 

IS. 


ID 


3, 


S 

1 

a 
-<1 


s 
s 


s 


2 


s 


s 


s 


s 


s 


s 


s 

t- 


.09 


s 


s 


s 


CI 


s 


i 

« 


«-:aD 


s 


s 


s 


a 


^3 


3 


S 


•ft-* 


8 


s 


s 


^ 


s 


s 


3 


S" 


C9 


I* 


^§$ 


^^ 


s 


is 

i 


s 


I 


CO 


gs 


I9 


It- 


sSsfeg  s 


sis  "3 

llllllll 


s 


s 
sf 


s 


00 


s 


CO 


a2 


S.8 


98  fl»  ySf^  •  g 


►»>» 


;.  ;x^   »^   J"  2 

§§igg||| 

•c-c-g-c-S-c'C'c 

E£Sa8ES8 


a 


0 


0 

O 

I 

QO 


1 


11 


tit 


i 

Pi 

a 

p« 
p. 


§§§!§§§§ 


s 


s 


s 


Si 


s 


3 

s 

CO 


$ 


ef 


9S? 


s 


SI 


f 


cf 


s 


s 


pf 


s 


ei 


s" 

s 

S 

t- 

-* 

l^ 

t- 

•0 

0 

s 


s 


e« 


s 

5 


s 


to        COM     •        iQ 
1^       1^  O     •       iH 


|8l|gg|8  i 

p>p.ag<ap.Sp.  >^ 

11*111*1  I 

Pt  p.  Pi  Pi  Pi  P<  P>  P4  Ul 

88888888  ^ 

ptptP>p<PiP)P>p« 
p.  p.  p.  p.  p,  p.  p,  p. 


M   « 

g-1 


BEPOBT   OF   THE   8ECHETABT   OF   WAB. 


1 

■|»»ol 

1 

1 

3 

s 

^ 

i 
t 

5 

3    Z    t 

S  3  i 

Hi 

s     =■ 

■aauM 
-»niB3imoqBQ  naa 

S 
§ 

8 

S    8    S 

1 ;  1 
«  «  * 

1 

*»i  '<«m^  i»>iinn: 

s 
i 
S 

3 

3          S 

E      E 

1 

■BIW!d»H 

s 

§ 

S    S    i 

S  !  § 

i  -  * 

1 

■»*jiw™"  iraotJ.H 

s 

§ 

1 

ass 
1  s  1 

s"     i 

i 

-piba    pm    Saiiiioio 

i 

i 

1 

s  s  s 
1  !  i 
ES  1" 

h 

noilijiodimi)  JDUT 

s 

1 

i 

i 

SB! 

s  s  % 

uatnnb  pn  npung 

3 

1 

i 
5 

s  s  s 
S  1  i 

J      J 

t 

— 

s 
i 
f 

S    S    8 

III 

■ 

■.«a*diai»,lBp!3ni 

s 
§ 
{ 

s 

% 

rf 

9 
S 

i 

Hi 

i    i 

a 

^ 

■«nM""ii»»a 

s 

1 

S" 

8 
i 

s   ^   % 

1  SI  1 

at 

1 

ft 

li 

; 

1 

1 
1 

ft 
li 

] 
i 

i 

II 

Si: 

1 

Ij 

(JUABTKBMASTKS-OEITERAL. 


261 


1 

i  ssa 

i 

.            ill 

5e   2=8   s 
6s  113  S 
S"  «««  1 

Y 

.WiawH 

S  ■■  : 
lii 

;   gs  i 

s 

f 

is 

;  :    88      8 
ii    i!      1 

\    -It             V 

-ni(l»19li»»imHin»S 

.s  ;  : 

;  Hi 

1 

i 

'^^     :| 

; :  ss  i 

ii  Hi 
:  i  ^^i 

3 

3 

■labt  pn»  anrnioo 

S  i  i 
lii 

IN 

:    8S  : 
:  U\ 
\    til 

1 

«![wui«(ioootpwa      ;rf 

i  i    ss  : 

-„,^™T,.„ 

3  :  : 

?:■ 

»'i  : 

■■    S5  : 

;  isi 

i  0  i 

3 
1 

1 

'Sinqf^aiA    i»          I 

ss  ; 
i     lii 

"V 

8  : 
1  : 

1  i 

E   GS  : 

-III 

s 

1 
1 

srSSf 

88  i 

M    Hi 

i  i  !l  i 

TOUCH 

8  i  : 
III 

fh 

:    83  i 

i  IB: 
i  fSi 

a 
6 

S  : 

:  :    88  ; 
ii   Hi 
I      S'I'i 

1^ 

•vamsdia  imnspiairi 

s    : 

!   : 

i  \ 

5     : 

;    88  : 

i    11: 

: 

S 
s 

* 

9      38  :    3 
B  i   Bl i   g 
ii    SS":    S 

-Nnddiujqid^ 

S     : 
1     1 

<  i 

:    is  1 
i    IS! 
I  0! 

1 

i ;   SS  :  3 
i  i   IS  !  g 
i  i  8*  i  •* 

J 

I 

i 
J 

1 
1 

ilsg 

i 
i 

\i 

if 

III 

i 

i 

1 

1 

^          f 

i   ir 

1     11; 

ii  Uii 
;:■  i  :|  * 

lift 
"  III  r 
M  if  i 

Hal 

v  iii  1 

262 


REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY    OF   WAR. 


•moo  praof^va 
JO  s^^napaa; 
•afjednsjoXv^ 


So 


*81B)|dfioq 
JO  jpsdoj  pnv 
nononj^saoo 


'sapia!) 
i  -ooioaiHaopvx 


*oS«dniI>o 
poB    aujq^oio 


<2f 


g^ 


M 


s 


S^ 


s 


u 


s 


ss 


S3 


^S 


00 


00 


ssss 


s 


s 


00 


s 


s 


s 


t- 

rM 


Oif-l 


;^ 


I  w 


s 

So 


s 

lA 

<^ 
CO 


s 


I* 


?S^S3 


SamS 
eC    od- 


ss' 


s^ 


8 

S 

8' 


3 

IT 


s 

i 

ft 

i 

8 


I  *8dnd 

'•dnfl  «;i  pm 
'Xuuy  en)  jo 
aoT^v^joasnvJx 


^Soo 


gg! 


gl 


S^ 


aoK5t«^So3 

■  ^„ »"  ^^  ' 


'^^'^'^SS 


CI 


lA 

Her 


i§§§iS§S 


00 


8SSS 


I 


pav    esioBxng 


g 


go  «  £1  W  3  I 
^e««9  v^  mi 

e  i-i  (s  ci  i-i  e  ( 


'sauoq  Xjaxm 
'i«pa«XiXBA«5 


ss 


S 


S 


s 
s 


SiSmS 


8 


* 


S 


S^8 

^      »       ak 


S 


I 

3 


3 

Si 


2 


.5 


c 


\ 
'S.isaod 


n55 


m 


&' 


'sand 
-dog    jvinSas 


CO  009 

VH  ^^  00 


8 


5? 

9 


8 


S8S::}?S8 

Vo'o'otf'j 
~  IboSco' 


raTatr 


g 


^So8^8S8S88S88888S88SS 


S 


noo^N 
^eifoo' 


t-o 


sssss 


S3S8SS 


8 

s 


a 


> 


1^ 


:9 


.a 


S 

> 


coo 

■Sea 


-«1 

G 

a 


e 

•P4 


I 


I 


1 


G 

5 


§ 


Pi 
2555^8 

«  C  O  O  O.G 
7  «>  ■*» -ta  •*»  j9  *2| 

3 J J J J^ « 

li.i.i.o.i.i 


QUABTEBUASTEB-aENEEAJ^ ; 


;8  i    S     i  ;  :  i  :  i       :     i     ;  i  :  ;  i     :  ;     :  i     i  i  :  i  i     i  :  i    3 

TTSaS    it  il  i   ;  i  i !     M   ;  i  i  i  i  i  M  M  M  i  !  i  i  1 
'*  """""  IS  M  i   M  i  1     M   i  M  !  M  i  ! !  i  i  i  1   1  i  i  ^ 

■"MwoiMi"      :  i  ;       13     ;  i  i  ;  ;    s     :       i  i  ;  :     ;  :  i  i  :     i  i     i  i     :  :  j   1 
-goimioiijM      ;  1  I        g          l  ;  ;    g     j       ;  :  I  ;     i  ;  :  :  !     I  :     :  ;     ;  :  :   3 

::;         isi;      si       iiiliiiiiii       i:i 

j3..,3S   !  i  M     ;|  i  i    1  1     1   i  i  ;  M  M  M     Ml 
«i  ""«!«  ;  i  M     il  i  i    *  :   ;  i  i  i :  i  i  !  i  M   M  M  * 

i :  •       is  i ;    3  :  ;  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  j  ii      i  j  is 
,.  7S^    i    !         il   i  i    1    i    i  i    i  i  i  i  M  i  i   i  ■  ■  i   i  i    i  s 

a"i.iS,  M      is  n  *  1  i M N ii  M  n  1 M M  s 

■^'rW  M       Mi   i  i  1  i  i i i i M M n M M  1 
■iSL  M      MM    ih  i\  M  M  M  MM  M  i  -■ 

-™^.-.,     i    i        i  i  i    i  i      i    i  s  i    ;  i    i  i    i  i    i    j  i    i  i    i  1 

sssfflsk  M  MM  M    M  11  M  M  M  j  M  jMi  i 

.iSsK,  i  i     \\\  W    i  1  N i  M i  i M    M M  i 

•     i          ■  i  ;       ■       :   d     ;  i  ■     i       :     i  ■     i       i     i  !     i   -^ 

:    i         i    i       i       i    :       lis       i    i  i    :             i  i  i   a 

i  i     MM    M    M  s    MM          i  i  * 

i  iiji  lil!ilmlllll 

j  ;liiil!|]i!||Ji!||HM 

j   11 1  piji  i  1  Mi  ifciiiiiiljiii  1 

Jl  H  IjI    33  £  t  3333  till  g5;:|||a|  III  1  § 

r4  mi  iiiiiiililiiriii 

264 


REPORT  or  TH£  SECRET  AJtT  OP  WAR. 


JO       »|11»pil»| 

•iifjedn«joi«j 


1- 

at 


59» 


JO  j|vddj  pn« 
uonoiu^flnoo 


S  j      '99«dpb9 


u 
.© 


^5 


§^ 


2?f 


S 

S 

5r 


So 


& 


I 


SS  : 

IS! 


ss 


ir> 


9S 


.2  !  Svajy  ^R1  Jo 
"^  I  iioi;b;jou8tisjx 


S^g 


SSI 


g|B 


s 


8SSS 


cofieoi^ 


ScSSSiaS^ 


!^«f 


8 


S 


B 


^ 


3 

i 


1 


at 

A 


o4^ 


s 
I 

1 

s 

a.. 

fa. 


'ej9)iimb 


puu   «3iawjira  I  jjg-^- 


I 


ss 


^ 


^M  CO  ^^  ^M  O  tn  X 


!858)5S 


9 

3 


3 
I 

of 


>HfH 


3 
I 


S 
3 


S 


g^ 


S^S8 


eC    of 

T 


3S 


3^S3S33^3 

_*       »       M       ^       ^      ^  ^       at 


9  CQ  tC  ^< 


8 


8 


SC 


8 
8 

CO 


■99Rnad 


SS8 


due    auxn^d^ 


8^8 


•A 


s; 


^SS3^S8 


SSSo  «*H 


8    8 


8 


S 


S8 


$8S9 


8 


88 
83 


88S3 
S8as 


s 


§§§ 


8 

s 


s 
I 


s 


§ 


8 
I 


3i 


i 


99 


p;  Jg  ^  ej  ?i  N  06  putf     V     t* 


>H  ; 
8: 

3; 


(O  t«  n  >H  in  i.'f  S 


V  X  C9  ^ 


3 


?f  ■ 


3 

o 


esx-j'N 


** 


>0 


S 

W 

* 


N 


5 

d 
« 

S 

1 

a 
o 

I 


4  a 


< 

ja 


xi 


s 
c 


9  "^ 


5 


3      S-^*^-*"- 


Xi 


9 


•s     3 


3 


■  e  o  s  o  5  d     a     -5     S3^tl 


^ 


o 
a 
2 

P 

b 


o   - 


s  i'^  8  *  aU  S 


S3SSS; 


ISS3S 


9 


8 


s 
S 


l-llllii 


if  Fa 


qVJLR'SBBMiAtKR'GXSEkAIj. 


265 


.a 

d 
o 


at) 

8 


a 


^ 


8 

©- 


s 

i 


s 


g 


s 


a' 


'09fJ999ai9Ol« 

•©o  JO  0ii|«ax 
-oijofVAOinas 


'vnv^iioj^ 
JO  Xjvpiraoq 
q^joa  ivaa 
(>9od    Xw^niK 


I 


I 

06 


9,aoHaqop 

%'9    iCj9)Om90 

9:)«j9pojnoo 
JO    uo^oo^oij 


-n[0|^!|«p«oz 
p9Z|ai«p«9«p[ 


•JUmjy  ®^  JO 
99)oa98apaoo 


"§> 


.2 

5 


4S 


•ao«pdXiH;nfH 


9i 


Pi 


§ 


I 


I 

I 


5 

^ 


III 


1^ 


goo 

i 


266 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECBETART  OP  WAR 


QQ 


g 

o 


O 

d 
d 

€4 


a 

o 


§ 


I 


So 


00 


■ 

So 


So 


I- 


r- 

So 


P. 


So 


So 


a 
o 


9  94  lA  fc*>  9  ^  eb  t«- 0»  04       »-i 
^  ea  la  00  CQ  ef  Wt^  f-i  o 


S»H-Ht*eoQQao^e>«tr9i 
iHt»iomoe4Na6oo 

5    "    cf 


»        »       a»       »     _m  »        »       »       » 

t^t^oonioooiH^ 


;s 


S3 


I"* 

It- 


dt> 
3^ 


AiO 


CI 


;3 


s 


s 


CI 


SIA 


ScS 


ec4^ 

O  r 
tft  r 

Cf 


OOrH 


s 

o 

00 


s 


s 


III  Ml 


i 

•a 


e 


'g'S^'sS^S 


is^sis. 


00 


s 


s 


« 


s 
If 


3 

t- 


S 


3 


w 


t- 


2S 


CO 


li|Ejl5*i|1|1l2ll 


QUABTERMASTEBrOENEBAL. 


267 


The  following  tables  exhibit  the  number  of  money-accounts  and  prop- 
erty-returns on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  number 
received  and  examined  during  the  year,  and  the  number  remaining  on 
hand  unexamined  at  the  close  of  the  year : 

,  Money-acoovnta. 


In  what  calendar  year. 

Total 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

On  hand  July  1,  1878 

487 
2,065 

**i*52i' 

487 

Heceived  durinir  tbe  vear 

7 

3,593 

Total 

7 
7 

2,552 
2,552 

1,521 
262 

4,080 
2,821 

Examined  dorine  the  year 

Kemainins  on  hand  July  1. 1879 

/ 

1,259 

1,259 

Property-returns, 


Onhand  Jolyl,  1878 

Keceived  during  the  year 


Total 

Examined  daring  the  year 


Remaining  on  hand  July  1,  1879. 


In  what  calendar  year. 


1877. 


29 


29 
29 


1878. 


574 
2,051 


3,225 
2,721 


504 


1879. 


916 


916 


I  •  •  •  ■ 


916 


TotaL 


574 
3,596 


4,170 
2,750 


1,420 


Statement  showing  the  amounts  expended  hy  officers  in  the  Quartermasters  Department  during t 
and  on  account  of  the  appropriations  for^  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1^9,  and  balances 
in  their  hands,  so  far  as  shown  by  accounts  received  at  this  office. 


Names  of  officers. 


£xx)endi- 
tnrea. 


Atwood,  Capt.  E.  B..  assistant  qoartermaater 

Arnold,  M^j.  Isaac,  Jr.,  Ordnance  Department 

Abbott,  Lieut.  Asa  T.,  Third  Artillery 

Alligood,  Capt.  0.  A.,  military  storekeeper,  Quartermaster's  Department 

Adams,  Lieut.  John  Q;^  First  Cayalry 

Armstrong,  Lieut.  R.  G.,  First  Infantry 

Andrus,  Lieut.  E.  P.,  Fifth  Cayalry 

Allison,  Lieut.  J.  'S.,  Second  Cayalry 

Ames,  Lieut.  L.  S.,  Second  Infantry 

Allen,  Lieut.  W.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Anderson,  Lieut.  George  L.,  Fourth  Artillery 

Bingham,  Lieut.  Col.  JVD.,  deputy  quartermaster-general 

Batchelder,  Mi^-  K*  ^m  qoArtermaster 

Belger,  Mi^.  James,  quartermaster 

Baker,  Maf.  E.  D., Quartermaster 

Bradley,  Capt.  G.  W.,  assistant  quartermaster 

Barstow,  Capt.  S.  F.,  assistant  quartermaster 

Belcher,  Capt.  J.  H.,  assistant  quartermastor 

Blunt,  Capt.  A.  P.,  assistant  quartermaster 

BrinkerhoflE;  Capt.  H.  R.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Bird,  Lieut.  Charles,  Twenty-third  Infantry 

Bottsford,  Lieut.  C.  E.,  Tenth  Infantry 

Barrett,  Lieut.  Gregory,  Tenth  Infant 

Bishop,  Lieut.  John  S.,  Thirteenth  Infantry 

liallance.  Lieut.  John  G.,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

Brush,  Lieut.  D.  H.,  Seyenteenth  Infantry 

Badger,  Lieut,  William,  Sixth  Infantry 

Bums,  Lieut.  J.  M.,  Seyenteenth  Infetntry , 

Budd,  Lieut.  O.  TV.,  Fourth  Cayalry 

Bean.  Capt.  J.  "W^  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Bumham,  Lieut.  D.  R.,  Fifteenth  Innmtry 


$107, 965 

926 

2,053 

2,786 

18, 012 

685 

3,597 

13,863 

5,044 

1,660 

142 

3,778 

168.531 

16,811 

35,469 

237,256 

2,353 

96,758 

49,495 

2,114 

61, 810 

2.493 

3,146 

4,071 

3,219 

694 

659 

1,078 

5,800 

4,173 

8,390 


99 
45 
30 
57 
45 
62 
30 
60 
31 
96 
20 
80 
45 
25 
23 
81 
It 
60 
03 
62 
44 
47 
14 
99 
58 
70 
40 
30 
88 
26 
05 


Balances. 


$4,364  16 


88  08 
10.733  34 


11  00 
4.745  29 
2, 670  19 


42,554  87 

691  41 

3, 378  71 

18, 497  97 
105  51 


2, 330  44 


821  47 


1, 198  90 
896  87 
288  38 


932  85 
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Statement  showing  the  atnoimts  tx^nded  iy  officers,  ^•^ontinned. 


f^m  »i—i »-»—   «i««git««»iiti^      ■»■    1 


Names  of  officers. 


Ninth  Infentry . . . 
ii  Infui 
Bishop,  Lieut.  H.  S..  Fifth  Cavalry 


Fourteenth 


try. 


Baldwin.  Lieut.  John  A. 
Briggs,  Lieut.  Thomas  B. 

Bishop,  Lieut.  H.  S..  Fift„ ^ 

Bubb.  Capt.  John  W.,  Fourth  Lifantry 

Baldwin,  Lieut.  J.  H.,  Eighteenth  Infantry 

Bartlett,  Lieut.  W.  C,  Tfird  Infentry 

Benson,  Lieut.  H.  M.,  SeTcnth  Infantry 

Barnard,  Lieut.  P.  P.,  FifthCavabry 

Bailv,  Lieut.  Charles  M.,  Eighth  Infantry 

Bailey,  Lieut.  A.  S.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

Booth,  Lieut.  Charles  A.,  First  Infantry 

Buck.  Lieut.  TTilliam  L.,  Thirteenth  Infantry 

Bailev,  Lieut.  £.  L.,  Fourth  InfEintry 

Baldwin.  Lieut.  John  M.,  Fifth  Artillery 

Bailey,  Lieut.  H.  L.,  Twenty-first  Infantry 

liomus,  Lieut.  P.  S.,  First  Cfavalry 

( )  handler,  Lieut.  CoL  J.  O.,  deputy  quartermaster-general 

Card,  Maj.  B.  C,  nuartermaster 

Constable,  Capt.  N.  S.,  assistant  quartermaster 

Campbell,  Capt.  L.  E.,  assistant  quartermaster , 

Cliffortl,  Capt.  J.  C,  Ordnance  Department 

Caster.  Lieut.  B.  M.,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry , 

Cavenauuh,  Lieut.  H.  G..  Tlilrteenth  Infantry , 

Campbell.  Lieut.  William  J.,  Twenty-second  Infantry .... 

Conwav,  Lieut.  "William,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

Cotton,  Lieut.  G.  P.,  First  Artillery 

Crittenden,  Lieut.  John  J.,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

Cooke,  Lieut.  L.  TT.,  Third  Infentry 

Chase,  Lieut.  George  N.,  Fourth  Infantry- 

Capron,  Lieut^  T.  H.,  Ninth  Infantry 

Clark.  Lieut.  S.  E..  Second  Infantry 

Craigie,  Lieut.  D.  J.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Carter,  Lieut.  "W.  H.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

Craig,  Lieut.  L.  A.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

Clark,  Lieut  W.O.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

Comba,  Capt.  Bichard,  Seventh  Infantiy 

Colbum,  J.  E.,  consul-general  United  States  in  Mexico  — 

Cummincs,  Lieut  J.  FT,  Third  Cavalry 

Chapin,  Lieut^  E.  S.,  Fourth  Artillery 

Clark,  Lieut.  D.  H.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Cherry,  Lient.  S.  A.,  Fifth  Cavalrv 

Curry.  Lieut.  James,  Fifth  Artillery 

Cornish,  Lieut.  George  A.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Commau,  Lieut.  Daniel,  Twenty-first  Infantiy 

Coale,  Lieut.  J.  H.,  Second  Cavalry 

Dana,  Mai.  J.  J.,  quartermaster 

Dandy,  Maj.  G.  B.,  qnartormaster 

Dawson,  Capt.  Byron,  Ninth  Cavalry , 

Dnggan,  Lieut,  w .  T.,  Tenth  Infantry 

Davis,  Lieut.  Edward,  Third  Artillery 

Dodd,  Lieut.  George  A .,  Third  Cavalry , 

Douglas,  Lieut.  S.  B.,  Seventh  Infentry 

"       t.  E.  D..  Ninth  Cavalry. 


Dimmiek,  Lieut. 

De  Lany,  Lieut.  C.  M.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Duncan.  Lieut.  J.  "W..  Twentv-flrst  Infentry , 

Drew.  Capt.  George  A .,  Third  Cavalrv 

Davis,  Lieut.  Thomas  F. ,  Fifteenth  Infentry 

Davis,  Lieut.  WUliam,  jr.,  Tenth  Cavafry 

Drum,  Lieut.  John,  Tenth  Infantry 

£at»ton,  Col.  L.  C,  assistant  quartermaster-general 

Ekin.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.,  deputy  quartermas&r-general 

Eckerson,  Capt.  T.  J.,  asmstant  quartermaster 

Ewing,  Lieut.  E.  S.,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Eastman,  Lieut.  J.  E.,  Second  Artillery 

Eaton,  Lieut.  George  O.,  Fifth  Cavalry 

Ebateiu,  Lieut.  F.  H.  E.,  Twentv-first  Infentry , 

Everet  t,  Lieut.  William,  Fourth*  ArtiUery 

Edgeiton,  Lieut.  W.  P.,  Second  Artillery 

Foster,  Capt.  C.  TV.,  assistant  quartermaster 

Furey,  Caiit.  J.  V.,  assistant  quartermaster 

Forsyth,  tapt.  L.  C,  assistant  quartermaster 

Farley,  Mjy.  J.  P..  Ordnance  Department 

Flagler.  Maj.  I).  W.,  Ordnance  Department 

Foote,  Lieut.  George  F.,  Eiuhth  Cavalry , 

Fowler.  Lieut.  J.  L.,  S<'Cond  Cavalry 

Fuger,  LitMit.  Frederick,  Fourth  Artillery 

Farrow,  Lieut.  E.  S.,  Twentv-first  Infantry 

French,  Lieut.  F.  U.,  Third  "Cavalry 

Foster,  Hon.  J.  W.,  Minister  to  ^fexico , 

Fountain.  Lieut.  S.  "VT.,  Eighth  Cavalry 

Gilliss,  Capt.  James,  assistant  quartermaster 

Grimes,  Capt.  E.  B.,  assistant  quai-tennaster 


$8,475  51 

309  65 

9,828  90 

10,725  48 

5.349  63 
5,594  71 
1,696  20 

42.085  67 
12.423  24 

4. 752  79 

3,826  29 

777  96 

853  05 

520  68 

160  20 

4,692  82 

70, 213  84 

456,263  07 

8,390  24 

60, 574  42 

6.934  05 

5. 282  15 

5,957  90 

2,041  40 

10  80 

2,987  73 

560  78 

7,858  20 

5, 311  87 

12, 499  16 

2.5,044  88 

28. 086  45 
89, 074  04 

1,824  90 

7, 320  01 

81  29 

877  13 

7, 719  31 

1, 775  96 

914  80 

70  00 

2,931  86 

1,134  47 

2,435  17 

1,898  82 

275.236  05 

252.272  85 

5.350  79 
3,196  22 
2,801  26 

543  80 

4,888  41 

1,894  87 

601  95 

10,045  46 

7.880  47 

1,159  45 

4,034  10 

69  80 

219,539  67 

3dl,  975  66 

82,008  85 

5,861  50 

22  45 

2, 414  70 

304, 761  82 

1, 057  90 

14  10 

30,783  44 

846,064  78 

7, 167  74 

439  76 

1,456  59 

5,647  80 

39,415  00 

4.898  82 

2.530  50 

405  50 

501  87 

176  75 

177, 208  22 

196, 047  38 


$846  93 


2,812  57 


2.881  2» 

2,841  81 

14»880  02 


4,810  08 
68  8a 


14  25 
'803*88 


107  58 

1,273  99 

418  24 

480  84 

21  99 

211  81 

961  77 
16.877  20 
28,708  08 

488  45 

1,688  29 

198  88 
28  49 

28.718  80 
17,289  18 
10,189  78 

68  29 

1,215  45 
17,787  64 

r    '    * 

i               1225 

**" oi'oo 

, 

20,688  49 
888  17 


«UABTEK)U81XBH»NBSAL. 

fttdcmmt  tlmU»g  the  amount*  »y«»nlwl  bg  VlUitn,  ^c— Contiuued. 


Owaliiili.  Capt.  M.  J^ordnmSB  «lo»kMper  .... 
Orinilli.  Lieut.  BmnwD,  Thlncenth  Infwiir}-  .. 

Cnn,  Lieut.  J.  M..  TirvntT^iecoad  la(luitT7 

Glbbim,  Ltant.  D.  /-,  Ntath  C«t»lr3- 

4natbi,  LlFut.  }.  H.,  roarUeotli  lufimtry 

Coodwb,  Lieut.  V.  P,,PoaTteeiitb  InfllIlU^'-... 
Ga^doB,Lieut.C.  0.,l!a>tl>CaTaIrT 

Oleu.  LieBl.  E.  F..  Tirmtr-Bfth  lofllBttT 

OcrUoh,  Uent.  Wniktc,  Tblnl  IiiIUitC7 

GnUwood,  LlsBt.  0.  >.,  Sixth  CbvuIit 

Gcsj,  C*n(.C.  N.,  TwmU-Bfth  InbutTT 

Oury.  l£aL  Winim  L-^Twelttti  Isfutcr 

Glbbh  Lieut.  B.  B., Sixth  InfUitrT 
"" Meut-FiankM   = "■  " 

mL  C.  K.,  TttU 

eat.  B.  K..Tin 


Ooi  8.  8.,deiiul;  qiwrMniiMtar-Be&entI 

TnghH,  Kid.  W,  B.,  qunmuuter 

Iinttil.  Cspi  W.  T.,  ualiuat  qiurtentuuter 

lelnlirlDum,  Ckpi.  C.  S.,  udauut  qoutcnnMler 

{utb,  U*iit.Fni&k,  Ordnuiu  I>ei<ulnieDt 

luyt.  LIsnt.  0«n«aS.,£lKbte«itblDl!kBn7 

[BlilDa.Cspl,  E.  I.,SHOiidAttiUe<rT 

H46&.ljBBl-C.W-ThWArUll«T 

[udls.  Lieut,  y.  B.,  Third  Cmnlry 

[■Mini,  LtpQt.  X.  X..SeTcuUi  biGuitrj' 

Eort,  Lieut.  B-W^BtergntblnfuiIrj- 

[all.  Cipt.  a,  A.  ■Ulluy  ■toTSkeeper,  Qurtcnnuter'i  DcpartiiKat... 
Ul.  LloDt  V.  P.,  fifth  Canlnr 


_jmp1ircvi,  Lieot.  Charifs.  Third  ArtiUeir. 
Bobbonl.  Lient  Z.  B..  Secoud  Artillccr 

Hunt,  Lieut.  L.  P.,  Tanth '~ 

Hall,  Lli ""■     - 


iiiui,  ucub  V.  s.,  Hlntleenth  iDaatn- 

Barwood.  Lirab  Ful,  TwantLetb  lututcv 

II>r,  LlHttChHlu,  Tirentt-Uiird  InbiUiT 

Hewitt,  LieuLCC-KlnrlMBthlDlutiT 

BijI.  Ltaat.  C.  B„  Twentv-tbiid  Infiuitc; 

Hainrd,Llent  OilT.TweKUlIllblliri' 

BaAni.  Lianl.  Jobs  J^Blghtb  iDlbnUT 

Som,  Lieut.  BdnrW.,  ft<Tnil«enth  InaotiT 

IIoliue&Uent.B.V..TblitHiithIntiuitiy 

logsUi,  CoL  RnfU.  twlatant  qmrtarnuMtBr-genetal .. . 

luMnnll.  M«l.  Edmiri,  Ordnuoa  Deputmesi 

ndej,  C*pt.  C.  a.,  9*»eptb  fn^lry 

•lun^  Hii.  H.  W,,  qnartc •— 

T ..„_.   .  i^^jjrt 

.W.,  Seventh  InGuitrT 

0.  A..  Foniteajlh  InfwitiT . . 


Kirk.  Capl.  B.  b7>  . 
KtabKll.  Cupt.  A.  a.»«lit__  , 
Elanbun,  Lint  O.  W„  twelnb  laraBtiy .. 

EeDihdLLi«t.H.Id.BlithCATt1ry 

KeuOrirk,  Lieut  F.  M.  H..  SeTCDlhlofuitrj- 

Elniball,  Lieut  W.  A^Foorteentb  Infmlry 

KIIpittrick,Li«nt,A.4j^»o'MMJ)tBSntrT„, 

Kluite.  Lieut  Oevue  H.,  Fiftcealh  Inlbiitr; 

Kn^BT,  Lieut  mTC.,  Third  ArtiUerr, 


Kna  UintW.  H;,  T^^VrKcnid^J^^ 

LodtDCt«ll.Mid.M.L,qo>rtenuuler 

LMCapt  J.  Q.CHdinwit  qDuteniiHt«r. 

LdiL  Oapt,  J.  H,,  awlMul  qiwrtata«I«' 

Lewlg.  lipot.  OnuiTiUe,  Fifth  Iufkntry 

Lrai.  Lieut.  U.  V.,  OrdniuiDe  DepurUnmit 

l*efe,  Lieut.  J.  G..  Kineteenth  InisutiT 

Lore,  Lleol.  Otin«elI,,81xt«eDthIn&iiti7 

Loverina,  Lleat  t  A.,  Fburth  Inlbnin' 

Ljneh.  Deut.  Bdmrd.  Eljibth  lafiintiT 

L«wi<m,  Cspt  H.  W.,  Fourth  CaTdrj 

Ladler.  Ll«ut  O.  D.,  T«ealy.|iec>oiid1:Dbatn 

LenghborouirlL  Llent  K.  Hi  B.,  TveDtr.Sftb  lafitntrr. . . 

Loft  UeatE^dad.  Eighth  CbtkIt; 

Vyen,  Mid.  WUUmb,  qoitnennulH 


1.473  33 
1H.M9  K 


ASM  « 

ItO,  *3»  U 

^ilMTC 
T8,4M  K 
4  IDS  Si 
S.1I9  11 

17Kte< 

1«,0MSS 
S.MBN 

mtt 

1,111  SC 
140  Tt 


lS,D18fl 
11,714  » 
0,733  11 

Lswn 

IKM 

1, 8ia  11 

liTMK 

i,«eDn 

tilMSl 

IOC 

1,!1T  43 

an  H 

LBiin 


CaptA, 
:;«pi.j.  ]., 

ut  C.  P..Fi>ui 


!{.,  ualAUnt  qauteimutvt. . . 


"imn 
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Statement  showing  the  amounts  expended  hy  officers,  ^c— ContinnecL 


Names  of  officers. 


Expend!- 

tOVM. 


McGilvrav,  Lieut.  John,  Second  Artillery 

Mount,  Lient  John  F.,  Third  Artillery 

Manrice,  Lient  T.  D.,  Second  Artillery 

Morton,  Capt.  Alfred,  Ninth  In&ntry 

Marph>'  Lieut.  John.  Fourteenth  Infantry 

Marye,  M^.  W.  A.,  Onlnance  Department 

Miller,  Lieut  W.  H.,  First  Cavalry 

Martin,  Cant  W.  P.,  military  storeReeper,  Qnart-ermaster's  Department. 

Metcalfe,  Capt.  Henry,  Ordnance  DexMartment 

Marklev.  Lieut  A.  C, 'Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

Mann,  Lieut  W.  A.,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

McKeever,  Capt  Samuel,  Second  Infantry 

Mott,  Lieut  WaUace,  Eighth  Infantry 

Miller,  Capt.  James,  Second  Infantry 

McGinness,  Capt  John  R.,  Ordnance  Department 

Nichols,  Lient  F.  C .,  First  Artillery 

01msted,Lieut  J.  A.,  Thirteenth  Infantry 

Otis,  Lieut  H.  G.,  Fourth  Artillery 

Overton,  Lieut  G.  E.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

0'Connell,Lieut  J.  J.,  First  Infantry 

O'Connell,  Lieut  John.  Eighth  Infantry 

Offley,Ma.i.R.H.,Ninet«'enth  Infantry 

( )Kle!  Lieut  Alexanc*er,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

O'Brien,  Lieut.  John  J.,  Fourth  Infantry 

Perry,  Lieut  Col.  A.  J.,  deputy  qnai-termaster-general 

Pitman,  Capt  John,  Ordnance^  Department 

Pond.  Lieut.  George  £.,  Eighth  Cavalry 

Pratt  Lieut  Sedgwick,  Third  Artillery 

Patterson,  Lieut  R.  H.,  First  Artillery 

Pierce,  Lient  F.  E.,  First  Infantry 

Palmer,  Lieut  George  H.,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Pague,  Lieut  a  S..  Fifteenth  Infantry 

I'atterson,  Lient.  George  T.  T^  Fourteenth  Infantry 

Pitcher,  Lieut  W.  L.^ighth  Infantry 

Powell,  Lieut  J.  W.jEighth  Infantry 

Patten,  Lieut  F.  J.,  Tweuty -first  Infantry 

Pollock,  Cai»t  Robert.  Twenty-first  Infantry 

Pierce,  Lieut  Jacob  R.,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry , 

Perriue,  Lieut.  H.  P.,  Sixth  Cavalry , 

Quinn,  Ca^>t.  J.  B.,  Engineer  Corps 

Quinliy,  Lieut.  Ira,  Eleventh  Infantry , 

Quiiiau,  Lieut.  "W.  R.,  Fourth  Artillery , 

Kucker.  Col.  I).  H.,  assistant  quart^irmaster-geueral , 

R<*vnol<l».  Mi\j.  C.  A .,  (piarttTmaster , 

Robinson,  Maj.  A.  G.,  quartennaHter 

Rockwell,  Capt  A .  F.,  afwistant  quartermaster , 

Randolph,  Lieut  B.  H.,  Third  Artillery 

Ritzius.  Lieut.  H.  P.,  Twenty-fltlh  Infantry 

lieade,  Lieut.  Ilarrv,  Twentv-fifth  Infantry 

RobinH<m,  Lient  Fred'k,  Fi^h  Artillery./. 

Reilly,  Lieut  H.  J.,  Fifth  Artillery , 

RiehnKind,  Lieut.  E.  T.  C,  Second  Artillery 

RnbiuHon.  Lieut.  "NV.  W ..  jr.,  Seventh  Cavalry 

Roach,  Lient.  George  H.,  Seventeenth  Infantry , 

Ruhleu.  Lient.  George,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

Rice,  Lieut  W.  F.,  Twenty-third  Infantry 

lie vnoldH.  Lient  Bainbrid'ge,  Third  Cavalry 

Rockwell,  Lieut  C.IL,  Fifth  Cavalry 

Russell,  Lieut  E.  K.,  First  Artillery 

Rodgers.  Capt.  John  F.,  military  storekeeper,  Quartermaster's  Department 

Rucker,  Capt.  L.  H.,  Ninth  Cavalry 

Saxton.  Lieut.  Col.  R.,  dejmty  quartermaster-general 

Sawtelle,  Maj.  C.  G.,  quartermaster , 

Scully,  Capt.  J.  W.,  assistflnt  quartermaster 

Sniitti,  Cajit.  G.  C,  assintant  (iuart4'nn  aster 

Strang,  Capt.,  E.  J. ,  assiHtant  quartermaster 

Simptwm,  Capt.  John,  assistant  (luartermaster 

Stiles,  Lieut.  D.  F.,  Tenth  Infantry 

Sanborn,  Lieut.  W.  I.,  Twentv-fifth  Infantry 

Schenck,  Lieut.  A.  D.,  Second  Artillery 

Shaw,  Lient  R.G., First  Artillery....* 

Smith,  Capt  Lewis,  Thinl  Artillery 

Smith,  Lieut  Theoilore,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Stafford,  Lieut  S.R., Fifteenth  Infantry.; 

Scott,  Lieut,  John.  Fourth  Infantry 

Shofner,  Lieut.  J.  C,  Twenty-first  tnfantrj' 

Scott,  Lieut.  George  L..  Sixth  Cavalry 

Scantling,  Lieut  J.  C  Second  Artillery 

Sunimernayes.  Lieut  J.  W.,  Eighth  Infantry 

Stone,  Lieut  E.  W..  Twenty-first  Infautr>-  .1 

Sladen.  Lieut.  J.  A..  Fouiteenth  Infantry' 

Sarson,  Lieut.  11.  B.,  Second  Infantry  ...*.., 


$8,796  62 
723-64 
4,789  70 
2,807  86 
1,507  88 
817  12 
72,986  92 
66,722  48 
187  60 
24,737  88 
3,094  66 
4,077  60 
2.029  95 
0,687  40 
2,982  32 
168  88 
4,258  64 
220  26 
2,120  86 
100  70 
186  46 
621  28 
1,906  86 
1,270  86 
78,289  02 
1, 719  12 
6,208  97 
6,777  69 
1.190  09 
6,119  82 
79  60 
2,616  07 
8,056  60 
6,46170 
11,409  44 
8,221  68 
11,948  65 
1, 681  10 
104  00 
1,223  69 
714  15 
2,875  83 
467, 288  82 
27,788  37 
20,649  24 
465,193  89 
22,045  93 
3, 619  60 
847  75 
519  45 
6.201  63 
820  09 
8, 058  20 
1,252  85 
125, 189  48 
10, 067  40 
4,083  27 
7,430  75 
746  80 
64.281  58 
37, 201  00 
15. 069  12 
76,688  66 
1,450  26 
63, 749  78 
89, 512  09 
32.842  90 
5.884  63 
252  90 
6,001  09 
345  20 
1, 135  21 
1. 030  95 
3,869  35 
1, 601  45 
7,228  26 
868  70 
488  63 
2,936  64 
867  02 
21,^78  76 
3,655  57 


9167  87 


416  05 
218  20 
109  00 


08  50 
18  75 


688  55 


81  74 
41,877  20 

14  45 
140  60 
116  97 

"""ii'w 


18  80 
08  18 

887  71 


149  90 
6,294  00 


72.867  68 
8,682  28 

22,424  60 
8,177  43 

82  50 

800  90 

12  55 
808  07 

10,288  99 
77,120  95 

124  19 

19,406  96 

261  44 

120  31 

126  28 

64  88 
26  00 

19  05 
90  34 
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Statement  tlunnng  the  amaunte  expended  ly  officers,  ^o. — Continned. 


lifames  of  officers. 


Stanton.  Lieut  William,  Sixth  CsTslry 

Smith,  Lieut  Oeorge  R,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Shelton,  Lieut  £.  H.,  First  Cavalry 

Smith,  Lieut  O.  HM^Twenty-second  Lifantry 

Sparrow,  Lieut  S.  E.,  Twenty-first  In&ntry 

Sneridan,  Lieut  CoLM.  v..  military  secretary 

Stembel,  Lieut  J.  HcB.,  Ninth  Infantry 

Shoemaker,  Lieut  F.  L. ,  Fourth  Caval^ 

Shelby,  Lieut  Isaac  O.,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

TompVins,  Lieut  CoL  U.  H.,  deputy  quartermaster-general. 

Taylor,  Lieut  D.  M.,  Ordnance  I)epartment 

Turner,  Lieut  George  L.,  Eighteenth  Infantry 

Thome,  Capt  P.  M.,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

Troxel,  Capt  T.  G.,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

Tolman.  Capt  T.  M^First  Infuitry 

Trout  Lieut  John  F^  Twenty-third  Infantry 

Taylor,  Lieut  S.  W.,  Fourth  Artillery 

Thorp,  Lieut  Frank,  Fifth  Artillery 

Thies,  Lieut  Frederick,  Third  In&ntry 

Tassin,  Lieut  A.  G-tTwelfth  In&ntry 

Tutherly,  Lieut  H.  E.,  First  Cavalry 

Upham,  Lieut  F.  E.,  First  Cavalry 

XTlio,  Lieut  James,  Second  In&ntry 

Tamum,  Lieut  C.  A.,  Seventh  Cavalry 

Ton  Schrader,  Lieut  Frederick,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Weeks,  Mi^-  George  H.,  quartermaster 

Whistler,  Lieut  G.  N.,  Filth  Artillery 

White,  Lieut  John  C,  First  ArtiUery 

Wetherill,  Lieut  A.  M.,  Sixth  Infantry 

Wilhelmi,  Lieut  Louis,  i'irst  Infantry 

Wenie,  Lieut  T.  M.,  Nineteenth  Infantry 

Williams,  Lieut  W.  M.,  Nineteenth  Infantry 

Woodbury,  Lieut  T.  C,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Ward,  Lieut  Henry  C,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Wheeler,  Lieut  H.  W.,  Fifth  Cavalry 

Whitney,  Lieut  F.  A. ,  Eighth  Infantry 

Wood,  Lieut  P.  G.,  Twelfth  Infim try 

Wittich,  Lieut  Willis,  Twenty-first  Infkntry 

Winchester,  Lieut  H.  F.,  Sixth  Cavahry 

Weston,  Capt  John  F.,  Subsistence  Department 

Woodward,  Lieut  C.  G.,  Third  Artillery 

Wilson,  Lieut  R.  H., Eighth  Infantry :... 

Wil8on,Lieut  J.  L.,  Fourth  Artillery 

Wilson,  Lieut  George  S. /Twelfth  Infantry 

Wotherspoon,  Lieut  W.  W.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Whitney,  Lieut  John,  Eleventh  InfSeuitry 

Ward,  Lieut  F.K.,  First  Cavalry 

Woodruff,  Capt  Carle  A,  Second  Artillery 

Williams, Capt  C.  W  .assistant  quartermaster 

Walker,  Lieut  H.  P.,  Seventeenth  In&ntry 

Wagner,  Lieut  A.  L.,  Sixth  Infantry 

Young,  Capt  D.  J^  ordnance  storekeeper 

Toung,  Lieut  Greorge  S.,  Seventh  Infantry 


Total 


18,906  50 
1, 087  57 
505  03 
838  71 
408  70 
297  56 
2,723  12 

3. 581  14 
628  73 

32,097  76 

79  38 

1,605  22 

3,633  65 

761  30 
1,082  50 
9,136  22 
1, 412  39 
3,884  75 

153  69 
1,205  00 

251  86 
8,734  40 
8,420  45 
11,097  50 
1,660  57 
254, 919  73 
2, 114  47 

863  80 
2,  810  83 

137  40 
12,398  47 

642  20 
11,626  45 
5,430  56 
1,363  65 
1,861  60 
6,568  90 
8,510  39 

122  45 
177, 914  90 

318  98 
1,940  90 
3,089  12 
1,834  00 
10, 224  78 
1.288  60 
8,327  89 

112  36 

7.582  75 
231  75 
364  50 

1,918  63 
292  99 


Balances. 


$2,657  67 


69  45 

349  33 

50  61 

144,862  04 


285  00 

10  00 

46, 995  02 


536  14 
i,*268'73 


23  75 


16, 616  38 


6  31 
10  82 


776  25 
'549*55 


64  08 


9»  700, 217  71 


1, 034, 800  55 


The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  wagons,  spring- wagons, 
ambulances,  harness,  &e.,  on  hand  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  and  purchi^ed  during  the  year,  as 
shown  by  the  returns  of  quartermasters'  stores  received  at  this  ofl&ce. 


Army  wagons 

Spring- wagons 

Amhmances 

Wagon  harness .... 
Amoulance  harness 
Cart  harness ., 


1 

8 

i 

Sold,  lost,  de- 
stroyed, See, 

2,218 

850 

189 

15,587 

3,904 
560 

432 

18 

9 

2,182 

255 

171 

282 

18 

19 

2,840 

294 
97 

2,045 

218 

167 

12,254 

2,108 
510 
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Statement  qf  fuely  foraoey  and  9iraw  issued  during  the  /isoal  year  endinf  Jwm  90,  1879,  as 
shown  by  the  returns  of  quartermasterif  stores  received  a\  this  office. 


CocidB. 


Wood,  hard 

"Wood,  soft , 

Coal,  anthracite.. 
Coal,  bituminoQB 

Hay 

Fodder 

Straw 

Oats 

Com , 

Barley 

Bran 


48.  OM 

71,682 


TOBA. 


19,801 

10^279 

58,078 

140 

2,408 


;k*. 


95^473 

CB8,88B 

180,589 

51, 9M 


Betums  have  beeu  made  to  this  date  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  quarter- 
masters'  property  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  daring  fhe  last 
fiscal  year,  amounting  to  $161,755.77. 

This  amount  has  beeu  credited  to  appropriations  as  follows : 

Regular  supplies ^1,690  88 

Iuci<lental  expenses 100  60 

Cavalry  and  artillery  horses S,9S7  00 

Army  transportation 8  ISO 

•Clothing  and  eqnipage 97,098  79 

Reports  received  from  officers,  and  consolidated  in  this  office,  show 
expenditures  of  appropriations  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  as  follows : 


Appropriation. 


1877-'78. 


BEOUULR  BUFFLDM. 


Stoves  and  ranges,  heating  and  cooking . 
Fnel 


-Commntation  of  ftiel  to  enlisted  men 

Forage ^.^ 

Straw  for  bedding.. 

Stationery 

Printing  of  division  and  department  orders  and  reports. 
All  expenses  not  otherwise  enumerated 


Total 


IXCIDEKTAL  EXPKK8SS. 


Postage  and  telegrams •• ., 

Extra^uty  pay  to  enlisted  men 

Expenses  of  expresses  to  and  from  frontier  posts 

Interment  of  omoera  and  soldiers. ..• 

-Office  fhmitnre '. 

Hireof  interpveten • 

Hire  of  spies  and  guides • 

•OempcnAatimi  of  wagon  and  tatm  masters  (act  Ju^  0, 19X9) . . 
Compensation  of  cterks,  stersieepen,  drau^tamen,  and 

agents  in  the  Ouartermaster's  Department 

Apprehension  of  deserters  and  expenses  incident  to  their 

pursuit 

T  eterinary  surgeons 

Veterinary  toote  and  medicines 

IMchet -ropes 

Horse  and  mnle  shoes 

Shoeins-uails 

Traveling  and  portable  fbrges 

Blacksmiths'  tools 

Gas  in  public  offices 

Hint  of  watchmen,  messengen,  and  laborers 

Piinting  and  advertising 

All  expenses  not  othervnse  enumerated 


$m,417  17 
24,481  23 

2,998  10 
88,473  88 

1,668  44 
88,437  86 


20,077  78 


224,886  66 


6,958  18 

8,146  90 
415  00 

1,031.87 
815  16 
on  96 

8,109  79 
67  00 

8,20107 

4,840  00 

24  00 

772  82 

8  90 

95  85 

00  55 


1878-'79. 


f44,1714l 
444,888  48 

119,726  42 

1,818,846  18 

18,486  46 

19,869  87 

4,818  10 

29,696  64 


1,688,878  94 


350  08 

432  83 

7,251  70 

6. 016  76 

17, 275  52 


1,687  06 

127,892  00 

2.879  08 

1,118  27 

10,881  70 

6^994.66 

11,784  05 

8,818  50 

292,211  82 

5,256  25 

2.179  25 

10,182  85 

108  96 

8,624  28 

2.088  54 

215  00 

8,575  28 

4,466  11 

65,054  80 

11.859  69 

69,874  90 


Total. 


Horses  for  cavalry  and  artillery , 


61,989  94  1      642.086  90 


21,718  25 


84,880  78 


•ZlDteL 


•2.918,968  62 


794,086 
106^049 
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Appropriation. 


BARBACK8  AMD  QUABTKB8. 


Hire  of  quarters  for  troops 

Hire  of  Htorehouses 

Hire  of  offices    

Rent  of  ground  for  poets,  camps,  &c 

Construction  of  temporary  buildings,  stablce,  &c 

Repairing  public  buildings  at  established  posts 

Cominutatiou  of  quarters  for  enlisted  men 

Hire  of  civilian  mechanics  in  connection  with  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  barracks  and  quarters ■ . . . 

Dieting  wells 

AllexpenseH  not  otherwise  enumerated 


Total 


ARMY  TRAM8POBTATIOIC. 


Railroads,  passengers 

Railroads,  freight 

"Water  transi)ortation,  passengers 

"Water  transportation,  freight 

Wagon  transportation,  freight 

Stage  transportation 

Purchase  and  hire  of  transportation  animals  and  harness 

Repair  of  ships,  boats,  &c 

Purchase  ana  repair  of  Army  wagons,  spring- wagons,  ambu- 
lances, harness,  &c 

Supplving  posts  with  water 

Building  and  repairing  wharfs  and  wharfage 

Tolls  on  turnpikes,  ferries,  and  bridges 

Drayage  an<l  cartage 

Hire  or  train-masters 

Hire  of  teamsters 

Hire  of  blacksmiths 1 

Hire  of  engineers 

Hire  of  wheelwrights  

Hire  of  saddlers 

Hire  of  herders 

Hire  of  packers 

Hire  of  painters , 

Hire  of  plasterers « 

Subsistence  for  laborers.  Sec 

Transportation  of  funds  

Ex])ens«>s  of  sailing  public  transports 

Traveling  expenses  of  clerks  and  agents  acting  under  orders 
and  not  changing  stations   

Clearing  n>ads  and  removing  obstructions  from  roads,  har- 
bors, and  rivers 

All  expenses  not  otherwise  enumerated 


Total. 


CLOTHIIfO,  CAMP  AND  OARBI80IC  BQUIPAOB. 

Purchase  of  clothing  and  clothing  materials 

Purchase  of  camp  and  garrison  eqnipage 

Purchase  of  brooms 

Purchase  of  scrubbing-brushes 

Hire  of  employes  counect^'d  with  the  purchase,  manufacture, 

and  prt».servation  of  clothing 

All  expenses  not  otherwise  enumerated 


Total 


NATIONAL  CBMBTBRIB8. 

Construction  and  repair  of  lodges  and  outbuildings- 
Construction  and  repair  of  waUs  and  gates 

Purchase  of  land 

Keeping  grounds  in  order 

Trees,  shrubs,  &c 

All  expenses  not  otherwise  enumerated 


Total. 


Pay  of  superintendents  of  national  cemeteries 
18  W 


1877-78. 


$582  00 

2,983  93 

1,  382  59 

15  00 

51,  077  89 

19,  693  60 

4,  039  20 

4,  228  72 

20  00 

9,  024  86 


93,  047  79 


11, 459  36 

37,153  60 

1,431  56 

5, 962  46 

107,222  25 

1,763  60 

48, 118  78 

165  40 

20.603  63 

3,090  06 

1,834  30 

982  83 

1,687  72 

2,341  99 

11,  029  64 

1. 625  90 

133  67 

477  68 

308  66 

817  74 

17, 948  88 


7, 478  40 

2, 130  53 

1,  078  20 
15,863  55 


302, 710  39 


344, 718  70 

26,953  97 

2,396  64 

959  16 

5, 649  76 
234  50 


380, 912  73 


12, 368  06 

24,239  65 

627  25 

2,868  00 

56  96 

4,483  72 


44,643  64 


535  00 


1878-79. 


$8, 137  87 
35, 342  47 
46.  088  86 
12,  341  51 
85, 465  26 
148,  090  80 
124,  933  48 

47,064  99 

355  00 

48,  062  10 


555,884  34 


138.344  44 
162,984  93 

39,419  58 
142,  900  46 
483,185  80 

65,  902  20 
124,  952  27 

16,523  10 

188,  016  06 

53.343  04 

19,  203  10 

0,063  82 

21,  716  48 

29,060  75 

172.  582  73 

73,600  84 

17. 918  28 

41.968  53 

12,  858  10 

19, 611  62 

90, 126  60 

1,100  00 

58  50 

73  00 

3,124  50 

55,  512  77 

30, 152  86 

2,041  80 
291. 439  66 


2, 306,  785  82 


490, 839  20 

74, 472  48 

1, 956  39 

903  00 

160,421  36 
13, 105  39 


741, 607  82 


8, 892  41 

6,569  67 

3  00 

31, 408  38 
1,320  35 

14,  982  25 


63. 176  06 


34,585  82 


Total. 


$648,032  13 


2,600,496  21 


1, 122, 610  55 


107, 819  70 
35,120  83 
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Appropriation. 


HOSPITALB. 

Constmotion  of  hospitala 

Sepair  of  hoepitalB 

Total 

Of  the  above  amounts  there  were  expended — 

On  account  of  Signal  Service 

On  aocoont  of  surveying  expeditions    


1877-78. 


$336  55 
570  36 


906  90 


9,387  45 
162  86 


1878-79. 


$28,789  58 
21,706  85 


60^496  87 


132,697  88 
7.007  52 


TotaL 


161,410  77 


7.500,018  07 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quartermaster- Oeneral,  Bvt.  Brig.  €hm.j  U.  8.  A. 

The  QxjartebmastebOenebal  of  the  Arkt. 


No.  4. — Report  of  Deputy  Quartermaster- Oeneral  J.  2>.  Bingham  as  to  ike 

operations  of  clothing  branchy  &c. 

War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Officb, 

Washington^  D.  (7.,  September  18, 1870. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annnal  report  of  the  dotli- 
ing  branch  of  this  oflSce  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

As  indicated  in  my  last  annual  report,  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  the  manufacture  of  clothing  and  equipage  at  the  San  Francisco 
depot  to  the  extent  of  the  materials  accepted  from  contractors  at  that 
place. 

As  soon  as  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  became  available  the 
manufacture  was  commenced,  and  appears  to  progress  satisfactorily. 
The  prices  paid  for  the  various  articles  manufactured  are  the  same  as 
those  paid  for  like  articles  at  the  Eastern  depots. 

With  the  adoption  of  the  present  campaign  hat,  the  folded  hat  of  the 
pattern  adopted  in  1872  became  obsolete.  The  latter  not  being  strong 
enough  for  Army  use,  failed  in  service,  and  those  on  hand  at  the  various 
posts  were  ordered  to  the  depot  at  Philadelphia,  where  it  was  found 
that  by  cutting  off  part  of  the  brim  and  reblocking  the  crown,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  15  cents  each,  these  hats  could  be  made  to  conform  to 
the  new  pattern  campaign  hat.  Owing  to  the  want  of  strength  and 
durability,  however,  unfitting  them  for  soldiers'  use,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  on  December  7  last,  authorized  their  sale,  thus  altered,  to  officers 
at  the  price  of  the  regulation  campaign  hat.  There  are  now  about 
20,000  on  hand. 

On  the22dof  January  last  the  Eubberoid  Company  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
forwarded  to  this  office  samples  of  some  of  their  fabrics,  with  a  view  to 
their  use  in  the  Army.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  depot  at  Philadel- 
phia was  directed  to  procure  50  blankets  and  two  paulms  made  of  this 
material,  and  to  send  them  for  trial  to  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  and  Fort  Pem- 
bina, Dak.,  posts  where  they  will  be  subjected  to  the  greatest  heat  in 
summer  and  cold  in  winter.  Some  of  the  blankets  are  to  be  retained 
at  the  Philadelphia  depot  and  exposed  to  ascertain  whether  the  mate- 
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rials  are  liable  to  spontaneous  combustion.    ISTo  reports  have  yet  been 
received  upon  the  subject. 

Accompanying  this  report,  marked  I,  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  of  the  Navy  Department, 
expressing  the  thanks  of  the  department  for  consideration  shown  by 
Capt.  John  F.  Eodgers,  military  storekeex)er  at  the  Schuylkill  Arsenal, 
Philadelphia,  relative  to  purchase  and  inspection  of  materials  for  the 
manufacture  of  Navy  clothing,  showing  that  the  Navy  Department  has 
adopted  for  the  Navy  the  manner  of  manufacturing  clothing  as  carried 
on  at  the  Philadelphia  depot. 

Attention  having  been  called  to  an  advantage  which  it  was  claimed 
would  result  to  the  department  in  purchasing  f  instead  of  f  materials  for 
the  manufacture  of  clothing,  Capt.  John  F.  Bodgers,  military  store- 
keeper, the  inspecting  officer  of  the  Philadelphia  depot,  was  directed  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  this  subject.  From  the  annexed  copy  of 
correspondence  marked  K,  it  will  be  seen  that  no  material  benefit  would 
be  derived  therefipom ;  on  the  contrary^  manufacturers  of  clothing  prefer 
}  goods  as  more  economical  and  desirable,  there  being  rehbtively  less 
waste  and  greater  uniformity  of  color. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Mission  and  Pacific  Woolen  Mills  of  San  Fran- 
cisco to  deliver  kersey  of  standard  color,  and  the  fact  that  the  standard 
piece  was  too  small  for  convenient  use  as  such,  a  yard  each  of  light  and 
heavy  kersey,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  standard  in  quality  and  shade  of 
color,  has  been  sealed  and  sent  to  each  jjurchasing  depot  for  use  as 
standard.  Instructions  have  also  been  given  to  select  and  keep  on 
hand  at  the  Schuylkill  Arsenal  a  bale  each  of  light  and  heavy  quality 
kersey,  equal  to  standard  in  every  respect,  to  be  used  in  supplying  con- 
tractors with  suitable  samples  as  guides  in  manufacturing.  Hereafter 
when  contracts  are  made,  a  piece  of  this  kersey  will  be  sent  to  this 
office  where  it  will  be  sealed  and  furnished  to  contractors.  Kerseys 
conforming  to  this  sample  in  all  respects  will  be  accepted  under  the 
contract  for  which  it  is  ftirnished. 

This  action,  it  is  believed,  will  prevent  misunderstandings  in  the  future. 
To  avoid  possible  errors,  the  old  standards  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
this  office,  where  they  are  now  held  for  future  reference. 

Standards  for  shirting  flannel,  heavy  quality,  and  trumpets  have  been 
adopted,  sealed,  and  distributed  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Specitications  for  the  followhig  articles  have  been  adopted,  printed, 
and  disti  ibuted  to  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department  during 
the  fiscal  year,  viz:  Felt  boots,  Sibley  tents,  wall  tents,  wall  tent-flies, 
common  tents,  tent  slips,  and  trumpets.  Amendments  were  made  to 
the  specifications  for  boots  and  common  tent-poles. 

Standards  of  clothing  conforming  to  those  at  the  Philadelphia  depot 
were  pre[)ared  and  furnished  to  the  Saint  Louis  clothing  depot  on  the 
20th  of  May  \mt. 

Army  clothing,  to  the  value  of  $657.72,  was  issued  to  Indians  during 
the  year,  ivccounts  for  which  were  presented  to  the  Interior  Department, 
and  the  amount  has  been  placed  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
credit  of  the  appropriation  for  clothing  and  equipage. 

Upon  overhauling  the  stock  of  clothing  and  equipage  on  hand  at 
several  depots  of  the  department,  it  was  found  that  a  number  of  articles 
of  clothing,  especially  great-coats,  were  unfit  for  issue  to  the  Army. 
After  condemnation,  they  were  transferred  to  the  National  Home  for 
Disabled  Volunteers  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  January  23, 
1873.    The  value  of  the  clothing  thus  transferred  was  $55,766.27.    A 
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balance  of  $21,448.88  still  remains  due  to  the  home  on  requisitions    or 
clothing  made  upon  this  office. 

The  military  prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  has  manufactnred 
for  the  department,  during  the  year,  40,000  tent-pins,  7,777  barrack  chairs, 
and  51,756  pairs  of  brass-screwed  shoes.  The  materials  for  the  shoes 
cost  $1.01)^  i)er  pair,  the  prisonei''s  labor  .01^  cents  per  pair,  making 
total  cost  1 1.77 A  per  pair. 

The  cost  of  tent-pins  was  $1.G7J  per  100 ;  that  of  barrack  chairSi  95J 
cents  each. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1879,  this  office  was  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  following  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War :  "  No  further  payment 
to  be  miwle  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  the  prison  fund  on 
account  of  prison  ciirnings  until  Congress  has  taken  action  on  the  sub- 
ject." Since  that  date  no  funds  have  been  remitted  to  pay  for  prison 
earnings. 

From  accounts  and  a  re])ort  furnished  this  office  by  Oapt.  A.  P.  Blnnt^ 
assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  A.,  the  governor  of  the  military  prison, 
it  a])pears  that  the  value  of  the  unpaid  labor  performed  by  the  prisoners 
on  account  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  as  follows: 

Value  of  labor  performed  by  prisoners  on  roads,  storehouses,  shoe- 
factory,  carpenter-shops,  &c.,  during  the  fiscal  year  1877-'78,  as  per  ac- 
counts forwarded,  $3,418.  Value  of  same  during  the  fiscal  year  1878-'79, 
as  per  report  of  Capt.  A.  P.  Blunt,  of  August  7,  1879,  $8,009.70.  Total, 
$11,427.70. 

Tlie  Quartermaster's  Department  should  be  credited  with  the  esti- 
mated value  of  clothing  and  equipage  issued  to  the  prison  during  the 
fiscal  year  1877-'78  (see  my  last  annual  report),  $9,422.21;  also  with  the 
estimated  value  of  clothing  and  equii)age  issued  to  the  prison  during 
the  fis(5al  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  $7,059.72.  Total,  $16,481.93 ;  which 
leaves  a  balance,  of  $5,054.23  due  the  Quartermaster's  Department  by 
the  prison  on  account  of  clothing  and  equipage. 

From  July  1,  1878,  to  January  31,  1879,  the  following-named  sums 
were  I'emitted  to  the  Jicting  assistant  quartc^rmaster  of  the  prison  from 
the  appropriation  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  viz : 

Incidental  cxp(Mi»eH: 
For  hire  of  clerkH  and  watchmen $1, 720  00 

Army  tran8]>ortatif)n : 
For  liire  of  t^'amsters  900  00 

Clothinjuc,  camp  and  general  etiuipage: 

For  hire  of  foreman  in  nhoe  factory 1, 440  00 

Emph>yment  of  prisonei-8  making  Hhoes  at  30  oeutn  per  day 2,340  00 

Purchase  of  baiTack  chairs  made  at  the  prirtou  7,500  00 

Purchjuso  of  tont-pins  made  at  the  prison 900  00 

Kovaltv  on  heeling  nmchiuc 41  85 

12,221  85 

Total 14,841  85 

Under  the  decision  of  the  Secretiiry  of  War,  dated  October  30,  1878, 
all  the  boots  required  for  the  AiMuy  Arill  hereafteT  be  manufactured  at 
the  military  i)rison.  The  necessary  miu^hiiieiy  therefor  has  been  pur- 
chascMl  and  put  up  at  a  cost  of  $800. 

Nine  hundred  and  ei|;hty-nine  iron  tent-pins  were  purchased  during^ 
th(»  last  fiscal  year  for  use  where  the  nature  of  the  gix>uud  did  not  permit 
the  use  of  woo(kMi  pins. 

Upon  the  su^^estion  of  Lieut,  (jieorge  O.  Eaton,  Fifth  Cavalry,  acting 
assistant  quartermaster  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  Wyo.,  that  mess-pans  be 
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made  of  two  sizes  in  order  that  they  may  be  used  in  baking  bread,  instead 
of  using  the  Dutch  ovens  which  are  heavy  and  cumbersome,  orders  for 
cutting  down  some  of  the  mess-pans  at  the  Fort  Leavenworth  and  San 
Francisco  depots  were  given,  the  Secretary  of  War  having,  on  the  19th 
November  la«t,  approved  the  recommendation  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General  to  that  effect. 

The  stock  of  great-coats,  of  the  old  pattern,  has  been  greatly  reduced 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  by  condemnation  and  transfer  to  the  National 
Home  for  disabled  volunteers. 

The  manufacture  of  some  of  the  larger  sizes  has  been  commenced. 
These  new  pattern  great-coats  are  so  superior  in  material  and  workman- 
ship to  those  of  the  old  pattern,  that  much  opposition  has  been  made  by 
officers  and  men  to  receiving  the  coats  of  the  old  pattern ;  but  under 
existing  laws  they  must  be  issued.  The  capes  of  the  new  great-coats 
will  hereafter  be  lined  with  flannel  of  the  color  of  the  facings  of  the 
uniform.  ^ 

The  dark  blue  flannel  shirts  manufactured  from  inferior  blouse-flannel 
and  which  were  issued  to  the  Army  in  1875,  having  given  such  general 
satisfaction,  instructions  were  sent  on  the  23d  of  October  last,  to  each 
officer  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master at  military  posts  to  obtain  the  opinions  of  officers  as  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Army  upon  the  subject  of  the  adoption  of  this  kind  of  shirt. 

From  the  reports  received  it  appears  that  the  Army  is  universally  in 
favor  of  the  dark  blue  flannel  shirts.  All  the  papers  on  this  subject 
were  submitted  to  the  board  of  officers  convened  in  this  city  by  special 
orders  of  the  War  Department  of  November  11,  1878  (Army  equipment 
board),  which  has  recommended  the  supply  of  dark  blue  shirts  in  lieu  of 
the  gray  flannel  shirts  now  being  issued. 

The  board  referred  to  was  furnished  by  this  department  with  samples 
of  American  and  foreign  army  uniforms,  and  such  information  as  was 
required  from  time  to  time. 

A  camp  be<l  purchased  of  its  inventor,  Mr.  Theo.  Carstein,  was  also 
submitted  to  the  board. 

Under  instnictions  of  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  one  of  the 
tents,  of  which  Lieut.  G.  C.  Doane,  Second  Cavalry,  is  the  inventor  and 
patentee,  was  manufactured  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Lieuten- 
ant Doane  at  the  Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
and  examined  and  reported  upon  by  the  board ;  its  cost  was  $70.50;  but 
if  purchased  in  large  numbers  its  cost  will  be  somewhat  reduced.  It  has 
a  capjKiity  for  about  18  mounted  men. 

The  Sibley  tent,  the  patent  of  which  has  expired  and  which  the  de- 
partment is  now  supplying  to  the  troops  in  winter  camps  on  the  north- 
ern frontier,  has  a  capacity  for  17  mounted  men.  Its  cost  with  wall  is 
♦27.99;  without  wall,  $25.37. 

A  set  of  company  books  designed  by  Lieut.  H.  0.  Gushing,  Fourth 
Artillery,  was  also  laid  before  the  board  referred  to;  also  a  shelter  tent, 
devised  by  the  same  officer. 

On  the  3d  of  May  last  the  proceedings  of  the  board  were  referred  to 
this  office  for  the  views  of  the  Quartermaster-General.  The  recommen-  < 
dations  were  of  such  a  nature  that  it  required  much  time  and  care  to 
make  the  desired  report.  Before  completing  it,  the  proceedings  were  re- 
turned on  the  12th  of  July  last,  under  instructions  from  the  General  of 
the  Army,  with  statement  that  if  all  the  recommendations  as  to  clothing 
and  equipage  were  carried  out,  an  additional  annual  expense  of  about 
$525,670.64  would  be  incurred. 


278  REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  .  OP  WAR. 

Daring  the  last  fiscal  year  the  Army  has  been  supplied  with  barrack 
chairs  which  were  either  manufactured  at  the  military  prison  or  pur- 
chased under  contract,  after  advertisement,  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

ISTew  lasts  have  been  provided  for  manufacturing  boots  and  shoes, 
which  will  give  straight  instead  of  curved  soles,  thereby  allowing  more 
room  for  the  toes,  and  making  a  more  comfortable  marching  shoe. 

On  the  15th  of  October  last  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Surgeon-General  and  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  author- 
ized the  purchase,  with  a  view  to  trial  in  active  service,  of  204  knit  sus- 
pensory drawers,  from  Messrs.  Walton  Bros,  of  New  York.  They  were 
distributed  as  follows:  100  pairs  to  the  Department  of  the  Platte,  30 
pairs  to  Willets  Point,  New  York  Harbor ;  and  74  pairs  to  Fort  Hamil- 
ton, New  York  Harbor,  in  order  that  they  may  be  tried  by  troops  of  all 
arms  of  the  service. 

From  reports  received,  it  ax)pears  that  these  drawers,  perhaps  owing 
to  the  material  of  which  they  are  made,  have  not  given  satisfaction.  At 
the  request  of  Walton  Bros.,  a  few  pairs  have  been  made  of  Canton 
flannel  and  issued  for  trial,  tlie  result  of  which  is  not  yet  known. 

Under  various  joint  resolutions  of  Congress,  tents  and  other  articles 
of  camp  and  garrison  equipage  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  sol- 
diers' reunion  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa ;  for  the  soldiers'  reunion  at  Ocmtre- 
ville,  Iowa ;  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  use  of 
the  militia  while  in  camp  for  drill ;  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Texas. 
for  use  of  the  volunteers  of  the  State  at  their  summer  encampment,  and 
to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  for  use  of  the  militia  of 
that  State.  The  latter  declined  to  execute  the  requisite  bond  for  the 
return  of  the  property  in  good  condition.  The  Judge  Advocate-Gen^^ 
decided  that  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  loan  required  that  a 
bond  of  the  nature  referred  to  should  be  given.  The  property  was  re- 
turned to  the  depots  from  whence  obtained,  without  being  used ;  the 
governor  declining  to  receive  it  upon  the  conditions  named. 

A  board  of  survey,  called  by  paragraph  II,  General  Orders  No.  105, 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  South,  1878,  to  examine  and  report 
upon  discrepancies  between  amounts  and  conditions  of  the  camp  and 
garrison  equi[)age  loaned  under  the  various  acts  of  Congress,  found 
that  some  of  the  tents,  poles,  and  pins  were  not  returned,  while  others 
were  returned  in  a  damaged  condition,  and  recommended  that  the  officer 
accountable  for  the  i)roperty  be  relieved  from  all  responsibility  in  the 
matter ;  that  he  be  authorized  to  drop  the  deficient  articles  from  his 
returns  and  that  the  damaged  articles  be  submitted  to  the  action  of  an 
inspector. 

One  hospital  and  1,795  common  tents,  valued  at  $16,084.43,  were 
issued  by  this  department  under  authority  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  War  (luring  the  yellow-fever  epidemic  last  year. 

In  February  last  the  Chief  Quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the 
Missouri  forwarded  to  this  officer  sam[)les  of  boots  made  with  H.  C, 
Goodrich's  indestructible  soles,  with  a  view  to  their  trial  in  the  Anny, 
No  action  was  taken,  as  the  matter  of  improvement  in  boots  and  shoes 
was  then  before  the  Board  on  Army  Equipments,  and  for  the  further 
reason  that  reports  on  the  merits  of  the  sta.ndard  boots  and  shoes 
were  then  being  called  for  from  officers  of  the  Army.  When  these  are 
all  in,  final  action  will  be  taken. 

In  April  last  Mrs.  R.  S.  Weaver  called  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment to  a  button -fastening  device,  invented  and  patented  by  her.  Upon 
full  investigation,  and  alter  obtaining  the  views  of  merchant  tailors, 
and  the  officers  on  duty  at  the  Philadelphia  depot,  the  Quartermaster- 
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G^ner^l  reported  against  its  introduction  in  the  Army,  it  not  being  of 
any  material  value.  The  Secretary  of  War  approved  tMs  recommenda- 
tion. 

The  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  on 
the  14th  of  May  last,  recommended  the  issue  of  overalls,  free  of  charge, 
to  enlisted  men  when  eknployed  on  daily  duty.  It  was  considerea 
by  the  War  Department  that  such  issue  would  create  dissatisfaction 
among  the  troops,  who  now  receive  these  overalls  as  part  of  their  cloth- 
ing allowance,  and  that  the  remedy  proposed,  giving  them  a  pair  ct 
overalls  worth  only  52  cents,  would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  men  who 
were  placed  on  extra  duty,  while  there  were  no  funds  available  to  pay 
for  extra  duty. 

On  the  9th  of  June  last  the  depot  quartermaster  at  San  Praucisco 
forwarded  a  communication  from  Capt.  G.  A.  Hull,  military  storekeeper, 
accompanied  by  a  sample,  recommending  a  certain  improvement  in  the 
present  pattern  of  drawers.  After  reference  to  the  officers  at  the  Paila- 
delphia  depot,  it  was  decided  to  manufacture  100  pairs  for  trial.  They 
are  now  being  manufactured,  and  will  be  issued  to  ti  oops  at  forts  Colum- 
bus, Adams,  and  Hamilton. 

Frequent  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  by  Capt.  Jno. 
F.  Rodgers  of  the  factories  engaged  in  manufacturing  kersey,  flannel, 
stockings,  &c.,  under  contract  with  this  department.  Such  inspections 
are  useftU  in  making  timely  corrections  of  errors  in  manufacture,  and  in 
securing  the  use  by  contractors  of  the  proper  materials  required  for 
making  fabrics  of  the  required  stand^d. 

For  further  and  more  specific  information  as  to  the  operations  of  the 
clothing  branch  of  this  office,  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to 
the  accompanying  statements^  viz: 

A. — Statement  showing  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage  on  hand  at 
the  general  depots  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  June  30, 1878 : 
the  quantity  purchased,  manufactured,  gained,  sold,  expended,  and  issued 
to  the  Army,  and  the  quantity  remaining  in  the  depot  June  30,  1879. 

B. — Statement  showing  remittances  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

C. — Statement  of  amounts  received  and  expended  by  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

D. — Specifications  for  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equip- 
age adopted  and  amended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

E. — Statement  showing  quantity  of  clothing  issued  to  the  National 
Home  for  Disabled  Volunteers  under  the  act  of  January  23, 1873,  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

F. — Statement  showing  quantity  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equip- 
age issued  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  certain  Indians  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879;  also  the  money  value  of  the 
articles  transferred. 

G. — Statement  showing  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equip- 
age turned  over  to  the  mSitary  prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  for 
issue  to  prisoners,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879;  also  the 
money  value  of  same. 

H. — Statement  showing  number  of  tents  issued  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  for  the  relief  of  yellow-fever  sufferers  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1879 ;  also  the  money  value  of  same. 

I.— Copy  of  correspondence  regarding  the  manufacture  of  clothing  by 
the  Navy  Department,  according  to  the  system  prevailing  at  the  Phila- 
delphia dei>ot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 
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K. — Copy  of  correepo II deuce  regarding  the  niamifactiire  of  materiaU 
for  clottiiitg  of  ^  instead  of  ^  of  a  yard  wide. 

L. — Extract  from  miimal  report  of  Capt.  J.  F.  Ilodgern,  militarj-  store- 
keei)er,  U.  S.  A.,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  mauufaeture  and  inspection 
of  clotliiiig,  ciiiiip  and  garrison  equipage,  at  the  Phila<1elphia  Aepot  of 
the  Quart wiii,a3tei-*8  Department,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 
M. — Statemei  t  of  i-eturns  of  clothing,  <iamp  and  gamsou  equipajje 
received,  and  exandiied,  and  of  letters  received  and  written,  duriog  the 
fiseid  yciu-  en(  ug  June  30,  187y. 

N,— Statement  of  the  ulerical  force  employed  in  the  clothing  and 
equipage  imnch  of  the  Qnarteruiaster-Geueral'H  Offlce  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  'Mi,  1«7!). 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  ohedieitt  ser\'ant, 

.J.  I).  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quurtemtaster-General,  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  <J.  JIbigs, 

(^u^irtermasfer-Qeneral,  U.  8.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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SUttenmtt  thounng  artidea  of  oloUinj;,  camp  laid  porrumi  tufvipage  on  kotHJ,  ^. — Continued. 
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Statement  shoioing  arOclea  of  dothingf  camp  and  garrUan  equipage  an  Aond,  ^o. — Contiiined. 


Artiolea. 
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Bespectfully  snbioitted, 

J.  D.  BINOHAM, 

Deputy  Quartermaster-Oeneral,  U.  8. 
Quabtebmasteb-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  18,  1879. 


B. — Statement  altowing  rtmittaneet  on  aeooHiit  of  clothing,  oamp  and  garrUon  eqaipagt,  during 
ihefiieiU  year  ending  June  30,  1?r9. 

Military  Division  of  the  Atlmitic    $3,706  60 

Military  DivieiOD  of  tlie  MiMouri 9,914  34 

Military  Division  of  the  FaciBc 67,436  71 

Dei)ot  at  Philadelphia,  Pa 602,761  26 

Depot  at  New  YoA,  N.  Y 11  25 

De|iot  at  Jelfersonville,  Ind 165,621  64 

Military  prison,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kana 12,745  85 

Columbun  Bairachs,  Colnmbna,  Ohio... • —  •. ..' 6  00 

Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo 105  06 

Wheeler's  Eiploring  Expedition 100  00 

Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pa 10  00 

Total 662,620  71 

Bespectfally  sabmitted, 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
D^uty  Quajiamaiter-Gentrat,  V.  8.  A. 
Quartbrmabtbr-Genbral's  Optics, 

WatUngton,  D.  C,  September  18,  1679. 
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C. — Statement  of  amounts  received  and  expended  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  on  ae- 
count  of  clothing  f  camp  and  garrison  equipa^Cj  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 


Approj>riated  by  Confo^as 

DopiisitcMl  in  Treasury,  credited  to 
npiiropriatiou  for  clothing  and 
equipage 

Total 


$900,000  00 

I 

I 

00,  297  38  I 


990,  297  38  : 


Respectfully  submit  ted. 


Kxponded for  clothiuffand equipage. 

Balance  in  Treasury' Juno  30,  1879, 
and  duo  on  contracts  not  yet  com- 
pleted   


Total 


$882.020  71 
127. 676  87 


090.297  38 


Quartkrmaster-Oeneral's  Office, 

JFashingtonj  D,  C,  September  IW,  1879. 


J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quartermuster-Generalj  U,  S.  A. 


D. — Specifications  for  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  amended  and  adopted  during 

fiscal  year  ending  June  '30,  1^9. 

War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Offics. 

specifications  for  boots. 

To  be  worked  Hoiiare  with  the  last  on  which  they  are  made :  the  edges  to  be  finished 
with  shoiihler-sticks,  without  heel-ball,  and  must  measure  at  least  half  a  size  (oataide) 
moro  than  thov  are  marked. 

The  upper  leather  to  be  the  best  oak-tanned  from  slaughter-hides.  The  soles  to  be 
the  best  oak-tanne<l  from  "straight"  Texas  hides,  or  from  South  American  (commonly 
called  "Spanish")  dry  hides.    No  split  leather  to  be  uswl. 

The  width  of  the  soles  across  the  ball  of  the  foot  to  be  graduated  as  followB,  and  to 
be  in  proportion  throughout :  No.  5,  :V|  inches;  No.  G,  :^  inches;  No.  7,  3J  incues;  No. 
8,  4  inches;  No.9,  4i  inches;  No.  10,  4^  inches;  No.  11,  4| inchest;  No.  I'A  4i  inches. 

The  insteps  and  toes  to  measure  as  follows;  No.  5,  9j,  9;  No.  6,  9f,  9^;  No.  7,  9|, 
9i;  No.  8,  10,  9|;  No.  9,  10^,  10;  No.  10,  m,  lOi;  No.  11,  lOf,  lOi;  No.  12,  11,  lOf. 

The  measurement  for  a  No.  8  boot,  standard,  is  as  follows,  viz:  heel,  13|  inches; 
instep,  10  inches;  ball  or  toe,  aen>s8,  9J  in<;hes;  length  of  legs,  lo^  inches  in  front,  14 
in<'hes  l)ack;  width  of  leg  at  toj),  14f  inches;  'wiilth  of  strap,  1|  inches;  length  of 
strap,  9  inches;  height  of  counter,  2^  inches  (counter  to  be  sewed  over  side  seam); 
lengtli  and  width  of  heel.  3  inches ;  w^dth  of  sole  or  ball,  4  inches.  They  are  to  have 
not  less  than  six  (6)  stitches  to  the  inch  in  the  side  seam,  and  not  less  than  nine  (9) 
stitches  to  the  inch  on  counters  and  straps. 

To  have  double  soles,  fa8tene<l  to  the  upi)er  leather  and  inner  soles  firmly  with  brass 
screws  (the  thread  of  which  shall  be  cleanly  cut  by  the  nnicliine  on  12^  brass  wire) 
well  clinched  inside,  so  as  to  render  the  inner  sole  perfectly  snio(»t-h.  The  screws  to  be 
at  no  greater  distance  apart  than  will  atford  five  (5)  spact^  to  every  two  (2)  inches. 

Adopted  February  25,  1878,  in  lieu  of  those  adopt43d  May  31, 187G,  as  modified  Auffuat 
24,  1870. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General,  Bvt.  Major-General^  U.  8>  A, 

Change  in  number  of  stitches  on  counters  and  straps  from  10  to  9  made  November 
21,  1878. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General,  Bvt,  Major-General^  U.  S.  A, 


War  Department, 
Quartermaster  General's  Officx. 


SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  FELT  BOOTS. 


To  be  made  of  heavy  wool-felt,  like  sample,  molded  to  shape  of  last.  Heavy  single 
sole  and  slip  sole  of  hemlock  leather  fastened  to  upper  with  brass  screws,  same  as  Army 
standard  boot.  Upper  leather  (split)  to  cover  front,  sides,  and  back,  rising  well  upon 
the  instep  in  form  of  tongue,  and  at  back  to  a  height  of  m>m  three  to  three  and  a  half 
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(3  to  3^)  inches  from  the  top  of  heel ;  stay  piece  of  leather  at  back  to  rise  from  upper 
to  a  height  of  not  less  than  (3^  inches^  and  to  be  sufficiently  wide  to  protect  the  felt 
from  the  more  than  usual  friction  and  wear  at  that  part  of  the  leg.  The  leather  upper 
to  be  secured  to  the  felt  boot  bj  a  double  row  of  stiching  as  on  sample,  and  the  upper 
edge  of  side  seams  to  be  fastened  with  copper  rivet-s  and  burs.  Stay-strap  and  buckle 
to  rise  from  front  part  of  hoel  at  sides,  and  fasten  over  the  instep,  to  relieve  the  strain 
on  the  felt  at  that  point. 

Dimensions. — For  feet,  to  be  as  <le«cribed  for  Army  boots. 

Height  of  leg  to  be  fifteen  (15)  inches  in  front  and  fourteen  (14)  in  back  for  size  8, 
and  to  vary  proportionately  for  the  other  sizes. 

Outside  circumference  of  leg  at  fullest  part  to  be  not  loss  than  seventeen  and  a  half 
(17^)  inches  for  size  8,  and  to  vary  according  to  the  sizes.  Top  of  leg  to  be  bound  with 
leatlier,  put  on  with  a  double  row  of  stiching.  Straps  (to  pull  on  by)  to  be  similar  to 
those  on  Army  boots,  except  that  where  stitched  to  the  leg  they  shall  expand  to  an 
oval  of  about  '2^  by  2^  inches,  and  be  fastened  to  leg  with  a  double  row  of  stiching,  so 
as  to  distribute  as  widely  as  possible  the  strain  on  the  felt. 

Adopted  July  20,  1878. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaattr- General,  Bvt.  Major- General,  U.  S.  A. 


War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Officjk. 

specifications  for  sibley  tents. 

Material. — Body  of  tent  to  be  of  standard  twelve  (12)  ounce  cotton  duck,  twenty- 
eight  and  a  half  (28^)  inches  wide.  Sod-cloth  of  eight  (8)  ounce  cotton  duck.  Foot- 
lines  of  six-thread  ratline  lino. 

Form  and  ditnen&h?^, — To  be  in  the  form  of  a  frustum  of  a  cone,  eighteen  (18)  feet  in 
diameter  at  base  and  (18)  inches  in  diameter  at  the  top.  Height  when  pitched  to  top 
of  roof,  twelve  (12)  feet ;  to  top  of  pole,  thirteen  (13)  feet  and  (6)  inches.  Tabling  at 
bottom  of  tent,  two  and  one-half  (2^)  inches. 

Top. — The  opening  at  top  to  be  formed  with  a  galvanized  iron  ring  eighteen  (18) 
inches  in  diameter,  over  which  the  duck  shall  be  firmly  stitched,  and  re-enforoed  down 
the  roof  to  a  depth  of  twelve  (12)  inches.  Six  grommets  (five-eighths  (f)  inch  holes) 
to  be  made  around  top  at  equal  distances,  just  below  the  ring,  in  which  to  hook  the 
chains  which  supi>ort  the  tent  on  pole.  Tnree  (3)  chains  and  hooks,  six  (6)  in  num- 
ber, to  be  about  twenty  (20)  inches  long,  and  be  connected  with  ring  which  passes 
over  spindle  of  pole.     All  to  be  of  malleable  iron  galvanized. 

Door. — Doorway  to  be  seven  (7)  feet  and  six  (h)  inches  high  (measured  along  the 
seam),  nine  (9)  inches  wide  at  top,  and  twenty-six  (2G)  inches  wide  at  bottom.  The 
doors  of  two  (2)  pieces,  each  equal  in  area  to  the  doorway,  and  joined  at  opposite  sides 
of  the  same,  so  as  to  lap  and  form  double  thickness  when  closed. 

Door-fastenings. — Door-fastenings  to  be  the  same  as  described  for  wall  tents,  except 
that  they  be  arranged  for  the  double  door,  and  to  tie  either  inside  or  outside. 

Sod-cloth. — The  sod-cloth  to  be  fourteen  (14)  inches  wide  in  the  clear,  and  to  extend 
around  the  insi<le  of  the  tent  from  door  to  door. 

Grommets. — Grommets  at  top,  six  (6)  in  number,  to  be  made  with  tarred  rope  and 
cotton  twine  well  waxed,  and  to  be  faced  with  stout  leather.  Those  in  the  tabling  at 
bottom,  twenty-five  (25)  in  number,  to  be  made  over  malleable  iron  five-eighths  (f ) 
inch  rings  with  cotton  twine  well  waxed.     All  grommets  to  be  worked  in  the  seams. 

Hood. — Conical  hood,  open  at  one  side  and  having  grommet  in  apex  to  admit  spindle 
of  pole,  and  to  extend  down  the  roof  at  least  six  (6)  inches  below  the  top  of  tent.  Five 
(5)  one-half  (i)  inch  grommets  at  bottom  for  lines. 

Foot-line^. — Foot-lines,  twenty-five  (25)  in  number,  to  be  four  and  a  half  ^^)  inches 
lowr  in  the  clear,  and  to  be  in  the  form  of  a  loop  passing  through  a  single  grommet 
and  8toppe<l  by  the  "Matthew  Walker"  knot  instead  of  the  wootlen  button. 

Hood-lin^. — Five  (5)  hoo<l-lines  of  six-threa<l  manilla  (large),  sixteen  (16)  feet  long 
in  the  clear,  whipped  with  white  cotton  twine  well  waxed  at  one  inch  from  the  ends. 

Pole. — Pole  to  be  of  white  pine  or  ash,  straight  grained,  and  to  be  nine  (9)  feet  long 
in  the  clear  and  about  two  and  three-quarter  (2|)  Inches  in  diameter,  except  at  the 
butt,  where  it  shall  be  reduced  sufficiently  to  fit  tightly  into  socket  on  tripod.  The  top 
to  be  bound  in  galvanized  iron  band  two  and  a  half  (2^)  inches  deep,  and  to  be  pro- 
vided with  a  half  (i)  inch  round  iron  spindle,  driven  three  (3)  inches  into  the  pole  and 
projecting  the  same  distance,  galvanized. 

tripod. — Tripod  to  consist  of  a  cast-iron  pole  socket  two  (2)  inches  deep  and  about 
two  and  a  quarter  (2^)  inches  in  diameter  inside,  having  at  equal  distance  on  outside 
three  (3)  projecting  double  brackets  to  receive  the  legs.     The  legs,  three  (3)  in  num- 
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ber,  to  be  made  of  two  and  a  half  (2i)  by  three-sizteenths  (A)  iuoli^  wrooffht-iroiiy 
bent  into  semi-tubalar  form  toward  the  outside,  the  upper  end  to  be  welded  together 
eo  as  to  enter  the  brackets.  Lower  ends  to  be  slightly  turned  back  so  as  not  to  pre- 
sent the  sharp  edge  to  the  ground.  Length  of  legs,  four  (4)  feet  and  nine  (9)  inones. 
A  staple  to  be  firmly  fixed  in  bottom  of  socket,  from  which  depends  a  chain  eighteen 
(18)  mches  long  and  S-hook,  on  which  to  hang  cooking  utensils.  An  extra  S-hook 
in  staple. 

Pins, — ^Twenty-five  (25)  wooden  pins  of  the  small  size  and  pattern  used  for  hoepital 
tent«. 

The  manufacturer  should  cut  his  cloths  as  though  desired  for  a  height  of  eleven 
(11)  feet  and  six  (6)  inches  instead  of  twelve  (12)  feet.  This  is  found  necessary  by  the 
tact  that  the  tent  stretches  after  a  few  days'  use^  particularlijr  in  dry  weather.  If  the 
duck  be  cut  for  full  twelve  (12)  feet  in  height,  it  will  necessitate  propping  up  of  the 
tripod  to  the  extent  of  about  six  (6)  inches. 

Adopted  February  15, 1879. 

M.  C.  MEI08, 
Quartennaster-Chneralf  Bvt.  Major-Oeneraly  U.  S,  A. 


War  Dbpabtmbmt, 
Quartbrbcastbr-Gbnebal'8  Offiob. 

specifications  for  waij/-tbnts. 

Dimennons, — Height,  ei^ht  (8)  feet  six  (6)  inches.  Length  of  ridge,  nine  (9)  fbet. 
Width,  nine  (9)  feet.  Height  of  wall,  three  (3)  feet  nine  (9l  inches.  Wall  eaTea,  two 
(2)  inches  wide.  Height  of  door,  seven  (7)  feet.  Width  of  door,  fourteen  (14)  inches 
at  bottom,  seven  (7)  inches  at  top.  From  top  of  ridge  to  wall,  six  (6)  feet  six  (6) 
inches. 

Material, — To  be  made  of  cotton  duck,  twenty-eight  and  one-half  (28|)  inches  wide, 
clear  of  all  imperfections,  and  weighing  twelve  (12)  ounces  to  the  linear  yard. 

Work, — ^To  be  made  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  with  not  less  than  two  and  a  half  (2|) 
stitches  of  equal  length  to  the  inch,  made  with  double  thread  of  fivefold  cotton  twine 
well  waxed.  The  seams  to  be  not  less  than  one  (1)  inch  in  width  and  no  slack  tfJLen 
in  them. 

Grommets. — Grommets  made  with,  malleable  iron  rings,  galvanized,  must  be  worked 
in  all  the  holeu,  and  be  well  made  with  four-thread  fivefold  cotton  twine  well  waxed. 
Sizes  of  grommets  for  eaves,  (me-half  (i)  inch  rings ;  for  foot-stops,  five-eighths  (|) 
inch  ringH  ;  and  for  ridge,  three-fourths  (f )  inch  rings— the  latter  to  be  work^  so  that 
the  center  will  measure  one  and  one-fourth  (1^)  inches  from  edge  of  roof,  so  as  to  be 
in  correct  position  to  receive  spindle  of  upright  poles. 

Door  ana  stay-pieoes. — Door  and  stay-piece  to  be  of  the  same  material  as  the  tent. 
Stay-pieces  on  ends  and  ridge  of  tent  to  be  six  and  a  half  (6^)  inches  square.  Those 
at  comers  of  tent,  at  angle  of  roof  and  wall,  to  be  eight  (8)  inches  wide,  let  into  the 
tabling  at  the  eaves,  and  extending  eight  (8)  inches  up  the  roof  and  eight  (8)  inches 
down  the  wall.  ' 

Backstay, — A  band  or  strip  four  (4)  inches  wide,  of  the  same  material  as  the  tent, 
to  be  stitcned  across  the  back  of  the  tent  on  the  inside,  entering  into  and  being  stitched 
with  the  comer  seams  at  the  junction  of  the  roof  ana  wall. 

Sod^loth, — The  sod-cloth  to  be  of  eight  (8)  ounce  cotton  duck,  nine  (9)  inches  wide 
in  the  clear  from  the  tabling,  and  to  extend  ^m  door  to  door  around  both  sides  and 
ends  of  the  tent. 

Tabling, — The  tabling  on  the  foot  of  the  tent,  when  finished,  to  be  two  and  a  half 
(2i)  inches  in  width. 

Door-lines, — ^The  door-line^  to  be  of  six-thread  manilla  line  (large),  three  (3)  feet  long 
in  the  clear. 

Door-fastening, — Door-fastening,  as  shown  in  sample  tent,  to  consist  of  four  (4}  double 
door-strings  of  three-eighths  (|)  inch  cotton  roj)e,  two  (2)  feet  long  on  each  sitte,  pass- 
ing through  the  door-seam,  and  secured  by  a  stop-knot  and  a  stay-stitch.  Brass  grom- 
mets to  be  in  correspoudini^  positions  on  edge  of  door-piece  in  which  to  tie  the  door- 
cords.     A  two  (2)  inch  tabling  to  be  made  on  the  edge  of  door. 

Foot-stops, — Foot-stops,  seventeen  (17)  in  number,  to  be  loops  four  and  a  half  (4J) 
inches  long  in  the  clear,  of  six-thread  ratline,  both  ends  passing  through  a  single 
grommet  worked  in  the  tabling  at  seams,  and  to  be  held  by  what  is  known  as  uie 
''  Matthew  Walker"  knot.    Ends  to  be  whipped  with  cotton  twine  well  waxed. 

£are-/iw«j.— Eave-lines,  ten  (10)  in  number,  to  be  of  six-thread  manilla  line  (larse), 
and  be  eight  (8)  feet  long  in  the  clear.  To  be  ^*  spliced  "  in  the  eaves,  and  each  una 
to  be  furnished  with  a  wooden  slip  of  Army  standard. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL,  287 

The  tabline  at  bottom,  the  sod-cloth,  and  the  foot-stops  to  be  so  arranged  that  the 
sod-cloth  falfi  ootside  and  the  foot-stops  inside  the  tent. 

All  lines  to  be  well  whipped  on6  (1)  inch  from  the  end  with  waxed  twine,  and  prop- 
erly knotted. 

Adopted  Febmary  15,  1879. 

M.  C.  BiEIQS, 
Quarternuuter-Generalf  Bvt.  Major-Qeneralj  U/S.  A, 


War  DSPARTBiBNT, 

Quartermabtbr-Oenbbal'8  Office, 
specifications  for  wall-tent  flies. 

Dvmensions. — Length,  fifteen  (15)  feet  and  six  (6)  inches.  Width,  nine  (9)  feet  when 
finished. 

Material. — ^To  be  made  of  cotton  duck,  twentr-eight  and  one-half  (28^)  inches  wide, 
clear  of  all  imperfections,  and  weighing  ten  (10)  ounces  to  the  linear  yard. 

Tabling. — A  two  (2)  inch  tabling  to  be  workea  on  ends,  and  a  one  and  one-half  (1^) 
inch  tabling  on  sides. 

Grommeta. — Grommets  made  with  malleable  iron  rings,  galvanized,  to  be  worked  in 
all  the  holes  with  four  (4)  thread  five  (5)  fold  cotton  twine  well  waxed.  Size  of  grom- 
mets for  eave-lines  one-half  (^)  inch  in  diameter,  and  for  upright  spindle  three-fourths 
{\)  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  the  latter  to  be  placed  so  as  to  measure  one  and  one-h^ 
{\\)  inches  from  their  centers  to  edge  of  fly,  so  as  to  be  in  proper  position  to  receive 
spindle. 

Stay-pieoea. — Stay-piece  on  comers  and  rid^e  to  be  of  same  material  as  fly,  and  to  be 
six  and  one-half  (6^)  inches  souare  when  finished. 

Work. — The  fly  is  to  be  made  in  a  workmanlike  manner  in  every  respect,  with  not 
less  than  two  and  a  half  (2^)  stitches  of  equal  length  to  the  inch,  made  with  double 
thread  of  five  (5)  told  cotton  twine  well  waxed. 

Seams. — ^The  seams  not  less  than  one  (1)  inch  in  width  and  no  slack  taken  in  them. 

Eave-line8. — Eave-lines,  (10)  in  number,  to  be  of  six-thread  manilla  line  (large),  and 
be  seven  (7)  feet  long  in  tne  clear.  To  be  '*  spliced''  in  the  end  tablings,  and  each  line 
furnished  with  a  wooden  tent-slip  of  Army  standard. 

All  lines  to  be  well  -^hipped  one  (1)  inch  fix>m  the  end  with  waxed  cotton  twine  and 
properly  knotted. 

Adopted  February  15,  1879. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermastar-Qeneralf  Bvt.  Major-General,  U.  8,  A. 


War  Department, 
quarterbfaster-general's  office, 

specifications  for  common  tents. 

DimeMians  when  finished. 

Height  when  pitched 6  feet  10  inches. 

Length  of  ridge  when  pitched 6  feet  10  inches. 

Width  when  pitched 8  feet   4  inches. 

Height  of  door  when  j>itched 5  feet    6  inches. 

Width  of  door  when  pitched,  at  bottom 1  foot. 

Width  of  door  when  pitched,  at  top 9  inches. 

From  top  of  ridge  to  lower  edge  of  roof,  when  pitched 8  feet  ^  inch. 

Material  and  workmanship. — ^To  be  made  of  standard  cotton  duck,  twenty-eight  and 
one-half  (28^)  inches  in  width,  clear  of  all  imperfections,  and  weighing  ten  (10^ 
ounces  to  the  linear  yard,  and  in  a  workmanlike  manner,  with  not  less  than  two  ana 
one-half  (2^)  stitches  of  equal  length  to  the  inch,  made  with  a  double  thread  of  five- 
fold cotton  twine  well  waxed.  The  seams  to  be  not  less  than  one  (1)  inch  in  widtiii 
and  no  slack  taken  in  them.  End  of  tent  to  be  cut  with  a  sweep  of  four  (4)  inches 
from  comer  to  ceuter. 

Grommets. — Grommets,  fifteen  (15)  in  tabling,  to  be  made  with  five-eighths  (f )  inch 
ealvanized  malleable  iron  rings,  and  well  worked  in  the  tabling  at  the  seams  with 
four-thread  fivefold  cotton  twine  well  waxed ;  and  one  grommet  in  door,  to  be  made 
in  same  manner,  with  one-half  (i)  inch  ring. 
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Door  and  ntay-pieces. — Tlie  door  and  stay-pieces  to  be  of  the  same  material  as  tent. 
The  stay-])iec(.^8  on  ridge  of  tont  to  be  nine  (9)  inches  wjuare;  those  on  the  end  of  tent 
uino  (DJ  inches  in  length  and  of  diamond  shape,  s(t  as  to  join  the  stay-pieces  on  the 
ridge  as  in  standard  tent. 

sSod-cloth. — The  sod-cloth  to  be  of  eight  (8)  ounce  cotton  duck,  nine  (9)  inches  in 
wi<illi  in  the  clear  from  the  tabling,  and  to  extend  around  the  tent. 

Tabling. — Tabling  on  foot  of  tent  to  be,  when  finished,  two  (2)  inches  in  depth. 

J)oar-lines. — ^T'he  door-lines,  two  (2)  in  number,  to  be  of  six-thread  manilla  line  (large), 
three  (3)  feet  long  in  the  clear,  and  be  well  whipped  one  (1)  inch  from  the  end  with 
waxed  cotton  twine. 

Foot-Htopfi. — The  foot -stops,  fifteen  (15)  in  number,  to  be  loops  four  and  one-half  (4^) 
inclieH  long  in  the  clear,  made  of  six-thread  ratline,  both  ends  passing  throueh  the 
groumiet  worked  in  the  tabling  at  seams,  and  held  by  a  ^^  Matthew  Walker^ knot. 
EihIh  to  be  well  whipped  with  cotton  twine  well  waxe<l. 

Jtoor-fantening, — Door-fastening,  as  shown  in  sample  tent,  to  consist  of  three  (3) 
donblt^  door-strings  of  three-eighths  (|)  inch  cotton  rope,  two  (2)  feet  Ions  on  each 
side,  passing  through  the  door-seam  and  secured  by  a  stop-knot  and  stay-stiton.  Brass 
gronimets  to  be  in  corresponding  positions  on  edge  of  door-piece  in  which  to  tie  the 
door-<'ords.     A  two  (2)  inch  tabling  to  be  worked  on  the  edge  of  door. 

Adoi>ted  February  15,  1879. 

M.  C.  BiEIGS, 
Quartermaster-Generalf  Bvt,  Majar-Gmeralf  U.  o.  A, 


War  Depabtmbnt, 
Quartermaster-General's  Offigk, 
Washington^  D,  C,  June  17,  1876. 

SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  POLES  FOR  COMMON  TENTB. 

Ridges  of  white  pine,  and  uprights'of  ash. 

Kidge  six  ((>)  feet  ten  (10)  inches  long,  two  and  a  half  (2^)  inches  wide,  one  and 
seven  eighths  (1|)  inch  thick  ;  bands  of  No.  24  sheet-iron  on  each  end,  two  (2)  inches 
wide,  secured  by  two  screws  one  (I)  inch  long ;  a  half  (i)  inch  hole  one  (1)  inch  from 
each  eml. 

Uprights  seven  (7)  feet  four  (4)  inches  long,  two  (2)  inches  thick;  bands  of  No.  24 
sheet-iron  on  upper  end,  one  and  three-quarters  (1|)  inch  wide,  secured  by  twosoiewB 
one  (1)  inch  long ;  spindles  of  three-eighths  (f )  of  an  inch  iron  to  project  out  one  and  a 
half  (1^)  inch,  and  inserted  in  uprights  two  (2)  inches.  Bands  and  spindles  to  be  gal- 
vanized. 

Adopted  May  31,  1876. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General ,  .Brt,  Major-General^  CT.  8.  A. 

Three  polos  constitute  a  set  for  a  common  tent  (one  ridge  and  two  uprights). 

M.  C.  1&IG8, 
QuwtennaMter-Generalj  Bvt,  Major-General^  U,  S.  A, 
Amended  February  8,  1879. 


War  Department. 
Quartermaster-General's  Officx. 

specifications  FOR  TENT  SLIPS. 

Material. — To  be  made  of  birch,  cherrj*,  or  other  close-grained  suitable  wood. 

DimaiHionn. — For  hospital  tents:  Length,  six  ((>)  inches;  width  at  ends,  aboat  one 
and  a  half  (1^)  inches;  thickness,  one  (1)  inch  The  ends  to  l>e  neatly  ronnded  off, 
and  the  sides  to  be  tiat,  except  at  center,  where  the  slip  shall  be  turned  to  aeven- 
eighths  ( j)  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  holes,  one  in  each  end,  to  be  one-half  (^)  inoh 
in  diameter  and  cleanly  bored. 

For  wall  tents:  Length,  five  (5)  inches;  size  of  holes,  three-eighths (|)  of  an  inch 
in  diameter.    In  all  other  respects  to  be  the  same  as  above. 

For  iSibley  tent  with  wall :  To  be  the  same  as  for  wall  tents. 

Adopted  February  17,  1879. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quarttrmaster-Gencrdlj  Bvt,  Major-General^  U,  £L  A, 
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War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office. 

specifications  for  trumpets. 

For  all  foot  troops — ^To  be  the  same  as  standard  sample  brass  trampet  **  F/'  two 
(2)  coil,  aud  with  two  (2)  mouth-pieces.  When  complete,  with  mouth-piece  in,  to 
weigh  about  twelve  and  a  half  (12^)  ounces,  and  to  measure  about  sixteen  (16)  inches 
in  length,  and  about  four  and  a  half  (4^)  inches  in  width  at  center.  Diameter  of  bell 
to  be  about  four  and  a  half  (4|)  inches. 

For  all  mounted  troops — ^To  be  the  **  F"  trumpet,  as  described  above,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  detachable  "C"  crook.  The  crook  to  weigh  about  three  and  a  half  (3^) 
ounces,  and  to  occupy  a  space,  as  bent,  of  about  ten  (10)  by  three  and  a  half  (3^)  inches. 
Length  complete,  about  nineteen  (19)  inches. 

Adopted  February  15, 1879. 

*  M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-General,  Bvt,  Major-General,  U,  8,  A, 


E. — Statement  showing  quantity  of  clothing  issued  to  the  Nationul  Home  for  Disabled  Volun- 
teers, under  the  act  of  January  23,  1873,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

Requisition  of  January  21, 1878, 1,821  suits  of  clothing,  at  |22.03  per  suit.    $40, 116  63 
Requisition  of  January  13,  1879,  1,684  suits  of  clothing,  at  $22.03  per  suit.      37,098  52 

Total 77,215  15 

Issued  on  account : 

35  pairs  sewed  boots,  at  $1.30^^ $45  62 

9  pairs  pegged  boots,  at  $1.24^ 11  20 

1  pair  shoes,  at  82J  cents 82^ 

491  pairs  trousers,  at  $1.92^ 943  95 

22,143  great-coats,  at  $2.40 53,143  20 

8  uniform  jackets,  at  46^  cents 3  72 

111  uniform  coats,  at  89  cents 98  79 

93  campaign  hats,  at  8f  cents 8  14 

971  sack  coats  aud  blouses  (lined),  at  80^  cents 778  74 

1,474  blouses  (imlined),  at  49f  cents 732  09 

55, 766  27 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Home 21,448  88 

Respectfully  submitte  . 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  U,  8.  A, 
Quartermajster-General's  Office, 

JVashington,  D.  C,  September  18,  1879. 


F. — Statement  shewing  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  issued  by  the  Quar- 
ttrniaster^s  Department  to  Certain  Indians,  also  the  money  value  of  the  articles  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 


Date. 


1878. 
Oct    25 


28 


1879. 
Feb.     3 

Mar.    6 


Apr.  M 


To  whom  issued. 


Apache  Indian  prisoners,  Fort  Wingate, 
N.  Mox. 

Chiefs  Nez  Perc^  Indians  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kans. 


Bannock  Indians  at  Fort  Keogh,  Mont 
Indian  prisoners  at  Fort  Boisd,  Idaho . . 


"White  Swan,"  Nez  Perote  Indian,  at 
Fort  Benton,  Mont. 


19  W 


Articles. 


234bedsaok8 ... 
88  camp-kettles 


102  mess-pans 

45  axes 

20  axe-helves . 


15  wool  blankets 


5  wool  blankets 

5  shirts  

5  pairs  drawers. 


1  forage  cap 


1  pair  trousers  .. 
2shirts 

2  pairs  stockings . 

1  pair  shoes 

1  wool  blaidcet  ••. 


$1  51 

44 

20 
73 
16 

425 

4  25 

128 

61 

61 

1  25 

57 

24 

1  63 

385 


$353  84 


Amount. 


88  73 

20  40 

82  85 

8  20 


63  75 


21  25 
6  40 
3  05 


61 

1  25 

1  14 

48 

1  63 

8  85 


1853  84 


95  18 
63  75 

80  70 


846 
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F. — Statement  showing  articles  of  clothing ^  «f*c. — Continued. 


Date. 

To  whom  iBsacd. 

Articles.             i  Price. 

Amount. 

1875). 

Ponca  Indian  prisoners  at  Fort  Omaha, 
Nebr. 

Total              

9  creat-coats  .- 

! 

$6  33  .  *i7  vr  1 

9  sack  c^mts,  lined  — 
9  pairs  trousers,  foot . . 

9  flannel  shirts 

9  pairs  stockings 

9  pairs  shoes  .......  -r .  - 

213 
1  25 
1  23 
24 
1  63 

10  17 

11  25 
11  07 

2  16 
14  67 

$106  29 

657  73 

Accounts  for  the  foregoing  articles  have  been  presented  to  the  Interior  Department  for  payment. 

Ro8poctfull\'  submitted. 

*^  J.  D.  Bn^GHAM, 

Deputy  QuarUrmatter-Gen^rdly  U.  S.  A. 

QrAUTEKHABTRB-GSSKRAL'S  OFFICR, 

Washington,  D.  O.,  September  18,  1879. 


{\.—Statemi'nt  showing  articles  of  clothing^  camp  and  garrison  equipage  turned  orer  to  tht 
Militarij  Prison^  Fort  Learenworthy  Kans,^  for  issue  to  prisoners^  during  the  fiscal  yeor 
ending  June  30,  1879. 

Unifonu  hats,  old  pattern 834 

Giviit-coats 211 

Uniform  jackets,  cavalry,  privates,  oldmtteni l,^r< 

Unifonn  ^jacket,  cavalry,  musicians,  old  pattern 1 

Sack  coats,  lined .-.. 216 

Sack  coata^  nnlincd 107 

BlouHes,  lined ^ 155 

Blouses,  unlined 43 

Trousers,  mounted,  made,  pre 143 

Trousers,  mounted,  unmade,  X)rs 15 

Trousers,  foot,  made,  pr« 1, 121 

Tnuisors,  foot,  unmade,  prs 419 

Drawers,  prs I,d00 

StockiufTs,  woolen,  prs 2,800 

Boots,  prs 150 

Blankets,  woolen 1? 

Builalo  overshoes,  prs 18 

Shoes,  sewed,  prs 63 

Shoes,  pegged,  prs 691 

BedsacKS,  single 100 

Camp-kettles 6 

Axes 50 

Ax-helves 144 

Shovels 50 

Regimental  letter-books .. ..  3 

Regimental  descriptive  books >....  ^ 

Regimental  index  books G 

Regimental  order-books 9 

P(xst  morning-report  books 2 

Post-guard  report-books 4 

Corn-l)room8 300 

Scrub  Mng-brushes 75 

Scrubbing-brushes  (rubber) 2 

Scnibbing-brush  handles 5 

Yards  sky-blue  kersey 95f 

Estimated  value  of  above  articles |7,059  72 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quartermasier'Generai,  U.  8,  A. 

War  Departbcent,  Quabtermaster-Gkxeral's  Office, 

Washington^  D,  C,  September  18, 1879. 
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ll.^Staiement  showing  number  of  tents  issued  iy  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  the 
relief  of  ycllow-fecer  sufferers  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  also  money 
value  of  same. 


Date  of  order. 


City  to  which  sent. 


1878. 
Auj^ast  15  and  24.    Memphis,  Tenn 
AugUAt  20  ..        .|  VicksbnrKh,  Mias.. 

AupnJst  21 1  Grt^nada,  Miss 

September  7 '  Natcliez,  Miss 

Sept^'mbcr  21 1  Donaldsonville,  La  . 

October  3 ,  Chattanooga,  Tenn . 


Total 


Tents. 


s 


i 


o 


1,300 

200 

200 

25 


70 


1,705 


Yalae. 


I 


$8  03 
8  03 
8  03 
8  03 

55  08 
8  03 


3 

o 
H 


$11, 600  00 

1,786  00 

1,786  00 

223  25 

55  08 

625  10 


16,084  43 


R**8pectfully  submitted. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Dey^ity  Quartermaster-Generalj  U.  S.  A. 
Qu^vrtermaster-Gkneral^s  Office, 

Washington^  D,  C,  September  18,  187i/. 


I. — Copy  of  correspondence  regarding  the  manufacture  of  clothing  by  the  Nary  Department 
according  to  the  system  prevailing  at  the  Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 


ment. 


Schuylkill  Arsenal, 

Fhiladelphiay  June  24,  1879. 
My  Dear  General  :  Paymaster-General  Cutter,  of  the  Navy,  has  sent  me  a  very 
kind  letter.     I  have  had  a  copy  made  of  it,  and  be^  leave  to  inclose  it.     It  seems  that 
the  Navy  is  satisfied  that  our  work  is  "  good,"  and  are  willing  to  follow  in  our  wake. 


Most  respectfully,  yours, 

General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General f  Bvty,  Major-Gener4ilf  U.  S,  A. 


J.  F.  RODGERS. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing, 

Washingtony  D,  C,  June  23,  1879. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Now  that  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  of  the  Navy  De- 

fartineiit  is  successfully  under  way  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing  for  use  in  the  Navy, 
must  express  mj'  grateful  thanks  for  the  kind  consideration  shown  me  and  my  assist- 
ants by  yourself  at  the  Schuylkill  Arsenal,  at  Philadelphia.  The  information  relative 
to  all  points  in  the  purchase  of  material  and  the  inspection  of  the  same,  the  cutting  out 
of  garments  and  preparing  them  for  the  seamstresses,  &c.,  as  practiced  at  the  Schuyl- 
kill Arsenal  under  your  inmiediate  direction  and  supervision,  governed  me  entirely  in 
making  my  own  arrangements,  and  I  have  followed  your  manner  in  every  particular, 
perfectly  satisfied  that  I  could  not  improve  on  your  plans  and  method. 

In  my  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  I  expressed  my  indebtedness  to  you  for 
the  information  so  freely  given,  and  I  hope  should  any  improvement  in  the  machinery 
or  in  the  manner  of  cutting,  or  in  having  the  garments  made  up,  suggest  itself  to  you, 
that  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  communicate  the  same  to  me,  giving  me  the  benefit 
of  your  practical  experience. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  youiB, 

GEO.  F.  CUTTER, 
Paymaster-Generalf  U,  S,  N.^  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing, 
Capt.  John  F.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Quartermaster ^  XT,  8,  A,f  Schuylkill  Arsenal,  Philadelphia^  Pa* 

Official  copy. 

J.  D.  Bingham, 

Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  U,8,  A, 
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K. — Copy  of  correspondence  regardinff  the  manufacture  of  mattrials  for  clothing  of  \  imsicad 

of  i  of  ^  yard  wide. 

War  Departmkxt, 
Quartekmastkr-General's  Office, 

JVaifhinglony  October  2<>,  1878. 

Captain:  Mr.  S.J.  Sohna,  the  contractor  for  sliirtin^-llaiinel  ftt  Philadelphia  ami 
JellVrsonvillo,  says  *'tliat  there  an;  only  ono  to  a  thousand  S-looms  as  compared  witb 
f -looms  in  the  United  States,  and  that  to  con  tine  the  competition  for  bluo-HaiiiielR,  anil 
also  for  kerseys,  to  $,  is  to  very  much  limit  the  competition  ;  that,  except  in  cutting 
larji^e  capes  for  overcoats,  manufacturers  think  there  is  no  a<lvantage  in  ^  giKKls  over  J. 
This  is  important.  Formerly  we  made  broad  cloths  and  used  hroad  kei*8ey;  but  the 
foreign  manufacturers  have,  by  competition,  ruined  the  broad-cloth  niaiinfactnrers  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  broad  looms  have  been  jjot  rid  of." 

You  are  requested  to  inquire  into  this  subject  witn  care,  and  forward  a  full  Fejiort  to 
this  othce. 

Mr.  Sohns  further  says  that  in  the  last  bidding  he  offered  j,  but  his  offer  was  rejected 
for  want  of  width,  and  that  his  bid,  if  accei>ted,  would  have  saved  about  1^,000  to 
the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartvrmastvr-Gencralf  Brevet  MaJor'General,  U.  8.  A. 

Capt.  John  F.  Rodgers, 

MiUtary  Storekccpcrf  U.  S.  J.,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 


PinLADELPHIA  DePOT  OF  THE  QUARTERMASTER'S  DePARTMRKT, 

Philadvlphiay  December  9,  1878. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2l»tli 
Oct(»ber,  directing  me  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  allowing  the  product  of  j-looiDS 
to  cuter  into  competition  with  that  of  J-looms  in  the  su^jplying  of  Army  woolen  fabrics. 

From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  upon  the  subject,  it  ap|>eurB  that 
the  use  of  broad  looms  has  largely  increased  in  this  country  of  late  years,  aud  that  of 
the  narrow  or  ^  looms  has  correspondingly  diminished. 

I  have  written  for  exact  statistical  information  on  this  point  to  such  sources  as  would 
be  likely  to  have  it,  but  their  n»])lies  have  been  so  long  delayed  that  I  have  decided  to 
report  without  them.  Should  they  give  such  additional  light  upon  the  subject  as  it 
would  be  useful  to  have,  I  shall  make  a  supplementary'  renort. 

There  can  be  no  disadvantage  in  using  ^  dark-blue  (olonse)  flannel;  it  can  be  as 
readily  and  economically  cut  as  the  5  article,  but  I  would  not  recommend  that  any 
but  ^'  kerseys  and  cloths  bo  purchase<l.  There  are  a  sufticient  uumlM^r  of  brood-loom 
mills  in  the  country  to  afford  all  the  competition  that  could  be  desired. 

The  shirting-llannels  are  now  made  |  wide. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  RODGERS, 
Captain  and  Military  Storekeeper^  17.  &  A, 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Mrigs, 

Qitartermaster-Generalf  U,8,A,y  WaahingtoUyD^C. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster- General's  Officb, 

WaMngton^  D.  C.^  December  16,  1878. 

Captain:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  relative  to  f  and  J  looms  has  been  received. 

The  Quartermaster-General  directs  me  to  request  you  to  state  the  reasons  why  { 

cloth  and  kersey  are  better  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  than 

the  I ;  also  to  give  particulars  showing  that  the  number  of  }  looms  has  increased  and 

of  the  f  diminished  in  this  country  of  late  years. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-GeHerdlf  U.  S.  A. 

Capt.  John  F.  Rodgers, 

Military  Storekeeper  V,  S,  A,,  PhilUdelphiaf  Pa, 
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Philadelphia  Depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 

Philadelphiay  February  3,  1879. 

General:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  December  16,  1878,  directing  me 
to  give  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  broad  loom  (f )  is  better  snited  to  the  wants  of 
tlie  Quartoi-master's  Department  than  the  narrow  f  loom,  and  to  give  particulars  show- 
ing that  the  number  of  }  looms  has  increased  and  that  of  the  f  has  diminished  in  this 
country,  I  have  the  honor  to  report^as  follows : 

One  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  looms  in  this  country  says:  "There  is  now  a 
greater  proportion  of  broad  to  narrow  looms  used  in  making  heavy  woolens  in  the 
Uni  tod  States  than  at  any  period  of  its  history.  Very  few  narrow  looms  are  now  made 
for  heavy  woolens ;  nine-t«nths  of  the  looms  ordered  are  broad."  Another  large  man- 
ufacturer of  looms  says  that  his  "orders  for  broad  looms  are  greatly  in  excess  of  those 
for  narrow";  and  that  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  the  broad  loom  has  been 
gradually,  but  with  acceleration,  taking  the  place  of  the  narrow.  During  the  same 
period  (tifteen  or  twenty  years)  the  competition  between  the  manufacturers  of  heavy 
woolen  fabrics  in  this  country  and  abroad  has  been  very  great,  and  the  United  States 
has  been  able  to  hold  its  own  only  by  the  use  of  the  broad  loom.  The  demand  for 
this  loom  hiis  cousequently  been  very  great.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  in  nearly  all 
of  the  large  woolen  mills  in  oneration  throughout  this  country,  particularly  those  of 
modem  construction,  having  labor-saving  and  automatic  appliances,  and  where  the 
product  is  heavy  and  therefore  of  a  costly  character,  the  broad  loom  is  in  use.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  "Middlesex  Company"  of  Lowell,  Ma«s.  This  mill  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  in  the  United  States.  It  makes*  beavers,  coatings,  flannels,  police 
and  yacht  cloths,  and  other  heavy  fabrics  of  a  character  similar  to  those  used  in  the 
Army. 

It  uses  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  broad  looms,  and  but  one  narrow;  the  latter  is 
probably  a  pattern  loom.  The  "Washington  Mill,"  also  of  Lowell,  is  similar  to  the 
"Middlesex."  It  has  383  broad  looms.  "The  New  Albany (Ind.)  Woolen  Mills,"  now 
under  contract  with  the  department  for  dark-blue  flannel,  uses  140  looms,  the  greater 
number  of  which  are  broad.  This  mill  makes  several  grades  of  goods.  The  higher 
grades  (our  flannel  is  one  of  them)  are  made  upon  the  broad  looms;  the  lower  and 
cheaper  fabrics  are  woven  upon  the  narrow.  If  the  narrow  be  equally  good  with  the 
broad,  why  should  this  mill  use  the  latter  for  its  higher-priced  products  i  The  super- 
intendent of  this  mill,  an  excellent  manager,  is  unqualified  in  nis  belief  in  the  supe- 
riority of  the  broad  over  the  narrow  loom  for  heavy  and  costly  woolens.  "The  Con- 
shohocken  (Pa.)  Woolen  Mills"  (Greorge  &  James  A.  Bullock,  proprietors)  made  dur- 
ing the  late  war  large  quantities  of  cloth,  kersey,  and  flannel  for  the  Army,  often  being 
the  lowest  bidders  at  a  time  when  f  goods  were  accepted.  This  mill  uses  63  broad 
looms. 

For  all  or  nearly  all  cotton  fabrics,  for  mixed  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  for  cheap 
woolen  goods,  and  for  fine  and  light  weight  woolen  flannels,  cassimeres,  and  checks, 
the  narrow  (f)  loom  is,  perhaps,  the  best.  (The  "Tremont  Cotton  Mill"  of  Lowell 
uses  2,300  narrow  and  no  broad  looms.)  For  shirting  flannel,  present  standard,  which 
has  a  cotton  wari>,  and  25  per  cent,  of  cotton  in  the  filling,  the  narrow  loom  is  as  good, 
if  not  better,  than  the  broad,  and  I  would  not  advise  any  change.  Paradoxically  a 
stronger  and  heavier  cloth  can  be  made  upon  a  narrow  loom  than  upon  a  broad  one, 
as  the  filling  can  be  driven  up  closer  upon  the  former,  there  being  less  vibration,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  distance  travele<l  by  the  shuttle  is  but  half  as  great.  While  this 
may  be  said  for  the  naiTow  loom,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  as  denying  to  the  broad 
the  capacity  to  make  its  product  sufficiently  strong  for  all  purposes  of  aurability  and 
wear.  A  manufacturer  tells  me  that  it  is  possible  to  use  a  greater  proportion  of  shoddy 
upon  the  narrow  than  on  the  broail  loom,  for  the  thread  used  in  filling  being  only  half 
the  len<^th  of  that  upon  the  broad  loom  the  tensile  strength  can  be  proportionally 
lessened.     I  do  not  altogether  accept  this  theory. 

Throughout  the  country,  particularly  in  the  non-progressive  manufacturing  districts, 
the  small,  old-fashioned  woolen  mills  use  the  narrow  looms.  For  small  contracts,  or 
when  time  is  of  but  little  consequence,  these  mills  can  possibly  compete  with  the 
newer  broad-loom  concerns.  In  1857  the  broad  loom  was  gh^atly  improved,  and  a 
higher  degree  of  velocity  obtained  for  the  shuttle,  which  now  makes  from  75  to  80 
picks  per  minute.  Prior  to  that  time  only  45  to  50  picks  per  minute  were  possible. 
The  narrow  loom  gives  from  90  to  95,  and,  in  some  instances,  100  to  120  picks  per  min- 
ute. There  is,  therefore,  aboiit  30  per  cent,  more  cloth  woven  in  a  minute  on  a  broad 
than  on  a  narrow  loom.  The  cost  of  the  broad  loom  is  as  four  to  three;  that  is,  the 
former  cost  $400,  and  the  latter  $:K)0.  The  cost  of  labor  proportionately  is  2J  cents 
per  yard  for  iiarrow  and  4  cents  for  broad.  The  superficial  space  required  is  relatively 
the  same.  The  product  of  the  broad  loom  is,  as  a  general  thing,  evener  than  that  of  the 
narrow.  This  largely  explains  why  the  manufacturers  of  such  fabrics  as  cloths,  kerseys, 
and  outside- wear  l^annels  prefer  the  broad  looms,  and  why  the  use  of  the  narrow  is 
usually  confined  to  the  cheaper  and  lighter  articles  of  woolen  goods,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  which  is  made  in  the  small  old-fashioned  mills.    To  advertise  for  |  cloths  or 
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outside  flannels  would  only  be  an  invitation  to  narrow-loom  weavers  to  divert  their 
machinory  from  its  legitimate  calling  to  attempt  that  which  is  better  aiid  more 
cheaply  done  by  the  broad  loom. 

Formerly,  when  garments  were  cut  in  single  suits,  the  f  cloths  were  more  popular 
with  retailers  and  tailors  than  the  broadcloths  of  these  days.  In  this  epoch  of  ma- 
chinery, as  applied  to  the  manufacture  of  clothing,  large  operators  prefer  and  demand 
the  f  cloth  as  more  economical  and  desirable.  There  is  relatively  less  waste  (but 
two  instead  of  four  selvages),  and  a  greater  likelihood  of  uniformity  of  oolor.  I 
have  never  seen  a  cutter  who  did  not  unhesitatingly  pronbunce  in  &vor  of  the  $ 
material  as  more  economical,  and  more  likely  to  be  uniform  in  color. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  is  a  large  manufacturer,  and,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
gainer  in  calling  for  the  product  of  the  broad  loom,  particularly  when  heavy  material 
18  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  RODGERS, 
Captaiwand  Militate  Siorekeq^eTy  U.  8.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General,  27.  S,  Jf.,  Washingtonf  D,  C, 

Official  copy : 

J.  D.  Bingham, 

Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  U.  S,  A, 


L. — Extract  frcm  the  annual  report  of  Capt  John  F.  Rodgers,  Military  Storekeeper ^  U.  8. 
A.,  at  the  Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department^  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1879. 

Philadelphia  Depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  DefmlRTMent, 

Philadelphia^  June  30,  1879. 

Genkral  :  •  •  •  During  the  post  year  I  have  continued  the  system  of  inspec- 
tions of  materials  and  articles  of  clothing  in  process  of  manufacture  at  the  various  es- 
tablinhtnent^  where  contractors  were  at  work,  and  the  result  has  been  useful  and  sat- 
i8fat^tor>'  to  all  parties  concerned.  It  is  the  only  reliable  mode  of  obtaining  a  thorough 
knowh'dge  of  raw  materials  and  the  character  of  machinery  and  labor  employed.  In 
this  way  contractors  arc  kt'])t  vigilant  and  careful  in  the  discharge  of  their  obligations, 
and  tlieir  cliaracter  and  that  of  their  factories  thonmghly  ascertained.  It  ia  imi>or- 
tant,  in  my  ojnnion,  that  these  visits  should  be  of  frequent  occurrence  while  contracts 
are  in  force.  Business  during  the  past  year  has  been  so  dull  and  unreliable,  commer- 
cially, that  mannfactiirers  and  dealers  have  sought  eagerly  for  contracts  under  the 
government  and  at  verj'  low  prices.  There  has  never  been  a  time  since  I  have  Iwen 
m  the  Army  when  such  unremitting  care  and  watchfulness  has  been  necessary.  Con- 
tractors, in  many  instances,  bave  hlled  their  contracts  at  a  loss,  and  the  temptation 
to  otTer  inferior  articles  has  often  a])pcared.  I  believe,  however,  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  they  have  been  filled  faithfully. 

I  hav(?  heard  but  few  cdhiplaints  of  the  clothing  and  e<iuipage  issued  during  the 
past  year.  On  the  contrary,  this  office  is  in  possession  of  many  ccmiplimentary  notices 
of  the  steady  improvement  in  the  (juality  and  workmanship  of  the  clothing  now  is- 
sued. The  system  of  inspection  in  use  at  this  depot  has  been  adopted  by  the  Na\'y 
Department  an<l  by  the  Marine  Corjis,  and  the  honorable  Secretarv  of  the  Navy  has 
lately  authorized  and  established  a  manufacturing  <lepartuient  for  that  arm  of  the 
service  of  a  similar  character  to  that  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  U.  S.  A.  The 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  clothing  its  National  Guard,  requested  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  allc»w  th<^  material  to  be  inspected  at  this  depot,  and  it  was  done  imder 
my  su|>ervision.  The  Adjutant-General  of  the  State,  in  his  aimual  report.,  alludes  in 
flattering  terms  to  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  this  service  was  performed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  RODGERS, 
Captain  and  Military  Storekeeper^  U.  S.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General,  TJ.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C 

Official  extract : 
J.  D.  Bingham, 

Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  A, 
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M. — Statement  of  returns  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage^  received  and  examinedy 
and  of  letters  received  and  written,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 

Number  of  returns  on  hand  June  30,  1878 1,139 

Number  of  returns  received  daring  the  fiscal  year 3,908 

Total 5,047 

Number  of  returns  examined  during  the  fiscal  year 3, 928 

Number  of  returns  on  hand  for  examination  June  30,  1879 1,119 

Number  of  letters  received  pertaining  to  settlement  of  accounts,  and  to  inspec- 
tion reports  and  boards  of  survey 3, 753 

Number  of  letters  received  pertaining  to  purchase,  manufacture,  and  issue  of 
clothing  and  equipage 1,996 

Total 5,749 

Number  of  letters  written  pertaining  to  settlement  of  accounts,  and  to  inspec- 
tion reports  and  boards  of  survey i 7,616 

Number  of  letters  written  pertaining  to  purchase,  manufacture,  and  issue  of 
clothing  and  equipage 2,734 

Total 10,350 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quarternuuter-General,  U,  S,  A, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Septeniber  18,  1879. 


N. — Statement  of  the  clerical  force  employed  in  the  clothing  and  equipage  branch  of  the 
Quartermaster-GeneraVs  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 
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In  addition  to  this  force,  one  copyist  was  employed  during  the  whole  year  in  copy- 
ing old  records. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  U,  S.  A. 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  18,  1879. 


No.  5. — Annual  report  of  Lieut  CoL  Henry  (7.  Hodges,  Deputy  Quarter- 
master-General^  United  States  Army,  of  the  operations  of  this  office  per- 
taining to  transportation,  indebted  railroads,  regular  and  miscellaneous 
supplies,  and  miscellaneous  claims,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1879. 

War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  2>.  C,  September  — ,  1879. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  office  pertaining  to  transportation,  and  indebted  rail- 
roads, regular  and  miscellaneous  supplies,  and  miscellaneous  claims, 
luring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 : 
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TRANSPORTATION. 

Fifty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  persons,  4,^1 
beasts,  and  120,440  tons  of  material  were  transported  by  rail,  water, 
wagon,  and  stage,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Quarter- 
mastei^s  Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

,  The  total  cost,  as  reported  by  officers  for  this  service,  aggregates 
$2,215,968.05 ;  $499,206.90  being  for  the  transportation  of  persons,  and 
$1,716,761.15  for  tran8i)ortation  of  beasts  and  materiaL 

The  following  were  the  larger  movements  of  troops  during  the  year, 
with  the  average  length  of  the  march  or  movement  in  each  case : 

First  Cavalry,  Company  D,  from  Department  of  California  to  Depart- 
ment of  the  Columbia,  1,005  miles. 

Fourth  Artillery,  Companies  A  and  D,  from  Department  of  the  Colum- 
bia to  Department  of  California,  788  miles. 

Eighth  Infantry,  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  G,  I,  and  K,  from  Depart- 
ment of  Arizona  to  Department  of  California,  1,234  miles. 

Tenth  Infantry,  headquarters  and  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  P,  G,  H, 
I,  and  K,  from  Department  of  Texas  to  Department  of  the  East,  1,935 
miles. 

Twelfth  Infantry,  Companies  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  from 
Department  of  California  to  Department  of  Arizona,  1,268  miles. 

Eighteenth  Infantry,  headquarters  and  Companies  A,  B,  0,  D,  E,  F,  G, 
H,  I,  and  K,  from  Department  of  the  South  to  Department  of  Dakota, 
2,424  miles- 

Twenty-second  Infantry,  headquarters  and  Companies  A,  B,  0,  D,  B, 
F,  G,  n^  I,  and  K,  from  Department  of  the  East  to  Department  of  the 
Missouri  and  Texas.    (Statement  marked  B.) 

With  reference  to  the  movements  of  the  Tenth,  Eighteenth,  and 
Twenty-second  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
economy  in  the  cost  of  those  movements,  effected  by  the  judicious  ex- 
citement of  competition  among  transportation  companies  by  quarter- 
masters. 

The  Tenth  Infantry,  consisting  of  359  i)ersons,  with  their  baggage, 
accoutrements,  and  stores,  was  transported  from  the  military  posts  it 
garrisoned  in  the  interior  of  Texas,  and  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  dis- 
tributed among  the  various  ])osts  on  the  lakes,  an  average  distance  of 
1,935  miles,  at  a  cost  of  $7,893.75 ;  or  about  $22  per  man. 

The  Eighteenth  Infantry,  consisting  of  307  persons,  with  baggage,  &c., 
was  transported  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  Bismarck,  Dak.,  1,617  miles,  all 
rail,  for  $15,()45.23  ;  or  about  $42.50  i)er  man.  From  Bismarck,  the  regi- 
ment was  transi)orted  to  Fort  Assinaboiue,  Dak.,  807  miles,  bv  water 
and  wagon,  for  $10,002.43,  in  all,  2,424  miles,  lor  $25,707.60;  or  $70  per 
man. 

The  Twenty-second  Infantry,  438  i)ersons,  with  baggage,  &c.,  was 
transported  from  the  military  posts  on  the  lakes,  to  the  various  military 
posts  in  the  Department  of  Texas,  to  which  the  regiment  was  assigned, 
an  average  distance,  by  rail  and  wagon,  of  1,629  miles,  for  $11,357.14; 
or  about  $20  per  man. 

The  routes  involving  the  least  land-grant  railroad  travel  bid  the  low- 
est through  cash  rates ;  which  were  much  less  than  would  have  been 
I)iii(l  at  tariff*  rates,  after  deduction  of  the  proportions  earned  by  the 
longest  land  grant  railroads,  if  those  routes  had  been  taken,  and  which 
were  cons  derably  less  than  half-tariff'  rates  without  land-grant  deduc- 
tion, by  any  route  which  could  have  been  selected. 
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During  th(B  year  the  Quartermaster's  Department  moved  by  rail  29,710 
persons,  3,758  beasts,  and  57,866  tons  of  material,  and  for  this  service  an 
expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for  Army  transportation  is  reported  by 
disbursing  quartermasters  of  $271,379.34,  for  transportation  of  persons, 
and  of  $330,157.19  for  the  transportation  of  live  stock  and  freight.  Total 
$001,436.53. 

Settlements  for  military  transportation  over  the  bonded  Pacific  rail- 
roads, are  not  now  made  out  of  the  appropriations  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  and  since  1874  no  payments  have  been  made  out  of  such 
appropriations  for  transportation  over  land-grant  railroads.  The  value 
of  this  service  over  the  Pacific  roads  during  the  past  year  was  about 
$700,000,  and  over  the  land-grant  roads,  the  estimated  value  at  ftiU  tar- 
iff rates  of  the  respective  roads  was  $225,000  5  at  06^  per  cent,  of  these 
rates  which  was  paid  to  land-grant  railroads  prior  to  the  law  of  1874, 
forbidding  payment,  the  amount  would  be  $150,000;  thus,  the  total  esti- 
mated worth  of  the  transportation  furnished  by  railroad  companies  on 
account  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1879,  was  $1,45^,436.53. 

The  requests  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  upon  railroads  for 
through  transportation  at  through  rates  are  generally  complied  with, 
but  a  number  of  land-grant  railroads  and  their  immediate  connections 
have  refused,  because  the  laws  prohibiting  payments  for  military  trans- 
portation over  land-grant  railroads  are  still  on  the  statute  book  unrc'Si 
pealed,  notwithstanding  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  settling  the 
principle  that  they  are  entitled  to  some  compensation  for  such  service.  . . 

Thus,  a  traveler  paying  cash  can  purchase  a  through  ticket  at  reduced 
rates,  which  will  transport  him  over  many  roads  and  to  almost  any  point 
on  the  continent,  while  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  in  some  cases 
constrained  by  existing  law  to  issue  separate  requests  to  each  line  form- 
ing a  through  connection,  and  to  settle  on  those  requests  at  the  high 
local  rates  of  each  separate  road,  instead  of  the  reduced  through  rates 
offered  by  railroads,  in  combination,  to  the  public. 

To  exemplify  the  motives  actuating  these  recusant  railroads :  A  land- 
grant  railroad  which  is  refused  payment  for  military  transportation  over 
its  own  line  of  road,  is  naturally  unwilling  to  accept  a  request  covering 
transportation  over  other  roads,  for,  by  so  doing,  it  must  pay  from  its 
own  coffers  for  the  transportation  over  the  other  roads,  receiving  in 
return  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department  the  exact  amount  so  paid, 
thus  consuming  time  and  labor  and  using  its  money  apparently  without 
recompense  or  consideration. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  railroad  connecting  with  a  land-grant  railroad 
is  unwilling  to  accept  a  request  covering  transportation  over  its  land- 
grant  connection,  because  it  thereby  assumes  the  liability  for  the  cost 
of  that  transportation,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  cannol  pay  for  it. 

The  Quartermaster-General  on  November  23, 1878,  addressed  the  pres- 
idents of  ^11  the  prominent  railroads  of  the  country  with  the  view  of 
having  all  ticket  agents  instructed  to  receive  transportation  requests 
of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  for  through  transportation  involv- 
ing the  use  of  several  roads,  and  furnish  tickets  thereon  in  all  ceases 
where  such  tickets  are  on  sale  between  the  i)oints  stated  on  the  requests, 
settlements  to  be  made  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  on  the  re- 
quests at  the  through  rates  for  the  through  transportation,  excepting 
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where  a  land-gi'aiit  railroad  should  form  a  portion  of  the  through  line, 
in  which  Ciise,  certificates  of  the  money  value  of  such  serWce  and  of  its 
nonpayment  are  issued  by  the  department  in  lieu  of  cash  payments, 
which  certificates,  it  was  suggested,  could  in  settlements  between  rail- 
roads be  used  for  the  land  grant  transportation,  in  lieu  of  the  cash  di- 
visions of  the  through  rates. 

The  railroad  companies  were  informed  that  such  instructions  if  issued 
by  all  the  roads  would  tend  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  system  of  pro- 
viding military  transportation  throughout  the  country,  would  save  the 
United  States  the  additional  cost  involved  in  the  issue  of  separate  re- 
quests for  local  transi)ortation  to  each  line  forming  a  through  connec- 
tion, and  would  prevent  unnecessary  clerical  labor,  and  annoying 
changes  of  cars  by  oflicers  and  others  traveling  on  public  business. 

The  responses  from  the  railroad  companies  all  evinced  a  desire  to  ac- 
cede to  the  requests  of  the  Quartermaster-General.  Eighty-seven  rail- 
roads including  the  most  prominent,  replied  by  stating  unconditionally 
that  the  instructions  requested  would  be  issued  to  their  ticket  agents. 
Ten  railroad  comi>anies  reported  the  refusal  of  their  land-grant  connec- 
tions to  accept  certificates  of  service  from  the  Quartermaster's  Departi- 
ment  in  lieu  of  cash  payments,  and  consequently  their  inability  to  issue 
through  tickets  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  unless  by  actually 
paying  money  to  such  connections.  Five  land-grant  railroads  replied 
with  a  refusal ;  fourteen  land-grant  railroads  made  no  reply  at  all. 

The  result  of  the  correspondence  was,  on  the  whole,  gratifying  and 
.  4i)dvantageous  to  the  department,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  department 
cannot  get  the  full  benefits  of  through  rates  until  the  present  laws 
proWbiting  payments  to  land-grant  railroads  for  military  transiK)rtation 
are  modified  or  repealed  altogether,  and  a  definite  per  centum  of  what 
is  due  those  roads  specified  and  allowed,  as  was  the  case  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  laws  prohibiting  payment  altogether. 

The  Supreme  Court  having  decided  that  the  roads  are  entitled  to  some 
compensation,  it  only  remains  to  fix  by  law  or  agreement  the  per  centum  to 
be  paid  the  companies,  and  to  be  withheld,  and  it  seems,  under  the  de- 
cision referred  to,  no  more  than  right  to  the  government  and  the  roads 
that  this  be  done  at  an  early  date. 

As  a  general  thing  it  may  be  stated  that  the  high  local  rates  with  de- 
ductions for  land-grant  paid  for  such  through  transportation,  are  found 
in  many  cases  to  equal  and  even  exceed  the  through  rates,  with  no  de- 
duction for  land-grant. 

The  system  of  transportation  in  use  in  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment is  found  well  adapted  to  the  proper  settlement  of  railroad  accounts 
for  the  transportation  of  public  property,  provision  being  made  for  the 
enforcement  of  all  laws  relating  to  government  transportation  over 
bonded  and  land-grant  railroads,  and  also  over  other  roads  at  the  best 
rates  and  in  the  l^t  manner  possible. 

This  system  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  oflftcers  of  the  several 
bureaus  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  Navy  Department,  the  Inter- 
ior Department,  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  they  have  asked 
and  obtained  from  the  War  Department  authority  to  avaU  themselves 
of  the  official  aid  of  officers  of  the  Quartermasters  Department  in  the 
transportation  of  their  property.  Considerable  quantities  of  stores  are 
turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  transportation  pro- 
vided under  the  authority  so  given,  the  accounts  incurred  being  x>aid 
by  the  respective  departments  to  which,  after  examination  in  this  office, 
they  are  transmitted  for  settlement. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 


299 


THE  BONDED    PACIFIC  RAILROADS  AND    THEIR  ACCOUNTS    FOR    MILI- 
TARY TRANSPORTATION. 

The  Pacific  railroads  which  received  aid  in  United  States  bonds,  with 
their  branches  and  leased  lines,  are  still  considered  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  section  5260  Revised  Statut-es,  directing  the  withholdment  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  all  payments  on  account  of  transpor- 
tation over  their  respective  roads. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  7, 1878  (U.  S. 
Stat.,  chap.  96,  section  27),  establishing  a  sinking  fund  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  debts  of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific  Railroads  to 
the  United  States,  one-half  of  the  compensation  for  military  transpor- 
tation performed  by  those  roads  on  and  after  July  1, 1878,  is  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  said  sinking  fund ;  the  other  half  is  applied  to  the 
liquidation  of  the  interest  paid  by  the  United  States  upon  the  bonds  is- 
sued in  behalf  of  the  said  roads. 

In  the  deficiciency  appropriation  law  of  March  3, 1879  (Public  No. 
86),  the  following  provision  is  made : 

Tbat  for  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  axjcoiints  of  the  Union  Pacific,  Central  Pacific, 
Kansas  Pacific,  Western  Pacific,  and  Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Railroad  Companies 
respectively,  for  services  which  have  been  or  may  be  hereafter  performed  for  the  gov- 
ernment for  transportation  of  the  Anuy  and  transi)ortation  of  the  mails,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  entries  upon  the  books  of  the 
department  as  wiU  carry  to  the  credit  of  said  companies  the  amounts  so  earned  or  to 
be  earned  by  them  during  each  fiscal  year  and  withheld  under  the  provisions  of  section 
fifty -two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  Revised  Statutes  and  of  tne  act  of  Congress 
approved  May  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight :  Provided^  that  this  shall 
not  authorize  the  expenditure  of  any  money  from  the  Treasury  nor  change  the  method, 
now  provided  by  law  for  the  auditing  of  such  claims  against  the  government :  Provided 
further^  that  this  paragraph  shaU  not  be  so  construed  as  to  be  a  disposition  of  any 
moneys  due  or  to  become  due  to  or  from  said  companies  respectively,  or  to  in  any  way 
afiect  their  rights  or  duties  or  the  rights  or  duties  of  the  United  States  under  existing 
laws,  it  being  only  intended  hereby  to  enable  the  proper  accounting  officers  to  stat« 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  the  accounts  between  the  government  and  said  compa- 
nies respectively. 

The  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  have  decided  that  the  effect  of  this  provision  of  law  is 
to  release  the  appropriations  for  Army  transportation  from  any  ciiarges 
on  account  of  transportation  over  the  railroads  named,  and  the  amounts 
found  due  are  not  taken  from  those  appropriations  as  was  done  prior  to 
the  law  of  March  3, 1879. 

This  law.  so  inteii)reted,  operates  so  as  to  close  and  settle  adjusted 
accounts  or  these  roads  not  previously  settled,  because  the  Army  trans- 
portation appropriation  applicable  had  been  expended  for  other  legiti- 
mate purposes. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  amounts  of  such  outstanding 
accounts  so  settled : 


Period  of  service. 

Union 
Pacific. 

Central 
Pacific. 

Kansas 
Pacific. 

Sioux 
City  and 
Pacific. 

Total 

Prior  to  July  1, 1871 

$72  30 

18  »& 

315, 822  28 

11, 780  63 

182, 913  32 

51,  895  31 

5, 819  30 

467,331  03 

101,  390  30 

$1,086  45 

16  21 

86,360  40 

551  38 

16,565  99 

101,098  45 

55,303  94 

$47  00 

$1, 205  75 

Year  end  in  if  June  30. 1872...... 

35  16 

Venr  cndintr  June  30. 1873.^.- 

$47, 601  66 

58  89 

20,806  86 

53, 215  01 

292  12 

59, 793  51 

138  00 

2,914  69 

452,708  03 

Year  ending  June  30, 1874 

Year  ending  June  30. 1875. ........... 

12,390  90 
220, 286  17 

Year  en d in £r  June 30. 1876 

206,208  77 

Year  endin^r  June  30. 1877 

61,415  96 

Year  ending  June  30, 1878 

Year  endine  Juno  30. 1879 

627,124  64 

150  00 

101, 678  30 

Total 

1, 137, 043  42 

181, 906  05 

261, 141  82 

2,961  69 

1, 583, 052  98 
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The  following  statement  indicates  the  amounts  of  all  other  outstand- 
ing accounts  of  these  railroad  companies  for  military  transportation 
which  will  also  be  closed  and  settled  and  i)assed  to  the  credit  of  the 
roads  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  March  3, 1879 : 


Period  of  service. 


Year 
Yoar 
Year 
Year 
Y<'ar 
Year 
Year 


eiidin*; 
ending 
ending; 
endin;^ 
»'iiding 
ending 
ending 


Jun(> 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 


30, 1873 . 

30. 1874 

30. 1875 
30, 1876 , 

30. 1877 

30. 1878 
30,1870 


Total 


Union 
Pacilic. 


Central 
Pacific. 


Kansas 
Pacilic. 


$3,041  06 
9. 224  27 
12, 735  86 
11,  626  59 
67,  329  88 
68,765  58 


$961  55 
18, 371  73  ' 
16,  637  51  ' 
12,  084  52  I 
23, 472  39  , 
104,  960  08 
134, 443  97  ! 


$242  82 


74  73 


172,  723  24  310,  931  75 


317  55 


Total 


$961  55 
21,412  79 
26.104  60 
24,820  38 
35. 173  71 
172, 280  96 
203.209  55 


483.972  54 


The  total  amounts  paid  for  military  transportation  over  these  roads 
from  the  date  when  they  were  first  opened  for  traffic  up  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  may  be  stated  as  follows : 


Names  of  companies. 


Union  Pacific 

Central  Paeiric 

KauHUS  Pacific 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific 

Total 


Amount  paid  in  cash. 

1 

1 

c  a 

fell 

$1,690,034  62 

223.  517  43 

880,341  08 

4, 403  90 

Amount     withheld 
under  act  of  March 
3,1873  |Rev.  Stat.. 
5260,    and    act  or 
May  7. 1878]. 

• 

H 

$1.  600,  034  44 

223,  517  45 

880,341  07 

4,  403  89 

$3,230,201  57 

505, 198  33 

525.  684  34 

20,681  33 

$6, 610,  270  63 

952,233  21 

2,286,360  49 

29, 489  12 

2,  798,  296  85 

2,  798, 297  03 

4,281,765  57 

9, 878. 859  45 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-three  dol- 
lars and  forty  cents  of  the  amount  withheld  from  the  Union  Pacific 
Eaih'oad  Co!ni)any,  being  for  services  subsequent  to  July  1, 1878,  has 
been  applied  as  directed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  7, 1878.  Of  this 
amount,  $45,553.10  was  paid  out  of  the  Army  transportation  appropri- 
ation for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 ;  the  accounts  being  settled 
before  the  passage  of  the  law  of  IVIarch  3,  1879,  releasing  that  appro- 
priation from  such  charges,  and  the  remainder,  $101,390.30,  was  settled 
under  the  law  of  March  3,  1879,  without  expenditure  of  Army  trans- 
portation funds. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  transportation  service  performed 
by  the  Pacific  railroads  for  the  department  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1879 : 


Names  of  companies. 


TJnion  Pacific 

Central  Pauriflc 

Kansas  Pacific    , 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific 

Total 


S  c  o 


6,  556 

2,688 

1,081 

101 


10,486 


oh  . 
u  'p 
a  3D  V 

•2  "St: 


1,088 

112 

658 

28 


I 


44.370  129 

2,906,784 

4,487,419 

883,800 


1,786 


62,147.588 
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The  cost  of  this  service  may  be  stated  as  follows: 


Names  of  companies. 


Union  Pacific 

Central  Paciflo 

Kansas  Pacific 

Sioux  Citv  and  Pacific 


Total 


3l. 


C  ■  2 
t5tt 


<5 


$149,  562  35 
62,009  31 


211,  571  66 


^  a 


Im  8  a 
O  «  B 


•5  o 


§95^ 
_5  8  5  «*^ 


$66,146  63 
72,484  66 


OS  o  o    • 


S 

o 


M 


S  A 


$248, 234  42 

20,  556  03 

100,  000  00 

3,000  00 


138,  581  29 


371,  790  45 


Total 


$463, 943  40 

155, 000  00 

100,000  00 

3,000  00 


721, 943  40 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  all  unsettled  accounts  of  these  com- 
panies which  were  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  under  adjustment  in 
this  office  and  the  Treasury  Department : 


Names  of  companies. 


Union  Pacific 
Central  Pacific 
Kansas  Pacific. 

Total.... 


In  Treasury. 


$19, 777  67 

138,  513  19 

317  55 


158, 608  41 


In  Qnarter- 
master-Gen- 
eral's Office. 


152,945  57 

172,418  56 


325,  364  13 


ToiaL 


172, 723  24 

310,931  75 

317  55 


483,972  54 


LAND-GRANT  RAILROAD  ACCOUNTS. 


The  sundry  civil  appropriation  law  of  March  3, 1879,  contained  the  fol- 
lowing provision : 

For  the  payment  of  arrears  of  Army  transportation  duo  such  land-grant  railroads 
as  have  not  received  aid  in  government  bonds,  as  compensation  was  withheld  from 
under  the  acts  of  June  sixteenth  and  twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  and  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  to  be  adjusted  by  the  proper 
accounting-officers  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  c^toes 
decided  under  the  said  acts,  to  be  paid  as  other  Army  transportation,  but  in  no  event 
shall  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  full  amount  allowed  by  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral be  paid  until  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Claims  be  had  in  each  case,  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  phraseology  of  this  provision  of  law  not  being  clearly  understood, 
the  Quartermaster-General  submitted  it  for  the  interpretation  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  The  correspondence,  including 
the  decision  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  is  appended,  marked  C. 

It  is  thought  that  the  premises  of  Mr.  Thomas's  opinion,  which  ap- 
pears in  that  correspondence,  are  not  quite  accurate.  No  land-grant 
railroad  is  known  by  this  office  to  have  agreed  to  do  the  work  of  trans- 
portation "  without  charge,"  except  those  of  which  the  law  expressly 
required  such  free  service. 

The  forty-one  railroads  named  in  Mr.  Thomas's  brief,  which  are  de- 
cided to  be  entitled  to  receive  payment  out  of  the  appropriation  of 
$300,000  in  the  act  of  March  3, 1879,  are  those  to  which  grants  of  land 
were  made  on  the  condition,  substantially,  '^  that  said  railroads  shall 
be  and  remain  public  highways  for  the  use  of  the  Grovernment  of  the 
United  States,  free  from  all  toll  or  other  charge  upon  the  transporta- 
tation  of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States." 
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Prior  to  the  prohibitory  law  of  June  16, 1874,  the  War  Department 
had  paid  these  roads  for  service  done  by  its  etnploy^s  and  cars  and 
engines  two-thirds  of  tariff  rates,  reserving  the  remainder  as  a  fair  de- 
duction for  the  use  of  their  respective  railroads,  and  these  settlemeints 
were,  so  far  as  known  to  this  office,  agreed  to  and  accepted  by  the  rail- 
road companies. 

Congress,  however,  by  the  acts  of  June  16, 1874,  and  subsequent  acts, 
prohibited  any  payment  whatever  to  these  roads  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  and  remanded  them  to  the  courts  to  recover  their  does. 

The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  which  a  test  case  was  appealed, 
sustains  the  practice  of  the  department  before  the  passage  of  the  pro- 
hibitory laws,  by  announcing — 

That  the  govenimont,  under  the  Innd-graut  laws,  is  entitled  only  to  the  finee  use  ot 
the  railroad — not  to  the  equipment,  roUinf^-stock,  &,c. — and  that  it  is  not  entitled  to 
have  its  troops  and  property  transported  by  the  companies  over  their  lespeotive  rail- 
roa<ls  free  of  charge;  that  the  companies  are  entitled  to  compensation  for  all  traoB- 
portation  performed  by  them,  respectively,  of  troops  and  property  of  the  gOTemment, 
subject  to  a  fair  deduction  for  the  use  of  their  respective  raihroads. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  land-grant  railroad  accounts  fUed  in 
the  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  settlement  of  which  has  been  re- 
quested under  the  pro\isions  of  the  sundry  civil  law  of  March  3,  1870, 
showing  their  number,  amount,  and  status  on  June  30, 1879 : 


Names  of  railroad  oompaaies. 


Chicaco,  Milwnulcoo  and  Saint  Paul 

Saint  I*aiil  and  Sioux  City 

South  and  North  Alabama 

Mobile  and  Ohio 

IllinoiH  Contnil 

Lake  Superior  and  MisfliaHippi  

Morpin*8  Louisiana  and  Texas  — 

Saint  Paul  and  Duluth 

Westtrm  Railroad  of  Minnesota 

Mobile  and  Montgomery 

Atehison,  Topeka  and  {iSanta  F6 

Chica<ro  and  Northwestern 

Weat  Wisconsin 

Leavenlv'orth,  Lawrence  and  Gal- 
veston   

Chicago,  Kock  Island  and  Pacific.. 

Alabama  and  Chattanooj^a 

Atlantic,  (iulf    and   West   India 

Transit 

Northern  Pacific  (operating  West- 
em  Ivailroad  of  Minnesota)  

Chicago,  Burlingt<m  and  Quincy   . . 

Grana  Rapids  and  Indiana . .   . .' 

Missouri  Pacific 

Burlington  and  Missouri  River 

Hannibal  and  Ssiint  Joseph 

Vicksburg  and  Meridmu 

Pensacola. 

Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  (for 

the  Missouri  Pacific) 

Selina,  Rome  and  Dalt4m 


Accounts  as 

rendered  at  full 

tariff  rates. 


No. 


20 
6 
14 
17 
28 
10 
3 

10 

22 

7 

45 

^ 

o 
2 

3 

3 
o 


1 
2 
1 
3 
3 
7 
3 
2 

1 
3 


Aggregate  of  allowances  by  the 
Quart4'rmaHter-(Teneral's  Oihce  . . , 

Aggregate  of  deductions  by  tderi-  i 
cal  corrections  in  the  Quarter- 
master-tieneral's  Office 


Amount. 


$22,380  90 

25,  800  97 

8,  054  90 

17,  048  00 
(J5,  975  68 
46, 1G2  30 

2,  617  63 

9,084  27 

12,411  71 

4,  059  71 

293, 046  12 

25,  648  94 

18,  996  18 

1,061  15 
67, 489  84 

2,  396  35 

568  40 

1,267  78 

26,  000  61 
105  52 

17,  95J3  85 

3,  565  73 

3,  314  76 
607  96 

3,114  99 

4,  216  81 
2,093  71 


Total 224  !  685,624  83 


Examined,  ad- 
Justed,  and  re- 
ferred to 
Treasury  for 
settlement. 


No.     Amount.    No. 


Diaallowed  and 
returned  to 
railroad  com- 
panies. 


inatioiilii 
QnartennatteF- 
General**  Office. 


14 
6 
9 


17 
3 
2 


1 
2 


1 


$16,  Oil  89 
24.  948  76  ! 
2, 928  30 


10 
10 
3 
10 
17 


40,  025  10 

46, 197  68 

2,449  12 

8, 979  47 

6, 765  99 


S 


230. 283  30 

7,869  29 

18,978  24 


67, 487  84 


Amount. 


Na 


$131  62 


1,138  00 


1,267  78 
26, 000  61 


3  ,    17, 622  06 


4, 216  81 


5 

17 
15 


5 
7 

28 
2 


8 


2 
1 


Amount. 


522, 032  24 


1,586  69 


111     523,618  93       4 


3 
7 
3 
2 


1, 260  02  1109 


$6,1«7  65 


5,726  06 
17,048  00 
24. 717  28 


5.910  ?3 

4,050  71 

82,753  08 

17, 700  25 


1,001  15 

i'aoe'ds 

508  40 


105  52 


3,505  73 

8, 314  70 

007  00 

8»1U  80 


2,083  n 


100, 


1,^28 
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Eight  accounts  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf  Railroad 
(heretofore  treated  as  land-grant),  amounting  to  $23,660.46,  have  been 
tiled  in  this  office,  with  claim  that,  as  the  road  has  been  decided  not 
land-grant  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  the 
law  of  March  3, 1877,  payment  of  full  tariif  rates  should  be  made  for 
military  transportation  out  of  regular  Army  transportation  appropria- 
tions. 

The  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  opinion  July  7, 1879,  has 
decided  that  payments  may  be  made  for  transportation  furnished  by 
said  railroad  subsequent  to  May  25,  1877. 

Fifty  per  centam  of  the  gross  amount  at  tariff  charges  of  the  land-grant 
railroad  accoants  referred  by  this  office  to  the  Treasury  up  to  June  30, 
1879,  payable  from  the  $300,000  appropriated  by  the  sundry  civil  law 

of  March  3,  1879,  is,  as  shown  by  foregoing  statement $261, 016  12 

I^fty  per  centum  of  the  amount  of  the  accounts  awaiting  adjustment  in 

this  office  is 80,368  14 

Payments  have  already  been  made  out  of  the  appropriation,  by  the 
Treasury,  of  accounts  not  included  in  the  foregoing  statement,  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Treasury  by  this  office  prior  to  the  sundry  civil 
law  of  March  3,  1879,  as  follows :       « 

Northern  Pacific  Railroad 21,051  69 

Missouri  Pacific 3,533  10 

Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F6  Railroad 378  16 

Estimate  of  50  per  centum  of  amount  of  unpaid  accounts  at  the  Treasury 

not  included  in  the  foregoing  statement 35, 000  00 

Estimate  of  50  per  centum  of  unpaid  accounts  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
railroad  companies 48,652  79 


_L. 


Total  estimate  of  50  per  centum  of  land-grant  railroad  accounts 

accrued  up  to  June  30,  1879 450,000  00 

The  amount  appropriated  to  pay  them  is 300,000  00 

Deficit,  indicating  the  additional  amount  required  to  settle  out- 
standing land-^ant  railroad  accounts,  on  the  basis  of  50  per 
centum  of  tarifi  rates  for  service  up  to  June  30, 1879 150, 000  00 

A  number  of  land-grant  railroads  have  derived  no  benefit  from  this 
appropriation  of  $300,000,  as  it  was  exhausted  before  their  accounts 
were  reached  in  due  course. 

Justice  to  the  forty-one  land-grant  railroads  involved,  and  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  would  seem  to 
demand  the  repeal  of  the  laws  prohibiting  payments  for  their  services 
in  transporting  troops  and  supplies. 

A  return  to  the  practice  of  reserving  some  portion  and  paying  the 
balance  of  the  value  of  the  transportation  performed  by  them  for  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  which  worked  well,  and  which  in  most  if 
not  all  cases  was  satisfactory  to  the  railroad  companies,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  authorized  and  directed  by  Congress. 

It  is  believed  that  this  method,  compared  with  the  others  which  have 
been  suggested,  will  be  found  the  most  just  solution  of  the  difficulties 
surrounding  the  casd. 

The  views  of  this  office  on  the  subject  are  set  forth  in  Senate  Ex. 
Doc.  No.  28,  Forty-fifth  Congress,  second  session  (parts  1  and  2),  printed 
as  an  appendix  to  this  repod;,  marked  D. 

A  simple  fixed  reduction  of  one-third  the  rates  charged  the  public 
seems  reasonable  and  Just  as  the  measure  of  the  value  of  the  use  to  the 
government  of  the  railroad  as  a  highway,  and  after  careful  study  of  the 
questions  involved,  it  is  believed  to  be  as  correct  a  ratio  of  reduction  as 
can  be  devised  under  the  circumstances.  It  is  eminently  practicable, 
and  if  adopted  by  Congress  would,  it  is  believed,  settle  the  matter  to 
the  satisfaction  ultimate  y  of  all  parties  concerned. 
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An  appropriation  of  $300,000  would  settle  nearly  if  not  quite  all  out- 
standing land-grant  railroad  accounts  on  a  basis  of  two-thirds  of  tariff 
rates. 

A  repeal  of  the  prohibitory  laws  of  June  16  and  22, 1874,  and  March 
3, 1875.  with  direction  to  pay  6Gf  -per  cent,  of  rates  paid  by  the  public 
for  sucli  transportation,  would,  it  is  believed,  authorize  payment  there- 
after out  of  the  regular  Army  transportation  appropriation. 

The  following  railroads  which  received  grants  of  land  on  the  condi- 
tion that  tlie  companies  owning  or  operating  them  "  shall  at  all  times 
transport  the  troops  and  proi)erty  of  the  United  States  frese  of  all  cost, 
charge,  or  expense  to  the  United  States,"  have  always  been  considered 
ai9  bound  to  funiish  transportation  free  to  the  United  States,  as  unam- 
biguously provided  in  the  conditions  quoted,  to  wit : 


Kames  of  companies. 


1.  California  and  Oregon  (Cen- 
tral Pacitic,  Orepon  Division). 

2  Chicauo,  Milwaukee  and 
Saint  Paul  (Hastings  and  Da- 
kota Division)  l^finnesota. 

3.  Little  Kock  and  Fort  Smith. 
Arkansas. 

4.  Memphis  and  Little  Kock, 
Arkansas 

5.  Miclii);nn  Central  (Saginaw 
and  Mackinaw  Division) 
Michigan.* 

6.  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas, 
Kansas. 


7.  Oregcm  and  California,  Ore- 
gon. 

8.  Southern  Minnesota,  Minne- 
sota. 

9.  Saint  Louis,  Iron  ^fountain 
and  Soutliern  (Missouri  and 
Kansas). 


Junction  with  Central  Pa- 
cific. 
Hastings,  Minn :... 


Little  Kock,  Ark 


Mississippi  Biver,   oppo- 

sit'O  MTemphis. 
Amboy,  Mich 


Junction  City. 


Portland,  Grog. 


Mississippi  Kiver,  oppo- 
site La  Crosse,  Wis. 

Mississii)])!  Kiver,  oppo- 
site Cairo,  111.,  via  I'op- 
lar  JJIuff,  Mo.,  and  Little 
Kock,  Ark. 


Southern     boundary     of 

Oregon. 
Western  boundary  of  the 

Stet«. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark.... 

Little  Book 

Straits  of  Maokinao. 


Southern  boundary  of 
Kansas,  and  to  Fort 
Smith,  where  the  Indian 
title  is  extinguished. 

Southern  boundary  of  the 
State. 

Western  boundary  of  the 
State. 

Texas  State  boundary  at 
Toxarkaua. 


Ihoompletek 
Ihcomplete. 

168.85 
135 
Ineomplete. 

182.66 

Incomplete. 
Incomplete. 
895 


'  ConHtructe<l  and  in  operation 
northward.    That  portion  of  the 


as  a  land-grant  raili-ond  only  from  I^usinj'  to  Bay  City,  Mich.,  thence 
road  from  Jackson  to  Lausuig  is  not  a  laud-grant  rood. 


WAGON  AND  STAGE  TBANSPOBTATION. 

The  (Juarterniaster's  Department  transported  by  wagon,  including 
contractors'  trains^  teams  hired  for  special  services,  and  i)ublic  teams, 
32,539  tons  of  niihtary  stores.  The  cost  of  this  service  as  reported  by 
disbursing  cpiartermasters  was  $858,142.50. 

Thirty-one  contracts  for  wagon  transportation,  made  by  oflBcers  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  were  received  at  this  office  during  the 
year,  an  abstract  of  which,  showing  names  of  contractors,  routes  of  sup- 
ply, and  rates  of  contractus,  accompanies  this  report,  marked  E.. 

Three  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-tive  passengers  and  48,061 
pounds  of  military  stores  and  extra  baggage  were  transported  by  stage 
under  direction  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  year,  at  a 
cost  of  $70,747.12. 

WATEB  TRANSPORTATION. 


During  the  fiscal  year  there  were  canled  by  Water,  for  the  department, 
20,182  persons,  1,103  beasts,  and  30,011  tons  of  material,  at  a  cost  of 
8079,041 .84. 

This  service  was  rendered  by  vessels  belonging  to  established  com- 
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mercial  lines,  by  contract,  and  by  vessels  owned  and  chartered  by  the 
United  States. 

Six  contracts  for  water  transportation,  made  by  officers  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  were  received  at  this  office  during  the  year, 
an  abstract  of  which  accompanies  this  report,  marked  F. 

The  following  named  vessels  owned  by  the  War  Department  have 
been  in  service  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  fiscal 
year,  viz :  Steamer  Henry  Smith,  in  New  York  Harbor ;  propeller  Ord- 
nance, employed  by  Ordnance  Department  in  'Sew  York  Harbor;  steam- 
tug  Atlantic,  in  New  York  Harbor ;  propeller  General  McPherson,  in 
San  Francisco  Harbor ;  steam-launch  General  Jesup,  employed  at  Fort 
Adams,  E.  I.;  steam-launch  Thayer,  in  Boston  Harbor;  steam-launch 
Monroe,  employed  at  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.;  steam-launch  General  Greene, 
employed  at  Fort  McHenry,  Md.;  steam-launch  Hamilton,  employed  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  Da\id's  Island,  New  York  Harbor;  steam-launch 
Barrancas,  employed  at  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.:  steamboat  General  Sher- 
man, employed  on  the  Upper  Missouri  and  Yellowstone  Rivers;  schooner 
Matchless,  employed  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

The  total  cost  of  running  and  maintaining  these  vessels  during  the 
year  was  $104,305.28. 

The  steam-launch  Hamilton  being  no  longer  required  at  Washington,. 
D.  C,  was  transferred,  August  1,  1878,  to  David's  Island,  New  York 
Harbor,  for  service  at  the  principal  depot,  general  recruiting  service,, 
United  States  Army. 

Owing  to  the  removal  of  the  headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 
and  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  from  New  York  City  to  Governor's 
Island,  New  York  Harbor,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  purchase  a  steamer 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  communication  between  the  island  and 
the  city.  The  steamer  Atlantic,  built  by  the  Atlantic  Iron  Works,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  was  accordingly  purchased  for  that  service  on  October 
15,  1878,  by  Lieut.  Col.  A.  J.  Perry,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  U. 
S.  A.,  Chief  Quartermaster  Military  Di\ision  of  the  Atlantic,  m)m 
Abisba  Miller  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  $12,000. 

Before  the  purchase  was  comi)leted  an  examination  of  her  woodwork 
and  hull  was  made  by  the  United  States  local  inspectors  of  steam- ves- 
sels and  the  assistant  naval  constructor  at  the  navy-yard,  Boston,  who 
reported  her  sound,  of  excellent  material,  and  wanting  no  other  repairs 
than  ])aint  or  copper  to  make  her  in  perfect  condition  for  any  service 
for  which  she  is  adapted.    (Statement  marked  G.) 

Her  tonnage  is  60.31  tons,  custom-house  measurement;  length  over 
all,  83  feet;  breadth  over  all,  18  feet;  draught  loaded,  8  feet  9  inches. 

Her  hull  is  built  of  well-seasoned  white  oak  frame  and  planking,  cop- 
per fastened  below  the  water-line,  galvanized  above,  with  two  treenails 
in  each  frame  wedged  inside  and  out,  and  sheathed  with  yellow  metal. 

Engine,  vertical  direct  acting,  22-inch  diameter  of  cylinder,  18-inch 
length  of  stroke,  with  inde];)endent  cut-oflF.  Tubular  boiler,  7  feet  6  in»- 
ches  in  diameter,  and  12  feet  6  inches  in  length. 

Rate  of  speed  from  10  to  13  knots  an  hour.  Daily  consumption  of 
fuel  about  one  and  one-half  tons  of  coaL 

The  average  number  of  trips  made  daily  by  thiis  vessel  is  33,  and  the 
average  number  of  passengers  carried  daily  is  472. 

After  her  purchase,  some  necessary  alterations  to  adapt  her  to  the 
service  in  which  she  is  employed  were  madfi  upon,  her,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,8G5.5(),  making  her  total  cost  $13,865.56. 

According  to  the  reports  received  from  officeps,.there  have  been  seven- 
teen vessels  of  different  kinds  employed  at  various  times  under  charter, 
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as  tlie  necessities  of  the  service  required,  daring  the  year^  at  an  expense 
of  $32,402.81,  a  statement  of  which  accompanies  this  report,  marked  EL 

The  total  amount  reported  by  officers  of  the  department  to  have  been 
expended  on  account  of  water  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year  is 
8507,021.28. 

The  total  amount  of  outstanding  indebtedness  for  water  tTan8i>orta- 
tion  on  the  30th  of  June,  1879,  is  reported  to  be  $112,620.56. 

TRANSPORTATION  ACCOUNTS  AND  CLAIMS. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  accounts  and  claims, 
amounting  to  $1,814,587.21,  were  adjusted  in  the  transportation  brandi 
of  this  office  during  the  year ;  of  these,  1,343,  amounting  to  $1,340^510.19, 
were  referred  to  the  proper  bureau  or  officer  for  settiement;  143, 
amounting  to  $422,031.18,  were  unfavorably  reported  upon  and  r^ec- 
tion  recommended  to  Secretary  of  War  or  accounting  officers;  and  37, 
amounting  to  $51,445.81,  were  suspended  for  additional  evidence;  276, 
amounting  to  $548^000.50,  were  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  awBiting 
action  or  under  adjustment. 

INDEBTED  RAILROAD  COMPANIES. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  there  were  five 
railroad  companies  whose  names  were  borne  on  the  list  of  indebted  rail- 
road companies  hereinafter  referred  to,  that  had  not  paid  their  indebted- 
ness to  the  United  States  for  property  purchased  in  1866  and  1866,  under 
Executive  orders,  or  whose  indebtedness  had  not  been  compromised  and 
settled  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  passed  for  their  relief.  The 
amount  due  from  these  five  companies  was  stated  to  be  $1,892,677.11. 
One  of  the  companies,  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern,  whose  debt  was 
$908,550.27,  has  been  transferred  from  the  list  of  indebted  companies  to 
the  list  of  conii)aiiies  whose  debts  have  been  paid  in  full,  compromised 
and  settled  under  the  act«  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1871,  February  27, 
IST."),  and  March  3,  1877,  or  who  are  insolvent,  and,  as  stated  in  my  last 
annual  report,  is  now  reported  in  the  monthly  and  annual  statements  as 
insolvent,  so  that  there  are  now  but  four  railroad  companies  whose  debts 
are  collectable.  Deducting  the  debt  of  this  company,  $908,650.27,  from 
the  total  indebtedness,  $1,892,077.11,  and  it  leaves  $984,120.84  as  the 
amount  of  the  debts  of  the  four  companies  on  June  30, 1878. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1879,  the  interest  and  charges 
against  these  four  companies  amounted  to  $42,591.49;  the  payments  in 
military  transportation  were  $243.57,  leaving  unpaid  July  1,  1879, 
$1,020,474.70. 

In  addition  to  these  payments,  I  received  on  account  of  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  Memphis  and  Little  Rockllailroad  Company,  in  postal  dues, 
$l(J,S97.98,and  of  theXashville  and  Northwestern  I^ilroad  Company,  in 
military  transportation,  $112.20.  No  payments  were  made  in  money  by 
any  of  these  companies. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress,  to  wit,  on  March  3, 
1879,  an  appropriatiim  of  $300,000  was  made  to  pay  for  military  trans- 
portation over  certain  land-grant  railroads.  The  act  provided  that  only 
50  i»er  centum  of  the  amount  due  any  one  railroad  company,  as  found 
by  the  (Quartermaster-General,  should  be  paid.  Under  this  law  the  ac- 
counting ofhcers  of  the  Treiisury  have  audited  accounts  of  the  Mobile 
an<l  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  have  allowed  thereon  $14,445.94; 
there  is  also  due  the  McMinu  villc  and  Manchester  Kailroad  Company,  for 
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postal  services,  the  sum  of  $5,054.37,  making  a  total  of  $19,500.31,  wliicli 
will  be  placed  to  the  credit .oi  these  companies  when  it  has  been  received 
by  this  department. 

Other  services  have  been  rendered  by  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad 
Company  in  transporting  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States,  for 
which  it  is  entitled  to  compensation  under  its  bond  and  under  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  the  Atch- 
ison, Topeka  and  Santa  F6  Eailroad  Company,  but  which  cannot  be 
allowed  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  company  under  existing  laws. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated  that  there  was  due  from  the  Post- 
Office  Department  for  postal  services  on  the  Nashville  and  Northwestern 
Eailroad  the  sum  of  $56,581.92,  which  had  been  assigned  to  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  in  part  payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  that 
company,  but  which  could  not  be  paid  for  want  of  an  appropriation  by 
Congress ;  that  I  had  been  informed  that  this  amount  would  be  reported 
to  Congress  by  the  Treasury  Department  as  a  balance  due  for  carrying 
the  mails,  and  an  appropriation  asked  to  pay  it.  No  appropriation  was 
made  by  the  last  Congress  to  pay  the  amount ;  it  is,  therefore,  still  un- 
paid, and  I  recommend  that  special  effort  be  made,  by  submitting  to 
Congress  at  its  next  session  such  communication  as  may  be  thought 
advisable,  to  secure  the  necessary  appropriation. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post-Office  De- 
partment that  the  account  with  the  railroad  company  for  the  service 
cannot  be  closed  on  the  books  of  that  office  until  an  appropriation  to  pay 
it  has  been  made  and  the  amount  has  been  paid  to  the  party  entitled 
to  receive  it.  The  indebted  company  cannot  be  credited  on  the  books 
of  this  office  with  the  amount  until  the  money  or  its  equivalent — a  war- 
rant on  the  Treasury  for  it> — has  been  received ;  so  that  the  books  of  both 
offices,  and,  consequently,  the  account  with  the  railroad  company  in 
both  offices,  must  remain  open  and  unsettled  until  the  appropriation 
has  been  made  and  the  amount  paid  to  the  proper  party.  As  no  money 
is  taken  out  of  the  Treasury^  the  amount  being  simply  transferred  from 
one  fund  to  another — first,  from  the  general  fund  to  the  appropriations 
for  thePost-Office  Department,  and  second,  by  warrant  on  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  by  the  Post-Office  Department,  in  favor  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  by  which  it  is  restgred  to  the  general 
fund — I  cannot  imagine  that  there  can  be  any  objection  to  appropri- 
ating the  sum  asked  for.  If  anything  in  addition  is  needed  to  show  the 
necessity  for  making  the  appropriation,  it  is  found  when  we  consider 
that  it  is  a  sum  needed  to  liquidate  an  indebtedness  incurred  by  the 
United  States  for  carrying  the  mails,  about  which  there  is  no  dispute  or 
question — an  indebtedness  admitted  and  certified  to  by  the  proper 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  objection  to  a  spe- 
cific appropriation  can  be  met  by  passing  a  law  which  will  authorize  the 
Postmaster  General  to  adjust  and  settle  the  account  for  services  ren- 
dered by  the  railroad  company  in  carrying  the  mails,  and  to  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  whatever  sum  he  may 
find  to  be  due  for  such  services,  without  specifying  the  ainount  in  the  latOj 
as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Eailroad  of 
Georgia,  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1877  (19  Stat.,  402,  chap.  119),  when  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  for  a  sum  that  amounted  to  $119,038.58.  Such  a  law 
will  enable  the  department  to  close  the  accounts,  and  will  prevent  the 
future  payment  of  the  amount  to  the  railroad  company  when  those  who 
are  famiHar  with  the  matter  are  no  longer  in  the  employ  of  the  govern- 
menL 
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Eiforts  which  have  for  a  number  of  years  been  made  to  secnre  the 
passage  of  a  law  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  reopen  the  settlements 
which  have  been  made  with  those  railroad 'companies  that  have  paid 
their  debts  in  full,  and  to  refund  to  them  a  portion  of  the  money  received 
by  the  United  States,  estimated  by  this  ofttce  to  be  about  $lj043,000,  or 
33  J  per  cent,  of  the  amount  received,  were  renewed  by  the  railroad  com- 
]>auies  at  the  last  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress,  but  no  definite 
action  was  taken. 

At  the  extra  session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Congress  a  bill  was  pr6i>aTed 
and  introduced  for  the  same  purpose,  but  no  action  was  had  upon  it  be- 
yond consideration  by  the  committee  to  which  it  was  referred. 

The  views  of  the  Quartermaster-General  on  the  subject  of  reopening 
the  acox>unts  have  been  fully  set  forth  in  his  communications  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  April  26,'l876.  (See  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  BTo.  67,  Forty- 
fourth  Congress,  first  session,  pages  7  to  15  inclusive,  and  of  January 
24, 1870,  pages  17, 18,  and  19  of  the  Congressional  Eecord  for  February 
9,  1879,  No.  44.) 

Accompanying  this  rex>ort  is  a  table  marked  I,  showing  the  original 
indebtedness  of  each  company;  the  interest  that  has  accrued  thereon; 
the  charges  on  account  of  expenses  and  overpayments;  the  increase  or 
decrease  of  the  debt  of  each  company  during  the  year;  the  i>ayment8 
made  during  the  year;  the  total  payments  to  June  30, 1879,  and  the 
balance  unpaid.  It  also  gives  the  names  of  those  companies  wh(»3e  debts 
have  been  paid  in  full,  or  have  been  compromised  and  settled  under  the 
acts  of  March  3, 1871,  Febniary  27, 1875,  and.  March  "3, 1877,  showing 
the  amounts  for  which  they  were  compromised;  the  amount  unpaid  at 
date  of  compromise;  the  amount  refunded  to  the  State  of  Georgia  on 
account  of  the  debt  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Bailroad,  under  the 
act  of  March  3, 1877;  and  the  names  of  those  companies  that  are  in- 
solvent, and  therefore  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  with  the  amount  due 
fi'oni  each. 

During  the  fiscal  year  I  received  from  these  indebted  railroad  com- 
panies, in  postal  dues,  the  sum  of  $16,897.98,  which  has  been  deposited 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  according  to  law,  and  credited  to 
the  <'onipany  making  the  payment. 


REGULAB  AND  IVHSCELLANEOUS  SUPPLIES. 

A)n?nals, — ^The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  horses  and 
mul<  .s  i>urchased  in  the  several  military  departments,  and  at  general  and 
other  depots,  during  the  fiscal  year;  also  their  total  cost  and  average 
cost : 

Cavalry  and  artillery  horses. 


Where  purchased. 


De]>i;rtniont  of  the  East 

Di'li.i:  tmriit  of  tho  South 

Drpnitiin'iit  of  Dakota 

T)«j>ii:itinoiit  of  the  Missonri .. 

Di*]tartmpnt  of  the  Plnttc 

Dppaitmout  of  California 

Dci»:irtiiu'nt  of  tho  Cohimhia  . 

T>«'1  Kirtinnit  of  A  ri/.ona 

I)<*l>iiitm<'ut  of  "\Ve8t  Point... 
K(*w  Voik  Depot,  New  York. 
JetfH'.  sonvillp  Depot,  Indiana. 

Chi';"»«>  Di'pot,  IllinoiH 

SaiJit  I.ouis  Depot,  Missonri.. 


Total. 


a 

0 


26 

1 

190 

55 
114 

52 

525 

336 

9 

80 


2 
846 

1,686 


Total  ooBt 


$3,820  00 

175  00 

21,007  48 

5,367  00 
11,802  00 

6,650  00 
47. 510  30 
25,  200  50 

1, 178  50 

4,205  00 


250  00 
28,909  20 

156, 164  96 


$146  93 

175  00 

111  03 

97  58 

103  53 

127  88 

90  49 

75  00 

130  94 

140  16 


125  00 
83  55 

92  62 
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MtUea  and  teamrhorses  purchased. 


Whero  porehaaed. 


Department  of  the  EMt * 

Dcpartmeat  of  the  Miasonri 

Department  of  the  Platte 

Department  of  Califomia 

Department  of  the  Colombia 

Department  of  Arizona 

New  York  Depot,  New  York 

Washington  Depot,  District  of  Columbia. 

JeffenKMiviQe  Depot,  Indiana    

San  Francisco  Depot,  California 

Cbicaffo  Depot,  Illinois 

Saint  Louis  Depot,  Missouri 


Total 


Mules. 


186 
41 
47 
71 
12 
8 
1 


1,123 


1,489 


Total  cost 


$19,950  00 
4. 215  00 
8,050  00 
9,880  93 
1,400  00 
1,050  00 
170  00 


112, 247  80 


$107  25 
102  80 
171  27 
139  16 
116  66 
131  25 
170  00 


99  96 


156,963  23 


106  41 


Horses. 


I 


8 


1 

23 

6 


4 
2 


79 


Total  coat. 


$1,545  00 


100  00 
4,890  00 
1,050  00 


625  00 

250  00 

4,526  00 


12,486  00 


fcf. 


> 


$193  12 


100  00 
190  87 
175  00 


156  25 
125  00 
129  31 


158  06 


The  following  la  a  tabular  statement  of  the  sales  of  public  animals  in 
the  different  departments  and  at  the  general  and  other  depots,  showing 
number  sold  and  amount  realized: 


Horses. 

Mules. 

Oxen. 

Total 

Department  or  depot. 

1 
1 

1 

e 
J 

1 
i 

8 

9 

73 

132 

95 

92 

13 

20 

93 

2 

1 

1 

i 

1 

4i 
1 

1 

Pi 

a 
p 
© 

S 

< 

Department  of  the  East 

Department  of  the  South 

Department  of  Dakota 

Department  of  the  Missouri . . . 
Department  of  the  Platte 

45 

1 

214 

271 

287 

826 

28 

835 

165 

6 

8 

8 

1 

8 

87 

$1, 675  50 

42  00 

10,874  44 

9,208  35 

14. 600  67 

8,882  73 

1,121  00 

4, 018  05 

4,967  66 

236  50 

618  00 

98  50 

24  00 

62  70 
1,215  90 

$65  00 

347  10 

2.668  81 

4, 163  15 

4, 116  76 

1,987  58 

296  00 

466  25 

3,320  90 

55  50 

36  00 

48 

10 

288 

403 

882 

418 

41 

855 

262 

8 

4 

3 

8 

3 

37 

$1, 740  50 

389  10 

1 

$10  60 

18, 453  75 
13.  371  50 

18,  717  43 

Denartment  of  Texas 

10,  870  31 

Department  of  California 

Department  of  the  Columbia  . . 

Dei)artraent  of  Arizona 

Department  of  West  Point 

New  York  Depot,  N.  Y 

Waahinjfton  Depot,  D.C 

Jefferson ville  D«pot,  Ind 

Wiliets  Point,  New  York  Har- 
bor ..'........... 

1,  417  00 

4,484  80 

4 

72  50 

8, 361  06 
292  CO 

654  00 

. ... 

.... 

98  50 

■■'2 

41  60 

65  50 

62  70 

Jeiferson  Barraoks,  Mo 

1,  215  90 

Total 

1,725 

57, 646  00 

535 

17,464  55 

5       83  00 

2,265 

75, 193  55 

SUMMABY. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  animals  purchased,  sold, 
died,  &C.,  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  remaining  on  hand  at  its  close : 


On  hand,  purchased,  fto. 

Horses. 

Mules. 

Oxen. 

On  hand.  July  1,  1878 

11,875 

1,766 

638 

9,688 

1,489 

147 

59 

Purchased  ............................................................... 

2 

Taken  ud.  Sco. ............................................................ 

1 

Total  to  lMac<Mrant€4  for. 

13,678 

11,324 

62 

Sold 

1,726 
586 
877 

535 
482 
276 

5 

Died 

14 

LiOst  and  stolen 

Total  sold.  died.  Ac 

2,688 

1,293 

19 

On  hwid  »Tune  80.  1879,  ,,-...-rT«.T*TTr  x-x---t,,,,,,,-,t,,t.,t  ,, 

10,990 

10,031 

43 
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FUEL,  FOBAaE,  AND  STRAW. 

The  issues  of  forage  and  straw  during  the  fiscal  year  were  as  follows: 
Corn,  628,268  bushels;  oats,  952,473  bushels;  hay,  53,078  tons;  straw, 
2,462  tons;  bariey,  180,529  bushels;  bran,  61,934  bushels;  todder,  140 
tons. 

Tlie  issues  of  fuel  during  the  same  period  were,  hard  wood,  42,096 
cords ;  soft  wood,  71,582  cords ;  anthracite  coal,  19,131  tons ;  bitumin- 
ous coal,  16,279  tons. 

CONTBAOTS. 

There  were  filed  in  this  ofiBce  and  examined  during  the  fiscal  year 
878  contracts,  as  follows:  627,  embracing  22,433,568  pounds  of  com, 
21,121,828  pounds  of  oats,  11,652,000  pounds  of  barley,  996,640  pounds 
of  bran.  125,149,194  pounds  of  hay,  7,108,479  pounds  of  straw,  132,837 
cords  or  wood,  70,614,740  pounds  of  coal,  and  81,000  pounds  of  charcoal; 
59  contracts  for  such  quantities  of  fuel,  forage,  and  straw  as  might  be 
required;  17  for  work  upon  national  cemeteries;  47  for  clothing,  camp 
and  gairison  equipage ;  10  for  horses  and  mules ;  6  for  harness ;  37  for 
transportation ;  20  for  buildings ;  1  for  stationery ;  6  for  Army  wagons 
and  ambulance  wagons ;  14  for  miscellaneous  services,  and  34  contracts 
of  lease. 

ESTIMATES  AND  REQUISITIONS. 

Estimates  for  annual  supplies  and  miscellaneous  estimates  and  requi- 
sitions have  been  received  and  acted  upon  during  the  fiscal  year  as  fol- 
lows: 

From  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic 193 

From  Military  Division  of  the  Miasoiiri 315 

From  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific 53 

From  Department  of  West  Point 12 

From  New  York  Depot 3 

From  Philadelpliia  Depot 33 

From  Jeft'ersonville  Depot 9 

From  Washington  Depot 27 

From  San  Francisco  Depot 4 

From  miscellaneous  sources 156 

Total 605 

WAaONS,  AMBULANCES,  AND  HARNESS. 

Tliere  were  purcliased  during  the  year  281  six-mule  Army  wagons,  215 
two-horse  and  four-horse  or  mule  wagons,  72  spring  wagons,  50  ambu- 
lance wagons,  and  C  miscellaneous  wagons,  trucks,  and  drays.  Of  these, 
tliere  were  purchased  under  contnict,  after  inviting  proposals,  200  six- 
mule  Army  wagons,  at  $89.90  each,  from  the  Studebaker  Brothers  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  South  I^end,  Ind.,  contract  dated  September  16, 
1878 ;  25  six-mule  Army  wagons,  at  $200  each,,  from  Ilenry  M.  Black,  of 
San  Francisco,  CaL,  contract  dated  March  26,  1879 ;  100  two-horso  and 
four-liorse  or  mule  wagons,  at  $83.00  each,  from  Wilson,  Cliilds  &  Co., 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  contract  dated  January'  15,  1879 ;  100  two-horse 
and  four-horse  or  mule  wagons,  at  $84.00  each,  from  the  Kansas  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  contract  dated  January  18, 
1879 ;  15  two  horse  and  four-horse  or  mule  wagons,  at  $200  each,  from 
ITenry  M.  Black,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  contract  dated  March  26, 1879 ; 
40  s])ring  wagons,  Dougherty  pattern,  at  $165  each,  from  Wilson,  Cbilds 
&  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  contract  dated  Sei)tember  9, 1878  5  25  spring 
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wagons,  Dougherty  pattern,  at  $149.50  each,  from  the  Kansas  Manu- 
facturing Company,  of  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  contract  dated  June  25, 
1879 ;  and  50  ambulance  wagons.  Army  pattern,  at  $174.50  each,  from 
the  Kansas  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  contract 
dated  September  25, 1878. 

Forty-one  spring  wagons  were  furnished  to  posts  and  depots  during 
the  year. 

There  were  purchased  during  the  year,  under  contract,  after  adver- 
tisement, 175  sets  six-mule  Army- wagon  harness,  from  M.  O'Brien  &  Co., 
of  Carthage,  Mo.  (contract  datcil  September  30, 1878),  at  $57.10  per  set, 
and  100  sets  four-mule  ambulance  harness,  from  B.  S.  Eichards,  of 
Leavenworth,  Kans.  (contract  dated  September  25, 1878),  at  $52  per  set. 

TEAVEAUX. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Army  Equipment  Board,  convened 
in  this  city  by  Special  Orders  No.  244,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Ad- 
jutant-General's Oflftce,  dated  November  11, 1878,  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  February  26, 1879, 150  traveaux  (100  for  sick  and  wounded 
transport,  and  50  for  freight  transport),  designed  by  Surg.  Charles  E. 
Greenlear,  U.  S.  A.,  who  submitted  a  model  with  drawings  and  specifi- 
cations thereof  to  the  board,  were  manufactured  at  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
with  the  necessary  harness  therefor,  under  orders  from  this  office  of 
March  11, 1879,  to  the  depot  quartermaster  in  that  city,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  two  of  each  kind  retained  as  samples,  have  been  distributed 
for  trial.    Specifications  thereof  are  appended  hereto,  (K.) 

The  cost  of  these  traveaux  and  harness  was  as  follows : 

For  sick  and  wonnded  transport,  each ^12  25 

For  freight  tran8i>ort,  each ,.... 13  25 

For  harness,  per  set ....••• 6  50 

FUEL. 

A  test  of  ftiels  has  been  carried  on  at  this  office  during  the  year,  with 
the  view  of  preparing  and  publishing  a  new  table  of  equivalents.  This 
work  is  not  yet  concluded. 

STOVES. 

There  were  manufactured  during  the  year  by  the  Ordnance  Department, 
at  Eock  Island  Arsenal,  Illinois,  where  the  patterns  and  flasks  are  on 
hand,  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  150  Army  cast-iron  heating- 
stoves  of  adopted  patterns,  at  a  total  cost  of  $2,242.20,  viz:  25  No.  1,  at 
$8.80  each;  25  No.  2,  at  $18  each;  50  No.  6,  at  $9.74|  each;  50  No. 
7,  at  $21.70  each. 

VETEBINABY  SEBVICE. 

A  new  standard  supply-table  of  veterinary  medicines,,  dressings,  and 
instruments,  prepared  and  recommended  by  the  board  of  officers  ap- 
pointed by  paragraph  12,  Special  Orders  No.  183,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  dated  August  24, 1878,  and  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  published  in  Gfeneral  Orders  No.  36,  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  March  27, 1879, 
to  take  effect  July  1, 1879. 
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EXPLORma  EXPEDITIONS. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  furnished  to  surveys  under  charge  of 
Lieut.  George  M.  Wheeler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  during  the  year, 
aid  and  assistance  as  in  the  previous  year. 

IRON-HUBBED  WHEELS. 

Trials  of  iron-hubbed  wheels  have  been  continued  during  the  year 
with  generally  favorable  results.  They  have  given  satisflEUStion  on  the 
two  and  four  horse  or  mule  wagon. 

TARGETS. 

There  were  manufactured  during  the  year  by  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, at  Eock  Island  Arsenal,  Illinois,  for  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment fifteen  cast-iron  targets  of  the  regulation  pattern  and  sizes  two 
(22"  X  72"  nine  44"  x  72",  and  fouB  06"  x  72"),  at  a  total  cost  of  $168.23. 

Under  General  Orders  No.  86,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adtjatant- 
General's  Office,  dated  August  16, 1879,  the  Ordnance  Department  will 
hereafter  supply  targets  to  the  Army.  Since  July  1, 1879,  fifteen  tar- 
gets have  been  manufactured  by  the  Ordnance  Dex)artment^  at  Bock 
Island  Arsenal,  Illinois,  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department  (five  eadi 
22"  X  72",  44"  X  72",  and  66"  X  72"),  at  a  total  cost  of  •176.63, 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  REGULAR  SUPPLIES. 


The  amount  estimated  by  this  office  for  regular  supplies  for  the  Army 
during  the  fiscal  year  1878-'79  was  $3,500,000.  The  Secretary  of  War 
recommended  tlie  same  amount.    Congress  appropriated  $3,350,000. 

The  amount  remaining  to  the  credit  of  tlie  api)ropriation  for  regular 
supplies  for  the  fiscal  year  1878-'79,  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  July 
1,  1879,  was  $58,836.22,  which,  with  the  amount  of  that  appropriation 
in  the  hands  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  will,  it  is 
thought,  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  outstanding  indebtedness  on  that  ac- 
count for  the  year. 

Accompanying  this  report,  marked  L,  is  a  special  report  of  transpor- 
tation animals,  veliicles,  and  men  employed  or  kept  at  the  San  Antonio 
dei)ot  and  post — showing  how  employed  and  why  necessary,  and  cost 
of  maintenance — submitted  by  the  chief  quartermaster  department  of 
Texas,  in  comi>liance  with  instructions  from  this  office  of  July  11, 1879. 

MISCELLANEOUS  CLAIMS  AND  ACCOUNTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  12,450  claims,  amounting  to  $6,895,- 
873.70,  and  328  accounts,  in  amount  $51,127.53,  were  on  file,  in  the  aggre- 
gate 12,778  claims  and  accounts,  amounting  to  $6,947,001.32 ;  during  the 
year  2,031  were  received,  amounting  to  $273,472.93  j  total  claims  and 
accounts,  $7,220,474.25. 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  claims  were  approved  for  $9,577.04,  being  a 
deduction  in  the  amount  as  presented  of  $1,170.70;  181  claims  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Trefisury  for  action  of  the  accounting 
officers,  amounting  to  $25,003.64 ;  162  claims,  amounting  to  $124,224.08| 
were  referred  to  other  departments  to  which  they  pertained ;  120  claimB, 
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amounting  to  $25,264.82,  were  rejected ;  863  accoimts,  amounting  to 
$39,303.88.  were  approved,  being  a  deduction  in  the  amount  as  presented 
of  $l,050.o5 ;  445  were  referred  to  other  departments  to  which  they  jyer- 
tained,  amounting  to  $30,964.48 ;  19  accounts,  amounting  to  $682.59, 
were  rejected;  total  disposed  of,  1,905  claims  and  accounts,  amounting, 
as  presented,  to  $257,301.88;  12,513  miscellaneous  claims  and  391  ac- 
counts remain  on  file,  amounting  to  $6,963,172.37. 

The  number  of  miscellaneous  claims  and  accounts  received,  it  will  be 
noticed,  has  been  considerably  greater  during  the  past  year  than  the 
year  immediately  preceding  it ;  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  claims  and 
accounts  has,  however,  been  less  by  about  one-half. 

The  number  of  claims  and  accounts  considered  and  acted  upon  by  this 
branch  of  the  offtce  in  the  past  year  has  also  been  greatly  in  excess  of 
the  number  considered  and  acted  upon  during  any  one  of  the  three  fiscal 
years  preceding  it ;  and  yet  the  number  of  claims  and  accounts  on 
hand  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  f  June  30, 1879)  is  larger  than  the 
year  previous,  though  the  work  has  oeen  prosecuted  with  energy  and 
great  industry. 

There  has  also  been  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  com- 
munications received  and  the  number  of  letters  sent  out. 
.  The  labor  of  this  branch  in  connection  with  the  examination  and  dis- 
posal of  these  claims  and  accounts  has  been  considerable,  and  has  de- 
manded the  unremitting  attention  and  energy  of  the  very  small  number 
of  clerks  engaged.  In  addition  to  this  labor  there  is  involved  upon  this 
branch  the  duty  of  properly  instructing  offtcers  and  others  under  the 
law,  regulations,  orders,  and  decisions  governing  in  all  matters  of  a 
miscellaneous  character^  touching  their  rights  to  quarters  and  fuel,  to 
forage,  to  transportation,  allowance  of  baggage,  mileage,  and  to  re- 
imbursements; also  in  questions  relating  to  extra  duty,  pay,  and  com- 
mutation of  quarters  and  fuel  to  enlisted  men,  under  what  circumstances 
allowed,  &c.,  with  very  many  others. 

Instructions  for  supplying  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
with  the  official  postage-stamps  of  the  War  Department,  with  all  blank 
forms  necessary  in  the  preparation  of  their  returns,  both  money  and 
property,  and  with  tiie  various  books  of  record,  &c.,  emanate  directiy 
from  this  branch  of  the  office. 

The  statement  of  miscellaneous  claims  appended  to  this  report  shows 
that  there  were  on  hand  at  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878, 
12,^10  claims,  amounting  to  $6,895,873.79.  In  these  figures  are  included 
claims  for  services  and  miscellaneous  subjects,  and  small  claims  and 
vouchers  for  quartermaster's  stores  that  have  accumulated  from  time  to 
time  during  and  after  the  war  at  various  offices  of  quartermasters 
throughout  the  country,  and,  not  being  called  for  or  prosecuted,  have 
been  filed  in  this  office  as  the  proper  place  for  their  deposit  and  for  ref- 
erence and  action  when  called  up. 

The  following  statements  exhibit  the  number  and  amounts  of  trans- 
portation claims  and  accounts  and  miscellaneous  claims  and  accounts 
on  hand  July  1, 1878 ;  tJie  number  and  amounts  of  those  received,  and 
the  number  and  amounts  of  those  acted  upon  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1879,  and  those  remaining  on  hand. 
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Statement  of  aocounte  and  cJawu  in  the  transportation  diviHonfQuartermaHer-Oenerars 

Office,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  -loTQ. 


No. 

Amount. 

No. 

Amonnt. 

Kmnber  of  acconnts  and  claimB  snspended  and  awaiting 
action  July  1. 1878 -. 

292 
1,329 

178 

$286, 112  83 

1, 682. 666  73 

393, 868  21 

1,780 

l,fi38 
276 

Annnnnta  rpnftivMl  HtitHtiit  iHa  flRAAl  VAiar 

r^lAiinn  r«r»»ivwl  dliritiff^  tno  flflCAl  VOfl-r-,  »,TTx-»--r 

Total  number  on  liand  and  rscfiivod ................ 

•2,802,617  77 

A crrOTiTitH  wfciTftd  for  M^ttl^'ment  in  flAOftl  voar. .......... 

1,290 

53 

143 

37 

1, 830, 736  29 

9,773  90 

422.631  18 

51,445  84 

Claims  referred  for  settlement  in  fiscal  vear 

Af^coiintn  nnd  claim8  reiect^od  in  flfu*Al  vear  ........... ..r 

AmrmmtA  and  rlnimn  nnfinATidofl  In  flfu*Al  vAAr .. 

Total  accounts  and  claims  referred,  rt?jected,  and 
susnended 

1,814,687  n 

Accounts  awaitins  action  Jnlv  1. 1879 

253 
23 

538,028  61 
10, 031  95 

Claims  awaitinff  action  Jnly  1.  1879 

Tntftl  nnmhAr  n.nt\  AmnnTii; 

648,000  60 

Statement  of  miscellaneous  claims  and  accounts  in  the  (fuartermaster-GemaraVs  OffUse  for  Mo 

fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 


On  hand  July  1,  1878,  which  had  previously  been  sus- 
pendod  or  had  received  no  decisive  action — 

Claims 

Accounts 


Number  of  claims  received  during  the  fiscal  year . .. 
Number  of  accounts  received  during  the  fiscal  year. 


Total  number  on  hand  and  received 

Claims  ajiproved 

Reduction  on  claims  approved 

Claims  referred  to  Third  Auditor  for  action  of  account- 
ing ofticers » , 

Claims  roffrred  to  other  departments 

Claims  reject^^d 

AceountH  ji,i)])roved 

Reduction  on  aeeounts  approved , 

Account 8  referred  to  other  depoilmcnts 

Accounts  rejected 


Total  upon  which  final  action  has  been  taken 

Remaining  on  hand  July  1,  1879 — 

Claims  

Accounts .• 


Total  number  and  amount. 


No. 


12,450 
328 


12,778 

641 

1,390 


115 


181 
162 
120 
863 


445 
19 


12, 513 
391 


Amount. 


$6,895,873  79 
51,127  53 


6. 947. 001  32 

190,  698  12 

82. 774  81 


9, 577  04 
1, 170  70 

25, 063  64 

124, 224  08 

25, 264  82 

39,  303  88 

1,U50  65 

30,964  48 

682  59 


6, 901, 271  63 
61, 900  74 


No. 


14,800 


1,905 


12,904 


Axuoimt. 


07.220,474  25 


257, 301  88 


6, 963, 172  37 


The  braiHibes  of  the  office  under  my  charge  are  composed  as  follows : 
Tranapoitatioii  branch,  one  chief  clerk  (Mr.  T.  W.  Webster),  six  clerks, 
and  two  copyists ;  miscellaneous  claims  and  water  transportation  branch, 
one  chief  clerk  (Mr.  H.  D.  Saxton),  four  clerks,  and  one  copyist ;  regu- 
lar sui)i)lies  branch,  one  chief  clerk  (Mr.  T.  W.  Sanner),  five  clerks ;  and 
indebted  railroad  branch,  H.  K.  Cooper  in  charge. 

All  of  the  work  pertaining  to  the  branches  specified  during  the  fiscal 
year  has  been  done  well.  The  chiefs  of  branches  and  those  under  them 
have  been  diligent  and  attentive  to  their  duties,  and  it  gives  me  pleas- 
ure to  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  the  Quartermaster-GeneraL 

The  foUowing  described  papers  acconii)any  this  report : 

A. — Statement  of  all  troox)S  and  property  transi)oi1:ed  under  the  direc- 


QUABTEBMASTEB-GENERAL.  '  315 

tion  of  the  Quartennaster's  Department  during  tlie  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1879. 

B. — Statement  showing  principal  movements  of  troops  during  the 
fiscal  year,  and  average  length  of  march  or  movement  in  each  case. 

C. — Correspondence  rega^Ung  suspended  land-grant  railroad  accounts, 
including  decision  of  the  Second  Comptroller  as  to  his  interpretation 
of  the  law  of  March  3, 1879,  relating  thereto. 

D. — Ex.  Docs.  No.  28,  Forty-fifthCongress,  third  session,  parts  1  and 
2,  containing  views  of  the  Quartermaster-General  regarding  land-grant 
railroads  as  they  affect  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

E. — Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  for  wagon  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year. 

F. — ^Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  for  water  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year. 

G.— Statement  of  vessels  owned  and  purchased  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

H. — Statement  of  vessels  chartered,  impressed,  and  employed  in  the 
Quartermastei^s  Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

I. — Statement  of  the  indebtedness  of  railway  companies  for  railway 
material,  &c.  purchased  of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year. 

K. — Specifications  for  traveaux. 

L. — Special  report  of  transportation  animals,  vehicles,  and  men 
employed,  &c.  at  San  Antbnio  Depot  and  Post. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEl^Y  C.HODGES, 
Deputy  QtMrtermaster-Oeneral^  V.  8.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster  Oeneral^  U.  S.  A. 
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C — Correspondence  showing  the  interpretation  hy  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  TYeasury  of 
the  provision  of  the  sundry  dvil  appropriation  law  of  March  3, 1879,  appropriating  $300,000 
to  pay  suspended  land-grant  railroad  accounts, 

,  War  Department, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington  J  D.  C,  March  28,  1879. 

Sir  :  The  appropriation  of  $300,000  to  pay  snspended  accounts  of  land-grant  rail- 
roads is  not  clear  and  precise  in  its  phraseology.  If  it  applies  to  all  land-grant 
railroads,  it  will  be  proper  to  endeavor  to  move  forward  all  suspended  land-grant  rail- 
road accounts  towards  settlement. 

The  number  of  such  accounts  lately  filed  in  this  office  is  great. 

If  the  appropriation  of  $300,000  is  payable  only  to  roads  which  have  brought  and 
carried  to  decision  suits  in  the  Supreme  Court,  then  the  accounts  of  such  roads  should 
have  preference,  and  others  can  without  injury  await  further  appropriations. 

I  therefore  reqnest  to  be  authoritatively  instructed  as  to  the  wllowiug  questions: 

1.  Is  the  following  provision  of  the  sundry  civil  appropriation  law  of  March  3,  1879, 
"  For  the  payment  oi  arrears  of  Army  transportation  due  such  land-grant  railroads  as 
have  not  received  aid  in  government  bonds  as  compensation  was  withheld  from  under 
the  acts  of  June  sixteenth  and  twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy -four,  and 
March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  to  be  adjusted  by  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  cases  decided 
under  the  said  acts,  to  be  paid  as  other  Armv  transportation,  but  in  no  event  shall 
m  )re  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  full  amount  allowed  by  the  Quartermaster-General  be 
paid  until  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Claims  be  had  in  each  case,  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, ''  applicable  to  all  land- 
grant  railroads  having  accounts  for  military  transportation  suspended  under  the  acts 
of  June  16  and  22,  1874,  and  March  3,  1875 1 

2.  Is  this  appropriation  applicable  to  payments  only  in  cases,  i.  e,,  in  claims  and 
siiit^,  decided  uy  tlie  Supreme  Court  under  the  said  acts  t 

3.  Is  it  applicable  to  claims  in  which,  under  the  rulings  and  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  Court  of  Claims  has  given  judgment  in  favor  of  the  railroad  t 

4.  Or  is  it  under  the  last  clause  of  this  provision  of  law  applicable  to  claims  in  which 
the  Court  of  Claims  may  have  rendered  decision  since  the  3d  March,  or  may  hereafter 
render  decision  f 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartemuister-Oeneral,  Bvt,  Major-Q^neralj  U,  S,  A, 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Respectfully  transmitted  through  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
the  Second  Comptroller,  with  request  that  an  authoritative  decision  on  the  question 
herein  stated  be  furnished  for  the  guidance  of  officers  of  this  department. 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  War, 
War  Department, 

April  7,  1879. 


Treasury  Department, 

ApHl  12,  1879. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  Second  Comptroller  for  report. 

H.  F.  FRENCH, 
Assistant  Secretary, 


To  the  Comptroller  : 

In  the  matter  of  the  payment  of  $300,000,  appropriated  by  the  sundry  civil  act  of 
March  3,  1879,  to  certain  land-grant  railroad  companies,  referred  by  the  Quarter- 
master-Geueral,  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  April  12,  1879. 

In  the  year  1850,  and  at  various  times  since  almost  down  to  the  present  time,  the 
Congress  has  granted  portions  of  the  public  lands  to  certain  railroad  corporations, 
and  to  several  of  the  States  for  the  use  of  railroad  corporations,  chartered  or  to  be 
chartered  by  said  States,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  their  roads. 

These  grants  were  made  on  certain  conditions  as  to  goveroment  transportation.  The 
conditions  vary  in  some  cases,  but  in  the  cases  of  more  than  forty  of  said  roads  they 
are  the  same,  or  nearly  so,  and  are  substantially  ''that  said  railix>ad  shall  be  and  re- 
main a  public  highway  for  the  use  of  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States,  free  from, 
all  toll  or  other  charge  upon  the  transportation  of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United 
States." 


320         REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

This  condition  Tv-as  held  by  the  legislative  and  execntive  departments  to  require  said 
companies  to  do  the  transportation  of  the  government  without  charge ;  and  tliis  un- 
derstanding was  concurred  in  by  said  railroad  companies  ^eneraUy.  But  some  of  the 
companies  resisted,  and  in  the  cases  of  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad 
Company  rs.  United  States,  and  Atchison,  Topcka  and  Santa  F6  Railroad  Company 
t?«.  United  States,  the  Supreme  Court  decided  at  October  term,  1876  (93  U.  S.,  442),  that 
said  provision  "  secured  to  the  government  the  free  use  of  the  road,  but  does  not  en- 
title the  government  to  have  troops  or  property  transported  by  the  company  free  of 
charge  for  transporting  the  same  " ;  that  the  companies  are  entitled  to  compensation 
for  all  transportation  {lerformed,  subject  to  a  fair  deduction  for  the  use  of  the  roads. 

Congress  has  passed  three  acts  prohibiting  pavment  to  land-grant  railroads,  viz :  Act 
of  June  16,  ltf74  (18  Stats.,  74),  act  of  June  22,  1874  (18  Stats.,  138),  act  of  March  3, 
1875  (18  Stats.,  453). 

The  provisions  of  these  several  acts  are  substantially  the  same;  the  first  two  apply- 
ing only  to  one  year's  appropriations,  and  the  last  being  of  general  application.  It 
provides  "that  no  money  shall  hereafter  be  paid  to  any  railroad  company  for  the 
transportation  of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States  over  any  railroad  which 
in  whole  or  in  part  was  constructed  by  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  public  land  on  condition 
that  snch  railroad  should  be  a  public  highway  for  tlie  use  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  free  from  toll  or  other  charge,  or  upon  any  other  conditions  for  the  use 
of  such  road  for  such  transportation,''  but  this  act  expressly  authorized  such  roada  to 
sue  in  the  Coiut  of  Claims  with  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  two  suits  begun  in  accordance  with  this  provision  resulted  in  the  decision  afcire- 
said  by  the  Supreme  Court,  by  five  of  the  Justices  against  four,  Justices  Clifford,  MiUer, 
Swayne,  and  Davis  dissenting. 

Afti^rwards,  the  Congress,  acquiescing  in  the  Supreme  Court's  decision,  made  an  ap- 
propriation of  $300,000  "for  the  payment  of  arrears  of  Army  transportation  due  such 
land-grant  railroads  as  have  not  received  aid  in  government  bonds  as  compensation 
was  withheld  from,  under  the  acts  of  June  16  and  22,  1874,  and  March  3,  1875,  to  be 
adjusted  by  the  proper  accounting  officers  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  incases  decided  under  the  said  acts,  to  be  paid  as  other  Army  transportation; 
but  in  no  event  shall  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  full  amount  allowed  by  theQnar- 
termaster-Oeneral  be  paid  until  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Claims  be  had  in  each 
case." 

The  language  of  this  provision  seems  somewhat  confused,  as  the  Qnartermaster-Gen- 
eral  says,  which  is  probably  attributable  to  the  fact  that  it  was  several  times  amended 
and  enlarged  in  its  progress  through  Congress.    As'  originally  introduced,  it  was  sim- 

Sly  a  provision  to  pay  to  the  two  companies  in  whose  favor  the  Supreme  Court  had 
ecided.  Bi^t  as  the  grants  of  land  to  many  other  roads  were  made  upon  the  same 
condition  as  that  in  the  two  cases  before  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Congress  extended 
the  provision  and  appropriation  so  as  to  embrace  all  railroad  companies  that  were  in 
the  same  predicament,  or  at  least  in  the  same  category ;  leaving  to  the  accounting  offi- 
cers to  determine  to  which  companies  the  Supreme  Court's  decision  is  applicable. 
This  will  clearly  appear  from  the  proceedings,  especially  in  the  Senate,  relating  to  the 
provision  in  question. 

On  careful  examination  of  the  original  acts  of  Congress  in  the  light  of  the  decision 
of  the  Supremo  Court  referre<l  to,  I  nnd  that  the  following  list  embraces  all  the  com- 
panios  that  will  be  entitled  to  receive  pavment  out  of  the  appropriation  of  $300,000  in 
the  act  of  March  3, 1879,  in  case  payment  has  been  withheld  from  them  under  the  three 
acts  referred  to  therein.  This  list  corresponds  with  the  list  furnished  by  the  Quarter- 
master-General, transmitted  to  Congress  b^  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  February 
24,  1879,  namely: 

1.  Alabama  and  Chattanooga.     11  Stats.,  17. 

2.  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  ¥6.    12  Stats.,  772. 

3.  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit  (Florida).    11  Stats.,  15. 

4.  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy  (Iowa  Division).     11  Stats.,  9. 

5.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Saint  Paul  (Iowa  and  Minnesota  Division) ;  Milwankee 
and  Saint  Paul  (Iowa  and  Minnesota  Division).    11  Stats.,  195. 

6.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Saint  Paul,  Iowa  and  Dakota  Division  (Milwaukee  and 
Saint  Paul).     13  Stats.,  72. 

7.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Saint  Paul,  La  Cross  and  Madison  and  Portage  Division 
(Milwaukee  and  Saint  Paul,  La  Cross  Division).     11  Stats.,  20. 

H.  Chicago  and  Northwestern,  Iowa  Division  (Cedar  Rapids  and  Missouri  Biver) 
11  Stat«.,  9. 

9.  Chicago  and  Northwestern  (Minnesota  Division).     11  Stats.,  9. 

10.  Chicago  and  Northwestern  (Wisconsin  Division),  Chicago,  Saint  Paul  and  Fond 
du  Lac.     11  Stats.,  9. 

11.  Chicago  and  Northwestern  (Peninsular  Division).    11  Stats.,  9. 

12.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific.     11  Stats.,  9. 
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13.  Fliut  and  Pere  Marquette.    11  Stats.,  21. 

14.  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana.     11  Stats.,  21. 

15.  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph.     10  Stats.,  8;  12  Stats.,  614. 

16.  IlUnoia  Central  (Chicago  Division).    9  Stats.,  446. 

17.  Illinois  Central  (Northern  Division).    9  Stats.,  446. 

18.  Illinois  Central  (Iowa  Division).     11  Stats.,  9. 

19.  Jacksonville,  Pensacola  and  Mobile.     11  Stats.,  15. 

20.  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston.     12  Stats.,  772. 

21.  Louisville  and  Great  Southern  (South  and-North  Alabama).     11  Stats.,  17. 

22.  Marquette,  Houghton  and  Ontonagon.     11  Stats.,  21. 

23.  Missouri  Pacific  (Pacific  Railroad  of  Missouri,  Atlantic  and  Pacific).    10  Stats.,  8. 

24.  Mobile  and  Girard.     11  Stats.,  17. 

25.  Mobile  and  Montgomerv.     11  Stats.,  15. 

26.  Mobile  and  Ohio.     9  Stats.,  446. 

27.  Morgan\s  Louisiana  and  Texas.    11  Stats.,  18. 

28.  North  Wisconsin. 

29.  Pensacola  (Alabama  and  Florida,  Pensacola  and  Louisiana).     11  Stats.,  15. 

30.  Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton.     11  Stats.,  17. 

31.  Saint  Louis  and  San  Francisco  (Atlantic  and  Pacific,  Southwest  Branch  Pacific 
of  Missouri).     10  Stats.,  8. 

32.  Saint  Paul  and  Duluth  (Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi).     13  Stats.,  64. 

33.  Saint  Paul  and  Pacific.     11  Stats.,  195;  1:}  Stats.,  526. 

M.  Saint  Paul  and  Pacific  (Saint  Vincent  Extension).     11  Stats.,  195;  13  Stats.,  526. 

35.  Saint  Paul  and  Sioux  City  and  Sioux  City  and  Saint  Paul.     11  Stats.,  195. 

36.  Texas  and  Pacific  (Southern  Division),  from  Shreveport  to  Texas  line.  16 
Stats.,  573. 

37.  Vicksbnrg  and  Meridian.     11  Stat«.,  30. 

38.  Vicksbnrg,  Shreveport  and  Texas.     11  Stats.,  18. 

39.  West  Wisconsin.     11  Stats.,  20. 

40.  Western  Railroad  of  Minnesota  (branch  of  Saint  Paul  and  Pacific).  11  Stats., 
195. 

41.  Wisconsin  Central.     13  Stats.  ,66. 

The«e,  as  I  understand,  are  all  the  companies  that  can  be  entitled  to  the  relief 
afforded  by  the  provision  referred  to  in  the  act  of  March  3, 1879,  and  of  course  only 
such  of  these  as  payment  has  been  withheld  from  under  the  acts  of  1874  and  1875.  If 
any  other  company  shall  be  found  to  be  entitled  it  may  be  added  hereafter.  The  caae 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  will  be  considered  separately. 

I  understand  from  you  that  it  has  oeen  already  determined  that  the  sum  appropri- 
ated is  not  to  be  distributed  pro  rata  among  the  several  companies  entitled,  but  that 
the  amount  payable  is  to  be  paid  in  full  to  each  company  in  the  order  of  the  filing  of 
the  claims.  I  suppose  the  filing  either  with  the  Quartermaster-General,  the  Third  Au- 
ditor, or  the  Court  of  Claims,  should  be  considered  as  proper  filing  under  the  rule. 

The  act  provides  that  the  payment  shall  not  exceed  50  per  cent,  of  the  full  amount 
allowed  by  the  Quartermaster-General. 

As  the  finding  of  the  Quartermaster-General  is  always  subject  to  be  admitted  by  the 
accounting  officers,  the  payment  should  be  50  per  cent,  of  the  amount  allowed  by  the 
Quartermaster- General,  as  admitted  by  the  accounting  oflBcers. 

Tht?  foregoing  general  statements  will  perhaps  suflSciently  answer  the  inquiries  of 
the  Quartermaster-General,  but  I  recommend  that  the  following  more  distinct  answers 
be  made  to  his  several  questions,  namely : 

1.  The  provision  quoted  is  applicable  to  all  land-grant  railroads  (not  subsidized) 
having  account's  suspended ;  that  is,  having  compensation  withheld  under  the  acts  of 
1874  and  1875. 

2.  The  appropriation  is  applicable  not  only  to  the  cases  actually  decided  by  the 
Su]>reme  Court,  but  to  the  cases  of  all  roads  in  the  same  category ;  that  is,  whose 
charters  contain  the  same  condition  as  to  government  transportation,  and  are  there- 
fore embraced  in  the  decision. 

3.  The  provision  is  applicable,  or  would  be  applicable,  to  claims  in  which,  under 
the  mlinjjH  and  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  tiie  Court  of  Claims  has  given  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  railroad,  though  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  yet  such  a  case. 

4.  I  tlo  not  understand  that  the  last  clause  of  the  provision  is  intended  to  describe 
tile  roads  or  limit  the  niunber  or  character  of  the  roads  that  are  entitled  to  the  relief 
afforded  by  the  provisions,  but  merely  to  prohibit  payment  to  any  of  said  roads 
of  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  amount  due  until  after  said  roads  shall  have  gone 
to  the  Court  of  Claims  and  recovered  judgment  for  some  amount  above  the  50  per  cent, 
paid. 

A.  THOMAS, 

Chief  of  Division, 
May  15,  1879. 

21  W 
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Treasury  Department,  Second  Comptroller's  Office, 

May  19,  1879. 

Re8i)ectfiilly  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War  through  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

1.  I  know  at  present  of  no  sufficient  ground  for  excluding  from  the  oi>eration  of  the 
witliin-recited  provision  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1879,  any  accounts  for  military  trans- 
portation upon  which  action  has  been  suspended  under  the  a€t«  of  June  16  and  22, 
1874,  and  March  3,  1875. 

2.  I  think;that  payment  out  of  this  appropriation  is  not  confined  to  the  paitioolar 
cases  or  claims  that  have  been  litigated  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

3.  I  think  this  appropriation  is  applicable  to  claims  in  which,  under  the  nilinga  and 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Court  of  Claims  has  given  judgment  in  favor  of 
the  railroads,  subject,  however,  to  a  question  whether  other  claimants  of  thia  appro- 
priation may  not  be  entitled  to  insist  that  such  judgments  shall  be  satisfied  out  of 
some  other  appropriation ;  and  as  to  whether  such  right  exists  in  favor  of  other  claim- 
ants, I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  express  an  opinion  until  the  respective  cases  shall 
come  before  this  office  for  decision. 

4.  I  think  the  same  question  may  arise  in  regard  to  payment  of  claims  mentioned  in 
the  4th  interrogatory,  and  that  unless  excludinl  on  that  ground  the  $300,000  is  appli- 
cable to  their  payment. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  inclosed  opinion  of  Mr.  Alfred  Thomas,  of  this  ofiQce. 

W.  W.  UPTON,  Cmnpiroller. 

Treasury  Department, 

May  20,  1879.  , 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  SHERMAN,  Secretary. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  with  the  opinion  of  the  honor- 
able Second  CompcroUor,  containing  answers  to  the  questions  herein  asked. 

G.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  JTar, 
War  Department,  May  28,  1879. 


D. — Executive  Document  No,  28,  Forty-fifth  Congress^  third  session^  Parts  1  and  2,  contain- 
ing views  of  th^  Quartennaster-Chneral  regarding  land-grant  railroads  as  they  affect  the 
Quartermaster* 8  Department. 

[Senato  Ex.  Doc.  No.  28,  Forty-fifth  Congress,  third  sesaioo.] 

Letter  from  tho  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  payments 
to  land-grant  railroads  for  the  transportation  of  property  or  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  recommending  th§  passage  of  Senate  bill  48i5,  to  repeal  certain  provisions 
of  tlio  act  of  June  16,  1874,  an(l  March  3,  1875,  respectively,  making  appropriations 
for  tho  HUi)i)ort  of  the  Army,  with  certain  amendments. 

January  16,  1879.— Ordered  to  lie  on  tho  table  and  be  printed. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City^  January  14,  1879. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  United  States  Senate  a  report 
of  the  QuarterniaHter-Geuoral,  dated  January  6,  1879,  njmn  Senate  bill  No.  485,  Forty- 
fifth  Congress,  second  session,  re]>ealing  the  law  prohibiting  payments  to  land-grant 
railroads  for  the  transportation  of  propt^rty  or  troops  of  the  Unite<l  States ;  also,  another 
from  the  name  officer,  dated  January  8,  1879,  inclosing  copies  of  letters  of  sundry  rail- 
road officers,  showing  difficulties  in  dealing  with  land-grant  railroads. 

The  Quart cmiaster-General  recommends  the  passage  of  the  bill  with  certain  amend- 
ments, and  that  the  necessary  legislation  to  define  the  rights  of  the  railroa<l  companies 
and  of  the  government  be  had  at  the  ])resent  session  of  CouCTess.  These  recommenda- 
tions have  my  api)roval,  and  action  in  accordance  therewitTi  is  requested. 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  IVar, 
The  President 

of  the  United  States  Senate. 

War  Department, 
Quautkrmaster-Gknerai/s  Office, 

Washington^  D.  C,  January  6,  1879. 

Sir  :  Having  reft'ronco  to  Senate  bill  No.  485  and  report  No.  4G3,  Forty-fifth  Congroas, 
econd  session,  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General  on  the  5th  ultimo  for  his  views 
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• 

*'  as  to  tlio  legislation  proposed,"  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
bill ;  amended,  however,  as  follows :   * 

1.  The  title  of  the  bill  should  be  amended  by  inserting  after  the  words  "June  six- 
teenth" the  words  and  twenty-aeoond, 

2.  In  line  4,  section  1,  after  the  word  "  sixteenth"  add  and  Ucenty-second, 

3.  In  line  23,  section  1,  strike  out  the  words  "twenty-five"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  thirfy-three  and  one  third. 

4.  Ill  line  24,  section  1,  strike  out  the  word  "accounts"  and  in  lien  thereof  insert 
the  woTils  tariff  rates. 

5.  In  line  30,  section  1,  strike  ont  the  words  "  twenty-two  And  one -half "  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  thirty-three  and  one-third, 

6.  In  line  31,  section  1,  strike  out  the  word  "accounts"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the 
words  tariff  rates. 

7.  In  lines  34,  35,  and  36,  section  1,  strike  out  the  words  "  to  transport  its  said  prop- 
erty and  troops  hereafter  over  land-grant  railways  free  from  toll  or  other  charge  "  and 
in  lien  thereof  insert  the  following:  to  the  use  hereafter  of  the  land-grant  railicaySj  em- 
braced in  sections  1  and  2  of  this  actj  as  public  highways,  free  from  toll  or  other  charge  upon 
the  transportation  of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  this  act 
shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize  the  reopening  and  readjustment  of  any  account 
heretofore  settled  with  any  railroad  company  for  services  rendered  prior  to  the  passage 
of  this  act. 

8.  Add  sections  3  and  4,  as  follows : 

ISec.  3.  That  all  railroad  companies  whose  railroads  have  been  constrnct'ed,  or  that 
may  hereafter  be  constructed,  by  aid  of  grants  of  public  lands  or  bonds  of  the  United 
States,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  keep  said  railroads  in  repair  and  use,  and 
shall  at  all  times  transport  troops,  munitions  of  war,  supplies,  public  stores,  and  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  over  said  railroads  whenever  required  to  do  so  by  any  de- 
partment of  the  government  thereof,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  and  upon  such 
"transportation  requests,"  "orders,"  and  "bills  of  lading"  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  department  requiring  the  transportation :  that  the  government  shall  at  all  times 
have  the  preference  in  the  use  of  said  railroaas  for  all  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  at 
the  rates  and  on  the  conditions  named  in  section  one  of  this  act ;  and  in  case  any  of 
said  railroad  companies,  their  successors  or  assigns,  shall  at  any  time  fail  or  re^se  to 
transport  promptly  the  troops,  munitions  of  war,  supplies,  pubhc  stores,  and  property 
aforesaid,  when  delivered  to  them  for  transportation  by  the  proper  officers  or  agents 
of  the  government,  or  to  forward  over  their  respective  railroads  any  troops,  munitions 
of  war,  supi)lies,  public  stores,  and  property  aforesaid,  when  delivered  to  said  railroads 
by  any  of  tneir  connecting  lineii^  then  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  take 
such  measures  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  secure  the  prompt  transportation  of  the  troops  and  property  aforesaid, 
and  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  of  the  several  actsffrant- 
ing  lands  or  bonds  of  the  United  States  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  railroads 
aforesaid  in  respect  of  the  transportation  of  the  troops  and  property  of  the  United 
States,  by  taking  possession  of  said  company's  raiLroad,  its  equipment,  and  all  things 
connected  therewith,  or  such  portion  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  or  perform 
the  transportation  required,  and  by  causing  such  proceedings  to  be  instituted  against 
any  such  railroad  company  as  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  transport  the  troops,  munitions  of 
war,  supplies,  public  stores,  and  property  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid  as  may  be 
necessary  to  enforce  the  penalty  named  in  section  four  of  this  act :  Promded,  That  no 
railroad  shall  be  taken  possession  of  under  the  authority  conferred  by  this  act  except 
on  special  orders  from  the  President  of  the  United  Stateis  given  at  the  time,  and  when 
the  public  interests  imi)eratively  require  the  prompt  transportation  of  the  troops  or 
property. 

Shc.  4.  That  any  railroad  company  embraced  in  the  provisions  of  this  act  that  shall 
refuse,  neglect,  delay,  or  fail  to  promptly  transport  the  troops,  munitions  of  war, 
supplies,  public  stores,  and  property  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid  shall,  for  each 
and  every  such  refusal,  neglect,  delay,  or  failure,  be  liable  for,  and  forfeit  and  pay  to 
the  Unit'ed  States,  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  nor  more  than  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to  be  recovered  by  civil  action,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  in  any  Territorial,  district,  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  Territory,  district,  or  circuit  in  which  any  portion  of  said  railroad  or  its  general 
oflices  may  be  situated ;  and  in  case  of  suit  in  any  such  Territory,  district,  or  circuit, 
process  may  be  served  upon  any  agent  or  officer  of  said  railroad  company,  its  succes- 
sors or  assigns,  found  in  the  Territory,  district,  or  circuit  in  which  such  suit  may  be 
brought,  and  such  service  shall  be  held  by  the  court  to  be  good  and  sufficient. 

The  necessity  for  these  amendments  is — 

1.  That  the  act  of  June  22,  1874,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  government  for  the  fiscal  vears 
ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three  and  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-four,  and  for  other  purposes,"  forbids  payment  of  any  money  appropriated  by 
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tLat  act  to  the  land-crant  railroads ;  hence  the  repeal  of  that  act  is  required,  as  mnch 
as  that  of  the  actb  of  June  10,  1874,  aud  March  8,  1875,  so  that  payment  may  be  made 
for  transportation  furnished  in  the  ilscal  years  ending  June  30, 1873,  and  1874,  as  well 
as  for  subsequent  years. 

The  title  of  the  bill  should,  of  course,  be  amended  to  correspond  to  the  bill  if  that 
is  modified. 

2.  All  transportation  performed  for  the  United  States  by  these  land-grant  railroad 
com]>anies  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  acis  above  n*ferred  to  was  perjormed  with  the 
knowledge,  understanding,  aud  assent  of  the  railroad  companies  and  the  government 
that  31^  ])er  centum  of  ta'rift'  rates  would  be  deducted  in  settlement  for  the  service. 

Instructions  had  been  given  by  the  War  Department,  from  time  to  time,  ba^ed 
u])on  its  construction  of  the  land-grant  laws,  to  make  such  deduction  in  all  caseJi  in 
the  settlement  of  accounts  for  military  transportation ;  notice  that  such  de<lactioDs 
would  he  made  was  given  the  railroad  companies  in  the  "  bills  of  lading"  and  "trans- 
portation requests,"  or  tickets  issued  for  government  transportation:  the  railroad 
companies  accepted  the  bills  of  lading  and  requests  or  tickets,  and  perrorme*!  service 
thereunder.  In  the  suits  of  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Companies 
against  the  United  States,  canied  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  decided  in  favor  of  the 
companies,  the  Court  of  Claims  held  that  the  services  sued  for  (from  March  31,  1874, 
to  A]»ril  1,  1875)  "were  peifonned  at  an  agreed  deduction  of  X\i  percent,  from  the 
ordinary  tariff  rates."  It  was  admitted  by  the  companies  that  they  agreed  to  perform 
the  service  for  C()|  per  cent,  of  their  tariff  charges,  and  that  the  government  agreed 
to  make  ])ayment  accor«lingly.  The  agreement  wasnothing  more  than  the  instructions 
of  the  War  Department  governing  paynu-nts  for  such  service,  the  bills  of  lading,  and 
rc<iiu'sts  issued  for  the  transportation  on  which  the  transportation  had  l>een  f^imished, 
and  the  ])ractice  for  upwards  of  thirteen  years  of  making  such  deductions  in  paying 
for  services  rendered.  Similar  bills  of  lading  and  requests  were  issued  to  other  rail- 
road companies,  were  accepted  by  most  of  them,  and  the  required  transportation 
furnished.  Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Jmie  1(5,  1874,  all  land-grant  railroad  com- 
panies furnishing  transportation  for  the  War  Department  have  been  notified  in  the 
uills  of  lading  and  reouests  that  paynu>nt  for  the  transT)ortati(m  was  forbidden  by  law. 

The  suit  of  the  Atcuison,  Ttipeka  and  Santa  F6  Railroa<l  Ccmipany  embraced  trans- 
portation furnished  on  bills  of  lading  issued  before  and  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
June  16,  1874.  Notwithstanding  Hhis,  the  Court  of  Claims  held  that  *'11ie  services 
were  performed  at  an  agreed  dediiction  of  I^J^  ])er  cent,  from  tlie  ordinary  tariff  rates." 
As  other  railroad  <'ompanies  furnished  transixu-tation  under  similar  ciivumst-ances,  and 
with  like  notice  as  to  ]>ayni<'nt,  it  seems  to  me  ]>ro])er  that  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
Court  of  Claims  should  govern  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  «)f  other  land-grant  rail- 
road coni]mnies,  i.  c,  that  the  i>er  centum  of  dediu'tion  from  tariff  rates  should  be 
unifonn  as  to  all  railroads  for  services  rendered  prior  to  the  ]>asHage  of  the  bill  under 
consideration.  Each  company  fixes  its  own  tariff  rates.  These  rates  vary,  8<»ine  l>cing 
more  and  some  less  than  other  rojuls,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  8er\'ice  to  be  per- 
formed and  the  cost  of  performing  the  servicre.  It  is  believexl  that  under  these  circum- 
stances a  uniform  measure  of  deduction  will  work  no  injustice  to  any  railroad  company 
for  all  services  heretofore  rendere<l,  an»l  ]>articularly  in  view  of  the  frequent  change's 
in  the  rat<'s  nnd  the  varying  ]>ropnrti(m  of  ex]>enses  to  receipts  of  road. 

3.  To  the  third  and  fifth  amendments  it  is  suggested  that  the  requirement  that  the 
percentage  named  shall  he  deducted  from  the  accounts  of  the  railroad  companies  is 
liable  to  the  construction  that  the  deduction  must  be  made  from  the  accounts  as  pre- 
sented bj'  the  conii)anii*s,  without  ri*gard  to  the  rates  charged  ;  in  other  wonls,  that 
the  compani«*s  may  ]>re])are  their  accounts  for  trans])ortation  at  such  rat<w  ns  they 
think  j»roi»er  to  charge,  without  reference  to  the  rates  charged  the  public  for  similar 
transportation,  and  if  the  deduction  is  made  from  the  total  sum  chargeil  the  law  is 
com])lied  with.  It  is  also  suggested  that  the  l>ill  as  drawn  would  require^  the  deduc- 
tion to  be  mnde  in  all  cases  in  thcs  final  settlement  of  accounts,  even  tliough  the  gov- 
eriniH'nt  had  by  contrai't  or  special  arrangement,  as  is  frecpiently  done,  secured  the 
trans] >ortation  at  less  than  the  regular  tariff  rates  with  the  land-grant  deducrtion.  It 
is  belit^ve^l  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  bill  to  ]»rovi<l(^  that  the  deduction  shall  l)e 
madi' from  the  onlinnry  rat«'s  at  which  transpcu'tat ion  is  furnished  the  public.  The 
amendment  will  make  it  confonn  to  that  intention  without  furnishing  oi>i>ortuuity  to 
give  the  l)ill  tin*  construction  Hugg<'ste«l. 

4.  In  tixing  the  measure  of  the  value  of  the  us<'  to  the  government  of  a  railroad  as 
a  highway,  contlicring  views  are  entertained  by  railroatl  men  and  tln*orists,  varying 
from  1'^  to  7ff>  ]M*r  cent.,  according  lo  t\ieir  s<'veral  modes  of  calculation  aud  upon  dil- 
ferent  railroads. 

Without  discussing  these  conflicting  o])inions,  itisproper  that  the  government  should 
consider  the  matter  with  es]>«'cial  n*fereuce  to  the  diurision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that 
the  (/onrnmmt^  utidcr  the  land-ifiaiit  hiwx,  in  entitled  ouhj  to  the  free,  une  of  the  railroad,  not 
to  the  equipment,  rolUtuj-ntnck,  »Vc. ;  aud  that  it  itt  not  entitled  to  hare  its  troops  and  propertif 
transported  by  the  C4)mpanies  o>'er  their  re^pectire  railroads  free  of  charge.     That  the  com' 
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panics  are  entitled  to  compensation  for  all  transportation  performed  by  themj  respectively^  of 
troops  and  properly  of  the  government^  subject  to  a  fair  deduction  for  the  use  of  their  respect- 
ive railroads.  Viewing  the  matter  from  this  standpoiDt,  two  questions  arise:  what 
compensation  shall  be  awarded  to  the  companies  K>r  their  services,  and  how  shall 
it  be  ascertained  f  The  railroad  companies  are  required  to  build  the  roads,  keep  them 
in  ordt^r,  and  give  tlie  government  the  free  use  of  them.  The  roads  once  built  the  ad- 
ditional expense  to  be  incurred  by  the  companies  is:  cost  of  repairs,  renewals,  taxes, 
and  insurance  on  such  structures  as  properly  belong  to  the  roadway,  and  a  proper 
proportion  of  salaries.  Assuming,  as  we  have  a  right  to  do,  that  the  government  re- 
quires the  exclusive  use  of  the  roads,  we  have  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  road,  inclu- 
ding renewals,  taxes,  insurance,  salaries,  and  like  expenses,  as  the  measure  of  the 
yearly  value  of  the  use  of  the  roads  to  the  United  States.  Were  there  no  other  ele- 
ments that  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  matter,  the  government  could  ask 
nothing  further  of  the  companies,  and  the  companies  could  ask  nothing  from  the 
government.  But  there  is  service  to  be  performed  ;  the  government  expects  the  com- 
panies to  perform  it.  and  the  companies  are  entitled  to  be  reimbursed  for  their  outlay 
in  doing  the  work,  oesides  an  additional  sum  as  compensation  or  profits. 

Taritw  of  railroad  companies  are  fixed  with  a  view  to  covering  all  expenses  inci- 
dent to  keeping  in  repair  and  operating  the  railroads,  including  interest  on  bonds, 
tuxes,  insurance,  &.C.,  and  profits.  Some  of  the  items  that  go  to  make  up  the  grand 
total  of  all  expenses  or  outlay  it  would  be  improper  to  include  in  fixing  the  charges 
for  government  transportation,  such,  for  instance,  as  interest  on  bonds  issued  for  con- 
■struction,  and. renewal  of  roa<l;  purchase  of  equipment  worn  out  and  not  now  in 
use  ;  dividends  on  stock  expended  in  construction  and  reconstruction  of  road,  and  pur- 
chase of  cquijiment  not  in  use ;  cost  of  maintenance,  and  renewal  of  roadway ;  taxes  and 
insurance  on  roadway  and  structures  properly  belonging  to  the  realty ;  salaries  inci- 
dent to  and  chargeable  to  maintenance  of  way,  and  profits  on  use  of  the  roads ;  for 
the  companies  are  required  to  provide  (build)  the  roads,  keep  them  in  repair,  and  give 
the  government  the  use  of  them  **  free  from  toll  or  other  cnarge,''  and  as  money  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  equipment  that  has  become  unserviceable  forms  no  part  of 
the  actual  cost  of  transportation,  the  government  should  bear  no  part  of  the  cost  or 
expense  incident  to  its  purchase.  Eliminating  these  and  like  items  from  the  gross 
«arnings  of  the  roads,  we  have  a  sum  which  may  be  taken  as  fair  and  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  the  services  rendered,  and^the  relation  that  the  sum  so  ascertained  bears 
to  the  gross  earnings  will  represent  the  proportion  or  percentage  of  tariff  charges  to 
be  paid  for  government  transportation.  This  system  is  believed  to  be  as  nearfy  cor- 
rect as  any  that  can  be  devised,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  but  a  small  part  of  all  the 
business  done  by  the  roads  is  government  business,  and  that  tariffs  are  framed  to  cover 
transportation  of  all  kinds  and  frt>m  all  sources,  outlay  of  all  kinds,  and  profits. 

Another  method,  one  perhaps  as  equitable,  and  that  would  probably  give  nearly  like 
results,  would  be  to  fix  the  percentage  on  the  basis  or  plan  of  reimbursing  the  com- 
panies the  cost  of  doing  the  work,  i.  e.,  the  transportation  expenses,  and  give  them, 
in  addition,  a  proper  share  of  the  profits,  apportioned  on  the  basis  of  the  ratio  of  the 
cost  of  maintenance  of  way  to  transportation  expenses,  the  government  retaining  the 
proportion  of  the  gross  earnings  applicable  to  expenses  of  maintenance  of  way  and 
protit«  thereon.  For  instance,  railway  companies  are  formed  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing and  maintaining  railways,  and  of  transporting  passengers  and  freight ;  their 
charges  on  transportation  are  imi)osed  with  a  view  to  cover,  the  expenses  of  both  these 
operations,  and  a  reasonable  profit  thereon  ;  the  profits  are  profits  on  the  operations 
of  the  companies  in  their  twofold  character — owners  of  railways  and  public  carriers 
of  persons  and  fi*eight — their  expenses  are  apportioned  to  expenses  of  maintenance  of 
way  and  transportation  expenses,  and  if  properly  apportioned  should  cover  and  in- 
clude all  the  expenses  incident  to  these  operations.  In  a  table  compileil  by  the  Audi- 
tor of  Railway  Accounts  from  Poor's  Manual  for  1878,  the  total  expenses  of  all  the 
railroads  in  the  United  States  for  maintenance  of  roads  and  transportation  expenses 
are  stated  at  |:302,290,3'i3,  apportioned  as  follows :  to  maintenance  of  way,  $90,71:^,372  ; 
to  transportation  expenses,  $211,576,951. .  The  total  earnings  for  the  same  period  were 
$473,517,466 ;  actual  profit  on  the  business  of  the  companies,  $171,227,143,  or  56.64  per 
cent,  on  the  money  expended.  It  may  fairly  be  assumed  that  the  companies  expected 
and  derived  as  much  profit,  proportionately,  from  the  use  of  the  road  as  from  actual 
transpoitation,  and  that  the  percentage  of  profit  on  one  was  equal  to  the  percentage 
of  profit  on  the  other.  In  this  view  of  the  case  the  profits  on  the  money  expended  in 
maintenance  of  roads  were  56.64  per  cent,  on  an  outlay  of  $90,713,372;  equal*  to 
$r)l,:{82,775,  and  on  money  expended  for  transportation  purposes  56.64  per  cent,  on  an 
outlay  of  $211,576,951 ;  equal  to  $119,843,532.  The  earnings  and  profits  from  use  of 
roads'were  therefore  $90,713,372  plus  $51,382,775,  or  $142,096,147,  a  sum  to  which  the 
government  was  not  called  upon  or  exi)ected  to  contribute  in  any  manner  whatever, 
while  the  earnings  and  profits  from  transportation  were  $211,576,951  plus  $119,843,532, 
or  §331,420,48:^,  which  the  government  did  contribute  to  according  to  its  proportion  of 
the  transportation  done  by  the  oompanies ;  this  is  equivalent  to  paying  the  companies 
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Name  of  company. 

From — 

To- 

MUes. 

26 

Mobile  and  Ohio,  Alabama. 

Mississippi,  Tennessee  ana 

Kentucky. 
Morgan's      Louisiana     and 

Tt;xas,  Louisiana. 
North  Wisconsin,  Wisconsin 

Pensacola.  Florida .  .......... 

Mobile.  Ala 

Colnmbus,  Ky 

Monran  Citv.  La ^-_,_,,^. 

472 

27 

New  Orieana  La   ........... 

80 

28 

Saint  Croix  River 

West  end  of  Lake  Superior, 
with  a  branch  from  some 
point  on  the  railroad  to 
Bayfield. 

To  J  unction  with  Mobile  and 
Montgomery  Railroad. 

Eleven  miles  north  of  Jack- 
sonville, Ala. 

SnriucEfield.  Mo.... .....••.. 

29 

Pensacola.  Fla 

44 

30 
31 

Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton,  Ala- 
bama. 

Saint  Louis  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, Missouri. 

Saint  Paul  and  Duluth,  Min- 
nesota. 

Sinint  Pnni  And  PRcifln.  niAin 

Selma,  Ala 

Saint  Lonis.  Mo 

156 
242 

(Saint Paul  Minn 

Dnlnth.  Minn --.. 

155 

32 
33 

<  Branch  ft-om  White  Bear 

(       Lake. 

Saint  Paul  Minn 

Stillwater,  Minn 

Breckinridge,  Minn 

Saint  Vincent.  Dak   

13 
217 

i      line,  MinnoHota. 
34     Sttint  Paul  and  Pacific.  Saint 

Saint  Paul,  via  Saint  Cloud, 
Minn. 

Saint  Paul.  Minn 

Vincent   Extenaion^    Min- 
nesota.* 

35      Sniiit    Pniil    nnil    RintiT    Hitv 

Sioux  Citv.  Iowa ..-.. 

270 

36 

and  Sioux  Citv  and  Saint 
l*aul,  Minnesota. 
Tf'TAA  iinil  Pnoiflo  /SnnthAm 

Shrevenort.  La 

Texas  State  line 

1      (liviHion),  Louisiana. 

37  Vicksbure     and    Meridian, 

Miasisaippi. 

38  1  Vickaburg,  Shreveport  and 
1      Texas.  Louisiana. 

39  'Wf'at  WiniMinnln.  Wiflconsin. . 

•Tflo-knon.  Miss  t ,..- 

Meridian.  Miss 

95 

Delta,  La 

Eleven  miles  south  of  War- 
rens, Wis. 

Saint  Paul,  via  Crow  Wing, 
Minn. 

Poi-tage,  via  Stevens  Point.. 

MonT'O**.  T41 ^^-T, ,,.,.. 

72 

Hndson,  Wis 

156 

40 
41 

Western  Railroad  of  Minne- 
sota, Minuesota. 
Wisconsin  Central 

Brainent  on  the  Northern 

Pacific  Railroad. 
Bayfield,  thenc«to  Superior, 

on  Lake  Superior. 

136 

*  In  o|>eration  to  Alexandria,  141  miles  from  Saint  PauL 


2d.  Tlio  second  class  eiuhriices  those  railroads  to  which  grants  of  land  were  made  on 
condition  thai  the  companien  owninff  or  operating  the  railroads  nhall  at  all  times  iranBport  the 
troops  and  property  of  the  United  States  f  res  of  all  costj  charge^  or  expense  to  the  United  Statt^t 

to  wit : 


Name  of  company. 


1  Central  Parifio  (Oregon  divis- 
;      ion),  Califomia. 

2  I  Chicago.Milwaukeeand Saint 
i*aul(Hastiii;j:sand  Dakota 
divisions),  Mlnncsola. 

Littb^  Rock  and  Fort  Smith, 

A  rkansas. 
Memphis  and   Little  Rock, 
s  Arkansas. 
Michigan  (.-entral  (Saginaw 

and  Mackinaw  divisions), 

Michigan.* 
MiHHouri,  Kansas  and  Texas, 

Kiiusas. 


3 
4 

5 


7 
8 
9 


Oregon  and  California,  Oregon 

Southern  Minnesota,  Minne- 
sota. 

S;iint  r^uis,  Iron  Mountain 
and  South<>m,  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 


From — 


Junction  with  Central  Pa- 
cific Railroad. 
Hastings,  Minn 


Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Mississippi  River,  opposite 

Meiii])iiis. 
Aiuboy,  Mich 


Junction  City. 


MUea. 


Southern  boundary  of  Ore- 
gon. 
Western  boundary  of  the 

State. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 


168| 

185 


I 


Straits  of  Mackinac 


Simthem  bonndary  of  Kan-      182. 56 
sas,  and  to  Fort  Smith, 
wiif*n  the  Indian  title  la 
extinguished. 

Portland,  Oregon Stmtlieiu  boundary  of  the 

State. 

Western  bonndary  of  the  \. 
State.  t 

Texas  State  boundary  at  |. 
Texarkana.  ' 


MissiHsippi  River,  opposit^s 
Im.  Crosse,  Wis. 

Mississipi)!  River,  opposite 
Cain).  111.,  via  I'oiihir  Bluff, 
Mo.,  and  Little  Ruck,  Ark. 


I 


■nurt 


*('onstmcted  and  in  operation  as  a  land-grant  railroad  only  fr<nn  Lansing  to  Bay  City,  Mich.,  thenoe 
>i-thward.    That  portion  of  the  i-ood  from  Jackson  to  Liansing  is  not  a  land-grant  rood. 
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lation  to  paying  for  the  services  rendered,  thereby  compelling  the  department  to  seek 
other  means  of  conveyance,  at  greater  cost  to  the  government,  and  depriving  the 
Army  for  a  time  of  much-needed  supplies  and  re-enforcements.  A  case  is  now  under 
consideration  in  which  stores  shipped  from  Augusta,  Ga.,  to  Key  West,  a  distance  of 
G87  miles,  have  been  stopped  at  Femandina,  Fla.,  because  the  Atlantic,  Gulf,  and 
West  India  Transit  Railroad  Company  (a  land-grant  railroad  company)  has  refused 
to  forward  them  over  its  road  to  Cedar  Keys,  the  nearest  point  in  communica- 
tion with  Key  West,  thereby  compelling  the  department  to  send  the  stores  from  Fer- 
naudina  back  to  Savannah,  thence  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  by  water  to  Key  West, 
a  distance  of  1,443  miles;  making  the  total  distance  which  the  stores  were  carriea 
1,675  miles,  instead  of  678  miles  by  the  direct  route. 

Sixty-six  railroad  companies  have  received  grants  of  public  lands  and  bonds  of  the 
United  States,  worth  many  millions  of  dollars,  coupled  with  conditions  of  one  kind  or 
fvnothcr  in  respect  to  the  transportation  of  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States, 
of  little  value  to  the  United  States  as  compared  with  the  enonuous  gifts  of  the  com- 
I>anie8,  and  yet  there  are  no  provisions  of  law  by  which  any  one  of  the  land-grant  or 
l>ou<led  roads  can  be  compelled,  if  unwilling,  to  transport  troops,  munitions  of  war,  or 
supplies  for  the  Anny  when  required  so  to  do  (see  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  in 
the  case  of  Morgan's  Louisiana  and  Texas  Railroad),  nor  any  penalties  prescribed  that 
can  be  imposed  on  the  companies  for  their  refusal  to  transport  troops  and  property. 
The  only  remedy  the  government  now  has  is  to  bring  suit  for  damages,  if  any  are  sus- 
tained by  the  company's  refusal  to  furnish  the  required  transportation.  This  course 
does  not,  however,  move  the  troops  or  stores.  The  very  existence  of  an  army  may  be 
imperiled  by  the  action  of  a  railroad  company,  and  the  government  is  powerless  un- 
less it  resorts  to  an  illegal  and  arbitrary  act.  These  land-grant  and  bonded  railroads 
extend  into  or  through  nearly  all  of  tbe  Western  and  Southwestern  States  and  Terri- 
tories ;  the  government  frequently  requires  their  use  in  transporting  troops  from  one 
section  of  the  country  to  another,  ana  in  supplying  the  troops  at  the  various  military 
posts  and  stations  with  subsistence,  clothing,  and  munitions  of  war. 

Movements  of  troops,  munitions  of  war,  and  supplies  are  always  matters  of  neces- 
sity, oftentimes  requiring  promptness  and  dispatch  (to  prevent  or  suppress  Indian 
outrages,  quell  riots,  and  to  enforce  the  laws),  which  Congress  has  the  right  to  provide 
for  and  regulate.  The  government  is  in  many  cases  dependent  upon  these  land-grant 
and  bonded  railroads  for  transportation ;  it  has  the  right  at  all  times  to  the  use  of  the 
roads,  free  from  toll  or  other  charge,  and  should  not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  in  charge  and  control  of  them  to  furnish  the  required  transportation 
or  not  at  their  pleasure.  Some  means  should  be  provided  by  which  it  can,  in  cases  of 
emergency,  save  itself  from  irreparable  injury  by  hostile  action  of  officers  and  agents 
of  the  roads  when  the  prompt  movement  of  troops  and  supplies  is  rendered  necessary 
by  military  operations.  Suits  for  damages  are  not  a  remedy.  They  punish  the  guilty, 
but  do  not  move  the  troops  and  stores.  Severe  penalties  should,  however,  be  provided, 
to  be  enforced  through  tne  proper  courts  of  tne  United  States  against  the  railroad 
companies,  their  officers  and  agents,  for  each  and  every  failure  to  transport  the  troops 
and  property  of  the  United  States,  when  required  to  do  so,  and  against  each  and  every 
person  who  shall  hinder  or  delay  such  transportation. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  provides  transportation  for  troops,  persons  in  the 
military  service,  and  property  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  from  one  extreme  portion 
of  it  to  the  other.  The  officers  charged  with  that  special  duty,  provide  transportation 
by  rail,  water,  and  stage,  over  routes  remote  from  their  stations,  where  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  conform  to  the  established  local  regulations  of  the  companies  in  the  purchase 
of  tickets,  and  use  of  the  bills  of  lading  provided  for  general  use.  They  are  also  re- 
quired to  provide  transportation  over  routes  covering,  1st,  roads  to  which  full  tariff 
rates  must  be  paid ;  2d,  roads  to  which  no  payment  can  i)e  made  (the  Pacific  Railroads, 
and  one  class  of  land-grant  railroads) ;  and,  3d,  roads  which  heretofore  received  only 
part  paymect  for  the  transportation,  and  which  the  bill  under  consideration  proposes 
shall  hereafter  receive  only  part  payment. 

Regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department  made  in  pursuance  of  law  require  proper 
vouchers  and  receipts  to  accompany  all  accounts  for  the  disbursement  of  public 
moneys  and  all  transfers  of  public  property ;  it  has  heretofore  been  found  necessary  to 
provide  forms  for  government  "transportation  requests  "or  tickets  and  bills  of  lading, 
to  be  used  by  officers  in  all  cases  when  transportation  of  persons  and  property  la 
required.  It  is  indispensable  to  the  public  service  that  these  "requests''  or  tickets 
and  bills  of  lading  be  accepted  by  railroad  companies  and  transportation  furnished 
thereon.  Most  of  the  companies  throughout  the  country  readily  receive  them,  and 
express  a  willingness  to  continue  to  receive  them ;  a  few  land-grant  railroad  compa- 
nies, however,  decline  to  receive  them,  thereby  compelling  the  government  to  refrain 
from  using  their  roads,  notwithstanding  they  have  received  many  thousand  acres  of 
land  on  condition  that  the  government  should  have  the  use  of  the  roads  free  from  toll 
or  other  charge. 

In  order  that  this  right  may  be  secured  to  the  government,  I  suggest  the  provision 
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roqnirinf;  the  companies  at  all  times  to  receive  the  reque-sts  and  hills  of  lading  issued 
hy  the  pro|ier  ofiicers  of  the  government^  and  to  furnish  the  required  trausportation 
thereon.  If  the  companies  persist  in  their  refusal  to  receive  such  requests  and  bilLiof 
lading,  the  government  will  he  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  roads,  and,  consequently,  of 
any  henefit  from  the  grant-s ;  and  will  he  compelled  to  secure  the  transportation  m>m 
such  non-laud-grant  railroails  as  will  receive  them. 

In  this  connection,  I  invite  attention  to  Ex.  Doc.  No.  94,  Forty-third  Congress,  sec- 
ond session,  in  relation  to  the  refusal  of  Morgan^s  Louisiana  and  Texas  Bailioad  to 
transport  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States,  copy  inclosed. 

I  return  herewith  the  papers  referred  to  this  office,  and  recommend  that  the  neces- 
sary legislation  to  define  the  rights  of  the  railroad  companies  aud  of  the  gOTemment 
in  the  use-  of  these  railroads  he  nad  at  the  present  session  of  Congress.  Such  legisla- 
tion will  remove  many  of  the  emharrassments  this  department  now  has  to  contend 
with  in  securing  transportation  of  the  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States. 
Very  re8i)ectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartemiaster-GeneraJy  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  8,  A. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department, 

QUARTERBfASTER-OEXERAL'S  OfFICK, 

JVashingtony  JJ.  C,  January  8,  lf^9. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  the  report  of  this  office,  dated  January  6,  1879,  regarding 
proposed  legislation  affecting  the  rclati(ms  of  land-grant  railroad  companies  and  the 
War  Department,  I  inclose  copies  of  sundry  letters  recently  received  at  this  office 
from  railroad  officers  whose  roads  are  connected  and  have  dealings  with  land- grant 
railroads,  showing  some  of  the  difficulties  under  which  the  department  now  labors  in 
attempting  to  secure  what  is  freely  accorded  to  the  traveling  public,  yiz,  throngh 
rates  for  through  travel  in  lieu  of  the  higher  local  rates  charged  by  each  road  forming 
a  through  connection ;  that  is  to  say,  where  land-grant  railroads  are  concerned  in  fur- 
nishing through  transportation  over  several  railroads,  some  of  these  land-^^rant  roads 
refuse  to  settle  with  their  connecting  roads  on  |;ovemment  business  excepting  on  pay- 
ment of  full  charges  without  deduction  required  by  law  on  account  of  laud-grant. 
This  forces  upon  the  War  Department  the  inconveniences  and  disadvantages  andextra 
cost  consequent  upon  dealing  separately  with  every  land-grant  railroad  which  forms 
a  porticm  of  a  through  line. 

I  til  ink  these  letters  should  he  at  hand  in  Congress  when  the  subject  referred  to  is 
considered,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  their  transmittal  to  Congress  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General y  Brevet  Major-General,  V.  S,  A, 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Office  President 
Western  and  Ati^antic  Railroad  Company, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  December  d,  187l?. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  23d  November  in  reference  to  the  sale  of 
tlir()u<;:h  tickets  to  ollicers  and  lueu  of  the  United  Staters  Army,  traveling  under  <lirec- 
tiou  of  your  department,  and  in  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  Western  and  Atlantic 
Railroad  Company  will  with  pleasure  give  to  the  officers  or  men  belonging  to  the 
Uuited  States  Army  through  rates  ovt»r  our  road  at  any  tifne  when  requested  so  to  do. 
IJut  we  meet  with  this  practical  difficulty  in  carrying  out  your  wish :  Troops  an* 
being  shipped  from  luTe  to  the  far  West,  and  ])asa  over  land-grant  roa<ls,  or  roads 
which  still  owe  the  goveruni«Mit<ni  rolling-stock  furnished  after  the  war;  and  we  have 
been  notified  hen^tofore  by  such  companies  that  they  would  not  recognize  our  through 
tickets  si)ld  to  Army  officers  over  their  roads,  and  take  the  government  for  payment, 
but  would  hold  us  responsible  for  their  part  of  the  ticket  in  our  monthly  cash  settle- 
ments. In  case  of  large  forces  being  sent  Wt^st,  to  California,  for  instance,  the  w^hole 
auuuint  that  we  would  have  to  settle  with  connecting  roads,  and  even  with  land- 
grant  roads,  would  be  a  heavy  one ;  and  the  interest  on  that  during  the  perio<i 
betwt*en  the  transportation  of  the  troops  and  the  settlement  with  your  department 
would  probably  bo  worth  as  much  as  our  proportion  of  the  ticket,  as  our  road  is  a 
short  ou«». 

If  you  can  etfect  any  arrangement  with  the  land-grant  and  other  roads  W^est  that 
owe  the  government,  by  which  tln'y  will  recognize  the  through  tickets  issued  by  us, 
aud  h)ok  to  the  government  for  their  proportion  on  the  amount  of  each  ticket,  we  will 
with  great  i»lea.suro  carry  out  your  wish.     If  not,  we  will  at  any  time  sell,  to  the  offi- 
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cfirs  and  troops  going  from  here  to  Daltou  or  Chattanooga,  tickets  at  what  would  he 
our  proportion  of  the  through  rate,  and  they  could  there  purchase  through  tickets  if 
they  desired  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN,  PreiddenL 
M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General f  Washington,  D,  C. 


A  true  copy. 

Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7,  1879. 


HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  Quarterniaster-General,  U.  S.  A, 


Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  and  Northern 

Railway  (tlie  Iowa  route). 
General  Passenger  and  Ticket  Office, 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  December  18,  1878. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  my  first  letter  to  you  in  regard  to  our  accepting  transportation 
requests  issued  from  your  department,  I  have  had  some  conversation  with  the  officers 
of  the  land-^rant  roads,  who  say  they  will  expect  us  to  pay  them  their  regular  division 
on  a  througu  ticket.  The  subject  was  brought  up  at  the  convention  of  general  pas- 
senger agents  held  in  Chicago  and  laid  over  until  the  general  convention  to  be 
held  in  March,  when  final  action  will  be  taken  upon  it.  We  would,  therefore,  uuder 
these  circumstances  ask  that  your  orders  for  through  tickets  be  confined  to  poiur.s  be- 
tween Burlina^on  and  Minneapolis,  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  honor.  We  would 
honor  orders  tor  tickets  over  land-grant  roads  provided  thev  did  not  require  us  to  pay 
regular  proportions,  which,  of  course,  we  should  lose  entirely. 

Yours,  truly,  B.  F.  MILLS, 

Acting  General  Passenger  and  Ticket  Agent 
Henry  C.  Hodges, 

Deputy  Quartermaster,  Washington,  D.  C, 


A  true  03py. 


Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7,  1879. 


HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  U,  S,  A, 


Kansas  City,  January  3, 1879. 

Sir  :  The  President  of  the  Kansas  City^  Saint  Joseph  and  Council  Bluff's  Railroad 
Ctmipany  (N.  Thayer,  esq.,  Boston),  has  forwarded  me  your  circular-letter  of  Novem- 
ber 23,  asking  that  all  ticket-agents  be  instructed  to  receive  transportation  requests 
from  the  quartermasters  for  through  transportation,  <Si:c. 

In  reply,  I  will  say  that  if  the  reauisitions  were  issued  to  the  company  selling  the 
ticket,  to  be  paid  for  in  cash  at  regular  ticket  rates,  regardless  of  land-grant  questions, 
we  would  agree  to  accept  such  and  issue  tickets  accordingly;  but  it  will  be  imprac- 
ticable to  issue  tickets  on  transportation  requests  when  part  of  the  route  is  over  one 
or  more  land-grant  roads. 

The  above  also  applies  to  the  Atchison,  Nebraska,  Missouri  River,  Fort  Scott  and 
Gulf,  and  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston  Railroads. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  NETTLETON, 

General  Manager, 
General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General  U,  S.  A.,  Washington,  D,  C, 


A  true  copy. 


Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7,  1879. 


HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-GeneraL 


Western  Railroad  of  Alaba^ia, 
Office  of  General  Freight  and  Ticket  Agent, 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  December  9,  1878. 

Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  your  circular-letter  November  23,  1878,  to  our  president,  in- 
structions will  be  issued  to  our  ticket-agents  at  Selma,  Montgomery,  West  Point,  and 
Columbus  to  receive  the  transportation  orders  of  the  Quartermastoi-'s  Department  dnd 
issue  on  them  through  tickets,  if  on  sale  at  their  station-ofiice,  io  such  points  as  given 


330 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


on  rcqucBt;  sottlemcut  to  be  made  as  heretofore  on  local  requests ;  proTided  that  if 
in  any  through  couiiou-ticket  on  such  transportation  request  there  should  be  a  coapoa 
over  a  land-grant  roa<i,  the  Quartermaster's  Department  will  pay  to  this  road  the  full 
through  rate  of  such  ticket  or  tickets  so  furnished  from  point  of  starting  to  destina- 
tion, and  look  to  the  land-grant  road  for  the  proportion  so  charged  by  them. 

Our  reports  are  made  monthly,  and  settlements  between  roads  are  mach  qaicker 
than  through  the  dei)artment8  of  state,  and  on  roads  will  require  ns  to  pay  balances 
pronii)t]y,  and  hold  us  for  any  coupon  over  their  road  bearing  the  stamps  of  this  road. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  D.  HUBBARD,  Jr. 
M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quarter  master- Getieral  U.  S.  J.,  Waslnngtony  D.  C. 


A  true  copy. 


Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7, 1879. 


HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  Quartermasier-OtHeral. 


[Jolrn  Sc'i-ovcn,  Samnol  A.  Strang,  receivers  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Rxdlrood.] 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  9,  1878. 

General  :  Rejilying  to  your  communication  of  23d  instant,  addressed  to  Col.  John 
SiTcven,  receiver,  in  regard  to  iwming  through  tickets  upon  the  requests  of  the  Qaar- 
tcnuastcr's  Department,  would  state  that  this  road  issues  but  comparatively  few 
through  tickets  except  to  Florida  points,  and  that  we  have  received  notice  trota  the 
JackKonvillo,  Pensacola  and  Mobile  Railroad  and  the  Florida  Central  Railroad,  both 
being  land-grant  roa<ls,  that  they  will  not  accept  the  certilicates  of  service  iasaed  by 
th«»  (Quartermaster's  Department  for  tickets  sold  over  their  lines. 

I'liis  being  the  case,  we  cannot  accede  to  the  request  of  your  circular  so  far  as  points 
in  Florida  are  concerned. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  L.  TAYLOR, 
General  Frviyht  and  Pamenger  Agent 
livt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartennaster-Gencralf  V.  S.  A.j  Washington ^  D,  C. 

A  true  copv. 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-GeneraL 
Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7,  1879. 

International  and  Great  Northern  Railroad, 

Recelrei^s  Office^  Palestine,  Tex,,  December  Sfi),  1878. 

(Jexeral:  Your  favor  of  November  2:^,  1878,  to  Hou.  Samuel  Sloan,  of  New  York, 
relative  to  the  mode  of  issuing  transportation  on  account  of  the  govemmenti  is  referred 
to  the  undersigned.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  principle  you  suggest,  but  there 
will  be  considerable  difficulty  in  carrying  it  out,  from  the  want  of  unanimity  among 
tin*  various  'Hand-^ant'^  roads  as  to  their  rights  in  each  particular  case.  1  under- 
stand s<mie  of  the  lines  do  as  you  suggest;  but  it  would  be  necessary  for  our  'Maud- 
•rrant"  connections  to  acquiesce  in  tlie  ])lan  before  this  line  would  be  able  to  comply. 
If  your  suggestions  could  be  brought  before  some  general  meeting  of  the  general  pas- 
senger agents,  I  believe  the  plan  would  be  uniformly  adopted  witnout  any  trouble. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  S.  HAYES, 

Receiver, 
livt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General  J  L\  S.  A.,  Waslnngtony  D.  C, 

A  true  copv. 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-GeneraL 
Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7,  le79. 


Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  FA  Railroad  Company, 

Office  Vice-President  and  General  Managkr, 

Topeka,  Kans,,  December  21,  t&TH, 

Dear  Sir:  Your  circular  of  the  2.Sd  ultimo,  addressed  to  Mr.  Nickerson,  preaideut 

of  this  company,  has  been  referred  to  me. 
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While  I  should  be  very  willing  to  relieve  your  department  of  any  unnecessary  ex- 
pense  or  labor  attending  re^uesto  for  local  or' through  transportation  over  our  lines^  I 
respectfully  submit  that  it  is  hardly  just  to  call  upon  us  to  advance  money  for  trans- 
portation of  soldiers  or  officers  traveling  upon  public  business  by  furnishing  them  with 
coupon  tickets  nmning  over  other  roads  than  our  own.  Unon  every  ticket  so  furnished 
we  have  to  pay  the  roads  over  which  they  are  issued  the  full  rate ;  and  the  profit  which 
we,  as  a  land-grant  road,  receive  from  this  transportation  is  not  sufficient  to  justify 
the  advance  of  the  necessary  money  for  coupon  tickets. 

Yours,  truly,  WILLIAM  B.  STRONG. 

M.  C.  Meios,  Esq., 

Quartermaster-Genei'dl  and  Bvt  MaJ.  Gen.y  TJ.  S,  A.y 

Waahhigt&n,  D.  C 
A  true  copy. 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7,  1879.  Deputy  Quartermaster- General. 

Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railway, 

General  Ticket  Department, 

Chicago  J  December  27, 1878. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  circular-letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  addressed  to  our  president,. 
Mr.  Keep,  which  has  been  referred  to  me  for  reply. 

The  plan  you  propose  of  agents  issuing  through  tickets  to  the  destination  designated^ 
on  government  orders  for  transportation,  is  one  that  has  been  practiced  on  this  line  to- 
a  certain  extent  for  some  time  past,  but  only  from  particular  localities  and  to  points  in 
a  particular  Territory,  where  we  knew  no  land-grant  roads  intervened,  or  where  we 
had  obtained  the  direct  consent  of  connecting  lines  to  the  practice. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  circular,  proposing  the  general  adoption  of  this  system,  I 
communicated  with  a  number  of  our  most  interestea  connections  to  ascertain  whether 
they  or  any  of  them  would  object  to  our  issuing  tickets  in  this  manner,  and  making 
settlement  as  you  suggest.  In  reply  I  received  several  very  decided  objections  fix>m 
different  lines,  which  precludes  the  possibility  on  our  part  of  agreeing  to  issue  ticketa 
to  all  points  on  orders,  as  you  request.  The  officers  of  this  road,  however,  are  desirous- 
of  accommodating  government  officials  whenever  possible,  and  in  no  ca^e  wish  to  pre* 
sent  any  unnecessary  obstacles  to  changes  contemplated  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
department  business.  From  this  company,  therefore,  you  may  expect  co-operation  as 
far  as  our  own  line  is  concerned,  and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  accept  tickets  from  all  our 
connections  issued  upon  the  basis  of  your  circular  and  make  settlement  in  the  manner 
proposed.  Also,  we  shall  be  glad  to  issue  through  tickets  or  through  requisitions  at 
an}'  stations  where  we  have  the  tickets  called/or,  on  sale,  to  any  point  not  reached  by  means 
of  lines  objecting  to  the  plan  you  propose. 

As  a  word  of  caution  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  mistakes  in  issuing  orders  on  us, 
I  would  say  that  wo  have  tnrough  tickets  on  sale  at  only  a  limited  number  of  our  most 
important  stations.  Particular  care  should,  therefore,  be  taken  that  none  are  drawn 
on  agents  not  so  supplied. 

Very  truly,  yours,  W.  A.  THRALL, 

General  Ticket  Agent, 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General f  U,  S.  A. 

A  true  copy.  HENRY  C.  HODGES, 

Deputy  Quartermaster-General, 
Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7,  1879. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Saint  Paul  Railway, 

General's  Manager's  Office, 

Milwaukee,  January  2,  1879. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  circular-letter  of  November  23,  addressed  to  our  president,  Hon, 
Alex.  Mitchell,  was  referred  to  me,  and,  after  careful  inquiry,  I  desire  to  state  im 
reply  that  it  will  not  be  convenient  for  our  company  to  fully  comply  with  your  i*equest. 

We  have  heretofore  made  and  shall  hereafter  be  glad  at  all  times  to  make  such  ar- 
rangements for  taking  squads  or  companies  between  any  points;  but  the  issuing  of 
tickets  on  quartermaster's  requisitions  from  our  various  stations  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  will  be  attended  with  so  many  difficulties  that  we  cannot  undertake  to 
do  it. 

Whenever  we  issue  a  ticket  over  connecting  lines,  it  is  customary  that  said  lines 
shall  make  a  draft  upon  us  at  the  close  of  each  month  for  the  amount  due  them  as  their 
proportion.  You  will  readily  see,  frt)m  the  fact  that  our  agenta  have  no  particular 
knowledge  as  to  the  land-grant  roads  over  which  such  tickets  were  sold,  that  we  can- 
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not  assniuo  to  settle  for  such  tickets  at  the  close  of  each  months  and  rely  upon  receiv- 
ing our  pay  from  the  ^oveniiiieiit;  becaii8e  wo  should,  iu  many  cases,  advance  money 
to  Innd-graut  roads  without  knowing  that  they  were  such,  and  as  the  government 
would  not  pay  us  for  such  advances;  except  in  hind-grant  certiticatea,  we  ahould  be 
iu  constant  tn)ublc. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  cannot  consent  to  the  general  sale  of  tickets  from  the 
various  stations  on  our  lines  to  such  points  as  may  be  named  in  the  requisitions;  but, 
as  I  before  remarked,  we  have  a  good  understanding  which  will  enable  ns  at  all  times 
to  mov«».  troops  from  New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Cincinnati,  Saint 
Louis,  &{i.y  to  any  posts  in  Minnesota,  Dakota,  or  Montana  which  can  be  reacbeil  by 
our  line. 

Respectfully,  yours,  JNO.  C.  GAULT, 

AsHinUint  General  Managfr, 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Mkigs, 

(Quartermaster' (ientraly  U,  S.  A, 


A  true  copy. 


Q.  M.  G.  0.,  January  7,  1879. 


HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  QnarternKistvr- General. 


TlIK  NkW  OllLEAKS  AND  MOBILE  RAILROAD, 

Seio  Orleans,  December  9,  1878. 

Gkxekal:  Your  letter  dated  November  23,  1878,  addressed  to  E.  D.  Morgan,  trustee 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile  Railroad  Company,  has  been  handed  me  for  reply. 

The  immediate  connections  of  this  road  are  all  land-grant  roads,  involving  compli- 
cation on  every  ticket  sold  on  government  orders.  Our  connections  ex^iect,  every 
thirty  days,  a  report  of  all  tickets  sold  and  payment  therefor.  Without  their  consent 
we  eouhl  not  withhold  payment  on  any  coupon  of  our  issue. 

Your  suggestion  would,  perlia])s,  lesson  clerical  labor  in  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, but  would  certainly  transfer  the  same  amount  to  the  railroad  offices.     We  would 
gladly  aid  you  in  facilitating  business,  but  cannot  see  clearly  how  your  plan  can  be 
made  work  on  land-grant  lines.    Any  suggestion  will  receive  respectful  consideration. 
Yours,  very  respectfully,  '  S.  E.  CAKEY, 

General  Passenger  and  Ticket  Agen., 
M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General f  U,  S,  A. 


A  true  copy. 

Q.  M.  G.  O.,  January  7,  1871). 


HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-Gen eraL 


S<mat«  Ex.  Doc.  28.  Part  2,  Forty-fifth  Congress,  third  session . 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  further  information  in  relation  to 
paymeuts  to  land-grant  railroads  for  the  transportation  of  property  or  troops  of  the 
United  States,  &c. 

Fbhui'ary  25,  1870.— ()rd(;n-(l  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

War  Department, 
Washinffton  City,  February  24,  1379. 

The  Si'cretary  of  War  has  the  lumor  t(»  transmit  to  the  United  States  Senate,  in  con- 
nection with  his  letter  <»f  the  I4th  of  January  last  to  that  hody  relative  to  Senate  bill 
No.  4*^5,  repealing  the  hiw  prohibiting  paymeuts  to  land-grant  railroads  for  the  trans- 
portation of  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States,  a  communication  from  the 
C^uartennaster-General,  of  the  IHth  instant,  intended  to  correct  a  misapprehension 
which  is  understood  to  exist  in  regard  to  the  scope  of  said  bill. 

GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 

Secretary  of  IVar, 
The  Pkksident 

Of  the  i'nited  StatcH  .Saiate. 


War  Department, 

QUARTERMASTER-GKXKRAl/ft   OFFICE, 

ll'asMnytonj  i>.  C,  February  18,  1879. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  S.  R.  TIamill  of  this  date,  referring  to  the  letter 
froui  the  War  Departuient  of  the  14th  ultimo,  transmitting  to  the  United  States 
Seuate  the  letter  from  this  otlice  of  the  Gth  ultimo,  suggesting  certain  ameudmenta  to 
Senate  bill  No.  485,  providiug  for  paying  certain  land-grant  railroads  for  the  trana- 
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portation  of  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States,  in  which  letter  Mr.  Hamil] 
requests  you,  if  deemed  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  War  Department,  to  make 
such  furtiier  communication  to  the  Senate  as  will  correct  a  misapprehension  which 
exists  as  to  the  scope  of  the  hill,  in  this,  that  it  is  thought  to  authorize  payment  to 
the  Pacific  railroads  for  government  transportation  contrary  to  express  legislation 
and  outside  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  cases  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
and  Santa  F6,  and  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroads,  I  have  the  honor  to  suh- 
mit,  for  further  information  upon  this  subject,  tne  following  as  a  summary  of  legisla- 
tion heretofore  had  in  respect  of  the  transportation  of  the  troops  and  property  of  the 
United  States  over  the  land-grant  railroads  and  payment  for  such  transportation,  to 
the  eu<l  that  the  matter  may  be  fully  understood,  and  that  such  legislation  may  be 
had  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  as  will  enable  this  department  to  secure 
th«^  prompt  transportation  of  the  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States  over  these 
I  railroads,  and  to  make  such  payment  for  the  transportation  as  is  justly  and  equitably 
their  due  under  the  decision  above  referred  to. 

There  are  three  classes  of  these  land-grant  railroads,  to  wit : 

1st.  Those  railroads  to  which  grants  of  lands  were  made  on  condition  that  "the 
railroads  should  be  and  remain  public  highways  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  free  from  toll  or  other  charge  upon  the  transportation  of  the  property 
or  troops  of  the  United  States." 

This  class  embraces  the  following-named  railroads,  as  now  controlled  and  operated : 


2 
3 
4 


6 
7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

•22 

23 
24 
25 


Name  of  company. 


Alabama  and  Chattanooga... 

Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa 
F6. 

Atlantic,  Gulf  and  "West  In- 
dia TrauHit. 

Chicaii;;o,  Burlington  and 
Quincy  (Iowa  division), 
Iowa. 

Chicago,  Milwaakoe  and 
Saint  Paul  (luwa  and 
Minnesota  division),  Min- 
nesota. 

Chicajjo,  Milwaukee  and 
Saint  Paul  (Iowa  and  Da- 
kota division),  Iowa. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and 
Saint  Paul  (La  Crosse  and 
Madison  and  Portage  di- 
visions), Wisconsin. 

Chicago  and  Northwestern  ( 
(Iowa  division),  Iowa.         ( 

Chicago  and  Northwestern 
(Minnesota  division),  Min- 
nesota. 

Chicago  and  Northwestern 
(Wisconsin  division),  Wis- 
consin. 

Chicago  and  Northwe8t«m 
( Peninsular  division),  MLich- 
igan. 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pa- 
cific, Iowa. 

Flint  and  Pere  Marquette, 
Michigan. 

Grand  Kapids  and  Indiana, 
Indiana  and  Michigan. 

Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph, 
Missouri. 

niinois  Central  (Chicago  di- 
vision), Illinois.* 

niiuois  Central  (Northern di- 
vision), Illinois.* 

Illinois  Central  (Iowa  divia* 
ion),  Iowa. 

Jackstmville,  Pensacola  and 
Mobile,  Florida. 

Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and 
Galveston,  Kansas. 

Louisville  and  Great  Soath- 
em,  Alabama, 

Marquette,  Houghton  and 
Ontimagon,  Michigan. 

Missouri  Pacific,  Missouri... 

Mobile  and  Girard,  Alabama  . 

Mobile  and  Montgomery, 
Alabama. 


Prom — 


Waohatchie,  Tenn 
Atchison,  Kans... 
Femandina,  Fla  . . 
Burlington,  Iowa . 


Saint  Paul,  viaMendota,  Fa- 
ribault, and  Austin,  and 

Minneapolis,  via  Mendota, 
Faribanlt,  and  Austin. 

Calmar,  Iowa 

Portage  City,  Wis 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

Branch,  Lyons 

Winona,  Minn 

Fond  dn  Lac,  Wis 


Wisconsin   State   line,  via 
Escanaba. 

Davenport,  Iowa 

FUnt,Mich 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind 

Hannibal,  Mo 

Cairo,  HI 

Caho,Ill 

Dubuque,  Iowa 

Jacksonville,  Fla 

Lawrence,  Kans 

Decatur,  Ala 

Marquette,  Mich 

Saint  Louis,  Mo 

Columbus,  Ala 

Montgomery,  Ala 

*  Branches  at  Centitdla. 


State  line,  Mississippi  and 

Alabama. 
The  SUte  line 


Miles. 


Cedar  Keys,  Fla 
Missouri  River  . 


Lyle,  Minn 
Lyle,Minn 


Junction  with  Saint  Paul 
and  Sioux  City  Railroad. 


Tomah,  Wis 


Missouri  River 

Clinton,  Iowa 

A  point  on  the  Big  Sioux 
River  10.48  miles  east  of 
Lake  Kempeska  Station. 

Wisconsin  State  line 


Marquette,  Mich . 


Missouri  River 
Lake  Michigan 


Petoskey,  on  Traverse  Bay, 
Mich.                                 * 
Saint  Joseph,  Mo 


Chicago,  ni 

Dnnleith,  111 

Sionx  City,  Iowa 

Chattahoochie  River. . . 
South  line  of  the  State. 

Montgomery,  Ala 

Ontonagon,  Mich 


Pacific,  Mo  . 
Troy,  Ala... 
Pollard.  Ala. 


270i 
470.58 
155 
279 

113 
116 


62 


278 
3 
323.52 


117 

137 

810 
171 
333 
20f 
365 
456 
327 
209 
141 
182 


37 

84 
U4 
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Name  of  company. 

From — 

To— 

Miles. 

26 
27 

Mohilo  and  Ohio,  Alabama, 
MisHifwipi^i,  Tenuussee  and 
Kentucky. 

Morgan's      Louisiana     and 
Texaa.  LouiHiana. 

North  Wisconaiu,  Wisconsin 

Ponsacola.  Florida.  .......... 

Mobile,  Ala 

New  Orloana.  La .. 

Columbus,  Ky 

Moriran  Citv.  La-tt-t- *-.*•*- 

472 
80 

28 

Saint  Croix  River 

West  end  of  Lake  Superior, 
with  a  branch  fh>m  some 
point  on  the  railroad  to 
Bayfield. 

Tojunction  with  Mobile  and 
Montgomery  Railroad. 

Eleven  miles  north  of  Jack- 
sonville, Ala. 

Surinicfield.  Mo 

29 

Pensacola.  Fla 

44 

30 
31 

Solma,  liomeand  Dalton,  Ala- 
bama. 

Saint  Louis  and  San  Fran- 
cirtoo,  Missouri. 

Saint  Paul  and  Duluth,  Min- 
nesota. 

Snint  PaiiI  auiI  Pncifln.  main 

Sclmo,  Ala 

Saint  Louis.  Mo 

156 
242 

(Saint Paul.  Minn 

Dnluth.  Minn 

155 

32 

<  Branch  from  White  Boar 

(       Lake. 

Saint  PauL  Minn 

Still«^ftt^'>r.  M*nn  . ., 

13 

33 

Breckinridge,  Minn 

Saint  Vincent,  Dak  

217 

lino,  MinnoHota. 
34     F;iiiiit  Paul  ami  Pacific.  Saint 

Saint  Paul,  via  Saint  Cloud, 
Minn. 

Saint  PanL  Minn 

35 

Vincent   Extension^    Min- 

Saint  Paul  and  Sioux  City 

and  Sioux  City  and  Saint 

Paul,  Minnesota. 
Texas  and  Pacific  (Southern 

division),  Louisiana. 
Yicksburg     and     Moi-idian, 

Mississippi. 
Vifksburir.    ShreveTVort   and 

Sioux  Citv.  Iowa 

270 

36 

Shrevcnort.  La 

Texas  State  line 

37 

•Tnckann.  Miss   ...r - 

Meridian.  Miss 

05 

38 

Delta,  La 

^fonroo.  La 

72 

Tt'xna,  LouiHiana. 
39     Wi'ttt  WiHCunain.  WlHConain. . 

Eleven  miles  south  of  War- 
rens, Wis. 

Saint  Paul,  via  Crow  Wing, 
Minn. 

Poitage,  via  Stevens  Point. . 

Hudson.  Wis 

156 

40 
41 

"Wostom  Railroad  of  Minnc- 

Hotu,  Minui>H4)ta. 
"NV  isi'oiisiu  Cen t nil 

Brainerd,  on  the  Northern 

Pacific  Railroad. 
Bayfield,  thence  to  Superior, 

on  Lake  Superior. 

130 

*  In  operation  to  Alexandiia,  141  miles  ftt>m  Saint  Paul. 


2(1.  The  8<H!oiid  cliws  embraces  those  railn)ad8  to  which  jupraiits  of  land  wero  made  on 
condition  thai  the  companivJi  oicniu/f  or  ojteratiny  the  railroads  nhal I  at  all  time9  trantiport  the 
troops  and  property  of  the  Uniti^  States  free  of  all  cost^  churgCy  or  expense  to  the  United  Statts^ 

to  wit : 


Name  of  company. 


1  '  Central  Pjwific  (Oregon  divis- 
ion), California. 

Chifago,Milwaukee  and  Saint 
Paul  (Hsistings  and  Dakota 
divisions),  Minnesota. 

Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas. 
4     Mein]diis  and  Little  Rock, 

§  Arkansas. 

Michigan  Centnil  (Saginaw 
and  Mackinaw  divisions), 
Michigan.* 

Misitouri,  Kansas  and  Texas, 
Kansas. 


Oregon  and  California,  Oregon 

8  :  Southern  Minnesota,  Minne- 

I      ^M)ta. 
0     Siiint  r.iouis.  Iron  Mountain 

I      and  South<^m,  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 


From — 


Junction  with  Central  Pa- 

citie  ICailroad. 
Hastings,  Minn 


To— 


Miles. 


Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Southern  boiuulary  of  Ore* 

gon. 
W(>srom  boundary  of  ihe 

State. 


Fort  Smith,  Ark. 


1681 


Little  Rock,  Ark '    135 


Mississippi  River,  opposite 

Meiii])niH. 
Aml>oy ,  Mich Straits  of  Mackinac. 


Junction  City i  Simthem  bonndary  of  Kan-  -    182. 66 

aas,  and  to  Fort  Smith,  I 
Miien  the  Indian  title  is  • 
extinguished. 

Portland,  Oregon Stmt  hem  boundary  of  the 

State. 
Mississippi  River,  opposite     AVestem  boundar>'  of  the  ', 
1m  Cntsse,  Wis.  State. 

Mississippi  River,  opposite  '  Texas   State   boundary   at  | 
Caini.  III. ,  via  Poplar  Bluff,       Texarkaua.  ; 

Mo.,  and  Little  Ruck,  Ark.  ■ 


*  ConstmcttMl  and  in  o]>eration  as  n  Innd-gmnt  milrf»a<l  only  fhnn  Lansing  to  Bay  City,  Mich.,  thenoe 
noithward.    That  i>ortion  of  the  ixiud  tVoni  Jackson  to  Lansing  is  not  a  laud-grant  roacL 


QUARTEKMASTER-GENERAL. 


335 


The  third  class  embraces  those  railroads  to  which  grants  of  lands  were  made  with 
the  simple  condition  (so  far  as  relates  to  compensation  for  the  transportation  of  troops 
and  property  of  the  United  States)  that  the  railroads  shall  transport  the  troops  and 
property  of  the  United  States  at  reasonable  rates  of  compensation,  not  to  exceed  the 
rates  paid  by  private  parties  for  like  transportation,  coupled  in  some  cases  with  the 
right  of  Congress  to  restrict  the  charges  for  government  transportation.  It  also  in- 
cludes those  railroads  to  which  bonds  of  the  United  States  have  been  issued,  with  the 
provision  that  one-half  of  the  compensation  due  for  military  transportation  shall  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  bonds  and  interest  thereon. 

The  following  are  the  railroads  referred  to : 


Name  of  railroad. 

From — 

To— 

MUes. 

1 

Barlington     and     Misaoari 
River,  Nebraska. 

Plattsmouth.  Nebr 

Junction  with  Union  Pacific 

191 

Railroad. 

2 

Central  Pacific,   main  line, 
including  the  Western  Pa- 
cific. 

Ogden,  Utah 

San  Francisco 

883 

3 

Central  Branch,  Union  Pacific 
Raihoad. 

A tchison.  TCnns . .....,-,....- 

Concordia.  TCans ....  -   ...... 

155 

4 

Ponver  Pacific  Railroad ..... 

Denver.  Colo 

Cheyenne.  "Wvo 

108 

5 

K Annas  Pacific  -,,.^^ 

Denver.  Colo 

639 

>6 

New  Orleans,  Baton  Ronge 
and  Vicksbnrx. 

New  Orleans.  La 

Texas  State  line 

7 

Northern  Pacific. ..... 

Lake  Sunerior 

Pniret's  Sound t r-,-- 

8 

Oreiron  Central 

Portlana.  Oree 

Asu>ria,Oreg.,  with  a  branch 
to  McMinnville,  Oreg. 

9 

Sionx  City  and  Pacific 

Sioux  City,  Iowa 

Fremont,Nebr 

113 

10 

Southern  Pacific  of  California 

San  Francisco.  Cal. ,  via  Tres 

A  point  on  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific,  now  Saint  Louis 

Pinos,    GkMnen,  and   Te- 

hachapa. 

and  SanFrancisooRailroad, 
near  the  State  line  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

11 

Southern  Pacific  of  California, 

A   point    near   Tehachapa 

The  Texas  Pacific  Railroad 

branch  line. 

Pass,  via  Los  Angeles. 

near  the  Colorado  River. 

13 

Saint  Louis  and  San  Francisco 

Springfield,  Mo.,  via  Cana- 
dian River,  Albuquerque, 
Aqua  Frio,  and  Colorado 

Pacific  Ocean,  with  a  branch 
fh>m  the  Canadian  River 

to  the  western  boundary 

Rivers. 

of  Arkansas,  at  or  near 
Van  Buren,  Ark. 

14 

Texas  and  Pacific 

A  point  near  Marshall,  Tex. , 
via  El  Paso,  to  Southern 

San  Dieeo,  Cal 

boundary    of    California, 

. 

thence. 

15 

Union  Pacific 

Omaha.  Nebr 

Osdcn.  Utah 

1,033 

NoTB. — The  railroads  in  this  last  class  (Class  3),  numbere<l  2, 3, 5, 9,  and  15,  are  the  roads  known  as  the 
Pacific  ndlroads,  to  which  bonds  of  the  United  States  have  been  issued. 

On  June  16  and  22,  1874,  and  March  3,  1875,  Congress  passed  laws  forbidding  the 
payment  of  any  money  **to  any  railroad  company  for  the  transportation  of  any  prop- 
erty or  troops  of  the  United  States  over  any  railroad  which,  in  whole  or  in  part,  was 
constructed  by  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  public  land,  on  condition  that  such  railroad 
should  be  a  public  highway  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  free 
from  toll  or  other  charge,  or  upon  any  other  conditions,  for  the  use  of  such  road  for 
such  transportation.  *  »  •  But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  as 
preventing  any  such  railroad  from  bringing  suit  in  the  Court  of  Claims  for  the  charges 
for  such  transportation  and  recovering  for  the  same,  if  found  entitled  thereto  by  virtue 
•of  the  laws  in  force  prior  to  the  p.assago  of  this  act." 

The  Attorney-General  construed  these  laws  to  embrace  and  include  all  the  railroads 
named  in  the  hrst  and  second  classes,  but  not  to  include  the  railroads  named  in  the 
third  class.  The  act  of  March  3, 1873,  forbids  the  paymimt  of  any  money  to  the  Pacific 
railroads  that  had  received  bonds  of  the  United  States  (Nos.  2,  3,  5,  9,  and  15,  of  class 
No.  3),  that  were  in  arrears  in  payment  of  the  interest  duo  on  the  bonds. 
-  In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  June  16  and  22,  1874,  and  March  3, 
1875,  compelling  the  railroads  to  bring  suit  in  the  Court  of  Claims  to  recover  whatever 
sum  was  due,  if  any,  for  military-  transportation  under  previous  laws,  two  railroad 
companies  (the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F6,  and  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi 
Railroad  Companies)  brought  suit  in  the  Court  of  Claims  for  the  amount  then  claimed 
to  be  due.  The  suits  werecarrie<l  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  court  decided  **that 
the  government,  under  the  land-grant  laws,  is  entitle<l  only  to  the  free  use  of  the  rail- 
roads, not  to  the  equipment,  rolling-stock,  &c.,  and  that  it  is  not  entitled  to  have  its 
troops  and  property  transported  by  the  companies  over  their  re8X)ective  railroads  free 
of  cnarge.  That  the  companies  are  entitled  to  compensation  for  all  transportation 
performed  by  them,  respectively,  of  troops  and  property  of  the  government,  subject 
to  a  fair  deduction  fortne  use  of  their  respective  railroads  (3  Otto,  443)." 
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This  «leeisioii,  thou^li  given  in  thora^eB  above  referred  to,  applies  to  and  affectnall  the 
railroadH  tliat  received  grantsof  landH  on  like  conditioiiR,  to  wit,  all  the  railroads  name<l 
in  class  No.  1,  and  no  others ;  and  each  and  every  one  of  those  raibroads  can  and  do 
refer  to  that  decision  as  establishing  a  precedent  that  nuist  govern  in  theirca«e8,  show- 
ing that  they  are  entitle<l  to  compensation  for  services  rendered.  They  are  the  rail- 
roads to  wliich  66|  per  cent  of  tlieir  tariff  rates  was  paid  for  govemmeut  transporta- 
tion prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  June  16,  1H74. 

The  railroads  named  in  class  No.  2,  being  by  their  organic  acts  reqaired  to  transport 
the  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States  free?  of  cost,  chaige,  or  exjiense  to  the 
United  States,  are  not  aftected  by  the  decision  of  tlie  Snpreme  Court,  for  no  qnesti<»u 
affecting  government  traiisporration  over  those  roads  was  before  the  court.  Th^^-  have 
never  beeu  paid  for  govt»niment  transportation,  and  it  is  not  now,  by  Senate  bill  485, 
liroposed  to  pay  them  for  such  transportation.  The  repeal  of  the  acts  of  June  16  and 
22,  1874,  and  ^larch  3,  1H75,  will  leave  those  roads  in  just  the  position  they  were  prior 
to  the  passage  of  those  acts.  The  organic  acts  forbid  payment  to  these  roads,  and 
l)ayment  will  not  be  madt^  unless  future  legislation  directs  that  it  be  done. 

Senate  bill  485.  amended  as  suggested  by  the  Quartermaster-General,  if  it  becomes 
a  law,  will  repeal  the  acts  just  named,  and  authorize  payment  to  the  railroads  named 
in  class  No.  1,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court-.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to,  should  not,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  does  not,  authorize  payment  to  any  of 
the  railroads  named  in  class  No.  2,  nor  to  the  Pacific  railroads  that  received  bonds  of 
the  United  States.  But  if  Senators  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  bill  can  be  construeil 
to  authorize  {layment  to  that  class  of  railroads,  I  suggest  that  it  be  further  amended 
by  adding  to  the  proviso  to  the  amendment  suggested  by  me,  at  the  end  of  section  2, 
the  following: 

**Xor  to  authorize  payment  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  property  of  the  United 
State^i  over  any  railroad  to  which  a  grant  of  public  land  was  made  couplea  tpith  the  condition 
that  the  company  owning  or  operating  the  railroad  nhall  transjwrt  the  troops  and  property  of 
the  United  ^t^itesfree  of  cost,  charge ^  or  expense  to  the  United  States,  nor  to  any  of  the  Pacific 
railroadH  to  which  bonds  of  the  United  States  have  been  issued." 

The  railroads  named  in  class  No.  3,  with  the  exception  of  the  Pacific  railroads  to 
which  bonds  have  been  issued  (Nos.  2, 3, 5, 9,  and  15),  have  always  been  paid  for  gov- 
ernment transportation. 

There  has  been  no  legislation  prohibiting  payment  to  them  for  such  transportation, 
and  no  legislation  is  tiow  needed  to  authorize  payment  for  such  trans}>ortation. 

Ex.  Doc.  No.  28  contains  the  views  of  this  ofdce  in  relation  to  the  legislation  here 
considered  most  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and,  taken  in  connection  with  this  letter, 
will  enable  h.11  who  desire  to  fully  understand  this  matter. 

I  presume  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  devise  still  better  measures  of  law  to  accom- 
I>lisn  the  pur|)ose  sought. 

Controversies  are  constantly  arising  with  these  railroads,  in  the  transportation  of 
troops  and  property,  growing  out  of  legislation  heretofore  had,  which  forbids  the  pay- 
ment for  trans]>ortation  over  certain  land-grant  railroads,  which  the  Supreme  Court 
has  decided  to  be  entitled  to  some  com)>ensation,  and  it  is  very  desirable  for  the  good 
of  the  military'  service  and  of  the  country,  as  well  as  of  the  railroads,  that  the  causea 
of  su<rh  controversies  be  removed,  as  far  as  possible,  at  an  early  day,  and  I  urgently 
hope  that  the  bill  (Senate  bill  485)  with  the  amendments  recommended  by  this  office, 
or  some  other,  will  be  passed  at  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

It  is  a  hardship  to  the  railroad  companies  to  be  compelled  to  ao  to  the  Court  of 
Claims  to  recover  what  the  Supr<»me  Court  has  decided  lu  principle  to  l>e  their  dne, 
and  it  seems  to  me  no  longer  necessar>'  to  compel  each  and  every  one  of  the  forty-one 
railroad  companies  to  sue  to  ivcover  moneys  due  for  services  rendered  the  government, 
now  that  a  decision  has  been  rendered  by  the  Supremo  Court  which  estaldishea  a  pre- 
cedent that  must  govern  in  all  the  other  cases.  Under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  each  and 
every  company  is  compelled  to  sue  to  recover  ])ayment  for  all  transportation  heretofore 
jierformed  and  all  that  they  may  hereafter  perfonn.  One  suit  settles  nothing  )>eyond  the 
amount  involved  in  that  suit.  Mtmeys  subsequently  came<l  must  also  be  sued  for  each 
and  every  time  the  companies  feel  that  they  have  earned  a  sum  sufficient  to  Justify  a 
suit ;  thus  multiplying  chm^  in  the  court  indefinitely. 

The  com])anies  have  rendered  service  for  the  government,  and  are  legally,  Justly,  ami 
equitably  entitled  to  prompt  payment  therefor,  at  as  little  trouble  and  expense  as 
lK)SHib]e. 

^V^lile  I  think  it  very  desirable  that  some  summary  remedy,  in  case  of  refhsal  of  any 
of  these  land-gnint  railroa^ls  to  perform  their  share  of  tlieir  contracts  with  the  UuitoH 
StateM,  in  r(>lation  to  military  and  other  public  transportation,  be  enacted,  there  beiu^ 
now  in  fact  no  n»me<ly ;  still,  if  Congress  is  not  yet  prepared  to  make  legal  proviidou 
for  such  a  romiMly,  it  will  not  be  found  essential.  As  soon  as  the  officers  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  are  |H^rmitted  to  pay  what  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  be 
justly  and  equitably  their  due,  under  the  organic  actF,  coni r  )ver8iea  will  almost  en- 
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tirely  cease.  We  have  such  controversies  ouly  with  laud-graut  railroads,  which  be- 
lieve that  the  government  treats  them  uigustly  in  withholding  what  the  courts  decide 
to  be  their  due,  and  whose  officers  cannot  distinguish  in  feeUng  between  a  quarter- 
master and  the  nation  as  represented  in  Congress  assembled. 

For  convenience  of  reference  I  have  had  the  bill,  with  the  amendments  I  have  sug- 
gested, rewritten,  and  submit  it  herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quariermaater-Geueralj  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  8.  A. 

The  Hon.  Secbetart  of  War. 


A  BILL  to  repeal  certain  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Army,  approved  Jane  sixteenth  and  twenty-second,  eighte^  hundred  and  aeYenty-fonr,  and 
March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy -five,  respectively. 

Be  it  etuwted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioa  in 
Congress  assemhledy  That  so  much  of  the  acts  of  Congress  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Army,  approved  June  sixteenth  and  twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-four,  and  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  respectively, 
as  prohibited  the  payment  of  any  money  **  to  any  railroad  company  for  the  ti^nsporta- 
tion  of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States  over  any  railroad  which  in  whole 
or  in  part  was  constructed  by  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  public  lands  on  the  condition  that 
such  railroad  should  be  a  public  highway  &r  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  free  from  toll  or  other  charge/'  or  prohibited  any  allowance  to  be  Quide  '*  for 
the  transportation  of  officers  of  the  Army  over  any  such  road  when  on  du^  and  under 
orders  as  military  officers  of  the  United  States,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ; 
and  that  the  accounts  of  such  railroad  companies  for  such  transportation  shall  be  set- 
tled aud  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  like  accounts  of  other  railroad  companies ;  sub- 
ject to  the  following  deductions  for  the  use  of  their  respective  railroads,  in  conformity 
to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  wit: 

First.  That  for  all  services  of  transportation  heretofore  performed  by  land-grant 
railway  companies,  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  centum  shall  be  deducted  from  their 
tariff  rates  therefor,  unless  such  services  shall  have  been  performed  under  a  contract 
or  sti]>u]ation  with  the  government  at  other  rates,  in  which  case  the  deduction  con- 
tracted or  stipulated  for  shall  be  made  at  the  rates  so  agreed  upon. 

Second.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  thirty-three  and  one-third  per 
centum  shall  be  deducted  from  the  tariff  rates  of  all  land-grant  railway  companies  for 
transportation  of  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States  (except  the  mails)  over 
their  respective  roads,  as  a  measure  of  deduction  in  return  to  the  United  States  for  the 
riji^ht  to  the  use  hereafter  of  the  land-grant  railways  embraced  in  sections  one  and  two 
of  this  act,  as  public  highways,  free  from  toll  or  other  charge  upon  the  transportation 
of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States :  Provided^  That  this  act  shall  not  be 
construed  to  authorize  the  reopening  and  readjustment  of  any  account  heretofore  set- 
tled with  any  railroad  company  for  services  rendered  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act: 
nor  to  authorize  payment  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  property  of  the  United 
States  over  any  railroad  to  which  a  grant  of  public  land  was  made  coupled  with  the 
condition  that  the  company  owning  or  operating  the  railroad  shall  transport  the  troops 
and  property  of  the  United  States  free  of  cost,  charge,  or  expense  to  the  United  States, 
nor  to  any  of  the  Pacific  railroads  to  which  bon&  of  the  United  States  ^ave  been 
issued. 

Sec.  2.  That  so  much  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  act  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated ;  and  that  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  railroad  companies  whose  railroads  have  been  constructed,  or  that 
may  hereafter  be  constructed,  by  aid  of  CTant«  of  public  lands  or  bonds  of  the  United 
Stat<^s,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  keep  said  railroads  in  repair  and  use,  and 
shall  at  all  times  transport  troops,  munitions  of  war,  supplies,  public  stores,  and  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  over  said  railroads  whenever  required  to  do  so  by  any  depart- 
ment of  the  government  thereof,  under  such  rules  and  regulations,  and  upon  such 
**  transportation  requests,"  "orders,"  and  "bills  of  lading"  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  department  requiring  the  transp<*rtation ;  that  the  government  shall  at  all  times 
have  the  preference  in  the  use  of  said  railroads  for  all  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  at 
the  rates  and  on  the  conditions  named  in  section  1  of  this  act ;  and  in  case  any  of  said 
railroad  companies,  their  successors  or  assigns,  shall  at  any  time  fail  or  refuse  to  trans- 
port promptly  the  troops,  munitions  of  war,  supplies,  public  stores,  and  property 
aforesaid,  when  delivered  to  thenf  for  transportation  by  the  proper  officers  or  agents 
of  the  government,  or  to  forward  over  their  respective  railroaas  any  troops^  munitions 
of  war,  supplies,  public  stores,  and  property  aforesaid  when  delivered  to  said  railroads 
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by  any  of  tlieir  connecting  lines,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  take 
such  measures  as  in  his  judgment  may  he  necessary  to  prot<ict  the  InterestH  of  the 
United  States,  secure  the  prompt  transportation  of  the  troops  and  property  aforesaid, 
and  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  ang.  of  the  several  acts  fi^^aut- 
ing  lands  or  bonds  of  the  United  States  to  aid  in  tlie  construction  of  the  railroadH 
aforesaid,  in  respect  of  the  transportation  of  the  troops  and  property  of  the  United 
States,  by  taking  possession  of  said  company's  railroad,  its  equipment  and  all  things 
connected  therewith,  or  such  portion  thereof  as  may  be  necessarj*  to  secure  or  iierform 
the  transportation  required,  and  bv  causing  such  proceedings  to  be  instituted  against 
any  such  railroad  company  as  shall  refuse  or  fail  t-o  transport  the  troops,  munitions  of 
war,  sui)pliefl,  public  stores,  and  property  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  enforce  the  penalty  named  in  section  4  of  this  act :  Provided,  That  no 
railroad  shall  be  taken  possession  of  under  the  authority  conferred  by  this  act  except 
on  special  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  given  at  the  time,  and  when 
the  public  interests  imperatively  require  the  prompt  transportation  of  the  troofMS  or 
property. 

Sec.  4.  That  any  railroad  company  embraced  in  the  provisions  of  this  act  that  shall 
refuse,  neglect,  delay,  or  fail  to  promptly  transport  the  troops,  munitions  of  war,  sup- 
plier, public  stores,  and  property  of  tne  United  States  as  aforesaid,  shall,  for  each  and 
every  such  refusal,  delay,  or  failure,  be  liable  for  and  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United 
States  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  to  be  recovered  by  civil  action  in  the  name  of  the  Unit-ed 
States,  in  any  Territory,  district,  or  circuit  in  which  any  portion  of  said  railroad  or  its 
general  offices  may  be  situated ;  and  in  case  of  suit  in  any  such  Territory,  district,  or 
circuit,  process  may  be  served  upon  any  agent  or  officer  of  said  railroad  company,  its 
successors  or  assigns,  found  in  the  Territory,  district,  or  circuit  in  which  such  suit  may 
be  brought,  and  such  -eervice  shall  be  held  by  the  court  to  be  good  and  sufficient. 
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K. — SjHcification  for  traveaux. 

TKAVOIS  SPECIFICATION. 

The  travoisfor  wouiulod  consists  of  the  following  essential  parts,  viz:  Two  lilter- 
l)olos ;  two  shafts ;  two  cross-bars,  with  springs )  seven  bed-slats,  with  canvas  covering, 
of  the  following  dimensions : 

Litter-poles :  Length,  one  9  feet  G  inches,  the  other  9  feet ;  width,  1^  inches ;  depth, 
iu  front  of  front  iron  collar,  2  inches,  behind  front  of  iron  collar,  2^  inches. 

The  dejith  is  gradually  diminished  rintil  it  mejisuros  2  inches  at  a  point  midway 
Ix'tween  the  rear  iron  collar  and  the  swell  for  the  lower  cross-bar,  where  it  again  in- 
creases, and  at  the  swell  for  the  lower  cross-bar  is  *Z\  inches. 

Iron  shoe  is  1  foot  long,  ^inch  iron.  Iron  collar:  Length,  5  inches;  width,  I^ 
inches ;  diameter  for  opening  for  shafts,  2\  inches ;  thickness  of  iron,  ^  of  an  inch. 

Distance  between  front  and  rear  collars,  7^  inches. 

Shafts  :  Length,  7  feet  tf  inches  ;  diameter  at  point  1^  inches ;  depth  at  butt,  2J  inches ; 
width  at  bntt,  1^  inches. 

J  Jed-slats:  Length,  6  feet;  width,  1^  inches;  thickness,  ^  of  an  inch. 

On  either  end  of  each  bed-slat  are  sole-leather  straps,  attached  to  the  slats  by  three 
ri  v(^ts.     Those  on  one  end  are  18  inches  long  and  1  \  inches  wide ;  those  on  the  other  end, 
(>  inches  long  and  1|  inches  wide.     These  straps  have  eyelet-holes  for  the  purpose  of 
Imuking  on  to  the  sc^veral  s]>rings  on  cross-bar. 

Cross-bars:  Length,  30  inches,  i-inch  si»ring  wire  :  width.  If  inches;  thickness,  2i 
inches,  diminished  at  center  of  bar  to  2  inches. 

Diameter  of  collar.  If  inches. 

One  litter-polo  is  shorter  than  the  other  by  6  inches,  for  the  purpose  of  lessening  the 
shock  in  passing  over  inequalities  in  the  gronnd,  one  pole  dropping  into  a  depression 
or  mounting  an  obstacle  before  the  other,  and  thus  equalizing  the  motion.  The  springs 
on  cross-bars  are  a  modification  of  the  ''  Tucker  "  bed-spring,  the  modifications  consist- 
ing in  the  introduction  of  an  extra  su]>erior  coil  and  stay-rod.  The  jointures  are  all  made 
on  the  principle  of  the  wedge;  at  that  of  the  shafts  and  litter-pole,  the  rear  end  of 
the  shafts  is  larger  than  the  iron  collars  on  the  front  of  the  poles  tnrough  which  it 
passes;  the  joint  becoming  firmer  with  the  continuation  of  pulling  force  i^K>n  it; 
that  of  the  cross-bars  to  the  litter-poles  is  on  the  same  principle. 

The  arrangement  of  straps  to  the  bed  enables  the  patient  to  be  laid  horizontal  to 
the  ground,  or  at  any  angle  thereto  desirable. 

"The  canvas  for  bed  is  doubled,  then  stitched  between  each  slat." 

The  rings  on  the  end  of  shafts  are  attached  to  the  shafts  by  a  wrought-iron  cap  2 
inches  <leei>  securely  riveted  to  the  end  of  the  shaft,  the  ring  to  be  attached  to  the  end 
of  the  cap  by  a  swivel  joint.  The  rings  on  the  end  of  litter-poles  are  attached  in  the 
same  way.  Two  holes,  \  inch  diamet<^r  and  1^  inch  deep,  should  be  bored  in  the  upper 
side  of  the  front  end  of  the  litter-j>oles ;  one  8  inches  from  the  end,  tlie  other  24  inches. 
These  are  intended  for  the  reception  of  bent  sticks  over  which  an  awning  of  any  mate- 
rial can  be  thrown. 

"Each  travois  should  be  pro\ided  with  four  good  leather  straps  (with  buckles 
attached),  30  inches  long,  1  inch  wide,  which  serve  to  secure  the  travois  when  rolled 
up  for  transportation,  and  when  it  is  in  use  can  act  as  hand  handles,  by  buckling 
them  to  the  litter-poles." 

All  the  parts  of  tiiese  traveaux  are  interchangeable,  that  is,  either  shaft  fits  to  either 
litter-pole,  or  either  cross-bar  can  be  at  the  front  or  rear;  the  only  part  to  observe  in 
tixing  the  cross-bars  is  that  the  concavity  and  point  of  the  spring  hooks  must  look 
away  from  th*e  bed. 

SrECIFI CATION  FOR   MATERIAL. 

Wood-ivoi'k. — Best  seasoned  ash. 

Iron- work.  —Best  Norway. 

A^prhiffit. — Best  steel  1-6-inch  wire. 

Ltnthir. — B(\st  harness  and  best  sole,  as  indicated. 

Canvas, — Best  American  duck. 

SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  TRANSrORTATIOX   TRAVOIS. 

The  litter-poles  should  be  four  (4)  feet  shorter  than  in  the  travois  for  wounded,  the- 
wood-work  \  inch  thicker.  Springs  omitted  from  the  cross-bar,  the  cross-bars  are  only 
?,\  feet  apart,  and  instead  of  the  bed-slat  is  a  sheet  of  sole-leather  Z\  feet  long  by  thiitr 
inches  wide,  to  be  fastened  to  the  cross-bars  by  7  stout  harness-leather  straps,  with 
buckles  attached.  Into  the  under  side  of  the  shaft,  a  mortised  bed  is  let  3}  feet  long^ 
f  inch  wide,  and  \  iuch  deep,  into  which  rests  a  steel  bar,  fastened  to  the  shaft  by 
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a  swivel  joiut  at  the  front  end,  and  kept  in  place  .at  the  rear  by  a  button;  its  ob- 
ject is  to  keep  the  travois  at  a  proper  angle  when  in  caiup,  to  be  speedily  hitched; 
when  traveling  the  bar  is  in  place. 

TO  PUT  THE  TRAVOIS  TOGETHER. 

1st.  Pass  the  point  of  the  shaft  from  behind  forward,  through  the  collars  in  the  front 
cud  of  the  litt«r-pole ;  a  smart  pull  brings  it  "home." 

2d.  Put  the  front  cross-bar  on  first,  by  slipping  it«  collar  over  the  front  end  of  the 
litter-pole;  keep  the  concavity  and  points  of  the  terminal  spring  hooks  to  the  front, 
i.  e. ,  towards  the  shafts. 

3d.  Put  the  rear  cross-bars  on  by  slipping  its  collar  over  the  rear  ends  of  the  litter- 
poles,  and  shoving  it  toward  the  front  until  the  widened  part  of  the  jwle  binds  and 
stops  it ;  the  concavity  and  points  of  the  terminal  springs  must  look  to  the  rear. 

Lastly.  Put  the  litter-bed  into  position  by  slipping  the  leathers  on  the  spring-hooks 
through  the  eyelet-holes  made  for  that  purpose,  and  the  travois  is  ready  for  use. 

HARNESS  FOR  TRAVOIS. 

A  **  Dutch  collar,-'  a  breast-strap  with  traces  and  toggle-chain,  and  a  harness-saddle, 
extra  padded,  with  tugs  and  belly-straps,  is  the  harness  which  should  accompany  each 
travois.  In  active  service,  if  the  draft-animal  is  a  saddle-horse,  to  hitch  him  to  the 
travois,  cross  the  stirrups,  pass  the  ends  of  the  shafts  through  the  stirrup-leathers,  and 
buckle  the  strap  on  the  pommel  of  the  saddle,  through  the  ring  on  the  end  of  the  shaft. 
For  very  long  ioumeys  the  breeching  to  the  harness  of  a  draft-mule  can  be  reversed 
and  put  over  tne  horse's  neck,  thus  improvising  a  Dutch  collar.  If  a  wagon-mule  is 
the  draft-animal,  anv  harness  will  work,  either  wheel,  swing,  or  lead,  by  passing  the 
toggle  of  the  trace-chain  through  the  ring  on  the  end  of  litter-pole,  and  steadying  the 
shafts  by  a  double  turn  of  the  back-straps  about  them.  The  regular  travois-harness  is, 
however,  much  more  convenient  in  either  case.  One  man  only  is  required  to  manage 
animal,  travois,  and  patient. 

One  set  of  harness  should  accompany  each  travois. 

Weight  of  travois  not  to  exceed  60  ]iounds. 


L. — Special  report  of  transportation  animals^  vekicJeSy  and  men  employed  at  San  Antonio 

depot  and  post. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Chief  Quartermaster's  Office, 

San  AntoniOy  Tex.,  July  21,  1879. 

8ir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instinictions  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  t-o  in- 
close herewith  a  special  report  of  transportation  animals,  vehicles,  and  men  employed 
<»r  kept  at  the  San  Antonio  depot  and  post,  showing  how  the  same  are  employed,  and 
the  monthly  cost  thereof.  &c. 

The  compensation  of  tn^  men,  as  reported,  covers  not  only  the  pay  of  train-masters, 
teamsters,  &c.,  but  of  men  employed  in  repairing  means  of 'transportation.  These 
repairs  include  repairs  of  wagons  and  harness  sent  in  from  the  western  posts,  it  being 
more  economical  to  make  such  repairs  here  than  to  keep  a  force  of  workmen  at  each 
|>ost,  and  to  purchase  and  transport  material  for  repairs  tnereto.^  In  the  item  of  forage 
18  included,  of  course,  the  cost  of  forage  fed  to  the  animals  held  in  resdtve  for  issue 
and  to  meet  emergencies. 

It  is  important  that  in  a  department  like  this,  where  nearly  all  the  post's  are  off  the 
lines  of  water  and  rail  transportation,  and  depending  entirely  upon  wacon  or  pack 
service,  that  there  should  be  a  reserve  at  this  depot.  The  necessity  for  this  has  been 
apparent  on  more  than  one  occasion,  when  we  have  had  to  organize  at  short  notice 
means  of  transportation  to  supply  bodies  of  troops  marching  into  Mexico. 

In  this  connection  I  feel  that  it  is  due  to  Captain  Bradley,  the  depot  auarterraaster 
at  San  Antonio,  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  there  has  not  been  a  time  wnen  the  depot 
was  more  efficiently  and  economically  managed  than  at  this  time,  ana  in  this  opinion 
I  am  sustained  by  every  officer  who  has  had  the  opportunity  to  notice  or  has  noticed 
the  results  of  his  management. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  C.  CARD, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Quartermaster-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C, 

Through   Headquarters  Department  of  Texas  and  QMef  Qaartermaster  Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri. 
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Tlie  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  inclosed  in  Major  Card's  letter: 

SPKCIAL  REPORT  OF  TRANSPORTATION  ANIMALS,  VKHICLES,  AND  MEN  EMPLOYED  AT 
HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TEXAS,  SAN  ANTONIO  DEPOT  AND  POST  OF  SAW 
ANTONIO,  SHOWING  HOW  EMPLOYED  AND  WHY  NECESSARY,  WITH  COST  OF  BfAIN- 
TEXANCE,   SALARIES,   FEED,   AC. 


• 


1.  Animah  and  vehicles  on  hand. 

Mules '. 400 

Six-mule  wagons 10:i 

Fonr-mnle  wagons. 9 

Two-mule  wagons •....  2 

Ambulances 2 

Ambulance  wagons fi • •...  8 

Spring  wagons 9 

Carts 28 

Concord  wagon 1 

Water-wagon 1 

2.  Men  employed  and  kept. 

Master  of  transportation 1 

Train-master.... 1 

Assistant  train-masters 8 

Teamsters 106 

Hosiers  and  herders 3 

Yard-master 1 

Blacksmiths 6 

Wheelwrights 6 

Saddlers ■. , 8 

Painters *. 2 

3.  Four  hundred  mules  organised  and  in  tenms  as  follow*. 

43  six-mule  t«ams ,. 258 

2  four-mule  truck-teams 8 

11  four-mule  teams 44 

2  two-mule  teams 4 

In  hospital 14 

Riding-mules 3 

Cart-nmles 11 

Herd 58 

Total 400 

'  Of  the  56  in  herd,  28  are  selected  for  issue  on  estimates,  viz,  16  for  Santa  Maria,  6 
for  Fort  Dnncan,  and  6  for  Fort  Ringgold. 

Of  the  four-mule  teams,  7  are  kept  for  paymasters  and  their  escorts,  to  make  the 
payment  of  troops  in  thjs  department,  and  the  remaining  are  in  general  nae  at  depart- 
ment headquarters  for  use  of  inspectors,  oAicers  requiring  transportation  to  the  several 
posts  in  the  department,  as  in  making  special  inspections,  or  boards  of  survey  duty, 
&,c.,  post  of  San  Antonio,  and  quartermaster's  depot. 

The  six-mule  teams  are  employed  as  follows :  15  at  Fort  Clark,  9n  tempormry  dutg/or 
the  summer;^  5  at  Fort  Davis,  8  and  2  truck-teams  hauling  military  supplies  to  and 
from  railroad  depot  and  San  Antonio  Arsenal :  subsistence  supplies  firom  qnartermas- 
teHs  depot  to  post  subsistence  storehouse,  and  distributing  wood,  hay,  and  grain  to 
officers  and  troops  stationed  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. ;  15  are  organized  in  trains,  and 
while  held  for  active  service  in  the  distribution  of  recruits,  supplies,  dbe.,  they  are  en- 
gaged in  hauling  stone,  sand,  and  gravel. 

An  adequate  idea  of  the  varied  labor  re<iuired  of  teams  and  teamsters  at  this  depot 
can  scarcely  be  conveyed  in  this  report.  The  following  is  a  portion  of  the  labor  per- 
formed since  last  January :  500  feet  of  road,  26  feet  wide,  on  west  side  of  depot  in- 
closure,  and  500  feet,  50  feet  wide,  on  north  side,  has  been  excavated  and  filled  with 
1,4.'}8  loa<ls  of  stone,  a  greater  portion  of  which  had  to  be  broken  by  hammers;  450 
feet  of  gutters,  requiring  200  loads  of  cobble-stones,  has  been  made;  7  stomoouiB 
requiring  225  loads  of  stone  and  35  loads  of  sand,  have  been  floored  with  con- 
crete cement ;  113  loads  of  gravel  for  top  dre^ssing  of  roads  has  been  hauled  bito  the 
depot,  and  20  loads  of  stone  and  80  of  gravel  into  corhil  to  grade  stables. 

The  circle  around  the  tower  has  been  ornamented  with  a  cut-stone  ourb  of  white 
stone,  hauled  30  miles  from  this  place.  Carved  posts,  with  hanging  chains,  have  been 
put  up  around  the  circle. 
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The  sand  is  hauled  20  miles — eonsumiiijij  three  days  for  the  nmiid  trijj.  The  gravel 
about  0  miles,  one  trip  per  day  per  team  beiii«^  made.  The  stone  is  huuhMl  ahout  3 
miles,  two  trips  per  day  being  nnule. 

Thirty-six  six-mule  t«ams  and  10  ibnr-mnh»  teams  hav«^  been   re(|uired  for  moving, 
the  Teiith  and  Seeond  Infantry,  and  detachments  of  recruits,  to  the  foHowing  posts: 
Forts  McKavett,  Qoneho,  Stockton,  Davis,  Duncan,  and  M<'Intosh;  and   part  of  the 
Tenth  Infantry'  from  Fort  McKavett  to  Austin. 

Teams,  with  teamsters,  havtvbeen  sent  with  horses  and  nnilesto  the  follow inij  posts  : 
twice  to  F(u*t  Clark,  and  once  each  to  Forts  Mcintosh,  Concho,  Stockton,  and  Davis. 
Fifteen  teamsters  are  now  out  with  mules.     Ujkui  their  return  10  will  be  dischar;;;ed. 

Thirty  army  and  spring  wagons  have  been  overhauled  and  put  in  th<uongli  repair, 
besides  the  numerous  calls  for  repairs  from  frontier  posts. 

The  constant  use  required  of  the  transportation  necessitates  frequent  repairs,  and 
the  force  of  meclumics  allowed^ne  is  bar4dy  sufticient  to  keep  it  well  u]>.  ' 

The  monthly  wages  of  employes  amounts  to *^4,  427  50 

The  monthly  consumption  of  foriige  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Grain,  108,000  pounds I.Tm^  70 

Hay,  168,000  pounds 1,287  72 

7,2(W92 
Kespectfnlly  submitted. 

(>.  W.  BRADLEY, 
Avitintunt  Qmu'tennaHter,  V.  S.  ./.,  Depot  QuurtermnHlfr. 

San  Antonio,  Tkx.,  July  22,  1879. 

Indornemi^HtH  upon  ihv  forvyoimj  report. 

[Firat  imflirscmeot .  | 

/ 

Hkadquartkks  Dkpaktmknt  of  Tkxa**, 

San  AntotriOj  July  24,  1879. 

Resi>ecifully  forwiU'ded  through "Headquartei-s  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri. 

Tlie  reserve  of  mule  teams,  &c.,  at  the  San  Antonio  depot  has  been  more  or  less 
continually  in  the  field  during  the  la«»t  two  mouths;  there  alone  has  tiie  Quarter- 
master's Department  been  enabled,  to  keep  the  cavalry  posts  supplied  with  short  for- 
age, which  contractors  failed  to  supply  in  time. 

Moreover,  nearly  all  the  fresh  vegetables  have  been  transported  to  posts  by  it,  as 
the  ox-teams  of  oontractors  are  too  long  on  the  road. 

But  the  main  reason  for  keeping  said  reserve  is,  that  ui^der  authority  from  Wash- 
ington I  have  been  compelled  toliold  a  force  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred  men,  of  all 

arms,  at  Fort  Clark. 

«      .  •  *  «  •  *  » 

I  believe  the  authoritieti  approving  tflid  authorizing  the  reserve  train,  <fcc.,  were 
fully  cognizant  of  the  uses  for  which  it  was  intended  and  the  circumstances  requir- 
ing it. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Bvigadwr- General  J  ('.  S.  A.,  Commanding. 

IThiitl  iii(lorMeni*«nt.  1 

Heaj)quakter8  Military  Division  Missouri, 

Ofkick  Chirk  Quartermaster, 

ChicagOy  Augnst  7, 1879. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  Major  Card^s  statement  regarding  the  management  <)i'  the  San 
Antonio  depot  is  entirely  correct. 

RUFUS  INGAI.LS, 
Colonel  and  Atutistant  Quariermasier-Heneral^ 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen,,  T.  .^.  A.,  Chief  QnarlvrmaHter. 

23  W 
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No.  (). — Anmud  report  of  Maj.  J.  M.  Moare,  U.  S.  A,,  of  principal  opera- 
tions  of  Barraclcs  and  Qv arter 8  Branch j  Qnartepinaster-GeneraPs  OfficCj 
for  fiscal  year  of  1878  and  1879. 

War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Wa4tMngto7i,  September  10,  1879, 

(lEiSEiiAL :  1  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  for  your  information  my  report 
coverin<»-  tlie  principal  o])eration8  of  the  barracks  and  quarters  branch 
of  this  oftice  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  year  being  $880,000. 

NEW  CONSTRUCTIONS. 

During  the  year  the  construction  of  104  new  buildings,  such  as  bar- 
racks, officers'  quarters,  stables,  storehouses,  guard-houses,  &c.,  has  been 
authorized,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $227,463. 

They  are  at  military  posts  in  the  States  of  California,  Kansas,  Mis- 
souri, Nebraska,  Minnesota,  Texas,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Connecti- 
cut, A^irginia,  IMaryland,  Pennsylvania,  Xorth  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Florida,  Arkansas?,  and  Kentucky,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Arizona, 
Idaho,  Washington,  Indian,  Wyoming,  Dakota,  Montana,  New  Mexico, 
and  District  of  Columbia.  , 

WHARVES. 

Authority  has  been  given  for  the  repair,  &c.,  of  wharves  to  the  amoaut 
of  $18,393.^ 

REPAIRS. 

Upon  si)ecial  estimates  authority  has  been  given  to  make  repairs^  alter- 
ations, &c.,  of  public  buildings,  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  cis- 
terns, &c.,  and  for  the  purchase  of  tools,  &c.,  for  use  at  the  various  militaiy 
posts,  to  the  amount  of  $271,536. 

Rixapitulation  of  the  expenditures  npecially  authorized  far  oonHruction  of  new  bvUdimpB  at 
estahlinhed  postSy  construction  and  repair  of  cisternSf  misceUiineaus  repairBf  4^9  <>**»  ^^^w 

diatributvd. 


I  Amounts. 


TotaL 


I 


Dtpartmeut  of  Arizona  '  $28,715  00  ! 

Department  of  California !    61,820  00  \ 

Department  of  Columbia I    54,  ISl  00 


Total,  Division  of  the  Pacific i . 


$1M16B6  00 


Department  of  the  Miasonri 70, 066  00  ' 

DepartmAt  of  the  l»latt« 15, 646  00 

Department  of  Dakota 36, 102  00  ! 

Dei»art incut  of  Texas j  64,422  00  , 


Total,  Division  of  the  ilissouri i 180;  2M  00 


D«  partmcnt  of  the  Sonth 37, 756  00 

D,  partiiu  nt  of  the  East 153, 712  00  ; 


Total,  Divisionof  the  Atlantic 191,470 


Grand  total .* ■ ;    617,m  00 

!  I 
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NEW  POSTS. 

Ill  addition  to  the  foregoing  expenditures,  some  $4,G00  lias  been  author* 
ized  in  providing  shelter  for  the  troops  at  the  new  cantonment  on  Korth 
Fork  of  the  Canadian  Eiver,  in  the  Indian  Territory. 

The  commanding  general  Division  of  the  Pacific  having  reported  that 
the  removal  of  Moses'  Indians  and  others  to  the  reservation  set  off  for 
them  to  the  west  of  the  Oolville  reservation  will  make  it  desirable  to 
establish  a  four-company  post  west  of  Fort  Colville,  at  or  near  the  foot  of 
Lake  Chelan,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  June  26, 1879,  authorized  the 
division  commander  to  use  anj'  spare  barracks  and  quarters  money  in 
his  division  for  supplying  needed  materials  for  this  temporary  camp. 

SPECIAL  BUILDING  PROJECTS   AUTHORIZED  BY  CONGRESS. 

Fort  Assinaboine. — In  Army  bill  approved  June  18, 1878,  the  sum  of 
$100,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  might  be  necessary,  was  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  military  post  or  garrison  near  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Montana,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  point  where 
the  Milk  Kiver  crosses  said  boundary  from  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  or 
at  such  other  point  in  that  region  as  might  be,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
President,  best  adapted  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  of  Montana 
from  the  hostile  incursions  of  the  Sioux  and  other  Indian  tribes  congre- 
gated in  that  region. 

This  new  post  is  located  in  latitude  48^  35',  longitude  109o  45',  on 
Beaver  Creek,  about  6  miles  above  its  junction  with  Milk  Eiver,  and  is 
to  be  known  as  Fort  Assinaboine, 

.  It  is  intended  that  this  shall  be  a  six-company  post,  and  plans  for  the 
following  buildings,  to  be  of  brick,  have  been  approved  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War,  viz: 

No.  of  bnildings. 

Commanding  officer's  quarters 1 

Field-officers' quarters 2 

Company  officers' quarters 10 

Barracks,  two  companies  each 3 

Hospital — ^24  beds. 

Quartermaster  storehouse  ^ 

Granary . 

Commissary  storehouse 

Stables 

Ouard-honse 

Bake-house 

Magazine 

Offices 


Fort  Meade,  Dak, — In  same  bill  Congress  appropriated  $100,000,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  might  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  military 
post  or  garrison  at  the  foot-hills  near  the  Black  Hills,  in  either  of  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Wyoming  or  Dakota,  at  such  point  in  that  region  as  might  be, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  best  adapted  for  the  protection  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Black  Hills  country  from  the  hostile  incursions  of  the 
Sioux  and  other  Indian  tribes  congregating  or  operating  in  that  locality. 

This  post  has  been  located  on  Bear  Butte  Greek,  Black  Hills,  Dakota 
Territory,  and  is  known  as  Fort  Meade,  Dak. 

It  is  intended  to  make  this  a  ten-company  post — ^four  of  infiuatry  and 
six  of  cavalry — and  style  of  buildings  similar  to  those  at  Fort  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

From  latest  rejwrt  it  was  expected  that  28  buildings  would  be  com- 
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pleted  by  the  inidiUe  of  Juuc,  wLicli  would  include  baiTa<;ks  for  eight 
companies,  officers'  quarters,  stables,  storehouses,  &c. 

Omaha. — In  some  bill  Congi'ess  authorized  $G0,000,  or  so  mucli  thereof 
as  might  be  necessary,  for  the  construction  of  suitable  buildings  for  store- 
houses and  offices  at  Omaha,  Nebr. 

The  United  States  owning  no  land  at  that  time  in  that  city  ui)on  which 
to  locate  these  buildings,  it  was  decided  to  put  them  ui>  at  Fort  Omaha^ 
about  three  miles  distant  from  the  city,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  entire 
work  ha«  been  completeil,  or  at  least  very  nearly  so,  at  this  time. 

Congress,  in  Anny  bill  approve^l  June  23,  1879,  appropriateil  $30,0U(^ 
for  the  construction  of  a  necessjiry  storehouse  and  depot  building  in 
the  city  of  Omaha,  '*  provided  no  jjait  of  said  siun  shall  be  used  in  the 
purchase  of  the  ground  required  for  such  ])ur]K)se.^  The  Secretarj' of 
War,  however,  by  said  act,  is  authorized  to  receive,  by  donation  of  citi- 
zens or  others,  the  title  for  any  lots  or  tracts  of  land  necessary  to  the 
proper  location  of  the  building  or  buildings. 

Requisite  steps  have  l)een  taken  with  a  view  to  securing,  by  donation, 
suitable  grounds  upon  which  to  place  the  buildings. 

Leavenworth  Prison, — In  sundiy  civil  bill  api)i'oved  June  20, 1878,  Con- 
gress authorized  an  exi)enditure  of  $13,o()0  for  building  operations  at  the 
Foit  Leavenworth  Military  Prison. 

This  money  has  been  exi)euded  in  building  storerooms,  workshops,  &c., 
comxiletiug  hospital,  and  for  general  repaii^s. 

Fort  Monroe  Barracks. — In  same  bill  as  above.  Congress  appropriated 
for  "repairs  and  erection  of  baiTJicks  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  $26,0<W).'' 

Work  was  duly  commenced  under  contract  for  a  portion  of  the  needed 
barracks  to  accommodate  six  C/Ompanies.  One  wing  was  completed 
within  the  amount  granted,  and  Congress,  in  sundry  civil  bill  for  present 
fiscal  year,  made  an  additional  appropriation  of  $34,00()  with  which  to 
complete  the  building. 

Fort  Lmcis. — In  sundry  civil  bill  approved  March  3,  1879,  $40,00(1  is 
appropriated  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  establish  a  military  i)08t 
in  the  vicinitj'  of  Pagosa  Springs,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  San  Juan  River, 
in  the  State  of  Colorado,  for  the  protection  of  the  San  Juan  country. 

It  is  intended  to  make  this  a  four-company  post,  and  it  is  to  he  known 
as  Fort  Lewis. 

Neic  Fort  Bliss, — By  act  ai)proved  February  4,  1879,  Congress  appro- 
priated $40,000  for  the  puichase  of  the  necessary  grounds  and  the  eirec- 
tion  of  a  military  post  thereon  at  El  Paso,  Tex.,  ])rovided  that  before 
expenditure  of  any  portion  of  this  appropriation,  good  and  suH&cient 
title  shall  be  made  to  the  United  States  for  the  land  contenq^lated. 

After  properly  securing  the  land,  which  can  probably  be  done  for  a 
nominal  sum,  it  is  pro^wsed  to  put  up  the  requisite  buildings  for  a  four- 
company  post. 

Madison  Barracks. — In  sundry  civil  bill  approved  Mai-ch  3, 1879,  Con- 
gress appropriated  "for  rebuilding  of  eight  set  of  officers'  quarters  at 
Madison  Barracks,  Sacket's  Harlx)r,  Xew  York,  destroy^  by  Are  on 
November  6,  1876,  according  to  plans  and  speciUcations  m  the  Office  of 
the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  United  States,  $25,000." 

^Vll  requisite  orders  have  been  issued  by  this  office  for  the  rapid  pros- 
ecution of  the  work. 

Fort  Snelling. — In  same  bill  Congress  appropriated  for  the  piupose  of 
constructing  the  necessary  buildings,  under  dii'ection  of  the  Secretary' 
of  War,  for  headciuarters  of  the  Department  of  Dakota,  ut  the  military' 
post  of  Fort  Snelling,  in  the  State  of  3Iinnesota,  in  accordance  witii 
the  estimates  of  Geneml  C.  H.  Tompkins,  deputy  quartermaster-gen- 
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eral,  United  Htates  Army,  chief  quartermaster  Department  of  Dakota, 
$100,000. 

Steps  have  akeady  been  taken  for  the  early  commencement  of  thia 
work. 

In  army  bill  approved  June  23, 1879,  $50^000  is  appropriated  "for 
the  construction  of  a  military  post  near  the  Niobrara  Eiver,  in  Northern 
Nebraska  or  Dakota,  at  a  point  to  be  selected  by  the  General  of  the 
Army,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War." 


HOSPITALS. 


During  the  fiscal  year,  construction,  repairs,  and  alterations,  &c,  of 
the  military  hospital  buildings  throughout  the  country  have  been  author- 
ized to  the  amount  of  $74,987. 

The  following  table  gives  the  locality  of  the  hospitals  and  the  amount 
of  expenditures  authorized  at  each : 


Department . 


Post. 


East 


Fort  Pn'ble,  Me 

Fort  Adanis,  K.  I 

David's  THlaixl.  X.  Y 

Plattj4liuijjli  liurrackA, N.  Y 

Fort  Porter,  N.  y  

F«.rt  Foot«»,  Md 

Fort  WtiYiie,  Mich 

Wilh'ls  i^oint,  N.  Y 

Fort  WiMlHWorth,  N.  Y 

Fort  TjHh*p«'n<lence,  Mass . . . 

Fort  Haniiltiui,  N.  Y 

Carlisle  Barracka,  Pa 

Fort  IJrady,  Micb 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Waahinpton  Arsenal 

Fort  Mf  Henry,  Md . . 

Fort  Wood,  >\Y 

Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y 

Fort  Ontario,  N.  Y 

Madison  Barracks,  N.  Y 

Fort  Colunibua,  N.  Y 

('<»liiinl»us  liarracks,  Ohio. . . 


South 


Total  Deimrtment  of  the  East 


McPliersou  Barracks,  Ga 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Chattanooga,  Tenn 

Fort  «rohn8tou,  N.  C 

Mount  V«'mon  Barracks,  Ala. . 

Saint  Aiipiatine,  Fla 

Newport  Barracks,  Ky 

Fort  Barrancas, Fla  .". 

Baton  Rouge  Barracks,  La 

Little  Rock  Barracks,  Ark 

Key  West  Barracks,  Fla 


Total  Department  of  the  South 

Total  Division  of  the  Atlantic . 

Arizona 


Camp  Grant,  Arix 

Camp  Thomas,  AHz . . . 
(>amp  Lowell,  Ariz  . . . . 
Camp  McDowell,  Ariz. 
Camp  Mohave.  Ariz  . . . 

Camp  Verde,  Ariz 

Fort  Whipple,  Ariz. . . . 


Total  Department  of  Arizona. 
California 


Fort  Alcatraz,  Cal 

Angel  Island,  Cal 

Benicia  Barracks,  Cal. . 

Camp  Bid  well,  Cal 

Camp  Halleck,  Kev 

Camp  McDennit^  Nev , 

Presidio.  Cal 

Fort  Pomt,  Cal 


Amount. 


9, 


$38  00 

38  00 
170  00 
362  00 
140  00 
276  00 
110  00 
540  00 
468  00 
176  00 
495  00 

15  00 
124  00 
547  00 
698  00 
498  00 
124  00 
132  00 

97  00 
540  00 
163  00 

54  00 


Total  Department  of  California 


68  00 
10.000  00 
103  00 
158  00 
212  00 
364  00 
266  00 
.309  00 
226  00 
88  00 
470  00 


400  00 

100  00 

1,755  00 

4,200  00 

973  00 

990  00 

1,086  00 


72  00 
679  00 

40  00 
160  00 
298  60 
350  00 
1,137  00 
162  00 


Total. 


$14, 805  00 


12,264  00 


27,060  00 


0,504  00 


2,  SOS  00 
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^™°"- 

TMal 

FWI  L|1^4.i,  i.bliM 

5,000  uo 

300  00 

vm  00 
133  uo 

fS  h"™  wSl^wih ;  11" ! '. 

112.  WO. 
24,  IN  01 

l-oit  l;nici  lu.I.  T 

FiirllLiii-y.X.M..x 

3!S  00 
35  00 
49100 
218  00 
1.020  00 
416  00 
B20  00 
423  00 

"■is 

M  00 

a,uTooo 

B^^E^-^^ 

Fui1S1iiii1i.m,K.Mm 

avlE'S.',-;..''.::::- ::  ■■■ 

I  ml.  T. 

Jeirvi-«ii.  IhirmvltK,  M» 

11,391  M 

„ 

200  00 

1.8S2  0U 

2100 

537  00 

£S 

WOO 
00  00 

is 

332  00 
US  00 
MOO 
TlOO 

Fort  FrM atwli^  Wyo 

Fu«  Ijiniiiiii'.  Wjo 

Fcutlliiiiilui.  Ki.lir 

s.«»ao 

F«nS    Hi       Mi 

Furl  V«^».  fhik 

Foi-tM('-*l!lU,  Mont  111111"!". 

FurtCast«r  tfont 

1,MM 

MO  00 
MOO 
MOO 

450  00 

isi: 

uooo 

SSgiSSfS.':";:::;::::::::: 

4,n4« 

«1»M 

7i,mm 

1 
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The  appropriation  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  hospitals  was 
$75,000. 

The  sale  of  four  buildings  and  remnants  of  two  wharves  at  different 
places  has  been  authorized. 

MILITARY  SITES  IN  TEXAS. 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875,  Congress  authorized  the  purchase 
of  three  sites  in  that  State,  viz : 

Fort  BrowTi ^25,000 

Riiigf;c)ia  Barracks 10,000 

Fort  Duncan 10,000 

Provided  "that  before  the  payment  of  the  money  hereby  appropriated 
good  titles  shall  be  made  to  the  United  States  for  such  lands  as  con- 
tem])lated  by  such  act,  #  #  #  and  no  more  than  the  amount  appro- 
priated shall  be  paid  for  such  sites  ";  and  by  same  act  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  authorized  to  iiccept  for  the  United  States,  and  free  of  all  ex- 
pense, a  conveyance  of  the  siteo'f  Fort  Mcintosh. 

The  title  to  the  site  of  Fort  Brown  has  long  been  in  litigation,  but  the 
district  court  of  Texas  a  shoit  time  since  confirmed  the  title  to  the  heirs 
of  one  Maria  Josepha  Cavazos.  The  heirs  having  declined  to  sell  the 
property  for  the  amount  appropriated,  suit  was  instituted  by  the  United 
States  in  the  district  court  of  Cameron  County,  under  the  laws  of  Texas, 
for  the  condemnation,  valuation  survey,  and  expropriation  of  the  land, 
which  luivS  since  been  decided  adversely  to  the  United  States. 

The  site  of  Ringgold  Barracks  was  also  for  years  in  litigation,  but  the 
district  court  of  Starr  County,  by  decree  dated  April  5,  1878,  fixed 
$20,000  as  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  for  the  site,  with 
$500  additional  for  costs,  and  $29.49  for  other  expenses. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  22d  May,  1878,  asked  Congress  to  ap- 
propriate the  requisite  funds,  viz,  $10,529.49,  in  addition  to  the  $10,000 
already  standing  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  fiind 
for  purchase  of  the  site.  Congress  has  not  up  to  this  time  made  the 
additional  appropriation  asked  for. 

Regarding  Fort  Duncan,  the  owner  declined  to  sell  for  the  amount 
appropriated.  He  subsequently  offered  to  sell  for  $20,000,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  asked  Congress  for  the  requisite  appropriation  to  pur- 
chase at  that  price.    Congress  failed  to  grant  the  money. 

In  February,  1877,  the  owner  increased  his  price  to  $30,000  and 
declined  to  state  the  price  at  which  he  would  sell  after  30tli  of  June  of 
that  year. 

The  United  States  now  leases  the  property  at  the  rate  of  $200  per 
month,  all  the  buildings  and  other  improvements  placed  upon  the  land 
by  the  government  having,  under  an  old  lease,  reverte<l  to  the  owner  of 
the  soil. 

Regarding  Fort  Mcintosh,  the  city  of  Laredo,  soon  after  the  passage 
of  the  act  referred  to,  executed  a  deed  conveying  said  site  to  the  United 
States,  but  as  the  deed  then  prepared  carried  with  it  certain  obligatory 
conditions  upon  the  United  States,  the  Department  of  Justice  advised 
its  non-acceptance. 

The  city  authorities  having  subsequently  executed  a  new  deed,  it  was 
duly  submitted  to  the  War  Department,  with  recommendation  for  further 
reference  and  action  of  Department  of  Justice. 

The  purchase  of  various  other  military  sites  in  Texas  has,  within  the 
past  few  years,  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  but  no  satis- 
factory conclusions  have  been  reached. 
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Ill  a  communication  of  April  21, 1879,  to  the  Hon.  S.  B.  Maxey,  of  the 
Senate,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  concurred  with  the  Greneral  of 
the  Army  in  recommending  ^<  that  Congress  appropriate  a  round  som,  say 
$200,000,  to  purchase  sites  already  in  existence  in  Texas,  and  for  such 
others  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  defense  of  that  frontier,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  War  Department.'' 

POST  CEMETERIES. 

Authority  has  been  granted,  and  instnictions  given  by  this  ofEtoe 
during  the  fiscal  year  for  repairing  the  cemetery  fences,  erecting  head- 
boards, &c.,  at  Camp  Grant,  Ariz.;  Fort  Whipple,  Ariz.;  Fort  Garland, 
Colo. ;  Kinggold  Barracks,  Tex. ;  Fort  Sill,  Ind.  T. 

Thirty  bodies  were  removed  from  Old  Fort  Halleck,  Wyoming,  to  the 
National  Cemetery  at  Fort  McPherson,  Nebraska,  and  the  remains  of 
about  the  same  number  of  officers  and  sol(Uers  who  fell  in  the  battle  of 
San  I*ascual  in  1846  have  been  removed  to  a  site  on  the  military  reser- 
vation at  San  Diego,  Cal. 

LOSSES  BY  FIRE. 

Twelve  tires  have  been  rei)Oite<l  duiing  the  liscal  year,  viz: 

July  9,  1878,  at  Fort  McPherson,  Nebr. ;  carpenter-shop,  &c.,  de- 
stroyed. 

.Tul}'  \'^,  1878,  at  Fort  A.  Lincioln,  Dak.;  e^rpenter-shop,  &c.,  de- 
stroyed. 

October  !i7,  1878,  at  Fort  Whip) )le,  Ariz. ;  three  sets  of  officers'  quar- 
ters. 

October  21),  1878,  at  Fort  Dod^e,  Kans. ;  ice-house  partially  de- 
stroyed. 

November  3, 1878,  at  Foil  Leavenworth,  Kans. ;  stable  destroyed. 

No^'(Ullbe^  (>,  1878,  at  Fort  Missoula,  Mont. ;  two  sets  officers'  quarters 
destroyed. 

DcK'cniber  8,  1878,  at  Fort  Mcllenry,  Md. ;  post-trader's  store  and 
bouse  d(sstroyed. 

December  14, 1878,  at  Camp  Independence,  Cal. ;  one  set  officers'  quar- 
ters destroyed. 

l)e<'eiiiber  24,  1878,  at  Fort  Keoffh,  Mont.;  two  sets  officers'  qnarters 

(lest  roved. 
«■ 

Decejuber  31,  1878,  at  Fort  McHenry,  Md. ;  one  set  officers'  quarters 
partially  destroyed. 

.Jimuary  4,  1879,  at  Chicago,  111. ;  headquarters  offices  partially  de- 
stro>i»d. 

]Vlan?li  (),  1879,  at  Fort  McHenry,  Md.;  battery  B  quarters  partially 
destroyed. 

RKSKllVATIONS  DECLARED. 

F(»ui  r(»s(a'\es  have  been  d«»clared  during  the  fiscal  vear,  viz: 
Fort  Meade,  Duk.,  Deeember  18,  1878. 
l-'ort  Lewis,  Colo.,  Jaiuiarv  28,  1879. 
(.'amp  Sheridan,  Nebr.,  April  28,  1879. 
i'ort  Missoula,  Mont.,  June  10,  1879. 

JAS.  M.  MOORE, 
Quartermaster^  U.  A  A. 
\\v\\i,  (ien.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

(^>uariermaHter-General^  U,  S.  A„  Waahingtotij  J).  C, 
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No.  7. — Report  of  Maj.  J.  M.  Moore. 

Qua£Tbbma8TEB-Genbbal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  1,  1879. 

tTENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowing  report  of  the 
opemtious  of  this  office  during  the, fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  so 
far  as  pertains  to  the  businesa  of  claims  under  the  a«t  of  July,  1864 
(sec.  3U0,  A,  Revised  Statutes  U.  S.),  and  certain  miscellaneous  claims, 
the  duties  of  which  were  assigned  to  my  charge  and  Kiipor\-ision  by 
your  letter  of  instractions  of  November  25,  1878. 

The  claims  consideretl  by  this  ofBce,  under  the  law  referred  to,  are 
those  of  citizens  in  States  not  in  rebellion,  for  quartermaster  stores  act- 
ually fttmished  to  the  Army  of  the  Uuit«d  States  during  the  rebellion. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  claims  presented  under  the  law  come  from  citi- 
zens in  tbe  Stat*^8  of  Maryland^  West  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennesseejand 
Missouri.  The  larger  proportion  come  from  citizens  iu  the  Stat©  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee.  A  considerable  nnrober  liave  been  presented  by 
citizens  in  other  States  not  named  above,  principally  from  those  States 
bordering  on  or  near  the  line  of  the  contending  armies  during  the  war, 
or  in  and  through  which  there  were  active  military  operations,  conflicts, 
and  nioveini'Tit-i. 

When  one  of  these  claims  is  jtroperly  presented,  the  law  requires  the 
Quartermaster -General  to  cause  it  to  be  examined,  and,  "  if  convinced 
that  it  is  just  and  of  the  loyalty  of  the  claimant,  and  that  the  stores 
have  been  actually  received  or  taken  for  tb'e  use  of  and  used  by  the 
Army,"  then  to  rei>ort  each  case  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasnry, 
with  a  recommendation  for  settlement. 

On  iiceount  of  the  lapse  of  time,  d^ath  and  removal  of  witnesses  and 
other  causes,  the  investigation  and  examination  of  tliese  claims  has  be- 
come a  very  difficult,  tedious  and  exjiensive  operation. 

The  following  stat«ment  shows  the  number  of  agents  employed  under 
the  <lircction  of  the  officers  of  the  ilepartment  charged  with  the  inves- 
tigation of  these  claims ; 


¥4 
ijlij 


rh'li-'^"n 


rnl,  licpnC  i|iinrtmnBii1 


aoi    i|iiiirUniuiiit«r,   depot 


Pcriixt  of  BPTTlce  equivalent  to 
5  aernte  tor  the  whole  yew 
«.Tl  .g.-i>t  tor  Bli  montii*. 


Pfri.irtofKTvicflOl 


1  le  3  Bgi'BlB  emplojwl  durine  the 
wholfi  ypAr,  itaa  1  ngpni  em- 
plavid  ttoia  Septi'inber  t, 
\m,  (0  Jnlj-  30, 1879. 


The  cost  of  transportation  furnished  in  kind  to  agents  employed  aa 
above  amounted  to  8709.33. 

In  addition  to  the  agents  employed  to  make  the  investigations  of  the 
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claims,  the  st^rvice  of  a  number  of  employx^s  is  required  to  brief  and  ar- 
range*, tlie  i)roofs  tiled  by  the  claimants,  and  the  testimony  collected 
and  n^ports  made  by  the  officers  and  agents  making  the  investigationB, 
the  cost  of  which  during  the  fiscal  year  has  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$33,(>57.19. 

Tlie  foregoing  statements  show  the  total  amount  paid  from  the  appro- 
l)riation  made  for  the  suppoi*t  of  the  Army,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1879,  for  services,  &c.,of  employes  engaged  on  these  war  claims, 
to  be  $100,824.78. 

The  numbers,  amounts,  &c.,  of  claims  inv^estigatcd  by  agents  and 
reported  upon  by  the  officers  charged  with  making  the  investigations 
duiing  the  past  fiscal  year  are  as  follows : 


N:(iii«-8  of  oflic('i-»  iiiaking  n-ixirts. 


Col.  Jluriiri  [n<;ullrt,  uHsiHtant  quiii1i*niiaat4ir-iieneiiil,  chii'f  quarUT- 
luastcr  Military  DiviHiun  of  tlu-  Missouri.  Chicajjo,  Hi 

Liout.  Col.  Jas.  a'.  Ekiii,  dcinit  v  •iiiaitinuastei-^jt-neral,  di'pot  iniar- 
terina.st<.'r,  JtitfiTsouvill**,  lud 

Capt.  A.  F.  KockwcU,  ussistunt  quurtoriuasU-T,  (Irjjot  quai-tiTrnastrr, 
Wasbin^ou,  D.  C 


30 

6 
'A 

Totul  amount  of 
clainio. 

ml 

:?n 

)|(30U,041  S2 

$1,  357  OU 

1.  938 

1, 413, 709  49 

ITfs  2f»  51 

I'll 

201,  863  53 

43,907  71 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  and  amounts  of  claims  on 
hand  July  1,  1878,  the  number  and  amounts  of  those  received,  and  the 
number  and  amounts  of  those  on  which  decisive  action  was  taken  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  enduig  June  30,  1879,  and  of  those  remaining  on 
hand. 

Sialement  of  cla'unn  under  the  (ict  of  July  4,  18G4,  vhapter2\^,  nectxon  300  J,  RevUted  Statute^j 
in  ihv  QuartermaKtir-dencraVH  Office^  for  theJUfcal  year  ending  June  30,  1879. 


Nunibor. 


On  hand  July  1,  li^78.  which  hsul  provioualy  been 
siispt'inltMlor  had  received  no  uec^islve  action  . . 
I4«cci ved  durinj;  the  year 


11,676 
1,640 


Tot-id  on  haiul  and  rcceiv^ed    

Decisive  action  taken  duriii«r  the  year — 

Apni-oved .* 

Retlm^tion  on  elainis  approved 

ll<»j«  eted .  . 


Total  on  which  final  action  hiis  been  taken. 
Kt  niaininj?  on  hand  Jnlv  1,  1879 


635 
i,'032 


Amount.       i  Number. 


$5. 960, 172  50  I 


961, 420  00  I 


13, 316 


121, 568  26  I 
199,517  37  ! 
1, 077, 212  92 


1,667 


11,649 


Amcrant. 


$6. 021.  593  .'lO 


1.398,298  55 


5.523.288  85 


Of  the  number  of  clfiims  reported  as  remaining  on  hand  at  the  dose 
of  the  liscal  year,  1,440  were  ready  for  the  final  action  of  the  Quartor- 
master-General,  and  an  iulditional  number  of  683  were  completed  and 
ready  for  my  revision  for  submission  for  final  action,  making  a  totid  of 
2,120  claims  nearly  or  quite  ready  for  final  action,  which  was  not  had 
because  of  the  press  of  other  (hities  upon  the  Quartermaster-Gtoneral 
and  his  oliice ;  this  number  added  to  the  1,667  claims,  on  which  dectsiye 
action  was  taken  during  the  year,  shows  a  total  number  of  3,796  ckumB 
which  received,  or  were  in  a  condition  to  receive,  final  action  during  fhe 
fiscal  year. 
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These  3,796  claims,  amounting  to  $3,18G,G58.55,  show  an  averagi  of 
about  $840  for  each  claim. 

Tlie  total  expense  of  the  work  on  these  claims  during  the  fiscal  year 
is  shown  by  the  following  figures : 

Auioiuit  paid  for  services  of  agents  and  clerks  from  appropriation  for 
support  of  the  Army,  including  transi)ortation  taken,  furnished  in  kind.   $100, 825  52 

Amount  paid  for  services  of  clerks  in  this  office  from  legislative,  judicial, 

and  executive  appropriation 22, 000  00 

Total 122,825  52 

These  figures  show  the  average  cost  of  investigating  and.  preparing 
3,796  claims,  amounting  to  $3,186,658.55,  for  final  action  during  the  fis- 
cal year,  to  be  about  $32.35  each. 

It  should,  however,  be  taken  into  consideration  in  connection  with  the 
foregoing  statement,  showing  the  work  performed  and  the  cost  thereof, 
that  a  large  number  of  claims  were  investigated  and  passed  in  different 
stages  of  examination  during  the  year,  but  had  not  reached  a  condition 
for  final  action  by  the  Quartermaster-General;  and  it  also  should  be  re- 
membered that  uuich  labor  is  expended  by  the  clerical  foi*ce  of  this  oflBce, 
engaged  on  the  w^ork  of  these  claims,  in  answering  the  very  heavy  cor- 
respondence and  many  verbal  inquiries  from  claimants,  their  attorney's 
and  friends,  relative  to  the  condition  of  tiieir  claims,  many  of  which  have 
long  since  been  finally  acted  upon  by  the  Quartermaster-General.  The 
time  and  service  employed  in  such  correspondence  is  very  great  and 
enters  largely  into  the  annual  cost  of  the  work  on  these  claims. 

In  the  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  submitted 
by  my  predecessor  in  charge  of  this  branch  of  the  office,  Maj.  K.  N.  Batch - 
elder,  a  statement  was  made  showing  the  number  and  amounts  of  the 
claims  received,  considered,  &c.,  by  this  office  uudfer  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  during  each  year  since  the  passage  of  that  act. 
I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  repeat  that  whole  statement  here,  but  in 
order  to  bring  the  general  information  it  furnishes  up  to  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879, 1  have  taken  from  that  statement  the 
total  figures  under  the  several  headings  and  have  added  thereto  the 
corresponding  information  a«  to  claims  received,  considered,  &c.,  during 
the  past  fiscal  year,  as  follows,  viz : 


Received. 
No.     I      Amount. 


Allowed. 


No. 


Amount. 


I  Amount  dis- 
!  allowed  in 
I  claims  on 
■I  which  al- 
j  lowance 
I     was  made. 


Rejected. 


No. 


Prior  to  June  30, 
1878 

During  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 
1879 


Amount. 


39, 108   $29,  595,  594  99     9, 270  $4,  022,  364  69  $3,  367,  275  07 


1,640 


961, 420  00 


Total I  40,748     30,557,014  99 


635 


121,  568  26  I      199,  517  37 


18,162 
1,032 


9,  905     4, 143,  932  95     3,  566,  792  44 


19,194 


$16, 245, 782  68 
1, 077, 212  92 


17, 322,  995  60 


By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1879,  sec.  3,  it  is  provided 
''  that  all  claims  not  presented  and  filed  under  said  act  (act  of  July  4, 
1864),  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  shall  be  forever  barred." 

There  has  been  a  very  material  increase  of  the  number  of  claims  filed 
since  the  passage  of  the  act. 


\ 
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*  MISCELLANEOUS  CLAIMS. 

Other  claims  of  a  miscellaneoas  character,  besides  those  presented 
under  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  have  been  received,  examined  and  consid- 
ered in  this  office  under  my  direction  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Tliese  miscellaneous  claims  consist  principally  of  charges  for  quarter- 
masters' stores,  covered  by  regular  certified  vouchers,  presented  to  this 
office  and  the  Thinl  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  by  whom  they  are  referred 
to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  examination,  and  on  such  information 
from  the  records  and  files  of  this  office  as  can  be  furnished,  they  are 
considere<l  and  disposed  of  by  the  accounting  officers  of  tlie  Trea«ary, 
without  reference  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  4, 1864. 

A  number  of  these  misci'.Uaneons  claims  ai'e  of  that  class,  the  settlement 
of  which  is  provided  for  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1849  (sec.  3484,  Revised 
Statute-s),  for  horses  and  other  means  of  tran8i)ortation  lost  in  the  mili- 
tary serNice,  which  are  referred  to  the  Qnartermjister-General  for  inves- 
tigation, and  they  are  investigated  by  the  agents  engaged  on  similar 
work  under  the  a<*t  of  July  4,  1804. 

The  total  numlK^r  of  these  miscellaneous  claims  receive<l  during  the 
fiscal  ye^r  ending  June  30, 1879,  is  123,  amounting  to  $18,072.56,  and  the 
totjil  nuiii])or  and  anumnts  considered  an<l  acted  on  are  as  follows:  181 
claims,  amounting  to  *25,(U>3  (>4,  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treavsury  for  action,  and  4  claims,  amounting  in  $3,725.25,  referred  to 
other  det)artment.s  of  the  government,  as  proi>erly  j)ertaining  thereto. 
1  am,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  ol)edient  servant, 

JAS.  M.  MOORE, 

QuartermoHter^  U.  8.  A. 

The  Quartermaster-General,  U.  8.  A. 


No.  8. — Report  of  Capt.  A .  F,  Rockwell j  in  charge  of  National  Cemeteriei. 

Office  of  National  Cemeteries, 

Washington^  D.  C,  Augmt  26,  1879. 

(tENERAl  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  regard 
to  the  national  military  (rometeries  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1870: 

There  were,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  79  national  cemeteries; 
27  first  class,  17  second-class,  14  third-chiss,  and  21  fourth-class.  To 
this  numl>er,  one  has  since  been  added.  Oeneral  Order  78,  Acyutant- 
GeneraPs  Oftice,  August  1,  1S79,  annoimced  the  Custer  battle-field,  on 
the  Little  Big  llorn  River,  Montana  Territory,  as  a  national  cemetery. 
It  is  proposed  to  gather  the  remains  of  the  soldiers  now  buried  there  into 
a  vault,  and  over  this  erect,  on  a  high  mound,  a  massive  granite  monu- 
ment, which  has  already  l)een  prepared  at  Mason.  N.  H.,  and  ordered 
shipped  to  Montana.  On  the  sides  of  the  shaft  of  this  monument  are  in- 
Mcribed  the  names  of  those  who  fell  in  the  fight  with  the  Sioux  Indians 
on  the  2oth  an<l  2()th  of  June,  1876. 

On  July  1,  1878,  there  were  OS  sui)erintend^nts.  During  the  year 
10  were  apiK)inted,  while  3  died,  3  resigned,  and  1  was  dischai^ged. 
There  were,  therefore,  on  June  30, 1879,  71  superintendents  in  service. 

One  superintendent,  Henry  Fowler,  in  charge  of  the  Ghalmette  Cem- 
etery, died  of  the  yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans,  La.  One  of  the  civil 
engineers  of  tlie  department,  3Ir.  S.  M.  llobbins,  also  fell  a  victim  to  the 
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disease  at  Baton  Kouge,  La.  In  the  light  of  this  experience,  therett>re, 
and  in  view  of  the  recurrence  of  the  epiilemic  at  Memphis  this  year,  it 
has  been  ordered  that  upon  its  approach  in  the  vicinity  of  any  of  the 
national  cemeteries,  the  superintendent  shall  be  ordered  to  some  safe 
place  within  reasonable  distance ;  such  a  course  being  promjited  fcy  the 
dictates  of  humanity,  no  less  than  by  regard  for  the  superintendents, 
all  ex -soldiers,  whose  lives  haA  e  heretofore  been  imperilled  on  the  field 
of  battle.  Thus  far  it  has  been  necessary  to  move  only  one  superin- 
tendent from  his  station — Memphis.     He  has  gone  to  Nashville. 

There  were  interred  in  the  national  cemeteries,  according  to  the  June 
re])orts  of  the  superintoinleius,  ;51<S,45r)  bodies;  170,000  known,  and 
147,405  unknown.     These  are  buried  in  the  dilferent  States  as  follows  : 


C    X 


Xsiiiif  (»f  StJiti'. 


'>" 


w     -1,       1 


Xaiiu*  of  Stat**. 


a  B  ' 


9. 


2 
•> 


1 

17 

4 
o 

2 

T 
1 

3 
4 


New  York 

Xt^W  JlTHI'V 

Maryland .'. 

Pennsylvania  .  ^ . .   . . 
District  of  Colombia 

West  Virjpnia 

Virjdnia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

MisHissippi 

Loaisiana 


0,771 

142 

7,001 

3,847 

5,356 

634 

;jr.,  512 

3,603 

4.947 

20.  ()60 

791 

751 

5,992 

10,431 


70 

2,651 

2, 180 

1,636 

288 

620 

38,233 

15,060 

7,292 

3,922 

657 

112 

19,404 

10,160 


7 

6 
•> 

3 

3 

•> 

•J 

1 
1 
1 
1 


Texas 1,716  1, 54tl 

ArkanHus 4,397  4,270 

TenuesMtc 32, 272  24, 704 

Kentucky 7, 925  2, 508 

Indiana 2, 824  712 

Illinois 3, 792  3, 085 

Missouri  9,762  4,031 

Kansas 1,209  1,074 

Iowa i  610  21 

Indian  Territory 212  2, 212 

Nebraska 149  291 

City  of  Mexico 254  750^ 

Total I  170,960  i      147,495 


The  above  does  not  include  interments  in  post  and  private  ceineteries*^ 

The  giaves,  except  in  case  of  prisoners  of  war  and  civilians,  are 
marked  with  durable  headstones,  of  marble  or  granite,  appropriately 
inscribed. 

By  the  act  of  February  3, 1879,  Congress  authorized  the  erection  of 
headstones  at  the  graves  of  Union  sokUers  interred  in  private,  village, 
or  city  cemeteries.  Proposals  for  the  work  were  invited  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1879,  and  the  bids  were  opened  by  the  Quartermaster-General 
on  the  16th  of  June  last.  The  lowest  offer  for  furnishing  and  erecting 
the  stones  was  that  of  A.  Deane,  of  Atchison,  Kans.,  $2.20  per  stone, 
but  his  bid  wa^  informal  and,  being  unaccompanied  by  a  guaranty,  waii 
thrown  out  after  allowing  him  a  reasonable  time  to  furnish  some  evi- 
dence of  his  resxwnsibility .  A  portion  of  the  work — the  greater  portion — 
was  then  awarded  to  D.  W.  Whitney,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  at  prices  ranging 
jfrom  $1.99  to  $2.38.  The  other  portion  was  awarded  to  S.  G.  Bridges, 
of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  at  $2.25  for  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  $2.60  for  the  re- 
mainder. Under  these  contracts,  if  carried  out,  the  price  for  all  the 
stones  will,  it  is  estimated,  average  about  $2.28  x>er  stone,  which,  taking 
into  consideration  all  the  difficulties  of  the  work,  is  a  very  low  figure. 

Immediately  after  the  parage  of  the  act  referred  to,  circulars  and 
notices  were  prepared  giving  ii^ormation  of  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
and  these  were  distributed  and  published  throughout  the  country 
through  the  means  of  the  press  and  i)ost-offices.  Thousands  of  appli- 
cations have  been  received  and  numbers  continue  to  reach  this  office  ' 
daily.  The  labor  of  recording,  verijfyingj  and  arranging  them  being,  of 
course,  very  great,  will  consume  much  time.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be 
practicable  to  furnish  any  of  the  stones  during  the  present  year,  but  it 
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is  htoped  to  have  the.  lists  ready  for  the  contractors  in  time  for  them  to 
commence  active  operatioDS  next  spring. 

The  stones  Tvill  be  of  the  same  dimensions  as  those  required  for  the 
national  cemeteries  north  of  Washington,  except  that  they  will  be  but  half 
the  thickness,  two  inches.  The  company  and  regiment  of  the  deceased 
will  be  added  to  the  inscription  as  a  means  of  closer  identificatioii. 

The  work  at  the  national  cemeteries  has,  during  the  year,  been  per- 
formed in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
keep  these  i)laces  in  the  best  possible  condition.  At  the  larger  cemeteries, 
such  as  Arlington,  Chattanooga,  Nashville,  Vicksburg,  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks, &:c.,  judcious  iDiprovements  can,  of  course,  always  be  made. 
These  it  is  pur|>ose(l  to  add  from  time  to  time  as  means  are  available. 
During  the  past  year  contracts  were  made  for  the  erection  of  massive 
stone  arches,  similar  to  the  one  at  Arlington,  for  the  cemeteries  at 
Vicksburg  and.  Chattanooga.  The  Vicksburg  arch  will  shortly  be 
completed.  On  these  arches  will  be  inscribed  the  name  of  the  cemetery, 
date  of  establishment,  and  number  of  soldiers  buried  within  the  indo- 
sure. 

*  The  columns  of  the  portico  of  the  old  War  Department  building  have 
been  taken  to  Arlington,  and  are  ere<5tiug  at  the  northeast  and  center 
entraDces  to  that  cemetery  on  the  east  front.  .  The  following  inscription 
is  to  be  cut  on  the  frieze :  "  Six  columns  erected  in  the  portico  cJ  the 
War  Office,  Washington,  in  1818,  were,  on  the  demolition  of  ttkst  build- 
ing in  April,  1879,  transferred  to  the  gateways  of  this  Arlington  national 
military'  cemetery." 

The  Arlington  Cemetery  is  perhaps  as  great  an  object  of  interest  to 
the  general  visitor  to  the  national  capital  as  any  other  public  institation. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  I  think,  that  it  is  kept  in  as  good  condition 
as  any  of  the  public  grounds  in  or  near  the  city  of  Wasliington.  It  is  a 
matter  of  considerable  regret,  therefore,  that  the  approach  to  it  from  tJie 
Aqueduct  Bridge  is  so  bad.  I  venture,  therefore,  to  renew  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  my  last  annual  report  that  a  special  appropria- 
tion be  asked  of  Congress  to  im])rove  this  road.  For  the  Vicksburg 
Cemetery  an  entirely  new  road  was  authorized  to  be  constructed ;  but 
in  this  instance  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  grade  and  drain  tire  road 
already  used. 

In  connection  with  the  Vicksburg  road  I  will  here  state  that  the  money 
allowed  for  this  work,  $7,000,  has  been  expended,  and  the  road  has  been 
about  half  finished.  The  full  amount  asked  for  in  the  original  estimate 
will  be  required,  that  is,  $6,000  more.  That  the  work  already  done  may 
be  of  some  practical  benefit,  it  is  desirable  that  it  be  completed  as  early 
as  possible. 

The  grounds  at  Chattanooga,  Andersonville,  and  Nashville  have  been 
greatly  improved  during  the  past  year,  and  are  now  reported  to  present 
a  very  handsome  appearance. 

Superintendents'  lodges  at  Baton  Eouge,  Port  Hudson,  Andersonville, 
Fort  Gibson,  Fort  McPherson,  and  Beverly,  and  inclosing  walls  at  Baton 
Rouge,  Andersonville,  Fort  Gibson,  Fort  McPherson,  and  Grafton  have 
been  comi)letC(l  since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report. 

A  rostrum  for  the  use  of  speakers  on  Decoration  Day  has  been  erected 
at  each  of  the  following-named  cemeteries :  Chalmette,  La.,  Vicksburg, 
Miss.,  Chattanooga  and  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Antietam,  Md..  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  and  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.  Vines  have  been  planted  around  them 
to  afford  shade  and  to  add  to  their  ai)pearanee. 

The  sundry  civil  bill,  approved  June  20,  1878,  contained  a  clause 
appropriating  the  sum  of  $1,500  for  the  care  and  protection   of  the 
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€oiifeilerate  cemetery  on  Jolmson's  Island,  Ohio,  with  a  proviso,  how- 
ever, that  the  title  to  the  land  should  be  transferred  to  the  United 
States  before  expending  any  of  the  monej'.  No  provision  was  made 
for  the  i)urchase  of  the  property,  and  the  owner  declines  to  make  it  a 
gift  to  tlie  government,  except  under  the  following  conditions,  which  it 
was  not  deemed  pro^^er  to  accept  without  the  express  sanction  of  Con- 
gress, namely :  1.  That  if,  at  any  time,  the  government  should  cease  to 
keep  the  lot  in  good  condition,  or  cease  to  use  it  for  cemetery  purposes 
alone,  it  should  revert  to  him.  2.  That  some  one  to  be  designated  by 
himself,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  should  be  appointed  to  have  charge  of  it 
at  all  times. 

The  owner  has  been  asked  to  name  a  sum  for  which  he  would  sell  the 
lot,  free  of  all  conditions,  but  has  not  responded.  It  is,  therefore,  as- 
sumed that  he  does  not  wish  to  i)art  with  the  property  except  under  the 
stipulations  named.  The  matter  is  therefore  brought  to  notice  for  such 
additional  legislation  in  the  premises  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  expenditures  for  the  national  mil- 
itary cemeteries  during  the  past  fiscal  year : 

Walls  and  lodges $61,716  24 

Rent  of  <iuarter8 664  00 

Outhonses  and  greenhouses 14, 936  55 

Treen  and  plant^s 1,813  75 

Employes 32,085  80 

Drainage 1,498  84 

Tools,  stores,  and  office  furniture 7,045  44 

Improvements  of  grounds 16, 013  57 

Hagstaffs  and  water  supply 2,335  13 

Purchase  of  land,  exammation  of  titles,  &c 652  25 

luterments,  advertising,  printing,  &c. 1,378  90 

Total 140,140  47 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant,  

A.  F.  EOCKWELL, 
Captain  and  A.  Q.  M.y  U.  8.  A.,  in  charge  of  National  Cemeteries. 

The  Quabtebmasteb-Genebal,  U.  S.  A. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSARY-GENERAL  OF 

SUBSISTENCE. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

COMMISSARY-GENERAL  OF  SUBSISTENCE. 


War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington^  D.  C,  October  9, 1879. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  circular  from 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  dated  September  6, 1879, 1  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Subsistence 
Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  with  such  remarks 
and  recommendations  in  connection  therewith  as  are  thought  to  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  government  and  the  Army. 

resources  and  expenditures. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  aggregate  fiscal  resources  and 
expenditures  of  the  department  for  the  year  mentioned,  and  the  balances 
remaining  unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year : 

resources. 

Amounts  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  appropriations  of 
the  Subsistence  Department  on  Jane  30,  1878,  as  follows : 

Subsistence  (rf  the  Army,  1877 $4,126  11 

Claims  '^  for  quartermaster  stores  and  commissary  sup- 
plies, act  July  4,  1864,"  per  act  March  11,  1878,  being 

portion  for  "  commissary  "  supplies 67  55 

Claims  **for  quartermaster  stores  and  commissary  sup- 
plies, act  Jiuy  4,  1864,"  per  act  April  30,  1878,  being 

portion  for  "commissary"  supplies 10  50 

$4,204  16 

Amount  to  the  credit  of  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department,  and  of 
officers  doing  duty  in  the  Subsistence  Department  with  the  Treasurer, 
assistant  treasurers,  and  designated  depositaries,  and  in  their  personal 
possession,  on  same  date,  as  follows : 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1878 161,561  02 

Amount  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  United  States  and  in 
process  of  cover  into  the  appropriation  on  June  30, 1878,  since  covered 
in,  as  follows : 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1678 Ill  84 

Amounts  appropriated  for  the  Subsistence  Department 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  as  follows : 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1879,  act  April  30,  1878 ....  $300, 000  00 
Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1879,  act  June  18,  1878  ....  2, 015, 000  00 
Commutation  of  rations  to  prisoners  of  war  in  rebel 

StateSjperact  June  14, 1878 1,348  75 

Claims  lor  "quartermaster's  stores  and  commissary- 
supplies,  act  July  4,  1864,"  per  act  March  3,  1879, 

beinc  the  portion  for  *  *  commissary  "  supplies 10, 152  28 

Miscellaneous  claims  audited  by  Third  Auditor  under 
fourth  section  act  June  14, 1878-,  per  act  March  3, 
1879,  being  portion  for  *  *  conunissaiy  "  supplies,  &c .  7, 545  25 

2, 334, 046  28 
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Amounts  allotted  l>y  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Subsist euce  Depart- 
ment for  the  subsistence  of  prisoners  at  military  prison,  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, and  for  oils  and  wicking,  for  the  tiscal  year  1879: 
Support  of  the  military  prison,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  1879.. .         f2"2, 937  00 
Amount  transfen*ed  to  the  Subsistence  Department  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  for  above  purposes : 
Support  of  the  military  prison.  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  1879...  2, 03C  43 

Amounts  refunded  to  the  appropriations  of  the  Subsistence  Department 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  1879,  as  follows: 
To   the    approi)riatiou.  Subsistence  of   the 
Army,  1876: 
On  account  of  stoppage  of  pay  of  ofliccrs . .  S'>  97 

On  account  of  loss  of  subsistence  stores  in 
transportation 45  81 

$r)2  78 

To   the    ai>i>ropriation,  SubbisTence  of  the 

Anny,  1?<77: 
On  account  of  stoppage  of  pay  of  officers . .  77  64 

On  account  of  loss  of  subsistence  stores  in 

trans})ortation 77  62 

155  26 

To  the    appropriation.  Subsistence  of   the 

Army,  lf<7ri: 
By  the  Pay  Department: 

On  account  of  tobacco  sold  to  enlisted 
men  during  the  fiscal  year  1878 23,216  13 

On  account  of  subsistence  stores  sold  to 
officers  and  enlisted  men  on  credit 
during  the  fiscal  year  1878 207  61 

On  account  of  subsistence  stores  lost  by 
a  commissary-sergeant  during  the  fis- 
cal year  1878 210  66 

By  the  Quartennastei-'s  Department: 

On  account  of  purchase  of  beef  cattle  by 
that  department  during  the  fiscal  vear 
1878 '....         183  12    t 

On  account  of  subsistence  stores  lost  in 
transportation  during  the  fiscal  year 

1878 426  00 

By  the  Interior  Department : 

On  account  of  subsisti^nce  stores  fur- 
nished Indians  during  the  fiscal  year 

1878 826  11 

Deposits  by  officers  of  the  Army : 

On  account  of  sales  at  auction,  &G.y  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  1878 48  38 

On  accounts  of  sales  to  ci\ilian  employes 
during  the  fiscal  year  1878 49  92 

On  account  of  errors  in  accounts  pertain- 
ing to  fiscal  year  1878 22  88 

Of  unexpended  balances  pertaining  to 
fiscal  year  1878 3,481  91 

Transfers,  &c.,  on  settlement  of  officers' 
accounts  pertaining  to  the  fiscal  year 
1878 69  19 

28,741  91 

To   the    apnropriation,  Subsistence  of  the 

Army,  i':^9: 
By  the  Pay  Department: 
On  account  of  tobacco  sold  to  enlisted 

men  during  the  fiscal  year  1879 98,872  69 

On  account  of  subsistence  stores  sold  to 

Indian  scouts,  &c.,  during  the  fiscal 

year  1879 427  44 

On  account  of  subsistence*  stores  sold  to 

officers  and  enlisted  men  on  credit  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  1879 47  99 

By  the  Quartermaster's  Department : 
On  account  of  subsistence  stores  lost  in 

transportation  during  the  fiscal  year 

1879 235  99 
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By  the  Interior  Department: 
On  account  of  subsistence  stores  fur- 
nished Indians  during  the  fiscal  year 

1879 $664  23 

By  deposits  by  officers  of  the  Army: 
On  account  of  sales  to  officers  and  to 
civilian  employ^  during   the   fiscal 

year  1879... 275  65 

On  account  of  sales  of  condemned  stores 
at  auction,  &c.,  during  the  fiscal  year 

1879 155  92 

In  settlement  of  accounts  during  the  fis- 
cal year  1879 233  25 

$100, 913  16 

$129,863  11 

Amounts  received  by  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department  and  bv  offi- 
cers doing  duty  in  the  Subsistence  Department,  nom  sales  of  subsist- 
ence stores,  to  the  following  purchasers  during  the  fiscal  year  1879, 
and  taken  up  for  immediate  disbursement  under  the  appropriation. 
Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1879: 
Salestoofficersof  the  Army,  $425,687^64 ;  toenlisted  men,  $326,008.41 ; 
tocivilian employ^,  $9,080.94;  to noval officers,  $2,044.69;  tocivil- 
ian  engineers,  $132.86;  to  the  Engineer  Corps,  $623.63;  to  Indian 
agents,  $1,017.67;  to  employ^  or  Indian  aeentSj  $213.73;  to  Sol- 
diers' Home,  $351.98;  to  superintendents  of  national  cemeteries, 
$111.38;  to  steamers^  $463.08;  to  United  States  military  prison. 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  $14,886.41 ;  to  United  States  marshals, 
$90.57;  of  condemned  stores  at  auction,  $8,621.45;  of  boxes,  bar- 
rels, &c.,  $1,747.69;  of  garden-seeds  and  a^cultural  implements, 

$416.22;  total 791,403  63 

Amount  taken  up  by  officers  doing  duty  in  the  Subsist-ence  Depart- 
ment on  account  of  stores  lost,  damaged,  d&c,  and  in  correction 
of  errors  in  their  accounts  during  the  fiscal  year  1879 : 
Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1679 1,637  64 


^ 


Total  resources 3,447,801  11 

EXPENDITURES, 

Amounts  expended  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  from  the  appropria- 
ations  of  the  Subsistence  Department  during  the  fiscal  year  1879,  as 
follows : 
From  Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1877 : 

In  settlement  of  the  accoimts  of  officers $55  63 

In  payment  of  liabilitiM  ioiouired  in  fiscal  year  1877 .  710  d3 

■     '  $765  96 

From  Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1878 : 

In  settlement  of  the  aceomits  of  officers 5  60 

In  payment  of  liabilitiea  inonrred  in  the  fiscal  year 

1878 20,988  12 

Advances  to  officers  for  disbursement  (but  refunded 

asper«(mlr») w ..^ 3,461  91 

"  "  '■  ■  ' 24,475  83 

From  Sabeislenoe  of  theAnny,  1879: 

In  payment  of  Ualiilitiee  inenrred  in  fiscal  Tear  1879 5123  74 

From  claims  lor  qmart^master's  stoies  and  oommissary  supplies 

(actJuly4, 1864),  per  act  April  30,  1878 10  50 

From  claims  i^  qnartermast^s  stores  and  ocnmissary  top^ies 

(act  July  4,  1864),  per  act  March  3,  1979 10,152  28 

From  commutation  of  rations  of  prisoners  of  war  in  rebel  States, 

per  act  June  14,  1878 - 1,348  75 

From  miscellaneous  claims  audited  by  Third  Auditor,  under  fourth 

section  act  June  14,  1878,  per  act  March  3,  1879 7,545  25 

Amounts  disbursed  by  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department  and  officers 
doing  duty  in  the  Subsistence  Department  during  the  fiscal  year  1879, 
as  follows : 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1878 157,837  11 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1879 ^ 2,784,697  06 
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Amounts  dropped  by  officers  doing  dnty  in  the  Subsistence  Department 

in  correction  of  errors  in  their  accounts  during  the  fiscal  year  1879. ..  $^2  17 

Amount  expended  for  the  subsistence  of  military  prisoners  at  United 
States  military  i>ri8on  Fort  Leavenworth,  Ka^s.,  during  the  fiscal 
year  1879 : 
Support  of  the  United  States  military  prison  Fort  Leavenworth 

Kans.,  1879 12,632  08 

Amount  refunded  to  the  Treasury  near  close  of  fiscal  year  1879,  bat  not 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  by  June  30,  1879 : 

Subsistence  of  the  Armv,  1879 •••  6  00 

Amounts  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  on  June  30,  1879 : 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1876 $52  78 

Subsistence  of  the  Arm V,  1877 3,615  41 

3,568  19 

Total  expenditures 3,003,475  52 

BALANCES    UNEXPENDED. 

Amouuts  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  appropriations  of  the  Subsist- 
ence Department  on  June  liO,  1879,  as  follows : 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1878 97,747  99 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1879 $2,014  42 

Support  of  United  States  military  prison  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kans.,  1879 * 10,801  50 

Claims  for  qnai*termaHter*s  stores  and  commissary  su]v 
plies,  act  July  4,  1864,  i)er  act  March  11,  1878 67  55 

20,631  46 

Amounts  to  the  credit  of  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department  and  of 

^  officers  doing  dutyintheSubsist-ence  Deptartment  with  the  Treasurer, 
assistant  treasurer,  and  designat^Kl  depositaries,  and  in  their  per- 
sonal possession,  on  June  30,  1879,  as  follows : 

Subsistence  of  the  Armv,  1878 ^344  00 

Subsistenceofthe  Army,  1879 421,423  85 

Support  of  the  United  States  military  prison  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Knns.,  1879  (including  Treasury  drafts 
forij575tn  ^rawAifi/)  on  June  30, 1879 1,539  25 

423,207  ID 

Amount  in  handsof  representatives  of  deceased  officers  to  be  collected: 

Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1878 109  84 

Amount  stolen  in  October,  1878,  to  be  collected  from  the  officer  respon- 
sible  * 
Subsistence  of  the  Army,  1879 377  19 

Total  balances  unexpended 444, 3S^  59 

lu  connection  with  the  subject  of  appropriations  for  subsistence  of 
the  Army,  I  desire  to  invite  your  special  attention,  and  through  you 
that  of  Conp'oss,  to  the  following  note  upon  the  estimate  for  appropria- 
tions for  subsistence  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 

1881: 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  the  appropriations  for  subsistence  of  the  Armj 
be  made  available  from  the  passage  of  the  act  making  the  appropriation.  For  sev- 
eral years  a  portion  of  the  appropriation  ($.100,000)  has  been  made  available  prior  to 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  for  the  purchase  of  supplies  intended  for  remote 
posts.  Should  the  appropriation  for  the  vear  be  made  availaDle  firom  the  pasaase  of 
the  act  making  it,  it  wiU,  it  is  believed,  be  in  the  interest  of  economy,  by  enaoling 
the  purchase  and  shipment  not  only  of  aU  stores  for  remote  posts,  whi<ui  can  be  more 
economically  shipped  in  the  spring  than  after  the  30th  of  Jnne,  bat  of  those  which 
should  be  shipped  early  in  the  spring,  instead  of  the  heat  of  stunmer,  to  avoid  loss  and 
transportation.  In  the  act  making  appropriations  for  expenses  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1680,  it  was  provided  **  that  so  much  of  the  appro- 
priation *  '♦  *  made  as  may  be  required  to  pay  for  goods  and  supplies  •  •  • 
shall  be  immediately  available."' 

CONTRACTS  AXD   PURCHASES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1879, 131  newspaper  advertise- 
ments and  111  circulars  and  posters  inviting  proposals  for  subsistence 
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stores  were  reported  to  this  office.  There  were,  also,  received  daring  the 
same  period  343  contracts  for  fresh  meats,  89  contracts  for  miscellaneous 
articles,  30  contracts  for  complete  rations  for  recruiting  parties  and  re- 
cruits, and  1,8G0  contracts  consisting  of  written  proposids  and  accept- 
ances. 

It  has  been  my  intention  that,  as  far  as  consistent  with  a  due  regard 
to  economy  and  the  procurement  of  stores  of  a  proper  quality^  supplies 
should  be  purchased  from  producers  and  manufacturers  or  unporters 
nearest  the  points  of  consumption.  It  may  be  that  my  wishes  and  in- 
structions have  not  been  entirely  complied  with  in  some  cases,  but  as  a 
rule  the  plan  I  have  above  indicated  has  been  carried  out. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  points  of  procurement  of  supplies 
and  the  furnishing  of  suppUes  to  posts,  attention  is  invited  to  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  the  annual  reports  of  officers  of  the  Subsistence 
Department  for  the  last  and  previousyears : 

In  the  annual  report  of  Maj.  J.  P.  Hawkins,  chief  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, Department  of  the  Platte,  for  the  year  1877,  he  states : 

Fort  CameroD,  Utah,  is  *  *  *  snpplied  fr^m  Omaha,  except  flonr,  Tineffar,  and 
vegetables  ;  flour  being  purchased  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post,  vinegar  at  Osden,  and 
vegetables  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post,  and  largely  produced  in  company  gardens. 

Cheyenne  Depot,  Wvoming,  on  the  lino  of  the  Umon  Pacific  Railroad,  516  miles  fiom 
Omaha,  is  used  as  a  distributing  depot.  Large  quantities  of  Colorado  flour  are  pur- 
chased here  for  shipment  to  the  different  posts ;  also,  potatoes  and  onions,  and  occa- 
.  sionally  hard  bread. 

Camp  Douglas,  Utah,  is  *  *  *  supplied  from  Omaha,  except  flour,  dried  peaches, 
salt,  vinegar,  and  vegetables,  which  are  purchased  at  Salt  Lake  City  and  Ogden. 

In  his  report  for  the  last  fiscal  year  he  states : 

During  the  past  year  a  mill  has  been  started  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Brown,  Wyomins:, 
Samples  of  the  flour  and  prices  were  furnished  me  and  found  satisfactory.  The  acting 
commissary  of  subsistence  at  Fort  Brown  was  instructed  to  purchase  some  of  the  flour 
and  report  to  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  department  about  the  1st  of 
September,  1879,  as  to  the  quality  compared  with  flour  heretofore  furnished  the  post 
and  the  l)rice  at  which  it  could  be  obtained. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Gilman,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  Department  oi 
the  Missouri,  in  his  annual  report  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  states : 

As  a  rule,  all  posts  in  this  department  have  been  supplied  in  the  manner  described  in 
my  report  of  August  27,  1878,  and  the  very  small  amounts  of  subsistence  stores  lost  or 
spoiled  at  post«  in  this  department  during  the  last  two  years  go  to  show  the  economy 
of  often  replenishing  stores  at  posts  by  frequent  shipments,  instead  of  putting  in  sup- 
plies for  six  or  eight  months  at  a  time,  as  was  formerly  the  practice  before  the  exten- 
sion of  the  railroads.  It  has  also  the  advantage  of  securing  for  the  officers  and  men 
better  food  by  sending  fresh  stores  from  month  to  month.     *    *    * 

There  are  now  several  very  extensive  packing-houses  in  this  vicinity  (at  Kansas 
City  and  Atchison),  which  aflbrd  largely-increased  facilities  for  purchasing  all  kinds  of 
salt  meats  and  at  considerably  lower  prices  probably  than  they  could  be  purchased 
elsewhere  and  laid  down  here.  The  sugar- cured  meats  especially,  which  nave  been 
purchased  here  in  the  past  year  for  the  first  time  in  very  large  quantities  from  pack- 
ers located  in  this  vicimty,  have  apparently  given  general  satisfaction  both  as  to  price 
and  quality. 

The  wheat  crop  of  Kansas  this  year  is  very  large,  and  large  miUs  are  constantly  be- 
in^  erected,  so  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  an  abundant  supply  of  flour  at  low 
prices  during  the  present  year.  aU  the  flour  purchased  here  is  made  from  winter  or 
fall  wheat,  and  of  excellent  quality.  A  large  portion  of  that  purchased  here  is 
taken  directly  from  the  millers  in  the  country  between  here  and  the  posts,  saving 
thereby  something  in  price  and  considerable  in  transportation.  Large  Quantities  of 
excellent  flour  has  for  several  years  been  taken  at  Junction  City  and  Wicnita. 

On  account  of  the  reduction  in  cost  of  transportation  and  of  some  complaints  stUl 
of  New  Mexican  flour,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  supply  the  posts  in  New  Mexico 
this  present  year  with  a  large  proportion  of  States  flonr  tnan  heretofore,  and  the  chief 
commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  district  of  New  Mexico  was  so  advised. 

From  his  report  of  July  26,  and  indorsement  thereon,  this  view  is  concurred  in  by 
both  the  district  commissary  of  subsistence  and  district  commander,  both  of  whom 
ev0eutly  regarding  an  increase  in  quantity  of  States  flour  as  very  necessary. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  chief  commissaiy 
of  the  District  of  New  Mexico  (Capt.  F.  F.  Whitehead) : 

Diirinji;  the  past  fiscal  year  all  States  floor  has  been  issued  at  the  posts  of  Forts 
Uuiou,  Garland,  and  Lewis ;  and,  owing  to  the  fact  that  contracts  for  waffon  tttaa- 

J>ortation  to  the  majority  of  posts  in  this  district  have  been  let  from  Las  VAgafl,\. 
^f ox.,  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  Department  of  the  MisBouri  £u  de- 
cided to  furnish,  in  future,  all  States  flour  for  issue  at  Fort  Marcy  and  half  at  all 
other  posts,  and  beans  and  salt  to  all  x)osts  in  the  district  where  he  can  have  them 
dcliveriMl  from  the  depot  at  Fort  Leavenworth  at  a  less  cost  to  the  government  than 
they  can  be  purchased  for  in  New  Mexico.  The  increased  allowance  of  States  flour 
for  issue  will  be  a  decided  improvement,  as  it  seems  impossible  to  manufactnre  a  good 
grade  of  flour  in  this  Territory. 

Capt.  C.  B.  Penrose,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  Department  of 
Texas,  states  that— 

The  Texas  flour  has  proved  under  their  improved  system  of  milling  very  satisfactory. 
and  although  not  quite  equal  in  whiteness  to  Saint  Louis  flour,  makes  when  mixed 
equally  gocm  bread.     *     •     »     » 

It  is' to  Im)  regretted  that  owing  to  the  extreme  drought  the  wheat  crop  is  a  failure 
iu  many  i»ai*ts  of  this  State,  and  it  is  feared  that  many  mills  in  the  St-ate  will  l»e  un- 
able to*  compete  in  the  lettings  for  the  coming  year. 

Capt.  C.  P.  Eagan,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  Department  of 
Arizona,  reports  that — 

Flour  for  issue  is  now  purchased  under  contract  for  all  the  posts  in  the  departmeut. 
except  for  Forts  Yuma  and  Mojave,  which  latter  are  supplied  on  requisition  from  the 
de]iot  at  San  Francisco,  as  the  government  can  lay  down  flour  at  those  \^oets  at  le»s 
figures  than  the  millers  can  deliver  it  from  the  grain-raising  districts  of  the  Territory. 
The  flour  procured  under  contract  comes  from  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  and  is  not 
equal  to  the  California  article. 

The  following  table  will  indicate  the  average  prices  of  the  compouents 
of  the  ration  in  each  year  for  the  last  three  years: 
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Commeal 
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1125 

2171 
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U.87 

14.86 

ft.tl 


2LM 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  cost  of  supplies  has  been  constaatly 
diminishing  since  1877,  notably  in  the  meat  and  flour  components  of  fhe 
ration.  The  construction  of  milroads,  the  settlements  in  the  vicinity 
of  posts,  the  cultivation  of  lands  adjacent  thereto,  and  their  utilization 
in  feeding  stock,  have  greatly  reduced  the  cost  of  feeding  the  ATmjm  by 
reducing  the  original  cost  of  the  stores  and  of  transi)ortation,  ana  by 
avoiding  the  wastage  and  loss  which  formerly  result^  from  piocniftg 
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stores  from  remote  points,  transporting  them  long  distances,  and  keep- 
ing them  on  hand  in  large  quantities  for  long  periods. 

Attention  is  particularly  invited  to  the  interesting  paper  on  the 
cattle  and  sheep  interests  of  Wyoming  and  Colorado,  prepared  by  Gapt. 
W.  H.  Nash,  commissary  of  subsistence,  transmitted  with  this  report, 
and  which  I  request  may  be  considered  as  a  part  hereof,  and  be  published 
with  it. 

ISSUES    TO    INDIANS    AND     TEANSFEE     OF     SUBSISTENCE    TO    INDIAN 

AGENTS. 

The  value  of  stores  (cost  of  transportation  added)  issued  to  Indians 
and  transferred  to  Indian  agents  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879,  for  which  reimbursement  has  been  requested  through  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  from  the  Indian  Bureau,  the  date  and  place  of  issue  or 
transfer,  and  to  whom  made,  is  presented  in  the  following  table: 
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Grand  totals  hroueht  forward $47, 546. 55 +$8, 229. 67 =$55, 776  22 

Amount  received  from  Indian  Department  on  account  of  above  is 664  23 

Balance  due  Subsistence  Department • 55,  111  99 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Subsistence  Department  has  been  reim- 
bursed but  little  in  excess  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  stores 
$55,776.22,  which  have  been  issued  and  transferred,  as  appears  from  the 
above  statement. 

In  order  that  the  views  of  the  Indian  Department  and  this  Bureau 
upon  the  subject  of  issues  to  Indian  prisoners  may  be  properly  under- 
stood, attention  is  invited  to  the  following  communications  and  indorse- 
ment: 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington^  April  21,  iW9. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  from  the  department, 
of  a  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  dated  April  14,  1879,  inclosing  one  from 
R.  Macfeely,  Commissary-General  of  Snbsistence,  requesting  you  to  cause  the  Subsist- 
ence Department  to  be  reimbursed  for  all  sums  due  on  vouchers,  for  subsistence  stores 
furnished  to  Indians,  submitted  to  the  department  during  the  fiscal  years  1878  and  1879. 

In  reply,  I  would  state  that  this  ofiQce  is  in  receipt  of  a  large  number  of  vouchers  for 
subsistence  issued  by  the  War  Department  to  Indian  prisoners  during  the  fiscal  years 
1878  and  1879 ;  but  Congress  has  failed  to  make  any  appropriation  to  this  office  for  the 
payment  of  said  claims. 

On  examination  of  the  estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the 
military  establishment  under  the  War  Department  for  the  fiscal  vears  1878  and  1879, 
I  find  under  the  head  of  '^  Subsistence  Department,  subsistence  of  the  Army,''  an  esti- 
mate for  182,500  rations,  at  24  cents  per  ration,  for  each  year  for  prisoners  of  war 
(Indians),  and  in  the  acts  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tne  Army  for  the 
fiscal  vears  1878  and  1879,  in  the  section  providing  for  the  Subsistence  Department, 
the  following  language  is  used:  ^^For  subsistence  of  re&rular  troops,  Indian  scouts  ana 
^ides,  and  Indian  prisoners,"  &c.,  two  million  three  hundred  ana  seventy  thousand 
dollars  for  1878,  and  two  million  three  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  1679. 
I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  Congress  has  made  provision  for  the  support  of 
Indian  prisoners  in  the  Army  appropriation  bills  for  1878  and  1879.  There  are  no  funds 
at  the  aisposal  of  this  office  for  the  payment  of  the  accounts  presented,  and  the  same 
will  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  J.  BROOKS, 
Acting  Commissioner, 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washingtony  ApHl  25,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant, 
inclosing  a  communication  from  General  R.  Macfeely,  Commissary-General  of  Subsist- 
ence, calling  for  reimbursement  to  the .  Subsistence  Department  for  aU  sums  due  on 
vouchers  for  subsistence  stores  furnished  to  Indians,  submitted  to  the  department 
during  the  ti8cal  years  1878  and  1879. 

In  reply,  your  attention  is  respectfully  invit«d  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  letter,  dated 
the  2l8t  instant,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
duly  referred. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  SCHURZ,  Secretory. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  DEPARTSiSNT, 

Office  Commissary-General  of  SuBsfsTENCE, 

Washington,  May  9,  18T9. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  recommendation 
that  tne  Indian  Department  may  be  renquested  to  reimburse  the  Subsistence  Depart- 
ment the  cost  of  the  rations  issued  by  it  during  the  current  fiscal  year  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  whom  by  the  Indian  Department  appropriations  were  made,  whether  the 
Indians  were  prisoners  or  not  when  the  Subsistence  Department  made  the  issues. 

The  accompanying  statement,  marked  A,  will  indicate  that  issues  to  the  value  of 
115,004.09  have  been  made  during  the  current  fiscal  year  to  Indians  not  prisoners. 
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Tli«*  statt'inent  markod  B,  that  issues  to  the  value  of  $32,147.85  have  bceu  made  to 
Jmlious  who  werv priHOUiTH. 

\Miile  it  is  true  that  an  estimate  was  submitted  by  this  departmeut  for  siibsistinj^ 
;')0n  liulian  prisoners  during  the  current  fiscal  year  and  au  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
poM  nnnle,  it  was  not  undei-stood  by  me  that  this  appropriation  or  any  portion  of  it 
could  be  t'xpcnded  (unless  the  department  was  to  be  reimbursed)  for  Hubsi^tiiiy; 
Indians  for  tlit^  subsistence  of  whom  by  the  Indian  Departmeut  an  apx)ropriatiou  had 
been  or  should  ]>e  made;  but  it  was  intended  for  Indian  prisoneitt  for  the  subsiHtouce 
of  whom  there  was  no  other  ai)propriati<m ;  in  other  wonls,  it  was  not  proposed  by 
this  (b'pjirtment  to  ask  that  a  (U>uble  appropriation  for  the  subsistence  of  any  ludiaiu 
be  made,  and  it  is  respei-tfully  su])mitted  that  this  deiJariment  should  b«  ruiiubiirsed 
for  the  value  (»f  all  issues  made  by  it  to  Indians  for  the  subsistence  of  whom  au  appro* 
priation  has  been  made  and  turned  over  to  the  Indian  Department. 

It  is  retspect fully  submitted  that  the  cost  of  subsisting  Indians  is  not  legally  traiis- 
ferred  from  th«*  Imlian  to  the  War  Dei»artment  simply  t)y  the  Indians  becoming  pris- 
oner>  of  war,  and  that  the  Indian  Dei)artnient  cannot  legally  expend  the  money 
appro])riate<l  for  tlit;  sulwistence  of  such  priM)uers  in  subsisting  other  Indians,  as 
a])p»ars  to  have  been  the  case,  if  it  has  now  no  funds  to  pay  for  subsisting  Iiulian 
I»risoners  for  the  subsistence  of  whom  it  had  an  appro] »riation. 

With  refenMice  to  the  statement  of  the  Acting  Indian  Couuuissioner  that  there  are 
no  f:inds  at  the  dis]»osal  of  that  otilice  for  the  payment  of  the  accounts  prem^nted,  it  is 
respectfully  sug^este<l  that,  if  the  accounts  are  proper  ones  to  be  paid,  CougreAs  is  now 
in  session  and  appropriations  for  the  purpose  can  l>e  requesttnl;  in  the  mean  time,  1 
reconniRMul  that  no  further  issues  be  authorized  by  the  War  De]>artment  to  ludinns 
fnr  tile  subsistence  of  whom.  un<hT  the  dire<*ti<m  of  the  Interior  Department,  an  ap- 
propriation has  been  made,  unlc>ss  that  department  agrees  to  reimburse  the  Sulvsisteuce 
Department  the  cost  of  the  rations  issued. 

R.  MACFEELY, 
Commissar y-General  of  SuhsitieHcc, 

Coniiiient  on  the  above  is  uimecessaiy.  The  papers  submitted  pre- 
sent the  views  of  the  Indian  Department  and  of  this  office,  with  reter- 
enee  to  reiniburs(jnient  for  the  issues  and  transfers  made,  and  exhibit  the 
fiict  that  a  large  amount  justly  due  to  this  department  by  the  Indian 
Department  has  not  been  paid. 

In  making  my  estimate  for  appropriation  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  I 
have  included  in  the  estimate  for  i)risoners  of  war  only  Indians  "for 
the  subsistence  of  whom  no  other  appropriation  is  made,''  being  of  the 
opinion,  as  stated  in  the  indorsement  above  referred  to,  that  it  was  not 
intiiiided  ]tliat  "double  appropriations"  should  be  made  for  the  same 
persons. 

In  addition  to  tlie  issues  and  transfers  for  which  reimbursement  was 
requested,  stores  have  been  issued  to  Indians,  and  reimbursement  not 
requested,  as  follows : 

To  friendly  Indians $1,360  13 

To  destitute  Indians 558  96 

To  Indians  visiting  posts  under  paragraphs  1202  and  \iO%  Revised  Rega- 
lations,  edition  Ir^H.'^ 669  84 

ISSUES  TO  VOLUNTEERS  AND  DESTITUTE  PERSONS. 

By  reason  of  the  necessities  of  the  service  and  the  demands  of  hu- 
manity, the  following  issues  have  been  made  during  the  fiscal  year 
1871) : 

To  volunteers 1,744 

To  destitute  eitizens  and  eitizen  prisoners 3,879 

On  the  28th  of  September  the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  the  issue 
of  provisions  to  sufferers  from  the  Deadwood  fire,  the  issues  to  be  limited 
to  such  quantities  as  could  be  spared  from  Fort  Meade,  witiiont  too  fiir 
diminishing  necessary  supplies  for  that  iK)st,  and  to  be  contiiiued  only 
while  it  is  impossible  for  the  siiflferers  to  procure  stores  elsewhere. 
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OIL. 

The  issues  of  oil  for  exterior  illumination  at  the  various  posts  under 
the  provisions  of  (reneraJ  Orders  No.  17,  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  February  8, 1870,  amount  to  5,771J  gallons 
for  the  fiscal  year  1879. 

On  the  8th  day  of  May,  1879, 1  recommended  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  the  major-general  commanding  the  Military  Division  of 
the  Atlantic  be  instructed  to  convene  a  board  of  officers  at  Fort  Colum- 
bus, New  York  Harbor,  for  the  purpose  of  "  fully  examining  into  and 
reporting  upon  the  subject  of  lighting  company  quarters  with  oil,"  and 
that  the  board  *'  should  consist  of  an  inspector-general,  a  quartermaster, 
a  commissary,  a  medical  officer,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort 
Columbus." 

As  this  recommendation  was  not  at  first  favorably  considered,  I  re- 
newed the  application  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  on  June  5, 
1879,  stating— 

Tlie  subject  of  ])roperly  lighting  company  quarters  so  that  a  suitable  place  for  in- 
struction and  recreation  in  the  evening  may  be  afforded  enlisted  men,  and  they  thus 
be  induced  to  spend  their  spare  time  in  the  evenings  in  their  quarters  instead  of  at 
questionable  places  of  resort,  has  on  several  occasions  been  brought  to  my  attention, 
and  I  wish  to  do  all  that  I  can  to  afford  the  means  to  effect  such  a  desirable  result.  I 
do  not  believe  such  a  result  can  be  effected  with  the  present  allowance  of  candles,  nor 
with  any  allowance  of  candles  as  cheaply  as  with  oil. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  War  reconsidered  his  decision  after  the 
receipt  of  the  communication  from  which  the  above  is  an  extract,  and 
directed  that  a  board  should  be  ordered  as  originally  requested.         ^ 

The  board  was  appointed  by  Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock,  commanding 
Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  and  consists  of  Col.  N.  H.  Davis,  in- 
spector-general. Col.  M.  D.  L.  Simpson,  Subsistence  Department,  Assist. 
Surg.  J.  P.  Kimball,  Capt.  J.  P.  Sanger,  First  Artillery,  and  First  Lieut. 
Charles  Bird,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 

It  is  understood  that  the  board  is  making  an  exhaustive  investiga- 
tion of  the  subject  referred  to ;  and  I  trust  that  the  result  will  be  reac^d 
at  an  earl}'  date  of  lighting  company  quarters  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
secure  the  end  sought  by  me  in  making  my  recommendations  for  the 
appointment  of  a  board. 

ARTICLES  TO  BE  SOLD  TO  OFFICERS  AND  ENLISTED  MEN. 

I  would  respectfully  renew  the  recommendation  made  in  my  last  an- 
nual report : 

That  section  1144  Revised  Statutes  be  so  amended  as  to  authorize  the  Commissary- 
General,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  todesignat'C  the  articles  which 
shall  he  kei)t  on  hand  by  the  Subsistence  Department  for  sale  to  officers  and  enlisted 
men,  and  that  sections  1299  and  1300  be  amended  accordingly. 

The  returns  of  tht*  stores  purchased  and  sold  being  examined  in  this  office,  the  Com- 
missary-General can  readily  determine  which  of  the  articles  purchased  is  not  in  de- 
mand, or  cannot  he  supplied  without  much  loss  to  the  government ;  and  the  wants  of 
the  officers  and  enlisted  men  can  probably  be  more  readily  obtained  by  the  Commissary- 
General,  who  is  in  constant  correspondence  with  the  officers  performing  subsistence 
duty  at  all  posts,  than  by  the  inspector-general,  who  visit  the  posts  at  intervals. 

In  the  act  making  appropriation  for  subsistence  of  the  Army  for  the 
cm  rent  fiscal  year,  it  is — 

*"  Provided^  That  to  the  cost  of  all  stores  and  other  articles  sold  to  officers  and  men, 
except  tobacco,  as  provided  for  in  section  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  ten  x>er  centum  shall  be  added  to  cover  wastage,  transportation, 
and  otlitT  incidental  charges. 
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I  recommend  that  to  the  exception  made,  viz,  tobacco, "  provided  for  in 
section  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-nine,'' there  be  added,  ssJes 
made  to  company  messes.  Such  stores  are,  as  a  rule,  purchased  firom  fonds 
received  by  the  companies  from  the  sales  of  savings  of  the  ration  to  the 
Subsistence  Department,  and  as  the  department  pays  the  companies  only 
the  cost  of  the  stores  it  purchases  &om  them,  it  is  thought  that  it  is  hardly 
just  to  them  to  charge  for  supplies  sold,  to  be  used  by  the  messes  in 
lieu  of  the  articles  sold  to  the  department,  ten  percentmn  in  addition  to 
their  cost. 

TOBACCO. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  returns  received  show 
that  tobacco  to  the  value  of  $125,211.42  was  supplied  to  enlisted  men  on 
tobacco  returns. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  28,927}  pounds  of  chewing,  and  37^76} 
pounds  of  smoking  tobacco  were  sold  to  ofBlcers  and  enlisted  men. 

I  deem  it  due  to  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  to  especially  invite 
your  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  my  laist  annual  report,  and 
to  urge  tiiat  the  attention  of  Congress  be  invited  to  it: 

l>om  information  received  at  this  office,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  16  onnoet  mt 
month  is  not  as  much  as  a  majority  of  enlisted  men  desire  to  purohaae.  I  th^rerara 
recommend  that  the  limit  be  increased  by  law  to  24  ounces  per  montib. 

I  also  recommend  that  the  law  be  further  modified  so  as  to  allow  the 
tobacco  to  be  paid  for  upon  its  receipt,  or^  if  not  paid  for,  charged  upon 
the  pay-rolls  of  the  soldier  for  the  month  in  which  the  purchase  is  made. 

SUPPLIES  LOST  IN  TBANSPOBTATION,  AND  CONDBMNEB. 

The  value  of  the  stores  reported  on  returns  for  the  year  eudinff  June  30, 1879, 
as  lost  in  transportation  and  no  one  found  responsible  uierefor,  and  as 
extraordinary-  wastage,  &c.,  is $11,596  7.1 

The  value  of  supplies  inspected  and  condemned  during  the  same 

period  was S21,819  80 

From  such  of  the  above  as  were  sold  there  was  realized  the 
sum  of t?,777  37 

Net  loss  to  the  government  on  account  of  supplies  condemned 13,042  4^ 

Total  loss  on  account  of  stores  lost  in  transportation  and  condemned IM,  639  16 

,  ■— ■ 
The  value  of  the  stores  lost  in  transportation  during  the  iiscal  year  1879, 

where  responsibility  for  the  loss  has  been  tixed,  is 1,757  86 

The  amount  collected  and  taken  up  on  officers'  accounts  or  covered  into  the 

Treasury  on  above  account,  is 481  Ifi 

Leaving  balance  to  ])e  collected  and  covered  into  the  Treasury 1,276  68 

SUBSISTENCE  OF  RECRUITINa  PARTIES  AND  RECRUITS. 

The  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  for  subsistence  of  recruiting 
parties  and  recniits  was  $20,631.49. 

COMMISSARY-SERGEANTS. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  three  commissary-sergeants  have  heen 
tried  and  found  guilty  of  misapproi)riation  of  subsistence  stores  or  ftinds, 
and  diishonorably  discharged  the  service,  forfeiting  all  pay  and  allowanoes 
due  theui.  One  of  them  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  eight  years 
for  his  oftenses.  In  the  case  of  a  fourth  it  was  found,  after  his  discharge 
by  expiration  of  service,  that  a  deticiency  in  stores  existed  for  which  he 
is  claiiiKMl  to  have  been  responsible. 
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After  a  careful  examination  of  the  evidence  thus  far  submitted  in  each 
of  the  first  three  cases  above  referred  to,  I  have  reached  the  conclusion 
that  in  no  case  could  the  misappropriations  have  occurred  to  the  extent 
that  they  did  had  the  officers  with  whom  those  sergeants  were  serving 
properly  performed  their  duties.  I  have  recommended  that  tiie  forfeited 
pay  and  allowances  of  those  dismissed  by  sentence  of  court-martial  be 
transferred  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations  of  the  Subsistence  De- 
partment to  be  applied  as  a  reimbursement  for  the  losses  which  have 
occurred ;  and  should  the  losses  in  any  cases  be  in  excess  of  the  amounts 
so  forfeited,  I  shall,  in  the  absence  of  further  evidence  to  relieve  the 
officers  of  the  appearance  of  neglect  of  duty  on  their  part,  recommend 
that  they  be  held  pecuniarily  responsible  to  the  government  for  the  re- 
mainder necessary  to  make  a  complete  reimbursement. 

The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  officers  doing  duty  in  the  Subsist- 
ence Department,  who  may  be  assisted  by  commissary-sergeants,  are 
fiilly  set  forth  in  paragraphs  II,  III,  and  lY,  General  Orders  No.  31, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  1878.  It  had 
been  my  expectation,  upon  the  promulgation  of  that  order,  that  proper 
care  would  thereafter  be  taken  against  losses  by  the  malfeasance  of  any 
commissary-sergeant,  but  I  regret  that  the  object  of  that  order  has  ^t 
been  more  fully  attained  than  the  results  of  the  past  year  indicate. 

CIVILIAN  employ:6s. 

In  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1876, 1  stated  the  number  of  civilian 
employes  to  be  51  clerks  and  75  other  employes,  126  in  all ;  and  that 
"  it  is  believed  that  but  little,  if  any,  further  reduction  can  be  made 
without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  department."  The  number  of 
clerks  employed  in  June  last  was  the  same  as  reported  in  1S76,  the  num- 
ber of  other  employes  68,  a  reduction  of  7  employes.  The  derioal  force 
Appears  to  be  reduced  to  about  the  minimum  consistent  with  efficiency. 

ABMY  COOKS  AND  BAKERS. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1876, 1  stated  in  a  communication  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War : 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  woald  be  materially  increased, 
and  desertions  lessened,  were  a  cook  enlisted  for  each  company  with  extra  pay,  si^y 
$4  in  excess  of  the  pay  of  a  private,  and  schools  for  the  instruction  of  cooks  estab- 
Hshed  at  the  recruiting-depots  at  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.,  and  Columbus  Barracks, 
Ohio. 

In  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1876, 1  stated — 

I  also  thiuk  that  bakers  should  be  specially  enlisted,  paid  extra-duty  pay,  say  |4 
per  month,  and  assigned  to  posts  as  commissary-sergeants.  I  recommend  that  should 
schools  for  cooks  be  established  at  recruiting-depots,  bakers  should  also  be  instructed 
at  the  same  schools. 

I  again  invite  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  this 
subject  in  connection  with  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Board  on  Army  Cooking,  convened  by  General  Orders  ^o.  117,  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  series  of  1877 : 

The  Army  needs  the  enlistment  of  men  who  have  an  aptitude  for  cooking,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  school  for  their  education  in  the  economy  of  the  kitchen.    *    *    * 

Extra  compensation  is  allowed  to  enlisted  men  when  on  duty  as  mechanics,  artisans, 
and  laborers,  when  performing  such  work,  but  none  to  the  company  cook,  whose  dutSTy 
if  conscientiously  done,  is  the  most  onerous  performed  by  the  enlisted  man.  Bight 
hours  is  the  time  fixed  for  the  labor  of  the  extra-duty  men,  who  are  rated  and  paid  as 
such.    The  duties  of  the  competent  and  conscientious  company  cook  commenee  two 
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lionrs  before  reveille,  and  frequently  are  n<»t  concluded  Ix'fore  tattoo.  Tlu*  wear  and 
tear  of  the  clothes  of  a  company  cook  in  double  that  of  any  enlisted  uiau  in  the  Baiue 
company,  yet  the  cook  receives  no  extra  compensation  therefor,  whilst  the  car^M'nter, 
blacksmith,  or  laborer  detailed  from  the  same  company  does. 

An  important  aid  to  good  soldiering  is  ^ood  cooking.  This  cannot  be  obtained  with- 
out good  cooks,  and  good  cooks  cannot  be  obtained  without  education  and  adequate 
compensation.  If  one  company  cook,  while  actually  performing  duty  as  such,  was 
allowed  50  per  cent,  advance  on  his  clothing  allowance  and  a  monetary  compenBation 
of  30  per  cent,  per  day,  to  be  paid  either  from  the  Subsistence  Department  or  the  Quar> 
termaster  Department,  a  class  of  men  would  be  seciu-ed  to  the  Army  who  would 
economically  use  the  ration,  cook  it  acceptably,  and  be  anxious  to  retain  his  poaition 
for  the  extra  compensation  it  brings,  whilst  at  present  he  is  only  glad  to  be  relieved 
£rom  kitchen  duty  for  lighter  work. 

I  respectfully  urge  the  Secretary  of  War  to  invite  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  subject,  believing  the  subject  one  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance in  connection  with  the  health,  comfort,  and  efBlciency  of  the  enlisted 
men  of  the  Army. 

ARMY  COOKINa. 

The  board  appointed  by  General  Orders  Ko.  117,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant-Gteneral's  Office,  series  of  1877,  to  make  experiments 
in  Army  cooking  and  prepare  a  manual  for  Army  cooks,  has  completed 
its  labors  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  Authority  has  been  given 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  publication  and  distribution  to  the 
Army  of  such  portion  of  the  manual  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Surgeon- 
General  and  myself  appeared  best  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  tiie 
same  was  desired. 

BUREAU  CLERKS. 

I  had  intended  to  set  forth  in  this  report  what  I  deem  the  necessity 
for  a  reorganization  of  the  number  and  classes  of  clerks  in  this  office: 
but  the  Secretary  of  War  having,  under  date  of  September  17,  directea 
that  this  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  a  special  communication  to  be 
submitted  to  him  after  the  meeting  of  Congress,  its  consideration  is 
therefore  deferred. 

ACCOUNTS  AND  RETURNS. 

There  were  received  during  the  year  from  4G7  officers  performing  duty 
in  the  Subsistence  Department  the  following  accounts  and  returns,  viz': 

Accoiints-current •2,C14 

Retiirim  of  ])roviHioii8 2.4^ 

Returns  of  commissary  property 960 

Total  received 5,999 

During  the  same  period  there  were  examined  in  this  office  and  for- 
warded to  the  Third  Auditor  (the  returns  for  file  and  the  accounts-cur- 
rent for  final  settlement)  the  following : 

Accounts-current 2, 558,  accompanied  by 36, 092  vouchers. 

Retnnis  of  provisions 2, 396,  accompanied  by 30, 1B9  voiichere. 

Returns  of  commissary  i^roperty 95*4,  accompanied  by 2, 376  vonchera. 

Total 5, 906,  accompanied  by 68,657  vouchen. 

In  connection  with  the  above  there  were  4,722  letters  written,  and 
1,077  referred  by  endorsement. 

Wlien  it  is  understood  that  the  examination  of  the  accounts  and  re- 
turns, and  of  the  vouchers  submitted  therewith,  includes  a  careful  ex- 
amination and  revision  of  all  the  comi)utations  involved,  as  weU  as  tilie 
ascertainment  of  the  fact  whether  all  laws,  regulations,  and  orders  re- 
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latiiig  to  purchases,  to  payments,  and  to  issues  have  been  complied  with 
in  every  detail  of  the  accounts  and  returns,  the  extent  and  importance 
of  the  clerical  labor  concerned  will  be  appreciated. 

In  addition  to  the  money  accounts  and  returns  of  property,  returns  of 
oflRcial  postage-stamps  to  the  number  of  1,574,  accompanied  by  4,705 
vouchers,  have  been  examined  and  filed. 

As  accounts  and  returns  were  received  from  223  officers  during  the 
month  of  June  la«t,  it  appears  that  about  200  officers  not  belonging  to 
the  Subsistence  Department  were  performing  subsistence  duty,  ^is 
number,  it  is  assumed,  is  about  the  average  number  constantly  employed 
during  the  year. 

CLAIMS  RECEIVED  AND  DECIDED. 

Act  July  4,  1864. — Under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  July  4, 1864, 
and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  294  claims  were  tiled  in  this  office 
during  the  fiscal  year  1879  for  examination.  Decisions  have  been  ren- 
dei-ed,  during  this  period,  in  43  cases  of  this  class  of  claims.  Of  these. 
21,  amounting  to  $15,778.89,  were  allowed,  and  recommended  to  the  Third 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  payment,  and  22,  amounting  to  $14,815.60, 
were  rejected.  The  number  decided  embraced  21  cases  re-examined 
upon  additional  evidence,  of  which  15  were  allowed  and  6  again  rejected. 

Commutation  of  rations  of  prisoners  of  war, — During  the  fiscal  year, 
1,288  claims  for  commutation  of  rations  to  Union  soldiers  while  held  as 
prisoners  of  war  were  received  at  this  office.  Of  this  class  of  claims  23 
were  not  reached  for  examination ;  1,476  were  partially  examined :  601 
were  rejected  ;  and  329,  amounting  to  $11,198.48,  were  allowed  and  rec- 
ommended to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  payment. 

Miscellaneous  claims. — In  addition  to  claims  under  the  above-men- 
tioned si)ecial  acts  of  Congress,  247  miscellaneous  claims,  amounting  to 
$34,048.32,  were  received  during  the  fiscal  year ;  of  which  93,  amount- 
ing to  $20,748.36,  were  recommended  for  pavment;  46,  amounting  to 
$5,546.35,  were  rejecte<l ;  103,  amounting  to  |l,679.05,  partially  exam- 
ined ;  and  five,  amounting  to  $74.56,  were  not  reached  for  examination. 
Of  this  class  of  claims,  70  old  cases  were  completed  and  allowed  in  the 
sum  of  $2,742.89  ;  29,  amounting  to  $3,187.66,  rejected ;  and  26,  amount- 
to  $848.20,  partially  examined.  Of  rejected  (old)  claims  of  this  class,  15 
were  re-examined  upon  additional  evidence;  5  of  which,  amounting  to 
$160.80,  were  allowed;  3,  amounting  to $1,105.80,  were  again  rejected; 
and  8,  amounting  to  $243.55,  were  not  reached  for  decision. 

Letters  and  indorsements, — In  connection  with  the  above-mentioned 
three  classes  of  claims,  8,878  letters  and  indorsements  were  written. 

CLAIMS  PENDING. 

The  following-described  claims  were  pending  in  this  office  at  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year,  viz : 

Act  July  4,  1864.— Under  section  3,  act  of  July  4,  1864,  1,066  claims, 
amounting  to  $716,861.89 ;  of  which  683,  amounting  to  $494,155.83,  have 
been  partially  examined,  and  383,  amounting  to  $222,706.06,  have  not 
been  reached  for  examination. 

Commutation  of  rations  of  prisoners  of  tear, — ^Two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  claims  for  commutation  of  rations  (prisoners  of  war), 
the  amount  of  which  cannot  be  approximately  estimated.  Of  these, 
2,433  have  been  partially  examined,  and  23  not  reached  for  examination. 

Miscellaneous  claims, — Four  hundred  and  five  miscellaneous  claims, 
amounting  (estimated,  in  part)  to  $32,755.30,  all  of  which  have  been  par- 
tially examined,  with  the  exception  of  5,  amounting  to  $74.56. 
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By  section  3  of  the  act  ai)proved  March  3,  1879,  it  is  provided  "  that 
all  claims  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  July  4, 1864.  and  the  acts 
supplementary"  thereto,  which  are  not  presented  and  filed  prior  to  the 
1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1880,  shall  be  forever  barred.'^  I)aiing  the 
last  year  less  than  300  claims  under  these  acts  were  presented.  It  may 
be  assumed  that  the  claims  which  will  be  presented  between  Jul^'  1, 
1879,  and  January  1, 1880,  will  not  exceed  150.  Should  this  number  be 
presented,  the  number  of  this  class  then  to  be  examined  will  be  about 
1,200.  It  is  due  to  the  claimants  and  the  government  that  they  should 
be  examined  at  the  earliest  practicable  date,  and  it  is  suggested  that 
the  necessary  legislation  to  enable  this  to  be  done  shaU  be  recommended 
to  Congress,  there  being  no  authority  of  law  at  present  for  the  employ- 
ment of  officers  or  agents  in  makiug  the  required  investigations  in  con- 
nection with  these  claims. 

In  bill  n.  li.  2,  Forty-sixth  Congress,  first  session,  proposing  ^^  impro- 
priations for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  exi)en8e8  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1880,  and  for  other  pnr- 
Eoses,"  and  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate,  although  the  bill  did  not 
ecome  a  law,  was  the  following  clause,  viz:  ^^ That  the  Secretaiyof 
War  is  hereby  authorized  to  detaU  as  many  officers  of  the  Army  as  may 
be  necessary  to  investigate  claims  not  heretofore  examined  by  the  Com- 
missary-General for  allowance.''  I  recommend  that  the  proposed  act 
be  so  modified  as  to  authorize  the  Commissary-General  to  detail  audi 
officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department  as  may  be  necessary  to  investi- 
gate claims  not  already  decided  by  him,  or  those  which,  having  been  de- 
cided, may  be  reoi)ened  on  account  of  the  new  evidence  submitted.  I 
am  or  the  opinion  that  all  the  examinations  necessary  may  be  made  by 
officers  of  the  Subsistence  Depai*tment,  and  that  the  service  of  no  other 
officers  will  be  required. 

STATIONS  OF  OFFICERS  OF   THE  SUBSISTENCE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  stations  of  officers  of  the  department  on  the  first  of  October  is 
shown  in  the  report  hereto  ii|)pended. 

The  followuig  changes  in  stations  have  been  made  since  my  last  annual 
rei:K>rt : 

Maj.  Thoinas  C.  Sullivan,  from  duty  ns  i)urehasing  and  depot  com- 
missaiy  of  subsistence  at  New  Orleans,  La.  to  Vancouver  Barracks, 
Wa^ih.,  as  cliief  commissary  of  subsistence,  Department  of  the  Columbia, 
December  10,  1878. 

Capt.  William  TI.  Bell,  from  duty  as  chief  commissary  of  subsistence, 
Department  of  the  Columbia,  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  iis  purchasing  and 
d(»i>ot  commissary  of  sul)sistence,  relieved  from  that  duty  June  2,  1879, 
an<l  assi«ifne(l  to  duty  as  purchasin<[j:  and  depot  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence at  Washington,!).  C.,  June  10,  1870. 

Capt.  Thomas  Wilson,  from  duty  as  purchasing  and  depot  commis- 
sary of  jsubsisttMire  at  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Omaha,  Ncbr.,  as  chief 
commissary  of  subsistence,  Depai-tnicnt  of  tlie  Platte,  July  1,  1879. 

MaJ.  John  P.  Hawkins,  from  duty  as  chief  commissary  of  subsistence, 
De}»aitment  of  tlie  Platte,  Onialia,  Nebr.,  to  New  York  City,  X.  Y.,  as 
pun.'liasin^i'  and  (lejM>t  connnissary  of  sul)sistenee,  August  1,  1879. 

Maj.  Heeknian  DuDaiTy,  from  duty  as  i)urchasing  and  depot  com- 
missary of  subsistence  at  New  York  (Jity,  X.  Y".,  to  West  Point,  N.  Y., 
as  tiv;i>nirr  of  the  ^lilitary  Academy,  and  (juarterniaster  and  commis- 
sary oT  tiic  l)attalion  of  (;a<lcts,  and  also  as  disbursing  officer  of  the 
Miilirurv  Ac.Mlemy,  rSeptember  1,  1870. 

("wy.  Charles  A.  Woodruft*,  depot  commissaiy  of  subsistence  at  Fort 
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Leavenworth,  Kans.,  was  (by  Special  Orders  218,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant-GeueraPs  Office,  September  20, 1879)  ordered  to  relieve 
Capt.  F.  F.  Whitehead  of  his  duties  as  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of 
the  District  of  NewMexico.  Captain  Whitehead  on  being  relieved  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  Orleans,  La.,  on  or  before  November  15, 1879,  and  assuqie  the 
duties  of  purchasing  and  depot  commissary  of  subsistence  in  that  city. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  given  by  the  division  and  department 
commander  at  suggestions  from  this  office,  Capt.  S.  T.  Cushing;  was  tem- 
porarily relieved  of  his  duties  as  purchasing  and  depot  commissary  of 
subsistence  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  June  7,  1878,  and  ordered  to  report 
for  duty  to  the  commanding  general,  Department  of  the  Columbia. 
Captain  Cushing  served  as  acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  De- 
partment of  the  Columbia,  in  the  field,  to  September  11, 1878,  when  he 
was  relieved  and  ordered  to  join  his  station  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  where 
he  arrived  on  September  14, 1878,  and  resumed  his  duties  as  purchasing 
and  depot  commissary  of  subsistence,  September  16, 1878. 

It  would  be  in  the  interest  of  economy  if  officers  of  the  department 
were  available  to  accompany  all  large  c^ommands  taking  the  field,  to  be 
assigned  to  duty  with  such  conunands  and  required  to  perform  duti^ 
as  chief  commiss^es  with  them  in  the  field.  I  regret  that  the  limited 
number  of  officers  of  the  department  has  not  enabled  me  in  all  cases  to 
recommend  the  assignment  of  officers  to  such  commands,  and  that  in 
some  cases  where  tliey  have  been  assigned  they  have  not  been  allowed 
to  perform  their  proper  duties.  The  interests  of  economy  an(i  of  the 
service  in  general  have  not  been  subserved  by  such  reftisal  or  neglect. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  8er\''ant, 

E.  MACFBBLY, 
Commissary- Omeral  of  Subsistence, 

The  honorable  The  Seobbtabt  op  Wab. 
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KMue  and  rank  in  the  de- 
partment. 


COMin^H ART- GENERAL  OF  SUB 
SI8TBNCB. 

Brigtidier-Oeneral. 
Robert  Macfeely 

ABSLBTAKT  COIIMI88ARIB&4K5 
■RAL  OP  BUBBIBTBMCK. 

Oolonelt. 
Charlea  L.  Kilbom 

Marcus  D.  L.  Simpson 

Lieutenant-  ColoneU. 
Henry  F.Clarke 

William  W.  Bums 

Amos  Bfckwith  


Bank  by  brevet. 


Duty  and  P.-O.  addrees. 


Bn.  CoL,  March  13, 
1865. 


Brt.  Brig.  General, 
March  13, 1865. 

Bvt.  M^jor-General, 
March  13, 1866. 


Bvt.  Major-Gen«ral, 
Mf^  13, 1665. 


Brt.  Brig.-General, 
March  13, 1866. 


I  Bvt.  M^jor-General, 
March  13, 1865. 


tr^^T^^T^TTMti^^/ 


Comml 
ton,  D 


•General  of  Sabsiatence.^WaBhing- 


Chief  C.  S.,  MU.  Div.  of  the  Mo.— Chicago,  nL 
Under  ordf-rs  for  dnty  aa  Chief  C.  S.,  MiL  Div. 
of  the  Pacific  and  Dept.  of  California 

Chief  C.  S.,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Atiantic  and  De- 
partment of  the  East — Goremor's  Island,  New 
York,  K.  T.  Under  orders  for  duty  aa  Chief 
C.  S.,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Missouri. 


Purcha«ing_and  Depot  C.  S.  at  Baltimore,  Md.-> 
No.  160  W.  Payetto  Street,  Baltimore.  Hd.  y  n- 
der  orders  for  duty  as  Chief  0.  S.  JkCil.  Divisidti 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Dept.  of  the  East. 

Chief  C.  S.,  MiL  Div.  of  the  Pacific  and  Dept.  of 
Califoniia.— Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  ten 
Francisco,  CaL  Under  orders  for  du^  as  For- 
ohasinff  and  Depot  C.  S.  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

Purchasmg  and  Depot  C.  S.  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. — 
St  Louis,  Mo. 
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Foster  of  the  Subsistence  Dtjmttmenty  United  States  Armtt,  October  1, 1879 — Coutinned. 


Name  amlja^k^^in  the  de-  :     j^^^^  y^^.  ^^^.^.^^  ^^^^  ^^^  p^  addiWMi.- 


C0MMIB8AKIIK  OF  8UUKI8T 
ESCE. 

Majors. 


ESCE.  I 


Beekman  Du  Barry |  Bvt.  Col.,  March  13,     TrcaAurer  of  the  U.  S.  Military  Academv.  and 

1H65.  QuartormasttT  anil  Ccinimiaaari'  of  tlie  baltalkm 

of  CadetH,  aud  Diabursing  <^cer  of  the  MIL 
Aiwleniy.— Weat  Point  A.  T. 

Thomas  J.  Hainea .1  Bvt.  Brig. -General,     AaHistaut  to  the  Commi88ar3'>General  of  Sobaist- 

•      March  13, 1865.  ence.— WaHhingtoii,  D.  C. 

George  Bell \  Bvt.  Brig. -General,     Chief  C.  S.,  l>ept.  of  the  South.    Pnrchaaing  C. 

April  9, 1865.  i      S.   at   Cincinnati,    Ohio.— Newitort   Batxacka, 

I  Xewp(»it,  Ky.    Under  orders  for  doty  as  Par- 

!  rhaafng  an(t  Depot  C.  S.,  Fort  LcAvcnwotth. 

!      Kaa.,  and  Chief  C.  S.,  Dept.  of  the  MiaMrarL 

Michael  E.  Morgan I  Bvt.  Brig.-General,     Chief  C.  8.,  Dept.  of  Dakota.    Pnrchaaing  and 

April  9, 1865.  Denote.  S.  at  St.  Paul,  Minn —Saint  Panl.  Mian. 

John  P.  Hawkins Bvt.  Mnjor-General,  '  Purcliaaiug  and  Depot  C.  S.  at  New  York  Citr, 

March  13, 1865.  K.  Y. 

Michael  P.  Small I  Bvt.  Brig. -General,  j  Purchasing  and  Depot  C.  S.  at  Chicago,  HI.— Xa  3 

A])ril  9. 1865.  E.  AVashington  St.,  Chicago,  HI. 

Thomas  C.  Sullivan ,  Bvt.  Lt.  Col.,  March     Cliie  ""      ~ 

'      13,1865.  I 


Vancouver,  Vancouver,  Waah. 

John  W.  Baniger |  Bvt.  Brig.-Gcneralf     AsslHtaut  to  the  Conuniasary-General  of  Snbtiit- 

March  13, 1^.  ence. — Washington,  D.  C.    Under  orden  fn 

'      duty  an  Purchasing  C.  S.  at  Cindmuiti,  Ohio, 
and  Chief  C.  S.,  Dept.  of  the  South. 
Captain*. 

Thomas  Wilson Bvt.  Brig. -General,  :  Chief  C.  S.,  Dept.  of  the  Platte.    Porohaaing  and 

!      March  13, 1865.        i      Depot  C.  S.  at  Omaha,  Xehr.— Onuiha,  Kebr. 

William  H.Bell I  Bvt.  Major,  March     Purchasing  and  Depot  C.  S.  at  Waahington,  IX 

13, 1865.  C— l«th  St.,  bet.  B  and  C  Sta.  8.  WT  Wash- 

ington, D.  C. 
Bvt.  LtCol.,  Dec.     Chief  C.  R.,  Dept.  of  the  Mo.    PnrohaaiBf  and 
31, 1862.  Depot  C.  S.  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kana.— Fort 

Leavenworth,  Kana.    Under  ordera  fiv  duty  ■■ 
Assistant  to  the  Commissary-Geaeral  of  Bab- 
I      sisteuce. 

Samuel  T.  Cnshing Bvt.  Major,  March  '  l^urchasing  and  Depot  C.  8.  at  Son  Fkandaee. 

13, 1865.  Cal.— No.  Ill  Stockton  St,  San  Frandaco.  CaL 

Bvt.  Mf^or,  March  ,  Purchasing  aud  Depot  C.  S.  at  Tankton,  Dink.— 
13, 1865.  :      Yankton.  Dak. 

Charles  B.  Penrose Bvt.  Lt-Col.,  Nov.     Chief  C.  S.,  Dept.  of  Texaa.    PorohaaliiK  tad 

-  TS.atSai  - 


Jeremiah  H.  Oilman 


William  A.  Elderkin. 


I      11,1867.  I      DepotC.S.atSanAntouio,  Tex.— SanAntOBie. 

I  !      Tex. 

William  U.  Nasb i  Bvt.  Mt^jor,  Nov.  17,     Depot  C.  S.  at  Cheyenne,  Wyo.— Cheyame,  Wya 

1865.  I 

Charles  :&IcClure ,  Bvt.  Mi^or,  Aug.  17,     Purchasing  and  Depot  C.  8.  at  Boston, 

I      1866.  ;     No.  159  iiigh  St.,  Boston,  Haas. 

Charhs  r. Eagan Chief  C.  8.,  Dept.  of  Arixona.^'Wblppla 

I  racks  I^rescott  Ariz. 

Fred.  P.  Whitehead !  Bvt.  M^Jor,  March  i  Chief  C.  S.,  Dist.  of  New  Mexloo.— Santo  Fe. 

j      2, 1867.  New  Mex.    Under  orders  fior  duty  aa  Pnrchaa- 

ing and  Depot  C.  S.  at  New  Orleaiia,  La. 
John  F.  Weston Purcihasing  and  Depot  C.  S.  at  Heloia,  Moat.— 

I  Helena,  Mont. 

Charles  A.  Woodruff. Depot  C.  S.  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  KaiUw— Fort 

Leavenwoith,  Kans.    Under  ordera  for  duty  ai 

;  Chief  C.  S.,  Dist.  of  New  Mexico. 


Office  Depot  Commissary, 

Cheyenne  J  JVash.,  Janmarjf  15, 1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  on  the  cattle  and  sheep  inter- 
ost><  of  Wyominfij:  aud  Co1ora<lo,  which  I  consider  |»erfectly  reliable  in  all  ite  perta. 
Beef  being  one  of  the  prime  components  of  the  ration  issued  by  the  SabaiHtenee  De- 
partnient;  I  have  thought  that  a  report  of  tliis  character  would  not  be  inappropriate 
or  wholly  devoid  of  interest  to  yourself  and  the  de)>artment.  The  labor  upon  it  hM 
been  grekt,  more  than  I  anticipated  at  the  outset — in  verifying  all  the  facta  and  fhe 
tables  given.  I  submitted  the  latter  to  j^ersons  eugagc<l  in  the  bnaiueaa.  men  of  prac- 
tical experience,  and  they,  after  carefiil  examination,  approved  them.    Tnis  is  particn- 
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larly  so  of  the  tables  in  the  body  of  the  report,  giving  results  of  investments  for  three 
and  five  years. 

*  *  *  *  ^^  *  * 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  NASH, 
Captain  and  Commissary  SulsistencCf  U,  S.  A. 

The  Commissary-Gkxeral  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  A., 

nashingtonj  D,  C, 


Office  Depot  Commissary, 

Cheyenne^  Wyo,, ,  187-. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  cattle  and  sheep  inter- 
ests of  Colorado  and  Wyoming,  believing  it  will  prove  of  no  little  interest  and  profit 
to  the  department. 

A  few  remarks  on  the  manner  of  breeding  and  raising  cattle  on  the  plains  may  be 
appropriate.  A  site  for  a  ranch  is  selected — eigbty  acres  or  less  pre-empted — apon 
which  a  cabin  and  stables  for  horses  are  bailt.  The  range  surrounding  the  ranch,  ex- 
tending for  miles  in  either  direction,  is  presumed  to  be  well  suited  for  grazing  pur- 
poses, with  running  streams  of  water  within  easy  reach  of  the  cattle  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year. 

Upon  this  range  the  cattle  after  being  branded  are  turned  loose  to  roam  at  will. 
At  the  ranch  the  foreman,  who  is  selected  for  his  knowledge  of  cattle-raising,  with 
the  necessary'  number  of  herders,  resides. 

The  wages  of  a  first-claas  foreman  are  about  $75  per  month,  and  herders  at  $35  per 
month  and  rations  furnished.  For  breeding  purposes  one  Dull  for  each  25  cows  \& 
provided.  The  Texas  cows  and  short-horn  stock  of  bulls  make  an  excellent  crossing, 
the  product  being  large,  fine,  and  hardy. 

Five  men,  including  tne  foreman,  are  sufficient  to  take  care  of  4,000  head  of  stock. 
During  the  month  of  May,  annually,  the  "round-up"  takes  place.  The  country  is 
divided  into  districts  by  the  County  Stock  Growers'  Association.  All  the  herders^  with 
skilled  stockmen  as  leaders,  drive  into  a  prearranged  place  all  the  cattle  within  the 
district  to  which  they  are  allotted.  The  cattle  are  then  "cut  out,"  and  divided  ac- 
cording to  the  brands,  and  the  calves  branded.  Fully  a  month's  time  is  required  to 
accomplish  this  work.  After  the  calves  are  branded  and  account  of  stock  taken,  the 
herd  is  again  turned  loose  to  graze  and  fatten.  At  these  "round-ups"  thousands  of 
head  of  cattle  are  gathered  together,  belonging  to  different  owners.  The  system  is 
so  completely  well  organized  and  so  well  carried  out  that  the  loss  to  owners  is  but 
trifling. 

The  cattle  from  the  1st  of  August  until  the  1st  of  March  are  fat  and  in  excellent  con- 
dition for  beef.  From  the  1st  of  March  until  Aug^ust  they  are  poor,  and  good  beef- 
cattle  are  difficult  to  obtain  from  the  ranges.  To  insure  good  beef  during  the  entire 
year,  the  grasses — gramma,  bunch,  and  blue  grass — should  have  a  luxuriant  growth 
during  the  summer  months,  and  be  well  cured  on  the  ground  before  frost  appears. 
When  this  occurs  the  feed  is  excellent  during  the  winter  months,  and  cattle  keep  fat 
on  it.  Shipments  of  beef-cattle  to  Eastern  markets  commence  about  September  1,  and 
are  completed  for  the  year  about  December  1,  occupying  three  months'  time.  The 
cattle  are  driven  from  the  different  ranges  to  the  nearest  accessible  shipping  point  on 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  loaded  into  stock-cars,  and  shipped  to  Chicago,  Saint  Louis, 
and  other  Eastern  markets,  the  large  majority  of  shipments  being  made  to  the  first- 
named  city. 

During  the  year  1876  the  shipment  of  cattle  over  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  amounted 
to  1,780  car-loads — averaging  20  head  to  the  car — making  a  total  of  35,600  head.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1877  there  were  shipped  over  the  same  road  3,880  car-loads,  making  a 
total  of  77,600.  During  the  year  1878  there  has  been  shipx>ed  from  points  in  Wyommg 
4,000  cars  (estimated),  making  a  total  of  80,000  head.  These  cattle,  at  a  low  estimate, 
are  worth  $42  per  head,  gross,  making  a  total  valuation,  in  the  Chicago  market,  oi 
$3,360,000.  It  costs  for  fr«i^ht  about  i^.50  per  head  to  Chicago ;  $9  per  head  will  cover 
all  expenses — freight,  commission  for  selling,  &c.  These  cattle  are  worth,  in  Wyoming, 
ready  for  shipping,  $26 ;  add  expense  to  lay  them  down  in  Chicago,  $9,  makes  a  total 
of  $35,  leaving  a  net  profit  to  the  shipper  of  $7  per  head — a  low  estimate.  It  must  be 
kept  in  mind,  however,  that  in  computing  the  value  of  cattle  (four  years  old)  at  $26 
"here,  a  good  portion  of  that  sum  is  net  profit  to  the  owner,  over  and  above  the  cost  of 
breeding  and  raising. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  that  the  cattle  business  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming  is  very 
profitable.  That  it  is  rapidly  becoming  an  immense  business,  the  following  figures 
will  abundantly  show. 

In  1876  the  number  of  head  of  cattle  in  Wyoming  was  115,800.    This  is  the  num- 
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her  of  head  as  returned  hy  the  different  county  assessors,  with  25  i>6r  cent,  added,  whick 
is  a  fair  estimate.  I  have  not  heen  able  to  get  the  figures  for  1877.  On  the  Ut 
day  of  January,  1879,  there  are  in  the  Territory'  fully  277,500  head  of  cattle,  at  915 
per  head,  making  the  total  valuation  at  |4, 162,500. 

The  hotter  to  show  the  cattle  business  in  its  details,  I  give  herewith  an  account,  inn- 
ning  live  years,  showing  the  result  of  breeding  cattle  exclusively.  It  is  based  npon 
an  investment  of  |15,0(K),  and  can  be  implicitly  relied  npon. 

1377— 1,000  cows,  at  $12 ♦la.OOO 

40  hulls,  at  $175 3.000 

15.000 

1676— fi  hulls,  at  |75 450 

1879— 12  hulls,  at  t!75 900 

18.su— 15  hulls,  at  ^5 1,185 


^ 


17,475 

Expenses. 

First  year— Ranching  1,040  head 13,000 

Second  year — Ranching  1,546 head ....•..•.••....  S,000 

Third  year— Ranching  2,208  head 9,500 

Fourth  vcar— Ranching  2,903  head 3,000 

Fifth  Year— Ranching  3,763  head 4,000 

30,976 
5  per  cent,  contingent  loss  on  5,063  head 3,706 

34,770 

Natural  increase  of  stock  during  this  time — 

1978— Calves 600 

1879— Calves 700 

1880— Calves 730 

1881— Calves 910 

1882— Calves 1,160 

Cows,  original  purchase .•••.....•...•.  1,900 

Bulls,  purchase 73 

Total  number  head  of  stock ..••  6,06 

Contra. 

1878— Sold  50  head  of  cows,  at  $20 tl, 

1879— Sold  50  head  of  cows,  at  $20 \ 

18H0— Sold  50  head  of  cows,  at  $20 1,090 

1881— Sold  50  head  of  cows,  at  |^ 1.090 

1881— Sold  200  head  of  steers,  3  years  old,  at  $25 G,m 

1882— Sold  100  head  of  cows,  at  $20 „  3.00 

1882-Sold50heaaof  steers,  4  vears  old,  at  $30 1,690 

1882— Sold  250  head  of  steers,  3  years  old,  at  $25 4,^0 

Value  of  stock  on  hand  1882 — 

1,300  cows,  3  years  old  and  over,  at  $18 SB,  400 

100  steers,  3  years  oldand  over,  at  $25 ft,600 

730  steers  and  heifers,  2  years  old,  at  $15 lOtMO 

910  steers  and  heifers,  1  year  old,  at  $10 9,190 

73  hullH,at$30 8,199 

1,150  calves,  at  $7 8,990 

5,06:J  head 74,9M 

Deduct  cost  and  expenses 34i,VlB 

Not  profit  at  cud  of  of  5  years 40,119 

These  figures  are  furnished  me  by  one  of  the  largest  and  most  paiiis-taldi|ff  mittlo 
Tai»ers  in  Wyoming,  and  are  within  bounds,  easily  verified  by  any  one  g!oinjliKio*&6 
business.    At  the  prices  given  a  man  can  at  any  time  sell  out  iiis  entire  finrd. 
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INVESTMENT  NO.  2. 

This  is  an  InTestment  in  750  head  of  steers,  profit  reinvested  yearly,  closing  account 
at  end  of  three  years : 

Bought  first  year 350  head  three-year-old  steers,  at  $16 ^$5,60^ 

Bought  first  year 400  head  two-year-old  steers,  at  |12 4, 80O 

Bought  second  year ....  450  head  three-year-old  steers,  at  $16 7, 200 

Bought  second  year 450  head  two-year-old  steers,  at  $12 5, 400 

Bought  third  year 800  head  three-year-old  steers,  at  $16 12, 80O 

Bought  third  year 800  head  two-year-old  steers,  at  $12 '^  9, 600 

3,250  head;  cost 45,400 

Expenses: 

Herding,  first  year,  750  head,  at  $1 ^,  750 

Herding,  second  year,  1,200  head,  at  $1 1,200 

Herding,  third  year,  2^000 head,  at$l 2,000: 

Ten  per  cent,  for  contingent  losses 5,000 

Total  cost  and' expenses 54,350 

Contra, 

Sales  first  year 450  head,  at  $25 11,250 

Sales  second  year 800  head,  at  $26 20,800 

Sales  third  year 1,350  head,  at  $26 35,100 

Total 2,600  sold  for 67,150 

Remaining  on  hand 650  head,  at  $20 13,000 

3, 250  80, 150 

Cost,  expenses,  and  losses 54,350 

Net  profit 25,800 

This  table  requires  only  an  investment  of  $10,400.  You  are  not  obliged  to  even  own 
or  have  a  claim  to  your  range,  but  simply  hire  some  one  to  herd  yoor  cattle,  j^aying 
therefor  one  dollar  per  head.  As  will  be  seen,  the  profit  in  three  years'  time  is  fifty 
per  cent,  annually  on  the  original  investment.  Like  the  preceding  table,  these  figures 
can  be  relied  upon  as  within  due  bounds,  and  verified  by  actual  experience. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  cattle  interest  in  Wyomine 
Territory.  The  tables  append^  hereto  will  give  in  detail  such  facts  as  are  not  found 
in  the  body  of  this  report,  embracing  full  returns  of  the  number  of  head  of  cattle  in 
the  State  of  Colorado. 

CANNED  BEEF  AND  TONOUE. 

Large  quantities  of  canned  beef  and  tongue  are  annually  consumed  by  travelers 
across  the  plains,  ranchmen  and  others,  in  additiou  to  the  large  quantity  purchased 
for  the  use  of  the  Army  by  the  Subsistence  Department.  Establisfaments  for  curing; 
and  canning  these  articles  of  food  could  be  built  here  or  at  Denver^  Colo.,  at  a  cost 
very  little  in  excess  of  the  cost  of  similar  structures  in  the  East,  while  the  very  best 
of  beef  could  be  purchased  at  one-half,  or  even  less,  the  cost  in  Chicago  or  Saint  Louis. 
The  cost  of  curing  and  canning  beef  and  beef  toujKue  here  would,  in  my  opinion,  be* 
from  30  to  35  per  cent,  less  than  in  Saint  Louis  or  Cnica^o. 

I  hope  soon  to  see  capitalists  interest  themselves  in  this  branch  of  business,  believ- 
ing an  examination  will  show  it  to  be  both  practicable  and  profitable. 

FEEDING  EAST  OF  THE  MISSOURI. 

The  immense  com  crop,  east  of  the  Missouri  River,  of  last  year's  growth  and  the  ex- 
treme low  price,  15  to  20  cents  per  bushel,  renders  the  question  or  how  to  get  rid  of 
the  large  surplus  at  remunerative  prices  one  of  vast  importance^  the  farmers  of  Iowa 
and  lUinois.  The  farmers  of  these  and  other  States,  can  buy  m  Wyoming  and  Col- 
orado cattle,  three  and  four  years  old,  at  verv  low  figures.  They  could  be  transported 
to  these  eastern  farms,  fed  and  fattened  on  tne  surplus  com,  and  early  in  the  spni^r 
shipped  to  the  Chicago  market  in  splendid  condition,  and  sold  at  a  price  which  would 
realize  a  profit  to  the  farmer,  of  not  less  than  25  per  cent,  over  and  above  his  invest- 
ment, and  all  expenses  adde<l. 

These  cattle  being  com  fe<l  and  well  fattened,  would  bring  the  highest  market 
price,  at  least  three-quarters  of  a  cent  per  pound  gross,  more  than  the  grass  fed  cattle 
of  the  plains  would  sell  for.  Thus  the  farmer's  surplus  crop  of  com  is  msposed  of  and 
a  fair  profit  for  his  labor  realized.  The  cattle  can  be  purchased  and  fattened  on  these 
farms  during  the  winter  months  at  but  little,  if  any,  extra  expense,  as  it  is  done  at  & 
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time  of  the  year  when  the  lahor  of  the  farm,  beyond  feeding  and  caring  for  the  stock, 
is  wholly  suspended. 

The  beef,  for  the  supply  of  the  United  States,  east  of  the  Missouri  River,  in,  in  the 
near  future,  to  be  almost  wholly  supplied  from  the  Great  Plains  trending  CMwtward 
from  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Millions  of  cattle  can  be  raised  and  fattened  on  the  Inxa- 
riant  and  rich  grasses  of  Wyoming,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico,  and  at  an  expense  no 
farmer  east  of  the  Missouri  RiVer  can  beja^n  to  compete  with. 

The  more  I  see  of  tliis  vast  extent  of  country,  its  immense  and  undeveloped  re- 
sources and  the  future  growth  of  its  cattle  and  sheep  interests,  the  more  I  am  im- 
pressed with  its  great  advantages  for  the  emx)loymont  of  the  suiplus  capital  and  en- 
ergetic labor  of  the  overcrowded  Eastern  States.  There  is  room  nere  for  all,  not  the 
lazy  and  indolent,  but  the  men  of  brain  and  energy.  I  know  no  section  of  the 
United  States  where  there  is  so  good  a  prospect  for  a  man  of  small  capital  and  nn- 
l)ounded  energy  as  in  the  pastoral  pursuits  of  this  Rocky  Mountain  region. 

SHEEP  HUSBANDRY. 

Tiiis  bran  ch  of  industry  has,  from  small  beginnings,  reached  larse  proportions  and 
is  increusiug  rapidly.  It  is  attended  with  more  risks,  owing  to  the  violent  storms 
prevalent  on  these  plains,  than  the  raising  of  cattle ;  but  so  far,  the  results  have  been 
emiuently  satisfactory  to  those  engaged  in  the  business.  The  remarks  on  the  breedins 
and  raisiiig  of  cattle,  so  far  as  the  location  and  the  character  of  the  ranse  is  conoeme^ 
an'  equally  applicable  to  a  shee^>  range.  For  sheep  it  is  necessary  to  build  sheds  in 
which  to  shelter  them  during  Nnolout  storms.  These  sheds  are  generally  built  of  con  - 
cTQtii  or  adobe  and  roofed  with  dirt.  The  sheep  are  never  kept  in  these  sheds  except 
during  the  hard  and  violent  storms,  lasting  from  one  to  three  days. 

A  larjUfe  majority  of  sheej)-2Tower8  in  this  section  have  bought  New  Mexican  ewes 
in  htarting  their  flocks,  breeding  them  to  full-bloo<led  and  high-grade  Spanish  merino 
bucks,  aud  their  sheep  are  now  mainly  one-half  and  tliree-quarter  blood  merino. 

A  number  are  now  ureeding  with  Cotswold  bucks  in  order  to  obtain  larger  sheep 
for  mutton  aud  a  greater  length  of  staple.  Thus  far  the  improvement  on  the  Mexican 
stock  has  been  very  rapid  and  successful,  and  it  is  generally  believed  that  better  sheep 
are  obtained  in  this  way  than  by  importing  graded  ^eep  from  the  Eastern  States. 
The  Mexican  sheep  are  used  to  being  herded  in  large  flocks,  are  entirely  free  from  dis- 
ease, and  impart  strong  constitutions  to  their  increase. 

In  purchasing  to  start  a  ranch  one  buck  is  required  for  every  fifty  ewes. 

Thci  average  cost  of  keeping  sheep  is  from  50  cents  to  $1  per  head,  per  annum,  de- 
pending up<m  the  number  of  sheep  kept,  locality,  &c.  Tliis  iucludes  feed,  shelter, 
shearing,  herding,  and  extra  care  during  the  lambing  season. 

From  1,500  to  2,500  head  usually  nin  in  one  flock.  They  will  range  from  three  to 
five  miles  from  the  corrals  during  the  day,  are  corraled  at  night  aud  "shedded**©! 
housed  during  stormy  weather. 

It  is  necessary  to  feed  some  hay  during  the  worst  storms,  but  the  number  of  **  feed- 
ing days  "  will  not  exceed  twenty-five  during  the  year. 

The  average  increase  of  lambs  is  from  75  to  90  per  cent  annually,  depending  upon 
the  caro  the  ewes  have  during  the  season  they  drop  their  lambs.  The  average  yield 
of  wool  is  about  five  pounds  per  head.  The  price  during  the  past  year  has  been  22 
cents  per  pound  delivered  really  for  shipment  at  the  nearest  accessible  shipping  iM>int 
on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. ' 

Sheep  are  very  healthy  throughout  this  entire  region.  Thei*e  is  no  disease  that  is  pe- 
culiar to  this  climate.  Foot-rot  is  not  known,  and  the  scab,  although  often  brought 
in  with  bucks  from  the  States,  is  very  easily  cured  by  freciuent  dipping  in  tobacco 
juice.  There  has  always  been  a  large  demand  for  mutton  sheep,  and  all  of  this  kind 
are  quickly  dispose<l  of  at  prices  ranging  from  ^2.50  to  |!2.75  per  head. 

The  wages  for  foreman  on  the  ranch,  and  henlers,  are  the  same  as  f(»r  those  em- 
ployed on  cattle-ranges.  In  ordiujiry  times  one  man,  as  herder,  can  easily  take  care 
of  2,500  sheep.  During  the  lambing  season  an  extra  man  is  reqnii*ed  for  two  flocks 
from  1,.500  to  2,500  head  each.  Good  ewes,  New  Mt^vican,  can  be  bought  for  $2.40  irer 
hea<l.  Good  bucks,  merino  or  Cotswold,  can  be  delivered  here  for  about  $40  each. 
Mr.  H.  B.  Rumsey,  an  extensive  sheep  raiser,  residing  at  Laramie  City,  says : 

"A  man  from  Indiana,  we  will  say,  could  come  out  here  with  $3,000,  buy  300  sheep, 
with  8  bucks,  for  $1,200;  10  cows  and  one  bull  for  j5»300:  wagon,  horses,  mowing-ma- 
chine, &.C.,  $500;  a  good  log  house,  sheds,  and  everji:hing  necessary  for  care  of  all 
stock,  $750,  leaving  him  $250  for  expenses  for  first  year,  besides  sale  of  butter,  wonld 
be  sure  of  having  what  would  be  called  a  fortune  in  his  native  State  in  Ave  years." 

Mr.  Rumsey,  in  his  first  item,  estimates  the  cost  of  ewes  at  a  high  figure  and  gives 
two  bucks  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary;  but  his  figures  are  reuable,  and  could  be 
practically  verified  by  any  one  ^oing  into  the  business  of  raising  sheep. 

I  a]>pend  hereto  tables  showing  the  number  of  sheep  in  Colorado  and  Wyoming; 
amount  of  wool-clip  for  1878,  estimated,  which  are  believed  to  be  accurate  and  fiiUy 
within  bounds,  rather  imder  than  over  the  actual  facts.  In  a  section  of  conntty  like 
this  Rocky  Mountain  region,  including  Wyoming,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico,  where 
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sheep  are  an  numerous  and  the  meat  futly  aa  chea|i  aa  Leaf,  vonid  it  not  be  for  the 
interest  and  health  of  the  troops  if  mnttou  was  issued  to  them,  say,  one  day  in  sevenl 
It  in  as  healthy  as  beef;  iu  fact,  eonsidered  more  so  by  a  great  many  people  as  eco- 
nouiioal,  and  would  give  the  troops  a  change. 


Ill  this  re|>urt  my  object  lias  been  to  place  before  you  facts  in  rej^ard  to  the  cattle 
and  sheep  interest  of  tliis  section  of  country,  connected  with  breeding  and  raising  of 
stock,  its  coat  and  profits.  Indirectly  it  furnishes  you  information  enabling  the  de- 
partment to  act  underatandinglv  upon  tlie  award  of  beef  contracts. 

I  liesire  to  acknowledge  ttiB  obligations  I  am  under  to  the  honorable  secretary  of 
state  of  Colorado,  Hon.  A.  H.  Swan,  and  Hay  and  Thomas  of  Cheyenne,  H.  B.  Rum- 
aey,  esq.,  of  Laramie  City,  Wyo.,  and  many  others,  for  valuable  information,  statis- 
tical and  otherwise,  kindly  furnished  me. 

The  Commissary-General  of  Sobsistbncb,  U.  3.  A., 

Wathinglon,  D.  C. 
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Wae  Depaetment, 
Surgeon-Geneeal's  Office, 

Waahingtony  October  1, 1879, 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  finances 
and  general  transactions  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879: 

FINA17CIAL  STATEMENT. 

Appropriation  for  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  reappro- 
priated  for  1871  and  prior  years : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year |1, 965  33 

Appronriated  by  act  of  March  3,  1879 1, 347  00 

Rerdnded  during  the  year 54  00 

3,366  33 

Disbursed  during  the  year $3,312  33 

Carried  to  the  surplus  fund 54  00 

3,366  33 

Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  reappropriated  for  1872 : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year 134  55 

Disbursed  dunng  the  year 134  55 

Medical  and  Hospital  Transfer  Fund,  under  Act  of  March  3,  1673 : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year 165, 190  52 

Disbursed  dunng  the  year $47  58 

Carried  to  surplus  fund 165,142  94 

165, 190  52 

Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1875 : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year 198  00 

Appropriated  by  act  of  March  3,  1879 36  00 

•  234  00 

Disbursed  during  the  year 234  00 

Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1877 : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year 5  91 

Appropriated  by  act  of  March  3,  1879 1,295  96 

Refunded  during  the  year..... 20  60 

1,322  47 
Disbursed  during  the  year...- •. 1,309  06 

Balance  June  30,  1879 13  41 

Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1878 : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year 99,988  67 

Refunded  dunng  the  year 100  00 

100, 088  67 
Disbursed  during  the  year t 87,923  50 

Balance  June  30,  1879 12,lf5  17 
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Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1379: 

Appropriated  by  art  of  June  l??,  1S7S $300,000  00 

Kefunded  duiing  the  year 54  00 

200,054  00 
Disbursed  during  the  year IsW,  144  03 

Balance  June  30, 1^79 71,909  97 

The  gi^eater  pait  of  this  balance  has  since  been  disbursed,  and  the  re- 
mainder will  be  required  in  fullilling  contracts  made  betbre  June  30. 

Museum  and  Library,  l^c! : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year ^2,274  11 

Disbursed  during  the  year 2,274  11 

Museum  and  Library,  li79 : 

A|»propriated  by  act  of  June  18,  1*?79 10,000  00 

Disbursed  during  the  year 9,284  44 

Balance  June  30, 1S79 715  52 

Medical  and  Surgical  History : 

Balances  from  previcms  tiscal  year,  continued  by  act  of  June  18, 1879 28,657  05 

Disbursed  during  the  year 8,785  40 

Balance  June  30,  lr?79 19,871  65 

Artiticial  Limbs,  1877: 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year 15,399  60 

Disbursed  diinng  the  year  .1 $4,43190 

Carried  to  the  surplus  fund 7,364  80 

11,796  70 

Balance  June  30,  1879 3,602  90 

Artificial  limbs,  lS7ri : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year* '. ' "....'... ; 413  67 

Drawn  from  appropriation  for  lc<79  under  act  of  June  20,  187cJ 4,500  00 

4, 913  67 

Disbursed  during  the  year 2,788  10 

Balance  June  30, 1879 2,131  57 

Artificial  limbs,  1879 : 

Appropriated  by  act  of  June  20,  1878 105,000  00 

Translerred  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  1878 $4, 500  00 

Disbursed  diu'ing  the  vear 1 66,453  00 

70,963  00 

Balance  June  30, 1S79 34,047  00 

Ap])liances  for  disabled  soldiers,  1877  : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year 4,715  50 

Disbursed  during  the  year./. |2  00 

Carried  to  the  surplus  fund 4,713  50 

4,715  50 

Apjdiances  for  disabled  soldiers,  1878 : 

Balance  from  previous  fiscal  year 2,907  50 

Disbursed  during  the  year./. 71  50 

Balance  June  30, 1879 2,836  00 

Appliances  for  disabled  scddiers,  1879: 

Appropriation  by  act  of  June  20,  1878 3,000  00 

Disbursed  during  the  year 92  00 

Balance  June  30, 1879 2,906  00 

Ex]>ended  in  providing  trusses  for  ruptured  soldiers,  seamen,  and  marines 
under  the  act  approved  May  2^^  1872,  extended  by  the  act  of  March  3, 
1879 7,979  99 
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ARTIFICiAX  LEVIBS  AND  APPLIANCES. 

There  were  furnished  during  the  fiscal  year,  in  kind,  trusses,  4A2 ;  ar- 
tificial legs,  39 ;  arms,  2 ;  hands,  9 ;  appliances  for  injured  legs,  4,  By 
commutation,  legs,  168 ;  arms,  297 ;  feet,  16;  appliances  for  injured  limbs, 
743. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  ABMY  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAE  ENDING  JTJKE  30, 

1879. 

The  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded  received  at  this  office,  up  to 
September  1,  represent  an  average  mean  strength  of  21,716  white  and 
1,947  colored  troops. 

Among  the  white  troops j  the  total  number  of  cases  of  all  kinds  reported 
as  taken  on  the  sick  list  was  37,810,  being  at  the  rate  of  1,741  per  1,000 
of  mean  strength.  Of  this  number,  32,682,  or  1,505  per  1.000  of  strength, 
were  taken  on  sick  report  for  disease,  and  6,128,  or  ^36  per  1,000  of 
strength,  for  wounds,  accidents,  and  ii^juries  of  all  kinds. 

The  average  number  constantly  on  sick  report  during  the  year  was 
965,  or  44  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.  Of  these,  761,  or  35  per  1,000  of 
strength  were  constantly  under  tiiatment  for  disease,  and  204,  or  9  x>er 
1,000  of  strength,  for  wounds,  accidents,  and  ii\iuries. 

The  total  numoer  of  deaths  from  all  causes  reported  among  the  white 
troops  was  266,  or  12  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.  Of  these.  162,  or  7 
per  1,000  of  strength,  died  of  disease,  and  104,  or  5  per  1,000  or  strength, 
of  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  firom  all  causes  to  cases  treated  was  1  to 
142. 

The  total  number  of  white  soldiers  reported  to  have  been  discharged 
the  service  on  "  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability  ^  was  077,  or  31  per 
1,000  of  mean  strength. 

Among  the  cohrea  troopSj  the  total  number  of  cases  of  all  kinds  re- 
ported was  3.932,  or  2,020  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.  Of  these,  3,455, 
or  1,775  per  1,000  of  strength,  were  cases  of  disease,  and  477.  or  245  per 
1,000  of  strength,  were  wounds,  accidents,  and  iiyuries.  Tne  average 
number  constantly  on  sick  report  was  77,  or  40  per  1,000  of  strength  j 
of  whom  62.  or  32  per  1,000  of  strength,  were  under  treatment  for  dis- 
ease, and  15,  or  8  per  1,000  of  strength,  for  wounds,  accidents,  and  in- 
juries. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  colored  soldiers  reported  flx)m  all 
causes  was  2Sy  or  14  per  1,000  of  mean  strength.  Of  these,  15,  or  8  per 
1,000  of  strength,  died  of  disease,  and  13,  or  6  per  1,000  of  strength,  of 
wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  cases  treated  was  1  to 
140. 

The  total  number  of  colored  soldiers  reported  to  have  been  discharged 
on  "  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability"  was  42,  or  22  per  1,000  of  mean 
strength. 

WOBK  PEBFOBMBD  IN  XmS  EECOED  AND  PENSION    DIVISION. 

The  number  of  new  official  demands  uppi^  this  division  during  the 
fiscal  year  for  information  as  to  t^  cause  oi  death  in  the  case  of  de- 
ceased soldiers  and  the  hospital  record  of  invalids  was  22,339.  Of 
these,  19,427  were  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  2,498  from  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  and  414  from  miscellaneous  sources. 
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The  total  number  of  new  cases  was  greater  by  1,265  than  the  namber 
received  during  the  previous  fiscal  year,  and  greater  by  1,954  than  the 
average  number  of  new  cases  received  annually  during  the  nine  previooa 
fiscal  years. 

But,  in  addition  to  this  large  number  of  new  ca^es,  the  division  was 
burdened  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  by  the  arrears  of  for- 
mer years,  amounting  in  all  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1878,  to  16,844  cases, 
so  that  the  total  number  of  cases  to  be  searched  during  the  year  was 
39,183. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  explained  in  detail  that  the  namber  of 
cases  in  arrears  had,  previous  to  July  1,  1878,  been  still  larger;  but 
with  the  additional  clerical  force  which  commenced  work  May  18, 1878, 
the  task  of  disposing  of  these  arrears  had  already  commenced,  and  was 
progressing  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  During  ti^e  fiscal  year  closing 
June  30, 1879,  the  same  favorable  condition  of  the  business  of  the  office 
continued.  Search  was  made  and  replies  furnished  to  the  proper  author- 
ities in  35,183  cases,  viz :  30,637  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  4,100 
to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  and  446  to  miscellaneous  inqui- 
rers. On  the  1st  of  July,  1879,  the  number  of  cases  remaining  on  hand 
unanswered  had  been  reduced  to  4,000. 

After  the  1st  of  July  the  work  of  disposing  of  the  cases  in  arrears  still 
continued,  and  by  the  26th  of  the  mouth,  notwithstanding  the  continual 
receipt  of  an  increasing  number  of  new  inquiries,  the  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  hand  unanswered  had  been  reduced  to  2,744 ;  so  that,  had 
the  rate  at  which  new  cases  were  received  at  the  office  continued  no 
greater  than  during  the  last  year,  all  arrears  would  have  been  disposed 
of  in  the  course  of  about  two  mouths  more. 

But,  since  the  1st  of  July,  1879,  a  <yreat  increase  in  the  number  of 
new  cases  received  has  taken  place.  The  average  number  of  new  cases, 
which  had  been  1,862  monthly  during  the  previous  fiscal  year,  rose  dur- 
ing July,  1870,  to  2,045,  and  during  the  month  of  August  to  4,255.  As 
a  consequence,  and  notwithstanding  eveiy  effoii;  of  which  the  present 
clerical  force  is  capable,  the  number  of  cases  in  arrears  has  rapidly  in- 
creased.   By  the  1st  of  September,  1879,  it  was  4,651  cases. 

This  sudden  increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  sent  to  this  office  is 
consequent  upon  the  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Janu- 
ary 25, 1879,  granting  arreai^s  of  pensions,  &c.,*  and  especially  the  o\> 
eration  of  the  third  section  of  soid  act,  which  repeals  the  statute  impos- 
ing certain  limitations  in  the  prosecution  of  pension  claims.  By  the 
provisions  of  that  act  a  large  amount  of  additional  work  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  Pension  Oflice,  and  a  very  considerable  proportion  of 
the  new  cases  are  necessarily  leferred  to  this  office  for  the  hospital  rec- 
ords of  the  soldiers  concerned. 

To  enable  the  Pension  01!ice  to  disi)ose  of  this  increased  work,  a  large 
increase  of  its  clerical  force  was  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved March  3,  1879,  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the 
arrears  of  i)ension,  &c.,+  but  not  a  single  additional  clerk  has  as  yet 
been  authorized  to  enable  this  office  to  meet  its  share  of  the  work. 

It  appears  to  be  certain  that  the  number  of  cases  sent  monthly  to  this 
office  for  information  fiom  the  hospital  records  will  continue  to  increase 
for  some  time  to  come,  and  that  the  total  number  received  during  the 
present  year  will  be  many  thousands  in  excess  of  the  large  number  the 

*  Statutes  of  the  United  States  of  America,  passed  at  the  third  sosaiou  of  the  Forty- 
fifth  Congress,  1878-79,  chap.  23,  p.  2Jx>. 

t  Statutes  of  the  United  States  of  America,  passed  at  the  third  session  of  the  Forty- 
fifth  Congress,  1878-79,  chap.  187,  p.  4G9. 
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office  was  enabled  to  dispose  of  last  year.  With  the  present  clerical 
force  of  the  division  it  is  impossible  that  the  number  of  cases  searched 
this  year  can  exceed  the  number  disposed  of  last.  The  clerical  force 
remains  unchanged,  and  the  men  were  pushed  last  year  to  their  utmost 
capacity.  Unless,  therefore,  a  temporary  increase  in  the  number  of 
clerks  employed  be  authorized  by  law  to  meet  the  emergency,  the  work 
of  the  office  must  again  fall  into  arrears,  and  a  deplorable  delay  in  the 
adjustment  of  a  large  number  of  pension  cases  will  inevitably  result. 

It  would  be  possible,  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  Record  and 
Pension  Division,  for  lorty  additional  clerks  to  work  to  advantage,  and 
I  earnestly  recommend  the  employment  of  that  number,  in  addition  to 
those  already  on  duty  in  this  office,  to  enable  me  to  meet  the  increased 
demands  referred  to  with  reasonable  promptness.  I  also  recommend  a 
small  appropriation  for  additional  furniture  to  accommodate  this  in- 
crease in  the  clerical  force. 

Besides  the  work  of  searching  just  discussed,  a  certain  amount  of  cur- 
rent record  work  is  annually  performed  in  this  division.  During  the 
past  fiscal  year  2,589  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded  have  been 
received  from  the  medical  officers  in  chai^ge  of  the  various  posts  and 
stations.  These  have  been  examined,  consolidated  on  statistical  sheets 
for  use,  and  the  deaths  and  discharges  entered  in  the  appropriate  alpha- 
betical registers.  Nine  hundred  and  seventy-six  monthly  meteorolog- 
ical reports  were  received  from  medical  officers,  which  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Aimy  for  his  use,  and  781 
reports  of  the  medical  examination  of  recruits  were  received  and  filed, 
it  not  being  possible,  in  view  of  the  present  demands  upon  the  clerica, 
force  of  the  di^ision,  to  undertake  their  discussion  at  the  present  timet 

DIVISION  OF  SURGICAL  RECORDS. 

In  the  Division  of  Surgical  Eecords  the  surgical  reports  received  from 
medical  officers  of  the  Army  at  posts  with  detachments  of  troops  engaged 
in  Indian  hostilities  were  examined,  and  the  cases  reported  were  classified 
according  to  the  seat  or  nature  of  injury  or  operation.  The  surgical 
portion  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  was  continued, 
and  the  descriptive  catalogues  of  the  surgical,  anatomical  and  miscella- 
neous sections  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum  were  completed  to  mclude  all 
specimens  received  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

The  cases  of  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries  reported  in  Class  V  of 
the  Monthly  Reports  of  Sick  and  Wounded  numbered  5,308,  while  the 
mean  strength  of  the  Army  was  23,663  men.  One  hundred  and  seventeen 
deaths  were  occasioned  by  wounas  received  in  action  or  other  violent 
cuses,  a  proportion  of  4.9  i>er  1,000  of  the  mean  strength. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  3,340  official  reports  were 
received  from  medical  officers  in  charge  of  post  hospitals,  or  with  de- 
tachments of  troops,  or  with  expeditions  against  hostile  Indians.  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-ninewere  regular  quarterly  rei)ort8, 
172  were  special  reports,  12  were  reports  of  casualties,  and  1,277  wei^e 
reports  of  a  miscellaneous  character. 

Fourteen  reports  of  engagements  between  Indians  and  United  States 
troops  were  received  in  this  di^isiotl  of  the  office  duiing  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1879 : 

1.  A  fight  between  a  band  of  Indians,  400  in  number,  and  a  portion 
of  General  Howard^s  command,  consisting  of  Companies  A,  E,  F,  G,  H,  K, 
and  L,  of  the  First  Cavalry,  took  place  near  Olcut's  farm,  Oregon,  on 
July  8, 1878.    Assistant  Surgeon  J.  A.  Fitzgerald,  U.  8.  A.,  reported 
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that  a  sergeant  and  four  privates  were  wounded;  one  of  tihe  latter  died 
the  following  day,  July  9. 187a 

2.  Assistant  Surgeon  D.  Weisel,  U.  S.  A.,  reported  that  in  a  ddimish 
on  July  13, 1878,  between  Umatilla  Indians  and  Captain  Miles's  com- 
mand of  portions  of  the  Fourth  Artillery,  First  Cavalry  and  Twenty- 
first  Infantry,  near  Umatilla  Agency,  Oregon,  a  corporal  of  the  Twen^- 
first  Infantry  and  a  coq^oral  of  the  First  Cavalry  were  wounded. 

3.  Asst.  Surg.  J.  A.  Fitzgerald,  U.  S.  A.,  reported  an  engagement  at 
the  caiion  of  the  North  Fork  of  John  Daj^'s  River^  Oregon,  on  July  20 
1878,  in  which  a  private  of  Company  E,  First  Cavalry,  received  a  shot- 
wound  of  the  scalp. 

4.  On  September  4, 1878,  a  fight  occurred  between  a  party  of  hostile 
Bannocks  and  a  detachment  of  the  Fifth  Infantry  at  Bennett^a  Creek, 
Montana  Territory.  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  E.  G.  Eedd  rex>orted  that  Capt 
Andrew  S.  Bennett,  Fifth  Infantry,  was  instantly  killed,  and  a  private 
of  Company  G  received  a  slight  wound  of  the  forearm.  Indian  scout 
Kock  wa«  shot  through  the  bowels  and  died  the  same  day. 

5.  On  September  0, 1878,  80  enlisted  men,  40  each  from  Companies  6 
and  H,  Fourth  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain  Bendlebrock,  Foortfa 
Cavalry,  were  sent  from  Camp  Supply,  Indian  Territory,  in  pmsoit  of 
Northern  Cheyennes,  who  had  left  their  reservation  early  in  September. 
The  command  came  up  with  the  Indians  at  Turkey  Springs^  Indian  Ter 
ritory,  on  September  13,  when  a  fight  ensued,  which  laired  two  daya 
Asst.  Surg.  T.  E.  Wilcox  reported  a  corporal  and  two  jxrivates  kined, 
and  two  privates  and  an  Apache  volunteer  scout  wounded. 

G.  Asst.  Surg.  W.  S.  Tremaine,  U.  S.  A.,  reported  that  in  a  skinnidi 
with  hostile  Indians,  near  Bear  Creek,  thirty-five  miles  from  F<nt  Dodge, 
Kans.,  on  September  18, 1878,  a  private  of  Company  I,  Fourth  Cavalry, 
was  severely  wounded. 

7.  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  T.  A.  Davis  rei)0ii:ed  an  engagement  at  Pun- 
ished Woman's  Fork  of  IJeaver  Creek,  Kansas,  with  Cheyenne  Indians, 
September  27, 1878,  in  which  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Lewis,  Kineteentli 
Infantiy,  and  two  privates  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry  were  wounded.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lewis  was  shot  through  the  middle  third  of  tJie  right 
thigh,  the  ball  completely  severing  the  femoral  aitery.'  He  died  about 
twenty-seven  hours  after  the  reception  of  the  injury,  having  been  trans- 
ported to  within  fifteen  miles  of  Fort  Wallace,  Kans.,  and  about  thirty 
miles  from  the  i)lace  where  he  was  wounded. 

8.  On  the  night  of  January  9, 1870,  about  150  Cheyenne  Indian  pris- 
oners, confined  at  Fort  Ivobinson,  iN^ebr.,  after  killing  or  wounding  their 
sentries,  made  their  escape  from  the  barracks,  and  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  blufts,  two  miles  distant.  A  detachment  of  the  Third  Cavalry. 
from  the  cantonment  about  a  mile  distant,  was  sent  in  pui*8uit  of  the 
Indians,  and,  after  a  series  of  skirmishes,  the  remaining  Cheyennes  were 
suiTounded  on  January  22,  in  a  ''washout,-'  in  which  all  the  rest  were 
killed  or  captured.  Asst.  Surg.  E.  13.  Moseley,  who  forwarded  to  this 
office  an  interesting  and  detailed  account  of  the  outbreak,  re])orts  the 
following  casualties :  During  the  night  of  January  9  to  January  10,  at 
the  first  revolt  of  the  Indians  at  Fort  Robinson,  one  corporal  and  nine 
I)rivates  of  the  Third  Cavalry  were  wounded  ;  two  of  the  privates  died 
within  a  few  hours ;  a  third  lived  until  9.30  p.  m.  on  January  11. 

9.  On  January  11,  during  the  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  Indians,  twenty 
miles  from  Fort  Kobinson,  a  corporal  of  the  Third  Cavalry  was  killed 
and  a  private  and  a  farrier  were  wounded;  the  private  died  the  follow- 
ing day. 

10.  On  January  17,  thirty  miles  from  Fort  Robinson,  a  private  of  Com- 
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pany  H,  Third  Cavalry,  was  shot  through  the  chest.  His  body  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  savages,  and  was  scalped,  but  not  otherwise  mutilated. 
U.  The  last  of  these  running  fights  *occurred  on  January  22,  forty 
miles  from  Fort  Robinson.  A  sergeant,  a  farrier,  and  two  privates  of 
the  Third  Cavalry  were  killed,  and  two  sergeants  and  Capt.  H.  W. 
Wessels,  jr.,  of  the  Third  Cavalry,  and  an  Indian  scout  were  wounded. 

12.  Acting  Assist.  Surg.  R.  G.  Redd  reported  that  on  April  6, 1879, 
at  Mizpah  Creek,  Montana  Territory,  a  private  of  Company  E,  Second 
Cavalry,  and  a  sergeant  of  the  Signal  Corps  were  attacked  by  a  party 
of  Cheyenne  Indians.  The  private  was  instantly  killed ;  the  sergeant 
of  the  Signal  Corps  received  only  a  slight  flesh-wound. 

13.  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  C.  A.  Sewall  reported  that  in  an  engagement 
with  Apache  Indians  in  the  Miembres  Mountains,  iNew  Mexico,  May  29, 
1879,  one  private  of  the  Ninth  Cavaliy  was  killed  and  two  were  wounded.^ 

14.  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  C.  A.  Sewall  reports  that  a  ferrier  of  the  Nav- 
ajo scouts  was  killed  by  Apache  Indians  ten  miles  from  Ojo  Caliente, 
N.  Mex.,  on  May  2. 1879. 

At  the  close  of  tne  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  6,807  cases  of  in- 
juries and  operations  that  had  occurred  since  the  date  of  the  publication  of 
Circular  3, 1871,  had  been  collected.  To  these  have  been  added  during 
the  last  fiscal  year  1,021  cases^  making  a  total  of  7,828.  Twenty-three 
hundred  and  eleven  are  injunes  of  the  head,  136  of  the  fa^e,  63  of  the 
neck,  559  of  the  trunk,  1,402  of  the  upi)er  extremities,  913  of  the  lower 
extremities ;  1,604  are  simple  fractures,  luxations,  and  simiins,  and  840 
are  injuries  of  a  miscellaneous  nature. 

Surgical  statistics  of  the  war.— Until  June  30, 1878,  227,308  surgical 
cases  and  40,577  operations,  giving  a  total  of  267,885  oases,  had  been 
entered  on  the  permanent  records  of  this  division  of  the  office.  To  these 
have  been  added  during  the  year  ending  June  30. 1879, 1,062  surgical 
cases  and  19  operations,  giving  an  aggregate  of  268,966  cases  now  col- 
lected. In  3,957  instances  additional  data  to  surgical  cases  were  obtained 
from  reports  of  pension-examiners,  from  surgic^  journals,  and  frx)m  cor- 
respondence with  medical  officers  who  served  during  the  war.  In  1,537 
cases  additional  information  was  obtained  from  the  Pension  Office,  and 
in  2,060  cases  from  the  Record  and  Pension  Division. 

ARMY  MEDICAL  MUSEUM. 

Surgical  section. 

Specimens  in  the  Musenm,  July  1,  1P78 6,874 

Specimens  in  the  Museiun,  July  1,  1879 6,947- 

Increase  during  the  year 73 

Medical  section. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum,  July  1,  1878 1,421 

Specimens  in  the  Museum,  July  1,  1879 1,497 

Increase  during  the  year • • 76 

Microscopical  section. 

Specimens  in  the  Musenm,  Jnly  1,  1878 8,008 

Specimens  in  the  Museum,  July  1,  1679 8,263 

Increase  during  the  year • 255 

Anatomical  section. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum,  July  1,  1878 ••• l>948f 

Specimens  in  theMuseum^  July  1,  1879 1,999 

Increase-during  the  year 51 
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Section  of  comparative  anatomy. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum,  Jaly  1,  1878 2, 164 

Specimens  in  the  Museum,  July  1,  1879.... 2,241 

Increase  during  the  year •••  •        77 

Miacellaneous  section. 

Specimens  in  the  Museum,  July  1, 1878 657 

Received,  510— transferred,  556 1....        46 

Specimens  in  the  Museum,  July  1,  1879 611 

The  contributors  to  the  Army  Medical  Museum  were  7  surgeons,  28 
assistant  surgeons,  13  acting  assistant  surgeons,  5  hospital  stewards,  5 
line  oflftcers,  35  civil  practitioners,  and  7  other  civilians. 

Thirty-six  thousand  and  twenty-one  visitors  registered  at  the  Army 
Medical  Museum  during  the  year.  One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  neg- 
atives and  1,856  photograpic  prints  of  surgical  subjects  were  made. 
Six  hundred  and  twenty-six  photographic  prints  were  distributed  amonff 
medical  colleges  and  contributors  to  the  Army  Medical  Museum  and 
Library. 

MEDIC  AX  AND  SURGICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  WAR. 

Diuing  the  fiscal  year  the  work  on  the  second  medical  volume  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  steadily  progressed  under  the 
direction  of  Surgeon  J.  J.  Woodward,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work, 
and  the  stereotn)e  plates  of  the  text  were  completed  during  the  month 
of  March,  1879.  Copious  indexes  were  subsequently  prepared,  and  the 
work  ha\ing  been  put  to  press,  both  the  issues  authorized  by  the  law 
have  been  printed,  and  will  be  laid  before  Congress  so  soon  as  it  assem- 
bles. This  volume  completes  Part  II  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  His- 
tory of  the  War. 

The  medical  and  surgical  volumes  of  Part  III,  which  will  complete  the 
whole  work,  are  both  under  way.  The  final  arrangement  for  the  printer 
of  the  fnaterials  for  the  third  medical  volume  has  been  commenc^,  and 
most  of  the  illustrations  required  are  already  prepared.  The  work  on 
the  third  surgical  volume  is  stiU  further  advanced,  under  the  direction 
of  Assistant  Surgeon  George  A.  Otis,  XJ.  S.  A,  During  the  year  the 
stereotyping  of  100  pages,  from  page  101  to  page  200  (induslYe),  has 
been  completed,  and  105  drawings  on  wood  and  101  wood  engravings 
have  been  made  for  this  volume. 

PROPERTY  DIVISION. 

The  following  is  a  summary  statement  of  the  work  performed  in  the 
Property  Division  of  this  office  during  the  fiscal  vear  ending  Jane  30, 
1879 : 

Letters  received  and  recorded 4,219 

Letters  sent  and  reconled 8,071 

Indorsements  sent  and  recorded •  494 

Claims  and  accounts  examined,  settled,  forwarded,  or  referred 686 

Accounts  current  examined  and  forwarded  to  the  Treasury •••.  89 

Vouchers  and  subvouchers  pertaining  to  accounts  current  examined ••••  8,418 

Statements  of  funils  received  and  forwarded ••..  S78 

Accounts  of  sales  of  condemned  property,  with  vouchers,  settled  and  forwarded.  81 

Property  returns  examined  and  settled ••••••••  494 

Property  returns  examined  and  suspended 40 

Miscellaneous  notifications  and  certificates  issued •••••  1,430 

Aggregate 18,194 
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LIBRARY. 

About  3,000  volumes  and  3,500  pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the 
library  during  the  past  year,  making  the  total  number  about  49,000 
volumes,  and  53,500  pamphlets. 

The  first  part  of  the  Index  Catalogue  has  been  sent  to  press,  an  ap- 
propriation having  been  granted  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  for  print- 
ing the  first  two  volumes. 

MISGELLAKEOUS. 

The  requirements  of  the  Army  as  to  medical  officers  during  the  past 
year  have  been  as  follows : 

Namber  of  permanent  posts 151 

Number  of  temporary  poste  and  substations • 22 

Total 173 

Number  of  military  expeditions  in  the  field  during  the  year 32 

These  expeditions  required  the  services  of  41  medical  officers.  There 
were  also  60  medical  officers  reported  to  this  office  as  having  been  on 
duty  with  scouting  parties. 

The  Army  Medical  Examining  Board  convened  in  N'ew  York  City  on 
the  7th  of  I^ovember,  1877,  for  the  examination  of  assistant  surgeons 
for  promotion,  and  of  candidates  for  appointment  in  the  Medical  Corps 
of  the  Army,  has  been  continued  in  session  throughout  the  year.  Since 
rendering  my  last  report  six  candidates  for  appointment  have  been 
found  qualified  and  approved  by  the  board,  four  of  whom,  together 
with  the  two  who  had  been  approved,  but  whose  names  had  not  been 
submitted  for  appointment  at  date  of  my  last  report,  have  been  appointed 
and  commissioned  assistant  surgeons ;  the  names  of  two  have  not  yet 
been  submitted  for  appointment.  The  approved  candidate,  whose  con- 
firmation previously  failed  in  the  Senate,  has  been  confirmed  and  com- 
missioned assistant  surgeon. 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  work  thus  far  performed  by 
the  Army  Medical  Examining  Board : 

Number  of  assistant  surgeons  examined  for  promotion 25 

Number  of  candidates  for  appointment  in  the  Medical  Corps  invited  to  appear  for 

examination 130 

Number  of  candidates  found  qualified 13 

Number  of  candidates  rejected 27 

Number  of  candidates  who  withdrew  after  partial  examination 52 

Total  number  examined 92 

Number  of  candidates  who  failed  to  appear  for  examination 13 

Number  of  candidates  who  declined  to  appear  for  examination 8 

Number  of  candidates  remaining  to  be  examined 17 

Total  numberinvited  but  not  examined 38 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  there  existed  15  vacancies  in  the  Medi- 
cal Corps  in  the  grade  of  assistant  surgeon.  During  the  past  year  1 
surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  major,  has  been  retired ;  1  surgeon,  with  the 
rank  of  major,  and  1  assistant  surgeon,  have  died^  1  assistant  surgeon 
has  been  dismissed ;  2  assistant  surgeons  have  resigned,  and  7  api>bint- 
ments  of  assistant  surgeons  have  been  made;  leaving  at  the  present 
time  2  vacancies  in  the  grade  of  surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  major,  and 
12  in  the  grade  of  assistant  surgeon. 

The  deaths  occurring  among  medical  officers  since  my  last  report  are 
as  follows : 
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Maj.  Samuel  A.  Storrow,  surgeon,  died  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July 
12, 1879. 

Capt.  Jenkins  A.  Fitzgerald,  assistant  surgeon,  died  at  Columbia,  Pa., 
August  11, 1879. 

Brigadier-General  Clement  A.  Finley,  Surgeon-General  (retired),  died 
at  his  residence  in  West  Philadelphia,  September  8, 1879.  Groneral  Fin- 
ley  entered  the  Army  as  surgeon's  mate.  First  Infantry,  August  10, 1818, 
and  -was  appointed  assistant  surgeon  June  1,  1821,  surgeon,  Jmy  13, 
1832,  Surgeon-General,  May  15, 1861,  and  was  retired  April  14, 1862,  at 
his  own  request.  He  was  appointed  brigadier-general,  United  States 
Army,  by  brevet,  March  13, 1865,  for  "long  and  faithful  service  in  the 
Army.'' 

At  the  present  time  there  are  13  medical  officers  on  sick  leave  of  ab- 
sence, of  whom  8  have  bee»  found  incapacitated  for  active  service  and 
have  oeen  recommended  for  retirement  by  Army  retiring  boards;  6  are 
on  ordinary  leave  of  absence,  after  a  tour  of  duty  on  the  remote  fix)nt- 
ier ;  leaving  154  medical  officers  for  duty. 

J.  K.  BAKNES. 
Snrgeon- General  J  U.  8.  Army, 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 
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Wab  Depabtment, 
Patmasteb-Oenebal's  Office, 

Washington^  D.  C,  October  10, 1879. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  transactions 
of  the  Pay  Department  for  the  fisc^  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

I  append  tabular  statements  in  detail  showing  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  department  for  that  year,  concisely  stated  as  follows : 

RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNESO,  1879. 

Balance  in  hands  of  paymasters,  July  1, 1678 $1,528,739  78 

Amount  received  from  Treasury 12,830,738  88 

Amount  of  Maj.  G.  G.  Hunt,  late  disbursing  officer  Freedman's  Bureau.        101, 708  37 

Amount  of  soldiers'  deposits 370,770  38 

Ai^ount  of  paymasters^  collections 486,238  67 

Total  to  be  accounted  for 15,318,196  08 

Accounted  for  as  follows: 

Disbursements : 

To  Regular  Armv $12,000,250  94 

To  MiStary  Academy 206,872  79 

To  volunteers,  claims  of  freedmen,  &c.,  on  Treas- 
ury certificates 325,728  68 

Total  disbursements 12,532,852  41 

Surplus  funds  deposited  in  Treasury 439, 799  94 

Paymasters'  collections  deposited  in  Treasury 486, 238  67 

Balance  in  hands  of  paymasters  June  30, 1879,  to  be 

accounted  for  in  next  report 1,859,305  06 

Total  accounted  for 15,318,196  08 

I  have  again  to  recommend  legislation  to  rescind  so  much  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  July  24, 1876,  as  forbids  payment  of  mileage  for  travel 
"  on  any  railroad  on  which  troops  of  the  United  States  are  entitled  to 
be  transported  free  of  charge.''  I  would  respecfePally  submit  that  an 
officer  traveling  without  troops  is  not  in  any  position  to  execute  or  carry 
out  any  policy  towards  these  railroads.  This  can  only  be  efficiently 
done  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  in  providing  for  the  trans- 
portation of  troops.  Mileage  is  a  substitute  for  payment  of  actual 
expenses  to  an  officer  traveling,  without  troops,  under  orders.  The 
latter  system  reimbursed  to  an  officer  more  than  the  bare  railroad  or 
stage  fare,  and  gave  him,  under  certain  limitations,  repayment  of  hotel 
expenses.  Thus  when  mileage  is  denied  to  officers  traveling  over  cer- 
tain roads,  more  is  accomplished,  by  this  mulcting  of  the  officer,  than 
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to  cause  the  roads  "to  transport  the  troops  and  property  of  the  United 
States  free  of  all  cost,  charge  or  expense  to  the  United  States."  Also 
the  officer  to  make  use  of  the  privilege  of  free  transportation  over  such 
road  must  obtain  transportation  orders  in  advance  from  the  qnarter- 
master.  This  could  avail  him  if  his  travel  was. only  over  that  roadj 
but  in  purchasing  in  advance  through-tickets  over  long  routes  (having 
free  roads'  on  portions  of  the  line)  the  railroad  offices  w&l  allow  nothmg 
for  such  transportation  orders.  Thus  the  officer  in  practice  not  only 
forfeits  mileage  over  such  road,  but  cannot  really  avail  himself  of  free 
passage  over  it.  I  present  these  points  of  hardship,  notwithstanding 
the  reduction,  by  a  recent  decision  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  of  the 
number  of  such  roads  to  nine,  as  announced  in  General  Orders  Ko.  58, 
of  1879.  The  anomaly  remains  on  the  statute-book  and  should  be  re- 
pealed. 

In  renewing  my  recommendation  for  the  enactment  by  Congress  of 
the  annuity  saieme^  it  is  natural  to  recur  to  the  number  of  officers  who 
have  been  killed  in  battle  with  the  Indians  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  and  to  the  language  of  your  annual  report  of  November  19, 
1877,  which  said  ^^the  deaths  of  officers  on  the  m>ntier  in  recent  cam- 
paigns against  the  hostile  Indians  bring  forcibly  before  us  the  necessity 
of  encouraging  and  enabling  officers,  by  their  own  regolar  and  volun- 
tary assessment,  to  provide  an  annuity  for  those  who  are  dependent 
upon  them  for  support.'' 

A  former  member  of  Congress  (not  a  member  of  the  present  Congress) 
once  said  to  me,  ^^  If  this  scheme  becomes  a  law,  on  the  eve  of  a  great  war 
a  large  number  of  officers  will  join,  which,  after  very  numerous  casualtieB 
in  battle,  will  bring  heavy  pajTuents  on  the  Treasury."  I  replied,  "The 
more  the  better.  That  is  just  what  we  would  wish.  For,  1st,  the 
larger  the  number  who  join,  the  more  sui^ely  the  statistics  will,  in  the 
long  run,  be  made  good,  and  the  government  be  secure  from  loss;  and, 
2d,  it  is  for  a  state  of  war  we  ejspecially  recommend  this  scheme,  when 
the  widow  and  the  orphans  would  have  been,  to  some  extent,  provided 
for  by  the  forethought  of  the  officer.'' 

Major-General  Hancock  in  a  report  of  October  19^  1876,  strongly  ad- 
vocates the  annuity  scheme,  and  quotes  the  very  pertment  recommenda- 
tions of  Lewis  Cass,  when  Secretary  of  \Yar,  in  his  annual  report  of 
November  21),  1833,  and  of  Joel  E.  Poinsett  in  1837.    The  former  said: 

A  moderate  and  stated  dednctiou  from  the  pay  of  each  officer  would  create  a  fund 
whicli  would  atford  essential  relief  to  many  who  otherwise  would  be  exposed  to  want 
and  penury,  and  might  soothe  the  declining  years  of  meritorious  officers,  who  may 
have  necessarily  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  theii*  families  the  whole  allowance) 
made  to  them  l>y  law,  and  who,  without  such  an  arrangement,  would  look  forward 
with  anxiety  to  the  future. 

Mr.  Poinsett  said : 

I  heg  leave  to  reiterate  that  which  pro]>()ses  some  legal  organization  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  fund  for  the  support  of  invalid  officers,  and  the  widow  and  childreu 
of  such  of  them  as  may  die  in  the  service.  This  may  be  done  by  making  a  moderate 
reduction  from  their  pay  to  su«*h  an  amount  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  officers  themselves. 

There  appears  to  be  a  large  number  of  the  most  experienced  officers  in 
favor  of  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  sergeant-majors  and  quartermas- 
ter-sergeants of  regiineuts,  and  of  first  sergeants  of -companies.  In  my 
annual  report  of  October,  187G,  I  concurred  in  recommending  such  in- 
crease, proposed  in  a  bill,  11. 11,  293G,  of  that  Congress.  Since  that  date, 
experienced  colonels,  such  as  Col.  H.  J.  Hunt,  of  Fifth  Artillery,  and 
Col.  O.  B.  Willcox,  of  Twelfth  Infantry,  have  made  such  recommenda- 
tions.   The  latter  goes  so  far  as  to  urge  $50  i)er  month  for  sergeant- 
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majors  and  quartermaster-sergeants,  and  $45  per  month  to  first  ser- 
geants.* 

Colonel  Willcox  now  commands  the  Dei)artment  of  Arizona,  and  his 
case  forces  on  me  the  conviction  that  the  President  should,  by  legisla- 
tion, be  given  the  power  to  direct,  in  special  cases  whenever  he  thinks 
proper,  payment  of  an  officer  according  to  his  brevet  rank.  This  would 
be  particularly  proper  for  an  officer  commanding  a  department  or  an 
army  in  the  field.    The  law  now  forbids  any  payment  for  brevet  rank. 

The  legislation  of  1869  concerning  brevets  is  very  wise,  and  should 
have  been  adopted  a  half  century  ago.  It  limits  the  power  to  confer 
commissions  by  brevet  to  "  time  of  war  and  for  distinguished  conduct 
and  public  service  in  presence  of  the  enemy  " ;  and  the  special  assign- 
ment by  the  President  is  necessary  to  entitle  an  officer  to  command  under 
«aid  brevet.  All  governments  should  have  the  power  to  reward  and 
stimulate  distinguished  conduct  in  the  field,  and  if,  on  special  occasions, 
the  brevet  shall  also  bring  pay,  the  honor  conferred  would  be  the  more 
signal  and  substantial. 

The  number  of  deposits  made  by  enlisted  men,  under  the  act  of  May 
15,  1872  (sec.  1305,  E.  S.),  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  6,807,  amount- 
ing to  8370,770.38 ;  during  the  previous  year  the  number  was  5,524. 
This  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number,  but  the  average  of  the 
amount  of  each  deposit  is  less. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  amount  deposited  and  amount 
repaid  during  the  last  seven  fiscal  years : 


*-*      1 


Fiacal 
Fi.scal 
Fiscal 
Fiscal 
Fiscal 
Fiscal 
Fiscal 


year  ending  June  30, 1873 |  2, 217 

year  ending  June  30, 1874 ;  4, 971 

vear  ending  June  30, 1875 5, 105 

yejir  ending  June  30, 1876 *14, 252 

year  ending  June  30, 1877 1  5,  651 

vear  ending  June  30, 1871 |  5, 524 

vear  ending  June  30, 1879 6, 807 


Totals 44,527 


DEPOSITED. 

Amount   of 

n 

deposits. 

$94  65 

$209, 850  38 

346,  609  56 

69  72 

325,  255  80 

63  71 

435,  912  68 

30  58 

328,  585  05 

58  15 

346,  243  94 

62  68 

370,  770  38 

54  47 

2,  363, 227  79 

53  74  1 

1 

Cm    OB 


52 
611 
3,880 
7,406 
8,440 
3,182 
4.926 


REPAID. 


Amount  of 
deposits  re- 
paid. 


$6, 688  59 
55,  316  25 
292,668  94 
326,  856  01 
358,  559  95 
145, 667  91 
257, 854  48 


o  « 

ill 

<1 


28, 497  ,  1, 443, 612  13 


$71  00 
1, 695  15 
13,289  84 
15,  509  44 
20, 466  93 
8, 420  24 
17,  706  93 


77, 159  53 


'  This  large  number  of  deposits  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  was  exceptional,  and  due  to 
the  uou-appropnation  for  half  of  June  in  that  j'ear. 

The  number  of  desertions  in  the  Army  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was 
l.OO."} ;  in  the  previous  year  1,672.  This  increase  we  will  hope  is  tem- 
porary. The  number  in  the  cavalry  was  662  against  776  during  the 
l>re\ious  year ;  the  number  in  the  infantry  was  937  against  608  in  the 
previous  year,  showing  an  unaccountable  increase  of  the  number  of  de- 
sertions in  that  branch  of  the  service. 

BOUNTIES,   ETC.,  DUE   COLORED  SOLDIERS. 

The  second  section  of  the  sundry  civil  appropriation  act  of  March  3, 
1879  (published  in  General  Orders  Xo.  42,  of  1879),  provided— 

That  all  sums  due  upon  certificates  issued  or  which  may  be  issued  by  the  account- 
uvr  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  settlement  of  claims  for  pay,  bounty,  prize-money,  or 

"  Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  W.  Merritt,  colonel  of  Fifth  Cavalry,  in  October  number  of  the 
United  Service  Magazine j  recommends  ''seventy-five  doUars  a  month  for  non-commis- 
sioned staft'  officei-s  and  first  sergeants  of  companies,"  and  duty  sergeants  from  forty 
to  fifty  dollars  a  month. 

'  27  w 
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other  moneys  due  to  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines,  or  tlieir  legal  representatives, 
shall  he  paid  hy  the  officers  of  the  Pay  Dei»artmeut  of  the  Army,  nnder  the  direction 
of  tlie  Paymaster-General,  ^vho  is  already  charged  with  the  })ayment  of  like  dues  to 
wliite  soldiers. 

By  the  act  of  June  10, 1872  (Statutes,  1 7,  p.  300),  the  Bureau  of  Refu- 
gees, Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands  was  discontinued  fix)m  the  30th 
June,  1872,  and  "  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  pertaining  to  the  collection  and 
payment  of  bounties  or  other  moneys  due  to  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  or 
marines,  or  their  heirs,"  were  thereafter  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  Under  this  act,  said  duty,  by  the  direction  of  the"  War 
Department,  was  devolved  upon  what  was  called  "the  Freedman's 
Branch  of  the  Adjutant-General's  Office." 

Under  the  act  of  March  3, 1879, 1  designated,  under  instructions  to 
him  dated  March  8, 1879,  Maj.  A.  B.  Carey,  paymaster,  to  take  charge 
of  said  duties  in  this  department.  He  had  already  for  some  time  been 
charged  with  the  payment  of  like  dues  to  white  soldiers  paid  on  Treasury 
certificates.  The  records,  papers,  &c.,  were  transferred  by  May  5, 1879, 
to  Major  Carey,  by  !Maj.  G.  G.  Hunt,  chief  disbursing  officer  Freedman's 
Branch  of  Adjutant-General's  Office,  and  §100,708.37,  fimds  for  payment 
of  said  claims. 

I  apjiend  to  this  report  a  letter  from  Major  Carey  of  27th  ultimo 
(marked  Appendix  A),  setting  forth  the  operations  of  his  office  under  the 
act  of  ]\Iarch  3, 1879. 

The' great  object  sought  has  been  the  i)ajTnent  of  the  moneys  due  (not 
a  mere  check)  to  the  identical  coloi-ed  soldier  or  his  heirs,  for  experience 
had  shown  that  they  were  peculiarly  liable  to  imposition  and  fraud. 
Hence  the  original  legislation  on  this  subject  (vol.  15,  p.  26j  of  Statutes) 
in  the  joint  resolution  of  Mai'ch  29,  1867.  All  the  precautions  enjoined 
in  that  act  are  still  in  force;  and  the  recent  act  of  March  3, 1879,  recog- 
nizes the  method  of  "postage  and  i)Ost-office  money-orders,"  which  had 
been  i)re\iously  practiced  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The 
Post-Office  Department  has  carefully  and  efficiently  co-operated  with 
this  office  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

BENJ.  ALVORD, 
Paymaster- General^  U.  8.  A. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Secretaey  of  War. 


APPENDIX  A. 


War  Department, 
Paymaster-General's  Office  (Bounty  Division), 

Washingtorty  D.  C,  September  27,  1879. 


Sir:  In  comi)liance  with  yoiir  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followlDg 
relative  to  the  jiayment  of  claims  for  bounty,  arrears  of  pay,  &c.,  due  colored  soldiers, 


claims  for  pay,  bounty,  prize-money,  &c.,  upon  tlie  Pay  Department  of  the  Army,  and, 
as  soon  as  ])racticable  after  the  ])assage  of  the  act,  the  Freedman's  Branch,  Ac^atant- 


General's  Office,  commenced  the  transfer  of  such  records,  pa^>ers,  &c.,  as  were  neccft- 
sary  to  continue  payments,  tojjether  with  all  funds  and  anx>aid  claims.  The  number 
f>r  unpaid  claims  received  to  May  5,  the  date  of  last  transfer,  was  as  follows: 

For  "juiy,  bounty,  &c.,  due  colored  soldiers'' 724 

For  "pay,  bounty,  an<l  prize-inoney  due  eolored  sailors'' 244 

For  "eoninnituTJou  of  rations  tnur  /-olori  d  •^oMi^rs" 9 
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A  total  of  997.  for  the  payment  of  which  the  snin  of  $101,708.37  was  received  by  me 
from  Mi^.  G.  G.  Hnnt,  cmef  disbursing  officer,  Freedman's  Branch,  Adjntant-General's 
Office. 

The  nnmber  of  claims  paid  to  June  30  (including  those  in  which  funds  were  returned 
to  the  Treasuiv)  was  54.  amounting  to  $4,951.59,  leaving  923  xmpaid  claims  in  my  hands 
on  July  1,  1879,  amounting  to  $96,756.78. 

There  was  appropriated  oy  Congress  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of 
the  payment  of  these  claims  to  June  30, 1879,  $4,000,  of  which  $1,818.40  was  disbursed 
and  $2,181.60  returned  to  the  Treasury. 

Of  the  claims  received  from  the  Freedman's  Branch  of  the  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
there  have  been  paid  from  July  1  to  August  31, 1879  (including  those  in  which  funds 
were  returned  to  the  Treasurv),  104,  amounting  to  $9,162.20,  leaving  819  unpaid  claims 
of  this  class  in  my  hands  and  $87,594.58. 

Of  the  $50,000  appropriated  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1879  (under  head  of  "Pay  of  two 
and  three  years'  volunteers,  reappropriated").  for  the  payment  of  colored  claims  issued 
after  the  passage  of  that  act,  and  prior  to  July  1,  1880,  eleven  (11)  claims,  amounting 
to  $794.14,  have  been  paid  to  August  31,  1879,  leaving  $49,205.86  available. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-four  colored  claims  (appropriated  for  by  the  act  of  March 
3, 1879,  scheduled  in  Executive  Document  No.  30,  Forty-nfth  Congress,  second  session), 
received  from  the  Second  Auditor,  have  been  paid  nrom  July  1  to  August  31, 1879, 
amounting  to  $14,086.57. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1880,  there  is  appropriated  by  the  act  of  March 
3,  1879,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  payments  of  colored 
claims,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  sufficient. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  CABEY. 
Paymaster  J  United  States  Army, 

Brig.  Gen.  Benj.  Alvord, 

Paymaster-General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UNITED  STATES  MILITAET  ACADEMY. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  VISITORS  OF  THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY  AT  WEST 

POINT  FOR  1879. 


Sm :  The  Board  of  Visitors  appointed  to  examine  the  Military  Acad- 
emy for  the  year  1879  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  their  report : 

The  board  was  organized  on  the  3d  of  Juneby  the  election  of  Noali 
Porter,  president;  Dorman  B.  Eaton,  vice-president;  and  Henry  L. 
Abbot,  secretary. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  president  to  serve 
upon  the  committees  ordered  by  the  board,  the  president  being  ex  officio 
a  member  of  each: 

1.  On  Jniildings  and  grounds^  including  barracks^  mesSj  lighting^  and  hos- 
pital supplies :  General  H.  L.  Abbot,  Hon.  E.  Hale,  Hon.  D.  B.  Eaton, 
Hon.  W.  Windom. 

2.  On  fiscal  affairs,  including  accounts j  expenditures^  a/nd  needful  appro- 
priations: Hon.  J.  H.  Blount,  Hon.  J.  B.  Gordon,  Hon.  E.  Hale,  Hon. 

W.  Windom. 

3.  On  govemmenty  including  organization,  police^  disctplincy  and  drill: 
Hon.  J.  B.  Gordon,  E.  H.  Anderson,  esq.,  Kev.  W.  K.  Hall. 

4.  Educationj  including  qualifi>cations  for  a^missiony  course  of  study, 
methods  of  instruction  and  examination,  text-books  and  apparatus :  Hon. 
D,  B:  Eaton,  General  H.  L.  Abbot,  Eev.  W.  K.  Hall,  G.  W.  Jones,  esq., 
Hon.  B.  M.  McLane,  and  C.  P.  Buckingham,  esq. 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  board  were  in  attendance  during 
the  examination  of  the  first  class,  and  several  remained  till  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  examinations  of  the  remaining  classes.  The  several  com- 
mittees visited  the  offices,  buildings,  and  grounds,  and  carefully  in- 
spected their  condition,  examined  the  books  of  account  and  the  methods 
of  keeping  the  same,  conferred  freely  with  the  superintendent,  the  com- 
mandant, and  the  other  members  of  the  academic  board  in  respect  to 
every  subject  of  inquiry  which  was  proposed,  and  attended  with  great 
interest  at  the  military  exercises,  which  are  an  instructive  and  exciting 
feature  of  the  yearly  examination.  They  were  treated  with  courteous 
attention  by  all  the  officers  of  the  post.  Every  part  of  the  institution 
was  fireely  open  to  their  inspection.  Their  questions  were  answered 
with  entire  frankness.  Those  features  in  the  organization  and  conduct 
of  the  institution  which  suggested  any  criticism  or  inquiry  were  freely 
discussed  and  explained  and  the  special  difficulties  which  are  incident 
to  the  management  of  a  system  of  military  education  by  the  National 
Government  were  not  disguised.  The  board  encountered  no  incon- 
veniences or  difficulties  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  except  such  as 
were  occasioned  by  the  want  of  familiarity  on  the  part  of  many  of  the 
members  with  the  interior  workings  of  the  institution  and  with  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  themselves  as  Visitors.    They  were  somewhat 
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embarrassed  by  the  want  of  certain  facilities  for  the  speedy  organiza- 
tion of  their  body  and  the  orderly  and  efficient  transaction  of  bosiness 
which  was  incident  to  their  residence  at  an  overcrowded  hotel  and  to 
the  strangeness  of  most  of  their  number  to  one  another,  to  the  duties 
which  were  expected  of  them,  and  to  the  methods  by  which  these  duties 
could  be  satisfactorily  discharged.  They  would  suggest  that  it  would 
conduce  to  the  convenience  of  future  Boards  of  Visitors  if  a  compilation 
of  the  laws  and  imi)ortant  facts  in  the  history  of  the  Academy  were 
prepared  as  a  guide  for  their  inquiries.  Such  a  board  ought  not  to  be 
obliged  to  search  volumes  of  pamphlets,  some  of  which  are  not  readily 
accessible,  in  order  to  gain  the  information  which  is  necessary  to  the 
discharge  of  its  functions.  At  best,  the  short  period  of  time  allotted  to 
its  sessions  is  severely  taxed  by  the  novelty  of  the  subjects  which  its 
members  are  called  to  consider.  These  difficulties  have  been  encoun- 
tered by  the  Board  of  Visitors  in  previous  years,  and  firom  time  to  time 
have  been  somewhat  freely  discussed.  The  question  was  more  than 
once  raised  during  our  conferences  whether  the  reappointment  for  one 
or  two  years  of  one  or  two  members  of  a  previous  boani  would  not  fiekal- 
itate  the  transaction  of  business  and  give  greater  weight  and  effldenpy 
to  the  recommendations  that  are  made.  The  Military  Academy  cannot 
expect  and  ought  not  to  desire  to  be  withdrawn  from  public  scrutiny. 
At  a  time  when  all  established  institutions  and  systems  of  education 
are  severely  criticised,  a  system  so  old  and  peculiar  as  that  of  this 
Academy  must  encounter  constant  and  often  unfriendly  animadver- 
sion. It  will  be  challenged  at  every  turn,  and  must  be  prepared  to  give 
an  answer  to  every  questioner,  whether  he  be  iriendly  or  hostile.  In 
such  a  condition  of  public  feeUug  it  may  sometimes  be  difficult  to  decide 
whether  superficial  and  ignorant  criticism  or  indiscriminate  laudation 
will  do  the  greater  injury.  Any  special  occasion  of  jealousy  towards  it, 
whether  political  or  militar^^,  cannot  be  entirely  disregarded.  In  this 
condition  of  opinion  it  may  not  only  be  desirable  but  imperatively  nec- 
essary that  its  theory  of  education  sliould  be  thoroughly  canvassed  by 
the  intelligent  friends  of  education,  that  its  merits  should  be  vindicated, 
and  its  defects  should  be  freely  confessed  and  exposed,  and  so  far  as  is 
practicable  be  speedily  remedied.  It  is  in  this  spirit  tnat  we  have  con- 
ducted our  examinations  and  made  our  inquiries,  and  as  the  result  we 
submit  the  follo\\ing  statements  and  suggestions : 

1.  Buihlings  and  grounds^  inchiding  harraclcSj  mess^  lighting^  and  hospital 
supplies. 

We  find  that  the  cadet  barracks  are,  in  general,  well  fitted  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  designed,  but  are  insumcient  to  accommo- 
date the  corps.  Several  of  the  rooms  are  necessarily  assigned  to  assist- 
ant instructors  in  tactics.  Other  ofticers  are  quartered  in  the  cadet  bar- 
racks by  reason  of  the  insufiiciency  of  quarters  for  them  elsewhere  at 
the  post.  Such  occupancy  has  been  allowed  lor  over  thirty  years.  The 
consequence  has  beiMi  that  for  many  years  three  cadets  have  been  crowded 
into  several  rooms  which  are  fitted  for  two  only.  To  provide  for  the 
maximum  number  of  cadets  likely  to  be  present  on  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber next  on(»  hundred  and  sixty  (160)  rooms  would  be  required,  were  two 
allotted  to  each.  The  number  of  rooms  at  present  available  is  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  (13G),  twenty-four  (24)  additional  being  imperatively 
needed.  The  board  would  urg(»ntly  n^present  that  although  a  few  of 
the  rooms  are  slightly  larger  than  the  others,  none  of  them  are  suffi- 
ciently ami)le  to  accommodate  three  inmates,  and  that  the  reasons  are 
manifold,  especially  in  view  of  the  arrangements  within  the  rooms  and 
also  of  the  peculiar  life  of  the  cadets,  why  no  more  than  two  persons 


UNITED    STATES   MILITARY   ACADEMY.  425 

should  be  placed  in  a  single  apartment.  The  barracks  were  completed 
twenty-eight  years  ago^  and  at  that  time  were  sufficiently  large ;  but  the 
classes  have  been  considerably  enlarged  by  the  increase  of  the  number 
of  Congressional  districts,  and  the  time  has  come  to  extend  the  wing 
according  to  the  original  plan.  We  recommend  that  this  be  done  imme- 
diately to  the  extent  of  at  least  two  subdivisions,  thus  adding  thirty- two 
(32)  rooms.  This  extension  should,  as  it  easily  may,  be  furnished  with 
additional  facilities  for  bathing  in  the  basement ;  the  present  accommo- 
dations, though  well  arranged,  not  being  sufficient  for  the  cadets,  espe- 
cially considering  their  pecuUar  life. 

The  barracks  are  warmed  by  steam  radiators  and  pipes  which  are  con- 
nected with  boilers  placed  in  a  separate  building  in  the  rear.  This  ar- 
rangement is  defective  in  that  it  makes  no  provision  for  ventilation 
such  as  might  easily  be  effected  by  the  introduction  of  fresh  and  freshly- 
warmed  air  from  without.  We  recommend  that  the  radiators  be  placed 
in  the  recesses  or  spaces  immediately  beneath  the  windows,  and  that  ar- 
rangements be  made  for  introducing  the  air  directly  upon  tnem  beneath 
a  se(5ond  casing  or  false  window-sill.  If  necessary  the  chiminey-flues 
may  be  fitted  with  pipes  for  steam  to  create  a  brisker  upward  current. 

These  barracks  are  lighted  by  gas,  which  is  insufficient  in  quantity 
for  this  and  the  other  needs  of  the  post.  Complaints  have  heretofore 
been  made  that  the  cadets  have  suffered  in  their  eyes  from  the  use  of  gas, 
and  although  the  burners  have  of  late  been  improved,  we  learn  that 
the  complaints  still  continue.  The  paper  subjoined  in  the  appendix, 
marked  A,  furnishes  aJl  needed  information  in  respect  to  the  supply  oi 
gas  and  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  gas-works.  The  committee 
would  submit  that  if  there  is  no  serious  objection  to  the  use  by  the  cadets 
of  student-lamps,  this  experiment  should  be  made  for  the  relief  and 
preservation  of  their  eyesight,  and  that  pending  the  experiment  the 
present  gas-works  should  be  kept  in  repair  to  supply  the  rest  of  the 
post. 

Many  of  the  rooms  in  the  barracks  require  repainting  and  whitewash- 
ing. Their  condition  is  at  present  far  from  being  satisfactory  in  these 
and  some  other  respects,  but  we  are  assured  it  will  be  improved  during 
the  present  summer  encampment. 

The  mess  arrangements  merit  unqualified  commendation.  The  build- 
ing is  well  arranged  and  the  table  is  furnished  with  plain  but  wholesome 
food.  In  accordance  with  a  law  of  Congress  passed  in  1876,  an  officer 
of  the  Army  was  specially  charged  with  the  supervision  of  this  impor- 
tant matter.  The  duty  was  devolved  upon  First  Lieut.  S.  M.  MiUs, 
Fifth  Artillery,  and  we  desire  to  express  our  commendation  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  work  has  been  performed.  Under  his  personal  super- 
^Tision  and  management  the  cost  has  been  reduced,  and  the  quality  and 
.'  variety  of  the  food,  and  the  manner  of  serving  it,  has  been  much  im- 
,*    proved. 

The  present  hospital  arrangements  exhibit  evidences  of  scrupulous 
care  apAa!«!c;i:tion.  For  the  ordinary  needs  of  the  cadets  the  accommo- 
i^^I>mis  are  suiilv-^.^nt,  though  not  of  the  first  class;  the  apartments 
being  neither  roomy  nor  airy  and  the  other  appliances  not  the  most  con- 
venient. The  new  hospital  building  is  so  far  advanced  that  its  plan 
cannot  be  essentially  modified.  Hence,  although  the  building  is  liable 
to  grave  objections  on  the  score  of  economy,  we  recommend  the  com- 
pletion of  that  portion  of  it  which  has  already  been  begun,  leaving  the 
ultimate  use  of  the  building  to  be  decided  hereafter. 

The  provisions  for  protecting  the  field  batteries  (which  are  used  in  the 
instruction  of  the  students)  against  the  weather  are  insufficient.    We 
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recommend  that  a  sum  not  exceeiling  $1,200  be  appropriated  for  the 
erection  of  sheds  for  this  puipose. 

The  grounds  of  the  post  are  generally  in  an  excellent  condition.  We 
recommend  that  the  most  liberal  appropriations  should  be  made  and  the 
most  unremitting  and  attentive  care  should  be  exacted  in  promoting  the 
growth  of  the  trees  by  furnishing  generous  nutriment  and  also  by  ca^ 
ting  away  any  growth  which  is  excessive  or  promotive  of  dampness,  also 
in  opening  any  thickets  or  undergrowth  which  might  serve  as  hiding- 
places  for  any  decaying  or  offensive  matter.  This  last  is  of  8i>eci^  im- 
portance in  its  relations  to  the  health  of  the  cadets  while  in  their  annual 
encampment. 

2.  Fiscal  affa\rs^includin<j  aceountH,  expenditureSj  and  needful  approprUk- 
tians. 

The  accounts  of  the  disbursing  officer  and  of  the  treasui-er  of  the 
corps  of  cadets  have  been  carefully  examined  by  the  committee  desig- 
nated for  this  duty,  who  report  that  they  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner. They  submit  an  abstract  furnished  by  the  disbursing  officer  *of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  June  10, 1879  (Ax>i>endix 
B).  This  contains  a  statement  of  tlie  amounts  appropriated  for  the  year 
under  several  heads  and  also  of  the  amounts  expended  imder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  superintendent.  Tliey  also  submit  a  statement  by  the  treas- 
urer of  the  cori)s  of  cadets  {Ap])endix  C)  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments on  account  of  the  same.  They  add  also  a  si>ecial  commiuiieatioii 
from  the  same  officer  (Api>endix  C),  explaining  the  so-called  cadets^ 
quartennastei^'s  fimd  and  the  cadet  subsistence  ftnid. 

3.  Oorernnienty  including  organization^  police^  discipline,  and  drill. 
The  boaixl  see  no  good  reasons  for  recommending  any  changes  in  the 

laws  and  regulations  which  govern  th(>  institution.  Their  wisdom  has 
been  tested  by  time  and  experience  and  the  necessities  of  the  military  pro- 
fession and  the  soldier's  life.  They  believe  also  that  the  traditions  of  the 
Academy,  or  its  unwritten  law,  sustain  and  enforce  the  virtues  of  tratb 
and  honor  with  an  energy  and  impartiality'  which  deserve  the  highest 
commendation.  They  regret  to  be  obliged  to  add  that  the  virtue  of 
courtesy  toward  the  stranger  and  the  unprotected,  which  has  been  gen- 
erally accepted  as  emphatically  soldierlike,  is  now  and  then  grossly  dia- 
honored  in  the  treatment  of  members  of  the  newly-admitted  classes. 
They  are  happy  to  And  evidence  that  the  present  superintendent  has 
sought  to  tem]>er  his  military  authority  by  a  wise  discretion  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  discipline,  in  such  a  way  as  to  soften  the  rigors  without 
weakening  the  force  of  military  rule.  They  find  evidence  that  he  is 
sustained  in  this  wise  iwlicy  by  the  members  of  the  academic  board  and 
believe  that  during  the  seventy  years  of  the  history  of  the  institution 
there  wji.s  never  a  time  where  its  discipline  was  more  wisely  adminis- 
tered  and  the  spirit  and  aims  of  the  officers  and  cadets  were  desening 
of  higher  commendation.  At  the  same  time  they  desire  to  reaflbrm  a 
tnitli,  whicli  is  easily  overlooked  in  any  educational  institution,  perhaps 
most  easily  in  an  institution  under  military  law — that  the  personal  in- 
fluence of  the  men  w^ho  administer  its  instniction  and  discipline  are  of 
greater  consequence  than  its  regulations  and  its  penalties. 

There  is  one  point  in  the  exercise  of  discipline  which  needs  to  be 
carefully  guarded  and  that  is  the  authority  of  the  academic  board.  So 
far  as  the  authority  or  influence  of  tliis  boaixi  is  related  to  the  instruc- 
tion and  examination  of  the  cailets  or  the  deteiinination  of  their  rank 
and  place  in  the  cori)s,  its  decisions  should,  in  all  cases,  be  final,  it  be- 
ing luiderstood  as  a  matter  of  course  tliat  the  sui>erintendent  concors 
in  the  same.    Whatever  diact^t\o\i  ^^>'  ^w\>^Yvs$t,j  wrii^wt  la^tarY  officer 
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may  find  occa.sion  to  exercise,  tlie  mitigation  or  reversal  of  any  of  the 
decisions  of  the  teaching  cori)s  which  concern  the  intellectual  perform- 
ances of  their  pupils,  or  theii*  rank  or  status  as  determined  by  the  same, 
can  oidy  weaken  the  rightful  authority  of  those  who  in  such  cases  may 
be  presumed  to  be  the  only  competent  and  impartial  judges.  Even  the 
recognition  of  the  possibility  of  the  inteference  of  any  higher  authority 
can  only  be  disastrous.  Uncontrolled  academic  freedom  of  teaching 
and  untrammeled  academic  authority  in  examination  are  the  necessary 
conditions  of  academic  success.  The  responsibility  of  the  instructor  to 
his  military  superior,  and  of  the  cadet  to  his  instructor  as  an  officer, 
should  in  our  opinion  never  be  interpreted  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere 
with  the  free  and  unchallenged  exercise  of  those  functions  which  are 
essential  to  the  enforcement  of  intellectual  discipline. 

The  perfection  of  the  drill  of  the  students  at  their  daily  parades  and 
in  their  various  military  exercises  deserves  the  highest  praise.  It  is 
the  most  satisfa^itory  evidence  of  the  necessity  and  the  value  of  the 
severity  and  constancy  of  the  discii)line  to  which  the  cadets  are  sub- 
jected from  which  there  can  be  no  exemption  to  any  one  who  proposes 
to  himself  the  career  of  an  officer. 

4.  Education^  including  the  course  of  study^  methods  of  instrucHoUj 
textbooks  and  apparatus,  and  qualifications  for  admission. 

The  course  of  study  is  such  as  is  generally  recognized  to  be  essential  to  a 
military  education,  and  in  its  predomumting  features  remains  the  same  as 
that  adopted  at  the  foundation  of  the  school.  The  mathematics,  pure 
and  ai)plied,  being  the  necessary  foundation  for  engineering  and  gunnery, 
constitute  the  introduction  and  the  staple  of  the  cuniculum.  Engineer- 
ing and  gunnery  are  the  special  military  applications  of  the  same ;  and 
drawing,  a  necessary  condition  of  every  mUitary  science  and  art.  Phy- 
sics, molecular  and  molar,  with  astronomy,  are  so  eminently  mathemati- 
cal as  to  seem  essential  to  the  finished  mathematician,  and  without 
these  sciences  the  material  universe  cannot  be  scientifically  understood. 
As  chemistry  was  gradually  developed,  its  subtle  mathematical  rela- 
tions, together  with  its  concern  with  the  materials  used  in  ordnance, 
opened  for  it  an  important  place  in  the  course  of  study.  The  French 
language,  being  at  once  pre-eminently  the  language  of  military  and 
mathematical  science  and  the  passport  to  European  society,  was  nat- 
urally selected  as  the  one  language  which  was  essential  to  the  accom- 
plished officer.  When  the  relations  of  the  nation  to  the  Spanish  speaking 
peoples  were  actually  or  prospectively  important  the  Spanish  language 
was  added.  More  or  less  provision  was  made  at  a  very  early  i>eriod 
for  instruction  in  ethics,  history  with  military  and  international  law, 
but  never  in  any  such  proportion  as  the  importance  of  eaeh  required 
till  tlie  somewhat  recent  expansion  of  the  department  of  law.  Chem- 
istry brought  in  mineralogy  and  geology  through  the  somewhat  acci- 
dental, and  yet  not  unnatural,  conjunction  of  these  departments  which 
prevailed  in  the  colleges,  but  geology  did  not  bring  any  branch  of 
natural  history  except  mineralogy,  while  physiology,  both  vegetable 
and  animal,  were  overlooked.  The  apparently  accidental  omission  of 
these  and  other  branches  of  modern  science,  and  the  designed  omission 
of  history,  literature,  and  philosophy,  are  explained  by  the  considera- 
tion that  the  course  of  study  was  designed  to  be  in  the  main  profes- 
sional as  contrasted  with  one  that  shoidd  be  liberal;  in  other  words,  its 
original  design  was  to  train  young  men  to  be  efficient  and  accomplished 
officers  within  a  limited  time,  many  of  whom  had  received  a  very 
limited  elementary  education.  Those  who  criticise  or  desire  to  alter  it 
should  consider  the  material  which  the  instructors  receive  and  the  time 
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allowed  for  molding  it  before  they  condemn  its  methods  or  their  re- 
sults. They  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  it  must  do  more  than  tnin 
the  intellect,  and  that  its  drill  an<l  manifold  exercises  are  more  thas 
mere  physicid  gjnunastics,  such  as  might  be  required  for  health  or  en- 
joyed as  pastime,  but  that  they  involve  fatigue,  exposure,  and  the  waste 
of  a  reserve  of  nervous  energy  which  might  otherwise  be  expended  is 
intellectual  activities.  Most  of  all  they  should  remember  that  the  pa- 
pils  who  are  received  arc  required  to  be  nuisters  only  of  the  merest  A- 
ments  of  a  so-called  English  education,  and  need  not  necessarily  hare 
been  subjecte<l  to  any  considerable  intellectual  discipline. 

As  a  professional  s(;hool,  it  must  have  a  fixed  and  an  enforced  cnnte* 
nlum.  Whatever  changes  might  be  advantageously  made  in  the  stndia 
pursued  or  in  the  time  allotted  to  each,  it  is  self-evident  that  every 
officer  in  the  service  needs  to  master  all  the  studies  which  any  cnnte- 
ulum  can  find  room  for,  and  that  the  genius  of  military  life  would  n- 
quire  that  he  should  be  constantly  measui'ed  with  his  fellows.  What- 
ever advantage  any  student  might  derive  from  his  previous  studies  or 
from  his  earlier  discipline,  would  nationally  appear  in  the  easier  and 
more  thorough  mastery  of  his  ai)i)ointed  work,  or  in  the  prosecatiaD'Of 
additional  reading  and  study.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  because  the 
Academy  is  necessarily  a  professional  or  technical  school,  that  it  does 
not  also  impart  a  very  effective  intellectual  discipline^  No  inteUige&t 
man  can  doubt  that  it  does  who  has  observed  the  average  cadet  as  he 
enters  and  as  he  leaves  the  Academy.  While  all  this  is  true,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion which  in  the  judgment  of  the  board  deserves  serious  consideration, 
wliether  the  course  of  study  might  not  be  essentially  improved  in  the 
proportions  allotted  to  the  branches  now  i)ursueil,  and  by  the  introdoo- 
tion  of  other  studies.  They  would  suggest  that  the  German  language 
be  substituted  for  the  Si)anish  as  being  one  of  the  foremost  languages 
of  science  in  all  its  branches,  the  military  included,  and  as  flirnishing 
an  excellent  discii)line  for  understanding  and  writing  English  with  in- 
telligent judgment.  It  wcmld  seem  as  though  botany,  zoology,  and 
physiology,  both  animal  and  vegetable,  were  as  instructive  and  as  usefiil 
for  the  ofiicer  as  niineni  logy,  and  have  almost  as  near  a  relation  to  geology; 
while  it  is  essential  that  the  i)rominent  fact^  and  the  most  important  lessons 
of  history  should  be  wrought  most  thoroughly  into  the  memory  of  every 
ofliccir.  We  hail  with  great  satisfaction  the  indications  that  general  and 
military  jurisprudiMice  are  recognized  as  necessary  to  the  education  of 
every  graduate,  and  w(»  trust  that  a  special  chair  will  very  soon  be  per- 
manently assigned  to  this  department,  to  which  the  constitutional  his- 
tory of  tlie  United  States  might  very  lu-operly  be  attache<I.  We  are 
constrained  to  add  that  although  the  severe  mathematical  discipline  of 
the  curriculum,  in  a  certain  sense,  is  also  a  disciphne  in  logic,  yet  if  it 
were  possihU'  to  find  a  places  for  a  thorough  study  of  induction  and  de- 
dncti<»n,  with  an  ample  praxis  of  the  analysis  and  criticism  of  arguments, 
it  would  niak(»  the  cadets  better  reasoners  and  writers;  and  if  intro- 
duced before  the  middle  of  the  course,  might  facilitate  their  progress  in 
both  scientific  and  liberal  studies  in  the  later  years. 

The  arrangenuMits  for  instruction  are  in  many  respects  admirable. 
The  division  of  the  classes  into  small  sections,  including  as  they  do 
never  more  than  twelve  pupils,  each  of  which  is  assigned  to  a  recent 
graduate  as  an  assistant  to  tli<'  professor  in  charge  of  the  department, 
th«»  sui>ervision  and  (M)nstant  visitation  of  each  secti«m  by  the  professor 
himself,  with  liberty  at  any  time  to  take  th(^  work  of  instruction  out  of 
the  han<ls  of  his  subordinate,  tlu^  ample  time  allotted  to  each  exercise, 
together  with  tlu»  careful  work  requinMl  of  every  man  and  the  weekly 
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publication  of  his  relative  staiidiugf,  the  gradation  of  the  sections  as 
>iigher  and  lower,  and  the  constant  shifting  of  the  cadets  from  one  to  the 
other,  all  these  arrangements,  when  constantly  re-enforced  by  the  fact 
that  the  cadet  is  an  enlisted  and  paid  employe  of  the  nation  which  is  edu- 
cating him  for  its  service,  combine  to  make  the  intellectual  discipline 
as  efficient  as  can  easily  be  imagined.  The  methods  of  recitation  and 
examination  correspond.  Coustiint  use  is  made  of  the  blackboard,  on 
which  the  student  is  required  to  tabtdute  in  writing  the  heads  of  his 
work,  and  to  illustrate  it  by  the  needed  drawings  and  diagrams.  The 
military  bearing  of  the  pupil,  the  alert  and  attentive  attitude  which  is 
insisted  on,  the  complete  mastery  of  the  topic  which  is  waited  for,  the 
absolute  self-reliance  which  is  expected,  are  all  that  could  be  desired. 
It  should  be  added  that  the  exaction  of  a  clear  and  complete  exposition 
of  any  topic  which  is  discussed,  itself  involves  a  rigid  logical  and  rhe- 
torical training  such  as  compensates  to  a  good  degree  for  formal  in- 
struction in  the  construction  of  sentences,  the  selection  of  words  and  the 
arrangement  of  thoughts,  and  explains  why  with  so  little  formal  rhetor- 
ical instruction,  the  graduates  of  the  Academy  so  frequently  exhibit  the 
best  qualities  of  a  good  English  style. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  advantages  it  may  reasonably  be  questioned 
whether  this  rigid  uniformity  is  not  canied  too  far,  and  whether  a 
gieater  variety  in  the  methods  and  the  subject-matter  of  instruction  would 
not  relieve  the  course  from  a  wearisome  monotony,  and  impart  a  higher 
interest  in  their  work  to  both  instructors  and  pupils — whether  a  greater 
vafiety  in  the  subjects  taught  and  in  the  manner  of  teaching  would  not 
make  the  system  more  elastic,  more  exciting,  and  more  efficient,  and  at 
the  same  time  impart  still  greater  effectiveness  to  its  discipline.  We  see 
no  reason  why  instruction  on  a  very  great  variety  of  topics  should  not 
be  given  by  lectures  from  the  very  accomplished  men  who  are  selects 
as  professors  and  instructors,  nor  why  special  efforts  should  not  be  made 
to  relieve  the  strain  and  monotony  of  the  mathematical  and  scientific 
curriculum  by  the  discussion  of  a  great  variety  of  these  miscellaneous 
topics  in  which  all  men  of  liberal  culture  are  supposed  to  be  interested. 
We  are  confident  that  whatever  time  might  be  required  for  such  instruc- 
tion would  be  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  greater  elasticity  of 
the  minds  of  the  students,  and  that  the  habits  formed  by  rejioiting  oral 
instruction  clearly  and  methodically,  would  be  recognized  as  in  harmony 
with  the  excellences  looked  for  in  the  accomplished  officer.  We  are  con- 
fident that  were  culture  of  this  sort  more  distinctly  recognized  and  more 
directly  stimulated  in  the  ciu-riculum  and  the  training,  it  would  contnb- 
ute  to  tlie  intellectual  activity  of  the  young  officers  after  they  leave  the 
Academy  and  enable  them  to  add  a  greater  variety  to  the  brilliant  con- 
tributions which  they  have  made  to  science  and  literature.  Were  noth- 
ing more  accomplished  at  first  than  two  lectures  for  each  week,  during  the 
four  years  of  the  course,  on  practical,  historical,  and  philosophical  topics, 
there  would  be  no  loss  of  time  for  the  curriculum  at  present  estabUshed, 
while  the  gain  would  be  immense  in  its  immediate  and  permanent  value. 
The  board  would  particularly  recommend  that  a  course  of  lectures  ui>on 
hygiene  should  be  delivered  very  early  in  the  course,  and  that  the  in- 
struction upon  ethical  and  practical  subjects  now  given  by  the  chaplain 
should  be  supplemented  by  more  formal  lectui^es  ui)on  such  additional 
subjects  as  would  excite  in  the  cadets  the  desire  for  general  culture  and 
stimulate  in  them  a  taste  for  reading  by  turning  their  attention  to  the 
many  discussions  which  are  now  engrossing  the  minds  of  thinking  men. 
While  nothing  can  be  more  unsuited  to  the  position  of  a  military  man 
than  a  heated  partisanshij)  with  respect  to  the  many  speculative  and 
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political  discussions  of  the  hour,  the  partisanship  of  unreflectiug  and 
scantily  informed  i)rejudice,  especially  in  a  class  of  officials  iutnisted 
with  large  prerogatives,  is  to  be  carefully  avoideil  and  guarded  against 
All  lectures  such  as  are  recommended,  it  hardly  need  be  said,  should  be 
followetl  by  rigid  examinations,  either  oral,  or  of  the  notes  taJven  by  the 
pupils,  one  or  both,  for  which  there  is  ample  force  in  the  numerous  as- 
sistants provided  for  the  pi*ofessors. 

The  board  wouhl  also  recommend  that  immediate  attention  Hliould  be 
given  to  the  incpiiiy  whether  more  formal  and  systematic  arrangements 
may  not  be  adopted,  in  addition  to  those  already  provided  in  the  schools 
of  artillery,  engineering,  and  ordnance,  for  the  advanced  education  and 
culture  of  all  the  graduates  of  the  Academy  during  the  additional  fonr 
yeai's  for  which  they  are  especially  enlisted.  They  would  ur^e  that  if 
pmcticable  si)ecial  examinations  should  be  held  for  all  without  excep- 
tion once  or  twice  during  this  tenn  of  service  in  studies  and  rea<Iing 
definitely  prescribed,  and  particularly  that  s]>ecial  inducements  to  en- 
larged studies  sliould  be  furnished  to  the  assistants  who  are  detailed  for 
serA'ice  at  the  Academy.  They  arc  gratified  to  learn  that  the  superin- 
tendent has  already  initiated  arrangements  for  voluntaiy  actiWties  of 
the  kind  la*;t  mentioned,  and  would  welcome  them  as  the  indications 
and  promise  of  more  (.•omi)lete  and  formal  eflbrts  towaids  a  systematic 
course  of  general  and  special  studies  for  all  the  gnuluates. 

The  apparatus  and  a)>))liances  for  instiuction  are  in  general  all  that 
are  required,  and  in  good  condition.  The  department  of  drawing  needs 
an  api)ropriatioii  for  tables  and  other  conveniences  such  as  might  be 
granted  at  any  time  on  the  recoumiendation  of  the  superintendent.  The 
departments  of  j)hilosophy  and  chemistry,  jointly,  have  pi*esMing  need  of 
a  thermodynamic  motor,  which  they  miglit  use  in  common,  and  which 
would  cost  83,(MK).  This  might  have  been  purchased  long  ajro  by  ac- 
cumulating the  joint  savings  from  the  sums  annually  set  apart  to  each 
of  these  departments  for  api>aratus,  did  not  a  statute  require  that  any 
portion  of  such  apy)roi)riations  which  is  not  expended  within  the  year 
should  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  The  boai-d  would  also  call  atten- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  special  conveniences  for  systematic  and  thorough 
instiiiction  in  swimming  as  imperative  and  immediate. 

Many  of  the  criticisms  and  suggestions  already  submitted  will  have 
suggested  the  inquiry  which  has  often  been  raised,  viz,  whetiier  the  sub- 
jects and  methods  of  instiuction  can  be  materially  improved  so  long  as 
the  conditions  of  admission  and  method  of  appointment  remain  un- 
changed. This  inquiry  has  been  the  theme  of  frequent  remark  by  the 
Board  of  Visitors  and  tlie  friends  of  the  institution,  as  also  the  kindred 
(piestion,  whether  the  time  of  cuiTiculum  might  not  be  extended  with 
advantage.  In  resx)ect  to  the  last  inquiry,  we  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  experiment  of  a  five  yejirs'  course  has  been  tried 
and  abandoned  more  than  once,  and  has  apparently  not  justified  the 
anticipations  of  its  friends.  It  is  also  the  deliberate  conviction  of  many 
who  are  minutely  convei*sant  with  the  workings  of  the  institution  that 
the  period  of  four  years  is  long  enough  for  an  enforced  curriculum  of  so 
severe  and  monotonous  a  character. 

Tlie  methods  of  sele(rting  and  appointing  new  recnnts  and  the  quali* 
lication  for  admission  whicli  shouhl  be  insisted  on,  open  a  wide  field 
for  inquiry.  Your  board  have  already  adverted  to  the  faet  that  a  very 
coiisideraiile  portion  of  the  first  year  of  the  course  must  be  spent  in 
teaching  the  very  *.*lements  of  knowledge  an<l  in  training  to  those  intel- 
le(*tual  habits  which  ev<.»ry  elementary  education  moi^e  or  less  perfectly 
iiiiitures.    This  disadvantage  is  the  more  serious  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
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the  education,  when  complete,  is  necessarily  very  largely  professional, 
and  that  the  restrictions  involved  in  a  military  regime  cut  off  the  cadets 
from  a  free  companionship  with  young  men  of  their  own  age.  Moreover, 
the  fact  is  unquestioned  that  those  cadets  whose  previous  education  has 
been  generous  and  severe  have  very  great  advantages  in  the  competi- 
tions of  the  Academy.  It  is  no  more  than  just  to  the  young  men  them- 
selves than  it  is  to  the  country,  that  the  cadets  should  not  only  enter 
upon  the  competitions  of  academic  life  with  the  best  possible  prepara- 
tion for  their  subsequent  studies,  but  that  they  should  prosecute  these 
competitions  upon  as  nearly  equal  terms  as  is  possible.  The  truth  can- 
not be  too  often  nor  too  earnestly  repeated  that  the  Academy  exists  for 
the  service  of  the  country,  and  that  its  sole  design  is  to  find  and  train 
for  the  country  those  who  will  prove  to  be  the  most  accomplished  and 
serviceable  officers.  It  would  seem  to  be  a  self-evident  truth  that  the 
nation  has  a  right  to  the  services  of  the  most  promising  of  its  youth  who 
are  willing  to  employ  their  energies  and  their  lives  in  its  defense  against 
domestic  disorder  or  foreign  invasion.  That  method  of  selecting  the 
future  officers  of  its  army  can  only  be  the  best  which  enables  the  coun- 
try to  avail  itself  of  the  best  of  its  citizens  who  are  animated  by  this 
desire.  Experience  has  proved  that  a  fair  examination,  open  to  all  who 
are  willing  to  submit  themselves  to  its  tests  and  the  subsequent  re- 
straints and  discipline  of  military  life,  is  the  best  method  of  making  the 
selection.  We  do  not  inquire  how  such  an  examination  should  be  con- 
ducted, nor  who  should  be  admitted  to  its  competition.  We  contend 
only  that  all  those  who  comply  with  the  conditions  prescribed  should 
be  allowed  to  compete  for  the  service  and  honor,  and  that  the  selec- 
tion should  be  made  on  grounds  which  shall  be  impartially  applied.  It 
is  obvious  that  every  provision  that  is  practicable  should  be  made  to 
render  these  examinations  wise  and  impartial.  The  limits  of  age,  the 
studies  prescribed,  the  methods  of  testing  capacity  and  promise,  and  of 
guarding  against  misjudgment  or  favoritism,  are  particulars  in  respect 
to  which  experience  might  be  expected  to  reveal  increasing  wisdom  and 
modify  old  traditions  or  usages,  but  the  principle  remains  unshaken, 
that  the  country  has  a  right  to  select  the  best  of  its  youth  who  are  will- 
ing to  give  themselves  to  its  service,  and  until  the  country  can  execute 
this  right  the  country  itself  and  its  choicest  citizens  must  both  suffer 
wrong. 

An  additional  reason  for  applying  these  principles  to  a  radical  change 
in  the  method  of  selecting  recruits  for  the  higher  military  service  of  the 
country  is  found  in  the  consideration  that  such  a  change  would  render 
it  easy  to  raise  the  terms  of  admission,  and  thereby  to  enlarge  and  ele- 
vate the  curriculum  of  study.  Under  the  operation  of  the  present  sys- 
tem the  time  and  energies  of  an  able  corps  of  instructors  are  necessarily 
employed  for  nearly  a  year  in  giving  instruction  in  those  branches  of 
elementary  knowledge  which  are  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
country,  and  the  early  part  of  the  curriculum  suffers  by  comparison  with 
that  of  most  of  the  institutions  for  the  liberal  culture  of  young  men  of 
equal  age  with  the  cadets.  The  fact  that  in  some  respects  this  institu- 
tion stands  higher  than  any  other,  does  not  relieve  it  from  this  infelicity. 
While  for  many  reasons  it  may  be  conceded  that  its  pupils  should  not 
be  admitted  at  an  advanced  age,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  insist  that  its 
lowest  class  should  have  mastered  as  much  elementary  knowledge  as 
may  be  gained  by  the  average  of  the  graduates  of  our  highest  public 
schools. 

The  method  of  appointment  which  at  present  prevails,  briefly  stated, 
is  as  follows :    Places  for  ten  cadets  are  tilled  by  the  President  of  the 
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Ciiited  States  from  the  country  at  large.  The  remaining  places  ai*e  as- 
signed one  to  each  Congressional  district  and  Territory  and  the  District 
of  Columbia.  These  assignments  are  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  at 
the  request  of  the  Eepresentative  from  each  distnct  to  a  bona  fide  I'esi- 
dent.  An  alternate  may  be  selected  at  the  same  time  who  may  be  ex- 
amined for  admission  at  the  same  time  with  the  i^rimary,  and  take  his 
place  if  he  fails  and  the  alternate  succeeds.  Most  of  these  appoint- 
ments are  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  Eepresentative,  \^ith  no  oi)por- 
tunity  for  any  com])etition  between  those  who  might  be  desirous  of  the 
l)lace.  In  a  few  but  increasing  number  of  cases  the  Eepresentative 
makes  his  recommendation  after  an  examination,  which  is  open  to  all 
competitors  within  the  law.  This  examination,  from  the  nature  of  the 
cas(»,  is  limited  to  the  intellectual  qualifications  of  the  a!pi)licanta. 

Tlie  defects  and  evils  which  attend  the  working  of  this  nomination 
and  appointment  of  cadets  without  opportunity  for  competition,  and 
without  examination,  are  suggested  and  confirmed  by  the  following  in- 
structive faets.  By  a  reference  to  Aj^pendix  F  of  the  present  report, 
and  also  to  E  of  the  report  for  1877,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion 
of  the  cadets  who  are  ap])ointed  to  the  number  actually  admitted  is 
unreasonably  large.  This  points  to  a  mdical  defe(!t  in  the  prevailing 
methods  of  selection  and  ai)pointnunit.  It  will  be  seen,  moreover,  that 
the  number  of  those  n^Jected  by  the  medical  examiners  is  very  much 
smaller  than  of  those  set  aside  for  intellectual  deficiencies.  It  will  also 
be  seen  by  an  inspection  of  Ai)i)endix  ]),  report  for  1877,  and  Ai)pendix 
E,  report  for  1871),  that  the  proi)orti(m  of  those  rejected  in  many  if  not 
in  all  of  the  States  for  inti^lectual  deficiencies  in  no  way  corresponds 
with  the  relative  lacnlities  for  popular  (education  which  are  generally 
sui>i)osed  to  exist  in  these  States.  An  inspection  of  the  same  forces  us 
also  to  conclude  that  no  uniform  method  is  adopted  in  the  districts  gen- 
erally, or  in  any  groups  of  the  same,  whether  limited  by  States  or  sec- 
tions of  the  coTUitrj'.  The  (*onsequences  of  these  numerous  failures  are 
evil  and  only  evil.  The  Eepresentative  who  designates  a  candidate  who 
fails  to  b(»  admitted  at  the  enti*ance  examination,  or  who  is  turned  back 
l)efore  the  first  year  is  finished,  deprives  his  district  of  a  representation 
at  the  Academy  during  a  part  and  perhai>s  the  whole  of  an  aeademic 
year,  and  perhaps  longer.  It  is  conceivable,  even,  and  it  is  sometimes 
true  in  fact,  that  several  districts  in  the  same  State  should  fail  to  be 
rei)resented  for  a  series  of  years  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
nominating  agent  to  select  a  candidate  on  coiTect  principles  and  by  ai>- 
l)ropriate  tests.  To  what  extent  this  has  actually  occurred  may  be 
inferred  by  a  comparison  of  Table  C,  appen<lix  to  report  for  1877,  with 
a  summary  of  the  number  of  cadets  from  the  several  States  actually  en- 
rolled in  the  official  registers  of  the  Academy  for  the  coiTcsponding  years. 
-V  careful  study  of  the  graded  rolls  of  the  cadets  for  the  last  ten  years 
will,  we  believe,  justify  the  conclusion  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
those  who  attain  special  eminence  have  had  special  advantages  for  study 
an<l  intellectual  discipline  beicu'c  they  entered  the  Academy.  A  tew,  by 
dint  of  energy  and  i)erseverance,  associated  with  extraortlinarj'  natural 
gifts,  have  been  able  to  overcome  their  early  disadvantages.  A  very 
largt*  number,  however,  of  those  who  have  been  discliarged  after  enter- 
ing wcmld  never  have  suffered  the  disgi'ace  or  misfortune  of  failure  had 
lliey  been  tested  by  a  competitive  examination  before  their  distriet 
was  supplied.  The  Eepresentative  who  nominated  them  would  have 
been  spared  the  mortification  of  havhig  made  an  unfortunate  api)oiiit- 
uient.  The  officers  of  the  Academy  would  have  been  spared  the  odium 
which,  though  often  unjust,  is  none  the  less  real,  and  which  is  visited 
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without  stint  upon  an  institution  which  maintains  a  severe,  though 
necessary,  discipline.  The  district  itself  would  have  been  spared  the 
double  mortification  of  ha\ing  been  for  a  time  represented  unworttdly 
and  subsequently  for  a  time  not  represented  at  all,  during  the  interval 
which  must  necessarily  elapse  before  a  vacant  place  can  be  filled  by  a 
cadet  in  actual  attendance.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  considerations, 
it  would  seem  that  those  who  in  fact  determine  these  appointments 
would  gladly  avail  themselves  of  a  better  method.  Such  a  method  has 
been  tried  by  a  sufficient  number  of  Representatives  and  for  a  sufficient 
time  to  justtfy  its  immediate  and  universal  adoption.  It  has  been  tried 
in  States  and  sections  of  the  country  which  are  very  remote  from  one 
another,  in  those  in  which  the  public  schools  are  the  most  and  the  least 
efficient.  It  is  simple,  easily  understood,  and  manifestly  just  and  im- 
partial. It  commends  itself  with  especial  force  to  the  Representatives 
themselves  as  relieving  them  Irom  manifold  solicitations,  all  which  they 
cannot  possibly  gratify,  if  they  attempt  to  decide  upon  the  superior  claims 
of  several  applicants  for  a  personal  or  political  favor,  the  granting  of  which 
can  only  prove  a  serious  calamity  provided  his  appointee  should  fail  at  the 
entrance  examination,  or  on  his  subsequent  careei\  The  Representative 
has  only  to  give  the  nomination  to  the  successful  contestant  at  a  fair 
examination,  which  shall  be  open  to  all  applicants  within  the  district  of  a 
suitable  age  and  approved  character.  The  examiners  should  be  selected 
by  himsel  for  by  any  gentleman  whom  he  may  nominate.  The  proceedings 
should  be  public,  and  also  the  results  in  each  study  for  each  candidate. 
The  experiment  has  been  tried  in  the  same  district  and  in  some  instances 
by  the  same  Representative  to  fill  a  succession  of  vacancies.  So  far  as 
we  are  informed  the  results  have  been  uniformly  satisfactory.  In  many, 
not  to  say  in  most  cases  thus  far,  the  cadets  nominated  by  this  method 
have  been  admitted  to  the  Academy  without  difficulty  and  graduated 
with  honor. 

It  should  be  distinctly  observ^ed  that  were  the  method  of  appointing 
cadets  corrected  and  perfected  as  proposed,  the  Academy  would  stiU 
fail  to  supply  the  vacancies  that  occur  in  the  Army  as  at  present  con- 
stituted. This  at  once  suggests  the  question  which  is  regarded  by  many 
a«  of  independent  interest  and  prime  importance,  viz.  Is  it  desirable  that 
the  Academy  should  train  all  or  nearly  all  the  officers  of  the  Regular 
Army  when  on  its  i>eace  establishment  ?  This  subject  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  board,  and  they  submit  the  following  as  the  result 
of  their  inquiries  and  deliberations : 

The  document  appended  and  marked  G  shows  that  for  the  nine  years 
previous  to  the  late  war  tlie  average  annual  casualties  in  the  grade  of 
commissioned  officers  was  47  J.  The  average  of  graduates  at  the  Acad- 
emy for  the  same  years  was  42^ ;  the  supi)ly  being  nearly  equal  to  the 
deuicUid.  For  the  i)ast  seven  years,  on  the  other  hand,  the  number  of 
casualties  has  averaged  814,  and  the  number  of  graduates  has  been  49f. 
The  defieiency  of  nearly  three-eighths  of  the  annual  appointments  has 
been  sui)plied  chiefly  from  civil  life. 

Appendix  H  gives  the  number  of  the  commissioned  officers  enrolled  in 
the  Army  Register  of  1878  who  have  been  appointed  from  the  Military 
Academy,  froih  the  ranks,  and  fix)m  civil  life. 

The  objections  to  this  practice  in  the  judgment  of  the  board  are  very 
serious.  It  tends  to  tlie  introduction  of  a  class  of  officers  who,  whatever 
may  be  their  excellences,  must  have  a  defective  knowledge  of  their  pro- 
fession as  a  science,  and  must  inevitably  result  iv  tlie  formation  of 
cliques,  Avith  their  attendant  jealousies  and  ill-feeling.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  when  the  Academy  was  founded,  and  especially  when  it  was 
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l)laco(l  substantially  upon  its  present  footing,  it  was  lK)th  intended  and 
expected  that  it  shoidd  be  a  training  school  for  all  tlie  officers  who 
should  be  required  on  a  i)eace  establishment.    It  was  also  anticipated 
that  by  being  a  school  of  instruction  for  all  these  officers  it  would  indi- 
rectly become  a  school  of  instniction  for  the  officers  foi*  the  largest  army 
which  would  be  required  hi  a  time  of  war.    These  anticipations  have  or 
have  not  been  fiilfilled.    If  they  have  not,  there  is  something  radically 
defective  in  the  organization  or  the  administration  of  the  Academy 
itself.    If  they  have,  there  is  no  occasion  to  abandon  the  original  theoiy 
as  to  the  metliod  of  recruiting  the  casualties  that  regularly  occur. 
Every  gi'eat  wixr  must,  of  course,  add  valuable  officers  of  every  grade 
to  the  permanent  force  of  the  Anny  who  will  have  been  aduiimbly 
educated  in  the  school  of  actual  service,  whose  qualifications  no  one 
would  question,  and  whose  well-eanied  honors  the  country'  is  forward 
to  acknowledge.    But  the  periods  for  the  existence  of  training  schools  of 
this  descrii)tion  have,  happily  for  the  country,  been  infrequent  and  brief, 
and  no  one  can  desire  that  they  should  be  otherA\ise.    There  can  i)e  no 
reason,  then,  why  upon  a  peace  establishment  the  country  should  not 
return  to  its  oiiginal  theory  and  continue  to  supply  its  skeleton  anuy 
with  officers  who  are  trained  at  its  own  Military  Acjademy.    The  eleva- 
tion of  subordinate  officers  to  higher  i)ositions  without  the  prcliminai^' 
scientifi(5  mastery  of  the  stiulies  which  are  deemed  essential  to  suc- 
cess by  all  military  men  cannot  be  ])ossible  or  desirable  except  within 
very  narrow  limits.     The  introiluction  of  any  considerable  number 
of  young  men  from  civil  life  into  the  corps  of  officers  without  any 
special  military  education  and  \vith  no  previous  training  to  hardship, 
exposure,  and  agility  in  the  school  of  the  soldier,  and  no  scientific 
culture  in  the  school  of  the  oflicer,  must  lower  the  tone  of  the  pro- 
fession and  be  fiauglit  with  other  evils.     It  will  inevitiibly  tend  to 
divide   those  wlio   sliould  be  animated    by  one  spirit  into  two   rival 
bodies  wl)i(*li  will  be  alienattHl  in  their  feelings  as  tln^v  become  competi- 
tors for  the  lionors  that  sliould  be  reservinl  for  exceptional  senice«. 
These  Jealousies  will  Ix*  likely  to  be  most  active  at  those  critical  moments 
which  are  most  important  in  the  history  of  the  nation. 

It  is  obvious,  also,  that  if  a|)pointments  are  made  in  large  numbers 
from  nien  in  civil  life,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  they  will  be  made  for 
spetnal  politi(*al  services,  or  at  lejist  on  the  ground  of  party  services  or 
})arty  allejriance.  8h<mld  this  be  the  case,  it  would  inevitably  follow 
that  jjolitical  feeling  would  becjome  more  active  and  more  ilistiiictly  rec- 
ogniz(Ml  among  the  officers,  and  that  promotion  and  appointments  would 
be  soli(atiKl  and  given  on  the  gi'ound  of  political  sympathies.  Nothing 
could  be  mor(i  disastrous  to  the  esprit  de  corpti  which  has  characterized 
(mr  Amiy  hitherto,  than  the  introduction  of  such  divisive  influences  by 
which  the  officers  would  be  arrayed  against  one  another  in  two  op)K>sing 
factions  that  would  grow  and  gather  strength  by  the  abundant  nmterial 
on  which  they  would  feed  from  within,  and  by  tu'-tive  stinudants  from 
without.  It  has  hitherto  been  a  ])oint  of  honor  and  of  etiquette  with  the 
most  of  our  officers  to  abstain  ti-om  the  active  expression  of  political 
feelings  or  preferences.  They  have  been  sometimes  severely  criticised 
because  they  have  se(»med  to  be  so  indiffi»rent  to  the  movements  of  the 
great  wars  of  political  feeling  which  i)eriodically  agitate  the  nations 
lite.  rerhai)s  it  will  be  discovered  that  that  is  not  one  of  the  least  sal- 
utary of  the  traditions  of  West  I*oint  wliicjh  has  trained  tliem  to  the 
])riiicii)le  of  abstinence  and  reserve.  The  evil,  if  it  be  one,  will  rather 
be  exasp(^rated  than  cured  by  the  introduction  into  the  Army  of  a  wm- 
siderable  number  of  young  men  with  traditions  and  sympathies  that 
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are  aiitagoiiistic  to  those  of  an  institution  which  must  be  strong  in  its 
own  traditions  and  prejudices  even,  if  it  is  to  be  sturdy  in  its  honor  i^nd 
its  courage,  its  patriotism,  and  its  self-sacrifice. 

Tlie  small  and  insuflBcient  number  of  trained  officers  that  is  at  present 
furnished  by  the  Acatlemy  will  be  still  further  diminished  by  the  recent 
reduction  from  forty  to  ten  of  the  number  of  cadets  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed at  large  by  the  President.  The  original  design  of  the  provision 
for  these  appointments  at  large  could  not  have  been  fully  understood  by 
the  Congress  which  ordered  that  the  number  should  be  diminished.  It 
was  intended  to  proAide  especially  for  the  sons  of  persons  in  the  military 
and  naval  service  of  the  country,  and  whose  tastes  and  aspirations  would 
naturally  lead  them  to  follow  the  profession  of  their  fathers,  and  also  for 
the  soiiis  ot  many  others  whose  occupations  in  hie,  especially  tliek  ofiicial 
employments,  prevent  them  from  acquiring  a  legal  or  permanent  resi- 
dence in  any  Congressional  district.  Such  nominations  should  of  neces-  • 
sity  be  open  to  free  competition,  and  the  classes  of  persons  who  are 
entitled  to  compete  should  be  distinctly  specified.  Whether  or  not  this 
suggestion  shall  be  responded  to,  the  board  cannot  doubt  that  whenever 
the  permanent  organization  of  the  Anny  shall  have  been  decided  by 
Congress,  provision  will  be  made  for  the  increase  of  the  cori)s  of  cadets 
to  such  a  number  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to  supply  the  casualties 
which  may  be  expected  among  the  officers.  The  value  of  this  institu- 
tion has  been  too  often  and  t<K)  strikingly  demonstrated  to  the  country 
to  permit  its  defects  to  remain  uncorrecte<l  or  it«  influence  to  be  limited. 

In  presenting  this  report  of  the  duties  which  they  have  performed, 
and  the  conclusions  which  they  have  adopted,  the  members  of  the  boara 
desire  to  add  that  they  have  been  entirely  agreed  in  their  warm  appre- 
ciation of  the  importance  of  the  Military  Academy  to  our  national  peace 
and  honor,  and  also  of  the  excellence  of  its  system  of  education  and  train 
ing,  and  of  the  desirableness  that  its  efficiency  should  be  increased  by- 
every  practicable  method,  and  its  culture  be  extended  to  all  the  officers 
of  the  Army  which  the  country  should  decide  ought  permanently  to  be 
maintained. 

In  this  way,  and  in  this  way  only,  can  the  country  be  assured  that  in 
any  exigency  which  threatens  it  from  without,  or  within,  it  will  have  at 
hand  the  organic  force  which  can  promptly  and  energetically  animate 
and  direct  whatever  numbers  of  patriotic  men  the  nation  shall  summon 
to  its  service. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

September,  1879. 

NOAH  POETEE,  President. 
DORMAN  B.  EATON,  Vice-President. 
HENEY  L.  ABBOT,  Secretary. 

The  Hon.  Seoeetaby  of  War. 


APPENDIX. 


A. 

QuARTKiiM aster's  Ofpick,  United  Status  Miutaby  Acadkuy, 
Went  Point,  N.  ¥.,  Jam  7, 1879 

Siii;  I  liavp  tlip  lienor  to  siilinnt,  for  the  iiiforuiutioii  of  iho  Comniittep  on  PulilJo 
BuililiiiftH,  &.C.,  tlie  lollowiug  iiifonnntion  w  to  tlie  supply  of  gart  at,  West.  Pointt 

Tbn  prtHi'iit  gas-workH  wens  built  in  ld!)7 — aii  old  ntonu  titable  Iwiiig  used  for  the 
nnniosp.  An  aiiiiroiiriatiou  was  niiiilo  for  removal  and  erection  of  ^iw-workH  in  1866 
and  li^  M  fnllon-B:  July  1,  1866,  $6,000;  July  1,  1867,  92U,0OU.  Of  tLia  anionnt, 
)^i;t9.61  rovt.'rted  to  tlie  Treasury  of  the  United  States  uuder  section  5  of  the  aot  of 
Julyia.lWO. 

Tlii>  iireaont  j;aH-works  are  mnch  too  sniall  for  llio  jiroper  Hupply  of  tlui  post.  Two 
benvlicH,  of  three  retorts  each,  are  required  to  furnish  a  necessary  suiiply.  Ifriither 
shonld  Iipcoiuo  ilisaliled,  there  wonld  be  a  difflciilty  in  makinK  u  suflicleiit  iiiiantity. 

Tlic  hydrniilic  main  and  c»uiiociinf;-pipcfl  wcm  put  up  with  thn  exi)«ctatIoii  of  ran- 
iiiug  out-  Ivnrh  only  at  a  time,  and  ar«  too  cuntracted  to  wiirk  two  I)onch«s  ftotAy,  as 
arc  iiIno  nil  the  connect inK-pipi'"  itara  the  condeuHcr  to  th«  waslier  and  purifiers,  and 
the  piiH-H  into  tliK  gan-holili'r,  TlierimdensiTiBau  old  anil  ininRrfevtouc.  Tlie  washer 
or  Hi-niblier  ia  only  one-lmlf  the  capacity  it  shoiihl  lie  for  two  l)i>iich«n  of  Tvtorto.  The 
puritietK  uri!  iu  fair  contlition.  The  gsiv-holder  is  inueh  tMi  small ;  it  is  of  14,000  fbet 
cupacity  only,  and  the  average  daily  consuuiplion  in  winter  is  S4,000  oabio  feet.  The 
main  );as-piiw  is  much  too  small  for  the  present  oousuinption  of  gas. 

It  is  PHtiniatcd,  at  jirescnt  riitcs  of  labor  and  niatenal,  that  nuw  works  could   bs 
Pd  for  845,000. 

dli'H.  and  wic kill);  for  liglitiug  the  Academy,  codet-baiTaclm,  mess-hall,  boapital,  <^c«s, 
stulili',  and  sidewalks,  uf  $4,iHI0;  but  no  appropriation  for  liglitini;  ofRccrs'  quarters, 
or  for  I  he  niannfactnrc  of  the  gas.  Cadets  arc  therefore  chiirged  their  sharp  of  the 
eiqicnsea  of  the  luauufacturc,  or  ;t5  cents  per  cadet  each  month,  while  the  ofllceni  are 
charged  the  Aill  cont  of  the  gas,  including  the  cost  of  the  gas-fixtures  In  the  oOlaen^ 
ccrh*  liouHes. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  acrvant, 

C.  1'.  MILLEE, 
Finl  Lieulenaiit  Fonrth  Arlilltry,  Quarlen»aiit»r  MtUtarf 

Aoadewty,  Direcbrr  of  tfte  Otw  W»kt. 
Tbe  Seckktaiiy  of  tub  Board  of  Visitohs, 

Weat  Point,  N.  Y. 


B.—SliiUmfnto/amoiiKl  appropriatid  for  the  support  of  the  Unihd  Stata  MMary  Aaaiemf 
for  lilt  jiuixil  jiivr  iniliiig  June  :iO,  1H7U,  Ihe  amouHla  diabnraed  under  the  dbmU»»  ttf  (k« 
myvriMendtat,  iaclvdiHg  June  10,  1879,  and  the  balance*  araJIails. 


M 


iiinlonUiiBry*ilM'U»i«.   »18,4t 


W,  UT  50   . 

878  II    . 


Captain  TicenlyfiTitlnfaMiy.A.D,C,DiilHitiimg  Qfmr. 
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C. — Th€  United  States  Corps  Cadets  in  account  with  Lieut,  S.  M,  MiUs,  treasurer  United 
States  Military  Amdemyj  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1879. 


To  equipment  fund 

cadet     subsisteuce     department, 
boanl  

cadet     subsistence     department,, 
damages  

cadet    quartermaater,    store    and 
clothing 

cadet  (juartermaster,  shoes    ...     . 

cadet  quartermaster,  laundry  de- 
partment   

barber,  shoeblack,  &c 

baths   

confectioner 

policing  barracks,  &c 

printing  fund 

dialectic  society 

cas  fund 

dentist 

Damages : 

To  Military  Academy  quartermas- 
ter's department 

ordnance  department 

library ^ 

To  postage 

use  of  dictionary 

expressage 

periodicms  

ooat  fund 

engineering  text-books 

hops  and  German 

dancing  lessons 

camp  entertainments 

oath  of  office  and  allegiance 

monument  subscription 

yellow-fever  subscription 

photographs 

cash 

balances  paid 

balance  April  30,1879 


$13,048  00 

50,561  59 

66  87 

52, 315  72 
0,544  59 

0,294  83 

2, 172  13 

738  79 

374  00 

2,680  43 

403  73 

88  85 

1, 193  70 

],  125  00 


26  60 

16  79 

9  00 

10  19 

85  85 

43  55 

75  74 

533  25 

161  50 

897  29 

823  73 

33  15 

45  50 

451  36 

285  00 

777  93 

4, 130  05 

22,  770  46 

12. 162  11 

183,  947  28 

By  balance  April  30,  1878 

deposits 

equipment  fimd 

cadet  quartermaster's  department 

dancing 

cadet  subaistence  department . . . 

dialectic  society 

travelingpay 

pay 


$10,  974  18 

7,142  88 

9,968  00 

1,856  96 

3  71 

531  70 

40 

1,326  00 

152, 143  50 


183,  947  28 


D. 

Treasurer's  Office,  United  States  Military  Academy, 

West  Pointy  N,  F.,  June  17,  1879. 

General  :  lu  additiou  to  my  statement  of  funds  received  and  disbursed  on  behalf 
of  cadet^j,  fi)r  the  year  ending  April  30,  1879,  submitted  to  you  for  the  information  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following,  at  the  request  of  the  Hon. 
J.  H.  Blount,  member  of  the  board  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance,  giving 
a  more  detailed  history  of  the  two  principal  cadet  funds  under  my  charge,  and  other 
inforiiiatiou  asked  for  by  Mr.  Blount. 

Cou^esM  appropriates  $540  per  year  for  the  pay  of  each  cadet.  Out  of  this  amoont 
the  cadets  pay  all  their  expenses ;  and,  when  not  provided  for  by  special  appropria- 
tion of  Congress,  buildings  for  storehouse  and  quarters  for  employ^  have  been  built 
out  of  this  pay,  as  will  be  explained  below. 

For  convenience  in  the  administration  of  supplying  cadets,  the  subject  has  been 
divided  into  depai'tnieuts,  which  departments  are  kept  entirely  separate  and  distinct; 
this  arnin^i'ment  was  esi>ecially  necessary  before  my  assignment  to  these  duties  in 
September,  187(5,  when  these  departments  were  under  the  charge  of  two  civilian 
agents,  innler  appointment  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Military  Academy,  and  paid 
by  cadets  for  their  services.  The  two  funds  I  will  describe  are  called  the  cadet  quar- 
termaster's fund  an<i  the  cadet  subsistence  fund. 

The  cailet  quartermaster's  department  has  the  supplying  of  cadets  with  all  clothing, 
equipments,  shoes,  underclothing,  text-books,  and  all  other  articles  prescribed  by  the 
superintendent  for  their  use  and  comfort  (not  inclnde<l  under  the  head  of  subsistence 
stores),  ami  the  repairing  of  clothing,  shoes,  «fec. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  7,  1876,  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Academy,  all  supplies  of  whatever  character  were  to  be  fur- 
nished to  cadets  at  actual  cost.  To  determine  the  actual  cost  of  such  articles  when 
ready  for  issue  to  cadets,  there  must  be  added  to  the  original  or  first  cost,  as  per  in- 
voice of  the  articles,  the  items  for  transportation  and  delivery  of  same  at  store,  storing, 
preserving,  and  issuing,  cutting,  making,  keeping  record,  and,  in  fine,  preparing  the 
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same  tor  issue,  iiiclndinj;  tbo  waj^os  of  workmen  ami  elerk8  employed  in  tlic  transac- 
tion of  this  business.  I  was  aeeonlinj^ly  direeted  by  Major-Cieneral  fcscliolield  to  add  to 
the  lirst  rost  a  ])er(M'nlaj;e  to  eover  these  items  of  ineidental  expenses,  in  i\stiniating 
the  actual  eost  to  eadets.  It  wan  also  deeided  that  a  small  additional  perc«^nta>;e 
should  be  eharged,  for  the  foUowini^  reason:  that,  durinj?  a  i)eriod  ol  some  thirty-three 
years  previous  to  the  ])a88age  of  this  act  referre<l  to,  this  department  had  accuniii- 
lated  a  fund  of  some  5j5l3,0O(>,  besides  a  valuable  storehouse  and  other  buildiugs  occu- 
pieil  as  ([uarters  by  employes  of  the  dei)artnient.  This  percentage  was  intended  to 
prewM've  and  keep  in  order  this  property  for  which  cadets  preceding  had  ]»aid,  ami  of 
which  cadets  at  present  were  having  all  the  benetit,  so  that  the  capital  now  i>os- 
sessed  by  the  corps  of  cadets  miglit  not  be  diminished,  but  might  be  Kept  intact  for 
the  perpetual  benefit  of  cadets. 

The  following  reasons  may  be  mentioned  for  the  necessity  of  having  a  certain  amount 
of  money  on  hand,  viz:  to  buy  a  stock  of  goods  in  the  fall  for  winter  ur(»,  and  to  keep 
on  hand  at  all  times  tlu)  necessary  stores  for  daily  issue;  these  being  purchased  at 
wholesale  for  cash,  great  saving  is  thereby  effected  for  the  cii4lets.  Again,  cadets 
on  entering  the  Military  Aca^lemy  are  not  required  to  make  a  deposit,  and  occasionally 
there  are  a  few  a<bnitted  who  make  no  deposit  at  all.  This  de]>artment  has  to  ineiiV 
the  expense  of  their  original  outfit  and  keep  them  supplied  with  necessary  clothing, 
text-books,  &c.,  until  such  tiuie,  frequently  two  years,  as  their  pay  liqui<latt*8  their 
indebtedness.  On  one  of  these  eadets  leaving  the  Aca<iemy  by  dismissal  or  otherwise 
during  this  time,  this  department  has  to  bear  tlu'  loss  of  the  amount  due  fnun  Iiini. 

Tlie  following  statement  shows  tln^  amount  of  business  done  by  this  department  ftvr 
the  period  of  sixteen  months  ending  April  30,  1879: 

January  1,  1878,  total  amount  of  value  of  stock  on  band,  bills  receivable, 

and  balance^  at  t rejisurer's  office  was ;J;»5, 8-43  49 

May  I,  1871),  total  anunint  of  same  was :??,  312  HO 

Showing  an  increa><t>  for  the  H\  months  of 1, 4(51>  31 

Total  expenses  for  this  i)eriod 6, 122  HT) 

Showing  the  gross  charges  to  have  been 7, 592  16 

The  receipts  for  the  1(>  months  were 78, 142  14 

From  the  above  we  find  that  the  gross  charges  wci*e  about  10  per  cent.  ni>on  first 
cost,  and  the  net  charges  for  use  of  capital,  buildings,  &c.,  about  2  per  cent.,  an  amount 
suftieieut  perha])s  to  meet  any  unusual  outlay  of  the  department  fortlie  benetit  of  ca<lets, 
to  proviile  for  any  necessary  repairs  to  their  projierty  and  make  goinl  the  losses  from 
dis<'harge  of  cadets  who  arc  in  debt. 

The  ea<let  subsistence  department  lias  the  purchtising,  transporting,  preparing, 
issuing,  ands4Tvingall  provisions  and  other  articles  and  stores  supplied  eadet-s  at  thf^ir 
mess.  This  also  includes  the  nets'tjsary  expenses  of  labor,  &c.,  in  maintaining  a  ganh-n 
for  <'adets:  for  the  providing  for  and  cani  of  seven  milch  cows,  in  addition  to  the  milk 
wliich  is  purchase^l ;  also,  necessary  imin-ovement-s  to  cmlets^ mess-hall  for  the  lietter 
care  of  provisions,  &c.,  behmging  to  eadets,  such  as  a  refrigerator,  impn»v<»<l  cooking 
utensils,  «&c. ;  and,  in  the  p:ust  year,  the  building  of  two  sets  of  quarters,  for  which  no 
other  means  were  provided,  at  an  expense  of  some  $2,400,  for  tno  qnartering  of  em- 
ployes of  the  department. 

The  cost  of  subsisting  cadets  is  determined  as  follows:  At  the  end  of  every  two 
months,  all  the  expenses  of  whatever  nature  incurred  by  me  in  this  department  for  the 
previous  two  months  are  laid  before  a  boai'd  of  audit,  consisting  of  tnree  ofHcerH,  the 
cOnnnaiidant  of  cablets  being  the  senior,  appointed  by  the  superintendent.  Thisboanl 
examines  all  the  accounts  and  determines  the  total  cost  of  su1)sisting  the  cadets  for 
the  two  months,  including  those  sick  in  hospital.  This  amount  is  divided  pro  rata 
among  the  cadets,  and  gives  the  actual  cost  i>er  cadet  for  his  subsistence. 

For  the  two  months  of  March  and  April,  1879,  selecting  any  two  at  random,  this 
amount  was  §*29.42,  cost  per  cadet  for  two  months  of  sixty-one  days. 

To  pn»vi<le,  however,  a  fund  out  of  which  any  unusual  exi)ense,  not  i>ertaining  to 
any  particular  two  months,  but  which  is  to  last  over  a  perio<t  of  months  or  years,  can 
be  made,  it  has  been  usual  for  nuuiy  yeai's  for  this  board  of  audit  to  assess  each  cadet 
something  more  (when  the  a<'tual  cost  is  not  exces8iv<»)  than  the  actual  cost,  to  meet 
this  expensi* :  and  again  at  other  times  when  the  actual  cost  was  1  a I'gi^,  relatively, 
the  amount  ass<'ssed  has  Iwen  less  than  the  actual  cost. 

In  the  two  months  taken  above  as  an  exanqde,  each  cadet  was  assessed  $30. 

The  average  a<'tual  eost  of  board  for  two  montJis  during  the  last  year  was  $29.14. 

The  average  amount  assessed  <'a<*h  cadet  for  same  during  this  jH>riod  was  $30.41. 

The  report  of  this  board  of  audit  is  Hubmitted  to  the  superintendent,  and,  if  approved 
by  him.  is  my  authority  as  tn»asnrer  for  charging  each  cacU't  the  amount  assessotl. 

When  1  KoK  charge  of  this  d<'i»artment  in  l'<7(»  there  was  a  surplus  fund,  made 
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described  above,  of  some  $2,000.  It  has  varied  from  time  to  time  since  then,  being 
now  $1,050.10.  It  was  from  this  fund,  by  direction  of  Mjgor-General  Schotield,  that  I 
built  the  two  sets  of  quarters  referred  to,  the  expense  of  which  has  not  been  appreci- 
able in  the  cost  of  board  for  any  two  months,  and  must  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
cost  of  subsistiufi;  the  cadets  for  a  tetm  of  years,  the  maintaining  and  keeping  of  their 
cooks,  waiters,  &c.,  being  as  much  a  part  of  the  cost  of  subsistence  as  the  first  cost  of 
the  proWsions  consumed. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  account  of  a  cadet  for  any  two  months.     I  take  the 
account  of  Cadet  F.  V.  Abbot  for  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1879 : 

Cr. 

By  balance  in  his  favor  from  last  settlement $122  52 

Deposit 

Credit  at  cadet  quartermaster's  department 

Pay  from  March  1  to  April  30,  1879,  inclusive 90  00 

212  52 
Dr. 

To  e<iuipnient  fund. $8  00 

Ciulet  subsistence  department : 

Board 30  00 

Damages - 48 

Cadet  quartermaster's  department 10  29 

Cadet  laundry  (washing  and  mending) 5  47 

Barber  and  shoeblack,  &o : 50 

Baths 54 

Confectioner s 

Policing  barracks 1  47 

Printing  fund 24 

Dialectic  society 

Gas-fund 70 

Dentist 

Use  of  dictiouarj^ - 05 

Dauiages : 

Qnartenuaster's  department 

Ordnance  

Library 

Postage 

Expressage 

Periodicals 

Cash 

57  74 

Balance  to  next  settlement 154  78 

The  accumulated  savings  of  cadets,  their  equipment  fund,  which  is  held  in  trust  for 
them  until  they  graduate,  and  other  balances  in  my  hands  not  recj^uired  for  current 
expenses,  I  have,  by  direction  of  the  superintendent,  invested  in  United  States  bonds, 
and  the  interest  on  this  investment  serves  to  pay  some  portion  of  the  incidental  ex- 
penst^s  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  MILLS, 
First  Lieutenant  Fifth  Artillery,  U,  S,  A*,' 
Treasurer,  Quartermaster,  and  Commissary  of  Cadets. 

General  H.  L.  Abbot,  U.  S.  A., 

Secretary  Board  of  Visitors. 

Approved. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major-General,  Superintendent. 
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'h  Okfice,  Uhitxu  Statu  Hiejtabt  Acadeht, 


FltANK  UICELBR, 
JVrtt  Xiratenont  JVtt  Onofry,  A^ulamL 


Wet  Faint.  N.  t..  Jun*  7,  187B. 
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ADjuMiarB  OFncB,  Uiimu  Statu  MiLrrtHT  Acajibhy, 


Weit  Feint,  N.  f..  Jvnt  J, 


Cuiulttea. 
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1 

ii 
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IS  ts 

33 
41 

1 

IB 
IS 

48 

S 

i 
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Is 

...... 

1 

Is 

11 
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ilea 

"■"■ 

us 

— For  Dins  yean.  ISSS-lBSl,  avenge  nan 
bet  of  oamaJties,  47;  ijaBaslaei,  4A  par  o«Di.  of  ce 

iem-18Tl,  InolnaivB,  the  oasnaltiM  ar -■■  '-  - 

•even  yean,  1872-1^8,  avBrags  ni 


DmiHioned  afflcen,  1,037;  ftvenge  DCim- 
d  i^oan  per  year.  Dnring  the  yean 
eonnt  of  war  uid  Ita  after  eOccls.  For 
ra.  2,207 1  avenge  namber  of  caaaaltjea, 


FRABK  MICHLEB. 
7(nt  Luuttnonl  Fifth  Cbealry,  Ai^ulani  UiUlary  ieademt- 

HlADqUABTBBB  UlTnU)  STATES  MlUTABI  AcaUEHI, 

WtU  Faint,  N.  F.,  Jiai4  ID,  IBTD. 
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Table  compiled  from  the  Army  Register  of  1878  showing  what  number  of  the  present  oommis' 
8i<yned  officers  have  been  appointed  from  Military  Academy ^  from  thi  rankSy  or  from  dvH 

life. 


Corps  or  depftrtment. 


General  officers 

A<]jntant-Generar8  Department . 
Inspector-General's  Department 

Mmtary  Jnstice 

Signal  Service 

Quartermaster's  Department . . . . 

Subsistence  Department 

Medical  Deparonent 

Pay  Department 

Corps  of  Engineers 

Ordnance  Department 

Chaplains 

Cavulry 

Artillery 

Infantry 


Total 


Officers  appointed  team — 


Military 
Academy. 


10 

15 

6 


20 
19 


11 

109 

49 


190 
180 
206 


815 


Anny. 


47 

17 

108 


100 


Civfl  life. 


1 
2 
1 
9 
1 

42 

7 

192 

44 


15 
30 

108 
86 

568 


1.104 


Sbmabkb.— Considering  the  last  three  arms  of  the  service  only,  in  the  cavalry,  artUlery,  and  in< 
fantry.  there  are  576  from  Military  Academy,  167  from  Army,  850  from  civil  life. 

Official: 

FRANK  MICHLBR 
First  Lieutenant  Fifth  OavaUy,  A4juttmi, 
Heaimjuabters  United  States  Miutabt  Acadbkt, 

West  Point,  N.  T.,  June  10, 1879. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF 

THE  SOLDIERS'  HOME. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOAED  OF  COMMISSIONEES  OF  SOLDIEES'  HOME. 


Officje  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 

SoLDiEBs'  HoM£4  Boom  —  Winder  BuiLDiNa, 

Washiftgton^  D.  C,  October  21, 1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1879,  as  required  by  the  Regulations  for  the  Home,  Article  I  of  whidi 
directs  that  the  Board  "  at  their  meeting  in  October  will  make  an  annual 
report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  information 
of  Congress,'^ 

At  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Board  all  the  members  have  been  pres- 
ent, and  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  for  the  preceding  month  have  been 
auoited  at  each  meeting. 

The  condition  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  has  been  such  as  to  require 
but  few  important  changes  during  the  year  and  no  extaraordinary  repairs. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year  covered  by  this  report  a  permanent 
surface  drain  was  laid  from  a  point  near  the  northwest  gate,  along  the 
west  line,  to  a  point  connecting  with  the  natural  drainage  to  the  lake, 
near  the  principal  entrance  to  the  grounds.  This  work  was  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  stone  foundation  of  the  fence  on  the  west  line, 
which  would  have  soon  been  undermined  by  the  flow  of  surface  water 
from  the  western  slope  gathering  at  th^  base  and  confined  inside  tiie 
line  instead  of  spreading  as  it  formerly  di'l  through  the  old  fence. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  this  year  a  new  drive  was  constructed  in  the 
extreme  southern  portion  of  the  grounds  upon  a  survey  made  last  year 
to  complete  the  circuit  by  the  south  avenue  and  avoid  a  portion  of  the 
drive  passing  an  unsightly  corner  containing  an  old  gravel  pit  and  the 
dihris  gathered  from  fallen  timber,  &c. 

The  Home  cemetery  was  enlarged  this  season  by  extending  a  stone 
wall  on  the  east  side  and  connecting  with  it  a  substantial  fence  enclosing 
all  the  ground  to  the  extreme  notth  point  of  the  Home  property.  Within 
this  new  addition,  and  bordering  immediately  upon  the  old  cemetery, 
was  a  large  excavation  made  to  procure  gravel  for  walks  and  drives. 
This  has  been  filled  and  graded  and  for  the  most  part  plotted  uniformly 
with  the  old  cemetery.  A  great  portion  of  the  ground  is  covered  with  a 
fine  growth  of  native  hard- wood  trees,  and  it  can  be  made  with  compar- 
atively trifling  expense  an  exceedingly  beautiful  and  fitting  place  for  the 
purpose  it  is  intended. 

In  the  month  of  June  last  a  three-inch  water-supply  pipe  was  laid 
from  the  steam-pumps  to  the  "  Home  farm"  buildings,  providing  for  suf- 
ficient water  on  the  fann  for  all  purposes. 

All  needed  repairs  to  fences  and  buildings  have  been  made.  They 
have  been  chiefly  of  exterior  painting,  &c.,  required  for  their  preserva- 
tion. 
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In  the  government  of  the  inmates,  and  in  the  measures  taken  for  their 
happiness  and  welfare  in  every  respect,  no  changes  of  system  or  regula- 
tion have  been  made.  All  matters  in  this  respect  within  the  control  of 
the  Commissioners  and  the  ofl&cers  of  the  Home  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  ofl&cers  of  the  Home  have  been  attentive  and  efficient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.    No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  roster. 

The  record  of  inmates  shows  the  following  changes : 

Number  receiving  the  benefits  September  30, 1878 567 

Number  admitted  during  the  year : 

Eegular 120 

Temporary 39 

Number  readmitted , 75   * 

801 

Dropped  by  withdrawal,  absence  without  leave,  &c. : 

Begular 168 

Temporary 29 

Number  dismissed • 4 

Number  died 31 

232 

Number  receiving  the  benefits  September  30, 1879 569 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  K.  BAENBS, 
Surgeon- General  J  U.  S.  A.,  President  Board  of  Commissioners. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 
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CONSTRUCTION   OF   STATE,  WAR,  AND  NAVY  DEPARTMENT 

BUILDING,  1879. 


Office  of  BuiLDmo  for  State,  War, 
AND  Navy  Departments,  Old  Building, 
Xavy  Department,  Seventeenth  Street, 

Washington,  B.  C,  July  1, 1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations 
pertaining  to  the  construction  of  the  building  for  State,  War.  and  Navy 
Departments  in  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 : 

EAST  WING,  OR  NEW  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

As  shown  by  my  report  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  operations  looking  to 
the  completion' of  the  east  wing  of  the  building  at  the  earliest  possible 
day  were  being  pushed  at  the  close  of  that  year  with  all  the  energy  that 
the  case  demanded.  The  force  of  525  men  employed  at  that  tim6  was 
subsequently  somewhat  increased,  and  the  working  force  was  at  all  times 
as  large  as  could  be  conveniently  handled.  Tables  showing  the  num- 
ber of  men  employed  and  the  contracts  in  force  during  the  year  are 
given  further  on. 

Following  is  a  history  of  the  progress  of  the  work  during  the  year, 
operations  being  classed  under  a  few  general  heads: 

CAST-IRON  WORK. 

The  cast-iron  door  and  window  jframes  and  trimmings  were  essentially 
finished  and  in  i)lace  about  the  middle  of  the  autumn,  although  the  very 
last  piece  was  not  completed  until  December  24.  This  work  constituted 
a  large  and  important  item  in  the  construction  of  the  building,  and 
was,  from  its  nature,  prolonged  and  tedious.  The  total  weight  of  cast- 
ings of  this  class  alone  amounted  to  545^  tons.  All  the  washboards 
and  stairstrings  are  of  cast  iron,  about  one-fourth  inch  in  thickness,  and 
are  secured  to  the  brick  walls  with  expansion  bolts.  This  work  was 
commenced  on  the  1st  of  July,  1878,  continued  as  rapidly  as  the  con- 
tractor could  turn  it  out,  and  was  completed  on  March  1, 1879. 

The  cast-iron  ornaments  for  the  three  pediments  of  the  pavilion  roofs 
on  the  east  front  were  secured  in  their  places  between  July  18  and  Au- 
gust 9.    They  were  then  at  once  thoroughly  painted  and  sanded. 

The  iron  work  fbr  the  dome  of  the  main  stairways  was  much  delayed 
in  the  contractor's  hands,  the  first  delivery  not  being  made  until  Au- 
gust 27.  This  consisted  of  a  portion  of  the  wrought-iron  framework  and 
girders  for  carrying  the  cast-iron  work,  which  constitutes  the  entire 
dome,  including  all  its  ornamentation,  even  to  the  light  sash  containing 
the  glass  of  the  skylight.    The  girders  with  their  upper  connections  sus- 
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tain  also  a  narrow  marginal  flooiing  in  tlie  attic  around  the  skylight,  ca- 
pable of  can'ying  a  heavy  load  of  any  articles  likely  to  be  stored  there 
to  the  extent  of  200  pounds  per  square  foot.  The  framework  was  in  place 
and  the  attachment  of  the  cast-iron  shell  of  the  dome  was  commenced 
on  October  1.  The  whole  was  completed  and  ready  tor  painting  on  De- 
cember 4.  The  architectural  and  ornamental  features,  as  well  as  the 
construction  of  this  dome,  were  designed  in  this  office. 

HEATlNa  AND  VENTILATION. 

As  shown  by  my  last  annual  report,  the  heating  apparatus  was  mainly 
in  place  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  most  of  the  ventilating 
flues  were  ready  for  the  registers. 

On  the  15th  of  August  the  heating  apparatus,  being  on  the  hot-water 
system,  was  flUed  with  water  for  the  first  time.  Fires  were  lighted  in 
tiie  furnaces  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  to  test  the  condition  of  the 
mmense  number  of  joints  in  the  apparatus  and  the  circulation  of  the 
water,  with  an  entirely  satisfactory  result  in  both  particulars.  But  few 
joints  or  valves  recpiired  any  tightening  or  repacking,  and  this  being 
immediately  done,  the  apparatus  was  ready  for  use.  The  suspended 
system  of  main  flow  pipes  was  coveied  in  the  month  of  December  with 
a  non-conducting  coat  of  asbestos  board,  hair  felt,  heavy  paper,  and 
canvas,  applied  over  each  other  in  the  order  mentioned. 

MAIN  STAIRWAYS. 

The  last  stone  of  the  main  stairs — so  nearly  completed  at  the  close  of 
the  kst  fiscal  year — was  set  on  the  18th  of  July.  It  was  necessary  to 
await  the  completion  of  the  plastering  and  other  rough  work  before  the 
hand-railing  and  balusters  could  be  safely  erected  upon  the  stairs  and 
landings.  The  railings  of  mahogany  had  been  commenced  the  previous 
June,  and  were  ready  to  go  in  place  about  the  first  of  December,  at 
which  time  it  had  been  expected  to  have  on  hand  a  sufficient  number  of 
balusters  (bronze)  to  commence  setting  them  up.  A  contract  was  made 
for  the  balusters,  including  the  bronze  hardware  for  the  building  in  gen- 
eral, on  the  19th  of  the  previous  September ;  but  none  of  the  Imlnsters 
were  received  at  the  building  until  March  26,  and  then  only  a  very 
small  number.  The  erection  of  the  railing  was  at  last  began  on  the  2d 
of  April,  and  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time  as  fast  as  the  bal- 
usters were  delivered.  At  this  date  there  are  still  lacking  one  baluster 
for  the  first  story,  and  the  two  newel  posts  for  the  basement  story. 
The  railing  has  been-  finished  and  polished,  however,  down  to  tliese 
j)oints.  The  contractors  for  the  bronze  work  seemed  to  labor  under  un- 
expected difiiculties,  while  the  nature  of  the  work  rendered  it  inexi)€dient 
for  tlie  United  States  to  cancel  the  contract  and  procure  the  work  else- 
Avhere.    The  balusters  and  newel  posts  were  designed  in  this  office. 

PLASTERING  AND  STUCCO  WORK. 

The  plastering  and  stucco  work  was  well  under  way  at  the  clode  of 
the  last  fiscal  year,  and  was  continued  vigorously  in  all  its  branches 
from  that  tune  until  it  was  essentially  finished,  about  February  1-  Com- 
mencoment  was  made  in  the  fourth  and  attic  stories,  and  the  work  con- 
tinued downward  through  the  building  in  the  usual  manner.  Plastering 
of  the  basement  was  begun  on  September  28,  and  in  the  main  stairway- 
wells  on  October  22. 
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All  the  cornicing  and  other  stucco  work  was  completed  on  January 
7,  excepting  that  at  the  elevator  landings.  All  branches  of  this  work 
were  executed  by  the  workmen  at  the  building,  all  the  plaster  ornaments 
and  molds  being  cast  and  finished  there. 

The  profiles  of  cornices  and  moldings  and  the  plaster  ornaments 
thereon  were  copied  fix)m  the  similar  work  in  the  south  wing,  in  order 
to  continue  a  uniform  design  and  style  of  finish  throughout  the  interior, 
as  must  be  done  upon  the  exterior  of  the  building.  This  will  render  the 
opening  of  the  corridors  through  from  wing  to  wing  entirely  practicable 
whenever  it  should  be  desirable. 

WOODWORK  AND  FLOORING 

The  woodwork  in  the  building  consists,  besides  the  flooring  of  rooms, 
of  the  doors,  window-sash,  and  water-closet  finish.  The  latter  is  generally 
of  black  walnut  and  the  two  former  generally  of  mahogany — ^the  doors  of 
the  cellar  and  a  part  of  the  attic  and  the  finish  of  the  cellar  water-closets 
being  of  white  pine. 

The  greater  part  of  this  work  was  got  out  by  hand  in  the  shops  dur- 
ing the  summer,  and  was  put  together  and  into  place  during  the  late  fall 
and  winter  under  the  natural  heat  of  the  building.  For  this  purpose  the 
heating  apparatus  was  kept  running  at  a  suitable  temperature  fix)m  the 
1st  of  September  until  the  building  was  completed  and  turned  over  to 
the  departments. 

Hanging  of  windows  was  begun  in  the  fourth  story  on  October  3,  and 
the  hanging  of  doors  in  the  attic  on  November  30.  Laying  of  the  cement 
floors  of  the  attic  wa«  begun  on  August  23,  and  finished  September  16. 
That  of  the  pine  floors  was  begun  in  the  fourth  story  on  October  1;  The 
marquetry  floor  of  the  Secretery's  room  on  the  second  floor  was  com- 
menced by  the  contractor  for  that  work  on  the  17th  of  March,  and  was 
the  last  thing  finished  ui  the  building  before  it  was  turned  over  to  the 
departments. 

GLAZING. 

For  all  windows  and  door  transoms  in  the  building  the  glass  used  was 
the  best  American  double  thick,  and  the  best  British  polished  plate  (J 
inch  thick),  the  former  being  used  only  in  the  windows  of  the  sub-base- 
ment, and  the  latter  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  building.  All  the 
skylight  glass  exposed  to  the  weather  had  been  set  in  place  during  the 
previous  fiscal  year.  On  September  26  the  glazing  of  window-sash  was 
commenced  in  the  fourth  storj',  and  was  mainly  completed  throughout 
the  building  in  season  to  close  it  against  the  winter  weather. 

The  ground  and  colored  glass  of  the  skylight  over  the  main  stairways 
was  set  during  the  month  of  March,  and  was  finished  on  the  28th  of  the 
same  month. 

TILING. 

Excepting  the  cellar  or  sub-basement  story,  all  the  floors  of  corridors 
and  water-closets  throughout  the  building,  and  also  the  floors  of  the 
upper  attic,  were  tiled.  The  material  used  consisted  of  marble  fix)m 
the  quarries  at  Swanton,  Vt.,  excepting  the  black  tiles  and  borders 
in  the  corridors  and  stairway  landings  of  the  attic;  the  former  consist- 
ing of  black  slate  tiles — a  surplus  from  the  construction  of  the  south 
wing — and  a  part  of  the  latter  being  from  Glens  FaUs,  N.  Y. 

All  the  tiles  are  twelve  inches  square  by  1  inch  in  thickness,  and  are 
laid  alternately  white  and  black,  well  bedded  in  hydraulic  cement 
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mortar.  The  work  was  commenced  on  September  17^  in  the  north  attic 
corridor,  and  progressed  as  rapidly  as  other  operations  would  permit, 
until  it  was  finished  early  in  January,  except  the  elevator  landings, 
which  were  tiled  later.  The  area  of  tile  flooring  is  about  21,000  squaie 
feet,  nearly  half  an  acre. 

PAE^Tma  AND  HARD  WOOD  FINISHING. 

This  branch  of  the  work  was  carried  on  in  its  proper  order  and  with 
unusual  care,  famishing  not  only  a  most  durable  protection  to  the  iron 
and  wood  work,  but  bringing  out  the  ornamentation  of  tiie  one  and  the 
natural  beauty  of  the  other  in  a  pleasing  degree.  All  the  iron  work 
received  five  coats  of  paint  besides  a  thin  wash  of  light  color  on  some 
of  the  raised  parts. 

The  materials  used  included  about  3,400  pounds  of  red  lead,  3.700 
pounds  of  white  lead,  and  460  gallons  of  raw  linseed  oil;  figures  whidi 
furnish  a  basis  for  a  rough  estimate  of  the  great  extent  of  surfiace  to  be 
covered. 

As  all  the  iron- work  was  delivered  at  the  building  unpainted  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  applying  the  priming  coat  of  red-lead  paint,  as  was 
done,  in  a  thorough  maimer. 

The  heavier  part  of  the  painting  and  finishing  was  done  during  the 
early  winter  months,  but  it  was  not  entirely  completed  until  the  middle 
of  April.  The  dome  of  the  stairways  was  painted  and  decorated  by 
the  regular  force  on  the  building  in  the  early  part  of  the  winter.  Tbe 
painting  and  decoration  of  the  Secretary's  room  and  the  four  commnni- 
cating  rooms  north  and  south  of  it  was  performed  under  contract  be- 
tween the  5th  of  February  and  the  3d  of  April. 

PLUMBING. 

My  last  annual  report  showed  that  all  the  principal  pipes  for  the  water 
and  gas  supply  and  i'or  drainage  had  been  put  in  during  the  previous 
fiscal  year.  The  work  remaining  to  be  done  consisted,  therefore,  of  the 
I)luml)ing  proper,  namely,  the  i)lacing  and  connecting  all  the  water- 
closets,  urinals,  wash-basins,  slop-sinks,  and  bath-tubs,  and  supplying 
them  with  water,  hot  or  cold,  or  both,  as  the  case  might  be. 

The  Demorest  water-closet  was  used  throughout  the  building  except- 
ing the  sub-basement,  which  was  provided  with  plain  hoppers  and  auto- 
matic spring-valves. 

There  are  two  apartments  on  each  of  the  six  floors  of  the  building 
set  apart  for  water-closet  uses,  each  of  which  contains  four  closet^ 
three  urinals,  a  wash-basin,  and  a  slop-sink,  excepting  the  two  cellar 
rooms,  which  contain  each  four  water-closets  and  two  urinals  only. 

In  addition  to  these  apartments  there  are  two  completely  fitted  rooms 
with  bath-tub,  water-closet,  &c.,  in  communication  with  the  Secretary's 
suite  of  rooms  on  the  second  floor.  There  were  also  provided  a  two- 
basin  wash-stand  in  the  room  intended  for  the  draughtsmen  of  the 
Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  and  a  three-basin  wash-stand  and  bath- 
room adjacent  to  each  of  the  rooms  for  the  engineers  in  charge  of  tiie 
heating-apparatus  and  machinery  in  the  cellar. 

The  work  was  commenced  on  the  18th  of  November  and  was  finished 
on  the  1st  of  March.  All  pipes  and  fittings  used  were  of  ample  siie; 
good  ventilation  was  secured,  and  the  entire  work  was  planned  and  ex- 
ecuted upon  the  most  approved  sanitary  principles,  and  in  the  most  sub- 
stantial manner. 
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As  the  Potomac  water  serrice,  from  which  the  buildmg  draws  its  sup- 
ply, flows  with  certainty  no  higher  than  the  second  floor,  two  sets  of 
steam  pumps  and  tanks  were  provided.  The  tanks  have  a  capacity  of 
about  4,100  gallons  each,  and  may  be  easily  filled  in  twenty  minutes. 
For  a  further  description  of  this  apparatus  reference  is  made  to  the  copy 
of  a  letter  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  further  on. 

GAS-FIXTURES,  MANTELS,   GRATES,  ETC. 

The  hanging  of  the  gas-fixtures  was  commenced  on  the  13th  day  of 
March,  and  was  completed  on  the  15th  day  of  April.  There  were  hung 
262  chandeliers  and  89  brackets,  of  all  kinds.  As  a  rule  the  rooms  were 
provided  with  6-light  chandeliers ;  but  there  were  also  a  considerable 
number  of  5-light  chandeliers  having  center  slides  with  argand  burners, 
for  use  over  the  desks  of  principal  oflBcers  and  clerks.  All  principal 
corridor  fixtures  were  4-light  chandeliers. 

The  setting  of  mantels  was  begun  on  the  9th  of  March  and  finished 
on  the  10th  of  April.-  There  were  thirty-three  mantels  of  marble  and 
two  of  slate.  Each  mantel  contains  a  fireplace,  which  is  also  a  ventilat- 
ing duct,  provided  with  a  handsome  grate  and  a  soapstone  lining.  The 
lining  of  fireplaces  and  setting  the  grates  followed  closely  the  erection 
of  the  mantels,  and  was  completed  April  14. 

Each  of  the  principal  rooms,  such  as  those  to  be  occupied  by  heads  of 
bureaus  or  their  chief  clerks,  was  provided  with  a  set  of  picture  rods 
securely  attached  to  the  brick  walls  or  iron  partitions  about  4  inches  be- 
low the  stucco  cornice.  They  consisted  of  large  brass  pipes,  gilded,  and 
containing  closely-fitting  round  iron  rods  for  stiffness,  and  were  secured 
by  brass  bolts  or  screws  having  heads  of  appropriate  shape,  size,  and 
finish.  Twenty-eight  rooms  were  fitted  with  these  rods,  which  amounted 
in  all  to  1,359J  running  feet. 

ELEVATORS. 

Two  steam  elevators,  communicating  with  every  floor  in  the  building 
except  the  cock-loft — seven  in  all — were  provided  at  points  equidistant 
from  the  center  of  the  building.  The  south  elevator  is  a  handsome  pas- 
senger car,  designed  in  this  office,  while  the  north  elevator  car  is  of  a 
plainer  though  quite  tasteful  design,  and  is  intended  for  use  in  elevating 
parcels  of  freight  as  well  as  passengers. 

These  machines  as  arranged  and  constructed  are  the  best  of  steam 
elevators,  being  provided  with  every  safeguard  against  serious  accident, 
and  requiring  only  that  degree  of  reasonable  care  and  intelligent  hand- 
ling that  should  be  unremittingly  practiced  with  every  apparatus  to 
which  human  life  and  limb  are  intrusted. 

The  preliminary  work  of  getting  the  elevators  into  place  was  com- 
menced on  the  7th  of  November.  Foundations  for  the  engines  in  the 
cellar  were  commenced  on  Febniary  18,  and  steam  was  admitted  for  the 
first  time  on  the  26th  of  March.  Everything,  including  the  gallery 
fronts,  annunciators,  and  gas-lights,  was  fully  completed  on  the  11th  of 
April. 

LIBRARY. 

This  large  room,  situated  on  the  fourth  floor,  in  the  center  pavilion, 
remains  unfinished,  owing  to  the  complicated  and  special  nature  of  its 
design.  Considerable  time  was  necessarily  consumed  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  detail  drawings  and  the  models  of  ornamental  work.    AH  the 
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architectural,  ornamental,  and  constmctive  featores  were  designed  and 
arranged  in  this  office,  excepting  the  encaustic  tiled  floor,  the 'Originfid  de- 
sign of  which  was  somewhat  modified  to  suit  that  of  the  lowest  ocHn- 
petitive  bidder. 

The  walls,  ceilings,  gallery-flooring,  and  book-cases  will  consist  entirely 
of  cast  iron,  with  marble  panels  and  a  skylight  of  white  ground  glass. 

The  general  arrangement  of  space  embraces  one  large  central  room, 
two  stories  in  height,  surrounded  at  the  second  story  by  a  gallery,  ana 
communicating  tlm)ugh  archways  on  the  north  and  south  sides,  in  eudi 
story,  with  alcoves  containing  the  book-cases  and  the  hiuid  elevatois 
which  connect  the  stories. 

In  the  month  of  February,  the  wrought-iron  girders,  framework,  and 
trusses  to  carry  alcove  partitions  were  put  in  place.  There  are  four 
hedvy  main  girders,  running  east  and  west  from  wall  to  wall,  for  carrying 
the  ceiling  and  the  attic  flooring.  This  flooring  may  be  sa£dy  loaded 
with  a  weight  of  at  least  150  pounds  per  square  foot. 

Proposals  for  the  cast-iron  work  were  invited  on  the  Slst  of  Decem- 
ber, but  owing  to  the  delay  in  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  tiie  con- 
tract was  not  entered  into  until  March  5.  The  erection  of  the  cast-iron 
work  was  commenced  on  the  11th  of  June,  and  is  now  progressing 
rapidly. 

COURT- YARD,  AREA  WALLS,  COAL-VAULTS,  ETC. 

Preparations  for  the  following-described  court-yard  work  were  made 
at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  necessary  excavations  were  be- 
gun on  July  22,  but  suffered  considerable  delay  firom  long-continaedwet 
weather.  The  concrete  foundation  of  the  south- wing  area  wall  was  be- 
gun on  September  11,  the  brickwork  of  the  vaults  of  that  wing  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  and  the  setting  of  stone  on  October  16,  by  which  time  simi- 
lar parts  of  the  walls  and  vaults  of  the  east  wing  were  well  under- 
way. All  of  the  masonry  and  the  earth  covering  of  the  vaults  was 
completed  by  the  last  of  November.  The  iron  staks  and  hoists  were 
put  up  during  the  winter. 

On  June  23  the  l^^ing  of  an  asplialtiim  pavement,  with  a  base  of  hy- 
draulic cement  concrete,  was  commenced  upon  the  surface  of  the  north 
and  south  coiut-yards  lying  over  and  near  to  the  coal- vaults  and  steam- 
boiler  rooms  previously  built.  Damage  to  the  contractor's  works  by 
lire  at  that  time  has  delayed  the  completion  of  the  pavement  until  now, 
but  it  is  expected  to  be  finished  in  a  few  days.  The  thickness  of  the 
asphaltum  is  2i  inches,  and  of  the  concrete  base  6  inches. 

The  capacity  of  the  coal-vaults  of  the  south  wing  is  200  gross  tons, 
and  of  each  set  of  vaults  for  the  east  wing  150  gross  tons. 

So  much  of  all  this  work  as  fell  immediately  opposite  the  rear  wall  of 
the  south  wing  was  i>aid  for  by  the  State  Department  from  an  appropri- 
ation available  for  the  purpose;  the  cost  being,  for  walls,  coal- vaults, 
iron  stairs,  and  hoist,  $8,900.50,  and  for  the  asphaltum  pavement, 
$462.67.  The  last  item  covered  243  square  yards,  equivalent  to  one- 
fourth  of  the  surface  of  the  entue  south  couit-yard,  and  is,  therefore, 
all  that  the  State  Depfirtment  should  ever  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the 
original  pa^ing  of  the  coiut-yards  of  the  building. 

APPROACHES  AND  DRIVEWAYS. 

This  work  comprised  the  sidewalk,  steps,  and  parts  of  the  stone  but- 
tresses of  the  main  entrance,  the  fences  on  the  east  front,  and  the 
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Tiecessary  excavations  and  foundations  therefor.  It  was  all  well  started 
at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  but  was  delayed  somewhat  through 
the  summer  by  the  non-arrival  of  cut  stone  fix)m  the  contractors. 

The  last  of  the  granite  and  blue-stone  flagging  arrived  on  August  26, 
after  which  all  the  masonry  was  finished  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The 
last  step  of  the  main  entrance  was  set  on  November  8,  and  the  sidewalk, 
including  the  taking  up  and  resetting  to  true  grade  of  that  part  belong- 
ing to  the  south  wing,  was  finished  on  November  27. 

A  stout  movable  hand-railing,  to  consist  of  a  single  rail  with  three 
posts,  is  in  process  of  manufact^e  for  each  of  the  four  low  stone  plat- 
forms projecting  into  the  driveways  from  the  basement  corridor.  The 
material  will  be  heavy  brass  pipe  and  fittings,  and  the  railings  will  be 
set  in  place  in  a  few  days. 

Most  of  the  iron  fence  was  put  up  between  the  10th  and  14th  of  De- 
cember. Grading  and  sodding  the  included  plats  were  done  in  the  early 
part  of  October. 

On  the  6th  of  March  the  work  of  laying  an  asphaltum  and  hydraulic 
cement  concrete  pavement  in  the  driveways  from  tlie  curbstone  of  Exec- 
utive Avenue  to  the  court-yards  was  commenced,  and  finished  on  the 
27th  of  the  same  month.  About  this  time  the  six  candelabra  posts  were 
set  up  along  the  front,  and  the  lanterns  put  up  early  in  April. 

Between  May  22  and  June  9  the  surface  of  West  Executive  avenue, 
extending  from  the  north  gateway  nearly  to  the  east  entrance  of  the 
State  Department,  was  coated  with  good  gravel,  12  inches  in  thickness 
on  the  center  line,  and  well  rolled.  At  the  same  time  the  gutter  next 
the  new  curb  was  paved. 

CLEANING  DOWN  STONEWORK. 

This  long  and  tedious  operation,  which  included  pointing  of  the  joints 
was  begun  on  the  7th  of  October,  was  suspended  during  freezing 
weather,  and  finally  completed  on  the  15th  of  April. 

EN  GENERAL. 

It  was  noticed  that  the  sheet-copper  lining  of  the  gutters  on  the  cop- 
ing of  the  court-yard  walls,  although  laid  with  all  the  usual  care  witii 
soft-solder  connections,  frequently  gave  way  in  the  joints  and  leaked 
badly.  Accordingly,  a  copper  lining  was  devised  and  substituted  for 
the  old  one,  which  will  doubtless  overcome  the  difficulty.  It  consists  of 
single  strips  of  copper  made  up  of  large  sheets  brazed  together  and  con- 
nected to  the  roofing  copper  and  to  the  edge  of  the  coping  by  means  of 
copper  rivets.  No  sign  of  leakage  has  been  discovered  since  the  im- 
provement was  made  some  two  months  ago,  nor  in  one  trial-section 
which  was  laid  in  December. 

A  temporary  covered  bridge  to  communicate  between  the  second 
story  of  the  old  building  for  the  Kavy  Department  and  the  first  story 
of  the  new  building  was  constructed  in  the  latter  part  of  March. 

The  labor  needed  in  the  several  branches  of  direct  construction  or 
putting  materials  together  in  the  building  was  generally  employed  by 
the  United  States,  under  skilled  and  careftd  foremen :  by  which  means 
workmanship  of  uncommon  accuracy,  strength,  perfection,  and  dura- 
bility throughout  was  obtained.  Accidents  to  workmen  and  materials 
have  been,  for  the  same  reason,  rare,  and  generally  unimportant — a 
noteworthy  fact  when  the  many  hazards  attending  their  movements  on. 
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SO  large  a  scale  and  the  tendency  of  workmen  to  become  careless  iioia 
familiarity  with  danger  are  considered. 

At  the  request  of  the  Navy  Department,  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engi- 
neering was  permitted  to  have  the  use  of  the  northeast  attic  store-room 
in  the  south  curtain  from  about  the  1st  of  November.  They  at  once 
fitted  up  the  room  with  shelving,  and  commenced  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber to  remove  thence  their  record-books.  By  the  further  request  of  that 
depaitment,  effort  was  made  to  finish  the  long  room  on  the  court-yard 
side  of  the  third  story  south,  as  far  as  possible,  in  advance  of  otlier 
rooms,  for  the  benefit  of  the  same  bureau.  This  bureau  commenced  to 
move  in  their  furniture  on  the  13th  of  January,  and  took  possession 
with  their  corps  of  draughtsmen  on  the  19th  of  March. 

It  was  expected  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  that  this  wing  of 
the  building,  exclusive  of  the  library,  would  be  made  ready  for  occupa- 
pancy  by  March  1, 1879 ;  but  owing  to  a  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labor 
during  nearly  six  months  of  the  time,  to  conform  with  the  similar  action 
of  the  Navy  Department  at  its  yards,  one  month's  extra  time  was  con- 
sumed upon  the  work.  Although  essentially  ready  on  the  Ist  of  April, 
the  date  of  full  completion,  excepting  the  library  and  handrailing  of  the 
main  stairs,  was  unavoidably  further  delayed  until  the  15th  of  April,  by 
the  tardiness  of  the  contractors  for  fiimishing  gas-fixtures  and  mantels 
throughout  the  building,  and  the  marquetry-flooring  in  the  Secretaiy's 
room.  On  the  latter  day,  however,  the  work  of  thoroughly  and  neatly 
clearing  up  and  locking  the  corridor-doors  of  the  builmng  was  finally 
completed  to  await  the  time  for  delivering  the  building  into  the  ctaaxige 
of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  which  were  to  occupy  it  togetiher 
pending  the  construction  of  the  north  wing.  In  the  afternoon  of  April 
16^  1879,  the  building  was  formally  turned  over  to  the  Secretaries  of 
W  ar  and  Na^'y,  and  the  koj's  deposited  in  their  ])ossession.  XJiwn  the 
same  date  there  was  furnished  to  the  Navy  Department  (which  is  finally 
to  occupy  the  entire  wing)  a  set  of  twelve  drawings,  accompanied  by  the 
following  memoir : 

Office  of  Buildinc.  for  State,  Waij,  and  Navy  Depahtmexts, 

CoKXEK  17t:i  and  F  Streets, 

nanhington,  1).  C,  Ajml  16,  1^0. 

Sir:  For  tho  information  of  tlic  dcpartnionts  jihont  to  occupy  the  east  winjj  of  the 
building  for  State,  AVar,  and  Navy  l)('])artnicntH,  1  have  tlic  hcMior  to  transmit,  with 
th(5  f(dh)\ving  remarks,  twtdve  drawin«jfH  showing  the  loeaticms  and  arrangement  of 
hoilers,  immjis,  pii)e8,  air-ducts  and  tines  eomprised  in  the  system  of  heating  and  ven- 
tihition,  tlie  water,  gas,  and  telegrapli  service,  tlio  sowor.age,  and  the  roof  and  area 
drainage  cd'  tliis  wing. 

To  avoid  confusion  in  the  drawings,  some  idpes  of  minor  importance  have  been 
omitted,  but  care  has  been  taken  that  the  drawings  and  visibhi  i)art8  of  the  Bystem."* 
of  pipes,  &('.,  referred  to,  takc-n  together,  shouhl  furnish  a  ready  guide  to*  a  full 
knowledge  of  them. 

water  sxtpply. 

The  Potomac  water  nuiln  entering  the  building  branches  directly  to  each  of  the  main 
tanks  in  the  attic,  froni  which  these  branches  become  the  diK<'harge  or  ser\'ice  pipes. 
A  '* mixing  valve"  is  i)laced  in  each  of  these  pipes  at  the  basement,  tirst,  84^cona,  an<l 
third  tlooi*s,  respectively,  by  means  of  which  all  the  water-closets,  down  to  inolnde 
those  in  the  l)asement,  may  be  supplied  directly  from  tlie  tank,  or  from  the  Potomac, 
to  whatever  height  its  water  nuiy  rise.  The  marl»le  wash-basins  in  the  water-clcaetA 
are,  however,  all  supidied  with  cold  water  from  the  tanks  ahme  through  2-iuch  branch 
pipes  taken  otVthe^main  (3-incli)  risei-s  at  the  fourth  iloor.  These  2-inch  pipes  extend 
do^^Ti  to  tho  main' trench  in  the  sub-basement,  where  tliey  become  one  pipe,  which 
passes  to  the  bath-boiler  in  the  scuith  boiler-ro(nn,  supjdying  it  at  tank  pressure,  and 
thus  furnishing  a  sup])ly  oi  hot  water  to  the  basins  of  the  upper  water-closeta.  The 
same  2-inch  pi]»e  also  connects  with  the  cold-water  pipe  to  tlie  Secrt^tary's  bath-rooms 
on  the  sec(md  tioor,  and  8U]>i)li<'s  the  double  basin  in  the  draughting  room  of  the  Burean 
of  Steam  Engineering,  on  the  third  floor. 

By  means  of  two  steam  pumps  in  the  boiler-rooms  of  the  sub-basement  the  two  main 
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tanks  are  supplied  through  a  4-inch  rising  fire-pipe  in  each  elevator  hatchway,  pro- 
vided with  a  2^inch  fire-plug  in  the  corridor  of  each  story.  A  slide  valve  at  the  top 
of  each  rising  pipe,  actuated  by  means  of  wires  from  the  sub-basement,  will  instantly 
throw  the  fire-pipe  into  service  when  required.  Either  pump  discharges  into  either 
or  both  fire-pipes  at  pleasure. 

GAS  SERVICE. 

A  6-inch  gas  main  enters  the  building  at  the  center  of  the  center  pavilion,  branching 
into  two  4-inch  malns^  north  and  south,  respectively,  which  rise  directly  to  the  attic 
floor.  From  these  rising  mains  2-inch  corridor  mains  are  taken  off  at  each  floor,  sup- 
plying gas  to  one-half  of  the  story  immediately  below,  the  corridor  mains  in  the  attic 
floor  supplying  also  the  attic  story.  A  stop-cock  is  placed  in  each  of  these  2-inch 
branches  close  to  the  4-inch  rising  main  in  the  water-closet  pipe  shafts,  and  provided 
with  a  special  wrench  to  be  found  hanging  inside  the  door. 

The  positions  and  sizes  of  gas-fixtures  are  indicated  on  the  drawings.  A  few  blind 
drops  left  just  hidden  in  the  ceiling-plaster  are  represented  thus:  **0  Drop." 

TELEGRAPH  PIPES.  , 

These  are  shown  on  the  drawings  in  blue  lines,  and  consist  of  ^inch  and  ^-inch  lead 
pipes  embedded  in  the  cement  of  tne  floors.  They  are  arranged  with  outlets  concealed 
under  the  corridor  door  saddles,  in  the  positions  shown,  where  telegraph  wires  may  be 
threaded  through  them  when  it  is  desirable  that  the  wires  should  cross  or  run  along  a 
corridor.  Wires  are  expected  to  be  conducted  through  rooms  in  plowed  grooves  in 
the  wooden  floors.    Vertical  wires  may  be  placed  in  ventilating-flues. 

'VTINTILATION. 

Each  room  is  ventilated  through  a  fire-place  or  one  or  more  registers,  as  the  case 
may  be,  opening  into  flues  which  are  located  in  the  corridor  and 'transverse  walls. 
These  flues  are  generally  13  inches  by  13  inches  in  cross-section,  and  have  outlets 
independently  above  the  roof,  or  in  roof-ventilators  or  chimneys.  There  are  four  roof- 
ventilators  for  this  purpose,  each  provided  with  a  coil  of  circulating  pipes  connected 
Tvith  the  exhaust  steam-pix>es  from  the  pumps  and  elevator-engines,  tx>  accelerate  the 
upward  currents  of  air. 

In  order  to  accommodate  the  large  smoke-flues  of  the  heating-boilers,  as  well  as  to 
obtain  ventilation  of  the  sewer-trenches,  in  the  two  westerly  cnimneys  of  the  center 
pavilion,  it  was  necessary  to  throw  four  ventilating-flues  into  two  in  each  of  the  walls 
on  which  these  chimneys  stand.  This  was  done  about  midway  of  the  height  of  the 
third  story.  A  diagram  on  one  of  the  accompanying  sheets  indicates  the  room  served, 
or  the  duty  performed  by  each  flue  in  these  two  chimneys. 

HEATING- APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  for  heating  this  wing  is  upon  the  hot-water  »u8tem.  It  consists  of  four 
tubular  boilers,  in  two  pairs,  connected  together  and  with  all  the  heating-coils  in  the 
building,  by  a  system  of  flow  and  return  pipes,  in  such  a  manner  that  either  one  or 
more  of  the  boilers  may  heat  the  water  and  produce  a  circulation  throughout  the 
system. 

Every  part  of  the  building,  excepting  the  store-rooms  and  the  two  small  pavilion 
rooms  in  the  attic,  is  heated  by  this  apparatus.  It  is,  therefore,  of  necessity  exten- 
sive, but  not  complicated ;  the  system  of  piping  and  connections  to  heating-coils  being 
uniform  throughout. 

It  is  neeclless  to  remark  that  the  most  faithful  and  intelligent  supervision  is  abso- 
lutely essential  to  insure  to  the  department  a  satisfactory  heating  and  ventilation  of 
the  building,  preservation  of  the  apparatus,  and  economy  in  its  use.  No  man  not 
certainly  known  to  possess  the  requisite  qualities  should  be  intrusted  for  a  moment 
with  the  care  of  the  heating-apparatus,  steam-boilers,  elevator-engines,  and  pumps. 
The  men  performing  this  duty  snould  also  have  charge  of  the  heating-coils  throughout 
the  building,  as  the  valves  and  air-cocks  should  never  be  meddled  with  by  the  occu- 
pants of  the  rooms. 

The  following  general  rules  are  laid  down  for  the  proper  management  of  the  heat- 
ing-apparatus : 

1.  The  whole  apparatus  should  always  be  kept  full  of  water  the  year  round,  whether 
heated  or  not.  The  two  small  supply-tanks,  with  their  connections  in  the  fourth-story 
water-closets,  are  for  this  purpose  as  well  as  for  safety- vents,  and  should  never  be 
empty.  Thus  will  the  pipes,  &c.,  be  preserved,  by  preventing  the  formation  in  the 
interior  of  a  thick  coat  of  rust  each  time  they  are  laid  bare.  When  this  rule  is  strictly 
observed,  few  leaks  need  be  expected  for  many  years,  unless  pijjes  should  be  subjected 
to  shocks  or  displacement. 

2.  The  temperature  of  the  water  in  the  flow-pipes,  as  indicated  by  the  thermometer 
near  each  pair  of  boilers  in  the  corridor,  should  never  exceed  21(P,  The  average  tem- 
perature will  be  about  160°.    A  temperature  above  212°  would  not  be  likely  to  dam- 
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age  the  apparatus,  as  all  expansion  is  relieved  in  the  small  tanks  above  mentioned  ; 
hut  the  steam  generated  would  tend  to  collect  in  the  upper  sections  of  the  heating- 
coils  and  stop  the  circulation  of  the  water.  Attention  to  the  air-cocks  on  the  coils 
will  cause  the  steam  and  air  to  be  discharged  and  circulation  resumed. 

3.  In  cold  weather  the  air-dampers  of  all  the  coils,  both  direct  and  indirect,  should 
be  closed  at  night,  or  whenever  the  building  is  unoccupied.  The  heated  air  with 
which  the  buildinff  is  filled  may  thus  be  retained  by  a  stoppage  of  its  circulation  and 
economy  of  fuel  effected. 

4.  All  coil-valves  should  be  open  during  the  night  and  at  all  times  during  cold  wea- 
ther. Moreover,  they  should  never  be  entirely  closed  in  cold  weather,  unless  it  should 
be  necessary  to  draw  off'  the  water,  which  would  otherwise  be  in  danger  of  freezing. 

.5.  Air-cocks  on  tops  of  coils  should  be  opened  every  morning  to  blow  off  any  ac- 
cumulation of  air,  the  usual  cause  of  stoppage  in  the  circulation  of  hot  water.  Some 
of  the  air-cocks  may  require  more  frequent  attention  than  others. 

C.  The  air-dampers  of  direct  coils  may  be  regulated  by  the  occupant  of  the  room, 
while  those  of  indirect  coils  must  be  regulat^  by  the  engineer  in  the  sub-basement. 
These  air-dampers  and  the  registers  in  wall  flues  furnish  the  means  of  obtaining  any 
desirable  velocity  and  a  corre8^)onding  temperature  of  air-currents  within  certain  lim- 
its. Slow  inwanl  currents  are  likely  to  be  warmer  than  those  of  high  velocity.  Cold-air 
dampers  at  the  coils  should  generally  not  be  as  wide  open  on  the  weather  side  of  the 
building  on  windy  days  as  on  quiet  days.  When  inlet  dampers  and  registers  are  wide 
open,  the  outlet  or  ventilating  registers  should  also  be  wide  open,  to  give  a  good  cir- 
culation and  constant  change  of  air.  The  outlet  registers  may  generally  be  left  open 
at  all  times. 

7.  Should  it  become  necessary  to  repair  a  direct  heating-coil,  it  may  be  disconnected 
from  the  system  by  drawing  ott  the  water  from  the  rising  pines  which  feed  it.  Tbia 
will  also  empty  such  other  direct  coils  as  may  be  fed  by  the  risers.  Indirect  coila 
(those  in  the  sub-basement)  may  be  disconnected  individually  by  merely  closing  the 
two  valves  and  drawing  off  the  water  through  the  waste-pipe. 

8.  In  case  of  a  leak  in  a  boiler  or  main  pipe,  requiring  the  water  to  be  drawn  off  to 
make  repairs,  the  heat  in  the  building  may  be  retained  for  a  short  time,  twenty-four 
hours,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  weather,  by  closing  the  coil-valves,  and  taking 
care  at  the  same  time  to  close  the  air-damperSy  should  the  weather  be  freezing  cold.  One- 
half  the  building  may  be  kept  under  heat  with  the  water  entirely  drawn  off  the  other 
half,  by  closing  the  valves  in  flow  and  return  mains  at  the  center  of  the  sub-basement 
corridor. 

No  valves  have  been  placed  on  the  boiler  connections  on  account  of  the  danger  of 
their  being  improperly  used.  Such  valves  closed  at  the  wrong  moment,  through  mis- 
take or  malicious  intent,  would  cut  off  circulation  and  endanger  the  boilers.  This 
might  occur,  even  after  the  tires  had  been  drawn,  from  the  heat  remaining  in  the  sur- 
rounding mass  of  brickwork. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  above  eight  rule^  for  the  management  of  the 
heating  and  ventilation  be  pinnted  and  permanently  posted  up  in  eacn  of  the  engi- 
neer's rooms  in  the  sub-basement. " 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  LINCOLN  CASEY, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Corps  o/Engineera. 

Hon.  R.  W.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Steps  have  just  been  taken  to  procure  118  blind  or  screen  doors  of 
w  hite  pine  for  as  many  of  tlie  comdor  doorways.  Of  this  number  71 
are  wanted  for  the  Xavy  Department  and  47  for  the  War  Department. 

The  contracts  entered  into  and  in  force  during  the  year  are  summarizc^d 
in  the  following  table : 


Date  of  • 
coutract.i 


Subject. 


Name  of  contractor. 


Amounts 


1877 

2s' uv.    1  Cast-iron  window  and  door  fi-anies  and     Jos.  Hall  Sc  Co !     $58, 847  71 

'      triumiings.  !  j 

Jan.     8  '  Flange  pipe,  &c..  for  heating  apparatus.   Bartlett,  Bobbins  &.  Co. 

8  t  Boilers,  &c.,  for  heating  apparatna • do 


Feb.     8  ,  Cast-iron  ornaments  for  peuiments , do 

15     Iron  stairs,  attic C.  A.  Schneider  dc  Sons' 

Mar.  25     Lime '  Mary  E.  Godey 


28 


Granite  for  fence  and  steps Bodwell  Granite  Com- 
pany. 


16,848  00 

12,248  00 

3,000  00 

1,096  96 

$1.08perbbL 

of  240  lbs. 

$17,682  91 


Present  con- 
dition. 


Completed. 


Completed. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

'Do. 

Do. 
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May  IS 


PUiter  of  ParJB 

Iron  work  for  dome  of  (talrwB^s 

Cwt-iruD   Bkirtiugs.  bases,  and   doot 
saddles. 

Qeorglitplne  fiooring 

Blue-Btoae  aagging 

FUUgluB '.'.'.'..'...'...'....'..... 

Marble  UIbb 

Bionse  faardwar«  and  stairway  balu>- 

PlnmblngmaterlaU 

Iron  fenoe,  driTcway  gal«B,  area  Btalra, 

'WrouEhl-iron  elrderB  and  fhimework 
for  Dbrary. 

Marquetry  floor 

D«contivepaintui|r,... ,,....,,.. 

Cast-iron  work  for  Bbrary 

Encanstic  Eiling 

Cast-iron  Bhslving,  &c.  for  library 

Aspbaltum  parement  in  cflQityaid 

Marble  panels  for  library 


J.G.  &  J.  M.  Waters.. 

Poolson  &  £i[er 

Jo».Hall&Co 

CB-Chnrcb  &  Bona  .. 

JohnldaiweU 

Otis  BrotbeiB  &  Co  ... 

E.A.Boyd 

M.Oiblin&Co 

HopkluB  &  Uicklnsan 
MaDiifocturing  Com- 

Tboman  Somerville . . . 
JoB.Esll<kCo 

CbarlesE.Ball&Co.. 

Arcber    &    Pancoast 
Mana&ctnriDg  Com . 

^m.  ll.  Jackson  it  Co 

A.  H.  AndreiTB  &  Co . . 

JohnHerbold 

Poulwa  &£ger. 

Sbarplesa  &  Watts  ... 
J.  Vernon  Campbell. . . 
Joku  S.  Baldwin 

FiBher&Bird 


S.430O 
7,  111  0 

ie,ooo« 


The  following  table  sliows  the  strength  of  the  working  force  actually 
employed  upon  the  east  wing  on  the  first  day  of  each  mouth,  exclusive  of 
the  few  men,  nutnberiDg  from  half  a  dozen  to  perhaps  twenty  in  all, 
usually  at  work  for  contractors  in  putting  up  certain  parts  of  the  man- 
u&«tured  material  furniahed  by  them : 


Kind  of  work. 

^ 

i 

1 
1 
1 

1 

! 
1 

f 

31 

i! 

J 
11 

1 

£1 

i 
J 

1 

■i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

Stone  w  tk 

.. 

1« 

1 

i 

M 

31 

1 

2T 

jlj 

58 

35 
278 

i4 

'i 

17 

s 

31 

*"t 

■Y 

1« 

S 

3 

■^''*^' 

va  .'«) 

513 

545  57! 

510 

4M 

m. 

183 

13fl 

13 

u 

PROBABLE  OPEEATIONS  FOE  THE  FISCAL  TEAE  1879-'80. 

As  shown  by  the  foregoing  report,  the  library  and  main  stair-railing 
are  the  only  pieces  of  nnfini^ed  work  pertaining  to  the  conatmction  of 
the  ea«t  wing.  The  stair-railing  will  be  entirely  finished  as  soon  as  the 
parts  wanted  are  received,  probably  in  two  or  three  weeks.  Nearly  all 
tbe  material  required  for  the  completion  of  the  library  Las  been  con- 
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tracted  for  and  is  in  active  preparation.    It  is  expected  to  finish  the 
work  early  in  the  coming  fall. 
Xo  further  appropriations  are  required  for  this  wing  of  the  building. 

NORTH  WING,  OR  PART  OF  THE  NEW  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

An  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress,  and  approved  March  3  last 
for  the  construction  of  the  north  wing,  previous  appropriations  having 
been  mainly  available  only  for  the  preparation  of  granite  for  the  exterior 
walls. 

At  this  date  there  is  on  the  ground  ready  for  use  all  the  cut  granite, 
excepting  five  pieces,  required  for  the  sub-basement  story  and  area  walls, 
both  front  and  court  yard,  nearly  all  the  cut  granite  for  the  front  walb 
of  the  basement  story,  and  all  but  two  pieces  for  the  first  story  front 
Some  of  the  cut  granite  for  the  second  story  has  already  been  received, 
while  the  cutting  and  delivery  of  all  that  remains  to  complete  the  front 
walls  of  the  basement  and  the  court-yard  wall  to  the  top  of  the  second 
story  are  going  on  rapidly.  Cut  granite  for  the  backing,  piers,  and  foot 
ing  course  for  the  walls  of  the  sub-basement  or  cellar  is  also  being  rapidly 
prepared,  and  will  be  delivered  in  season  for  use. 

The  first  important  steps  to  be  taken  towards  the  direct  constmction 
of  this  wing  consisted  in  clearing  the  site.  This  necessitated  the  removal 
of  the  old  building  for  the  War  Department,  which  stood  entirely  within 
the  limits  of  the  site — its  corridor  axis  being  only  about  1  foot  9  inches 
southward  and  nearly  parallel  to  that  of  the  new  building. 

After  the  completion  of  the  east  wing  to  the  extent  described  in  the 
foregoing  repoi*t  upon  it,  a  partial  suspension  of  operations  upon  tiie 
building  necessarily  occurred  until  the  old  building  for  the  War  Dcqpart- 
ment  could  bo  vacated  by  the  removal  of  its  occupants,  according  to  a 
prearranged  plan,  to  tem])orary  accommodations  in  the  north  half  of  the 
east  wing,  and  to  the  third  and  a  ])art  of  the  first  fioors  in  the  old  build- 
ing for  the  Navy  Department.  This  removal  commenced  immediately 
after  the  Ifith  of  April. 

Previous  to  tliis  date,  however  (April  7),  the  demolition  of  the  portico, 
consisting  of  six  i)lain  round  columns  with  Ionic  capitals,  entablature, 
and  two  antne  of  sandstone,  from  the  north  front  of  the  old  buildmg  for 
the  AVar  Department,  was  commenced  and  continued  until  nearly  all  the 
stones  were  carofidly  separated  and  safely  landed  on  the  ground.  Thii 
was  d(me  in  conformity  with  an  order  from  the  AVar  Department  to  tiun 
the  stones  of  this  poitico  over  to  the  Quartennaster-General  of  the  Army, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  Arlington  National  Cemetery,  where  the  old 
columns  could  be  preserved  and  utilized  appropriately  at  its  portals. 
The  stones  were  boxed  and  removed  by  the  (Juaitennaster-General  as 
fast  as  they  were  ready. 

On  the  0th  of  A[)ril  the  work  of  extending  the  sewer  in  the  center  of 
AYest  Executive  avenue  northward  to  the  north  wing  was  commenced. 
This  sewer  was  completed  as  far  as  the  east  wall  of  that  wing  on  the 
5th  of  May. 

On  the  21st  of  A]>ril  work  was  commenced  on  the  ground  between  the 
old  buildings  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  to  remove  an  old  tern- 
])orary  cement  and  plaster  shed,  fell  the  trees,  and  cut  down  the  earth 
some  four  feet  to  the  level  of  the  new  court-yard.  This  earth-cutting 
extended  around  the  west  end  of  the  old  building  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  to  the  lower  sidewalk  of  Seventeenth  street,  and  was  com- 
pleted on  the  ICth  of  May. 

It  was  exi>ected  that  the  old  building  for  the  AVar  Department  would 
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have  been  vacated  before  this  time;  but  it  was  not  finally  turned  over 
to  this  office  until  the  22d  of  May.  On  that  day  the  letter  of  the  de- 
partment, giving  the  requisite  authority^  was  received,  and  work  was  at 
once  activdy  commenced  upon  the  roof  to  tear  the  old  building  down. 
As  large  a  force  as  could  safely  and  advantageously  work  together  was 
employed  until  the  last  brick  or  other  vestige  of  the  old  building  was 
removed  on  the  16th  of  June. 

But  comparatively  little  of  the  old  material  thus  gained  could  be  of 
service  in  tiie  construction  of  the  new  building.  Only  a  portion  of  the 
bricks  would  be  fit  to  lay  in  the  permanent  walls,  owing  to  their  varia- 
ble sizes  and  degrees  of  hardness,  and  the  cost  of  culling  and  cleaning. 
Some  of  the  old  timber,  piping,  slates,  and  window-sashes  were  pre- 
served for  temporary  use  in  the  new  work.  The  material  was,  therefore, 
piled  in  separate  lots  on  the  ground  south  of  the  building,  while  tiiat 
suitable  for  filling  only  was  utSized  in  grading  of  the  grounds  south  of 
the  Executive  Mansion. 

The  regular  excavation  for  the  foundation  of  the  north  wing  was  com- 
menced on  the  17th  of  June,  and  is  nearly  half  finished  at  tbla  date. 

A  large  supply  of  materials  for  the  concrete  foundation  is  being  col- 
lected, and  &e  necessary  machinery  for  mixing  the  concrete  and  for 
working  the  derricks  is  nearly  ready  for  use.  The  derricks  themselves 
are  ready  for  raising,  and  all  other  appliances  and  materials  required 
for  the  work  are  rejMiy  or  being  procured  in  good  season. 

During  the  flail  of  1878  a  complete  study  was  made  of  the  system  of 
heating  and  ventilating  this  wing,  and  the  results  incorporated  in  the 
plans,  so  that  every  necessary  preparation  and  precaution  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  boilers  and  the  numerous  pipes,  flues,  and  air-ducts 
required  may  be  observed  in  the  beginning  and  continued  upward  witii 
the  work.  The  system  of  heating  will  be  the  hot-water  one  now  in  suc- 
cessftil  use  in  the  south  and  east  wings. 

Hie  following  table  shows  the  contracts  entered  into  and  in  force  dur- 
ing the  year: 


Date  of 
contract. 


Subject. 


Name  of  contractor. 


Amount. 


Present  con- 
dition. 


1877. 
Oct     8 

1878. 
Mar.  28 
July  90 

Aug.   1 

1979. 
Jan.  28 
Mar.  18 
May    8 

14 

17 
17 
17 
17 


17 
17 


Cut  granite  for  sub-baaement  and  front 
area  walls. 


Cut  granite  for  basement 

Cut  granite  for  basement  and  court-yard 

area  widls. 
Cut  granite  for  flrst-story  front 


Cut 


nani 


te  for  second-story  front 


Bod  well  Granite  Com- 
pany. 


.do 
.do 


Albert  Ordway 


.do 
.do 


Cut  granite  for  basement  and  court-yard 
Cut  granite  backing  and  piers 


Cement 

Bricks 

Skewback  bricks 
Sand 


Broken  stone 
Pebbles 


Bodwell  Granite  Com- 

imny. 
Peirce,  Rowe  &  Co. . . . 


$50,000  00 


100, 000  00 
112, 000  00 

100, 000  00 

8,263  00 

160,000  00 

60,000  00 


88|  cts.  per 
cubic  foot. 

F.O.Norton $1.05perbbL 

Amon  Woodward... 

T.E.Smith8on 

J.B.Lord 


H.  J.  McLaughlin. 


.do 


$7.50  per  M 
$7.70  per  M 

68  cts.  and  85 
cts.  per  cu- 
bio  yard. 

$1.54  per  cu> 
bio  yard. 

$1.53  per  cu- 
bic yard. 


Completed. 


In  force. 
Do. 

Do. 

Completed. 
In  force. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  number  of  men  employed 
directly  by  the  United  States  on  the  north  wing  during  each  month: 


Kinil  Df  wdtL. 

1 

1 

I' 

ill 

1 

i 

i 
1 

1 

i 

t 
1 

a 

1 

IS 

is' 

* 

1 

1 

'    1 

7 

H 

05 

u 

27 

fi 

* 

10 

27 

'— 

ii 

« 

PBOBABLE  OPERATIONS  FOB  THE  FISCAL  YEAtt  187ft-'80. 

Having  on  hand  the  large  supply  of  cut  stone,  above  mentioned,  for 
the  lower  stories,  and  other  preparations  having  been  made  od  a  large 
scale,  it  is  expected  to  have  the  maaonry  completed  to  the  water-taue 
or  first-story  floor  by  the  close  of  the  present  working  season.  It  is 
also  expected  that  the  balance  of  the  cut  stone  required  to  carry  all  tlie 
walls  to  the  top  of  the  first  story  will  be  delivered  this  season.  Be- 
tween the  opening  of  the  next  working  season  and  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  it  is  expected  tliat  the  masonry  of  the  first  story  will  be  com- 
pleted. 

All  the  masonry  drawings  and  other  office  x>reparation8  for  the  fiirther 
continuance  of  the  work  will  be  made  as  usual,  so  that  the  next  appro* 
priatiou  will  find  everything  in  readiness  for  its  immediate  application 
to  direct  construction  of  the  building. 

ESTIMATE  OP  COST. 

The  estimated  total  cost  of  the  north  wing,  given  in  detiul  in  my  last 
annual  rejwrt,  amounted  to  $2,192,414.40,  based  upon  the  then  existing 
prices.  It  is  probable  that  some  items  would  now  be  found  too  low, 
and  others  too  high^  but  that  the  sum  total  will  not  be  materially  ex- 
ceeded if  appropriations  are  made  regularly,  so  as  not  to  impede  opera- 
tions, or  the  preliminary  business  necessary  thereto. 

STATBSCENT  OF   FUNDS, 

Toliil  amount  cxpeudcd  to  date  oa  north  wing {560,713  99 

ItalancoonLandattbJHdnte 457,990  U 

Kew  appropriation  deatred  Tor  the  fiscal  fear  eniliug  June  30,  1881 600,000  00 

The  amount  asked  for  will  be  needed  for  the  preparation  of  cut  stone 
and  for  iron-work  for  partitions  and  door  and  window  frames  and  trim- 
mings, in  addition  to  the  labor  of  construction. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  state  that  the  office  for  the  construction  of 
this  building  was  removed  on  the  29th  of  May,  1879,  from  the  boilding 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Seventeenth  and  F  streets  to  rooms  on  Vbt 
western  half  of  the  first  floor  of  the  old  building  for  the  Kavy  Depart- 
ment. 

THOS.  LINCOLN  CASEY, 
Lientmant-Goloml,  Corp»  i^ Sngineen. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  McCbaey, 

Secretary  of  War. 


ANNUAL   EErORT 


UPON  THE 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  SOUTH  PASS 


OF   THE 


MISSISSIPPI   RIVER, 


SHOWING 


TBE  CONDITION  OF  THE  WORKS  ON  JUNE  30,  1879. 


BY 


CAPTAIN  OP  ENGINEEKS,  UNITED  STATES  AEMY. 
(The  12th  in  number  of  the  Inspection  Reports.) 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH  PASS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 


Army  BuiLDiNa, 
New  York  City,  September  23, 1879. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  this  day  by  express  my  manoscript 
of  the  Aunual  (or  twelfth)  Report  on  the  Improvement  of  South  Pass  of 
the  Mississippi  Kiver,  with  the  following  charts  to  accompany : 

Ko.  1.  Upper  end  of  jetties. 

No.  2.  Lower  end  of  jetties. 

1^0.  3.  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  100  feet  depth  5  seaward  of  the  end  of  jetties. 

No.  4.  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  300  feet  depth ;  seaward  of  the  end  of  jetties. 

No.  5.  South  Pass  from  South  Pass  Light-house  to  Bayou  Grande. 

No.  6.  South  Pass  from  Bayou  Grande  to  head  of  Pass. 

No.  7.  Works  at  head  of  Pass. 

No.  8.  Plan  of  jetties,  curves,  &c. 

No.  9.  Sections  of  jetties,  &c. 

No.  9  was  among  the  charts  accompanying  the  eleventh  report;  but  as 
no  charts  were  included  with  that  publication,  it  is  again  forwarded, 
with  a  particular  request  that  this  chart,  together  with  all  that  are  sent 
herewith,  may  be  published  with  the  twelfth  report,  as  they  are  of  much 
interest  and  importance,  and  very  necessary  to  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  report. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  BEOWN, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U,  8.  A. 

Hon.  G.  W.  McCeaby, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Through  Brig.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright,  Chief  of  Engineers.) 


New  York,  Septeinher  23, 1879. 

Hon.  G.  W.  McCeaey, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D,  C. 

(Through  Brig.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright,  Chief  of  Engineers.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herein  a  report  of  the  progress  made 
in  the  improvement  of  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  under  the 
au£qpices  of  liILt,  James  B.  Eads,  by  virtue  of  a  contract  made  with  him 
by  tite  United  States  in  the  acts  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1876, 
and  amended  by  the  acts  of  June  19, 1878,  and  March  3, 1879. 

Thifi  report  is  annual  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  and  is  besides 
the  tweUUi  in  order  of  inspector's  reports. 

Inasmnch  as  I  have  heretofore  presented  a  report,  the  eleventh,  bring- 
ing all  data  up  to  about  April  1, 1879,  it  will  be  convenient  to  the  reader, 
and  sabservient  to  clearness,  to  quote  from  that  report  such  portions  as 
may  naturally  be  used  in  describing  parts  of  the  work  of  the  year,  with- 
out entailing  much  prolixity,  and  to  condense  certain  other  portions  of 
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tlie  eleventh  report,  follo\Wiig  in  a  measnre  the  order  there  indicated  for 
work  done  from  July  1,  1878,  to  A])ril  1,  1870. 

The  channel  from  South  I^iss  Light-house  to  deep  water  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  is  shown  in  !Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  acconii)anying  charts,  as  it 
appeared  according  to  surveys  made  from  June  11  to  June  14,  inclusive. 

At  the  head  of  South  Pass  tlie  soundings  were  made  July  10,  in  South- 
west Pass  Julv  17,  and  in  Northeast  l*ass  Julv  22. 

Prof/rcfis  in  tonslruction  from  July  1  to  Auyust  (),  1878. 
From  July  1  to  Auj^iiHt  6  the  work  of  construe  I  ion  accomplished  was  as  follows: 

ox  THE   KAST  .lETTi'. 

From  170  to  57(>  feet  from  East  Point  Station,  a  length  of  40G  feet,  the  stone  forming 
the  coping  of  the  Jetty  was  closely  autl  smoothly  ]>acke<l,  tlie  mass  having  a  crowninjc 
cross-section,  witli  a  width  at  base  of  about  14  feet.  The  middle  line  is  about  2  feet 
above  average  lh)od-tide. 

From  2,;ViO  to  IJ,'2*^5  fi'ct  from  East  Point,  /O.')  feet,  a  layer  of  loose  willows  abont  2i} 
feet  wide,  and  generally  from  2  to  4  feet  thit'k,  was  placed  quite  level,  and  mostly 
rather  over  2  iv{.'X  ab<»ve  avenige  Hood-tide.  Over  that  portion  of  this  layer,  between 
2,945  and  1^,130  feet  from  East  Pcunt,  stone  was  i)ile<l  1  foot  in  dei)th,  with  a  width  of 
15  feiit.  The  stone,  as  in  all  cases,  comjuM'ssed  the  loose  willows,  as  well  as  those  in 
the  upi)er  mattresses,  until  the  stont^  itself  had  an  elevation  above  average  flood-tide 
of  from  2  to  2^  feet  only. 

ox  THE   WEST  JETTY. 

From  (),700  to  (5,900  feet  from  pile  No.  1  (at  the  Junction  of  the  west  jetty  with  the 
ofl'si^t  called  Kipp's  Dam),  iW  to  400  cubic  yards  of  stone  have  been  roughly  piled. 

Wing-dam  C,  i>rojecting  froui  the  west  jetty,  has  six  mattresses  added  in  the  third, 
fourth,  tifth,  and  sixth  tiers  next  the  Jetty ;  15  cords  of  loose  willows  were  also  superposed 
on  the  sixth  tier,  and  about  225  cubic  yardsof  stone  were  used  in  the  rej)air8;  tne  upper 
mattress  being  ballasted  with  stcme  in  ab<uit  the  usual  proportions.  It  rises  to  about 
2^  feet  above  average  llo<Ml-tide,  considerable  having  sunken  through  the  mattress- 
fraini'. 

Wing-dam  C,  projecting  from  the  east  jetty,  has  live  mattress4^.s  added  near  the  jetty, 
and  above  them  stone  was  placed  w  it  h  a  <lei)th  of  about  .J^foot.  In  this  case,  and  in  many 
other  localities  throughout  the  jetties,  the  stone  has  sunken  down  through  the  mat- 
tress-fraim's,  verj'  greatly  compressing  the  confined  willows,  and  pressing  loose  willows, 
wherever  i)resent,  into  the  bodies  of  the  mattresses. 

By  August  6,  the  yellow  fever  bad  become  very  deadly  at  Port  Eads. 
and  work  was  suddenly  and  almost  completely  suspended  until  cold 
weather  should  appear. 

I  lost  my  capable  second  assistant,  Mr.  Parmley,  who  died  of  the 
pestilence  August  0.  Only  the  acclimated  were  retained  at  Port  Eads^ 
and  the  United  States  party  was  so  greatly  reduced  that  only  the  indis- 
pensable work  of  caring  for  the  sick  and  disposing  of  the  dead  conld  be 
attended  to  regularly.  A  union  in  one  party  of  all  at  Port  Eads  quali- 
fied to  aid  in  a  survey  enabled  me  to  obtain  charts  of  the  shoalest  iK)r- 
tion  of  the  bar  occasionally.  These  surveys  are  all  the  data  we  have 
giving  channel  depths  over  the  bar  in  the  summer  and  much  of  the  fall 
of  1878. 

Depths  available  for  nariyatioHy  aummtr  and  fall  o/1878. 


were  as  ftdlows:  September  4,21  feet;  St^i>t(nnber  K),  21.8  feet;   October  7,  22  ibet; 
Xt)vember  I,  22  feet;  November  14,  2:3  teet;  and  December  5,  22  feet. 

PRELnnNARY  WORK,  FALL  OF  1878. 

Al)out  forty  men  were  at  work  during  most  of  the  summer  and  fidl. 
The  work  performed  was  generally  in  the  nature  of  repaii^  the  care  of 
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the  sick,  and  the  stores  of  material  a<5ciiinulated,  and  the  construction 
of  some  minor  buildings.  However,  about  1,000  cubic  yards  of  stone 
were  placed  on  the  jetties  as  ballast  in  four  localities  from  September  IG 
to  November  8. 

RESUMPTION  OF  IMPORTANT  OPERATIONS. 

Mr.  Eads's  assistants  reached  South  Pass  November  24,  and  prepara- 
tions for  the  active  resumption  of  work  were  at  once  ma<le. 

In  December,  the  maiu  work  peribrmed  was  the  construction  of  a 
wharf  with  a  projecting  pier  ending  in  a  T-head,  and  of  a  storehouse  on 
the  wharf.  These  structures  are  described  in  the  eleventh  report.  They 
were  built  to  afford  storage  for  the  gravel,  santl,  cement,  stone,  &c.,  the 
latter  broken  in  fine  pieces  and  in  larger  masses,  all  to  be  used  in  construct- 
ing the  large  blocks  of  cement-stone,  or  artificial  stone,  which  now  form 
the  superstructure  of  the  lower  ends  of  both  jetties,  above  and  below  the 
plane  of  average  flood-tide  and  near  to  it,  and  also  to  serve  as  standing 
room  for  the  laborers  and  machinery  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
blocks.  « 

In  December,  also,  the  prcparatiou  of  tlio  foniidatiou  for  the  ceniont  blocks  was 
commenced.  The  area  to  be  covered  by  the  blocks  wa^s  first  cleared  of  the  large  stone, 
which  is  placed  along  the  edges  of  the  jetty.  Small  bn)keii  stones  or  else  gravel-stones 
were  then  worked  down  into  the  interstices  of  the  mattresses  at  tirst,  and  later,  when  the 
level  of  the  npi)er  surface  of  the  jetties  needed  elevating,  large  stones,  with  the  diam- 
eter of  a  foot  perhaps,  were  used  in  raisine  it  preliminarily,  and  small  broken  stones 
and  sometimes  gravel  were  nsed  in  filling  tne  pores  of  the  mass  of  added  stone. 

This  recital  brings  the  record  of  work  at  Port  Eads,  and  of  the  condition  of  the 
channel^  up  to  the  beginning  of  1879. 

WOBK  ACCOMPLISHED  IN   CONSTBUCTIONS  FROM  JANUARY  1  TO  JULY 

1,  1879. 

Since  January  1,  most  of  the  progress  made  in  adding  to  the  jetties 
at  tlie  mouth  of  the  South  Pass  has  been  either  in  preparation  for  the 
manufacture  and  placing  of  the  cement  blocks,  or  in  their  actual  con- 
stmction  in  place.  The  exceptions  are  as  follows :  Embracing  all  work 
of  construction  not  directly  connected  with  either  the  making  or  repair- 
ing of  the  cement  superstructure,  or  its  protection  by  cribs,  aprons^  &c. 
^Early  in  January,  225  cubic  yards  of  stone  were  piled  on  the  west  jetty 
at  Stations  45,  97,  and  100. 

Certain  sidings  for  an  elevated  railroad  track  have  been  partly  made, 
branching  from  the  two  jetties  near  their  ends ;  but  the  purpose  they 
were  intended  to  serve  has  been  abandoned,  and,  therefore,  no  descrip- 
tion of  the  work  need  be  given. 

On  the  east  jetty,  878  cubic  yards  of  stone  of  the  usual  size  have  been 
placed  between  Ste-tions  113  and  116,  distributed  somewhat  irregularly. 

At  a  few  points  on  each  jetty  above  the  root  of  the  con  3rete  Avork, 
the  8ni>erposed  loose  stone  has  been  leveled  and  arranged  more  symet- 
ricaUy  tiian  it  lay  previously. 

On  the  west  jetty,  a  few  short  gaps,  between  Stations  75  and  89,  have 
been  filled  with  stone  and  gravel,  105  cubic  yards  of  the  first  and  63 
yards  of  the  latter  having  been  used. 

OONSTBUCTION  OF  THE  CEMENT  BLOCKS  OF  THE  SUPERSTRUCTURE. 

Preliiiiiiiary  measnres  for  the  constraction  of  the  cement  blocks  were  taken  as  soon 
as  work  was  lesumed  in  the  fall. 
The  wharf,  storehouse,  &,c,,  pertaining  to  the  east  jetty  were  ready  for  use  before 
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tlie  first  of  the  new  year,  and  tlio  huildin*^:  of  the  l>locks,  mixed  by  Land,  was  rom- 
niciiccil.  Tbe  corn'sponding  structiirt's  of  tlic  "woHt  jcttj'  wore  ready  for  use,  by  hand 
mixers  of  mortar,  abont  tlie  bist  of  January'.  February  1  an  elevated  railroad  over 
the  east  Jelly  was  eommenced.  Tliis  is  in  bays  of  two  piU'S  each,  abont  10  teot  apart, 
snpportiii«»;  a  traek  on  girders  about  9  feet  above  averaji^e  tlood-tide.  At  the  end  of  the 
Jetty  the  s])an  is  reduced  to  5  feet.  This  railroad  was  extended  to  tlie  end  of  the  jetty 
jii)out  Ai)ril  1,  and  at  that  date  a  similar  railroad  over  tlie  west  jetty  was  well  ad- 
vanced towards  compb'tion.  Ou  each  of  the  tracks  a  small  home-made  locomo- 
tive lias  b«*en  i»laced,  constructed  from  various  i)ieee8  of  unused  machinery  ou  hand. 
These  are  used  in  trausixn-tiug  small  dum])-ears,  containing  the  mortar  after  it  has 
been  thoroughly  mixed.  When  the  car  is  over  the  moubling-box  which  has  beenbnilt 
on  the  surface  of  the  jetty,  the  h)ad  of  mortar  is  dumped  about  an  axis  into  this  box. 
The  mortar  is  made  sometiuu'S  with  the  following  named  ]»ro])ortions  of  ingredient*  : 
-Sand,  :^)arts;  gravel,  ',i;  stone, 8^;  cenunt,  '2.  C'onsideral>le  difliculty  has  been  ex- 
lierieuced  in  obtaining  gravel  in  sutlicient  auiounts.  When  none  is  available,  the  fol- 
lowiug  i>roportious  areu.sed:  »Saud,  7  parts;  stone,  10:  cement,  Ji ;  the  stone  is  broken 
into  sTuall  pieces  equivalent  in  size,  ]»erhaps,  to  a  block  2  inches  (»n  each  edge.  These 
ingredients  are  wheeled  up  an  inclined  plane  and  dumped  into  the  hopi>er  of  the  mixer, 
Avbicli  is  an  iron  box  having  the  cai>acity  to  hold  about  7  cubic  yards,  suspended  above 
th«»  ])hitform  by  a  horizontal  axis  passing  through  a  diagonal  diameter  of  the  hopper. 
This  axis  is  hollow,  and  water,  held  by  a  reservoir  above  the  box,  is  admitted  through 
the  hollow  j<uirnals  into  the  box,  as  fa.st  as  it  is  needed  to  give  proper  eonsisteney  to 
the  mortar  as  its  elements  are  being  incorjmrated  by  the  revohiticm  of  the  hopper,  which 
iti  elVected  by  steam-power  through  a  b(»iler  and  eugine  on  the  platform  below.  The 
oar  Ix'ing  backed  under  the  hoi)])er  as  soon  .as  the  mixture  is  perfect,  gcneralU'  in  about 
five  minutes  after  the  first  revolution,  the  door  of  the  box  is  opened,  and  the  mortar 
falls  into  the  trougli  of  the  dump-car. 

The  blocks  at  the  beginning  measure<l  1(>  feet  along  the  axis  of  the  jetty,  8  feet  in 
width  aud  3  feet  in  height.  As  the  blocks  settle  somewhat  at  first,  the  earlier  ones 
have  been  built  uj),  until  on  the  east  Jetty  they  have  an  average  elevation  above 
average  llood-tide  of  2.75  feet,  jind  on  the  west  Jetty  tlu'y  are  *i.259j  9t  above  the  same 
plane. 

On  the  east  jetty,  July  1,  1870,  tlie  l)l<)cks  began  at  Station  93.90,  or 
9,31)()  feet  below  East  Point,  and  extended  to  Station  11(;.33,  11,033  feet 
below — a  length  of  2,237  feet,  eomprising  125  blocks. 

On  the  west  jetty,  at  the  same  date,  the  blocks  were  in  place  from 
Station  88.07  to  Station  ll(}.r)0,  or  2,752  feet  by  actual  measurement. 
This  length  was  inad(»  up  by  154  blocks. 

Ouly  the  smU's  and  to])s  of  the  boxes  are  taken  otf  after  the  blocks  have  become  siif- 
licieutly  hard«'ned,  which  n'cpiires  about  a  week;  most  (»f  the  blocks  then  resist  quite 
heavy  blows  with  a  hammer,  without  daiuage.  The  action  of  the  waves  on  the  sea- 
sides at  lirst  roughened  the  blocks,  but  since,  tht^n  the  sides  have  been  protected  by  an 
apron  of  stone  ])iled  against  them  aiul  inclining  d<»wnward  to  the  wat^^r  in  a  plane 
surface.  The  solidity  of  the  blocks  is  increased  by  tam])ing  the  mortar  as  it  is  dumped 
into  the  mould,  and  a  few  large  stones  are  inwrted  into  the  mass.  The  top  of  the 
block  is,  in  the  end,  overlaid  with  fine  mortar,  comi)osed  of  equal  parts  of  mortar  aiid 
■*and. 

The  dimensions  of  the  blocks  of  cement-stone  in  plac4)  July  1  are  as 

Ibllows : 
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For  the  west  jetty,  seaward  of  Station  113.66,  for  about  275  feet  in 
length,  to  the  end  of  the  work,  the  surface  was  raised  from  3  feet  below 
the  plane  of  average  iiood-tide  to  3  feet  above,  by  loose  willows,  which 
were  afterwards  covered  by  17  blocks  of  cement  stone ;  132  cords  of  wil- 
lows were  used,  being  placed  on  a  mass  of  stone,  comprising  about  IKjO 
cubic  yards,  sunken  just  previously.  The  weight  of  the  blocks  caused  t  :ie 
willows  to  settle  until  compressed  to  about  one-half  the  original  bulk, 
their  upper  surface  being  approximately  coincident  with  the  plane  oC; 
average  flood-tide. 

On  the  same  jetty,  above  Station  101.24,  trestles  were  used  in  the  co:i~ 
stmction  of  the  elevated  railroad,  their  uprights  resting  on  two  lines  of 
one-Inch  boards,  placed  along  surfaces  leveled  previously.  These  tres- 
tles were  simply  braced,  but  amply  for  the  strains  to  be  borne  tempora- 
rily. The  foundations  of  the  cement  blocks  were  of  macadamized  stone 
and  gravel.  This  work  was  extended  about  to  Station  90  by  the  con- 
struction of  59  blocks. 

On  the  east  jetty  the  cement  work  has  been  extended  upstream  from; 
the  beginning  of  the  old  blocks,  at  Station  100.92,  090  feet,  by  the  con- 
struction of  34  new  blocks,  about  1,860  cubic  yards  of  stone  having  been 
used  in  raising  and  leveling  the  foundation.  The  trestle-work  i)reviously 
emi)loyed  on  the  west  jetty  was  used  for  the  support  of  the  elevated 
railroad  employed  in  the  transportation  of  material.  These  blocks  will 
X>erhaps  be  extended  stiU  farther  upwards,  but  i>robably  not  as  far  as 
Station  75.  The  six  old  blocks  first  laid,  beginning  at  Station  100.86, 
were  raised  1  foot  by  the  addition  of  fresh  concrete,  to  partly  co:a[)eiL- 
sate  for  their  depression  by  settling. 

Five  cribs,  built  of  palmetto  logs,  have  been  sunken,  four  on  the  river 
side  of  the  west  jetty,  between  Stations  115  and  118,  and  the  fifth  just  be- 
yond, across  the  end  of  the  west  jetty.  These  are  tilled  with  stone,  and 
serve  as  a  protection  breakwater  to  save  the  end  of  the  jetty  from  the 
fury  of  the  waves,  which  sweep  in  here  on  the  river  side  of  the  jetty  with 
great  violence  in  severe  east  and  southeast  storms.  These  cribs  ai-e 
not  built  all  quite  alike,  but  they  are  of  the  same  general  character. 
The  logs  are  close  together  on  the  sides  and  floor,  and  only  small  stones 
can  work  through  and  esca])e  from  the  mass.  They  will  be  des(*ril)ed 
in  a  future  report,  after  more  have  been  ])laced  in  position.  About  430 
yards  of  stone  were  used  in  sinking  and  ballasting  these  five  cribs. 

Others  of  much  the  same  character  will  probably  be  built  and  placed 
along  the  end  of  both  jetties,  both  inside  and  outside  the  works. 

The  last  block  of  the  east  jetty  was  gradually  undermined  and  finally 
broken  into  two  parts,  its  outer  third  falling  over  towards  the  end  of 
the  jetty. 

EFFECTS  OF  THE  GALE  IN  APRIL. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April  there  came  a  violent  easterly  storm,  during 
which,  on  the  27th,  the  wind  blew  at  the  rate  of  27  miles  per  hour.  Be- 
fore this,  preparations  had  been  made  to  improve  the  foundation  of  the 
last  blocks  on  the  west  jetty,  b}^  working  under  them  a  large  quantity  of 
gravel.  Preliminarily,  the  stone  apron  x)rotecting  the  jetty  on  tlie  riser 
side  had  been  removed,  and  the  storm  found  this  portion  of  the  works 
ill-prepared  to  endure  its  violence.  In  consequence,  by  undenniiiingy 
&c.,  9  cement  blocks  were  more  or  less  displaced  or  damaged.  The 
last  two  blocks  ending  at  Station  109.55  tilted  over  towards  the  l\i«s^ 
450,  and  were  broken  each  into  two  parts  transversely  to  their  le.igth. 
The  next  four  blocks  in  an  upstream  direction  were  also  under.nined^ 
and  were  canted  over  through  2(P,  but  remained  Intact.    Three  othera 
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liad  holes  battered  into  tbeiii,  each  about  7  feet  long  and  3  feet  deep, 
throughout  their  thickness. 

Tlie  damage  to  tlie  jetties  was  soon  thoroughly  repairetl,  as  follows : 
Th(^  two  broken  blocks  at  the  end  of  the  cement  work  were  blasted  and 
picked  into  small  pieces  and  distribut<}d  as  ballast.  Their  places  were 
then  su])])lied  by  two  new  blocks,  after  the  foundation  had  been  made 
jsecure.  The  fonr  blocks  which  had  merely  been  displaced  angidarly  were 
forced  into  their  normal  be<Is  by  jacks  suspended  from  above,  and  the 
foundations  beneath  them  were  remade  substiintially  with  macadam- 
ized stone  and  gravel.  Tlie  three  blocks  which  had  been  partially  eaten 
away  in  holes  were  repaired  with  fresh  concrete,  the  bond  between  the 
old  work  and  the  new  being  ap[)arently  good.  About  1  foot  of  concrete 
was  su])erposed  on  each  of  these  three  blocks  to  raise  their  level  to  that 
of  the  adjacent  work. 

Considerable  stone  was  driven  into  the  sea  and  lost  from  the  jetty 
during  the  same  storm.  Some  of  it  may  be  recovered,  as  much  has 
been  that  has  heretofore  been  temporarily  lost  from  the  jetties.  The 
st(»e])  slopes  are  made*,  very  gentle  in  such  cases,  and  the  base  of  the 
jetti(\s  at  and  near  the  bottom  is  widened,  rather  than  that  anything  is 
actually  abstracted  from  the  jt^tties. 

SINKING  OF   THE  JETTIES,   ESPECIALLY  OF  THE   CEMENT  BLOCKS. 

0 

In  the  eleventh  report,  I  remarked  as  follows: 

Tlio  lM'n«-li-iiiarks  wliich  have  Ix-cii  used  in  dctcnninin;^  tliol<»v(»l  of  tlu»ni>]»cT  surface 
(»f  t  he  i<'1 1  its  l»a  vc  most  ly  disapix'anMl :  mat  troasi's  have  sunkoii  or  hiivt'  Imh'OIiic  covtTiMl 
Avitli  \\\\\i\  or  rotk,  or  hav(?  disapiM-anMl,  until  it  i.s  ini]>ra('ti('abh5  to  ascertain  to  what 
rxtrnt  lh<'  .'n'tticH  sunk  from  .Fuly  1,  1p7H,  to  Jannary  1,  l."*71).  As  Hooii  aH  tin*  fact 
conld  Im'  asciTtainrd,  i>ro})arations  wen'  maile  f«)r  connnonciTi*;  a  now  Hct  of  conijiari- 
8ons. 

Suilicicnl  time  has  not  ohi]>s<'<l  to  mako  results  at  i>resent  attainahle  of  mneh  valiio, 
hut  luTeafter  the  hhu'ks  of  eement -mortar  will  h<»  fn^qucntly  observMHl.  and  for  my 
next  n'])ort  I  Iiojm'  t(»  ho  ahlo  to  ^iv«'  data,  showin^jj  th«»  amount  of  suhsidenoe  of  the 
ontiro  hMij^th  of  tho  jottios  for  the  months  from  Fehrnary  to  July,  1^79.  This  will  bo 
l>rat!tieablo  if  the  Ix^neh-marks  n^main  in  place. 

Kvery  eifort  has  been  made  to  obtain  data  which  should  enable  me  to 
as(M»rtain  the  rate  of  depression  throughout  the  entire  jetties.  At  ex- 
treme h)w-tides  heavy  uprights  were  firndy  attsiched  to  sm^h  mattress- 
stri))s  in  the  top  tier  of  mattresses  a«  could  be  reached  higher  upstream 
than  the  origin  of  the  cement  blcKjks.  But  the«e  have  broken  oft*,  or  have 
canted  over,  or  have  sunken,  until  no  relianci^  can  be  placed  on  their 
surfaces  as  bench-marks,  and  1  have  l)een  reluctantly  comi>elled  to 
abandon  for  th(».  present  the  endeavor  to  trace  the  vertical  motion  of 
the  upi)er  surfac>e  of  the  mattresses.  They  lie  so  far  under  mud  and 
water  and  rock  that  the  identification  of  bench-marks  on  them  seems 
imj)racticable,  and  of  course  bench  marks  on  the  overlying  sttme  would 
b(»  worthless.  I>ut  sinc(».  the  earliest  cement-blocks  were  laid  down  sets 
of  levels  have  fre(|uently  l)een  taken  on  them  and  connected  with  bench- 
marks on  shore. 

To  illustrate  the  results,  I  remark  that  in  April  the  mean  result  for 
0<>  blocks  on  the  east  jetty  was  a  depression  of  less  than  one-third  of  a 
tenth  of  a  foot,  and  for  4,*^  blocks  on  the  west  jetty  just  three  times  as 
much,  the  blocks  on  the  west  jetty  being  much  the  newer  ones.  Thus 
far  an<l  at  present  the  blocks  seem  to  be  sinking  at  an  average  rate  of 
from  .]  foot  to  1  foot  yearly;  but  it  is  during  severe  storms  that  most  of 
the  depression  occurs,  and  as  this  depression  is  somewhat  proportional 
to  the  violence  of  the  wave  action,  the  sinking  resulthig  cannot  be  uni- 
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form  even  year  by  year,  and  until  one  year  has  elapsed,  and  the  fall  and 
spring  stomis  have  been  encountered,  no  intelligent  generalization  as  to 
the  depression  can  be  made. 

I  give  here  in  tables  statements  which  exhibit  the  amounts  of  settling 
between  various  dates  when  lines  of  levels  were  iiin  on  the  upper  sur- 
faces of  the  blocks. 

Tabl€9  shatping  elevation  of  concrete  bloek«,  at  rarioue  dates  ^  above  the  plane  of  average  flood- 
tidcy  and  the  total  subsidence  of  each  block  up  to  July  1^  1H79, /rom  the  date  of  the  first 
observation  with  leveling  instrument. 

EAST  JETTY. 


No.  of 
block. 


1., 

2. 
3.. 
4. 
5., 
6. 
7., 
8., 
9  . 

10.. 

11., 

12.. 

13  . 

14.. 

15.. 

16.. 

17., 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

64. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


■   o   •       o  _: 


Jan.  10 
10 
9 
9 
8 
7 
4 

Dec  28 


29 

31 

1 

2 

3 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

12 

12 

12 

12 

15 

15 

15 

17 

17 

18 

18 

18 

19 

19 

19 

20 

20 

21 

22 

22 

24 

24 


1.65 
1.64 
1.42 
1.28 
1.41 
1.18 
1.34 
1.31 
1.21 
1.09 
1.11 
0.86 
2.10 
2.03 
2.75 
2.77 
2.84 
2.84 


Feet. 
1.64 
0.75 
1.91 


Feet. 
1.95 
0.87 
0.87 
0.86 
0.74 
0.82 
1.03 


1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 


61 
61 
43 
29 
4U 
1.14 
1.23 
1.24 
1.22 
1.09 
1.08 
0.87 
2.05 
1.99 
2.63 
2.65 
2.73 
2.68 
2.45 
2.62 
2.66 
2.57 
2.54 
2.60 
2.60 
2.46 
2.46 
2.63 


s 

S    . 

a  . 

fl 

o    • 

•-.-0 

.s-^ 

ed  t: 

«  t: 

«S  .' 

e!  >w 

>  « 

>    SS 

>  5^ 

>'s 

1* 

-5* 

5^ 

Feet. 


Feet. 
0.83 
0.84 
0.81 
0.  65 
0.77 
0.H3 


Feet.    Feet. 


^2 

2  «  • 


Subsidence 
in  7  weeks,  i 


Remarks. 


1. 12  feet. 

0.03 

0.06 

0.21 

0.03 

0. 01 


53     2 


1 

1.  5.') 
1.30 
1.24 
1.  ».'> 
1.13 
2.74 
2.68 
2.64 
2.53 
2.43 
2.22 
2.01 
1.93 
2.55 
2.62 
2.04 
2.60 
2.38 
2.54 
2.56 
2.45 
2.45 
2.54 
2.51 
2.35 
2.34 
2.47 
2.59 
2.63 
62 
46 
37 
35 
52 
64 
78 
77 
2.81 
2.91 
2.90 
2.85 
2.75 
2.83 
2.81 
2.67 
2.65 
2.67 
2.69 
2.68 
2.72 
2.66 


2.62  1 

2.46 

2.37 

2.35 

2.52 

2.64 

2.78 

2.77 

2.  m 
2.7:i 

2.74 
2.78 
2.73 
2<iM 
2.57 
2.58 
45 
36 
15 
98 
1.91 
2,53 
2.57 
2.60 
2.56 
2.33 
2.43 
2.45 
2.38 
38 


2. 
2. 
2. 
1. 


2. 
2. 
2. 
2. 
2. 
2. 


2.  r,2 
2.68 
2.71 
2.77 
2.85 


2. 
2. 
2. 
2. 


49 
51 
32 
33 
50 
2.58 
2.62 
2.63 
2.58 
2.a4 
2.32 
2.56 
2.66 
2.76 
2.71 
2.77 
2.88 
2.85 
2.81 
2.60 
2.77 
2.78 
2,73 
2.60 
2.60 
2.61 
2.58 
2.65 
2.56 


85 
64 
59 
55 
2.48 
2.34 
2.14 
1.99 
1.89 
2.49 
2.54 
2.60 
2.54 
2.31 
2.48 
2.49 
2.36 
2.38 
2.50 
2.45 
2.31 
2.29 
2.48 
2.54 
2.59 
2.61 
2.47 
2.30 
2.25 
2.45 
2.58 
2.71 
2.67 
2.73 
2.84 
2.81 
2.76 
2.52 
2.77 
2.77 
2.71 
2.58 
2.57 
2.59 
2.56 
2.62 
2.53 


2.47 

2.62 

2.76 

2.70 

2.78 

2.73 

2.54 

2.49 

2.45 

2.38 

2.  25 

2.06 

1.87 

1.82 

2.41 

2.46 

2.58 

2.45 

2.22 

2.39 

2.32 

2.15 

2.21 

2.38 

2.32 

2.16 

2.15 

2.33 

2.40 

2.47 

2.47 

2.30 

2.09 

2.05 

2.31 

2.45 

2.50 

2.56 

2.65 

2.75 

2.71 

2.67 

2.43 

2.57 

2.59 

2.50 

2.38 

2.40 

2.42 

2.41 

2.48 

2.38 


Fn»ni  Mar. 
5  to  July  1. 

0.20 
0.19 
0.10 
0.15 
0.18 
0.16 
0.23 
0.21 
0.34 
0.31 
0.26 
0.39 
0.23 
0.23 
0.34 
0.42 
0.33 
0.22 
0.28 
0.30 
0.31 
0.30 
0.19 
0.16 
0.15 
0.16 
0.28 
0.30 
0.21 
0.19 
0.19 
0.21 
0.16 
0.16 
0.19 
0.18 
0.32 
0.26 
0.22 
0.17 
0.27 
0.27 
0.27 
0.27 
0.24 
0.28 


Station  101+15.  Nos.  1  to  6,  in- 
clusive, have  been  raised  by 
concrete  al)out  2  feet  sinoe 
March  31,  under  mixer. 

^Station  102. 

N"o8.8  tol3,  inrhisive,  raised  by 
coucn'te  between  March  5 
and  31. 

SUtion  103. 


Nos.  14  to  19,  inclusive,  raised 
by  concrete  between  Febm- 
arv  11  and  March  5. 

Station  104. 


Station  105. 


Station  106. 


Station  107. 


StaUon  108. 


station  109. 


Station  110. 
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Taiki  showing  deration  of  concrete  blocks,  al  varioui  data,  4'C- — Continued, 
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s 
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WEST  JETTT. 


Jan.   31  '  3. 23  I  2.  oa  '  2.  us 


54  I  2.18    2.08  1  2.0: 

55  '  2.37  :  2,28'  2.11 


2.85,2,71 

2.M 

":::■■::::-:::; 

1,8.1     1,82     1.T4 
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sill    -.-lis    2!0N 


Statiim  101 .).  29. 
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Tables  ihomag  elecalion  0/  concrete  block«,  at  fortutiB  datet,  ^c— Continued. 

WEST  JETTT-Continaed. 


So.  ot 

block. 

1.     'l.,Jd    -.- 

it  ii 

3. »  '  3,  Id 

3.18     3,12 

3.11    a.  07 
3.03 1  i.m 
Z  M    2.  ei 

3.<H)     3.gS 
3.11     1106 

am    a75 

i7T     2-67 

2.H  '  2.88 
3.U8     3.01 

Is  11 

IE  IE 

2.llfl     2.87 
2.D8     2.80 

3.03  :s.B3 

3,  DS  '  3.  00 

II  ig 

3. 08,  a!  51 

II 11 

2.B2     XX 

Jft 

F«L 

0.  8 
0.    1 
U.23 
0."3 
0.23 
0.    3 
U.    1 
D,    B 

0.  4 

0:49 

<i.V> 

6. 'at 
o.se 

ft  33 

oiao 

Kemarkt. 

:z4 

3.12 

:»! 

:«« 
:iz 

3.  IB 
g.33 

S.-J1 

EU'«tlou 
Apr.  IS. 

33 

•^'1  ::::;:!:::::■;:::::. 

IS:::::: 

g' ';::::r;;:: 

wl 1 

u 

g; 

"1 r| 

Station  lini. 

3.23 
3.BT 
3.Xi 
3.2a 
3.  IK 

3.2) 

3!  115 
3.12 
3.10 
3.31 

3:sa 

3.^ 

XIU 
3.M 

M 

»:::::' 

m 

SUtion  111. 

« 

5  ! > 

Station  112.     Ulock>  0T-7S,  to- 
cl,.«lve,  w..rotiltodoverby 
gale  April  23,  and  when  re- 
Btoivd  lo  horlioutal  poalKoa 
wrre  found  lo  bo  above  orlg- 

<n 

;;::■::  h"- 

™»- 

juobm : 

....     3.  SO 

1.  ;:.:::i.::.: 

liBl 

»i 

3.00 

!?|:::::.::::: 

Z.V.'ifi 

IB, 

%vt 

....     IW 

....  ,8.M 

^        1 

As  has  been  heretofore  stiitetl,  we  cannot  ascertain  how  much  of  the 
settling  of  the  upper  yurface  of  the  jetties  is  due  to  uoruial  coudeusa- 
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tioii  of  the  mass  of  the  work,  and  liow  much  to  other  causes,  iiieludiiig 
th(^  rava^^es  of  worms  near  the  eiuls,  which  must  ultimately  be  succeeded 
by  coudi?iisation  as  the  wood  in  tlie  lower  tiers  becomes  so  much  eaten 
as  to  be  iiicai)able  of  supporting  the  weight  of  the  superi)osed  mass. 
]\Iucli  of  the  lirst  settling  is  undoubtedly  caused  by  solidificiition  of  the 
jetties.    The  most  maiked  eft'ects  of  this  are  shown  in  the  first  week. 

This  condensation,  together  with  the  solidifying  influence  of  tlie  gravel 
which  has  been  worked  into  the  jetties  and  the  presence  of  the  solid  wall 
of  cement  blocks,  preventing  the  escape  of  the  surface  water,  must  have 
had  an  a])preciable  eft'ect  in  increasing  the  flow  of  the  pass  through  tlic 
channel  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass.  Another  important  effect 
is  the  prevention  of  the  silting  up  of  the  channel  from  the  presence  of 
sand  formerly  driven  over  the  east  jetty  during  strong  easterly  winds 
from  th(i  sea  side  of  the  work  by  the  violent  storm  waves  raised.  These 
influences,  combined  with  the  i)re8ence  of  an  unusually  favorable  sea- 
son, during  which  the  river  has  been  nearly  at  its  low-water  stage,  and 
without  coarse  sand  sediment  hi  susi>ension,  through  the  months  of  May, 
Juii(%  aiul  July,  which  have  hitherto  been  high-water  months,  liave  en- 
abl(Hl  Mr.  Ka<ls  to  obtain  so  successfully  his  channels  with  25,  20,  and 
30  feet  de])th,  successively,  as  designated  in  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
authorizing  the  improv(»ment. 

During  tlio  storms  of  tlio  late  siiminor  ami  fall  oi'187rt,  some  of  the  Raiid  behind  the 
4'ast  ji'tty  was  moved  iuto  ji  louj;  .s]>it,  which  liad  an  elevation  alutvo  averajje  iiood- 
tide  of  1 A  feet.  This  sjiit,  whirh  a]>]>ears  to  have  a  ]»rol()n«jfatioii  west  of  the  west  jetty, 
is  shown  on  sheet  No.  ii.  The  ]>rrvention  of  most  of  the  leaka««:e  thronjjfh  tlie  ,l«tty,  but 
es]»eei;i]ly  of  the  overllow,  which  must  cease  wherever  the  l)loek8  arc  idae«fd,  must 
have  an  inijiortant  intluence  on  the  «rrowth  of  hmd  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  jetties. 

Thv.  wiiuj-damH  or  t<pin'n  of  the  Jcltie^. — Most  of  these  structures,  31  in  number,  are 
more  ()r  h?ss  dilapidatiid,  hut  the  spaces  between  them  have  so  shoaled  that  tlie  wing- 
dams  have  been  greatly  i)rotee1ed  and  ]»reserve«l,  and  this  shoalinji;  has  to  a  great  ex- 
tent controlled  tht»  channel,  so  that  repaii's  to  the  win^-dams  have  been  rarely  neces- 
sary. The  last  wing-dam  on  each  sich',  A  and  a,  howev«'r,  have  sunken  below  tUc 
plane  of  avera«;e  lloo<l-tid(\  so  that  at  extreme  low-tide  the  ])iles  of  wing-dam  A  are 
not  visible.  The  mean  dejjth  of  water  at  average  llood-lide  over  the  last  wing-<lain, 
east  Jetty  A,  was  8^  feet  April  1.  The  depth  over  the  oiiposite  wing-dam  a  averagect 
8  feet  on  the  same  date. 

With  the  exce]dion  of  the  last  two  wing-dams  on  each  side,  there  exists  no  necessity 
for  frequent  and  close  observaticm  of  their  condition,  under  present  circumst>anceB,  and 

no  detailed  stat«?ment  of  the  condition  of  the  wing-dams  is  given  in  this  report. 

«  «  #  #  '       #  #  * 

DISCHARGE    OBSERVATIONS. 

Concentration  of  attention  on  other  details  has  prevented  frequent  observations  to 
ascertain  the  volume  of  disc.hnrge  of  the  South  Pass.  But  there  is  great  need  of  abso- 
lutely simultaneous  observati«ms  of  the  v(dunu»  of  discharge  of  eacli  of  the  t-hreo  paases. 
If  th«'  ]>asses  are  visited  in  succession,  each  one  twice,  in  whatever  order  the  several 
s(^ts  of  observations  are  made,  I  am  convinced  that  they  are  of  very  little  value,  the 
flow  of  the  ]>ass  eh.injjjes  so  raj)idly  and  so  considerably  in  a  few  minutes, •with  the  rise 
or  fall  of  the  tide,  an«T  with  a  change  in  direction  or  intensity  of  the  wind. 

The  apiu'opriations  for  the  examination  ami  surv«'y  of  South  Pass  have  never  been 
Huflicient  heretoibre  to  allow  the  employment  of  a  force  of  men  and  boats  adequate  to 
the  making  of  sinniltaneous  velocity  observations  in  each  of  the  three  passes,  or  for 
the  needed  frequency  of  the  collection  of  sediment  samide«  from  South  Pass.  Now 
that  a  more  commensurate  ai)))ro]>riation  has  been  made  by  Congress,  a  second  st-eam 
laun<h  has  been  bought,  and  it  is  )>roposed  in  the  fall  to  enlarge  my  piirty  sufficiently 
to  allow  its  divisi(U!  into  three  sections,  e:K?h  under  a  competent  bend. 

The  survey  of  the  entire  ])ass  is  needed  out^e  each  year,  and,  if  practicable,  this  work 
will  be  done.  I  give  Inrre  the  results  of  one  avt  of  observations  for  the  discharge  of 
South  Pass  at  Failconer's,  near  the  head  of  the  pass,  made  February  22,  1879. 

A  discharge  of  (>d,'ilW.(>'i  (Mibie  feet  per  sec(m<l  was  shown. 

WORK  OV   THE  DREDaE  RAYLEY. 

This  (Iredgeboat  reached  Port  Eads  from  New  Orleans  June  3,  after 
very  extensive  repairs,  which  have  [fr^^atly  increased  its  efficiency.    The 
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discharge  pipe  is  not  now  conveiiiei)tly,  accessible  for  the  piiri)osc  of 
gaugiug  lier  performance,  but  the  evident  impression  easily  made  in 
removing  mud,  &c.,  in  a  short  time,  while  working  to  slightly  widen  and 
deepen  the  26-foot  channel  in  a  few  places,  and  to  make  the  30-foot 
channel  in  a  few  localities  where  it  was  lacking,  shows  a  capacity  for 
work  greatly  beyond  her  former  performance. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  evident  that  if  there  were  a  decided  tendency 
to  shoaling  on  the  bar,  caused  by  the  deposition  of  coarse  sand,  which 
is  the  only  sediment  retarded  and  deposited  here  by  the  river  in  times 
of  the  flood  stage,  the  work  which  could  be  accomplished  by  more  than 
one  such  dredge  as  the  Bayley  would  be  insufficient  to  keep  open 
a  respectable  channel,  comparing  the  probable  result  with  the  present 
deep  outlet. 

USE   OF  A  SCOURING  DEVICE. 

Wliile  the  Bayley  was  undergfoing  repairs  the  25-fo9t  channel  had 
been  nearly  obtained,  and  it  became  important  to  slightly  widen  and 
deepen  the  channel  in  one  x)lace  to  secure  the  important  result.  In  this 
emergency  a  scow  was  fitted  up  with  a  set  of  long  levers,  of  about  8 
inch  round  stuft',  which  moved  about  a  journal  as  a  fulcrum,  supported 
iust  abaft  the  stern  of  the  scow.  At  the  after  end  of  these  levers,  far 
astern  of  the  scoav,  there  was  attached  an  apron  on  a  frame  at  an  angle 
of  about  60  deforces,  with  the  le\Trs  so  arranged  that  when  the  levers 
were  rotated  about  the  journal  the  apron's  trame  should  touch  the  bot- 
tom, leaving  an  interval  between  the  bottom  of  the  pass,  and  the  lower 
end  of  the  apron,  for  the  escape  of  the  water,  which,  diverted  by  the 
apron,  is  forced  down  its  inclined  plane  through  this  interval  and  over 
the  bottom  with  great  velocity,  thus  scouring  away  the  mud  and  sand. 

The  device  was  successful,  ami  the  desired  width  and  depth  were  soon 
obtained. 

PURCHASE   A>'D   SALE   OF  BOATS. 

During  the  year  the  new  towboat  Ella  Andrews  has  been  x>urchased 
and  also  thirteen-sixteenths  of  the  old  tugboat  Brearly,  while  the  Graf- 
ton and  the  Piasa,  larger  boats,  have  been  sold. 

THE   CHANNEL  THROUGH  THE  BAR  AT   THE  MOUTH   OF   SOUTH   PASS. 

By  the  1st  of  July,  1878,  Mr.  Eads  had  obtained  a  channel  22  feet 
deep  and  200  feet  wide.  Since  then,  up  to  July  8, 1879,  he  has  obtained 
other  channels  as  follows :  At  the  mouth  of  South  Pass,  March  27, 
1879,  a  channel  24  feet  deep  and  over  200  feet  wide ;  April  7,  1879,  a 
channel  25  feet  deej)  and  over  200  feet  wide;  June  18,  1879,  one  2G  feet 
deep  and  over  200  feet  wide;  and  July  8,  1879,  a  channel  30  feet  deep 
Avithout  regard  to  width. 

July  10  there  was  a  navigable  channel  at  the  head  of  South  Pass  26 
feet  deep.  On  the  14th  of  June,  the  date  of  Chart  No.  2,  there  was  a 
navigable  channel  through  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  South  Pass  28  feet 
deep. 

The  following  table,  giving  the  minimum  depths  at  various  dates  ot 
the  channel  from  East  Point  downwards,  in  separate  reaches  of  2,000 
feet  each,  will  enable  the  mind  to  appreciate  the  progressive  improve 
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meiit  of  the  clianiiel,  a  progress  not  always  coustant  and  uninterrupted, 
but  still  <(enerally  persistent : 


I)i.stance>}  iu  feet  from  Ea«t  l*()ijit. 


Datr. 


Miir. 


May 
Juiu 
July 
Julv 
July 


June  — ,  1S75. 
Mav  — .  187t> 
AuL'.  — .1><7(}. 
Nov.  —.1876 
W,li<ll. 

2, 1877 

Apr.  22. 1^'77. 

May    10.1877. 

~ "  '     24,  1877 . 

28,1877. 

3,1877. 

7. 1877. 

8,1877. 
July  28,1877 
Auj;.  30,1877. 
28. 1877 

25. 1877. 
31.1877. 

3. 1877 . 
13,1877. 

1,1877. 

/.  Ihi  / 

14,1877. 

1,  1878 

2. 1878. 
4,1878. 

13. 1878. 
24,  1878. 


Se.pt 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Xov. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

I><'C. 

Jan. 
F««h. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Mav 
May 

JUIH 
JuiH 

Julv 

Dec. 

D.c. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

A]»r. 

May 

Juut 

JUU( 
JuiK 

Junr 
Julv 


2ri,  1878. 

20. 1878 
27. 1S78. 

3, 1878. 

{>,  1878. 

23,  1878. 

3,  1878. 

19. 1878. 
2, 1878. 
2.  1878. 
3,1878. 

6. 1878. 
28,1878. 

20. 1879. 
13,1879 
14, 1879. 
19.  1879. 
24, 1879. 

27. 1879 

8. 1879. 
13, 1879. 
11, 1879. 
12.1879. 
14.1879. 
18.  Ih79. 

8. 1879. 


«t„2.a««.       %^Z'" 


22.5 
23.  3 
23.5 
22.0 
24.1 


18.7 
20.  3 
19.6 
20.3 
21.1 


24.9 


•>. 


24.  0 


24.4 


26.3 


4,000  to 
6,000. 


16.7 
22.  0 
21.0 

21. 1 

23. 2 


6,000   to 
8,000. 

10.2 
21.0 
23.  5 
21.  2 
22.0 


8, 0(H)  tu 
10,000. 


9.7 
17.1 
23.0 
21.1 
21.2 


22.  I 


21. 4 


10,000   to 
12,000. 

U.2 
15.0 
19.8 
2<J.  3 
20.5 
21.  li 
20.  ."> 
19.5 
17.8 
18.0 


23.5 


23.8 


20.0 


28, 


.5 


04     »> 

mm^»    mm 


23.0 


•>i 


26.0 


25.9 


35.  5 


25.  4 


24.3 


28.4 


26.4 


35.7 


27.1 


29.3 


28.6 


27.5 


43.4 


27.0 


27.0 


27.  5 


47.7 


29.2 


29.2 


30.5 


28. 4 
30.7 


31.0 


30.7 


I 


20.3 
2<».  8 
20.7 


21.0 


21.3 


2;t.  7 
23.0 
22.8 
23.2 
20.5 


23.0 

23.2 

22.3 

22.2 

22.0 

21.9 

23.0 

23.0 

2:*.  9 

22.2 

24.8 

27.0 
27.0 


28.0 
36.6 


WORK   DURING  THE    YKAR   AT  THE   HEAD   OF   PASSES. 


On  the  tsnliutrytd  dam  in  Souihueal  Pam. — A  rel'croncr  to  the  sixth  re])Ort  of  the  in- 
RlxM'tor,  April  f),  1H77,  on  the  Sciith  l*jiss  iniproveiiieiit,  Chart  No.  5,  Rhows  that  this 
(lam,  called  at  the  lime  a  maltre.^s-Hlll,  consistiiij;  meitjly  of  one  tier  of  mattresM'p, 
mostly  75  feet  wide,  hut  at  its  we.stei  ly « iid  ir>  feet  wide  only,  and  2  feet  thick  through- 
out,  rxtcn<h'd  nearly  aeros.s  Southwest  Pass,  or  from  the  extreme  point  of  the  west  T- 
head  to  within  about  IJIM)  feet  of  the  west  shore-lin<».  The  W(U"k  remained  iu  this  con- 
dition, suhstantially,  until  December,  1?^7H,  when  the  task  of  building  np  this  dam  was 
eoiiimeneed. 

TIh^  projeet  contem))Iat4Ml  the  eontinuunee  of  the  construction  uutil  25  or  36  feet  of 
wat<>r  only  should  be  available  as  a  channel,  instead  of  al>out  !U  or  32  feet  orl|rinaIly 
cxistintr  ov(>r  the  site  of  the  mattress-sill.  That  projeet  has  been  executed  as  followii: 
On  tlu!  sinj^le  tier  of  mattresses  formerly  laid  down  (elsewhere  than  from  360  to  625 
feet  from  the  west  shore,  whore  fl,  second  layer  has  b(*en  superposed  on  the  first ),  sec- 
ond, third,  and  fourth  tiers  have  been  constructed. 

The  condition  of  the  dam  is  now  as  follows :  The  first  tier  is  2,843 feet  in  length ;  on 
this  is  a  layer  of  mud  about  1^  feet  thick.  The  second  tier  commences  365  feet  from 
the  west  shore  and  contains  3rj  mattros.ses,  extendiug  to  a  point  1,855  feet  from  tbA 
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time  ud  dlffenuce  of  aunfl,  ^Tfl  being 
the  re»dtog  tor  animge  H«d.tldB. 

DcMrlptlDn  of  sediineut. 

Wind. 

Kill 

1 

Time. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

111 

i" 

..do.. 

..„.. 

:!;; 

..do.. 
1.M 
..do., 
-do.. 
..do  .. 

:t:: 

..do.. 

:|;; 

1.50 

..do.. 
..do  .. 

;!:: 

::do:: 

..do.. 

::J::: 
::J::: 

..do- 

::S::: 

-do.. 

;!;; 

..do.. 

..do.. 
.-do.. 

il;; 

..do  .. 
-do.- 

:t:: 

..(lO- 

..do.. 

■!■■ 

.dg.. 

.do.. 

-do  .. 

-do.. 

■t:: 
:|:: 

-do.. 

"do;' 

B.Mp.m. 
i-dS-" 

fi.NLm 

..».. 

7.1 

-do- 

A ttaoa  Band,  very  flne:  Tert 

do 

A  tmoe  sand,  fin  0  nnd  VB17  flne  1 

""tola,. 
B  or  8  ™r  coot.  und.  flno  and 

™jffie,««eU,. 

., 

..  do.... 
..-do  — 

U.6Bp.m. 

::;do-- 

a.20p.m. 

Atrawmnd,  fine  and  verr  fine; 

ivetelay. 
PerhapTS  per  cent,  mod,  fine 

anil  very  nnoi  roit  clay. 
About  1  wiDcl,   flne  nod  veiy 

A  tm™  sMd.  fine  and  veij  flne, 

An.?"^: 

2.43 

a.E 

LM 

4.  MB 

..-do-.. 

..-do.... 

About  A,  aand.  flne  and  veiy 

flnoi  reatclar. 
About  A  Toryaao  wudi  reM 

OvtU.loou,.d™.y-oo™, 
^«an,un.Btali,8or,A.. 

-..do.... 
..-do.... 

::t:::. 

..-do-... 
..  do"-... 

«. 

Al>Sy2i'S'd,''raStoli^gnidiui' 
rtl,ii«™l«i«rtolay- 

Almconaud,  fine  and  very  flne; 
™,t^olar. 

Z.B5 

■J"- 

8.SSp.ni, 

Eaat.... 

.. 

^,.7 

Abont  A  ■uxl  fine  aod  very 
flne_j™tc,.y. 

...do.-.. 

About  )  mnd,  Bno  and  tbtt 

..„ 

3.SSp.m- 

2.3Si>.m 

S.B 

T.B 

8.531 

...do.... 

..do..- 

About  t  Mmd.  fine   and  yoiy 
floe:  not  olaj. 

..  do.... 

A  trace  uuid,  flne  and  Teiy  fine ; 

mat  claj. 

..do  .. 

About  A  aand.  fine  and  Teiy 
fine,  ^bobiy.                       ' 

"il:.::^:: 

:::d!!:::: 

—do-.. 

do 
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feet  a  jove  average  flood-tide  and  their  lower  edges  resting  on  the  middle 
line  of  mattress  surfaces,  about  7  feet  below  the  same  plane,  averaging. 
From  this  point  to  the  end  of  the  T-head,  1,215  feet  higher  up,  or  2,0W) 
feet  al)ove  dam  No.  2,  there  is  of  horizontal  mattresses  only  the  founda- 
tion tier,  3S  feet  wide ;  and  the  longer  axis  of  this  part  of  the  extension 
is  the  foundation  on  which  rest  tilted  mattresses,  nearly  uprfglit,  from 
10  to  24  inches  in  thickn(\ss.  The  upper  edges  of  all  these  tilted  mat- 
tresses rise  about  3  feet  above  average  floo(l-tide. 

THE  UPPER  DAM,  OR  NEW  DAM. 

From  the  up-stream  terminiLS  of  the  T-head  extension  starts  a  new 
dam  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  T-hea<l.  It  extends  towards  Northeast 
Pa^ss.  Its  foundation  is  1,880  feet  long.  As  firat  constructed,  the  foun- 
dation consisted  of  two  wide  or  broad  ends  with  an  intermediate  nar- 
rower portion.  The  wider  ends  were  built  by  placing  the  mattre^sses  on 
the  bottom  so  that  their  ends  should  abut  and  their  longer  axes  lie 
across  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  dam.  For  66  feet  in  length  there 
were  two  mattresses,  giving  a  width  of  120  feet.  For  99  feet  farther 
there  were  three  mattresses,  spreading  out  the  base  to  a  width  of  189 
feet.  Thence,  for  455  feet,  the  width  was  aboi^t  125  feet  in  two  mat- 
tresses, and  then  came  a  long  stretch  of  1,020  feet  having  a  single  mat- 
tress 43  feet  across  dam.  For  the  easterly  340  feet  the  line  of  mattresses 
was  double,  giving  a  total  breadth  of  110  feet  to  this  portion  of  the 
foundation.  These  mattresses  were  nearly  of  the  usual  width.  On  the 
westerly  end  of  this  foundation  a  superstnicture  was  laid  as  follows : 
A  second  tier,  2  feet  thick,  43  feet  wide,  and  441  feet  long,  of  seven  mat- 
tresses, began  25  feet  west  of  the  line  of  the  T-head,  and  115  feet  east 
of  the  starting  point  of  the  foundation.  Third  and  fourth  tiers,  of  the 
same  number  of  mattresses,  overlie  all  but  15  feet  of  the  length  of  the 
second  tier,  this  terrace  being  at  the  westerly  end.  The  third  tier  is 
38  feet,  and  the  fourth  33  feet  wide,  thus  terracing  the  sides  as  well  as 
the  ends  of  the  structure. 

Seven  tilted  board-bottom  mattresses  were  then  placed  on  edge  on 
the  fourth  tier,  as  a  foundation,  with  their  ends  abutting,  their  npx>er 
edges  being  about  3  feet  above  average  flood-tide. 

At  the  eastern  end  of  the  dam,  over  the  length  of  340  feet,  forming 
what  may  be  called  the  easterly  abutment  of  the  dam,  five  tiers  of  hori- 
zontal mattresses  extend  over  245  feet,  leaving  at  the  extreme  end  an 
apron  of  the  foundation  about  90  feet  long.  The  lowest  of  these  four 
tiers  is  35  feet  wide  and  the  highest  23  feet  wide.  The  fifth  tier's  upper 
surface  is  Avithin  1.5  feet  of  average  flood-tide,  and  this  is  the  top  of  the 
dam  here. 

Between  these  two  abutments  the  dam  consisted  at  first  of  16  tilted 
mattresses,  2  feet  thick,  with  board  bottoms,  or,  rather,  with  a  board  side, 
their  widths  so  adjusted  to  the  depth  of  the  water  that  the  upper  edge 
shall  be  from  2  to  3  feet  above  average  flood-tide.  They  arc  from  16  to 
19J  feet  wide.  Tlu^ir  lower  edges  rest  on  the  middle  line  of  the  founda- 
tion or  apron  tier. 

After  this  dam  had  been  nearly  finished,  it  was  found  that  the  foun- 
dation Avas  being  rapidly  undermined  in  several  places,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  check  this  action  at  once,  lest  the  whole  structure  should 
be  endangered. 

Mattresses  of  special  sizes  and  shapes  were  constructed  to  fit  holes  in 
and  under  the  foundation  tier,  as  revealed  by  soundings.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  describe  these.  In  all,  15  specially  constructed  mattresfies 
were  sunken,  and  after wanls  a  second  foundation  tier  was  sunken  on 
them,  covering  a  part  of  the  width  of  the  original  foundation  and  1,020 
feet  of  its  length  between  the  abutments,  as  I  have  designated  them. 
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A  second  row  of  tilted  mattresses  was  then  placed  edgewise  on  this  new 
foundation,  on  the  up-stream  side  of  the  original  dam,  the  whole  mak- 
ing in  effect  a  second  dam  above  and  in  contact  with  tlie  first,  compris- 
ing 30  mattresses  in  the  foundation,  and  in  the  subfoundatiou  to  fill 
holes,  and  10  boarded  tilted  mattresses  on  the  flat  foundation.  The 
undermining  ceased,  and  the  condition  of  the  dam  and  of  the  whole  east 
T-head  was  very  good  July  1, 1879. 

A  large  area,  included  between  the  new  dam,  Dam  No.  2,  the  east  T- 
head  extension,  and  east  dike,  is  fast  filling  up  with  accumulations  of 
sediment,  duiing  the  present  lo\^  stage  of  the  river.  What  will  be  the 
effect  of  a  great  and  sudden  rise  in  the  river  we  have  little  data  to 
prophesy  on. 

About  5,373  cords  of  willows  and  862  cubic  yards  of  stone  were  used 
in  the  two  new  structures  at  the  head  of  the  pass  during  the  year. 

All  other  constructions  not  referred  to  in  this  report  are  in  a  condition 
quite  good  '3nough  for  the  purposes  they  serve. 

DEPTHS  OF   THE  HEAD   OF  PASSES. 

In  the  eleventh  report,  depths  in  Southwest  Pass  and  Northeast  Pass, 
ascertained  in  March,  1879,  were  compared  with  depths  found  in  March, 
1878.  I  now  compare  soundings  made,  some  in  March,  1878,  and  some 
in  March,  1879,  with  those  taken  July.  1879.  A  line  over  Southwest 
Pass  mattress-sill  gives  mean  depths  23.9  and  24.8  feet,  respectively, 
indicating  a  deepening  or  depression  of  the  mattresses  of  0.9  feet  in  four 
months.  Two  hundred  feet  below  this  sill  the  mean  depth  was  30.76  feet 
in  March,  1878,  and  30.36  feet  in  July,  1879,  a  shoaling  of  0.4  feet  in  16 
months. 

In  the  Northeast  Pass  one  line  for  comparison  is  550  feet  above  its  sill, 
and  a  second  600  feet  below  it.  In  the  first  case  the  deepening  is  from  a 
mean[depth  of  25.45  feet  in  March,  1878,  to  25.84  feet  July,  1879,  or  a  scour 
of  0.39  feet  in  16  months.  In  the  second  case  a  shoaling  from  29.1  feet  in 
March,  1878,  to  26.8  iu  July,  1879,  or  of  2.3  feet  in  16  months,  appears. 

In  order  to  determine  the  locations  and  amount  of  tendencies  to  changes 
of  depth  in  the  channel  at  the  head  of  South  Pass  since  April,  1878, 
two  imaginary  lines  were  drawn  on  this  chart  and  that  of  July  10,  1879, 
so  as  in  all  cases  to  be  200  feet  apart  across  channel.  These  inclose,  in 
each  instance,  about  the  best  water  for  navigation  at  the  respective 
dates.  Within  these  lines  reaches  are  considered,  each  500  feet  long, 
and  the  soundings  being  distributed  nearly  uniformly,  a  mean  of  all 
depths  in  each  reach  is  ascertained.  The  results  of  the  comparison  are 
given  in  the  following  table : 


Distance  from  Sta.  Cluster. 


0  to  500  feet  above 

500  to  1,000  feet  above 
0  to  500  feet  below 


Mean  depth  of  reach — 


April  12, 1878. 


23.9 
25.9 
27.1 


July  10, 1879. 


26.6 
26.2 
31.5 


Increase  of 
depth. 


2.7 
0.3 
4.4 


CERTIFIED   STATEMENTS  OF  DEPTHS. 

There  will  be  found  herein  all  the  certiticates  of  depths  that  have  been 
made  by  me  during  the  year,  including  those  which  formed  the  basis  of 
Mr.  Eads's  claims  for  compensation  for  obtaining  the  25,  26,  and  30  feet 
channel.  From  these  there  can  be  ascertained  the  minimum  depths 
and  widths  at  both  the  head  and  mouth  of  South  Pass  at  various  dates^ 
based  on  careful  and  accurate  surveys. 
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Statements  were  forwarded  to  the  New  Orleans  Times,  Picayune, 
Democrat,  and  Price-CiuTent.  Each  statement  was  certified  to  as  fol- 
lows : 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement. 

M.  R.  Brown, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A, 
Official: 
Piiblislied  by  order  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Port  Eads,  Im,,  June  2S,  1879. 

January  20,  1879,  there  was  a  practicable  channel  at  least  23.9  feet  deep  at  average 
flood-tide  and  at  high-water  of  the  day  through  the  bar  at  the  end  of  South  Pass  jetties 
and  elsewhere  throughout  the  i)ass,  cxcei>t  over  the  bar  at  the  Head  of  Passes,  and  a 
channel  of  at  least  21.4  feet  deep  at  low- water  of  the  day. 

January  22,  1879,  at  Head  of  Passes  the  least  depth  of  channel  at  average  flood-tide 
and  at  high-water  of  the  day  was  22.1  feet,  and  at  low-water  20.6  feet. 

February- 19, 1879. — Over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  South  Pass,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1879,  there  was  a  channel  at  average  flood-tide  and  at  high-water  of  the  day  having 
a  least  depth  of  22.2  feet,  with  a  width  of  200  feet.  At  low- water  of  the  day  the  least 
depth  was  21.2  feet. 

'    ilarch  15, 1879. — Over  South  Pass  bar  the  depth  of  water  at  average  flood-tide,  March 
14,  1879,  was  24.8  feet.     The  least  width  for  this  depth  was  80  feet. 

At  high-wat^T  of  the  dav  tlie  least  depth  was  25.4  feet,  and  at  low-water  23.8  feet. 

At  Head  of  Passes  March  3  least  depth  of  channel  at  average  flood-tide  was  23  feet, 
at  high-tide  24.5  feet,  and  at  low-tide  23.3  feet. 

April  14,  1879. — Statement  of  the  depth  and  width  of  the  improved  channel  at  the 
mouth  of  South  Pass  April  7,  and  of  the  channel  at  the  head  of  South  Pass  April  11, 
1879: 

I  certify  that  a  channel  existed  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1879,  at  the  month  of  Sonth 
Pass  25  feet  deep,  and  in  no  place  less  than  230  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  between  the 
deep  water  of  the  pass  and  the  deep  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  also,  that  on  the 
11th  day  of  April,  l'^9,  There  was  at  the  ln»ad  of  South  Pass  a  channel  sufficiently  wide 
for  navigation,  having  a  least  depth  of  24  feet,  and  that  the  23-feet  channel  at  the 
same  place  had  nowht^re  less  width  than  125  feet. 

May  13,  1879.— Through  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  South  Pass,  May  13,  1879,  there 
was  at  average  flood-tide  and  at  high-water  of  the  day  a  practicable  channel,  having 
a  least  de])th  of  26  feet.     The  25-feet  channel  was  140  feet  wide  in  its  narrowest  place. 

At  the  head  of  South  Pass  May  3,  1879,  the  least  depth  of  the  channel  at  average 
fl<)(Ml-tide  was  24.2  feet ;  the  length  of  channel  having  a  less  depth  than  25  feet  was 
200  feet. 

At  high- water  of  the  day  the  least  depth  on  the  bar  at  head  of  Sonth  Pass  was  25.3 
feet,  and  at  low-water  25.1  feet. 

June  19,  1879. — At  the  mouth  of  South  Pass,  June  14,  1879,  there  was  at  average 
flood-tide  and  at  hi^h- water  of  the  day  a  channel  having  a  least  depth  of  26  feet  for  a 
width  of  20."i  feet  m  its  narrowest  part.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  navigable 
channel  28  fei't  deep  iu  its  shoalest  part.  At  low-water  of  the  day  these  depths  were 
diminished  1.2  feet. 

At  the  Head  of  Passes,  June  17,  there  was,  at  average  flood-tide,  a  navigable  channel 
having  a  ieast  dejith  of  2.44  feet. 

July  10,  1879. — At  the  mouth  of  South  Pass,  July  8,  there  was,  at  avera^  flood- 
tide,  a  navigable  channel  having  a  le.nst  depth  of  :M).5  feet  from  deeper  water  in  South 
Pass  to  deeper  water  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  At  high-tide  of  the  day  this  depth  waa  30 
feet,  and  at  low-tide  29.7  feet. 

At  the  Head  of  l^asses,  July  10,  there  was,  at  average  flood-tide,  a  navigable  chan- 
nel having  a  least  dei)th  of  26  feet. 

Certificates  as  bases  of  payments  to  Mr,  Eads  for  dbtalning  the  25,  26,  and  dOfoet  channth, 

respectively. 

Port  Eads,  La.,  April  10,  1879. 
Hon.  George  W.  McCrary, 

Secretary  of  War : 

(Through  Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Wright,  Acting  Chief  of  Engineers.) 

Statement  of  the  depth,  width,  and  extent  of  the  im]>roved  channel  at  the  lower  end 

of  South  Pass,  Mis8is8ipi>i,  April  7,  1879. 

I  certify  that  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1879,  the  channel  in  that  portion  of  South 
Pass  between  the  South  Pass  Light-house  and  the  deeper  water  of  the  Golf  of  Mezioo^ 
including  a  passage  through  the  bar  near  the  jetties'  ends,  had  in  its  shoaleat  purt  % 
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navigable  depth  of  27  feet,  and  that  throughout  this  extent  the  26-feet  channel  had  a 
least  width  oi  150  feet,  and  the  25-feet  chauuel  a  least  width  of  230  feet. 

M.  R.  BROWN, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A, 

Junk  19,  1879. 

I  certify  that  on  the  18th  of  June,  1879,  there  was  a  channel  at  the  mouth  of  So\ith 
Pass,  through  the  jetties,  26  feet  in  depth  and  not  less  than  200  feet  in  width  at  the 
bottom,  measured  at  average  flood-tide,  and  extending  from  a  wider  and  deepei 
channel  in  South  Pass  to  deeper  water  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

M.  R.  BROWN, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A. 

m 

I  certify  that  on  the  17th  June,  1879,  there  was  a  channel  through  the  shoal  at  the 
head  of  South  Pass  having,  at  average  flood- tide,  a  least  depth  of  24.4  feet. 

M.  R.  BROWN, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A, 

July  10,  1879. 

I  certify  that  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1879,  there  was  a  channel  at  the  mouth  of 
South  Pass,  through  the  ietties,  30  feet  in  depth  without  regard  to  width,  measured 
at  average  flood-tide,  and  extending  from  a  wider  and  deeper  channel  in  South  Pass 
to  deeper  water  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

M.  R.  BROWN, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U,  S,  A, 

July  10,  1879. 

I  certify  that  on  the  10th  day  of  July,  1879,  there  was  a  navigable  channel  through 
the  shoal  at  the  bead  of  South  Pass,  having  at  average  flood-tide  a  least  depth  of  26 
feet. 

M.  R.  BROWN, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 

SEDIMENT  OBSERVATIONS — ^MAINTENANCE  OF  CHANNEL. 

Since  July  1, 1879,  Mr.  Eads  has  been  paid  for  obtaining  the  26-foot, 
channel  200  feet  wide,  and  the  30-foot  channel  without  regard  to  widtht 
at  the  mouth  of  South  Pass,  and  simultaneously  the  requisite  depth  at 
the  head  of  South  Pass.  I  refer  to  this  because  the  many  surveys  re- 
quired of  me  in  connection  with  the  attaiument  of  these  channels  have 
prevented  the  collection  of  some  of  the  data  desired  for  my  annual  re- 
port, and  have  retarded  the  procurement  of  more.  Simultaneous  current 
observations  in  the  three  passes  have  been  necessarily  deferred  until 
cold  weather. 

Now  that  Mr.  Eads's  pecuniary  interest  in  tl^e  success  of  the  ietties  is 
limited  to  the  maintenance  of  depths  hitherto  obtained,  it  has  become 
very  important  to  know  when  surveys  should  be  made  at  all  doubtful 
points  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  thfe  designated  depths  and  widths 
have  been  preserved  continuously. 

It  is  quite  well  settled  that  little  diflSculty  is  experienced  in  keep- 
ing a  wide  and  deep  channel  except  that  when  in  high  stages  of  the 
river  coarse  sand  is  being  brought  down  the  pass  in  suspension  ;  also 
that  sand  less  than  0.05  of  an  inch  in  diameter  does  not  remain  long 
on  the  bar,  and  that  only  when  sand  coarser  than  this  is  to  be  found 
need  we  feel  any  apprehension  as  to  the  maintenance  of  a  good  channel. 
Hence,  the  intelligent  observation  of  sediment  samples  indicates  when 
surveys  are  needed  with  unusual  frequency. 

When  the  river  is  not  high  or  rising  and  coarse  sand  is  not  carried  in 
suspension  it  seems  that  twice  a  month  is  as  often  as  surveys  are  needed, 
and  with  the  present  strength  of  my  party  at  Port  Eads  this  frequency 
is  easily  attained.  The  sediment  observations  are  now,  therefore,  of 
greatly  increased  importance. 
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Abont  A  "ond,  fine  and  vecy 

J." 

-do-. 

:t:; 

..do- 

-do,- 

-do.. 
..do., 
-do.- 

LM 
-do,, 

:1: 

..do.. 

.Si" 

.do.. 

..do.. 

.do.. 

..do  .- 

..do  .. 
-dO- 

,dD.. 

..do- 
..do.. 

...... 

.'■r-.-; 

6.00p.in. 

Norll,... 

S.0 

Abont  )saod.aneand  very  fine; 
A™nl'i™d,flneaBd  very  fine; 
diameter,  ^j^  rent  clay. 

...do-.. 

..do.... 

About  lund.  One  and  very  fine! 

A™uU  ™d.  fine  and  very  fine, 

ro»t  cbiT. 
About  Hand,  fine  and  very  fine; 

O.^V^d:averyr.'»eo<ne 
Aff^Jy™^"^': 

...a.... 

...do.... 

...do.... 
..-do.... 

e.OSa.ia 
...do.... 

"L':-. 

Abont  1  aandi  very  fine;  reat 

clay. 
Atraeeaaod  very  flM:  rest  olay 
Aboatlaamj.  Oneand  very  fine; 
Abmit°l«iid,  fine  and  very  flDBi 

^10 

Baat  ... 

1.44 

s.n3s 

...do... 

A  bont  1  aaod.  flne  and  very  flue  I 
teat  clay. 

488 


REPORT   OF   THE    SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 


Sedmmt 


Date. 


Time. 


Location — at  Corey's  base. 


..  ..I. 


1879. 
Apr.  21 


1.35  p.m..   Center  of  pass. 


Do...    1.45  p.m.. 

Do...i do 

Do. ..'.-. .do 


Apr.  26 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 


Do... 
Do... 
Do  .. 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Apr.  29 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 


L42p. 

do  . 

...do. 

1.50  p. 

— do  . 


m. 


About  150  feet  firom  west  shore. 

do 

do 


m. 


About  150  feet  from  east  shore 

do 

do 

Center  of  pass 

do 


m. 


Mav    3 

1)0... 


...do 
...do 
, .  -  .do 

L  57  p.m... 
do 

...do 

1.38p 

...do... 

...do  ... 

1. 45  p.  m 
—  do  ... 

...do... 
, . .  .do  . . . 

...do... 

1. 62  p 
...do 

...do 


do 
do 
do 


m. 


2.26  p.m.. 
....do 


Do. 


Do... 
Do... 
Do... 


.do 


About  150  feet  from  west  shore 

do 

do 

About  150  feet  from  east  shore 

do 

do 

Center  of  pass 

do 

do 

do 

do 

About  150  feet  from  west  shore. 

do 

do 


About  150  feet  fh)m  east  shore. 
do 


2.34  p.m. 

do 

...do.... 


Do. 


Do. 


Do... 
Do  .. 
Do... 


.do 
do 


Mav     6 
i)o... 


2. 50  p.  m. 

— do 

...do.... 


.do 


Center  of  pass. 

do 

do 


do 
.do 


About  150  feet  from  west  shore. 

do 

do 


1.45  p.  m.. 
...do 


Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


do 


About  150  feet  from  oast  shore. . 
do 


.do 


1.50p.m..  Center  of  pass. 
— do do 


Do.. 

Do...i 

Do...! 


Do... 
Do... 
Do.. 
Mav  10 
Do... 
Do... 


Do. 
Do. 


.do 

do 

.do 


2.00  p. 
— do 

do 

4.05  p. 
— do 
....do 


.do 
do 
do 


m. 


m. 


About  150  feet  fh)m  west  shore 

do 

do 

About  150  feet  frt)m  east  shore. . 

do 

do 


4.10  p.  m. . '  Center  of  pass. 
do do 


Surface. 


Surface  . 
14.4 
27.5 

Surface  . 
8 

16 
24 
33.5 

Surface  . 
14.9 
29.0 

Surface  . 
14.2 
28.0 

Surface  . 

8 

16 

24 

33 

Surface  . 
19.0 
87.0 

Surface  . 
12.9 

24.0 

Surface  . 
8 
16 

24 

82 

Surfkce  . 
15.3 
29.5 

Surface.. 
18 

25 

Sorfooe.. 
8 

16 
24 
83.5 


Surface.. 
14.2 
27.4 

Surface.. 
14.8 
26.3 

Surface.. 
8 


.0007986 

.0006815 

.6607947 

.0004305 
.0006264 
.0008034 
.0004534 
.0000068 

.0007426 
.0008732 

.6666i59 
.0006440 
.0008096 
.0006247 


.  0011108 
.0005871 
.  0007119 
.  0010881 
.  0011242 
.0007606 
.0010223 
.0010352 
.0011082 

.0008932 
.0014880 

.0015725 

.0008998 
.0011045 
.0014984 

.0015584 

.0017289 

.0011665 
.0012555 
.  0014774 

.0008805 
.0012604 

.0012987 

.0008466 
.0010284 


.  0011451 
.0018870 


.0008788 
.0009662 
.  0010150 
.0005060 
.0008457 
.  0010178 

.  0005666 
.0006301 


Tide. 


2.86 

.do  .. 
.do., 
.do.. 


3.09 
.do  .. 
.do., 
.do  .. 
.do.. 


.do., 
.do., 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do.. 
2.76 
.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do  .. 
.do., 
.do .. 
.do., 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do.. 


2.06 
.do  .. 


.do 


.do  .. 
.do., 
.do  .. 


..do 
..do 


-do.. 

.do. 

.do.. 


2.16 
.do.. 


.do 

.do 
.do 

.do 
.do 
.do 


.do  .. 
.do., 
.do  .. 
2.61 
.do., 
.do.. 


.do 
do 


.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


....do 

...do 

....do 

....do ..... 

....do 

....do 

Stationaxy 
....do..... 

....do 

— do 

. . .  .do  .... 

....do 

do 

....do 

. . .  .do  . . . . . 

....do 

do .... 


FaUing... 
....do!... 


.do 


.do ..... 

.do 

.do 


.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

do 


.do .... 
.do 


.do 

.do 
.do 

.do 
.do 
.do 


.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


..do 
.do 


Falling 


.do 
.do 
.do 


9L50 

.do., 
.do., 
.do  .. 

9.80 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do.. 


..t 


..do 
..do 
.do 
.do 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
8.70 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do .. 
.do  .. 
.do .. 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 

0.40 
.do  .. 


.do  ., 


..do 
..do 
..do 


.do .. 

.do  .. 

.do  .. 
.do  .. 
.do  .. 

9L00 
.do  .. 

.do  .. 


..do 
..do 


.do 

do 

.do 


..do  .. 
..do.. 
..do  .. 
&00 
..do.. 
..do.. 


.do .. 
.do .. 
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Maxlmmo  and  minim 
Ome.  and  dUfareno 
the  reading  for  aie 

rase  flood  tide. 

wind. 

liji 

1 

1 

1 

I* 

1 

•time. 

P 

1 

1 

1.70 

;l; 

LBS 
..Oo- 
..do. 

..do. 
..do.. 

:S:: 

&.ia».m 

S.»p.m 
...do... 

Abont  1  aand,  flne  and  very  flno; 

icstoUj. 
Ati«JO«uid,venfin«,  fmtttor 

BMiwm 
....do... 

-t  - 

...do... 

.^*/o": 

About  («and.  Bno  and  vei;  fine; 

A  ttSM  sund,  TBij  Bno ;  rest  clq- 

::S::: 

::dS:: 

....do... 

AtncoToiy  Baa  Bond !  natoliy 

..do.. 

'•"'*" 

N.E... 

fl.3 

i&JSSZJj^Sffi, 

AtracoB^Ttiiflie;  iiiidijr' 

Over  1  aand,  mosU;  tut;  fine  ; 

A  trace  Band,  Terr  floe  1  reBtclay 
Abont  laand,  fine  and  Y0I7  fine ; 

Nnri;''lBLd.flneandveiyiii>e! 

ir 

..■do.. 

:!:; 

..do.. 
..do.. 

..do.. 
".il '.'. 

..do.. 
..do.. 

..do  - 
.do  .. 
.do.. 

.do.. 

..do.. 

;!;; 

..do.. 
-do.. 

-do.- 

v.il :: 

..do.. 
..do.. 

::£:: 

-.do  -, 

;;£:: 

..do., 
-do-. 
..do.. 

'X-; 

.^"'d?-"; 

8.B.... 

Bl7 

4.SS0 

....do... 

....do... 

About  iBand,  flue  and  Terr  flne; 
AboBtl  Band,  flno  and  very  fine; 
Abont  I  BADd,  flue  and  TPiy  fine  i 

j^Xy?:. 

...do    .. 

......... 

....do... 

..do..- 

.':1^:.™: 

Over  1  fine  and  Tery  fine  Band  1 

rest  olsy. 
AUelav.: 

Abont)  Band,  fine  and  vaiy  flno! 

Ab^nliJid.  fine  and  very  flnej 

j^^uT': 

I, 

8.a.... 

&2 

IMO 

,-dO,-.. 

:t:::: 

...do.... 

A  traoe  Band,  fine  and  Tery  line ; 
rest  olaj. 

...do..., 
...do.... 

A  tnioe  aand,  very  flD«!  real  cloy 
Abont  1  BBDd.    a  te«  gnlna 

Afei:5;?^flne.re.t.Uy 

U.*Sa.in. 

it.ii.-. 

UO 

fli[lBi*rBat  clay. 

..do.. 

..do.... 

Ti°d?::::;;:::::::::::::::::: 
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Dalu, 

,^.. 

LocDtlos— at  Cory'e  baae. 

1. 

B 

1 

1 

lUa. 

i 

„'.r.. 

18 

S3 

8urE.C0- 
6.u-fli«j- 

SO 
Surfttcis- 

23.0 

6urfi«.. 

IB 

M 

8« 
Surfaw.. 

J3 

Surftw. 

sa.5 

Surfaop. 

Sorfdri- 

24 

Snrfiieo. 

24 

SurfiM*. 

.ooosus 

.0008870 
.0008547 

!00083W 
.OODSSH 

ioOOIlM 
.0004383 
.0008494 
.0008477 

.OOOSOW 

:  0004318 
.0008307 

.OOlOlM 
,0007055 

:  0007838 
.000B3M 
.00113537 

.ouo4sa3 

;0002I»B 

:D002g5+ 
.(IU0!8«9 
.0OO3KS 
.00K474 

!00l»087 
.  0001417 

:  0002039 

itwMoao 
■.ooomo 
.0O018SS 
!uoozi2s 

.0001929 

ioooHiug 

.0002073 

.00018:7 

.0001178 

151 

ralltog.... 

.do.. 

-.-dd 

s°-- 

Alwnt  ISO  IfM  fhnuwvBt  ■bore. 

..do..' 

"£■• 

■■■    '-"i^^f^i^i^iiiiir 

1" 

::!:;;;; 

..do_. 
7.30 

t:: 

;:£::::: 

..do..' 

..do.. 

— -du 

About  150  n^flt  bum  veat  nhoie. 

.do.. 



..do..; 

:s;^;: 

LSI 

...do 

-t 

M^vlT 

AlKint  150  feat  from  eiut  alion. . 

r' 

■r,r»- 

1 

:t:: 

.-..do 

do   ' 

.do- 
.do.. 
.da.. 

..do.. 
..do. 

—. d» 

....ao 

,  ; 

l.«p.n... 

About  ISO  feet  from iniBt  abore. 

..do  -1 

"ff" 

;:^;.n.:. 

^^. -.lit  IW  feet ftwm coat  abora.- 

::::3:;:::: 

....do 

::::S:::;: 
:::|::::: 

i.50> 

i)». , 

..d... 



"r- 

do 

About  ISO  fHt  from  mat  ahoro 

..*,..; 

"S" 

Ab^utJMfcat&omeMUhore.. 

:t:: 

..du  .. 

::S: 
::do: 

..do. 

::S:: 

3.54 

;|: 

!!do! 

..do. 
"rtn' 

::::S::::: 

....do  

:::t::;:: 

....do 

:-t:::: 

....do..., 
....do.... 

4.00. 

1:3: ;; 

D».-. 

!     

..do..; 

;;S:: 

Z... 

Ai;iufi™-f«ii-i,ii-™i-.bi^ 

""rf;" 

Aboul  150  f™t  ftoDi  e«Bt  ibm. 

r: 

■ii.-«..-» 

n  "hi'j 

..d..., 

lO.l^Hfl.11. 

About  ISO  feet  from  wrat  ehore 

..J... 

Do... 

....do.... 

.il" 

4 


I 


1 


t 

i 
I 

i 
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Da.. 

TtelL'. 

LociUJoa-ot  Corj'B  baaa. 

■3^ 

1 

If 
f 

Tide. 

1 

"T" 

::::ao"" 

....do.... 
Lis  p.m. 

'"..it":: 

About  ISO  feat  bnii  eart  ihare-. 
da 

18 

10 
Bnr&eo.. 

22.0 
HnrftoB.. 

BnrfBCB.. 

U 

13 

:  0005114 

loooaiM 

[oSffilM 

ioooiai 
ioooiios 

.0001192 

.00111093 
.0002832 
.0000084 
.0000038 
.0001983 

1.60 
..do.. 

:£:: 

..do.. 

::3::: 

..do  .. 
..do.. 

:t:: 

..do  .. 

:t- 

..do., 
-.do., 

FUHnK.... 

:::do::": 

...do  

"idol:::: 

...do 

:::do::::: 

...do  

;:|::;;; 

:::dD::::: 
...do  

&(0 

■:t:. 

.do- 

:S;: 

1;: 
t»: 
1;: 
.1:; 

..do.. 

::r: 

Co... 

Almut  IMhet  ftom  weit  ahora. 

j™«io 

Abont  190  feet  from  eut  (huro. . 

Do... 

AboDt  ISO  feet  (torn  we*t  iboie 
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T*«Tl.niini  and  minlmitm  reacliua  of  EBaRe, 

DcHriptiaixifudiiiunt. 

w«^ 

5^H 

ill 

jilli 

1 

Time. 

1 

i 

1 
1 

1 

1 

i 

L43 

..do  .. 

:t:: 
■l:: 

..do. 

2. 28 
..do.. 

::S:: 

■I"- 

..do.. 

::a::: 

B.N)».m. 

5.30  p.  ■» 

,. 

..do.. 

::2:: 

lS^yr^.T!5.?!";.f!!^:^?: 

u.».. 

..«p.m. 

S  E 

a< 

...do.... 
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OEBP-aRi.  BUBTET  TO  A  DEPTH  QVOATSV,  THAN  PIFTT  FSXT. 

In  Aiignst,  1876,  a  snrvAy  •»ae  inade  along  nine  radial  lines,  starting 
near  the  ends  of  the  Jettiea  and  projecting  into  a  depth  of  about  320  feet 
of  water,  TMs  sorvey  was  made  on  the  United  Statea  dredgeboat  Es- 
sayons ;  anch  a  ship,  having  a  long  deck  hi^h  above  the  water,  is  needed  to 
make  anch  a  survey  within  the  limits  of  tune  at  my  disposal  foe  the  pui^ 
pose.  No  om»rtiinity  for  repeating  this  survey  presented  itself  until 
lately,  when  I  ascertuned  that  I  coold  secnie  the  use  of  the  same  ship 
tar  a  few  weeks,  paying  her  expenses  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
ezaminationB  and  surveys  of  South  Pass.  Accordingly,  on  the  15th 
June,  the  £ssayons's  commander  iep(»1ed  to  me  ^ith  Ms  ship  at  South 
Pass. 

Several  days  with  starong  wind  oflbhore  occnrred  at  onoe,  and  great 
care  was  tftten  to  maike  no  Houndings  on  days  when  an  ezunination 
showed  the  eilstenoe  of  strong  oross-cnrrents,  or  of  any  crosa-Dftzenta 
over  one-third  of  a  mile  per  honr.  Neai^  a)wa^  these  eoneiits  were 
insignifloant  The  boat  bad  to  he  retained  fifteen  days  in  order  to  obtain 
seven  days  ^propriate  for  the  work.  The  lines  were  very  oaieftiUy  itul 
Msny  checks  vexe  made  on  ttie  angles  by  having  from  Ulree  to  Ave  as- 
sistants reading  diem  simaltaneooa^,  and  by  romiing  on  range^  fto. 

One  capable  leadsman  watched  another  who  cast  the  lead,  and  Hba 
results  are  as  reliable  as  can  be  obtained,  except  by  the  dow  and  ooatly 
ose  of  the'aoonrate  apparatus  employed  by  Uie  Owwt  Snrv^,  loafalg  an 
iron  shot  at  each  cast. 

Still  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  bare  very  little  knowledge  of 
bow  far  the  lead  sinks  into  the  bottom,  and  we  know  that  tius  distance 
cannot  be  uniform  over  the  whole  area  surveyed,  and  that  it  may  notbe 
quite  the  same  in  a  certain  locality  at  different  times.  Still  the  surveys 
are  very  valuable,  and  give  us  the  best  attainable  data. 

Fivelinea  are  selected,  which  almost  exactly  coincide  with  linessonnded 
in  Augustj  1876,  and  which  divide  pretty  equally  the  angular  distance 
between  Imes  which  inclose  most  of  the  water  of  the  survey.  These 
lines  are  delineated  ou  sheet  No.  4  graphically,  and  they  show  the  amount 
of  shoaling  and  deepening  between  August,  1876,  and  June,  1879,  They 
are  numbered  1,  2,  3j  5,  and  11, 

The  entire  survey  is  charted  on  sheet  No.  4.  Fourteen  lines  in  all  were 
run.  The  mean  intersection  of  these  lines  with  the  contour  lines  anc- 
eessively  50  feet  deeper  by  designation,  that  is,  beginning  at  the  150- 
foot  contour  and  increasing  by  successive  stages  50  feet  at  a  time  nntil 
the  300-foot  contour  is  incladeil,  will  give  us,  approximately,  the  mean 
position  of  the  several  contours  with  reference  to  any  given  base.  In- 
cluding only  the  area  common  to  the  surveys  of  both  1870  and  1879,  we 
have  in  the  first  9  lines,  and  in  the  second  11  lines.  We  use  for  compari- 
sion  only  fl  lines,  which  nearly  coincide  in  location  in  the  two  surveys. 
With  reference  to  a  right-hne  base  joining  the  old  ends  of  the  jetties, 
perpendicular  ordinates  dropped  from  the  points  of  intersection  of  the 
5  lines  of  soundings  with  these  several  contours  give  for  the  two  sur- 
reys results  as  follows : 


MmtMenU  0/  eurttt  from  August,  1976,  to  Jane,  1879 

DedfuUbmor  ooatooT.                              iSOfoet. 

KKlfeet 

SO  rest. 

*»(*«. 

Ad       fled            rd  In  fHt                                                                    ITO 

3W 

1,1<M 

SOUTH  PASS  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI   EIVER. 


In  the  ninth  report  I  have  given  an  account  of  the  methods  followed 
in  making  a  survey  of  the  main  body  of  South  Pass  in  January,  187S. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1879,  the  survey  was  reiwated,  nsing  the  same 
methods  as  before. 

The  results  are  apparent  in  charts  No.  5  and  6,  appended,  and  tlie  sec- 
tions on  sheet  No.  5. 

The  table  given  below  shows  the  amount  of  fill  or  scour  in  the  interval 
of  about  a  year  and  a  half  in  successive  sections  1,000  feet  long,  and 
the  sections  represented  on  sheet  No.  5  show  graphically  the  difl'erence 
in  mean  depths  obtained  by  a  comparison  of  the  survey  of  June,  1879, 
with  that  of  January,  1878 : 
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se 

83 
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80 
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13 
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F.  ISK 
0.402 

0:707 

O.SW 
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0.2«g 
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0.0S3 
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SS 
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In  the  ninth  report  is  a  table  correspOQding  to  the  present  one,  com- 
paring the  Coast  Survey  of  1876  with  my  own  of  1878. 

The  main  Pass,  it  will  be  seen,  is  considered  in  two  sections,  one 
from  Bayon  Grande  upward,  to  near  the  head  of  South  Pass ;  and  the 
other  from  Bayon  Grande  down,  to  South  Paas  light-house. 

For  the  flrat  or  upper  part  the  average  depth  of  fill  is  0,695  foot  and 
the  total  amount  of  fill  431,302  cubic  yards.  For  the  second,  or  lower 
part,  the  average  scour  is  0.664  foot  and  the  total  amount  of  scour 
434.290  cubic  yards. 

The  net  fill  Id  excess  of  scour  &om  June,  1875,  to  June,  1S79,  is  a  little 
over  3,000.000  cubic  yards  for  the  whole  pass  above  South  Pass  light- 
house, making  a  net  decrease  of  depth  of  about  2,4  feet. 
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STJBYEY  OF  ONE  AND  A  QUARTER  SQUARE  MILES  JUST  SEAWARD 
OF  THE  ENDS  OF  SOUTH  PASS  JETTIES. — COMPARISONS  OF  DEPTHS 
OF  JULY,   1878,  WITH  THOSE  OF  JULY,  1879. 

This  fan-shaped  area  was  surveyed  in  June,  1876,  June,  1877,  Jiily, 
1878,  and  now  again  in  July,  1879. 

Its  subdivision  into  21  smaller  areas,  identical  in  all  cases,  has  been 
heretofore  noted.  These  subdivisions  have  been  covered  with  soundings, 
as  uniformly  as  is  practicable,  and  the  mean  depth  of  each  subdivision 
at  the  various  dates  has  been  ascertained. 

The  whole  cubic  volume  of  water  divided  by  its  surface  gives  us  a 
mean  depth  for  the  whole  area,  and  thus  we  ascertain,  generally,  the 
nature  and  amount  of  changes  in  this  area. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  there  has  been  a  mean  shoaling  of  2.56 
feet.    In  two  years  the  shoaling  is  0.76  foot. 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparisons  at  the  different  dates,  in 
detail,  of  the  quantities  of  water  in  21  subdivisions  of  a  fan-shaped  area 
containing  about  IJ  square  miles  immediately  seaward  of  the  ends  of 
South  Pass  jetties. 
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The  shoaling  indicated  above  for  the  year  is  also  made  evident  by  an 
examination  of  the  varions  curves  of  equal  depth,  and  by  comparing 
those  of  July,  1878,  with  those  of  July,  1879. 

The  following  table  gives  the  movement  of  curves  fix)m  July,  1878,  to 
July,  1879,  ascertained  by  measuring  ordinates  50  feet  apart  at  right 
angles  with  a  base  through  a  point  in  the  east  jetty  11,545  feet  below 
East  Point  Station,  the  base  at  right  angles  with  the  chord  of  the  east 
jetty  terminating  at  same  point : 


Designation  of  curve. 

20'. 

80'. 

40^. 

50^. 

W. 

70^. 

SO'. 

90'. 

100'. 

Advanced  neAWArd.  in  feet .r tt-,-- 

0 

71 

257 

342 

282 

365 

328 

581 

Receded  landward,  in  feet -,,..., 

19 

Acknowledgments  are  due  to  First  Assistant  Engineer  0.  Donovan, 
and  Assistant  Thos.  L.  Baymond,  not  only  for  their  general  faithfulness 
and  efficiency  in  executing  the  work  intrusted  to  them,  but  particularly 
for  persistent  and  laborious  application  to  the  various  details  of  the 
many  surveys  of  the  year  and  to  office  work,  amidst  the  prostrating 
influences  of  climatic  conditions  in  the  swampy  and  malarious  country 
which  is  the  scene  of  their  arduous  labors. 

PINANOIAL  STATEMENT. 


Amonnt  avaUable  from  appropriations  for  examinations  and  snr- 

~  the  Mississippi  River.  Augi 
Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Marcn  3,  1879 24, 000  00 


veysat  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River.  August  12)  1878..  $13,741  97 


Amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879..      8, 916  60 
Outstanding  UabiUties  July  1,  1879 7,577  68 


$37,741  97 


16,494  28 


Amount  available  July  1,  1879 21,247  69 

Amount  avaUable  July  1,  1878 $15,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3,  1879 24, 000  00 


Amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879,  as  foUows : 
Ab  per  account  of  Maj.  C.  B.  Comstock,  from  July  1,  1878,  to 

Augustl2,  1878 $1,258  03 

Ab  per  accounts  of  Capt.  M.  R.  Brown,  from  August  12,  1878, 

to  July  1,  1879. 8,916  60 

Outstanding  liabiUties  July  1,  1879 7,577  68 


39,000  00 


17, 752  31 


Amount  available  July  1,  1879 21,247  69 

Estimate  of  funds  required  for  examinations  and  surveys  at  South  PasSf  Mississippi  River f 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881. 

Three  assistant  engineers .^ $5,400 

Ten  first-cJass  seamen  and  two  steam  engineers 8,600 

Office  rent 300 

Rent  of  officers'  quarters,  i,  e.  commutation •• 423 

Bent  of  assistant  engineers'  quarters 240 

Ifileaffe  and  transportation  of  assistants 500 

Coalror  two  launches 1,2M 

Repairs  to  launches 1,50(1 

Materials  and  supplies  for  running  launches 500 

Stationery  and  supplies  for  office 600 

Photolithosraphing  charts 400 

Freight,  telegrams,  egress  charges,  &c 300 

Benewal  and  repairs  or  rowboats  and  other  contingencies,  inducting  a  deep-sea 

survey,  if  practicable , 2,600 

Total 22,302 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  BEOWN^ 
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REPORTS 

OF  THE 


OPERATIONS,  ETC.,  OF  THE  MILITARY  PRISON,  FORT 

LEAVENWORTH,  KANSAS. 


GOVBBNOB'S  OPPICB, 

United  States  Militaby  Pbison, 
Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans.j  July  21,  1879. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  annual  reports  of  the 
quartermaster,  surgeon,  and  chaplain,  connected  with  this  prison,  for 
the  year  enditig  June  30, 1879. 

I  also  mclose  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  labor  performed,  ptiis- 
oners  received,  discharged,  &c. 

During  the  year,  large  extensions  of  store  and  shop  room  have  bMl 
made  to  the  prison,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  details : 

In  the  month  of  October,  1878,  the  building  occupied  as  a  storehoMd 
by  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  this  department  was  vacated 
and  turned  over  to  the  pris<m.  Immediately  on  this  tranafbr,  work  w^ 
begun  on  a  new  building,  which  was  erected  so  as  to  connect  prison 
building  No.  2  with  the  building  lately  acquired,  thus  serving  the  double 
purpose  of  improving  the  appearance  of  the  front  of  the  prison  and  ac- 
quiring more  room.  This  new  building  is  two  stories  high,  and  is  40  by 
W  feet ;  its  lower  stor;^^  is  occupied  as  a  store-room,  and  tiie  upper  one  U 
used  at  present  as  a  chax)el. 

An  addition  has  also  been  made  to  the  building  recently  occupied  BA 
commissary  storehouse,  of  100  by  40  ^t,  two  stories  high,  with  base- 
ment. This  building  is  occupied  as  follows,  viz :  Upper  story,  barrack- 
room  for  guard;  lower  story,  cook-room  for  guard  and  prisoners,  alsd 
dining-room  for  guard;  basement,  dining-room  for  prisoners,  batery, 
tod  scullery. 

An  addition,  of  100  by  38  feet,  and  three  stories  high,  has  likewise 
been  made  to  the  shop  building,  the  first  floor  being  an  extension  of  the 
blacksmith  shop,  the  second  floor  of  the  carpenter  shop,  and  tlie  third 
floor  is  to  be  used  as  a  shoe-shop. 

Besides  all  these  improvements,  work  has  progressed  on  the  prison- 
wall,  so  that  now  1,517  feet  are  completed.  Owing  to  the  very  severe 
weather  last  winter,  work  on  the  wall  was  somewhat  impeded,  so  that 
we  cannot  report  as  much  progress  as  we  did  last  year. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  conduct,  of  the  pris- 
oners on  the  whole  has  been  very  good,  and  that  severe  disciplinary 
measures  have  seldom  had  to  be  resorted  to.  Fifteen  escax>ed  during 
the  year,  but  seven  were  recaptured,  making  a  loss  by  escape  of  eight. 

The  health  of  the  institution  has  also  been  good,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  surgeon's  report.  As  the  embarrassments  heretofore  existing  on 
account  of  the  crowded  condition  of  everything  have  been  removed,  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  prison  ought  to  be  better  the  ensuing  year  than 
it  has  ever  been,  unless,  indeed,  some  unforeseen  contingency  arises. 
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Woi'k  ill  the  different  shops  has  been  very  successfully  earrieil  on. 
During  the  year  8,530  barrack  cliairs  were  maniitacturecl,  crated,  and 
shippcHl  to  the  different  posts;  also  40,000  tent  pins;  but  this  repre- 
sents only  a  sniall  portion  of  tlie  work  done  in  the  cari)euter-sliop. 
There  were  also  manufactured  in  the  shoe-shop  51,756  pairs  of  shoes. 

We  have  under  cultivation  this  year,  as  a  prison  farm,  about  51  acres, 
planted  as  follows,  viz:  30  acres  with  potatoes,  11  with  corn,  3  with  cab- 
bage, and  the  remaining  7  a(Tes  with  other  vegetables,  such  as  ouious, 
beets,  turni])s,  &c.  The  crops  look  well  and  promise  a  good  yield.  All 
this  land,  with  the  exception  of  7  acres,  has  been  fenced,  cleajred,  alid 
broken  with  prison  labor. 

It  is  noticed  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Quartennaster-Geiieral  that 
he  has  charged  the  i)risoii  with  clothing  to  the  value  of  89,422.21, 
but  it  is  not  seen  that  he  hiis  allowed  the  prison  any  credit  for  labor 
given  his  department.  The  inclosed  tabular  statement  marked  B  shows 
in  detail  and  aggregate  the  labor  given  the  Quarteniiaster's  Dei)art- 
ment  by  the  prison  and  for  which  no  comi)ensation  has  been  i*eceived. 
It  would  seem  but  fair  that  due  credit  wouhl  be  given  for  this  labor. 

There  is  a  fund  of  $0,708.02  on  hand,  deposited  in  First  National 
Bank,  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  the  accumulation  of  earnings  of  prison  labor. 
On  the  19th  of  Noveiid)er,  1878,  a  letter  dated  Adjutant-Geueral's 
Ofli(!e,  November  14,  1878,  wa«  received.  In  this  letter  a  doubt  was 
ex])ressed  as  to  the  legality  of  expending  any  of  the  prison  earnings 
without  further  and  more  definite  legislation  on  the  matter.  AVoiild 
resi)ectfully  inquii'e  what  disposition  will  be  made  of  this  money. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  statement  the  amount  of  x)risoii  ap- 
pro])riation  received,  expended,  and  balance  turned  into  the  Ti'easury 
during  the  year,  viz : 


Siiininnry.  .  Appropriation.      Exprmled. 

I 


$27. 922  r>0  $17,  439  89 

10,  000  00  8,  633  08 

280  00  189  54 


For  HubsiHtcncf 

Forfma 

Hay  for  iMMldin^ 

PiifcbaHc  of  miHct'llaueouR  slorcn,  Htatioiiery,  inatcnal  for  clothing  for 

discharged  prisoncrw,  tools.  &o.;  repairs  aiid  cleainng  machinery :  pay 

of  ionmiau,  mechanics;  reward  for  apprehension  and  delivery  of  es-  '■ 

vii\)0.il  ijriaoners ;  donations  to  j>riHonerH  at  discharge - [•  14, 706  50  j  14, 073  88 

Repair  of  huildinjrs '. 1,500  00:  1,  .100  00 

Extension  to  sliop,  new  mcHS-rooni,  &c 10,000  00  i  10,  UOO  00 

Completion  of  liospital |  2,000  00  !  1,  999  83 


Balance  tnnied  into  Treasnrj' 
Total 


60, 469  00  i  53,  838  22 
1  12.632  78 


66, 469  00  !  66, 469  00 


I  beg  leave  to  ackncnvledge  my  sincerest  thanks  to  the  departmeut 
coiniiiand(T  for  the  warm  encouragement  and  substantial  aid  which  he 
has  extended  to  me  in  every  undertaking.  Whatever  success  has  at- 
tended my  labors  here,  is  very  much  due  to  his  hearty  appn>val. 

It  also  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the 
dili'erent  officers  on  duty  at  the  prison  for  their  strict  attention  to  duty, 
hearty  co-operation,  and  exemplar^'  conduct. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  BLUNT, 
Brevet  Colonel^  U.  S.  A.j  Govetmor. 
To  the  Adjutant-Geneiial, 

U.  S.  Army^  Washington^  D.  C. 

(Through  Head<iuarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kans.) 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquabtebs  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Lea/venworthy  Kam,,  July  30,  1879. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

In  justice  to  the  military  prison,  credits  should  be  allowed  by  the 
Quartermaster-General  in  his  report  for  work  done  by  the  prison  for 
that  department,  and  for  which  no  money  has  been  paid.  It  will  be 
observed  in  the  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General  that  the  prison  is 
charged  with  $9,000  for  clothing,  but  no  credit  is  given  to  the  prison 
for  amounts  due  to  it  from  that  department. 

A  fair  and  full  statement  of  both  debt  and  credit  is  due  to  the  prison, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  made. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  sum  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Leavenworth,  the  accumulation  of  prison  earnings, 
concerning  the  expenditure  of  which  a  doubt  has  been  expressed  by  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

Listructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  money  are  requested. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Brevet  Major-General^  Commomding, 


Statement  of  funds  expended  in  the  service  of  the  quartermaster's  dg^rtment  at  military  prison, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans,,  by  Capt  A,  P.  Bhint,  A,  Q,  M,,  TL  8.  A,,  in  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  lo79,  on  account  of  appropriation  for  that  fiscal  year. 


Fuel,  Bold  to  officers. 


BEGULAB  SUPPUBS. 


Clerks,  compensation  of. 
Watchmen,  nire  of 

Total 


mcmENTAL  BXPEMSES. 


BABBACKS  AND  QUABTBBS. 

Chapel,  windows  for 

CoDuuissary  storehonse,  erection  of 


Total  expenditures. 
Total  amount 


ABMT  TBAN8P0BTATI0N. 

Teamsters,  hire  of 

Drainage  of  Fort  Leavenworth 


Total  expenditores. 
Balance  on  hand  . . . 


Total  amount 


CLOTHING,  CAMP  AND  OABBI80N  EQUIPAOB. 

Purchase  of  clothing  and  clothing  material 

Material,  dtc,  for  chairs  and  tent  pins 

Prisoners'  work  in  shoe  factory , 

Hire  of  foreman  in  shoe  factory 


Total  expenditures. 
Balance  on  hand  ... 


Total  amount 


Bepair  of  hospitals  . . . 
Balance  on  hand 


HOSPITALS. 


Specif  appropriation . 
ice  on  hand 


MTT.TTABT  PBI80N. 


Total  amount 


Expended. 


$1, 720  00 
240  00 


Received. 


1,960  00 


275  00 
8, 797  72 


9, 072  72 


1,200  00 
8,640  61 


4, 840  61 
1,995  64 


6,836  25 


207  15 
3,525  55 

606  30 
1,880  00 


6, 219  00 
178  78 


6, 397  78 


38,679  58 
131  27 


88,710  85 


$258  00 


1, 720  00 
240  00 


1,960  00 


275  00 
10, 000  00 


9, 072  72  I      10, 275  00 


10, 275  00 


1,200  00 
5,636  25 


6,836  2$ 


6, 836  25 


7, 397  78 


7, 397  78 


7, 397  78 
155  00 


155  00 
38, 710  85 


38,710  85 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Kepnlar  supplies 

Xncidentnl  exponBes 

Barraf'ks  ami  quai-ters 

TiunHportatioii  of  the  Army 

Glothinc.  camp  and  garrison  equipage 

Hospitals 

Military  prison 

Total 


^^v^^lTransferrod-i  Expended,  i    Balance. 


$258  00 

1,960  00 

10, 275  00 

6,836  25 

7,397  78 

156  00 

38,710  85 


$258  00 
i,*  202' 28 

i,' 660  66 


65, 592  88  2, 460  28 


$1,960  00 
9,072  72 
4,840  61 
6,219  00 


88,579  68 


$1,896  64 
178  78 
155  W 
181  27 


60,671  91  I        2,460 


Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  P.  BLUNT, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster^  TJ.  8,  Army, 

United  States  Military  Prison, 

Fort  Leavenworthj  Kans.j  July  16, 1879. 


Statement  of  funds  expended  in  the  service  of  the  miartermaster's  df^rtmeni  at  United  Statm 
miliiary  prison^  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  by  Capt  A.  P.  Blunt,  assistant  quartermaater, 
U.  S.  A.,  in  the  flscnl  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  on  account  of  ajypropriations  for  Jlacal 
year  1877-78. 


BARRACKS  AND  QUARTERS. 

Construction  of  chapel  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 


Expenses. 


-Urn 


$3,666  17 


Beoeipt8(oa 
hand). 


«i;a66n 


No  transfers. 


Eespectfully  submitted. 

A.  P.  BLUNT. 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster^  U,  8.  Army, 

United  States  Military  Prison. 

Fort  Leavenworthj  Ka/ns.^  July  16, 1879. 


Office  Acting  Assistant  Quartekmastbr, 

United  States  Military  Prison, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  July  21,  1879. 

Sir  :  1  have  tho  honor  to  roHnectfully  Auhmit  the  following  report  relative  to  ib6 
dutios  and  poi^orniance  thereof  of  the  acting  assistant  quartermaster  at  this  priBcm 
during  tlio  past  fiscal  year. 

The  duties  of  acting  aAsistant  quartermaster  were,  from  July  1,  1878,  to  May  31, 
1879,  performed  by  First  Lieut.  Granville  Lewis,  Fifth  Infantry,  who,  I  find  from  the 
reconls  of  this  office,  was  assigned  here  by  Special  Orders  No.  81,  dat-ed  Hcadnnarten 
De])artnient  of  the  Missouri,  Assistant  Arfiutant-GeneraVs  Office,  April  25,  1877. 

I  incloHC  herewith  statement  of  expenditures  made  by  him  from  July  1  to  October 
31,  187d,  on  which  date  the  disbursement  of  fimds  devolved  upon  you. 

I  was  assigned  to  duty  at  this  prison  per  Special  Orders  No.  95,  Hea<lquart«r8  Depart- 
ment of  Missouri,  May  14,  1879,  to  relieve  Lieutenant  Lewis  (he  having  been  ordered 
before  a  retiring  board),  an<l  commenced  here  as  licting  assistant  quartt^rmaster  on  June 
1,  pursuant  to  Or*ler  15,  Hea<l<iuart«rs  Military  l^ison,  dated  June  6, 1879,  and  durinff 
this  short  period  I  liave  not  beon  able  to  ascertain  anjiihing  whereby  thoqnartermaBter^ 
department,  or  its  admiiustration,  could  be  improved. 
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The  property  under  my  care  is  in  good  condition,  and  I  trust  that  by  close  personal 
supervision  of  its  use  1  shall  keep  the  expenditures  therefrom  at  the  lowest  possible 
point  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the  service. 

I  have  made  no  expenditure  of  fiinds,  and  have  performed  no  other  military  duty 
at  this  prison  than  that  above  reported. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  DODGE, 
First  lAeitt,  Twenty-thtrd  Infantry y  A,  A,  Q,  M. 

The  Governor  of  the  U.  S.  Military  Prison, 

Fort  Leavetiworihy  Kans, 


Statement  of  funds  expended  in  the  sennce  of  the  quartemuuter's  department  at  United 
States  military  prison^  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.j  by  First  Lieut.  G.  Lewis,  Ftfthlnftmtryf 
acting  assistant  quartermaster ^  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  pertaining  to  ap^ 
propriations  for  that  fiscal  year. 


RECiULAU  SUPPUE8. 

Fuel,  sales  to  officers ^ 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


Hire  of  clerks 

Hire  of  wat<3hinen 


ARMY  TRANSPORTATION. 


Hire  of  teamsters 

CLOTHING,  CAMI*  AND  GARRISON  EQUIP AOB. 

Pfwohaee  of  clothing  and  clothing  material 

For  work  of  prisoners  in  shoe  factory 

Hire  of  foreBMD  in  shoe  factory 

Chaire  and  tent  pins 


HOSPITAL. 

Repair,  41to.,  of  prison  hospital 

MILITARY  PRISON. 

Special  appropriation 


Expended. 


$860  00 
120  00 


600  00 


69  07 

1,385  10 

060  00 

2,933  00 


14,460  34 


Beoeived. 


939  00 


1,225  00 


750  00 


9^066  00 


165  00 


31,519  90 


RBCAPITin^TIOK. 


Kegnlar  supplies 

Incidental  expenses 

Armjr  transportation 

Clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage 

Hospit^ 

Military  prison 


Total. 


On  hand  and 
received. 


$39  00 

1,225  00 

750  00 

9.065  00 

155  00 

31, 519  90 


42,753  90 


Traaaferred. 


$39  00 
345  00 
150  00 
3,716  93 
155  00 
17,069  56 


21, 375  49 


Xxpended. 


$080  00 

606  00 

5,348  07 


H  450  34 


21,378  41 


Balance. 


Kespectftilly  submitted. 

F.  L.  DODGE, 
First  Lieut  Twenty-thi/rd  Infcumtry^  A,  A.  Q,  if., 
for  First  Lieut.  G.  Lewis^  Fifth  Infantry^  A.  A.  Q,  M.j  retired. 
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Office  of  the  Attending  Surgeon, 

United  States  Military  Prison, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  July  25,  1879. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  tahular  statement  which  exhibits  in 
detail  a  list  of  diseases  and  iigiiries  which  have  presented  themselves  for  treatment 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1879.  An  examination  of  this  list  will  show  a  total 
of  l,144j  wnich  is  73  more  than  the  preceding  year.  The  diseases  of  greatest  prev- 
alence, in  the  order  of  frequency,  were  intermittent  fever,  acute  diarrhea,  consti- 
pation, and  rheumatism.  Two  deaths  occurred  of  men  belonging  to  the  provost 
guard,  and  three  deaths  from  among  the  prisoners ;  one  of  the  latter,  however,  was 
not  on  the  sick  report,  but  died  suddenly,  while  at  work,  from  apoplexy. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  the  culinary  de- 
partment of  the  prison :  a  much  more  capacious  and  convenient  mess  room  has  been 
constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  prisoners ;  a  new  and  well-appointed  bakery 
has  recently  been  complete<l,  and  large,  well- ventilated  shops  have  been  completed, 
all  of  which  cannot  fail  to  contribute  materially  toward  the  health  and  well-being  of 
the  inmates  of  the  prison. 

I  have  no  special  remarks  to  make  in  reference  to  the  food,  clothing,  or  general 
hygienic  arrangements  of  the  prison.  Ever^'  effort  is  made,  that  circumstances  will 
admit,  to  secure  in  all  respects  the  well-being  of  the  prisoners,  and  I  think  with  a 
reasonable  degree  of  success. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obetlient  servant, 

J.  P.  WRIGHT, 
Surgeon  United  Slates  Army, 

The  Governor  of  Miutary  Prison. 


United  States  Miutary  Prison, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.j  July  4,  lJ^9. 

Sir:  In  presenting  to  you  my  third  annual  report,  I  would  take  occasion  tirst  of 
all  to  congratulate  you  that  we  have  at  last  a  room  prepared  and  set  n])art,  suit-able 
in  every  respect  for  the  i)urpose  of  a  chapel,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  earnest  and 
successful  efforts  in  securing  its  erection.  I^ior  to  it«  occupation  (on  the  first  Sabbath 
of  the  present  year)  we  were  subjected  to  much  inconvenience,  and  much  <li8oourage- 
ment  also,  on  account  of  the  frequent  changes  made  in  the  place  of  worship,  and 
especially  because  we  were  often  compelled  to  hold  our  religious  services  in  places  en- 
tirely unfitt^id  for  such  services.  This  had  a  tendency  of  course  to  depreciate  their 
value  in  the  estimation  of  the  prisoners,  and  to  lessen  their  interest  in  them.  Now 
that  a  comfortable  and  attractive  place  of  worship  has  been  provi<le<l  for  them  they 
realize  that  those  in  aiithority  are  not  unmindful  of  their  best  interests,  and  the 
attendance  has  been  perceptibly  larger  and  more  regular.  The  services  have  been 
regularly  maintained  during  the  year,  with  what  result  the  groat  day  of  reckoning 
can  only  reveal.  I  have  endeavored  faithftilly  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  its  fn^eness, 
fullness)  and  adaptation  to  all  the  needs  of  humanity,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the 
seed  thus  so\vni,  even  though  much  may  "  fall  by  the  wayside,  or  in  stony  ground,  or 
among  thorns,"  will,  in  some  instances  at  least,  "  fall  into  good  soil  and  bring  forth 
fruit.^ 

Besides  the  services  of  the  Sabbath,  I  seek  to  make  myself  personally  acquainted 
with  the  men,  and  to  assure  them  of  my  rea<liness  to  servo  them  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  matters  which  fall  within  my  sphere  of  duty. 

I  have  also  regularly  visited  the  hospital,  and  by  sympathy  and  counsel  have  sought 
to  lighten  the  burden  of  affliction,  and  to  impress  the  heart  with  the  importance  of 
the  Christian  religion,  as  "  the  one  thing  needful." 

I  regret  that,  as  yet,  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  establish  a  school.  The 
difficulties  that  have  hitherto  stood  in  the  way  are  not  unappreciated,  but  I  am  glad 
to  be  assured  that  they  will  be  speedily  surmounted  ;  so  that,  at  no  distant  day,  this 
important  want  of  the  institution  will  l>e  supplied.  This  work,  however,  has  not  been 
entirely  neglected.  During  the  year,  all  who  have  made  application  have  lH>en  fur- 
nished with  such  books  as  were  neede<l  to  enable  them  to  leani  to  read  and  write  ;  and 
in  this  private  and  infonual  way,  some  have  made  commendable  progress. 

I.  would  take  occasion  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Rev.  W.  D.  A.  Matthews,  of  the 
Western  Seaman's  Friend  Society  (prison  dejiartment),  for  two  large  sacks  of  reading 
matter,  gratuitously  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners. 

In  surveying  my  work  from  a  merely  human  standpoint,  there  is  often  much  to  dis- 
courage.    Well  may  the  question  be  asked,  **  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?"    It 
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is  no  easy  matter  to  undo  the  mistakes  of  a  life,  and  to  break  up  sinful  habits,  the 
growth  of  years ;  especially  amid  the  surroundings  of  a  prison,  and  he  who  would 
attempt  the  work  in  his  own  strength  must  fail.  *'  Our  sufticiency  is  of  God,"  and  our 
trust  in  His  strength  and  gracious  promises  is  our  encouragement. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  any  suggestions  from  you,  which  will,  in  your 
judgment,  enable  me  more  efficiently  to  carry  on  my  work,  will  always  be  kindly  and 
thankfully  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
•  A.  D.  MITCHELL, 

Chaplain, 

The  OovERNOR. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Avorago  monthly  strength 

Taken  sick  daring  the  year 

Returned  to  duty  during  the  year 

Discharged  for  disability 

Discharged  by  order 

Died* 

Remaining  sick  Jane  30,  1870 


I 


78 
1S7 
154 


2 
1 


827 
925 


9 

1 

2 

15 


19 


*  One  white  prisoner  died  of  apoplexy,  not  on  sick-report. 
Respectfully  submitted. 


J.  P.  WRIGHT 
Surgeon  United  Statei  Armf, 
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